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Saturday February 22, 2014 at 7pm  |  The Presbyterian Church, Westfi eld 

Tickets $25-$75
Students $12

For tickets and 
information go to 

www.NJFestivalOrchestra.org 
 or call 908 232 9400

The Gypsy Spirit
KODALY Dances of Galanta   

SAINT-SAENS 
Cello Concerto No. 1

featuring soloist 
Allison Eldredge 

DVORÁK Symphony No. 8

FILM FESTIVAL…“Belle,” pictured, above, along with “The Double,” “Fading
Gigolo,” “Le Week-End,” “Locke” and many more not-yet-released movies will
premiere in the Arthouse Film Festival beginning Monday, March 3, at AMC
Loews Mountainside and AMC Loews Monmouth Mall. For more information
call (732) 870-6012 or visit www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com.

Arthouse Film Festival
Announces Line-up

AREA — Imagine seeing a festival-
winning movie before it is released to
the public, then the lights come up, and
there in front of you are the creators of
the film, ready to answer questions and
discuss their work. Starting on Mon-
day, March 3, this will be a reality as
Arthouse Film Festival begins its ten-
week festival at two New Jersey the-
atres: AMC Loews Mountainside and
AMC Loews Monmouth Mall.

The festival has hosted 1,611 movie
premieres with 1,034 live guest ap-
pearances over the past 23 years. Oscar
winners and nominees Danny Aiello,
Alan Arkin, James Cromwell, Frank
Darabont, Jesse Eisenberg, Ethan
Hawke, Jean-Pierre Jeunet, Melissa
Leo, Viggo Mortensen, Chazz
Palminteri, John Sayles, Aaron Sorkin,
Fisher Stevens and David Strathairn
have joined Dylan Baker, Famke
Janssen, Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Derek
Luke, Mary Stuart Masterson, David
Morse, Connie Nielsen, Joe Pantoliano
and Kevin Smith as guest speakers who
have come to share their insights with
festival participants.

“The program will always be flex-
ible in order to take advantage of op-
portunities as they arise,” said festival
director Chuck Rose. “Wonderful sur-
prises and fantastic celebrities can pop
up out of nowhere, so we try to keep the
schedule as fluid as possible. “Even
before we started 23 years ago, I began
working to create an international VIP
network of actors, directors, screen-
writers, producers, journalists and film
industry pros whose jobs involve creat-
ing and evaluating the cream of
Sundance, Cannes, Toronto, Venice,
Berlin, SXSW, Tribeca and the other
important film festivals. We also work
to ferret out potential hits in the devel-
opment and production stages so we
are ready to pounce on the best films
first. “Three of the films we premiered
last year just received a total of 16
Oscar nominations: “12 Years a Slave
(9), “Nebraska” (6) and “The Broken
Circle Breakdown” (1),” explained Mr.
Rose.

For information, to see which films
were screened in the past, or to register,
visit www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com

or call (732) 870-6012. The festival is
open to anyone, but seating is limited,
so early enrollment is advised.

Subscription is $133 for five weeks
or $235 for all ten weeks. Also being
offered is a specially priced flex ticket
so the user may choose any eight out of
ten nights for their convenience. Dis-
counts will be available for early regis-
tration.

Confirmed films and those under
consideration for the upcoming festi-
val include: “Belle” with Gugu Mbatha-
Raw, Tom Wilkinson, director Misan
Sagay; “Breathe In” with Felicity Jones,
Guy Pearce, director Drake Doremus;
“A Coffee in Berlin” with Tom
Schilling, Friederike Kempter, director
Jan Ole Gerster; “The Double” with
Jesse Eisenberg, Mia Wasikowska,
Sally Hawkins, director Richard
Ayoade; “Fading Gigolo” with Sofia
Vergara, Woody Allen, director John
Turturro; “Four Dogs” with Oliver
Cooper, Dan Bakkedahl, director Joe
Burke; “The Immigrant” with Marion
Cotillard, Joaquin Phoenix, director
James Gray; “Chef” with Robert
Downey Jr., Scarlett Johansson, di-
rector Jon Favreau; “Ida” with Agata
Trzebuchowska, Agata Kulesza, di-
rector Pawel Pawlikowski; “Le Week-
End” with Jim Broadbent, Lindsay
Duncan, Jeff Goldblum, director
Roger Michell; “Locke” with Tom
Hardy, Ruth Wilson, director Steven
Knight; “Neighbors” with Seth
Rogen, Zac Effron, director Nick
Stoller; “Night Moves” with Dakota
Fanning, Peter Sarsgaard, director
Kelly Reichardt; “The Retrieval” with
Tishuan Scott, Ashton Sanders, di-
rector Chris Eska; “Rob the Mob”
with Michael Pitt, Nina Arianda, di-
rector Raymond De Felitta; “St.
Vincent” with Bill Murray, Naomi
Watts, Melissa McCarthy, director
Theodore Melfi; “We Are the Best!”
with David Dencik, Liv LeMoyne,
director Lukas Moodysson; “Wild”
with Reese Witherspoon, Gaby
Hoffmann, director Jean-Marc Vallee;
and “The Young and Prodigious
Spivet” with Helena Bonham Carter,
Kathy Bates, director Jean-Pierre
Jeunet.

Water Color Club to Host Artist Ann Taylor

WATERCOLOR DEMO...The Essex Water Color Club will present a water-
color painting demonstration by Verona artist, Ann Taylor, on Sunday, March
9, from 2-4 p.m. at the Livingston Senior Community Center, 204 Hillside
Avenue, Livingston. Pictured above is Huguenot Dusk by Mrs. Taylor.

LIVINGSTON — The Essex Water
Color Club will present a watercolor
painting demonstration by Verona art-
ist, Ann Taylor, on Sunday, March 9,
from 2-4 p.m. at the Livingston Senior
Community Center, 204 Hillside Av-
enue, Livingston.

Ann Taylor is an award-winning
watercolorist who finds challenge in
interpreting a wide variety of subjects,
frequently utilizing water as a compo-
sitional element. Her love of color and
light is evident in most of her paint-
ings.

Mrs. Taylor began studying water-
colors when she was 15. A graduate of
the High School of Industrial Arts in
Manhattan, she has a B.A. in Fine and
Applied Arts from Brooklyn College.
Further studies include courses at The
School of Visual Arts, the New School
for Social Research and the Yard
School of Art in Montclair.

She is a signature member of the
New Jersey Watercolor Society, The
Garden State Watercolor Society and
an exhibiting member of the Essex
Water Color Club. Ann is also a signa-
ture member of the Pastel Society of
New Jersey and a member of the Al-
lied Artists of America, the North East

Watercolor Society, the Clifton Assn.
of Artists, the Art Centre of New Jer-
sey, the West Essex Art Assn. and the
Millburn/Short Hills Art Center. Ann
recently completed a two-year term as
President of the New Jersey Water-
color Society and is a Past-president
of the Essex Water Color Club.

Mrs. Taylor has had seven solo
shows and participated in select juried
exhibitions at the, Morris, Monmouth,
Noyes and Ellerslie Museums. Her
paintings are included in many private
American and international collec-
tions. Presently, she teaches water-
color classes in Caldwell and is on the
staff of the Livingston Arts Associa-
tion. She also has conducted water-
color workshops sponsored by the Road
Scholar (Elderhostel) program. She has
been teaching watercolor painting for
over 20 years.

The demonstration is open to all and
is free to members. A $5 donation is for
non-members and guests. Refresh-
ments will be served.

For more information visit
www.ewcclub.com or call (973) 994-
1597. More of Ann Taylor’s work can
be viewed at
www.annandallentaylor.com.

