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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Government... Like Fire, It Is a
Dangerous Servant, Fearful Master
What we call the Presidents’ Day holiday is really

not that. It’s actually the holiday celebrating George
Washington’s birth in 1732, according to the United
States Office of Personnel Management.

Granted too, there’s some argument
about what calendar was in use during
that time. Although it’s popularly thought
that Presidents’ Day is the combination
of Washington’s and Lincoln’s birthday,
Lincoln’s birthday on February 12, 1809
never became a federal holiday; but it did
become a legal holiday in several states,
such as New Jersey.

In 1968, legislation moved several fed-
eral holidays. Washington’s Birthday
holiday of February 22 was moved to the third
Monday in February each year. Since taking effect in
1971, it was intended to simplify the calendar and
give government workers three-day weekends.

The fact that there are three-day weekends now
seems the important feature of most holidays today
— such as Presidents’ Day, Memorial Day and Labor
Day. Could it be that because we forgot the real
reasons for the holidays that we are in the mess that
we are today? One could question the significance of
a general who hardly won a battle, except for his last
one – or a statesman who hardly won an election,
except for his last one.

George Washington was the great general with few
victories. He’s called the “Father of Our Country”
and most of us know that he was the first President
of the United States.

Abraham Lincoln was the great statesman that
hardly won an election. Considered one of the great-
est, he was the 16th President of the United States
and was assassinated in office at the start of his

second term in 1865.
Which of the two said,  “Associate yourself with

men of good quality if you esteem your own
reputation; for ’tis better to be alone
than in bad company?” or “Govern-
ment is not reason. Government is not
eloquence. It is force. And, like fire, it
is a dangerous servant and a fearful
master?” These are quotes of George
Washington.

And then you would know that
Abraham Lincoln said at Gettysburg:
“that we here highly resolve that these
dead shall not have died in vain — that
this nation, under God, shall have a

new birth of freedom — and that government of
the people, by the people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth.” His quote inscribed on one
wall of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C.
is, “With malice toward none; with charity for all;
with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see
the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are
in; to bind up the nation’s wounds....” We think it
is important for our children to know of these great
men of perilous times, of their character and
sacrifice, of their contribution to country and
mankind.

It’s way past time for all countrymen, adults,
elected officials – you and I – to live by our deeds
with the honor and character of these great men.

*******
“George Washington clearly defined what it means to

be an American through his actions, exemplified the
meaning of the words, ideals, devotion, and love of
country.”

Bill Sanders, Portraits of Patriots
www.goleader.com/services/video/07feb08-Patriots/

07feb08-Patriots.htm

Should Westfield Parking
Police Cars Have Snow Shovels?

Parent Urges Passing of $19 Million
School Bond In Mountainside

Does Media Know Something
We Don’t About Bridgegate?

Ever since the Bridgegate scandal broke in Janu-
ary, media coverage has all but convicted Governor
Chris Christie. With countless probes looking into
this as well as the distribution of Sandy funds, we
question why there has been such a rush to judgment.
These investigations are only in their beginning
stages and will take months to complete.

Star-Ledger columnist Tom Moran took the un-
usual step last week by apologizing for his paper’s
endorsement of the Governor over Senator Barbara
Buono in the gubernatorial race. He said the Ledger
“blew it.” In our view, media coverage of this scandal
has been one-sided sensationalism.

In addition, Democratic federal and state lawmak-
ers throw around the word “impeachment” regard-
ing the Governor. Do the media and legislators know

something that we don’t? Or is this more about
politics to cause the public to forget about Benghazi
so that Hillary Clinton has smooth sailing to the
Democratic Party Presidential nomination in 2016?
In our view, Democrats want to get rid of Gov.
Christie. They must be afraid of his voter appeal or
hope quench his campaign fundraising.

And why has the Christie administration been so
quiet on the scandal with the exception of the
Governor’s two-hour press conference after
Bridgegate broke or their response to David
Wildstein’s letter in The New York Times?

We believe it is essential that elected officials
function foremost for the good of the citizens, the
nation and the state. Politics today threatens the
viability of our Democracy.

wikipedia - The oath of office of the President of the United States is an oath or affirmation required by
the United States Constitution before the President begins the execution of the office. The wording is
specified in Article Two, Section One, Clause Eight:

    Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation: — “I
do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and
will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.”

