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UCUA Exec. Dir. Dan Sullivan and
Employees Are Getting Stipends

The Union County Utilities Author-
ity has been paying monthly stipends
through their check registry to their
employees since they took over the
operations of the Union County Im-
provement Authority in August 2013.

Executive Director Sullivan receives
an extra $2,500 stipend per month paid
directly to him through the UCUA check
registry ($30,000 a year) bringing his
total annual compensation without ben-
efits to $186,000.

Deputy Director Brennan receives an
extra $1,000 stipend per month ($12,000
a year). And all other employees re-
ceive an extra $500 stipend per month.

Total yearly employee payouts of tax
dollars is $80,000

These payments have been kept from
public view and were uncovered after I
OPRA’d the UCUA paid bills lists. The
bills lists are not posted on the UCUA
website. A review of the 2012 and 2013
meeting minutes shows this extra em-
ployee compensation was not discussed
during any public meeting of either of
the authorities.

The meeting minutes for 2012 and
2013 show that there was no resolution
passed to approve these employee sti-
pends and there was no public discus-
sion of them. An OPRA request seeking
the executive session meeting minutes
has not resulted in any documents be-
ing turned over yet. However, no busi-
ness can be voted on in executive ses-
sion, even if these stipends were dis-
cussed behind closed doors.

A review of the shared services agree-
ment for sharing the executive director
and other employees between the UCUA
and UCIA shows no mention of sti-
pends to be paid UCUA employees.

Questions asked concerning these se-
cret payouts, and other concerns, dur-
ing [Thursday’s] public comment por-
tion of the reorganization meetings for
both authorities were not answered.
Freeholder Chairman Christopher
Hudak was present during the UCUA
meeting; he is the freeholder liaison to
the UCUA. The freeholders appoint the
executive directors of both authorities,
and the freeholder board will decide
and vote on whether these entities will
be joined permanently.

The Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation is looking into the legality of
these secret employee payouts.

An Open Public Records Act Re-
quest seeking back up documentation
for these employee stipends has not
been fulfilled to date despite N.J.S.A.
47:1A-5e. which states: Immediate ac-
cess ordinarily shall be granted to bud-
gets, bills, vouchers, contracts, includ-
ing collective negotiations agreements
and individual employment contracts,
and public employee salary and over-
time information.

History:
August, 21, 2013 — UCUA signs

shared services agreement with UCIA
and Sullivan becomes executive direc-
tor of both agencies.

August, 21, 2013 — UCUA passes
resolution increasing Executive Direc-
tor Sullivan’s salary to $153,000
($23,000 increase).

August 22, 2013 — First monthly
payments to Sullivan and other UCUA
employees show up on the UCUA
monthly bills list. Director Sullivan re-
ceives an additional $2,500 per month.
Deputy Director Brennan receives
$1,000. All other employees receive
$500 per month.

Union County Improvement Author-
ity

Former Executive Director Charlotte
DeFilippo last salary $147,712, was
allowed to maintain a home office.

May 3, 2013 — DeFilippo announces
during a Union County Improvement
Authority meeting that she will be step-
ping down as executive director of the
UCIA effective August 1, 2013. She
also announces she is stepping down as
chairman of the Union County Regular
Democratic Committee. During the
same meeting, in so many words, she
credits the scrutiny of the Union County
Watchdog Association as being too
much to bare.

UCIA maintains two employees:
Mark Brink, Jenifer Erdos. Brink and
Erdos are still listed as UCIA employ-
ees and were given 2 percent raises
[February 12] bringing their salaries to:
Jennifer Erdos as project manager/
events coordinator, $74,426; Mark
Brink as project/financial specialist,
$83,315.

One question that wasn’t answered
[February 12] was, why is it historically
that these employees have been on and
off the Union County government pay-
roll through the years? Sometimes they
appear as Union County government
employees, and then they are not listed
and they are compensated through the
UCIA payroll. The UCIA and UCUA
are separate government entities. This
switches back and forth with no expla-
nation. Former president of the Union
County Alliance Michael Murray had
the same arrangement with the County
despite the Union County Alliance be-
ing a non-profit 501(c)3, non-govern-
mental agency.

Union County Utilities Authority
August, 2011 — Sunil K. Gargil steps

down as executive director of the UCUA.
His last salary was $153,000. He held
the position for six years.

August 17, 2011 — Freeholder Daniel
Sullivan, former Department of Motor
Vehicles manager, is appointed Interim
Director of the UCUA. His salary is set
at $130,000 (UCUA employee lists show
Sullivan’s start date as August 11, 2011).

April 18, 2012 — Union County Free-
holders appoint Sullivan as executive
director of UCUA by resolution April
19, 2012.

November 29, 2012 — Employment
contract obtained through OPRA is
signed by Sullivan on November 29,
2012 (not signed by Jackus, chairman
of the board of commissioners):
$150,000 per annum in weekly install-
ments, 20 vacation days, 15 sick days
(which can be carried over), there is no
mention of an extra monthly stipend.

August 21, 2013 — UCUA signs
shared services agreement with UCIA.

August 21, 2013 — UCUA passes
resolution increasing Executive Direc-
tor Sullivan’s salary to $153,000
($23,000 increase).

August 22, 2013 — Sullivan an-
nounces during a freeholder meeting
that he is resigning his freeholder seat
to head the Union County Improve-
ment Authority. He signs an agreement
with the UCUA setting his salary at
$153,000.

August 22, 2013 — First monthly
payments to Sullivan and other UCUA
employees show up on the UCUA
monthly bills list. Director Sullivan re-
ceives an additional $2,500 per month.
Deputy Director Brennan receives
$1,000. All other employees are receiv-
ing $500 per month

As of January 27, 2014 — Sullivan’s
salary is listed as $156,060 (in addition
to an unexplained $2,500 monthly sti-
pend paid directly to him through the
UCUA check registry) bringing his to-
tal annual compensation without ben-
efits to $186,000.

Tina Renna
Union County Watchdog Assoc.

Communism Is Not the Model
For Sochi; Nor For The World

Letters to the Editor

All that glitters is not gold. Truer
words could not be applied to
Vladimir Putin’s $50 billion dollar
Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia. It
is fool’s gold to believe that these
Winter Olympics are anything more
than an attempt by the Russian tyrant
to burnish his image and make the
world think that he poses no threat to
world peace!

NBC’s introduction to the opening
ceremonies included, “The (Russian)
revolution that birthed one of mod-
ern history’s pivotal experiments (So-
viet communism)” while showing
glorious video of Russia! Some ex-
periment!

The Russian Revolution of 1917
was led by Vladimir Lenin the Marx-
ist who proposed a worldwide com-
munist revolution for the violent over-
throw of capitalism that later Soviet
leaders would pursue with a ven-
geance.

Josef Stalin’s purges killed mil-
lions of people and his agricultural
collectivization starved millions of
people to death. He turned the Soviet
Union into a totalitarian state, com-
mitted huge numbers of human rights
violations, instituted extreme censor-
ship, and banned organized religion!
His non-aggression pact with Hitler
eased Hitler’s conquest of Western
Europe by removing the threat of a
Soviet eastern front.

Communism gave the world the
Cold War and with it the Iron Curtain,
the Berlin Blockade, the Berlin Wall,
Chinese military aggression, the First
Indochina War, the Korean War, the
brutal Soviet military suppression of
the Hungarian Revolution, the Cu-
ban Missile Crisis, the Vietnam War,
the Angolan Civil War, the Soviet
invasion of Czechoslovakia to stop
Chech political liberalization reform,
the Brezhnev Doctrine opposing any
country attempting to overthrow
Marxism-Leninism, and Premier
Nikita Khrushchev’s “We will bury
you.” Not one word of any of this in
NBC’s introduction!

NBC painted more whitewash
when its Sochi Olympics host Bob
Costas stated the day before the Sochi
Games started, ”Just in the past year,
Putin brokered a deal to allow Syria
to avoid a U.S. military strike by
giving up its chemical weapons. And
helping bring Iran to the negotiating
table over its nuclear intentions.”
From what planet was Mr. Costas
speaking?

Russia’s only naval base outside
Russia is at Tartus in Syria. The venal
Assad regime is Russia’s closest
Middle Eastern ally. Mr. Putin sup-
plies it with billions of dollars worth
of arms while block foreign efforts to
stop the civil war that has claimed
more than 130,000 lives!

Mr. Putin opposes economic and
financial sanctions to stop Iran from
building nuclear weapons.

Mr. Putin, in giving political asy-
lum to the traitorous American intel-
ligence spewing Edward Snowden,
has deeply embarrassed the United
States and seriously endangered
American national interests.

Mr. Putin’s homophobic legisla-

tion is notorious.
Mr. Putin sits on a vast stockpile of

nuclear weapons. Global Firepower
ranks Russia as the second great mili-
tary power today.

The rise of Mr. Putin, former KBG
agent in Communist East Germany,
to power is not a League of Women
Voters textbook on fair elections!

The United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum reported in 2001,
“Chechnya was destroyed, including
the almost complete destruction of
Grozny, the Chechen capital. Rus-
sian artillery and air indiscriminately
pounded populated areas. Human
rights organizations also documented
several massacres of civilians by
Russian units.”

Freedom House ranks Russia 176th
out of 197 countries in freedom of the
press.

Amnesty International reports
peaceful protests being routinely dis-
persed by Russian police and often
with excessive force.

The Sochi Winter Olympics should
remind the world of the 1936 Berlin
Summer Olympics which war thirsty
Hitler used as a massive propaganda
tool! But his virulent anti-Semitism
was on the march, including physical
violence against the German Jewish
community, the infamous Nuremburg
Laws, and attempts to ban Jewish
athletes from the Berlin Olympics.
As were his plans for world con-
quest!

Dictators know how to use propa-
ganda to camouflage their true inten-
tions. Even the crocodile smiles! And
so the world is again being lulled into
believing that yet another despotic
leader is all peaches and cream!

Strangely, President Obama stated
in an interview by Bob Costas hours
before the start of the Sochi Olym-
pics, “He does have a public style
where he likes to sit back and look a
little bored during the course of joint
interviews. My sense is that’s part of
his shtick back home politically as
wanting to look like the tough guy.”
His aggressive military and foreign
policies and his domestic ruthless-
ness are just shtick?

The world would pay a steep price
for the glitter of the Berlin Olympics!
Is history to repeat itself yet again?

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

908-322-7000

Jon Bramnick

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Negligence Cases

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Bathroom Renovations
Are Our Specialty

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Did you know February 
is National Pet Dental 

Health Month? 
Call us today for a 

FREE Dental Exam!* 
Offer expires 3/31/2014.  Offer limited to dental  

exams only.  Cannot be combined with any other  

offer.  If other medical issues are found during 

 this exam, regular fees will apply. 

(908) 233-6030 
westfieldanimal.com 

Follow us on Facebook! 

The Chelsea at Fanwood presents

Refreshments served

Please RSVP:  908-654-5200 by Feb. 23rd

VETERANS BENEFITS FOR 2014

THE CHELSEA

AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE

FANWOOD, NJ 07023

Tuesday, Feb. 25th

7:00 PM

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

• Free report from
  Benjamin D. Eckman, Esq.
  specializing in elder law
• Learn about benefits
   for veterans and spouses
   you might not even know
   you qualify for
• Benefits for compensation
   and pensions

Are Your Emails Being Censored?
As of last week we [TPATH] have

begun an extensive investigation into
censorship and filtering of the con-
servative message over the Internet
by Google, Optimum, AOL and pos-
sibly several others.

What started out as a minor con-
cern as to why the number of emails
we sent out were returned as “unde-
liverable or tagged as spam” seemed
to be increasing with every update,
has now become a major concern and
a very disturbing trend.

As we reported last week, we found
that Optimum was using an email
blocking company which apparently
either scans email for content, looks
for a specific sender, and blocks those
falling into a certain criteria from
reaching the recipient. This censor-
ing of their user’s content is done
without them ever knowing that an
email was blocked.

AOL and others such as Comcast
also filter out email without inform-
ing the recipient but to the best of
what we have found out they don’t
use an outside software program.
They seem to have their own.

As many of us have known for
sometime now, the use of free email
services such as Google and a few
others comes with great risk of com-
promise and the selling of email ad-
dresses as well as content to vendors
and even, as we have found out re-
cently, to the government.

As the people of this country de-
pend less and less upon the main-
stream media for news and informa-
tion, they have turned to the Internet
where several sides to every issue can
be found — Not just the side the news
room leftists want you to see.

As a result email, facebook, twitter
and blogs have seen an amazing
amount of activity and many, many
people are finding out about govern-
ment scandals, cover-ups, forgeries
and other crimes. Unfortunately the
same scoundrels who control the
mainstream media are the ones with
control over much of the services of
the Internet.

They have begun to quietly shut
down as much conservative informa-
tion as possible and the attacks are
increasing daily. This past week one
of the country’s most popular blogs

run by the hardest working patriots
you will ever encounter was shut
down and blocked by Google. The
site [www.birtherreport.com/] Birther
Report was identified by Google as a
dangerous threat. While it is true the
website is a threat, but only a threat to
lies and corruption.

This site we have found is not the
only one that Google has blocked or
falsely warned redirected visitors
away from. There are many and the
number grows everyday.

We will continue to compile as
much information on this growing
censorship trend but in the mean time
everyone should know about it and
take precautions. For example, if you
know someone has emailed you regu-
larly and you stop getting them, you
may be getting filtered.

Also, a big warning to all users of
Google Gmail — Protect your email
list, your sends and your receives.
Our investigation has found hundreds
of accounts were closed, without
warning. All the data is lost, all your
email contacts gone, forever. Google
puts up a notice telling you your
account was closed due to content
violation. When this happens there is
no one in Google who will help you
or even respond to you.

Protect your email address book
by exporting it to a cvs file on your
PC or laptop every few weeks —
More often if you have a volatile sign
up process.

Remember, if Google closes your
account, they will do it without warn-
ing and you will never get it back.

Dwight Kehoe
Editor TPATH

Where’s The Salt?
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick

(Westfield) commented Sunday re-
garding a news report that a 1920
federal maritime law stranded a ship-
ment of road salt at a Maine seaport
while urgent requests for a waiver to
deliver the salt to New Jersey were
denied by the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security.

"After the recent serious accident
on the Pennsylvania Turnpike, we
know the importance of having salt
to treat roads rises to the level of life
and death. We need immediate help
from the federal government grant-
ing the necessary waiver to transport
the salt from Maine. This shipment
will help keep our roads safe and save
lives.”

Warming Expected
AccuWeather.com [Tuesday] -

Temperatures will climb into the 40s
over much of the mid-Atlantic on
multiple days during the balance of
this week. In the Northeast, there is
between 1 and 3 inches of water
contained within the snow on the
ground. Over a surface area of one
square foot, an inch of water (ap-
proximately 10 inches of snow on
average) weighs about 5.2 pounds.
The weight of snow can vary, de-
pending on its water content when it
fell and how much rain it absorbed.