Washington School Players’ Pandora’s Box
Unleashed Wicked Good Fun

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Greek mythology
warned that opening Pandora’s box
unleashes nothing but problems. How-
ever, the one opened by the Washing-
ton School Players last weekend in
their 67th annual production,
“Pandora’s Box” also released lots of
laughs and some catchy song and dance
numbers.

Of course, evil did rear its ugly head.
In true mythological fashion, it reared
four of them: Midas (Joshua Wein),
Medusa (Julie Shanebrook), Ares (John
Potamousis), and Narcissus (Eric
Lipkind). Although, Narcissus might
take issue with the word “ugly” as
evidenced by his inability to stop fawn-
ing over himself in a handheld mirror
while singing “I Feel Pretty,” much to
the audience’s delight.

It was up to three Washington School
“students” (Roselle Schjong, Monica
Bergin and Brian Raftery) to stop the
four vices from wreaking havoc among
their classmates.

This proved to be no easy task as the
immortals instigated fights on the play-
ground, bestowed jealousy and vanity
upon the school art show and talent
auditions, and encouraged kids to be-
come greedy hoarders with regard to
their birthday cupcakes.

Granted, their evil tricks were made
quite entertaining thanks to expertly
choreographed dance numbers includ-
ing M.C. Hammer’s “U Can’t Touch
This,” “Cruisin’ for a Brusin’” from

Teen Beach Movie, and Lady Gaga’s
“Applause.”

King of the gods, Zeus (Mark
Parmelee), popped in from time to
time, bringing along thundering sound
effects and his comedic ability to chan-
nel a preacher man persona while guid-
ing the students.

The kids finally found “antidotes” to
extinguish the evil foursome in the
form of Prometheus (Alun Williams),
Cupid (Lani Lipkind), Arachne (Sheila
Wiggins), and Lakshmi (Katie
Garguilo). They imparted the four vir-
tues of generosity, humility, gratitude
and love, which were powerful enough
to send the vices back into Pandora’s
Box…although not necessarily forever.

Scriptwriter Julie Shanebrook said
this was the message she hoped to drive
home, particularly to young audience
members.

“You can never get jealousy, greed,
vanity and intolerance safely back in
the box forever,” Ms. Shanebrook told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “But as long as
you keep the antidotes close to your
heart, the vices will never take over
your life.”

This was the third script Ms.
Shanebrook has written and performed
during her five years with the show. A
trip to the bookstore where her daugh-
ter selected a book about mythology
inspired her concept of “Pandora’s
Box.”

She said knowing returning cast
members’ talents and capabilities

and laugh.”
Mr. Spellman added, “It makes you

step outside of yourself and challenge
yourself. It’s been great times, great
friendships…I’ll miss it.”

Also moving on was Monica Bergin,
who portrayed “Kate,” one of the stu-
dents that opened Pandora’s box. The
Bergin family has been involved with
the show for eleven years.

“It is truly a fantastic experience,”
Ms. Bergin said. “I was lucky enough
to have my husband, Patrick, join me
this year for the couple’s dance. I’m
glad he got to witness first hand the
whole rehearsal process…People work
on this year round behind the scenes,
but it’s truly the final four to five weeks
that shapes itself into ‘The Show.’”

The show’s band filled the Roosevelt
School auditorium with lively music
and continued to entertain the audience
during intermission. They also per-
formed the Doors’ “Light My Fire” as
a tribute to the late Ray Manzarek with
some impressive keyboard work by
band co-director Steve Little.

“Pandora’s Box” was directed by
Phil Leary and Melissa Goldman, and
produced by Marc Fishman, Liz
Mulholl, Ray Garguilo and Robyn Ives.

An annual tradition since 1948 and
still the school’s largest fundraiser, the
show is always written, directed, per-
formed and produced by Washington
School parents and staff. The PTO will
determine how to best use the proceeds
to benefit students.

helped her envision the final product
while writing, but that it can still be
challenging to incorporate all of the
components required and to satisfy the
many aspects of the contingents.

“To quote mythology, it’s like the
many heads of the hydra,” Ms.
Shanebrook said.

It is a long-standing show tradition
to include a couple’s dance number,
and this year, they moved and grooved
to “Copacabana.”

Students also always look forward to
seeing their teachers, along with Prin-
cipal Andrew Perry, up on the stage,
where they performed “Safety Dance,”
waving glowing neon accessories un-
der strobe light special effects.

The traditional men’s number also
did not disappoint. Mini-skirt clad
Washington School dads donned
“paws” and sashayed their furry “tails”
through “What Does the Fox Say?”
resulting in lots of hooting and howling
from the audience.

This fan favorite was choreographed
by Jill Spellman, who, along with her
husband, Kevin, celebrated a ninth
and final year with the show. Mrs.
Spellman also played the role of
Pandora, while Mr. Spellman por-
trayed Alex, one of the boys arguing
on the playground.

“I really don’t know what I’m going
to do next January,” Mrs. Spellman
joked. “It’s an intense month, but so
much fun and so unlike anything in
real life…You can’t help but smile

Photo courtesy of J.P. Terry
PANDORA’S BOX...Washington School Players performed in their 67th annual
production “Pandora’s Box” last weekend. Julie Shanebrook, above, wrote the
script and also portrayed the goddess, Medusa.

Photo courtesy of J.P. Terry
GREEK GODS...Ares, played by John Potamousis, left, is told by Zeus, played
by Mark Parmelee, that love has conquered intolerance, so Ares must get back
into Pandora's box during Washington School Players’ “Pandora’s Box” per-
formed last weekend.

WCP to Host One-Act
Playwright Competition

WESTFIELD — Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) announces
they will host “Curtain Up at WCP,”
this year’s new addition to the theater’s
programming and fundraising efforts.

“Curtain Up at WCP” will be an
evening of one-act plays and mono-
logues showcasing the talents of new
playwrights in the area. WCP will
accept original scripts now through
Friday, February 21, for this show-
case. Four to six one-act plays will be
chosen from all submissions. Also,
two to three monologues, three to
four minutes long, will also be cho-
sen.

Submitted plays must be no longer
than 15 minutes in length and need to
utilize minimal set pieces and props.
There is no entry fee and finalists will
be selected by a committee. Selected
plays will be performed at the theater
on Saturday, June 7.

Submissions can be emailed to
westfieldcommunityplayers@gmail.com
or can be mailed to the theater:
Westfield Community Players, 1000
North Avenue, West, Westfield, N.J.
07090, Attention Gail Smith.

Auditions for Fantastic
Mr. Fox Announced

WESTFIELD — Hedgehog and
Feather Theatre Company announced
auditions for the spring production
of Fantastic Mr. Fox,  adapted from
the Roald Dahl book by Sally Reid,
will take place in March. There are
numerous roles for adults, kids and
older kids. Detailed character descrip-
tions and age ranges for parts can be
found by visiting
www.hedgehogandfeather.org/
fantastic_mr_fox

Audition date: are Sunday, March 2,
at Parish Center – Holy Trinity Church,
Westfield from 3-4:30 – kids (all age
groups); Adult rehearsals will be held
from 4:30 – 6 p.m.

Rehearsals will be held on Tuesday
and Thursday nights. Attendance at
rehearsal will depend on role you are
cast in. Details to be announce. Bring
all potential conflict dates with you to
auditions so there are no last minute
surprises that interfere will rehearsals
or performances.

Tech week will be held from May 5-
8 in the evenings  and are mandatory.

Performances, which are also man-
datory, will take place on Friday, May
9, at 7 p.m. and Saturday, May 10, at 2
and 7 p.m.; Friday, May 16, at 7 p.m.,
Saturday, May 17, at 2 and 7 p.m.

There is no audition fee, but there
will be a script and costume fee be-
tween $10 and $25 dollars for anyone
who is cast.


