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2014-01-09: MAJESTIC…Downtown Cranford looks serene after a winter
storm dropped approximately six inches on the area. Schools were closed and
residents had the task of shoveling themselves out.

2014-02-20: FROZEN GIANT...A snowman towers over the neighborhood in the
front yard of a residence on Summit Avenue in Westfield. Freezing temperatures
are working in his favor.

2014-04-10: OPENING DAY...The Westfield Baseball League and the Girls
Softball League held its annual Opening Day Parade on a Saturday morning,
which began at Mindowaskin Park and paraded to Gumbert Field.

2014 Year In Review: January Through May
JANUARY
Westfield
Re-elected Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky was sworn in by Acting
Union County Prosecutor Grace Park
at the town’s re-organization meeting. Mayor Skibitsky won an unprecedented third term as mayor after
defeating former Councilman David
Haas.
Reelected Council members Sam
Della Fera (Ward 1), Vicki Kimmins
(Ward 2) and Keith Loughlin (Ward
4) were sworn in to new terms. Newlyelected Councilman David Oliveira
(Ward 3) took his seat on the dais.
The recreation commission heard a
detailed report on the replacement of
the 10-year-old turf fields at Sid Faye/
Houlihan Fields and the reconstruction of the eight tennis courts at
Tamaques Park.
Board of Education incumbents
Ginny Leiz, Brendan Galligan and
Mitch Slater were sworn into new
terms. Richard Mattessich was reelected president of the board while
Rosanne Kurstedt was re-elected vicepresident.
Andrew Wasserman and William
Heinbokel were sworn in for new
terms on the board of adjustment. Mr.
Heinbokel was re-elected as the chairman and Chris Masciale as vice-chairman.
The Downtown Westfield Corporation re-elected Dominick Verdic as
chairman with Alan De Rose retaining his position of vice-chairman. In
addition, Frank Isoldi replaced Jaime
Chaves on the board.
Scotch Plains
The township council replaced several professional service providers
and brought back others who had
earlier served under Republicandominated councils. The council
voted, 3-to-2, to appoint Jeffrey
Lehrer from former Governor Don
DiFrancesco’s law firm as township
attorney, a post he held from 2010
through 2012 before being replaced
after the Democrats won control of
the council in the 2012 election.
Hatch Mott MacDonald was named
township engineer, a post it held for
several years before being replaced

in 2013. Pinnacle Risk Solutions was
appointed risk management consultant, a year after being replaced. Suplee
Clooney & Co. was appointed township auditor, a year after it had been
replaced. The council also reappointed Rogut McCarthy LLC as bond
counsel and Doyle Alliance Group as
health insurance consultant.
Newly-elected Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education (BOE)
member Charlotte Schirmer and incumbent Nancy Norris-Bauer, both
of Scotch Plains, and incumbent Amy
Winkler of Fanwood were sworn in
for three-year terms at the district’s
re-organizational meeting. The board
re-elected Trip Whitehouse as board
president and Ms. Norris-Bauer as
board vice-president.
Paulette Coronato, a former chairwoman, was returned to that post at
the planning board’s reorganization
meeting. Mrs. Coronato nominated
Joseph Doyle — who was not reappointed a year ago but was then named
to the board by the council in January
2013 — to serve as vice-chairman.
The recreation commission approved the building of an A-frame
pavilion at Brookside Park. In 2013,
the township council approved
$60,000 for the commission to install
a standard metal A-frame pavilion at
Brookside to give children attending
day camp a place to eat during the
day.
Fanwood
Fanwood’s Borough Hall was
packed as people gathered for the
January 1 reorganization meeting, at
which council members Kathy
Mitchell and Tom Kranz were sworn
into office.
Mayor Colleen Mahr swore in Susan MacMullen as municipal court
judge and Erik Frins as public defender.
Edward Byron, III, 23, of Fanwood,
a 2009 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School graduate, died from serious
injuries after being hit by a train near
the Fanwood Train Station on New
Year’s Day.
Cranford
Commissioner Andis Kalnins was
appointed township mayor, and Com-

missioner Lisa Adubato was appointed deputy mayor, during the
township committee’s reorganization
meeting. In addition, newly-elected
Commissioners Robert D’Ambola
and Mary O’Connor, both Republicans, took their oath of office, replacing commissioners Ed O’Malley and
Kevin Campbell, both Democrats,
giving the GOP a 4-1 majority on the
governing body.
Diane Dabulas was appointed township attorney, replacing Phil Morin.
The Cranford Township Committee designated the Crane-Phillips
House as a historic landmark.
More than 22 Cranford residents
and officials attended a New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) public hearing at
Town Hall to comment on the
NJDEP’s impending decision on the
permit applications submitted by
Cranford Development Associates
(CDA) to develop 215 and 235
Birchwood Avenue, which is located
in a wetlands area. They felt it would
increase flooding in Cranford and
Kenilworth, as well as displace wildlife. CDA was requesting permission
to build a 360-unit, multi-family development encompassing two buildings and a parking structure.
Garwood
Jim Mathieu and Mike Martin took
their seats on the Garwood Borough
Council, maintaining the 4-2 Republican minority on the Democraticcontrolled body. Mr. Mathieu, who
ran as a conservative Republican, and
Mr. Martin, the GOP-endorsed candidate, defeated GOP Councilman
Steve Blaufeder and declared writein candidate Bruce Paterson in
November’s General Election.
The council unanimously elected
Ann Tarantino as council president.
The borough’s payments to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) would increase by $37,000,
less than 2013’s $60,000 jump but
still worth about $15 for every
$100,000 of assessed home value.
The borough council announced it
would explore hiring a construction
or project manager to oversee the
completion of the Athletic Field Com-

plex (AFC), the $3.2-million ball field
that was nearly a year behind schedule.
Mountainside
Borough Council members Rene
Dierkes and Glenn Mortimer were
sworn into office.
Police Chief James Debbie, Jr., who
also serves as borough administrator,
announced his retirement as police
chief after 42 years of service with the
police department.
The board of education unanimously adopted a resolution for a
new bond referendum to be presented
to voters on March 11. The new referendum asked voters to approve a request for $19 million-plus debt service from the state for interior repairs
and improvements for Deerfield and
Birchwood Elementary Schools. If
the debt service application was approved, the state would pay 40 percent interest on the total amount.
The district learned that the state
would give it a grant of $15 million,
$5 million less than requested.
FEBRUARY
Westfield
The Westfield Police Department
(WPD) took part in counterterrorism
and crowd-control events surrounding the Super Bowl at MetLife Stadium. Police Chief David Wayman
said the WPD was asked to take part
in a number of events at the invitation
of Hoboken over the past year. He
said the city has a lot of “soft” targets
for likely domestic terrorism. The
department brought its new Mobile
Command Center, the generator truck
known as the Power Hawk and the
Polaris military diesel all-terrain vehicle, which has a medical stretcher,
to Hoboken.
With 14 plowable snowstorms as
of mid-February, Westfield, like most
towns, faced an uphill battle in keeping local streets clear while trying to
find the time to patch numerous potholes. To date, the town had spent
around $100,000 in overtime for snow
removal this year, up $75,000 over a
normal winter. The town had measurable snowfall of 63 inches, the most
in Westfield since 70 inches fell in
1996.

The Westfield Town Council heard
a detailed presentation provided by
an architectural, planning and urban
design firm from Hoboken for an
80,000-square-foot residential building with 70 apartment units to be
constructed on one-and-a-half acres
on the corner of Central Avenue and
South Avenue West. Fifteen to 20
percent of the apartments would be
slotted to become low income affordable housing units in compliance with
state Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) regulations.
Scotch Plains
Township Manager Jerry Giaimis’
budget proposal included a $40,975
reduction in overall expenditures,
while total salaries were to increase
by $491,000. Mr. Giaimis sought to
use about $2.7 million in surplus funds
to alleviate a higher property-tax rate.
The planning board approved an
application for the construction of a
cart barn and in-ground swimming
pool at Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club. When the nearly 100-yearold, par-71 golf course was put up for
sale in 2010, developers started clamoring to purchase the 146-acre property, which could have been divided
into over 100 residences.
Concern about losing the course
and the impact so many new homes
could have on the school system
caused the Scotch Plains Township
Council to declare the property “an
area in need of rehabilitation” and
deliberate moving the township’s
municipal buildings to the site. As a
result, the New Jersey Golf Group
and Shackamaxon filed a lawsuit
against the township. When NJ Golf
Partners, LLC stepped in to purchase
the property with the intention to
maintain it as a golf course, it brokered
a deal that allowed it to build 60 agerestricted townhouses on the 12- to
13-acre portion of the property that
currently is home to unused tennis

courts and swimming pool facilities.
The recreation commission hoped
to start the process of cleaning the
Brookside Park pond, which had collected a great amount of silt in recent
years, leading to increased flood risks
on nearby streets.
Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus
said he was seeking to have the governing body talk about possibly changing the way that the five council members are elected from partisan to nonpartisan elections. He also said he
wants to discuss “how we elect the
mayor.” Until 2000, mayors were
chosen by the council to serve for
one-year terms; since then, voters have
directly elected mayors to serve for
four years.
Fanwood
Councilman Kevin Boris described
the key projects for which the recreation department would be requesting capital funds as part of the
borough’s municipal budget. He said
the recreation commission would ask
for capital to repair the LaGrande
tennis courts. The commission had
furthermore applied for a grant to
address problems at the Forest Road
Park tennis courts, which are facing
drainage issues that cannot be fixed
without destroying the existing courts.
Mr. Boris said the recreation commission planned to approach the council with a proposed designer for the
LaGrande skateboard park. The commission set a target opening date of
August 14, 2014 for the skate park.
Cranford
Police Chief Eric Mason retired
and Captain James Wozniak would
become the new chief of police effective March 1. Chief Mason served as
chief for 11 years. Capt. Wozniak has
been on the police force for some 25
years.
The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) apCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

2014-04-10: PARKING METERS...New solar-powered parking stations were
installed in downtown Westfield. The new stations accept credit cards and also
allow patrons to pay for all-day parking in specific spots.

