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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NEW METERS...Cranford Police Lieutenant Edward Davenport unveils the
new pay station meters recommended for the township at the Cranford Township
Committee workshop meeting on Monday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BACK IN TIME...Children are all smiles as they make Victorian-era valentines
at the Westfield Historical Society’s Reeve History and Cultural Resource Center
on Saturday. Helping the children are Ellen Di Iorio of the Union County 4-H
Living History Club, left,  and Lee Perry, trustee of the Westfield Historical
Society.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY...The Union County 4-H Living History Club hosts
a Victorian-era valentine-making workshop at the Reeve House on Saturday.

Roosevelt Park Committee and
Downtown District Management
Corporation, as well as a presen-
tation on Phase 1 of the Town Hall
renovations and a proposal on up-
grading the pay stations.

The health department has flu
vaccines available for children. It
also has vaccines for meningitis,
pneumonia, shingles and DTAP
for adults who are uninsured or
underinsured.

Mayor Kalnins asked for an up-
date on a child who was diagnosed
with lead poisoning. On January
30 the child’s lead level was 20,
which is down from 59. The de-
partment is working on a diet with
the child to decrease the lead lev-
els. “I would like to see it below 10
within the next six months,” said
Monika Koscova-Jencik, Regis-
tered Environmental Health Spe-
cialist. The child has developmen-
tal issues and puts everything in
its mouth, which Ms. Koscova-
Jencik said has slowed the progress
in treatment.

Rita La Brutto asked the town-
ship for an update on the credits
for the group homes that she said
have been missing since 2010. Ms.
La Brutto last brought this up at a
planning board meeting late last
year when she was a member of
the board. She asked for docu-
mentation that the township’s af-
fordable-housing credits estab-
lished by the Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH) regulations
are being sought. She said 20 plus
credits could be established. Ms.
Dabulas said there are no longer
20 plus credits that could be had.

“There is documentation. We are
waiting on one property. There is
another owner we are waiting for
documentation from to submit to
the DCA (State of New Jersey De-
partment of Community Affairs).
It is in the process,” said Ms.
Dabulas. “Serve Center is the one
we are waiting for,” she said.

“Quite honestly, it has been a
disgrace,” Ms. La Brutto said.

Roosevelt Park has been “graded
and seeded successfully,” said
Darren Gottesmann, member of
the Roosevelt Park Committee.

A picnic table and bench are in
place with help from the Eagle
Scouts. Eight dogwood trees have
been planted.

The Eagle Scouts also are plan-
ning to make a community garden
there. Other proposed work in-
cludes repairing the fence on the
far side, cleanup of the leftover
wood and debris, planting of trees
on Arbor Day, building a play-
ground, and possibly having Bocce
and trails.

“Progress has been made to shift
other activities from Lincoln Park
and Sherman Park,” said Mr.
Gottesmann, such as soccer for
ages 3 to 13, and hockey and golf
for ages 11 to 17.

Additional trees are in the plan
as well. “We would like as many
trees as possible. Shade is needed,”
Mr. Gottesmann said. The com-
mittee has approached Dreyer
Farms for a donation as well.

Nelson Ditmar, a member of the
environmental commission, said
Cranford had a plan to reduce its

impervious surface by 10 percent.
“Someone needs to figure out

where we are going to reach this 10
percent,” Mr. Ditmar said.

The township, he said, has had
“numerous opportunities” to uti-
lize its funds to purchase land, and
it has not happened.

He suggested the township insti-
tute an open-space tax. It would
mean increasing taxpayers’ yearly
tax bill $20 for the average assessed
home in Cranford, he said. He stated
that 236 towns in New Jersey have
an open-space tax. The public would
vote on requiring the tax.

However, should a municipality
get reassessed, that open-space tax
will increase as the assessments in-
crease, according to an NJ.com re-
port.

The township assessor’s office,
Mr. Ditmar said, told him that the
tax would raise $165,000 for the
township.

The township committee gave ap-
proval for sewer fee deadlines to
change to May 1 and August 1,
whereas they previously were due
March 15 and September 15. Chief
Financial Officer Terrence Wall said
it would make the process smoother.