As a long time Westfield resident,
I was especially horrified to see the
deplorable condition of the pedes-
trian crossings and sidewalks in down-
town Westfield last week. To put
money into my meter, I had to climb
up two feet onto a snow bank just to
get my quarters into the meter.

And sure enough, just as I was
about to fall off the edge of the em-
bankment while straining to get my
money into the tiny slot, a Westfield
Police car came meandering down
the street in their well-heated car,
looking for un-filled meters so they
could issue parking tickets.

Wouldn’t it be a far better use of
taxpayer funds to put a shovel in
every police car? Police personnel
could help make the sidewalks, inter-

sections, and access to parking kiosks/
meters passable for all pedestrians
(never mind those who might have a
disability or injury) before they start
issuing tickets.

Or, how about issuing a temporary
respite on writing parking tickets until
shoppers can actually read the painted
numbers on the pavement in all the
lots and reach the meters without
endangering their health? After all,
we are just trying to spend our money
to support our local merchants, who
have already been badly hurt by slug-
gish business due to all the snow-
storms and freezing weather this win-
ter.

Nancy Gleason
Westfield

I am a Mountainside resident and
parent of three children, two of which
are enrolled at Deerfield School, the
third having moved on to high school.
I am writing to urge the residents of
Mountainside to vote yes on March
11 to the bond issue.

Small suburban towns like
Mountainside thrive because they
provide a strong sense of community
to the residents. Healthy, strong
schools are essential to this sense of
community. We need to step up now,
to ensure the long-term health of our
schools.

This bond issue will allow needed
improvements – fixing leaky roofs,
dated heating systems, and broken
windows, among other things. These
are basic necessities, not luxury items.
And, most importantly, the state is
covering 40 percent of the cost of
these improvements.

Give our kids the learning environ-
ment they deserve, and one which
will contribute to the strength and
attractiveness of our town for the
long term.

Scott Rittman
Mountainside

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ossarium – A receptacle for the

bones or ashes of the dead
2. Sorema – A mass of carpels in a

single flower
3. Keratin – An albuminous substance

forming the principal matter of hair and
nails

4. Assot – To infatuate

LACHRYMAL
1. Putrid; foul-smelling
2. Excessively sweaty
3. Producing tears
4. Having a heavy, abnormal growth

of hair
VALETUDINARIANISM

1. A state of feeble health
2. A passing on of unfavorable genetic

traits
3. A state of purification or having

impurities removed
4. A state of excessive grief; very sad

DEBOUCH
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A pulling or plucking off
3. In military usage, to march out of a

confined place into open country
4. To belittle or humble

IMBROGLIO
1. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top
2. A confusing situation
3. An outside staircase
4. A pleasant stroll

We Can’t Afford to Let Our School
Buildings Slip Into Further Disrepair
I write to you as a parent of two

current Deerfield School students and
a resident of Mountainside for 10-
and-a-half years.

Each time I attend an event at
Deerfield School, I am saddened and
frustrated by the continuing deterio-
ration of the building where I drop
my children each day to get an educa-
tion. They should feel comfortable
using the bathroom facilities during
the hours they are in the building, but
they do not. They should not have to
move out of the way of buckets on the
floors, which are there to contain the
water leaking from a roof that is well
beyond its useful life and in dire need
of replacement. They (and the par-
ents) should not have to worry that
the school doors don’t close or lock
properly, a clear safety issue in the
wake of Sandy Hook and other school
tragedies. They should have access to
real 21st century technology, which
enables them to take advantage of
state-of-the-art educational resources
– the district currently struggles to
give them access to these resources.
They should not have to walk down
the hallways or sit in classrooms and
look at sizeable holes in the ceiling
tiles due to a leaky roof.

It is too late to worry about how we
got here. But it is not too late to do
something about it. On March 11,
2014, Mountainside voters will have
an opportunity to demonstrate how

much we are willing to do for our
community as we are asked to ap-
prove a $19,489,629 bond issue to
provide much-needed renovation and
improvements to our two schools. If
we vote Yes to approve the bond
issuance, we, the taxpayers of
Mountainside, will only be respon-
sible for 60 percent of the cost of the
principal and interest on the bonds.
This is our tax dollars coming back to
Mountainside for the benefit of our
kids and our property values.

