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RAISE MONEY IN STYLE
L AST YEAR LOCAL NON-PROFIT 

GROUPS RAISED A COMBINED 

TOTAL OF OVER $515,000 

FIND OUT HOW 
AND APPLY TODAY
Get all the details about how your 
non-profit group can participate in our 
next event at our store at Westfield. 
Tuesday, April 29 and apply at 
lordandtaylor.com/dogood

IT’S SO EASY TO REAP 
THE BENEFITS 
• We plan a day of savings and events
• We host a kick-of f event and provide you 
with admission tickets to sell for $5 each 
• We of fer ticket purchasers some of our best 
savings of fers with the fewest exclusions of any 
Lord & Taylor savings pass
• Your group keeps ALL the ticket proceeds 
• Your group can earn even MORE in our contests

A FUNDRAISING SHOPPING EVENT

SHOP SMART DO GOOD

L O R D A N D T A Y L O R . C O M 
Always Free Shipping on online orders over $99

Lord & Taylor at Westfield, 609 North Avenue, Westfield, NJ.   All events subject to change or cancellation. 

ShovlinMattress.com

You’ve looked around.  You’ve tried this 
and that.  But you know what you like…
and what you don’t.  What gets you to 
sleep.  What puts a smile on your face.  

It’s how you found Nirvana.  The place 
that makes you say, “Sorry, I’m 

with Shovlin Mattress.”  Once 
you’re in Nirvana, is there 

really any reason to 
keep searching?

Thanks for Supporting
Garwood Toy Drive

On behalf of St. Joseph’s Social Ser-
vices Center, Sister Jacinta Fernandes,
and the children of Elizabeth, the
Garwood Knights of Columbus would
like to thank everyone for their donations
to our annual Toy Drive. Our thanks to
the following people for all their help and
support. The members of The Church of
St. Anne’s Rosary Society and their presi-
dent, Christine Guerriero; The Eastman
Management Group of Livingston Part-
ners, Michael and Peter Schofel, espe-
cially Catherine Mooney who arranged
collection boxes in five of their locations
including toy collections from her co
workers at The Eastman Management
Group; the many tenants in their building
and from the Mt. Pleasant Elementary
School in Livingston teacher Lauren
Nikirk, who again coordinated along with
her fifth grade students collections from
the students, teachers, parents, and staff.
Ms. Mooney’s efforts resulted in two
carload of toys being donated.

Each year family members take turns
waiting in line overnight in inclement
weather for the toy distribution the fol-
lowing morning. Your generosity is
greatly appreciated, especially during the
current economy.

Since 1983, St. Joseph’s has served the
materially poor and homeless commu-
nity of greater Elizabeth, New Jersey, by
providing basic human needs such as
food, clothing and medications, as well
as a wide range of services and programs
to help them acquire the material goods
and social services they need to live with
integrity.

For information on St. Joseph’s see
YouTube “Homeless in Elizabeth,” parts
one and two, or visit their website
www.stjosephelizabeth.org.

Keith M. Gallagher
Michael O’Donnell, Grand Knight

Robbie Kenny
Garwood Knights of Columbus

Had There Been Sochi Measures In
Benghazi, Stevens Might be Alive Letters to the Editor

Security for the people attending the
Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia is vi-
tally important.

 But security for the personnel of the
American diplomatic post in Benghazi,
Libya was also vitally important!

 President Obama called Russian Presi-
dent Putin to offer to help with security at
Sochi. There have been “exploratory dis-
cussions” among officials to use high-
tech American security equipment.

These have included discussions be-
tween Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman
General Martin Dempsey and his Rus-
sian counterpart involving electronic
equipment developed by the United States
to detect improvised explosive devices
(IEDs) in Iraq and Afghanistan and to
detect and scramble signals from a radio
or cell phone to set off explosive devices.

 United States Navy Rear Admiral John
Kirby said, “Air and naval assets, to
include two Navy ships in the Black Sea,
will be available if requested for all man-
ner of contingencies in support of and in
consultation with the Russian govern-
ment.” The United States Department of
Defense has now deployed two warships
to the Black Sea to help with security for
the Olympics.

C-17 transport planes are on standby at
American bases in Germany in the event
that Americans need to be evacuated from

the Olympics. The planes are approxi-
mately two hours away from Sochi.

Agents of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation have been stationed at Sochi.

All well and good, but where were
American military and other defenses for
our diplomatic post in Benghazi?

 Both the United States Senate Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernment Affairs in its bipartisan report
entitled “Flashing Red” of December
30,2012 and the United States Select
Intelligence Committee in its bipartisan
report of January 15, 2014 found that
there had been no military or other prepa-
ration to defend the post even though
there was a well known growing terrorist
threat to the post!

Finding Number 5 of the Committee
on Homeland Security: “The Department
of State did not take adequate measures
to mitigate the facilities significant vul-
nerabilities in this high-threat environ-
ment.”

 Finding Number 6 of the Committee:
“The Department of State did not ad-
equately support security requests from
its own security personnel in Benghazi.”

 Finding Number 7 of the Committee:
“….the Department of State did not con-
clude the facility in Benghazi should be
closer or temporarily shut down. That
was a grievous mistake.”

Finding Number 7 of the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence: “There were no
U.S. military resources in position to
intervene in short order to Benghazi to
help defend the Temporary Mission Fa-
cility and its Annex on September 11 and
September 12,2012.”

 The two committees thus found no
preparations for evacuation of personnel
if there had been terrorist attack!

 Had there been such measures and
preparations perhaps Ambassador Chris
Stevens, Foreign Service Information
Management Officer Sean Smith, former
Navy Seal Glen Anthony Doherty, and
former Navy Seal Tyrone S. Woods would
be at Sochi this very moment!

 Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

New Jersey Should
Overhaul Drug Policy
New Jersey is in strong need of drug

law reform and Senator Nicholas Scutari
(D-22nd, Linden) is taking the right step
by introducing legislation to legalize
marijuana for adults over 21 in the Gar-
den State.

I understand 21 may be an appealing
number for a legal recreational marijuana
age, being the same legal age as alcohol.
But the fact is the 21 drinking age has
been a major failure of U.S. social policy
that has served only to complicate the
lives of citizens we otherwise consider to
be responsible adults. The drinking age
should be set no higher than 16 years of
age to remove the forbidden fruit aspect
and encourage responsible consumption
from the start.

It is time for a total overhaul of drug
policy. Not only should marijuana be
legalized, but other non-addictive sub-
stances such as psyclobin mushrooms,
MDMA (ecstasy/molly), LSD and
ketamine should be made legal for all
persons at least 16 years of age.

By legalizing non-addictive substances
and bringing everyone (including young
adults) out of the black market and into a
controlled, legal, regulated and taxed
system of psychoactive substance sales,
the availability of and demand for addic-
tive substances such as heroin will sig-
nificantly diminish.

“Just Say No” hasn’t worked. Replace
Drug Prohibition with Drug Regulation.

Eric Hafner
Toms River

We Owe to Our Children to Pass
Mountainside Bond Referendum

April 14th, 21st to Be
School Days In MS

This is a reminder that school is closed
on Friday, February 14th and Monday,
February 17th for Presidents’ Weekend.
As you know, we have used six snow
days so far this year which is two more
than the allotted four days that have been
built into the school calendar. As a result,
April 14TH and April 21ST will be rein-
stated as school days in accordance with
the Board of Education approved 2013-
2014 school year calendar. Any addi-
tional snow days used will be deducted
from spring recess. Also, please be aware
that our calendar differs slightly from
Berkeley Heights with regard to make-up
days. For Governor Livingston students,
the dates that Berkeley Heights will rein-
state as school days are April 14th and
April 15th.

Nancy Lubarsky, CSA
Mountainside Board of Education

Mountainside Schools
Provides Voter Info

Dear Mountainside Families: With our
upcoming referendum vote just around
the corner (March 11th) it is important
that everyone who can vote does vote
(including children 18 or older whose
primary residence is Mountainside).

[See www.ucnj.org]
Registering to vote if you or any other

Mountainside resident you know is not
yet registered.

Absentee ballots if you or any other
Mountainside resident will not be in town
on March 11th.

Important Deadlines:
Voter Registration Form: (Deadline

February 18th).
Absentee Ballot Application: By 8 p.m.

on Election Day (March 11th);  seven
days before the election if requested by
mail (March 4th); by 3 p.m. on the day
before the election if requested in person
(March 10th).

Please find the Voter Registration form
and Absentee Ballot attached.