PAGE INDEX
Alex Taner for The Westfield Leader

2014-05-08: PATIENT PUP...Crowds of people and their canine companions enjoy
the numerous vendors who set up booths in downtown Westfield for the annual
Spring Fling, sponsored by the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

2014-05-29: AMERICAN MADE...The Westfield community shows its pride as
students at the Marine Military Academy escort veteran and Grand Marshal John
“Chick” Miller during the Memorial Day Parade held in downtown Westfield.
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proved the permit applications submitted by Cranford Development Associates (CDA) to develop 215 and 235
Birchwood Avenue.
Garwood
Borough Attorney Bob Renaud stated
he would draw up specifications for hiring a construction/project manager (CM/
PM) for the $3.2-million Athletic Field
Complex.
Region
Direct train travel to New York City
will be a reality for passengers on NJ
Transit’s Raritan Valley Line during offpeak hours on weekdays. Tom Morgan,
senior director of rail service planning at
NJ Transit, announced at a Raritan Valley Rail Coalition meeting that, starting
March 3, five trains a day in each direction would travel directly into and out of
Penn Station without travelers needing
to change trains in Newark.
Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th), whose district includes all of Fanwood and most of
Scotch Plains, announced that he would
not seek a ninth term in Congress. The
two towns just joined the district last year
following redistricting.
MARCH
Westfield
The town council introduced a preliminary budget of $3.87 million.
The board of education (BOE) introduced a preliminary tax levy for the 2014
budget of just under $89 million. The
total budget was $99.5 million.
The BOE announced the district had
more National Merit Scholarship finalists this year than in over a decade.
The recreation commission unanimously voted to recommend retaining
Applied Landscape Technologies to replace the turf fields at Sid Faye/Houlihan
Fields.
Athleta, a division of the Gap, was
approved to make renovations to its store
in the downtown.
Scotch Plains
The school district received $2.9 million in state aid.
Residents disagreed with Councilman
Mickey Marcus’ proposal to change the
form of government.
Residents expressed their displeasure
to the council for what they felt was the
council’s inaction regarding repairs to
the Scotch Hills Country Club. The country club, formerly known as the Shady
Rest Golf and Country Club, was the
first African-American owned and operated country club.
PSE&G presented to the zoning board
its plan for renovation of the substation
to meet increasing power usage.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Consolidation Study Commission continued to
explore foundation support to fund the
study to determine the viability of merging the two communities, which had to
be done before moving forward with the
idea.
In the latest effort to jump-start the
downtown business district revitalization, the Scotch Plains Township Council voted to establish a Business District
Development Committee that would seek
to develop business-friendly practices
and opportunities to attract new businesses and retain existing businesses.
The township council approved
$10,000 in additional funding that would
allow the Scotch Plains Public Library to
resume normal Sunday operating hours.
A year ago, amidst cuts to its budget, the

library closed on Sundays and pared back
its hours on Mondays.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education passed a tentative budget of
$81,179,342.
Fanwood
The borough council held a special
meeting to discuss joining an energysaving program called Community Energy Aggregation.
The library board selected an architect
for its renovation plans.
The planning board approved the
demolition of a two-family home to make
way for a mixed-use building on South
Avenue.
American Water (AW) representatives
detailed plans for a $4.8-million infrastructure upgrade project that included
replacing cast iron water supply pipes
from the 1900s.
Garwood
The borough council introduced a $7.6million budget, a 1.2-percent increase
over 2013. The budget included the hiring of a 16th police officer and a 1.75percent increase in non-union employee
salaries.
A preliminary school budget would see
general expenditures decrease by about
$8,000, or about one-tenth of a percent,
for the next fiscal year, but see a tax levy
increase of about $228,000, according to
estimates.
Mayor Pat Quattrocchi faced a challenge from first-time candidate Sal Piarulli
in the Republican Primary in June as she
bid for a second four-year term.
Cranford
The Department of Public Works said
it was down five people and was behind
in sidewalk repairs.
Police Captain James Wozniak was
advanced to the position of police chief
with the oath of office during a Cranford
Township Committee meeting.
Residents of Colby Lane banded together to oppose the athletic complex
proposed by Union County College
(UCC). The township committee introduced a resolution that would have the
township oppose the field UCC had plans
to build in what is now a 4.2-acre wooded
area along Gallows Hill Road.
The de-snagging and de-silting of the
Rahway River in the township began.
Township Engineer and Director of
Public Works Richard Marsden requested
a budget of $386,864 for 2014. Last
year’s amount was $237,284. He urged
the committee to allow the engineering
department to return to the full staff level
it had in 2010.
The township committee introduced a
$34.9-million 2014 budget. An average
assessed home of $181,600 would see a
$13 increase in taxes. The committee
also discussed bonding $6 million for
capital improvements, $4 million of
which could go to street repair.
Cranford Township filed an appeal of
the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) ruling on
the Birchwood Avenue developer
Cranford Development Associates
(CDA) plans and requested a hearing.
The committee approved, by a 4-to-0
vote, a noise ordinance that would prohibit excessive noise from 10 p.m. to 8
a.m. The ordinance was a result of a noise
complaint by a resident who felt they were
being harassed by their neighbor.
Mountainside
Voters passed a $19.5-million school
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2014-05-08: HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF...Heavy rains on April 30 caused
flooding in Nomahegan Park in Cranford and in other areas throughout the
region.

bond referendum by a tally of 911 yes
votes to 189 no votes. The 1,100 votes
represented a 23-percent turnout among
the 4,744 registered voters in the borough. With the funds, the community
will make several infrastructure improvements to the Deerfield and Beechwood
schools. The state is to fund $7.9 million,
or about 40 percent. The remainder will
be bonded over a 20-year period at a 4percent interest rate, thereby raising taxes
by about $300 per year for the average
homeowner.
The borough council approved a budget of $12.3 million, a $375,918 increase
from the 2013 budget, which was
$11,924,772. The number of borough
full- and part-time employees was reduced by one to 64.
APRIL
Westfield
The town council presented the $38.7million municipal budget for 2014. The
tax levy of $26,185,518 represented an
increase of 0.5 percent over last year’s
budget. The owner of a home assessed at
$179,850 saw their municipal taxes increased by $63 for the year, or $5.25 a
month.
The town received a rating upgrade by
Standard & Poor’s from AA+ to AAA.
Two Essex County men were put in
custody and faced multiple charges in
connection with a carjacking in Westfield.
The town council heard a presentation
from the Friends of the Westfield Clocks
(FWC), a non-profit organization dedicated to “fostering community pride.”
FWC was offering to donate two clocks
to the town. The council had some concerns with safety and sightlines regarding the proposed locations on the north
side of town.
The board of adjustment heard an
appeal challenging the zoning officer’s
decision on a subdivision in the Manor
Park section. The plan was to subdivide
one lot into three.
The planning board’s decision to approve Stop & Shop’s application to expand its Elm Street supermarket was
appealed by James Hughes, a resident of
Massachusetts Street, who opposed the
application.
Westfield parking pay stations were
replaced with new solar-powered versions throughout the downtown. The new
stations have numerous functions that
were unavailable on the old ones including paying for all day spots, recharging
Smart Cards and accepting credit cards.
The board of education heard proposals for raising money for improvements
to the facilities for Westfield High School
athletes.
Scotch Plains
Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus, who
was elected to the township council as a
Democrat in 2010, announced he would
run for a second term on the Republican
ticket. Also running were Republicans
Councilman William Vastine, who sought
a second term, and Councilman Llewellyn
Jones, who sought a four-year term after
winning a special election in November
2013 to fill out an unexpired seat.
John Del Sordi, Jr., William Thomas
and Luisa Bianco were selected to run on
the Democratic ticket.
The township council introduced its
$24,243,221 budget for 2014, including
$1.37 million for the municipal library,
that would include an increase in the
municipal tax rate of less than one cent,
which worked out to an average $11 hike
in the municipal portion of local property taxes.
Mayor Kevin Glover said he favored
using an additional $90,000 in surplus
funds to reduce the planned increase in
the municipal property-tax rate from ninetenths of a cent to zero.
The township recreation commission
planned to conduct a multi-part survey
of residents in order to gauge satisfaction
with recreation facilities and programs.
The zoning board of adjustment gave
its approval to PSE&G’s plans to renovate and upgrade its Front Street substation in order to meet a 12-percent increase in electrical demand by 2022.
The replacement of the 600 seats in
the Terrill Middle School auditorium
was one of a series of improvement
projects the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education approved.
Fanwood
The borough council introduced the
borough’s municipal budget of
$9,461,180 with a tax levy of $5,943,138

for 2014.
The recreation commission met with
engineers to discuss cost estimates for
constructing a skateboard park in Forest
Road Park. Commissioners discussed
whether or not to forego the project given
the high figures.
Fanwood was one of four towns to
receive a New Jersey Smart Growth
Award from New Jersey Future, a nonprofit that promotes responsible land
use. The award recognized Fanwood’s
transit-oriented downtown redevelopment.
The Sun Tavern, a landmark in the
borough, closed its doors after going
bankrupt.
Garwood
The owner of a mixed-use property on
South Avenue across from the Crunch
fitness gym and his witnesses faced another three-and-a-half hours of questioning from officials and residents in his
bid to get the planning board’s approval
to redevelop the site. It was the third time
in four months that Nick Tsapatsaris of
LAND of NJ Inc. had gone before the
board.
Councilman James Mathieu opposed
a resolution to add $6,000 in costs to the
Athletic Field Complex (AFC) on the
basis that the work was agreed to and
completed prior to council approval. He
also objected to a $46,000 closed circuit
security system for the AFC.
The county executive superintendent
of schools approved the proposed 20142015 school budget totaling $8.5 million, which included an approximate
$228,000 tax levy increase.
Cranford
Union County College postponed its
plans to construct a sports facility at its
Cranford campus for its soccer, lacrosse
and track teams.
The Army Corps of Engineers held its
presentation March 31 to the mayors and
engineers of communities from Rahway
to Millburn on the cost benefit analysis
results of its study of the seven alternatives for flood mitigation.
The township committee unanimously
approved a nearly $35-million 2014 municipal budget. An average assessed home
of $181,600 would see approximately an
$11 increase in taxes.
The Hillside Avenue tunnel had a new
lining installed after leaks were making
it difficult for students to walk to and
from school through the tunnel.
The board of adjustment approved an
application for a drive-through Starbucks
restaurant at 345 North Avenue East.
Mountainside
The council held a public hearing on
Comcast Corporation’s application to
renew its franchise to provide cable services to the community. Council members questioned a representative from
Comcast on the company’s ability to
continue to provide public access channels and to ensure that Berkeley Heights
programming continued to be available
to Mountainside residents, as well as
Comcast’s response to power outages
during recent severe weather.
The borough council adopted a municipal budget of $12,302,057, of which
$8,216,557 would be raised in taxes.
The spending plan represented an increase of $566,966 over 2013 with taxes
up $334,463.
Regional
The Pulaski Skyway northbound lanes
on the circa 1932 bridge shut down for
two years beginning April 12 as the third
part of a 10-phase, 10-year, $1-billion
rehabilitation of the span.
The Union County Freeholders
awarded a professional engineering service contract of $439,823 to Neglia Engineering Associates of Lyndhurst to provide engineering design, construction administration and inspection services for
the county’s Oak Ridge Park Improvement Project.
Democratic Clinton Mayor Janice
Kovach announced she was running for
Congress from the 7th District. The Republican candidates were incumbent
Leonard Lance and challenger David
Larsen.
Eight-term State Assemblywoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-15th, Mercer) was one of four Democrats seeking
to replace the retiring Rep. Rush Holt
(D) in the House of Representatives in
the 12th Congressional District.
State Senator Linda Greenstein (D14th, Middlesex) said her motivation to

run for U.S. Congress in the 12th Congressional District came from the “great
need” she recognizes for legislators in
Washington, D.C. who have the “conviction to stop Tea Party politics from
dismantling 80 years of progressive politics.”
MAY
Westfield
The board of adjustment heard the
application of Cradles to Crayons, a day
care preschool facility, to demolish an
existing building and construct a twoand-a-half-story building with a basement and attic at 417 West Broad Street
near the Plinton Curry Funeral Home.
The BOE adopted a budget of
$100,285,893. Last year’s budget was
$98,658,532. The local tax levy was
$88,976,333. The local tax debt service
is $2,848,413. The impact to the average
home was an increase of $290 with the
school tax on the average home at $8,932.
Last year’s figure was $8,642. The increase to the average household was due
to the 2-percent increase in the debt
service, which is $205.
The town council adopted the 2014
municipal budget of $41.1 million with
$26.2 million to be raised in taxes, and
the budget for the Special Improvement
District (SID) of $409,605. The owner of
a home assessed at $179,850, the average assessment in Westfield, would see
their taxes increase by $63 for the year, or
$5.25 a month.
The town council passed an ordinance,
7-1, that allows five restaurants in town
which have restricted liquor licenses to
have full liquor licenses, thus allowing
them to serve customers at the bar area.
The BOE voted to re-appoint the school
resource officer, an appointment which
stirred controversy last year because of
the objection by some to having an armed
police officer in the schools. Westfield
Police Officer Jeff Johnson is positioned
in Westfield High School, but visits all of
the district schools.
BOE Vice-President Rosanne
Kurstedt announced she would not seek
re-election.
Scotch Plains
Members of the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education unanimously passed the 2014-2015 school
budget of $81,179,342. The estimated
tax impact for the average Scotch Plains
assessed home of $125,600 was an increase of $253.62 while Fanwood’s increase weighed in at $213.21 for an
average assessed home of $84,628.
Mayor Kevin Glover’s effort to dissolve the local sewer utility and return
the fee to the municipal budget hit a
roadblock when his plan to have the
township council consider resolutions
calling for a referendum on the matter
was squelched.
The council voted along party lines to
appoint a slate of six individuals to the
newly-created committee that would advise on enhancing development in the
downtown business district.
The planning board voted unanimously
to approve a preliminary and major site
plan that would allow Toll LP NJ, commonly known as Toll Brothers, to build
56 age-restricted townhouses on property formerly owned by the Shackamaxon
Country Club, which the township had
designated as an area in need of redevelopment.
Approximately 10 parents from Scotch
Plains and Fanwood came to talk to
members of the BOE about their displeasure over a decision not to renew a
contract for McGinn Elementary School
third-grade teacher Matthew Richards.
The recreation commission completed
projects to get ready for summer programs. Projects included resurfacing of
parking lots at Kramer Manor Park and
Memorial Park and a new pavilion for
Brookside Park.
A vote on a capital bond ordinance to
fund the property where the former TerryLou Zoo was situated did not pass by
enough votes from the council.
A split township council approved the
2014 municipal budget as well as a $1.5million capital ordinance to finance various equipment purchases. By a 3-to-2
party-line vote, the governing body finalized action on the $24.3-million budget that would be funded in part by $15.9
million in property-tax levies.
The municipal portion of the property tax bill for the average Scotch
Plains homeowner amounted to $1,857
this year. The average home assessed at
$125,600 would see an increase of $11
over last year.
The average homeowner saw a $135
increase in the Union County portion of

their tax bill and a $254 increase in taxes
paid to the board of education.
Fanwood
The borough council authorized more
than $900,000 of capital improvements
in the borough. The appropriations broke
down into about $710,000 for roadway
improvements; $234,000 for improvements to parks, buildings and the library,
and $38,000 for new equipment, including a borough message board.
Construction on Fanwood Crossing II,
located on South Avenue between
Martine Avenue and 2nd Street, showed
noticeable signs of progress. The second
retail/residential complex was on track
for completion later this year.
The council investigated recycling arrangements in Fanwood prior to renewing
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Recycling
Association’s (SPFRA) lease on the recycling center. SPFRA will not be able to
return a profit from the recycling center in
2014 and a budget appropriation will be
necessary to keep the center afloat. The
council put out a Request for Proposals
(RFP), aiming to encourage different organizations to submit cost-effective plans
for maintaining the center.
The recreation commission made
progress identifying and allocating the
funds necessary for construction of a
skateboard park in Forest Road Park.
The park was estimated to cost $235,000.
Garwood
It was expected that construction of a
$1-million-plus, mixed-use, three-story
apartment building on South Avenue
could begin in two months after the
owner was granted approval by the
Garwood Planning Board.
The average Garwood homeowner expected to see a tax increase of $133 this
year due to the BOE’s adoption of an
$8.5-million budget. The increase for a
home assessed at $100,000 came atop
the $39 hike required by the adoption of
the municipal budget. Borough
homeowners also would pay a $65 increase to the county after the freeholder
board passed the county budget.
The BOE, which approved the budget, 8-0, saw a decrease of $900,000 in
tuition costs paid to Clark to send
Garwood’s students to Arthur L. Johnson
High School (ALJ) for the 2014-2015
school year, but half of that was negated
by increases in other expenses, such as
special-education costs.
Borough Planner Victor Vinegra told
the borough council that a private developer had entered into contracts with the
owners of the Garwood Paperboard plant
on North Avenue and the Petro Plastics
building on South Avenue to overhaul
the largely abandoned industrial sites.
Cranford
The township committee voted to approve a resolution urging the Union
County Freeholders to oppose construction of Union County College’s proposed athletic field complex at the
Cranford campus and assist in locating
an alternative location.

Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
proposed going out for state Green
Acres funding for the 4.3 acres of
forested land UCC had proposed for
the sports facility’s site.
The Mayors Council on Rahway
River Watershed Flood Control met
and unanimously agreed to two recommendations, which were the option to put a control structure in the
Orange Reservoir and channelization
and elevations of homes in Cranford.
The township hired Maser Consulting to take over the role of township engineer to replace Richard
Marsden, who was township engineer for about 10 years.
Mountainside
The board of adjustment heard a
presentation by John Chadwick, borough planner, on why the borough has
to amend its master plan to meet its
affordable-housing obligations as mandated by the state, while complying
with the municipal land use laws. Mr.
Chadwick identified five tracts of land
for development within the borough to
be used to include affordable housing.
The Union County 200 Club held
its annual awards luncheon to honor
the 2014 Valor Award recipients.
Mountainside Police Detective
Raymond Smith was amongst the recipients. Last year, a routine investigation almost turned deadly when
Det. Smith fired two close-range shots
at a suspect fleeing a recycling center
in Elizabeth in a vehicle.

Photo courtesy of Westfield Police Department

HELPING HAND...The Westfield Police Department’s Emergency Service Unit
(ESU) was stationed in Hoboken on Pier A to assist with emergency situations
related to Super Bowl XLVIII.
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2014-02-06: BIG...Anita Dazzo, Caroline Warren, Matt Oslislo and Richard 2014-05-29: AMERICAN STRIDE...The American Legion Color Guard leads the procesDazzo hang out with their 10-foot-tall, supersized snowman on Woodside sion down Martine Avenue during the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Memorial Day Parade.
Road in Scotch Plains, taking advantage of a heavy snowfall.

2014-03-13: GOING GREEN...Deb and Tom of Scotch Plains are as green as
they can be at the Fanwood St. Patrick’s Day fundraiser held at the Fanwood
train station.

Photo courtesy of Susan Dazzo

2014 Year In Review: January Through May
JANUARY
Westfield
Re-elected Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky was sworn in by Acting
Union County Prosecutor Grace Park
at the town’s re-organization meeting. Mayor Skibitsky won an unprecedented third term as mayor after
defeating former Councilman David
Haas.
Reelected Council members Sam
Della Fera (Ward 1), Vicki Kimmins
(Ward 2) and Keith Loughlin (Ward
4) were sworn in to new terms. Newlyelected Councilman David Oliveira
(Ward 3) took his seat on the dais.
The recreation commission heard a
detailed report on the replacement of
the 10-year-old turf fields at Sid Faye/
Houlihan Fields and the reconstruction of the eight tennis courts at
Tamaques Park.
Board of Education incumbents
Ginny Leiz, Brendan Galligan and
Mitch Slater were sworn into new
terms. Richard Mattessich was reelected president of the board while
Rosanne Kurstedt was re-elected vicepresident.
Andrew Wasserman and William
Heinbokel were sworn in for new
terms on the board of adjustment. Mr.
Heinbokel was re-elected as the chairman and Chris Masciale as vice-chairman.
The Downtown Westfield Corporation re-elected Dominick Verdic as
chairman with Alan De Rose retaining his position of vice-chairman. In
addition, Frank Isoldi replaced Jaime
Chaves on the board.
Scotch Plains
The township council replaced several professional service providers
and brought back others who had
earlier served under Republicandominated councils. The council
voted, 3-to-2, to appoint Jeffrey
Lehrer from former Governor Don
DiFrancesco’s law firm as township
attorney, a post he held from 2010
through 2012 before being replaced
after the Democrats won control of
the council in the 2012 election.

Hatch Mott MacDonald was named
township engineer, a post it held for
several years before being replaced
in 2013. Pinnacle Risk Solutions was
appointed risk management consultant, a year after being replaced. Suplee
Clooney & Co. was appointed township auditor, a year after it had been
replaced. The council also reappointed Rogut McCarthy LLC as bond
counsel and Doyle Alliance Group as
health insurance consultant.
Newly-elected Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education (BOE)
member Charlotte Schirmer and incumbent Nancy Norris-Bauer, both
of Scotch Plains, and incumbent Amy
Winkler of Fanwood were sworn in
for three-year terms at the district’s
re-organizational meeting. The board
re-elected Trip Whitehouse as board
president and Ms. Norris-Bauer as
board vice-president.
Paulette Coronato, a former chairwoman, was returned to that post at
the planning board’s reorganization
meeting. Mrs. Coronato nominated
Joseph Doyle — who was not reappointed a year ago but was then named
to the board by the council in January
2013 — to serve as vice-chairman.
The recreation commission approved the building of an A-frame
pavilion at Brookside Park. In 2013,
the township council approved
$60,000 for the commission to install
a standard metal A-frame pavilion at
Brookside to give children attending
day camp a place to eat during the
day.
Fanwood
Fanwood’s Borough Hall was
packed as people gathered for the
January 1 reorganization meeting, at
which council members Kathy
Mitchell and Tom Kranz were sworn
into office.
Mayor Colleen Mahr swore in Susan MacMullen as municipal court
judge and Erik Frins as public defender.
Edward Byron, III, 23, of Fanwood,
a 2009 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School graduate, died from serious

injuries after being hit by a train near
the Fanwood Train Station on New
Year’s Day.
Cranford
Commissioner Andis Kalnins was
appointed township mayor, and Commissioner Lisa Adubato was appointed deputy mayor, during the
township committee’s reorganization
meeting. In addition, newly-elected
Commissioners Robert D’Ambola
and Mary O’Connor, both Republicans, took their oath of office, replacing commissioners Ed O’Malley and
Kevin Campbell, both Democrats,
giving the GOP a 4-1 majority on the
governing body.
Diane Dabulas was appointed township attorney, replacing Phil Morin.
The Cranford Township Committee designated the Crane-Phillips
House as a historic landmark.
More than 22 Cranford residents
and officials attended a New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) public hearing at
Town Hall to comment on the
NJDEP’s impending decision on the
permit applications submitted by
Cranford Development Associates
(CDA) to develop 215 and 235
Birchwood Avenue, which is located
in a wetlands area. They felt it would
increase flooding in Cranford and
Kenilworth, as well as displace wildlife. CDA was requesting permission
to build a 360-unit, multi-family development encompassing two buildings and a parking structure.
Garwood
Jim Mathieu and Mike Martin took
their seats on the Garwood Borough
Council, maintaining the 4-2 Republican minority on the Democraticcontrolled body. Mr. Mathieu, who
ran as a conservative Republican, and
Mr. Martin, the GOP-endorsed candidate, defeated GOP Councilman
Steve Blaufeder and declared writein candidate Bruce Paterson in
November’s General Election.
The council unanimously elected
Ann Tarantino as council president.
The borough’s payments to the

Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) would increase by $37,000,
less than 2013’s $60,000 jump but
still worth about $15 for every
$100,000 of assessed home value.
The borough council announced it
would explore hiring a construction
or project manager to oversee the
completion of the Athletic Field Complex (AFC), the $3.2-million ball field
that was nearly a year behind schedule.
Mountainside
Borough Council members Rene
Dierkes and Glenn Mortimer were
sworn into office.
Police Chief James Debbie, Jr., who
also serves as borough administrator,
announced his retirement as police
chief after 42 years of service with the
police department.
The board of education unanimously adopted a resolution for a
new bond referendum to be presented
to voters on March 11. The new referendum asked voters to approve a request for $19 million plus debt service from the state for interior repairs
and improvements for Deerfield and
Birchwood Elementary Schools. If
the debt service application was approved, the state would pay 40 percent interest on the total amount.
The district learned that the state
would give it a grant of $15 million,
$5 million less than requested.
FEBRUARY
Westfield
The Westfield Police Department
(WPD) took part in counterterrorism
and crowd-control events surrounding the Super Bowl at MetLife Stadium. Police Chief David Wayman
said the WPD was asked to take part
in a number of events at the invitation
of Hoboken over the past year. He
said the city has a lot of “soft” targets
for likely domestic terrorism. The
department brought its new Mobile
Command Center, the generator truck
known as the Power Hawk and the
Polaris military diesel all-terrain vehicle, which has a medical stretcher,
to Hoboken.

With 14 plowable snowstorms as
of mid-February, Westfield, like most
towns, faced an uphill battle in keeping local streets clear while trying to
find the time to patch numerous potholes. To date, the town had spent
around $100,000 in overtime for snow
removal this year, up $75,000 over a
normal winter. The town had measurable snowfall of 63 inches, the most
in Westfield since 70 inches fell in
1996.
The Westfield Town Council heard
a detailed presentation provided by
an architectural, planning and urban
design firm from Hoboken for an
80,000-square-foot residential building with 70 apartment units to be
constructed on one-and-a-half acres
on the corner of Central Avenue and
South Avenue West. Fifteen to 20
percent of the apartments would be
slotted to become low income affordable housing units in compliance with
state Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) regulations.
Scotch Plains
Township Manager Jerry Giaimis’
budget proposal included a $40,975
reduction in overall expenditures,
while total salaries were to increase
by $491,000. Mr. Giaimis sought to
use about $2.7 million in surplus funds
to alleviate a higher property-tax rate.
The planning board approved an
application for the construction of a
cart barn and in-ground swimming
pool at Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club. When the nearly 100-yearold, par-71 golf course was put up for
sale in 2010, developers started clamoring to purchase the 146-acre property, which could have been divided
into over 100 residences.
Concern about losing the course
and the impact so many new homes
could have on the school system
caused the Scotch Plains Township

Council to declare the property “an
area in need of rehabilitation” and
deliberate moving the township’s
municipal buildings to the site. As a
result, the New Jersey Golf Group
and Shackamaxon filed a lawsuit
against the township. When NJ Golf
Partners, LLC stepped in to purchase
the property with the intention to
maintain it as a golf course, it brokered
a deal that allowed it to build 60 agerestricted townhouses on the 12- to
13-acre portion of the property that
currently is home to unused tennis
courts and swimming pool facilities.
The recreation commission hoped
to start the process of cleaning the
Brookside Park pond, which had collected a great amount of silt in recent
years, leading to increased flood risks
on nearby streets.
Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus
said he was seeking to have the governing body talk about possibly changing the way that the five council members are elected from partisan to nonpartisan elections. He also said he
wants to discuss “how we elect the
mayor.” Until 2000, mayors were
chosen by the council to serve for
one-year terms; since then, voters have
directly elected mayors to serve for
four years.
Fanwood
Councilman Kevin Boris described
the key projects for which the recreation department would be requesting capital funds as part of the
borough’s municipal budget. He said
the recreation commission would ask
for capital to repair the LaGrande
tennis courts. The commission had
furthermore applied for a grant to
address problems at the Forest Road
Park tennis courts, which are facing
drainage issues that cannot be fixed
without destroying the existing courts.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

2014-02-27: TAKE A CHANCE...Ladies look over silent auction items at the
Congregation Beth Israel “Boardwalk Empire” fundraiser featuring gambling
and auctions held at the JCC of Central N.J. in Scotch Plains.

PAGE INDEX
Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

2014-03-20: NOW HE’S THINKING...In the comic song, “It’s Been A Long
Day,” Smitty (Lina Zikas), behind the couple, interprets the thoughts of Rosemary (Olivia Whitehouse) and J. Pierpont Finch (Jonathan Dawson) in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Repertory’s production of How to Succeed
in Business Without Really Trying.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

2014-04-17: PLAY BALL...Baseball teams participate in the Scotch PlainsFanwood Baseball League opening day ceremonies on a Saturday morning at
Booth Field in Scotch Plains.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Mr. Boris said the recreation commission planned to approach the council
with a proposed designer for the
LaGrande skateboard park. The commission set a target opening date of
August 14, 2014 for the skate park.
Cranford
Police Chief Eric Mason retired and
Captain James Wozniak would become
the new chief of police effective March
1. Chief Mason served as chief for 11
years. Capt. Wozniak has been on the
police force for some 25 years.
The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) approved
the permit applications submitted by
Cranford Development Associates
(CDA) to develop 215 and 235
Birchwood Avenue.
Garwood
Borough Attorney Bob Renaud stated
he would draw up specifications for hiring a construction/project manager (CM/
PM) for the $3.2-million Athletic Field
Complex.
Region
Direct train travel to New York City
will be a reality for passengers on NJ
Transit’s Raritan Valley Line during offpeak hours on weekdays. Tom Morgan,
senior director of rail service planning at
NJ Transit, announced at a Raritan Valley Rail Coalition meeting that, starting
March 3, five trains a day in each direction would travel directly into and out of
Penn Station without travelers needing
to change trains in Newark.
Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th), whose district includes all of Fanwood and most of
Scotch Plains, announced that he would
not seek a ninth term in Congress. The
two towns just joined the district last
year following redistricting.
MARCH
Westfield
The town council introduced a preliminary budget of $3.87 million.
The board of education (BOE) introduced a preliminary tax levy for the
2014 budget of just under $89 million.
The total budget was $99.5 million.
The BOE announced the district had
more National Merit Scholarship finalists this year than in over a decade.
The recreation commission unanimously voted to recommend retaining
Applied Landscape Technologies to replace the turf fields at Sid Faye/Houlihan
Fields.
Athleta, a division of the Gap, was
approved to make renovations to its store
in the downtown.
Scotch Plains
The school district received $2.9 million in state aid.
Residents disagreed with Councilman
Mickey Marcus’ proposal to change the
form of government.
Residents expressed their displeasure
to the council for what they felt was the
council’s inaction regarding repairs to
the Scotch Hills Country Club. The country club, formerly known as the Shady
Rest Golf and Country Club, was the
first African-American owned and operated country club.
PSE&G presented to the zoning board
its plan for renovation of the substation
to meet increasing power usage.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Consolidation Study Commission continued to
explore foundation support to fund the
study to determine the viability of merging the two communities, which had to
be done before moving forward with the
idea.
In the latest effort to jump-start the
downtown business district revitalization, the Scotch Plains Township Council voted to establish a Business District
Development Committee that would seek
to develop business-friendly practices
and opportunities to attract new businesses and retain existing businesses.
The township council approved
$10,000 in additional funding that would
allow the Scotch Plains Public Library
to resume normal Sunday operating
hours. A year ago, amidst cuts to its
budget, the library closed on Sundays
and pared back its hours on Mondays.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education passed a tentative budget of
$81,179,342.
Fanwood
The borough council held a special
meeting to discuss joining an energysaving program called Community Energy Aggregation.
The library board selected an architect for its renovation plans.
The planning board approved the
demolition of a two-family home to make
way for a mixed-use building on South
Avenue.

American Water (AW) representatives
detailed plans for a $4.8-million infrastructure upgrade project that included
replacing cast iron water supply pipes
from the 1900s.
Garwood
The borough council introduced a
$7.6-million budget, a 1.2-percent increase over 2013. The budget included
the hiring of a 16th police officer and a
1.75-percent increase in non-union employee salaries.
A preliminary school budget would
see general expenditures decrease by
about $8,000, or about one-tenth of a
percent, for the next fiscal year, but see
a tax levy increase of about $228,000,
according to estimates.
Mayor Pat Quattrocchi faced a challenge from first-time candidate Sal
Piarulli in the Republican Primary in
June as she bid for a second four-year
term.
Cranford
The Department of Public Works said
it was down five people and was behind
in sidewalk repairs.
Police Captain James Wozniak was
advanced to the position of police chief
with the oath of office during a Cranford
Township Committee meeting.
Residents of Colby Lane banded together to oppose the athletic complex
proposed by Union County College
(UCC). The township committee introduced a resolution that would have the
township oppose the field UCC had plans
to build in what is now a 4.2-acre wooded
area along Gallows Hill Road.
The de-snagging and de-silting of the
Rahway River in the township began.
Township Engineer and Director of
Public Works Richard Marsden requested a budget of $386,864 for 2014.
Last year’s amount was $237,284. He
urged the committee to allow the engineering department to return to the full
staff level it had in 2010.
The township committee introduced a
$34.9-million 2014 budget. An average
assessed home of $181,600 would see a
$13 increase in taxes. The committee
also discussed bonding $6 million for
capital improvements, $4 million of
which could go to street repair.
Cranford Township filed an appeal of
the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) ruling on
the Birchwood Avenue developer
Cranford Development Associates
(CDA) plans and requested a hearing.
The committee approved, by a 4-to-0
vote, a noise ordinance that would prohibit excessive noise from 10 p.m. to 8
a.m. The ordinance was a result of a
noise complaint by a resident who felt
they were being harassed by their neighbor.
Mountainside
Voters passed a $19.5-million school
bond referendum by a tally of 911 yes
votes to 189 no votes. The 1,100 votes
represented a 23-percent turnout among
the 4,744 registered voters in the borough. With the funds, the community
will make several infrastructure improvements to the Deerfield and Beechwood
schools. The state is to fund $7.9 million, or about 40 percent. The remainder
will be bonded over a 20-year period at
a 4-percent interest rate, thereby raising
taxes by about $300 per year for the
average homeowner.
The borough council approved a budget of $12.3 million, a $375,918 increase from the 2013 budget, which was
$11,924,772. The number of borough
full- and part-time employees was reduced by one to 64.
APRIL
Westfield
The town council presented the $38.7million municipal budget for 2014. The
tax levy of $26,185,518 represented an
increase of 0.5 percent over last year’s
budget. The owner of a home assessed at
$179,850 saw their municipal taxes increased by $63 for the year, or $5.25 a
month.
The town received a rating upgrade
by Standard & Poor’s from AA+ to
AAA.
Two Essex County men were put in
custody and faced multiple charges in
connection with a carjacking in
Westfield.
The town council heard a presentation from the Friends of the Westfield
Clocks (FWC), a non-profit organization dedicated to “fostering community
pride.” FWC was offering to donate two
clocks to the town. The council had
some concerns with safety and sightlines
regarding the proposed locations on the

Photo courtesy of DJG Studio

2014-03-27: ANNUAL RUN…St. Bartholomew Academy held its annual 5K run,
hosting a record crowd of over 600 people.

Photo courtesy of Lisa Klein

2014-05-08: JUNIOR PROM…Students pose for a group photo prior to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Junior Prom held May 2 at the Westwood.
north side of town.
presentation March 31 to the mayors
The board of adjustment heard an
and engineers of communities from
appeal challenging the zoning officer’s
Rahway to Millburn on the cost benefit
decision on a subdivision in the Manor
analysis results of its study of the seven
Park section. The plan was to subdivide
alternatives for flood mitigation.
one lot into three.
The township committee unanimously
The planning board’s decision to apapproved a nearly $35-million 2014 muprove Stop & Shop’s application to exnicipal budget. An average assessed
pand its Elm Street supermarket was
home of $181,600 would see approxiappealed by James Hughes, a resident of
mately an $11 increase in taxes.
Massachusetts Street, who opposed the
The Hillside Avenue tunnel had a new
application.
lining installed after leaks were making
Westfield parking pay stations were
it difficult for students to walk to and
replaced with new solar-powered verfrom school through the tunnel.
sions throughout the downtown. The
The board of adjustment approved an
new stations have numerous functions
application for a drive-through Starbucks
that were unavailable on the old ones
restaurant at 345 North Avenue East.
including paying for all day spots, reMountainside
charging Smart Cards and accepting
The council held a public hearing on
credit cards.
Comcast Corporation’s application to
The board of education heard proposrenew its franchise to provide cable serals for raising money for improvements
vices to the community. Council memto the facilities for Westfield High School
bers questioned a representative from
athletes.
Comcast on the company’s ability to
Scotch Plains
continue to provide public access chanDeputy Mayor Michael Marcus, who
nels and to ensure that Berkeley Heights
was elected to the township council as a
programming continued to be available
Democrat in 2010, announced he would
to Mountainside residents, as well as
run for a second term on the Republican
Comcast’s response to power outages
ticket. Also running were Republicans
during recent severe weather.
Councilman William Vastine, who
The borough council adopted a musought a second term, and Councilman
nicipal budget of $12,302,057, of which
Llewellyn Jones, who sought a four$8,216,557 would be raised in taxes.
year term after winning a special elecThe spending plan represented an intion in November 2013 to fill out an
crease of $566,966 over 2013 with taxes
unexpired seat.
up $334,463.
John Del Sordi, Jr., William Thomas
Regional
and Luisa Bianco were selected to run
The Pulaski Skyway northbound lanes
on the Democratic ticket.
on the circa 1932 bridge shut down for
The township council introduced its
two years beginning April 12 as the third
$24,243,221 budget for 2014, including
part of a 10-phase, 10-year, $1-billion
$1.37 million for the municipal library,
rehabilitation of the span.
that would include an increase in the
The Union County Freeholders
municipal tax rate of less than one cent,
awarded a professional engineering serwhich worked out to an average $11
vice contract of $439,823 to Neglia Enhike in the municipal portion of local
gineering Associates of Lyndhurst to
property taxes.
provide engineering design, construcMayor Kevin Glover said he favored
tion administration and inspection serusing an additional $90,000 in surplus
vices for the county’s Oak Ridge Park
funds to reduce the planned increase in
Improvement Project.
the municipal property-tax rate from
Democratic Clinton Mayor Janice
nine-tenths of a cent to zero.
Kovach announced she was running for
The township recreation commission
Congress from the 7th District. The Repubplanned to conduct a multi-part survey
lican candidates were incumbent Leonard
of residents in order to gauge satisfacLance and challenger David Larsen.
tion with recreation facilities and proEight-term State Assemblywoman
grams.
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-15th, MerThe zoning board of adjustment gave
cer) was one of four Democrats seeking
its approval to PSE&G’s plans to renoto replace the retiring Rep. Rush Holt
vate and upgrade its Front Street substa(D) in the House of Representatives in
tion in order to meet a 12-percent inthe 12th Congressional District.
crease in electrical demand by 2022.
State Senator Linda Greenstein (DThe replacement of the 600 seats in
14th, Middlesex) said her motivation to
the Terrill Middle School auditorium
run for U.S. Congress in the 12th Conwas one of a series of improvement
gressional District came from the “great
projects the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
need” she recognizes for legislators in
Board of Education approved.
Washington, D.C. who have the “conFanwood
viction to stop Tea Party politics from
The borough council introduced the
dismantling 80 years of progressive poliborough’s municipal budget of
tics.”
$9,461,180 with a tax levy of $5,943,138
MAY
for 2014.
Westfield
The recreation commission met with
The board of adjustment heard the
engineers to discuss cost estimates for
application of Cradles to Crayons, a day
constructing a skateboard park in Forest
care preschool facility, to demolish an
Road Park. Commissioners discussed
existing building and construct a twowhether or not to forego the project
and-a-half-story building with a basegiven the high figures.
ment and attic at 417 West Broad Street
Fanwood was one of four towns to
near the Plinton Curry Funeral Home.
receive a New Jersey Smart Growth
Award from New Jersey Future, a nonprofit that promotes responsible land
use. The award recognized Fanwood’s
transit-oriented downtown redevelopment.
The Sun Tavern, a landmark in the
borough, closed its doors after going
bankrupt.
Garwood
The owner of a mixed-use property on
South Avenue across from the Crunch
fitness gym and his witnesses faced another three-and-a-half hours of questioning from officials and residents in
his bid to get the planning board’s approval to redevelop the site. It was the
third time in four months that Nick
Tsapatsaris of LAND of NJ Inc. had
gone before the board.
Councilman James Mathieu opposed
a resolution to add $6,000 in costs to the
Athletic Field Complex (AFC) on the
basis that the work was agreed to and
completed prior to council approval. He
also objected to a $46,000 closed circuit
security system for the AFC.
The county executive superintendent
of schools approved the proposed 20142015 school budget totaling $8.5 million, which included an approximate
$228,000 tax levy increase.
Cranford
Union County College postponed its
plans to construct a sports facility at its
Cranford campus for its soccer, lacrosse
and track teams.
The Army Corps of Engineers held its

The BOE adopted a budget of
$100,285,893. Last year’s budget was
$98,658,532. The local tax levy was
$88,976,333. The local tax debt service
is $2,848,413. The impact to the average
home was an increase of $290 with the
school tax on the average home at $8,932.
Last year’s figure was $8,642. The increase to the average household was due
to the 2-percent increase in the debt
service, which is $205.
The town council adopted the 2014
municipal budget of $41.1 million with
$26.2 million to be raised in taxes, and
the budget for the Special Improvement
District (SID) of $409,605. The owner
of a home assessed at $179,850, the
average assessment in Westfield, would
see their taxes increase by $63 for the
year, or $5.25 a month.
The town council passed an ordinance,
7-1, that allows five restaurants in town
which have restricted liquor licenses to
have full liquor licenses, thus allowing
them to serve customers at the bar area.
The BOE voted to re-appoint the
school resource officer, an appointment
which stirred controversy last year because of the objection by some to having
an armed police officer in the schools.
Westfield Police Officer Jeff Johnson is
positioned in Westfield High School,
but visits all of the district schools.
BOE Vice-President Rosanne
Kurstedt announced she would not seek
re-election.
Scotch Plains
Members of the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education unanimously passed the 2014-2015 school
budget of $81,179,342. The estimated
tax impact for the average Scotch Plains
assessed home of $125,600 was an increase of $253.62 while Fanwood’s increase weighed in at $213.21 for an
average assessed home of $84,628.
Mayor Kevin Glover’s effort to dissolve the local sewer utility and return
the fee to the municipal budget hit a
roadblock when his plan to have the
township council consider resolutions
calling for a referendum on the matter
was squelched.
The council voted along party lines to
appoint a slate of six individuals to the
newly-created committee that would advise on enhancing development in the
downtown business district.
The planning board voted unanimously to approve a preliminary and
major site plan that would allow Toll LP
NJ, commonly known as Toll Brothers,
to build 56 age-restricted townhouses
on property formerly owned by the
Shackamaxon Country Club, which the
township had designated as an area in
need of redevelopment.
Approximately 10 parents from Scotch
Plains and Fanwood came to talk to
members of the BOE about their displeasure over a decision not to renew a
contract for McGinn Elementary School
third-grade teacher Matthew Richards.
The recreation commission completed
projects to get ready for summer programs. Projects included resurfacing of
parking lots at Kramer Manor Park and
Memorial Park and a new pavilion for
Brookside Park.
A vote on a capital bond ordinance to
fund the property where the former TerryLou Zoo was situated did not pass by
enough votes from the council.
A split township council approved
the 2014 municipal budget as well as a
$1.5-million capital ordinance to finance
various equipment purchases. By a 3-to2 party-line vote, the governing body
finalized action on the $24.3-million
budget that would be funded in part by
$15.9 million in property-tax levies.
The municipal portion of the property
tax bill for the average Scotch Plains
homeowner amounted to $1,857 this
year. The average home assessed at
$125,600 would see an increase of $11
over last year.
The average homeowner saw a $135
increase in the Union County portion of
their tax bill and a $254 increase in taxes
paid to the board of education.
Fanwood
The borough council authorized more
than $900,000 of capital improvements
in the borough. The appropriations broke

down into about $710,000 for roadway
improvements; $234,000 for improvements to parks, buildings and the library, and $38,000 for new equipment,
including a borough message board.
Construction on Fanwood Crossing
II, located on South Avenue between
Martine Avenue and 2nd Street, showed
noticeable signs of progress. The second
retail/residential complex was on track
for completion later this year.
The council investigated recycling arrangements in Fanwood prior to renewing
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Recycling
Association’s (SPFRA) lease on the recycling center. SPFRA will not be able to
return a profit from the recycling center in
2014 and a budget appropriation will be
necessary to keep the center afloat. The
council put out a Request for Proposals
(RFP), aiming to encourage different organizations to submit cost-effective plans
for maintaining the center.
The recreation commission made
progress identifying and allocating the
funds necessary for construction of a
skateboard park in Forest Road Park.
The park was estimated to cost $235,000.
Garwood
It was expected that construction of a
$1-million-plus, mixed-use, three-story
apartment building on South Avenue
could begin in two months after the
owner was granted approval by the
Garwood Planning Board.
The average Garwood homeowner expected to see a tax increase of $133 this
year due to the BOE’s adoption of an
$8.5-million budget. The increase for a
home assessed at $100,000 came atop
the $39 hike required by the adoption of
the municipal budget. Borough
homeowners also would pay a $65 increase to the county after the freeholder
board passed the county budget.
The BOE, which approved the budget, 8-0, saw a decrease of $900,000 in
tuition costs paid to Clark to send
Garwood’s students to Arthur L. Johnson
High School (ALJ) for the 2014-2015
school year, but half of that was negated
by increases in other expenses, such as
special-education costs.
Borough Planner Victor Vinegra told
the borough council that a private developer had entered into contracts with the
owners of the Garwood Paperboard plant
on North Avenue and the Petro Plastics
building on South Avenue to overhaul
the largely abandoned industrial sites.
Cranford
The township committee voted to approve a resolution urging the Union
County Freeholders to oppose construction of Union County College’s proposed athletic field complex at the
Cranford campus and assist in locating
an alternative location.
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr. proposed going out for state Green Acres
funding for the 4.3 acres of forested land
UCC had proposed for the sports
facility’s site.
The Mayors Council on Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control met and unanimously agreed to two recommendations,
which were the option to put a control
structure in the Orange Reservoir and
channelization and elevations of homes
in Cranford.
The township hired Maser Consulting to take over the role of township
engineer to replace Richard Marsden,
who was township engineer for about 10
years.
Mountainside
The board of adjustment heard a presentation by John Chadwick, borough
planner, on why the borough has to
amend its master plan to meet its affordable-housing obligations as mandated
by the state, while complying with the
municipal land use laws. Mr. Chadwick
identified five tracts of land for development within the borough to be used to
include affordable housing.
The Union County 200 Club held its
annual awards luncheon to honor the
2014 Valor Award recipients.
Mountainside Police Detective Raymond
Smith was amongst the recipients. Last
year, a routine investigation almost turned
deadly when Det. Smith fired two closerange shots at a suspect fleeing a recycling center in Elizabeth in a vehicle.
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FW Planning Bd. Okays
Westfield Ave. Subdivision
By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Courtesy of Brian Horton

WHERE IT ALL BEGAN... During Santa's recent tour of Fanwood, he and
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr stopped to honor Adele Gatens, second from right,
and Jean Berry, left, whose late husband’s started the Fanwood Santa tradition.

WF Zoning Bd. OKs
Appeals By Residents
By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The zoning board
of adjustment held its last meeting
of the year on December 8 with five
members present. Mark Doherty
will step down after serving 10 years
on the board. Following the meeting he was given a standing ovation
by fellow board members for a job
well done.
The following appeals were approved by the board:
Scott Giardina, of 125 West
Dudley Avenue, was approved for a
variance to retain a pool enclosure
fence.
Michael J. Novak, of 1061
Wychwood Road, was approved to
add a first- and second-story addition
plus a covered porch and to retain a
one-car garage. The ordinance requires a front-yard setback of plus 30
feet. Mr. Novak explained that his
front yard is a side as viewed from the
street. His proposed setback is 26
feet. The ordinance requires a rearyard setback of 35 feet where the
proposed is 27.8 feet. The applicant
also is adding a front and back dormer to the home, which was built in
the 1920s.
Rob Lyszczarz, owner of Elevation Properties, LLC, of 519 East
Broad Street, was approved to construct a wraparound porch with a
corner gazebo. The ordinance requires a minimum side-yard setback
of 20 feet where the proposed is 12
feet, six inches. Mr. Lyszczarz explained that the house was used as a
residence with a medical suite. He
said the medical suite will be elimi-

nated and the home will be a singlefamily structure with one front door.
Board member Maryalice Ryan said,
“The improvements are period perfect for the age of the house.”
Mary and Frederick Anthony of
745 Highland Avenue were approved to expand a two-car garage
to include three bays. Mr. Anthony
said the height of the garage will be
lower above the third bay. A storage
area is there now with a small shed
nearby, Mr. Anthony said. The
Anthonys have lived in the house
for 30 years.
The following applications were
carried over to the board’s Monday, January 12 meeting: New York
SMSA Limited Partnership d/b/a/
Verizon Wireless, 361 South Avenue East; Westfield Health and
Rehabilitation, 222 North Avenue;
Jorge and Vera Ortiz, 203
Livingston Avenue; Caleb
DeNigris, 664 Hillcrest Avenue;
and Robert and Michelle
DeDomenico, 819 East Broad
Street, whose application was
deemed invalid because the zoning official had not reviewed additions to their original plan.

Clarification
An article in Peek of The Week on
page 2 of the December 18th issue
of The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
should have said that Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz (R-21st, Summit) is a co-sponsor of the Assembly
Resolution opposing the Pilgrim
Pipeline.

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns
Call for an appointment
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500

www.sg-cpas.com

FANWOOD – The planning board,
last Wednesday evening, approved a
proposed subdivision by Konstruct
Enterprizes, LLC and discussed
changes to the proposed plans for the
South Avenue corridor.
Konstruct Enterprizes, whose principal is Dominick Verdic, is proposing to subdivide 67 Westfield Avenue.
The plan, according to architect
Herbert Lauderwald, Jr., is to construct two center hall colonial homes,
one on each lot. Mr. Lauderwald
said that no variances are sought and
the company is in compliance with
all borough code requirements. He
said that each home would contain
four bedrooms, be similar in design
and have a front-yard setback of 75
feet.
Board member David Blechinger
asked if the curbing would be Belgian block and was assured by Mr.
Lauderwald that it would be. He
also asked about replacing trees
that had already been cleared on
the lot.
Mr. Verdic and his attorney, Brian
Schwartz, assured the board that the
trees, which were Peppercorn Gums,
will be replaced. Mr. Verdic said
they were taken down because they
had split and fallen. Mr. Schwartz
said, “All trees that are healthy will
stay.”
Zoning Officer Ray Sullivan requested that the company plant a
buffer across the property that would
separate the two lots. Mr. Verdic
agreed to plant arborvitae and/or a
low-lying hedge.
Board Attorney Robert Renaud
asked, as a formality, that the company seek a permit for the trees that
were already removed. Mr. Schwartz
said his client would agree to do
that.
Mr. Lauderwald said all plans for
silt, drainage and grading are in compliance with the municipal code.
Planning Board Chairman Dale
Flowers said there is no opposition to

the subdivision by any borough departments.
In other business, the board discussed a change to the proposed structures on the Second Avenue corridor
near the borough’s train station. The
area in question is called the commercial corridor central district or
CCD.
Maximum building heights were
added, according to Jessica
Giorgianni, an architect with H2M,
who has drawn the plans. In correspondence sent to Board Secretary
Pat Hoynes, she said since pitched
roofs are required in this district, the
top story should be a half story, which
would be a habitable space under a
pitched roof with dormers. She also
said the minimum height of the
ground story and upper story were
revised, given how a story is measured.
The correspondence said ground
stories should be the tallest in this
district, the borough’s main shopping district. The letter went on to
say that, “We no longer specify the
maximum height of a ground story
or upper story; let the market dictate.” The correspondence further
states that within 200 feet of the
train station, a building may have
one additional story, particularly
since structured parking will be
needed in this area to accommodate
site parking and other commuter
parking. Also, a new regulation was
added that requires commuter parking be provided.
The board had no problem with the
change. The purpose of this district
is, as has been discussed at other
meetings, to create a Transit Village
in the heart of the downtown with
residential and commercial properties, which add a vibrancy to the
borough.
The board’s re-organization/
agenda meeting will be held on
Wednesday, January 21, at 7:30 p.m.
The next regular meeting will be
Wednesday, January 28, at 7:30 p.m.,
at Borough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue.

Mediator Assigned to BOE,
Teacher Union Contract Talks
By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – A mediator has
been assigned to assist in the negotiations impasse between the
Garwood Board of Education and
the teachers’ union, with a first meeting scheduled for Thursday, February 19, Board Attorney John Geppert
said.
The board huddled in executive session for nearly an hour at its December
16 meeting at Lincoln School to discuss the contract negotiations and a
personnel matter, but members would
not disclose any specifics.
“No comment. It’s confidential,” Mr.
Geppert said when asked about the
executive session and the state of the
contract negotiations. “It’s in mediation. We’ll leave it there.”
The full board was told at its October 21 meeting that the negotiations
had reached an impasse and, upon notification by the union, the New Jersey
Public Employment Relations Commission would assign a mediator.
The teachers’ three-year contract expired June 30 and, because state law
prohibits them from striking, the previous contract remains in force until a
new agreement is reached. About a
half dozen teachers, conspicuously clad
in red, attended the board meeting.
The board also addressed a number
of other issues, including the authorization to spend $29,446 with CDW-G,
headquartered in Vernon Hills, Ill., for
the installation of wireless access
points, and a five-year license agreement.
A board’s reorganization meeting
was set for Thursday, January 8, at 7
p.m. although the board will not see

any change in members. Board President Christine Guerriero and board
members Aaron Watkins and Linda
Koenig were re-elected to three-year
terms while Kimberly Ficarra won a
special election to complete an unexpired two-year term in November.
State law requires the meeting be
held by Tuesday, January 6, but also
permits a three-day extension for extenuating circumstances. Schedule conflicts among several board members
forced a change from the Monday, January 5 date listed in the published agenda.
Ms. Ficarra informed the board that
the policy committee had submitted 15
revisions for first public reading: one
on class size and 14 others to special
education.
She noted, however, that the class-size
revision did not include a specific limit on
the number of students in a classroom.
“It was to bring it current,” Ms.
Ficarra said regarding both the class
size and special-education policies.
Per a suggestion by board member
Barbara Greet, the board will wait until its February meeting to give the
special-education revisions their second public reading to allow members
time to fully review the changes and
the 185 pages of laws they refer to.
The board approved the return to the
classroom of teacher Nicola Atieh from
maternity leave for December 22, more
than a month ahead of originally
planned. Lauren Fleischer, who had replaced Ms. Atieh, was added as a substitute teacher along with Laura Knutson.
It also gave its okay to AnnMarie
Carlucci from Kean University as a
student teacher from Wednesday, January 21, through Monday, May 18, working with Francesca Florio.

THE WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUAD
WISHES THE RESIDENTS AND COMMUNITY OF
WESTFIELD A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MERRY CHRISTMAS… The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts HolidayQuintet
entertains on a recent Saturday in downtown Westfield.

Freeholders OK Agreement
To Accept Hudson Detainees
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday approved an
agreement with Hudson County to accept all of Hudson’s detainees from its
juvenile detention center. Those youthful offenders will now be housed at
Union County’s 76-bed detention center in Linden.
Union County officials have said the
agreement, whereby Hudson will pay
$230 per day in 2015 and $240 per day
in 2016, could result in $2.1 million in
additional revenue in the county’s coffers over the two years of the contract.
Frank Guzzo, director of human services, said he would “like to think it is
not price, it is quality” as to why Hudson
chose to send the detainees to Union
County.
As required by the state, the freeholders also approved Bergen County
as a backup facility to house Union
County detainees should the Linden
facility be at full capacity. Union County
will pay Bergen $225 per juvenile per
day.
The freeholders also approved a
$127,586 contract with Neglia Associates, of Lyndhurst, for engineering services for improvements to the riding
rings at the Watchung Stables in Mountainside.
William Reyes, director of the Department of Economic Development,
said during the board’s agenda setting
meeting that was held prior to the regular meeting that the $93,436 change
order included in the contract covers
design of an indoor fabric facility ring
or “bubble” to enable one of the four
rings at the stables to be used yearround. He said estimates are that this
change will increase revenues for the
stables by $200,000.
He said the project also includes
fencing and drainage improvements.
The board also approved a $274,000
change order to the contract with Netta
Architects of Mountainside for a new
agreement of $655,000 for improvements to the Warinanco Park ice rink
and new clubhouse. Mr. Reyes said
additions in the change order include
the existing ice floor where leakage
was discovered in the 50-year-old piping. Improvements to the exterior of
the building that will house the new
chiller also is included.
In addition, he said the new clubhouse will be made certified for ice
hockey leagues. The contract change
order also includes investigating why
rain penetrates the interior of the ice
rink facility and correcting the problem; asbestos abatement and upgrades
to the rink.
Freeholder Angel Estrada said during the agenda meeting that his problem with the change orders for
Warinanco and the stables was that in
some cases the increase is over 100
percent of the original contract. He
asked if going out for another Request
For Proposals (RFP) had been considered.
Mr. Reyes said in the stables case,
Neglia had started its work when the
county decided to do additional improvements. He said another RFP might
result in two engineering firms on the
same project.
Mr. Estrada said he had a difficult

time accepting the Warinanco change
order, calling it a “substantial” change.
He abstained on the vote on the resolution approving the change.
Mr. Reyes said he was looking to
increase county revenues while also
creating what he termed “world-class
facilities” in the county.
Freeholder Linda Carter questioned
whether the county saw these changes
coming prior to going out for the RFP,
“so we wouldn’t be in this position
right now.”
Mr. Reyes said the original stables
RFP went out in 2010 when the county
was looking to fix the flooring and the
rings and to decide on what to do with
the facility, which had been losing
money.
Mr. Reyes said now the county has
decided to invest in the stables to make
it profitable. As for Warinanco, he said
the scope of the work changed once the
county started looking at the condition
of the facility’s foundation.
The board also approved a $163,800
change order to the Rahway River Park
project where a turf field, track and
lighting are to be constructed. The facility will be the new home for the
Rahway High School football and soccer teams.Mr. Reyes said the county
will be reimbursed by Rahway for the
change order.
Per the change orders, County Manager Al Faella said he has asked department heads to “take a more comprehensive look at these projects...at the
beginning of the project” including
looking at what the county’s needs
might be in the future for a specific
facility.
Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
said, in Warinanco’s case, this was the
first time the county had looked at the
infrastructure of the ice center. “If we’re
going to open the wall, we’re going to
find what’s really wrong with the place,
and we might as well make sure it’s
fixed and the infrastructure is lasting so
that generations of our residents can
enjoy the facility; otherwise it is throwing good money at bad.”
The meeting was the last under Mr.
Hudak’s chairmanship. He was presented with a plaque by Freeholder
Vice-Chairman Mohamed Jalloh, who
will become chairman on Sunday, January 4, and the rest of the board.

Update On Hearing
In LaCosta Matter
SCOTCH PLAINS — Construction Official and Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta will receive a 90-day unpaid suspension after township officials discovered a series of racist emails that had been distributed by Mr.
LaCosta and a local volunteer
firefighter. Mr. LaCosta earns
$147,000 annually before additional
longevity pay.
A hearing on Mr. LaCosta’s job
status had been scheduled for Tuesday afternoon, but the matter was resolved beforehand with Mr. LaCosta’s
acceptance of the suspension, said his
attorney, Ted Schiller. The firefighter,
Paul Malool, was removed from his
duties as a battalion chief for the
township’s volunteer fire department,
where he received an annual $5,000
stipend.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)
Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

THE ALL-VOLUNTEER SQUAD ALSO WISHES TO
THANK THOSE WHO HAVE SUPPORTED THE SQUAD
BY DONATING FUNDS TO OUR FUND DRIVE

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO BECOME A
MEMBER, PLEASE CALL 908-233-2500
OR STOP BY THE SQUAD BUILDING AT
335 WATTERSON STREET, WESTFIELD

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions
Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com
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Westﬁeld Ofﬁce
Maria Fuentes, Branch Manager
828 South Avenue West
eNorthﬁeld.com
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*

Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) in effect as of November 21, 2014 and subject to change without notice, including after the account is opened. Minimum
balance of $35,000 to open Premier Savings account. Accounts are for new money only. New money is deﬁned as funds not currently on deposit with
Northﬁeld Bank. In each month that the account is open, if the account balance drops below $15,000 on any given day, a monthly fee of $20 will be imposed.
Fees could reduce earnings. Accounts with balances between $0 - $299.99 earn no interest. Accounts with balances between $300 - $14,999.99 earn 0.10%
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- $99,999.99 earn 0.15% on the entire balance. Accounts with balances between $100,000.00 - $999,998.99 earn 1.30% on the entire balance. Accounts with
balances over $999,999.00 earn 0.25% on the entire balance. Transaction limitations apply. See an account representative for details.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE!
FROM YOUR NEIGHBORS
** With great appreciation for your trust and continued business; I wish you the
best for the holidays and 2015.Sincerely; Faten Mahran Coldwell Banker Westfield
East, Faten, Mahran, fatenmahran@comcast.net
** Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! God bless you all!, Lisette, Guzman,
lgsells@gmail.com
** Happy Holidays to my family; friends; clients and colleagues. Wishing you all
a happy; healthy and prosperous New Year!, Tammie, Costello,
Tammie.Costello@cbmoves.com
** Dear Ivy Education Families; We wish you and your students a very Merry
Holiday season!!! Warm Wishes; Ivy Educational Services 250 South Avenue
Fanwood; NJ 908-322-0533 www.ivyed.net, Carol, Chimento, fanwood@ivyed.net

happiness and joy., Greg, Ryan, mrgscrafts@yahoo.com
** Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all from the Kearney family from
lovely Garwood; NJ!, Vincent, Kearney, njvinnie@aol.com
** Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Save lives by
shopping our thift shop or adopt a best friend!, Best Friend Dog & Animal
Adoption Inc, Jakubowski, gidget20@comcast.net
** Thank you for sharing your dreams with me ... May God bless you!, Tressa
“TERI”, Malone, terimalone@optimum.net
** Wishing the subscribers and residents a happy holiday season; may all of
your wishes come true. Bless those who have/are preserving our freedom and
safety here and abroad along with those who have made the ultimate sacrifice.
To our clients; thank you very much for your business. We appreciate it.
Sincerely; Ince Landscape Construction & Management, Matthew, Ince,
matt@incelandscape.com
** Warm holiday greetings from the management and staff of Trinitas
Regional Medical Center in Elizabeth We wish you and yours a holiday season
to remember and a healthy and prosperous 2015! Gary S. Horan President and
Chief Executive Officer, Kathryn, Salamone, ksalamone@trinitas.org
** Thanks to all my fantastic clients for their support in 2014!, Tom, Kranz,
tom@tomkranzcommunications.com
** