
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 13, 2014 Page 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY GOOD INTENTIONS...Raider Alyssa Riporti, with her father Jerry on
the left, signs a letter of intent to play Division I soccer at Lehigh University in
Bethlehem, Pa. next fall, while Mike Walsh, with his father Kevin on the right,
signs to play Division I soccer at Radford University in Virginia. Pictured behind
are: Raiders Head girls Coach Kevin Ewing, left, and boys Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky.
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HEADING TO GEORGETOWN...Cougar three-sport athlete John Oblachinski,
flanked by his mother Carol and brother Brian on the left and father John on the
right, has signed to play Division I football at Georgetown University in Wash-
ington D.C. in the fall. Pictured, left to right, in the back row are: Director of
Athletics Darren Torsone and Oblachinski’s coaches Ryan Huber (basketball),
Erik Rosenmeier (football) and Dennis McCaffrey (baseball).
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DEFINITELY HEADING SOUTH...Blue Devil Matt Luppino, left, plans to
remain a Blue Devil when he competes in cross-country at Duke University in
Durham, N.C. in the fall. Alex Morgan will play soccer for the University of
Central Florida in Orlando. Pictured, left to right, back row; are: Westfield High
School Principal Peter Renwick, Cross-country coach Chris Tafelski, boys soccer
coach Eric Shaw and Director of Athletics Sandy Mamary.

BUSCH, TOMPKINS KEY WINS; BIRCH HANGS TOUGH

Cougar Matmen Hold Back
Wildcats in Sectionals, 30-28
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two matches in a row came down
to the final bout within a four-day
span and the Cranford High School
wrestling team managed to pull both
of them out of the fire, ending with a
30-28 victory over Becton/
Wallington in the first round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 2 tour-
nament in Cranford on February 10.

The 17-4 Cougars had just nipped
Northern Highlands, 31-31, winning
by Criteria on February 7 and were
quite aware of the talent the Becton
Wildcats, now 14-6, brought to the
table.

Bonus points were a must by either
team and it appeared early on that the
Wildcats were going to get the lion’s
share, while the Cougars missed out
twice on bonus points in the early
stages. However what did go in the
Cougars’ favor was several stellar
individual efforts at key times.

But first with the match beginning
at the 170-lb class, the Wildcats pre-
sented one of their top wrestlers with
Nathan Bueno, stepping onto the mats
with a 28-2 record to face Chris
Kiame. Bueno took Kiame to the mat
and pinned him in 1:00 using a tight
waist/half nelson.

At 182-lbs, Cougar Nick Ballas

made several takedown attempts, al-
though unsuccessful, on Angelo
Dishmey but did get a two-point tilt
in the second period and added an
escape and a takedown in the third to
claim the decision. At 195-lbs, Wild-
cat Rafael Medrano received a forfeit
then Dylan Lewin improved to 23-7
when he recorded a 9-1 majority de-
cision over Mike Pastor to make the
team score, 16-3.

The Cougars missed out on a bo-
nus point in the final seconds of the
285-lb bout when Deion Sanchez
received a penalty point and an es-
cape to drop an 8-2 decision to Cou-
gar Jon ElKhoury. At 106-lbs, Wild-
cat Phil Ruiz improved to 25-7 when
he recorded two escapes and a five-
point shoulder roll-to-back move to
defeat Anthony Capece.

Freshman Tom DiGiovanni ignited
a string of six Cougar victories by
earning an 11-3 majority decision
over Mike Cabrera at 113-lbs.
DiGiovanni began the bout with a
single-leg trip takedown, followed
with an offensive spin takedown then
added an escape and three more
takedowns in the third period.

At 120-lbs, Chris Scorese began
with a quick dart single-leg takedown
on Jon Arendas then added three
points with a stretch hammerlock/

half nelson. Arendas scored a rever-
sal in the second period, but Scorese
escaped and added a single-leg wrap-
around takedown. In the third, Scorese
took a 10-2 lead with another
takedown, but Arendas avoided the
major decision with an escape at the
buzzer.

Cougar Dave Busch went to town
at 126-lbs with a single-leg trip
takedown on Andrew Quintana and
added three more takedowns and an
escape to seize a 9-3 victory. Through-
out his bout, Busch kept working for
the two-on-one tilt in an effort to gain
additional points.

Brian McGovern gave the Cougars
their first team lead of the evening
when he recorded seven takedowns,
a two-point nearfall and an escape
then topped it off with a three-point
cradle to claim a 20-5 tech fall in 5:57
over Joe Pierantoni at 132-lbs to make
the score, 21-19. At 138-lbs, Cougar
junior Gavin Murray upped his ca-
reer win record to 97 when he pinned
Chris Meo in 46 seconds with an arm
bar/half nelson.

One of the most impressive bouts
of the evening arrived at 145-lbs when
Cougar Andrew Tompkins squared
off with Rafal Kolodziel, who stepped
on the mat with a 19-7 record.

WF’s Stravach, Luppino Win
At Group 4 Track Sectionals
The Westfield High School girls

placed fourth at the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 championships at
the Bennett Center in Toms River on
February 8, while the Blue Devil boys
placed fifth in their section. The Lady
Blue Devils had a total of 35, behind
Ridge at 78, Columbia at 73 and
Franklin at 44.

Senior Gabby Stravach won the
1,600 meters with a time of 5:13.2
and Erica Fischer finished third at
5:22.1. Stravach also crossed first in
the 3,200 at 11:41.35 and Fischer
finished fifth at 12:01.75. Hannah
Hawkins tied for third in the high
jump with a height of 4’8". Natalie
Marcotullio finished fifth in the 800
with a time of 2:20.7. Brooke
Scheaffer, Sophie Goldschmidt, Jenna
Helfand and Marcotullio placed sixth
in the 4x400 at 4:11.16.

Senior Matt Luppino took top hon-
ors in the 1,660 with a time of 4:27.97.
Luppino also finished second in the
3,200 at 9:45.77 and Matt Russo fin-
ished sixth at 9:55.12. Will Chandler
placed fifth in the 800 at 2:01.23.
Peter Foltz and Nick
Carayannopoulos placed 5-6 in the
pole vault with heights of 11 feet.

The Raider girls placed seventh in
their Group 3 sectional with a total of
11. Dariana DeVore at 7.77 and Am-
ber Simmons at 7.88 placed 5-6 in the
55-meter dash. The Lady Raiders also
placed second in the 4x400 at 4:17.12.
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GAME WINNER AND ICING...Raider junior John Bruckman, No. 19, scored
the game-winning and insurance goals in a 4-2 victory over the A.L. Johnson
Crusaders on Senior Night at the Rock in Dunellen on February 9. See SPF/A.L.
Johnson ice hockey story on page 16

Lady Cougars Bounce
Bishop Ahr, 46-37

Defense seized the driver’s seat in
the fourth quarter for the Cranford
High School girls basketball team in
a 46-37 victory over Bishop Ahr in
Edison on February 8. The 10-9 Cou-
gars, who trailed 14-9 after the first
quarter, kept chipping away then lim-
ited 10-8 Bishop Ahr to just two points
in the fourth quarter.

Erin Meixner sank two 3-pointers
and led the Cougars with 14 points,
while Lindsey Pace netted 12 points,
Cerys MacLelland hit 11, Bela Speer
sank six and Kerry Wischusen had three.
Cranford   8 13 16   9 46
Bishop Ahr 14 11 10   2 37

Westfield Gets Second
At Sectional Bowling
The Westfield High School bowl-

ing team placed second with a total
of 2,805 behind Linden at 2,867 at
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
4 Tournament at Jersey Lanes in
Linden on February 7. Blue Devil
Sebastian Rojas rolled the second-
highest series with a 699.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders placed fourth in their Group
3 sectional with a total of 2,704 and
the Cranford Cougars took fourth
in the Group 2 sectional with a total
of 2,892.