Nancy Lubarsky, Ed.D
Mountainside Schools

I am a 64-year-old retiree who has
lived in Mountainside for almost eight
years. I love living in an efficiently-
managed community where people
really care about each other. On
March 11, Mountainside residents
will have an opportunity to demon-
strate how much we are willing to do
for our youngest residents, those who
look to us for support and guidance,
as we are asked to approve a
$19,489,629 bond issue to provide
much-needed renovation and im-
provements at the school district’s
two buildings.

The improvements to be financed
will enhance the security, safety and
health of the students attending the
schools, and will provide operational
savings in the form of reduced en-
ergy and maintenance costs. Most
importantly, this project will ensure

the educational viability of
Beechwood School and Deerfield
School for the foreseeable future.
None of the improvements can be
considered “fluff.” The district needs
to replace leaky roofs, replace a balky
boiler in Deerfield, replace broken
single-pane windows with modern
energy-efficient ones, renovate bath-
rooms that are considered unusable
by many children, replace doors that
don’t lock, and install security sys-
tems among other things.

Borough residents should be quite
pleased that we are able to provide
this enhanced environment for our
kids at a price that reflects a 40 per-
cent discount. The State of New Jer-
sey has approved these plans to re-
ceive a 40 percent debt service sub-
sidy for the life of the bond issue. In
other words, if we vote to approve the
bond issuance, we will only be re-
sponsible for 60 percent of the cost of
the principal and interest on the bonds.
We regularly pay our fair share of
taxes to the state and now we have a
chance to recoup some of that money
in the form of state assistance on
these wonderful projects for the kids.

We owe our children the best pos-
sible chance to learn and succeed. I
don’t have any children in the
Mountainside schools. I never have,
and I never will, and yet I recognize
my responsibility to the Mountainside
student community. I also recognize
that the value of my home depends to
a large degree on the reputation of the
schools. I will be voting “yes” on
March 11, and I urge every resident
of the borough to do the same for our
kids and for ourselves.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Mountainside Residents Need To
Vote Yes on March 11th

I am writing regarding the upcom-
ing school referendum vote on March
11. I have lived in Mountainside for
five-and-a-half years. A large draw to
living in Mountainside is that it’s
such a great place to raise a family; to
continue this we need to take care of
our schools in a responsible manner.

Our schools desperately need sig-
nificant repairs. Children deserve to
learn in buildings that are not plagued
by drafts, leaks, falling ceilings, and
inadequate heating. They shouldn’t
be hesitant to use the bathrooms dur-
ing the day. Parents need to be confi-
dent that all practicable safety mea-
sures are in place. Mountainside
schools currently don’t meet those
standards.

There are major facility and safety
changes that absolutely need to be
made. Administration needs to actu-
ally fix critical areas rather than con-
tinually band-aid them – which was
only feasible for so long. The Board
of Education understands action must
be taken, and they will make the
necessary changes.

The majority of repairs will hap-
pen one way or another. Because of
the severity of the schools’ condi-
tions, the Board of Ed can pass waiv-
ers to raise our taxes to pay for those
repairs if needed. But there’s a better
way: the citizens of Mountainside
can take advantage of the funding
opportunity currently available from
the state so that we can minimize the
financial impact on the taxpayers.
Wouldn’t we prefer to pay 60 percent
for the repairs over the course of 20

years than 100 percent with a perma-
nent tax base increase?

I am hopeful that the residents will
understand the criticality of our situ-
ation. We must invest in our schools
– for our children, for our teachers,
and for our town’s appeal to future
homeowners. Let’s do this in a finan-
cially responsible way - take advan-
tage of the state’s School Facility
Aid. Please vote Yes on March 11.

Beth Alder
Mountainside

Thank You Westfield
Republican Committee

I would like to express my thanks and
appreciation to the Westfield Town Re-
publican Committee, which honored me
at its reception last May for my service on
the Westfield Town Council.

While the Committee honored me for
my five years of service on the Council,
the committee honored Gerald Glasser
for his lifetime of service to Westfield.
Among his civic activities, Mr. Glasser
was a founding member of the local char-
ity, Imagine, which provides grief sup-
port for children who have lost a parent or
sibling. Maimonides said that the highest
form of charity is that which enhances the
life of the recipient, and Imagine is cer-
tainly that type of charity.

When the Committee held its recep-
tion last May, I was pleased to have the
opportunity to congratulate Mr. Glasser
for his service to Westfield. At that time,
I had no way of knowing that Mr. Glasser
would be with us for only a few weeks
longer.

Kenneth L. MacRitchie
Red Bank


