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CRANFORD — Mayor Andis
Kalnins gave an update on the
Union County College (UCC) plans
to build a soccer field along Gal-
lows Hill Road during the plan-
ning board’s workshop meeting
last Wednesday.

UCC’s plan is to replace the
tennis courts with a soccer/la-
crosse field, possibly a turf field.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden sent a letter to UCC.
“They are not under our purview
because they are a state or county
school. But we did provide com-
ments,” Mayor Kalnins said.

The mayor said UCC is planning
to remove trees and Mr. Marsden
asked UCC in his letter to replace

the trees under the Cranford
Township regulation, which is a
three-to-one ratio. Mr. Marsden
also asked UCC to provide plant-
ing to buffer the field from the
street.

The township is not sure what

On behalf of St. Joseph’s Social
Services Center, Sister Jacinta
Fernandes, and the children of
Elizabeth, the Garwood Knights
of Columbus would like to thank
everyone for their donations to
our annual Toy Drive. Our thanks
to the following people for all
their help and support. The mem-
bers of The Church of St. Anne’s
Rosary Society and their presi-
dent, Christine Guerriero; The
Eastman Management Group of
Livingston Partners, Michael and
Peter Schofel, especially
Catherine Mooney who arranged
collection boxes in five of their
locations including toy collections
from her co workers at The
Eastman Management Group;
the many tenants in their build-
ing and from the Mt. Pleasant
Elementary School in Livingston
teacher Lauren Nikirk, who again
coordinated along with her fifth
grade students collections from
the students, teachers, parents,
and staff. Ms. Mooney’s efforts
resulted in two carload of toys

being donated.
Each year family members take

turns waiting in line overnight in
inclement weather for the toy
distribution the following morn-
ing. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated, especially during the
current economy.

Since 1983, St. Joseph’s has
served the materially poor and
homeless community of greater
Elizabeth, New Jersey, by pro-
viding basic human needs such
as food, clothing and medica-
tions, as well as a wide range of
services and programs to help
them acquire the material goods
and social services they need to
live with integrity.

For information on St. Joseph’s
see YouTube “Homeless in Eliza-
beth,” parts one and two, or visit
their website
www.stjosephelizabeth.org.

Keith M. Gallagher
Michael O’Donnell, Grand Knight

Robbie Kenny
Garwood Knights of Columbus

Thanks for Supporting Garwood Toy Drive

kind of lighting is intended for
the field, but Mr. Marsden said in
his letter that certain lighting
would require additional tree
buffering.

The board also discussed the
ordinance adopted on first read-
ing by the township committee
to designate The Crane-Phillips
House, 124 North Union Avenue,
as a Cranford Historic Landmark.
The Cranford Historic Preserva-
tion Advisory Board had sought
this distinction from the town-
ship. This is the first house or
district designated under this
procedure.

At the urging of the advisory
board, the township formed an
ordinance on historic preserva-
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NONCONFORMIST...This “New Age” snowman was spotted at 713 Fourth
Avenue in Garwood February 4.

Local Letters to the Editor

councilman Steve Blaufeder.
Mr. Blaufeder, whose home is

on a corner lot at Beech Avenue
and Center Street, pointed out
that the ordinance will essen-
tially scuttle his plans to install
an in-ground pool, which requires
a six-foot fence.

The new regulation allows six-
foot fences in the backyard, as
long as they do not extend be-
yond the width of the house. To
comply with both ordinances, Mr.
Blaufeder said his pool will be too
narrow to be worthwhile.

Mr. Blaufeder was informed he
could seek a variance from the
planning board. After rejecting a
motion to table the measure 4-3,
the council adopted the ordinance,
with Mayor Pat Quattrocchi cast-
ing the tie-breaking vote.

While the council approved, by
a 5-1 margin, salary ranges for
45 different non-union employ-
ees, it delayed a vote on whether
to approve a 1.75-percent raise,

about $2,000, for Police Chief
Bruce Underhill. The increase
would raise Mr. Underhill’s pay
for 2014 to $126,490.

The matter initially was part of
the consent agenda until Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu objected.

At issue was whether the con-
tract with Chief Underhill, nego-
tiated in 2011, required the bor-
ough to increase his salary in line
with raises given to PBA-covered
officers. Councilwoman and Fi-
nance Committee Chairwoman
Sara Todisco argued that it did.
She received support of her read-
ing of the contract by Council-
man Mike Martin.

But the other four council mem-
bers agreed to let Mr. Renaud
review the contract, since he had
not read it after becoming bor-
ough attorney last year.

Mr. Mathieu said he did not
think council members in good
conscience could vote on the is-
sue until the impact of the new

budget was known.
Ms. Todisco said she would have

the preliminary estimates on the
budget by the Tuesday, Febru-
ary 25 meeting.

Streets, Roads and Ecology
Chairman Mr. Nierstedt reported
on the discussion of Monday’s
committee meeting, noting that
it was dominated by a discussion
of snow removal.

With temperatures struggling
to rise above freezing, much of
the snow has remained from the
past two storms and hardened,
causing disposal issues, particu-
larly at intersections. The issue
drew complaints from two senior
citizens, one of whom owns a
corner lot and complained about
trying to keep up.

Mr. Nierstedt sought the public’s
help, imploring homeowners to
shovel sidewalks as soon as pos-
sible to keep the snow from turn-
ing into ice and making removal
difficult.

Garwood Debates Management of Athletic Field Proj.
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Soccer Field Plans, Historic Designation
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