These repairs are required – they
are not “nice to have.” If the referen-
dum passes, the state pays a signifi-
cant share and we can start imple-
menting all of the projects in the
relatively short term so that we can
stop spending our taxpayer dollars
on emergency repairs just to “keep
the lights on.” If the referendum fails,
the taxpayers of Mountainside will
foot 100 percent of the bill and these
projects will drag out over a longer
period of time and likely at a higher
cost.

I urge all Mountainside voters to
join me and vote Yes on March 11,
2014. The schools are the town’s
largest capital asset and we can no
longer afford to let these building slip
into further disrepair. The time to act
is now.

Amy Radick
Mountainside

Deerfield Needs Improvements
Included In MS Bond Referendum

Condition of Our MS
Schools is Unacceptable

I have been living in Mountainside
for over 10 years and I have two
children in the Mountainside school
system, one in 1st grade at
Beechwood, and one in 4th grade at
Deerfield. The condition and current
state of our schools is unacceptable
in my opinion. We are in need of
many repairs and renovations. We
live in a desirable community and I
am sure we would all like to see that
continue.

A very important vote is coming
up on March 11, 2014. This vote is in
regards to a $19,489,629 bond issue
for repairs and renovations. We all
need to vote Yes!

The state will pay 40 percent of our
costs at this time only. This is a tre-
mendous savings to Mountainside
residents. Vote Yes to keep taxes down
because of these repairs/renovations
that have to be done. They will be
done anyway, but we will be assessed
yearly if we don’t vote Yes.

We need to take advantage of the
aid that’s available to us! Seniors
may be eligible for a tax freeze now
as well! We can enhance our savings
as we move towards energy efficient
solutions as well. Mountainside, the
time is now for a Yes vote. Please
don’t be foolish and let this opportu-
nity pass us by.

Please check out the information
on Facebook at Mountainside Citi-
zens Advisory Committee MCAC or
at www.fixmountainsideschools.org.

Thank you for your time.
Christine Kiesewetter

Mountainside

I am a mother of two Deerfield
School students here in Mountainside.
I am a very involved member of the
community and our school system,
serving as an active member of the
Girl Scouts as well as an executive
board member of the Mountainside
PTA for the past four years. I am in
our schools frequently, and have had
the opportunity to see first hand how
the conditions of our buildings have
greatly deteriorated. We are spend-
ing countless amounts of money each
year to repair antiquated heating and
cooling systems as well as our leaky
roofs. These are simply temporary
band aids that do not have any lasting
effect on the maintenance of the build-
ings. The windows in Deerfield
School are not only inefficient, but
many cannot even open to allow for
fresh air in the classrooms. Many
areas in the buildings are not able to
support the technology improvements
that the district would like to make,
and that are so critical to our children’s
education.

Our residents have the opportunity

to vote “Yes” on March 11th to ap-
prove a $19,489,629 bond issue,
which will enable us to move for-
ward with the necessary repairs to
update our school system’s security,
safety, energy efficiency, and tech-
nology. The state has approved the
district’s plans to receive a 40 percent
debt service subsidy for the life of the
bond issue. This means that we will
be responsible for 60 percent of the
principal cost as well as the interest
on the bonds, instead of paying 100
percent of the costs. This is an oppor-
tunity to take control of how our hard
earned tax dollars are spent, and to be
sure that our community reaps the
benefits directly!

I urge all residents to get out on
March 11th and vote “Yes” to this
proposal! Whether or not you have
children in the district, the results
will benefit all members of the com-
munity. Let’s help to ensure that our
property values remain high, and also
to keep Mountainside as one of the
top communities in New Jersey. For
more information, you can visit
www.fixmountainsideschools.org, or
“like” the Facebook page,
Mountainside Citizens Advisory
Committee (MCAC). Thank you!

Jennifer Doll
Mountainside

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

See more letters on page 5

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

WILL SNOW DAYS
EXTEND SCHOOL TIL

AUGUST?


