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Letters to
the Editor

Thanks to All Who Participated In
 SP-FW Tiny Tim Fundraiser

Why Doesn’t Westfield Shovel Corner
Of Elm and E. Broad Streets?

Sorry Mr. Lance,
I Screwed Up

I received an e-mail from Rep.
Leonard Lance on February 6 saying
he voted against the farm bill, con-
trary to what I asserted in my letter
(last week).

I humbly apologized to him.. I had
gotten my information on this from
The Star-ledger column on voting
records of New Jersey legislators.
Either they got it wrong or I misread
it. Either way I am wrong. I don’t
know if you need to print a retraction
on my behalf. Sorry I screwed up.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountaiside

Lance Explains Votes
On H.R 7, H.R. 2642
Dear Mr. Gottdenker,
I am writing to respond personally

to your letter to the editor dated Feb-
ruary 6, 2014.

I voted in favor of H.R. 7 because
it is consistent with my long-stand-
ing views that taxpayer funds should
not be used to subsidize public health
care plans that include abortion cov-
erage. I believe a large majority of
residents in New Jersey’s 7th Con-
gressional District share in this view.

You incorrectly point out my sup-
port for an amendment to H.R. 7; I
did not vote for any amendments to
H.R. 7.

Additionally, you mentioned my
support for H.R. 2642. That is inac-
curate. I voted against H.R. 2642,
also known as the Farm Bill.

Leonard Lance (R-7th)
Member of Congress.

Post Offices Expected to Improve
Local Newspaper Delivery

The members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Tiny Tim Fund would like
to thank all those who participated in
the annual Carol Night fundraising
event on December 5, 2013. Thanks
to the involvement of many in the
communities, this was a particularly
successful fundraising event. Special
thanks are extended to Tom Britt,
proprietor of the Stage House Inn
and Tavern on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains, who graciously invited us to
use his restaurant as the drip-off site
for the donation canisters. He and his
staff provided delicious refreshments,
which were especially enjoyed by all

the participating children.
The Tiny Tim Fund is a non-profit

organization that provides financial
assistance to children in Fanwood
and Scotch Plains with medical needs.
The organization was established in
1983 and is run by a volunteer Board
of Trustees with diverse backgrounds
in fields including medicine, religion,
education, social workand business.
Donations and/or referrals for assis-
tance may be made in writing to: The
Tiny Tim Fund, Inc., P.O. Box 181,
Fanwood, NJ 07023.

Barbara Anilo, President
SP-FW Tiny Tim Fund

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to Westfield Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky and copied to this newspa-
per.

*****
Hi Mr. Mayor,
My office is near the corner of Elm

and East Broad Streets, which I would
assume is about the busiest foot-traf-
fic intersection in town.

For years now, the four corners of
that intersection do not get shoveled
by the private sector or the town, but
rather seem to get a trail created by all
the foot traffic.

I don’t understand why the town
would not shovel this intersection
from both a safety point of view and
from the angle of helping promote
commerce in town.

Another category of complaint is
that the town does not shovel a path to
any of the meter pay stations, which
is also not very safe or convenient.

I won’t complain about the fact
that 20 percent of the time, one ma-
chine or another is not working. But
I will mention the incredibly awk-
ward positioning of the machines
since the lot behind Baron’s was re-
done. I cannot imagine an older per-
son trying to navigate the machine
when it is set back from the black top,

has a curb and a bunch of rocks that
need to be stepped on to feed the
machine or one needs to attempt to
reach across all of this. It would have
made sense to pour a two- or three-
foot path to the machine or set them
closer to the black top. Again, it is an
accident or a fall just waiting to hap-
pen.

Finally, the least bit of snow covers
the space numbers and renders them
unreadable in the pay stations. I re-
cently parked in Summit and they
had a small little post with the space
number mounted on the post, elimi-
nating this problem.

There is a huge opportunity to im-
prove all of the situations above with
what would appear to be a minimal
amount of management effort, money
or time.

I would welcome a reply, if at least
to ease my daily frustration with all
of the above. If you are not familiar
with the conditions that I describe,
please park behind Baron’s, pay at
the meter, and walk to Randal’s shoe
store ( my office is above it) and you
will experience all the problems that
I describe.

