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Captain Wozniak to Become
New Police Chief in Cranford

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Chief of Police
Eric Mason has retired and Cap-
tain James Wozniak will become
the new Chief of Police effective
Saturday, March 1, the township
committee said Tuesday at the
official public meeting. Chief
Mason has served as chief for 11
years. Capt. Wozniak has served
on the police force for some 25
years.

Pool membership fees will in-
crease this year. Steve
Robertazzi, operations manager
for the township pool and fitness
center, asked the township com-
mittee last month to raise the
fees $25 across the board, ex-
cept for senior citizens, who would
see a $15 increase.

For example, an individual resi-
dent for a summer membership
will pay $250; two adults with
two children will pay $350, and a
senior citizen will pay $65.

There are more levels of mem-
berships available, as well as
non-resident and corporate fees,
and winter and annual pool fees.

The pool and fitness center bro-
chure with a full listing of fees is
available on the township
website, cranford.com/pool.

“We did look at pool fees in the
area and we are reasonable…I
am comfortable with the modest
increase,” Mayor Andis Kalnins
said.

The raising of three homes —
306 Riverside Drive, 308 River-
side Drive and 207 Edgar Avenue
— under a FEMA grant for flood
mitigation will begin. Under the
grant, FEMA will pay three quar-
ters of the cost and the
homeowners will foot a quarter
of the bill. The contracts for 306
Riverside Drive and 207 Edgar
Avenue total $246,500 each,
while the 308 Riverside Drive

contract totals $215,500.
There are 18 homes, and five

alternate homes, slated for the
$3-million grant the township was
awarded, Mayor Kalnins told The
Westfield Leader.

The township committee au-
thorized by a 4-1 vote, with Com-
missioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
voting nay, for 2013 budget
transfers. The resolution allows
the transfer of excess funds from
the Police-Salaries and Wages
totaling $69,500 and Buildings
and Grounds-Other Expenses
totaling $4,000 to Street Light-
ing totaling $11,000, PERS (Pub-
lic Employees Retirement Sys-
tem) totaling $34,500 and Fi-
nance-Other Expenses totaling
$28,000.

The committee approved a con-
tract for the purchase of six Ford
Utility Police Interceptors. Low
bidder winner Ford in Cherry Hill’s
contract totals $144,393. The
police department will begin

phasing out the Charger for the
Interceptor.

The township will file a brief on
February 23, as a response to
the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) approving the permit
applications submitted by
Cranford Development Associ-
ates (CDA) to develop 215 and
235 Birchwood Avenue, Town-
ship Attorney Diane Dabulas said.

“At this point we are not aware
of the basis of the decision (of
the NJDEP),” Ms. Dabulas said.
“We do not know if there are
conditions,” she said.

“I would like to note my
disappointment…that the New
Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection has failed to
protect the residents of the Town-
ship of Cranford,” Commissioner
Hannen said.

“It is a little baffling to me,”
Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said.

NJDEP Approves Cranford’s
Birchwood Application

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) has approved
the permit applications submit-
ted by Cranford Development
Associates (CDA) to develop 215
and 235 Birchwood Avenue, the
township committee said Mon-
day at its workshop meeting.
The township has not received
any formal documents or further
information, Township Attorney
Diane Dabulas said. The town-
ship has said in the past that it
would appeal.

The Governor’s Office is hold-
ing up the release of the Army
Corps of Engineers’ report on its
cost/benefit analysis of its
stormwater mitigation plans
along the Rahway River water-
shed, Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

On a separate matter, Com-
missioner Robert D’Ambola said
in his Department of Public Works
report, “There is a salt short-
age.”

“We expect another storm this
Thursday. It is going to be a
problem,” Mr. D’Ambola said.

“The potholes are horrendous,”
he said. He was given approval
to expedite town emergency re-
pairs to county roads.

The workshop meeting included
updates from the health depart-
ment, the environmental com-
mission, Roosevelt Park Com-
mittee and Downtown District
Management Corporation, as well
as a presentation on Phase 1 of
the Town Hall renovations and a
proposal on upgrading the pay
stations.

The health department has flu
vaccines available for children. It
also has vaccines for meningitis,
pneumonia, shingles and DTAP
for adults who are uninsured or
underinsured.

Mayor Kalnins asked for an up-

date on a child who was diag-
nosed with lead poisoning. On
January 30 the child’s lead level
was 20, which is down from 59.
The department is working on a
diet with the child to decrease
the lead levels. “I would like to
see it below 10 within the next
six months,” said Monika
Koscova-Jencik, Registered En-
vironmental Health Specialist.
The child has developmental is-
sues and puts everything in its
mouth, which Ms. Koscova-Jencik
said has slowed the progress in
treatment.

Rita La Brutto asked the town-
ship for an update on the credits
for the group homes that she
said have been missing since
2010. Ms. La Brutto last brought
this up at a planning board meet-
ing late last year when she was a
member of the board. She asked
for documentation that the
township’s affordable-housing
credits established by the Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (COAH)
regulations are being sought. She
said 20 plus credits could be
established. Ms. Dabulas said
there are no longer 20 plus cred-
its that could be had.

“There is documentation. We
are waiting on one property.
There is another owner we are
waiting for documentation from
to submit to the DCA (State of
New Jersey Department of Com-
munity Affairs). It is in the pro-
cess,” said Ms. Dabulas. “Serve
Center is the one we are waiting
for,” she said.

“Quite honestly, it has been a
disgrace,” Ms. La Brutto said.

Roosevelt Park has been
“graded and seeded success-
fully,” said Darren Gottesmann,
member of the Roosevelt Park
Committee.

A picnic table and bench are in
place with help from the Eagle

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PARK UPDATE...Darren Gottesmann, left, a member of the Cranford Roosevelt
Park Committee, gives an update on planned renovations for the new Roosevelt
Park at the Cranford Township Committee workshop meeting on Monday. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE


