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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Way Back Machine
Visits November 1960

Once upon a time there was a TV
program called “The Rocky and
Bullwinkle Show.” It was technically
“Rocky and Friends” for two years and
“The Bullwinkle Show” for the rest of
the 1959-64 run.

It was an animated variety show,
featuring Rocket J. Squirrel, Bullwinkle
the Moose, and including segments
with Russian spys – Boris Badenov
and Natasha Fatale – along with Dudley
Do-Right, a Canadian Mounted Po-
liceman who constantly battled the evil
Snidley Whiplash, Fractured Fairy
Tales, Captain Peter (Wrongway)
Peachfuzz, and Peabody’s Improbable
History.

My favorite part of the show was Mr.
Peabody and his “boy,” Sherman. They
will be featured in a full-length ani-
mated film this fall titled “Mr. Peabody
and Sherman.” Mr. Peabody was a talk-
ing dog, and he and his “boy” Sherman
would go on weekly trips in the Way
Back Machine to different times in
history.

The Way Back Machine seemed like
a perfect name for a weekly or month
item in the Devil’s Den – an old photo,
with all the names, and a little historic
perspective from different times and
teams in Westfield’s athletic past.

Recently, while searching for the
something about the Blue Devil mas-
cot in the1960 Leader archives, I came
across a photo of Edison Junior High’s
undefeated ninth grade football team.
It seems like a perfect starting point.

Talk about some great names from
the past – Jay Isbrecht, Leroy Gallman,
Harry Beane, Jim O’Neil, Nick
Piscopo, Joe Hagy, Steve Hoppin, Doug
Carver, Charlie Widmer, Charles Hely,
Charley Matino, Ed Thorne, Haldene
Talieferro, Emory (Sonny) Johnson,
Fred Bass, Ken Brix, and others, in-
cluding future Blue Devil mascot Don
Glassey.

Looking over the names, there didn’t
appear to be a quarterback. But a quick
email to Thorne, aka Faithful Reader
Ed from Pembroke, Mass., got this
response: “That was the last year that
Les Zorge coached the high school, so
we were using the single wing, same as
the varsity.”

The starting backfield included
Isbrecht (tailback), Gallman (fullback),
Glassey (blocking back, ahead of fu-
ture WHS fullback O’Neil) and Beane

(wingback). Talk about a talented
backfield! And the line was loaded too,
with Johnson and Ed (Dee Dee) Strond
at end, Bass and Jim Norris at tackle,
co-captains Piscopo and Hagy at guard
and Bob Vanbenscoten at center.

They were called the Dynamos and
they went 4-0, beating Roosevelt, 30-
0, Livingston, 39-0, South Plainfield,
40-7 and Linden, 13-7.

The Dynamos had to rally to win the
finale and finish unbeaten. After Lin-
den scored on the game’s opening play,
Beane returned a punt for a second-
quarter touchdown. Then late in the
game, after a Beane touchdown had
been called back by a penalty, Beane
connected with Strond for the game-
winning touchdown.

If you have an old photo – from
Little League, PAL football or wres-
tling, Roosevelt or Edison Junior High
or high school, varsity or junior varsity
– that you’d like to share in the Way
Back Machine, just scan it and e-mail
it, with names of all those in the pic-
ture, to me at bj1019@aol.com. We’ll
get it in as space allows.

BASKETBALL UPDATE
Junior Lillian Scott became the fourth

WHS girl to reach 1,000 career points
last week against Rahway. She joins
Erin Miller (1,580), Krissy Jeremiah
(1,169) and Liz McKeon (1,017). Class-
mate Jackie Knapp will be soon be-
come the fifth member of “Club 1,000.”
One stat that jumped out of the box
score from the Rahway game was the
10 blocked shots by sophomore Rachel
Mattessich. No school records are kept
for blocks, but 10 is a hard number to
top. The girls picked up a nice 59-49
win at Union, with sophomore Olivia
Luzzi helping in the scoring effort with
15 points. Freshman Hannah Liddy
added back-to-back double figure
games, including a 12-points, 8-re-
bounds, 5-steals effort in Saturday’s
55-44 win over SP-F. Overlooked in all
the hysteria about Scott’s 1,000th point
was the girls picking up the 400th vic-
tory in the program’s modern era (1973-
present). Given all the underclass tal-
ent currently on the team, and unbeaten
teams on the jayvee, freshman and
eighth grade levels, it shouldn’t take
long for coach Joe Marino and Co. to
reach No. 500.

There are also four boys in “Club
1,000” – Bob King (1,329), Bob Felter

(1,094), Mike Venezia (1,079) and Russ
(Boo) Bowers (1,002). King, Felter and
Bowers each accomplished it in three
years, and also in the era before the 3-
point arc, which both Felter and Bowers
would’ve taken full advantage of.

THIS AND THAT
Seniors Gabby Stravach and Matt

Luppino captured state championships
at Saturday’s Group 4 indoor track
championships in Toms River. Stravach
ran to victories in the 1,600 and 3,200
to power the girls team to fourth place,
while Luppino captured the 1,600 and
was second in the 3,200 as the boys
finished fifth.

Junior Sebastian Rojas rolled a 699
series Saturday as the bowling team
finished second to Linden at the North
2 Group 4 sectional at Linden Lanes.

The District 11 championships will
be held at WHS on Feb. 21-22. The
Blue Devils, who won the team title
last winter, have three returning cham-
pions – Nick Kalimtzis, Matt Barber
and Nick Velez. Also in the highly
competitive field are Cranford, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Kenilworth, Rahway,
Linden, Elizabeth and Shabazz. Coach
Glen Kurz’s Devils also won in 2009.

LACROSSE UPDATE
Denver lacrosse coach Bill Tierney,

via insidelacrosse.com, tossed a bou-
quet to WHS coach Pat Tuohy when he
was discussing star freshman
defenseman Christian Burgdorf (’13):

“He’s the quintessential poster boy
of ‘early/late’ recruiting. He commit-
ted at the end of his sophomore year
and we thought there was good poten-
tial. He grew a few inches, thinned out,

got stronger and — I can’t credit his
coaches enough — he really learned to
play the game. He walked in from Day
1 and at times has been our best
defenseman.”

Denver was ranked No. 4 in the
country last year and has been a par-
ticipant in two of the last three NCAA
Final Fours.

IN PASSING
Vince Marvosa (’55) passed away

Feb. 3 at the age of 76. “Coke” was a
lifelong resident of Westfield and owned
VM Electric, which his sons Jimmy and
John took over in 2003 when he retired.
“Coke” was a member of the Westfield
School Boosters and coached little
league for several years. He was the
varsity shortstop in 1954 (split time
with Dale Grosvenor) and ’55.

Ralph Kiner, a Hall of Fame slugger
and baseball announcer for over 50
years with the New York Mets, died
Feb. 6. He was 91. “Kiner’s Korner”
was can’t-miss TV, especially if you
loved Kiner’s interesting use of words,
or his getting names mixed up. He once
called himself Ralph Korner, and Tim
McCarver was Tim McArthur. But the
guy dated Elizabeth Taylor and Janet
Leigh, so he must’ve been doing some-
thing right.

WAY BACK MACHINE
The 1960 Edison Junior High ninth

grade football team went 4-0 and fea-
tured quite a few future WHS stars.
Front row (from left): Jim Witzal, Char-
ley Matino, Don Glassey, Harry Beane,
Joe Hagy, Nick Piscopo, Jim
MacFarlane, Jim O’Neil, Mike Clarke,
Bob Brunton; second row: coach Stan
Ziobro, Louis Porchetta, Bob Degen,
Tom Hannis, Chuck Henderson, Ron
Novello, Fred Bass, Jack Comer, Steve
Hoppin, Ken Brix, coach Bob Diedrick;
third row: K. Koppenhoefer, D.
Mackey, Charlie Hely, Bob
Vanbenscoten, Jay Isbrecht, Emory
Johnson, Doug Carver, Jim Norris,
Anthony Sepe; back row: Mark Rowe,
Charley Widmer, Ed Thorne, John
Clements, Leroy Gallman, Ed (Dee
Dee) Strond
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been doing a lot of breaststroke this
year, because Amy (West) was in-
jured. Wherever they need me, I’ll
swim.”

A 1-2 in the 50 free by Baldwin and
Devin provided WHS with its first
lead at 32-30. The Devils would never
trail again. But in a meet this close,
every place is critical. Every fourth
place instead of a fifth is a two-point
swing. Every winning relay is an
eight-point swing over a second place
relay. That situation was not lost on
the Westfield kids.

“My times were OK but I’ve done
better,” said Devin, who clocked 24.85
and 1:01.26 on Monday. “I went 24.69
in state finals last year and I’ve been
58.75 in the fly. It’s a little tough,
doing the 50 and the fly with no boys
meet in between. But times aren’t as
important as places in these meets.
You do what you have to for the
team.”

With a two-point lead after the but-
terfly, Baldwin, fellow senior Allie
McBrearty and junior Courtney Day
went 1-3-4 in the 100 free, upping the
lead to 51-43.

Leading 58-52 after the 500,
Westfield put down the hammer in
the 200 free relay. Baldwin-Devin-
Day-Cronin won in 1:39.43. Seniors
Lauren Schmeider, Julie
Diamantopolous and Daniel gave the
lead to Oster, who brought it home
third in 1:44.49 and the Devils had a

68-56 lead.
With Baldwin having her two indi-

vidual races, Temple easily won the
backstroke. But WHS had Basil, se-
nior Audrey Bangs and Oster finish
2-3-4, so won the event 9-7.

The lead was 77-63 with two events
left. A 1-2 in the breaststroke gave
Hillsborough some hope, as Westfield
led 83-73 going into the final relay
and just needed to finish second to
win/advance. They got 2-3.

“We just wanted to have 82 points
going into the last relay,” Knight said.

Notes: WHS will put its five-year
69-meet unbeaten streak (68-0-1),
stretching back to the end of the 2010
season, on the line tonight against
Hunterdon Central. The school record
is 74 consecutive wins, from 1984-
90. … This is the 28th year since the
team tournament format was started
in 1987, and Westfield’s girls have
been in 25 sectional finals, missing
out in 1991, ’92 and ’93. … WHS has
also been in 21 of the 27 state finals
over that period.

If the WHS boys beat Scotch Plains
in Tuesday’s semifinal, they will also
be swimming for the sectional title
Thursday at Perth Amboy, against the
winner of the Bridgewater-
Hillsborough semifinal. … WHS’s
boys have swum for the sectional
championship every year since 1987.
They’ve been in the title meet 16
times.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING OUT THE EFFORT...Blue Devil Erika Daniel finished second in the
100-butterfly with a time of 59.74.