Thanks very much.
Jeff Becker

Westfield

Vote Yes for Mountainside $19.5 MM
Bond Referendum on March 11th

My family moved to Mountainside
three years ago and we have truly
fallen in love with this town. We feel
very lucky to have wonderful neigh-
bors and friends, as well as, a school
system full of educators and admin-
istrators that know us individually,
care about us and all of our concerns.
I am writing this letter to implore all
my fellow residents to get out and
Vote Yes for the upcoming school
referendum on March 11th! Our town,
and it’s amazing children, deserve
every chance for success. Many of
the great folks in this town volunteer
lots of time and energy toward mak-
ing Mountainside such a great place
to live. But the structure of our school
buildings have deteriorated and are
in dire need of repairs and updates.

By voting Yes to approve the

$19,489,629 bond issue, we will get
all the necessary renovations and
improvements done in a timely man-
ner. Our schools will be much safer,
more efficient and the State of New
Jersey will have paid for 40 percent
of it!

Since there is no guarantee these
state funds will be available in the
future, we may never get this chance
again. If the referendum fails, we will
then be forced to absorb 100 percent
of the costs. The voting is taking
place on March 11, 2014. I am voting
Yes and I urge my friends and neigh-
bors in Mountainside to do the same.
We owe it to our children, to our
community and to ourselves.

Christine Zagami
Mountainside

A new directive from the U.S.
Postal Service headquarters to mail
processing plants and local post of-
fices is expected to improve newspa-
per delivery, The National Newspa-
per Association said [February 7th].

An internal operating policy in-
tends to stop local post offices from
unnecessarily sending five-digit con-
tainers of newspaper mail to mail
processing plants. The directive tells
local postmasters that newspapers
already prepared for local delivery
should be held at the local post of-
fices or sent to other area post offices
through operating “hubs” many rather
than slowing delivery by sending
them along for processing at distant,
merged plants.

“Transporting these containers of
direct five-digit local newspapers to
upstream processing center(s) only
to have the processing center dis-
patch them back to the AOs (associ-
ate offices) results in unnecessary
transportation and handling costs and
can lead to service delays,” the direc-
tive stated.

The new statement resulted from
requests by NNA to USPS and meet-
ings with the postmaster general and
his senior staff to address chronic and
serious newspaper delivery problems.

“We are heartened that the Postal
Service has explicitly stated this
policy so we can avoid confusion in
local post offices,” NNA President
Robert Williams Jr. said. “When we
met with Postmaster General Patrick
Donahoe and his management team,
fixing the delivery delays coming
from unnecessary transportation of
our mail was our top priority. We are
pleased that the Postal Service ad-
dressed the problem.”

Max Heath, NNA Postal Commit-
tee chairman, said an outbreak of
delivery delays from unnecessarily
transported newspaper containers
stemmed from a combination of
sources.

“First, a lot of processing plants
that used to handle our mail closed
down, resulting in new directives for
transportation in the field. That con-
fused a lot of postmasters about where
mail should go. Second, retirements

of seasoned postmasters brought in a
lot of new people who were not fa-
miliar with our mail and the new
recruits felt they needed to adhere to
USPS policy to direct more mail to
plants — even when that is superflu-
ous for our local mail. Finally, the
ogre of Sarbanes-Oxley compliance
that fell upon USPS thanks to the
2006 Congress has made a lot of
otherwise very sensible postal offi-
cials fear they will be sanctioned un-
less they do everything exactly by the
book. So we decided what we needed
to do was make sure ‘the book’ was
written correctly,” Mr. Heath said.

“Direct” containers include five-
digit, carrier-route, or M5D (merged
five-digit and carrier-route), the
policy explains.

The directive has been distributed
to all USPS area vice-presidents, over
the signature of USPS Vice-Presi-
dent of Operations David E. Will-
iams and Delivery and Post Office
Operations Vice-President Edward E.
Phelan, Jr. It defines the containers
covered for the local holdout as five-
digit, carrier route or Merged 5D-
Carrier Route containers.

A copy of the policy directive is
available to NNA members at
www.nnaweb.org.

National Newspaper Association

Winter Takes Its Toll on Patience
The sequence of snowstorms, one after another,

takes its toll on the patience of residents, commuters,
schools and public works — everyone. The cold
weather and ice just adds to the irritation. The
snowstorms have been of several varieties - bliz-
zards, sleet, ice, heavy wet snow and fluffy powder.
Fortunately, we’ve not experienced significant loss
of power as has been experienced in other places
such as Pennsylvania.

Our friends from Florida send friendly reminders
of how sunny it is there. We agree, getting up each
morning and scraping snow and ice from the car to
start our day is getting a little tiresome. Staying
bundled up in cold weather clothing is a must.
Navigating snow and ice mounds, and slippery walk-
ways, is a hazard.

At least we know how to cope better than those in
Atlanta where they suffered paralysis for days.

Most warehouses in the state are out of salt to
spread on the roads to diminish the ice. With the
white film the salt leaves and the ice on municipal
parking lots, one often has difficulty determining the
space number to pay the fee. At times, it’s comic. We
often observe people looking at the ground, scuffing
their feet, seeking the numerals so as to know how to

feed the parking machine.
Slipping and falling is a main hazard everywhere.

Be careful.
Growling with discontent is natural — “Why

hasn’t our road been plowed?” “Why does the plow
push the snow in front of my driveway that I just
shoveled?”

There’s no place left to push the snow — but the
snow is now ice and it can’t be pushed if workers
tried to do so.

We’ve had about 12 inches of snow in the last week
or two without warming weather to melt it. Just how
much is that?

In one square mile, hmm... Given that one square
mile equals 27,878,400 square foot; 12 inches of
snow is equivalent to about one inch of water; water
weighs about 62.4 pounds per cubic foot; Yikes!
Does this calculate to be 68,000 tons of snow per
square mile? And all this just fell out of the air as a
bunch of little flakes? Westfield is 6.7 square miles.
Is this about half-a-million tons of snow in just
Westfield alone?

Our friends in Buffalo console us by saying it’s a
way of life — “just grin and bear it” — It will be over
before we know it.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Parle – To converse
2. Pisk – The common nighthawk of

America
3. Fecundation – The act of making

fruitful or prolific
4. Vaca – A cow in the Southwest

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

OSSARIUM
1. A vase or pitcher with three handles
2. A receptacle for the bones or ashes

of the dead
3. A section of a hospital that special-

izes in the treatment of bone and spinal
cord diseases

4. The skull with crossbones
SOREMA

1. A mass of carpels in a single flower
2. An infection causing pernicious clot-

ting of blood
3. Gout in the hand
4. The passage or velosity of red blood

cells
KERATIN

1. An astringent or repellent
2. An albuminous substance forming

the principal matter of hair and nails
3. An orange vegetable pigment
4. The hard outer shell of the thoracic

region of an insect, such as with an ant or
beetle

ASSOT
1. A war horse
2. Utter dismay; astonishment
3. To infatuate
4. A parasitic worm such as the tape-

Nurses Are So Much More Than Bedside Caregivers

Reader Raises Obamacare Job
Concerns to Congressman Holt

Letters to the Editor

This letter was sent to Rep. Rush
Holt and copied to the newspaper.

*****
Congressman Holt: I have previ-

ously warned you regarding the po-
tential loss of employment due to
Obamacare. Recently two articles
have appeared in the media (NBC
and Yahoo) supporting my conten-
tion that jobs will suffer.

In particular these two articles came
out by the CBO that some 2.3 million
will not have their jobs or will work
fewer hours. This is in part because
they simply do not want or have to
work. This outcome I could never
have envisioned and perhaps it would
open the avenue for the unemployed
for some of these jobs.

For those lower income individu-
als this may be detrimental in that it
would adversely affect their income.
However the CBO director explained

it differently in that the employer
mandate will reduce the demand for
workers because of the added cost.

I question if less workers are ben-
eficial to our country in general. We
also see that we are getting closer and
closer to the single payer system
which you support with the CBO
indicating that between 2016 and
2024 some 6 million to 7 million
employment-based health coverages
will disappear.