Martha Garcia, a member of the
Downtown District Management
Corporation, asked the township for
an additional $60,000 to replace
pavers in the downtown. This is on
top of the $30,000 it already has in
the budget for the purpose, but has
not used because of Hurricane Irene.
This would not be enough money to
complete the paver replacement that
is required, Ms. Garcia said.

Director Kathleen Prunty also
said trees are pulling up pavers and
said they suggest pulling out the
trees.

The Corporation also asked for
$20,000 to replace eight gas Victo-
rian lights that are broken at
Eastman Plaza with LED Victorian
Lights, and $15,000 to replace lights
under the Walnut Avenue overpass.

The township also heard a pre-
sentation to change out its current
meter pay stations and stick meters
with a new pay station system. The
system would allow users to pay by
smartphone, credit card, coins or
paper money.

Each station would cost the town-
ship $8,602 plus $1,211 for solar
powered machines; all but two
would be solar powered. The sta-
tions in the garage would be elec-
tric powered. There is an additional
$709 per station for a modem. The
cost for equipment maintenance is
$58,000.

The township currently has 26
stations. There were two proposals
submitted to the committee, one for
replacing the 26 and one to com-
plete the whole system and do away
with stick meters.

After a resident complained last
month about noise levels from a
neighbor, it was suggested by Ms.
Dabulas that the township intro-
duce a nuisance ordinance that the
police department can enforce, as
well as updating the noise ordi-
nance to comply with the NJDEP
model ordinance.
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Birchwood Application

WF Zoning Board Hears
Cases, Carries Over Others

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Zoning Board
of Adjustment met on Monday
evening to swear in a new member,
Joe Loftus, and to address new appli-
cations and those which were carried
over from the January meeting. Once
again many were carried over to be
addressed at the March 10 meeting.

The residents whose applications
were approved are the following:
Keith Hertell, 322-318 Elm Street, to
install an elevator contrary to code.
The area is a mixed-use zone, which
is residential and business. The ordi-
nance allows one- and two-family
residential use. Proposed are a mix of
office and residential use. Mr. Hertell
said the elevator is to make the build-
ing handicapped accessible. He said
it would be constructed on the out-
side of the building.

Gertrude Vastano, 760 Austin
Street, to construct a one-story addi-
tion contrary to code; Joseph and
Joanna Nogan, 58 Westbrook Road,
to construct a one-story addition con-
trary to code. The ordinance requires
a two-car garage where applicant pro-
posed a one-car garage.

Laura Millwater, 841 New England
Drive, to install a pool enclosure con-
trary to code. The ordinance requires
a six-foot solid fence enclosure. The
proposed is a six-foot open style

wrought iron fence. The applicant
said the fence would surround the
entire back yard and would have thick
bushed inside the fence on the perim-
eter of the property.

David Rosenburgh, 1 Kirkstone
Circle, to construct a front porch and
first and second story additions con-
trary to code, and Linda and Dennis
Lies, 135 Jefferson Avenue to con-
struct a one-story addition and a ga-
rage contrary to code.

The following applications were
carried over to the March 10 meet-
ing: Burns Benson and Pamela
Pirone-Benson, 916 Columbus Av-
enue; Mark and Maria LoGrippo,
130 Tudor Oval; Cradles to Crayons
Learning Center, Inc. 417 W. Broad
Street; Hillary and Brian Kaplan, 335
Canterbury Road; Yossi Arbitsman,
521 Cumberland Street; Eugene
Schaefer and Diane Genco, 225
Edgewood Avenue.

John Sullivan, the attorney for the
Jon Alex Corp., (We Collect Clothes
for a Cause), 321 Elm Street, re-
quested its application be heard at the
Wednesday, April 9, meeting of the
board because the owner of the prop-
erty will not be available for the March
board meeting.

The next board meeting will be
held on Monday, March 10, at 7:30
p.m., at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street.

LEADER GOES TO ITALY...Fontaine Gatti and James Hewitt keep up with
their hometown news with a copy of The Westfield Leader during a visit to Siena
in Italy last October.

ough owns the property.
“That put us in a position where we

had to look at what our alternatives
were,” the mayor said. “And we have
been working with the association
for a while as they are seeking to get
their tax-exempt tax status reinstated.
But we have to publicly bid the lease
of our property.”

As previously reported, the
association’s former treasurer, Joan
Ayala, pled guilty in October 2012 to
stealing $15,000 over a four-year
period. In addition, state and federal
payroll taxes were unpaid.

The mayor expects the association
to bid on the contract. “The recycling
association does a wonderful job for
the borough and for Scotch Plains
and the residents throughout Union
County...We have always valued what
the recycling association does,” she
said.

‘The borough has yet to complete
the rfp although the borough council
has passed a resolution that would
authorize the borough to seek pro-
posals.

Mayor Mahr said the borough is
looking at what other recycling ser-
vices it could add to the rfp such as
curbside pickup of recycled items

that Fanwood currently does not of-
fer. A council subcommittee was cre-
ated to work with the association as
well as to look at the borough’s recy-
cling options, including the costs for
additional services, as the center needs
to remain financially viable.

On another matter, the mayor said
projections on the municipal budget,
outside of snow removal, show the
borough to be “in very good financial
health.”

“Our budgets are coming in where
we expect them. The revenue projec-
tions from the various departments
have either met or exceeded some of
what they did in 2013,” the mayor
said.

On the capital budget side, the bor-
ough has applied for a grant from
FEMA for a new fire engine to re-
place an engine dating to the 1980s as
well as a new ambulance. Improve-
ments for the tennis courts at
LaGrande Park are a priority this
year. In addition, a drainage issue at
the Forest Road Park tennis courts
will take them out of use. The mayor
said the borough will work with the
recreation commission and the coun-
cil to ensure funding is made avail-
able for that project.
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Fanwood Mayor Mahr

306 Riverside Drive, 308 Riverside
Drive and 207 Edgar Avenue —
under a FEMA grant for flood miti-
gation will begin. Under the grant,
FEMA will pay three quarters of
the cost and the homeowners will
foot a quarter of the bill. The con-
tracts for 306 Riverside Drive and
207 Edgar Avenue total $246,500
each, while the 308 Riverside Drive
contract totals $215,500.

There are 18 homes, and five al-
ternate homes, slated for the $3-
million grant the township was
awarded, Mayor Kalnins told The
Westfield Leader.

The township committee autho-
rized by a 4-1 vote, with Commis-
sioner Thomas Hannen, Jr. voting
nay, for 2013 budget transfers. The
resolution allows the transfer of ex-
cess funds from the Police-Salaries
and Wages totaling $69,500 and
Buildings and Grounds-Other Ex-
penses totaling $4,000 to Street
Lighting totaling $11,000, PERS
(Public Employees Retirement Sys-
tem) totaling $34,500 and Finance-
Other Expenses totaling $28,000.

The committee approved a con-
tract for the purchase of six Ford
Utility Police Interceptors. Low bid-
der winner Ford in Cherry Hill’s
contract totals $144,393. The po-
lice department will begin phasing
out the Charger for the Interceptor.

The township will file a brief on
February 23, as a response to the
New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (NJDEP) ap-
proving the permit applications sub-

mitted by Cranford Development
Associates (CDA) to develop 215
and 235 Birchwood Avenue, Town-
ship Attorney Diane Dabulas said.

“At this point we are not aware of
the basis of the decision (of the
NJDEP),” Ms. Dabulas said. “We
do not know if there are condi-
tions,” she said.

“I would like to note my
disappointment…that the New Jer-
sey Department of Environmental
Protection has failed to protect the
residents of the Township of Cran-
ford,” Commissioner Hannen said.

“It is a little baffling to me,” Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor said.
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Captain Wozniak

Fundraiser for Capt.
Richard Osieja

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Moun-
tainside PBA Local Number126 will
host a fundraiser for Captain Richard
Osieja and his family on Friday, Feb-
ruary 21, from 5 to 9 p.m. at Laffaire
Fine Catering located at 1099 Route
22 East Mountainside. Tickets are
$40 per person.

Capt. Osieja has been diagnosed
with cancer and is fighting this the
same way he has approached his law
enforcement career: with pride, de-
termination and dedication.

Tickets are on sale now at Moun-
tainside Police Headquarters.

For more information contact
mjackson@mountainsidepd.com.

someone, I think, needs to be down
there on a daily basis, putting some
type of, not so much pressure, but
just someone to oversee it,” Mr.
Petruzzelli said. “It’s slow going
down there.”

The question appeared to be
whether to authorize approximately
$600 to advertise the position, but
the council opted for Councilman
Bill Nierstedt’s suggestion to let
Mr. Renaud take two weeks to draw
up the RFP. Council President Ann
Palmer expressed dissatisfaction
with waiting another two weeks.
But Mr. Nierstedt said that with
another major snowstorm expected
Thursday, likely little more would
be completed at the site, and there-
fore not much would be lost.

“March 1 or March 15; there isn’t
going to be much difference,” he
said.

While Mr. Guarriello said at the
January 28 meeting that hiring a
CM/PM could cost into “six fig-
ures,” Ms. Ariemma said her re-
search indicated that hiring some-
one would be more like $25,000,
based on a March to July time frame,
working eight hours a day, five days
a week.

In other news, the council adopted
an ordinance limiting fences on the
sides of homes of corner lots to an
“open” type (picket, chain link, split
rail, etc.) and no more than four feet
high. The ordinance passed despite
an objection from the floor by
former councilman Steve Blaufeder.

Mr. Blaufeder, whose home is on
a corner lot at Beech Avenue and
Center Street, pointed out that the
ordinance will essentially scuttle
his plans to install an in-ground
pool, which requires a six-foot
fence.

The new regulation allows six-
foot fences in the backyard, as long
as they do not extend beyond the
width of the house. To comply with
both ordinances, Mr. Blaufeder said
his pool will be too narrow to be
worthwhile.

Mr. Blaufeder was informed he
could seek a variance from the plan-
ning board. After rejecting a mo-
tion to table the measure 4-3, the
council adopted the ordinance, with
Mayor Pat Quattrocchi casting the
tie-breaking vote.

While the council approved, by a
5-1 margin, salary ranges for 45
different non-union employees, it
delayed a vote on whether to ap-
prove a 1.75-percent raise, about
$2,000, for Police Chief Bruce
Underhill. The increase would raise
Mr. Underhill’s pay for 2014 to
$126,490.

The matter initially was part of
the consent agenda until Council-
man Jim Mathieu objected.

At issue was whether the contract
with Chief Underhill, negotiated in
2011, required the borough to in-
crease his salary in line with raises
given to PBA-covered officers.

Councilwoman and Finance Com-
mittee Chairwoman Sara Todisco
argued that it did. She received sup-
port of her reading of the contract
by Councilman Mike Martin.

But the other four council mem-
bers agreed to let Mr. Renaud re-
view the contract, since he had not
read it after becoming borough at-
torney last year.

Mr. Mathieu said he did not think
council members in good con-
science could vote on the issue un-
til the impact of the new budget was
known.

Ms. Todisco said she would have
the preliminary estimates on the
budget by the Tuesday, February 25
meeting.

Streets, Roads and Ecology
Chairman Mr. Nierstedt reported
on the discussion of Monday’s com-
mittee meeting, noting that it was
dominated by a discussion of snow
removal.

With temperatures struggling to
rise above freezing, much of the
snow has remained from the past
two storms and hardened, causing
disposal issues, particularly at in-
tersections. The issue drew com-
plaints from two senior citizens,
one of whom owns a corner lot and
complained about trying to keep
up.

Mr. Nierstedt sought the public’s
help, imploring homeowners to
shovel sidewalks as soon as pos-
sible to keep the snow from turning
into ice and making removal diffi-
cult.
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President Richard Mattessich con-
gratulated the members of the WHS
gymnastic team and said, “It is an
incredible accomplishment to rank
third in the state, win the Union
County championship, and have a
season with nine wins and one loss.”

Melissa Goldschmidt, who has
served as coach for 14 years, was
named coach of the year. She is
now retiring and will be succeeded
by Amanda Diaz, who is now serv-
ing as assistant coach. Mr.
Mattessich presented certificates to
team members.

A board workshop meeting will
be held on Tuesday, February 18,
7:30 p.m. at the administration
building, located at 302 Elm Street.
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