In addition, some 2 million fewer
people this year will receive medical
employer based coverage. The CBO
also indicated that the budget deficit
will fall between 2014 and 2015 as
you indicated but after that will rise
steadily through the rest of decade.

I look forward to your comments.
Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

As a nurse I thank you for the
recognition you offered in your re-
cent editorial. However, I must tell
you that nurses are so much more
than bedside caregivers. Nurses are
the eyes and ears in an acute care
setting such as a hospital. They are
often the first to catch a subtle change
that could quickly progress towards a
bad outcome.

Yes, nurses are responsible for fol-
lowing a physician’s orders. We are
also responsible for admission inter-
views, direct patient care, discharge
planning (which begins as soon as
admission), patient and family teach-
ing for care after they leave the hos-

pital. Nurses utilize the five-step nurs-
ing process which includes assess-
ment, nursing diagnosis, planning,
implementation of those plans/treat-
ments, evaluation and outcome.

Nurses collaborate, facilitate, iden-
tify, refer, counsel, manage, teach,
advocate and use their professional
judgment each and every day.

After working for many years in
hospital settings with children, I am
currently employed as a school nurse.
I have almost 1,200 students. I pro-
vide care for children with type 1
diabetes, seizure disorders, asthma,
hearing loss, vision problems, can-
cer, severe and life threatening aller-

gies, depression, developmental is-
sues and more. In some communities
the school nurse is the only health
care provider a student sees. School
nurses promote a safe learning envi-
ronment, advocate for a non-violent,
drug-free school, provide health
screenings and referrals for issues
such as a vision or a hearing deficit,
review sports physicals and keep track
of student athletes and more. I work
with school and community resources
to promote school health. I review
immunizations for 40+ new students
from as many as 15 different coun-
tries each year and map out an immu-
nization timeline for them.

Here in New Jersey we are lucky to
have school nurses in each of our
public schools. Nationwide school
budget cuts and an increasing num-
ber of students with serious medical
needs has left many schools across
the country with secretaries and lunch
aides to figure out insulin doses, sei-
zure care and more.

I love what I do. I hope your read-
ers know that we do so much more
than just “making a patients hospital
stay as comfortable as possible” as
you wrote.

There is a saying among nurses; be
kind to nurses, we keep doctors from
accidentally killing you.

Ardis DeCamp
Scotch Plains

Snow Removal Must
Consider Many Issues
Mr. Arena’s comments (Westfield

Council article last week) regarding
snow removal overlooked some im-
portant points prevalent to residents.

While I can appreciate the long
hours of plowing and difficult cir-
cumstances of this past storm, when
the plows are racing down the street
(and not stopping for red lights) faster
then necessary, snow, debris and brine
gets thrown onto sidewalks and prop-
erty. This results in destroying the
sidewalks and the soil quality. In ad-
dition, storm sewers get covered pre-
venting melting snow to be dispersed.

More importantly, there are two
safety issues to be considered. If ac-
cess to homes is blocked, no emer-
gency vehicles can get to
homeowners. In a Westchester com-
munity, a volunteer group has formed
to dig out access to the elderly or
infirmed, many of whom don’t have
the means to hire a snow removal
resources.

The other safety issue is school
crossings. When they are not made
accessible, children have to walk in
the street. Since the Board of Educa-
tion has vehicles to clear immediate
access to schools, safe access to school
crossings should be considered as
well.

Ralph Steinhart
Westfield

Where Were Snow
Plows In Westfield?

In Westfield we pay incredibly high
taxes (mine are about $28k) and we
can’t even get a plow to remove the
snow. I have also checked with friends
in other parts of Westfield and they
too say they have not seen a plow. It
stopped snowing about 8:30 this
morning. It’s now lunch time and no
signs of a plow anywhere.

You can’t go to work, but I’m sure
they still want us to fork out the big
bucks to pay taxes for what? There is
no answer when you call the Public
Works Department to see when relief
will come. Maybe the relief will only
come when the rain and traffic re-
moves the snow!

Joni Sweetwood
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

For more information, see
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See more letters on page 5
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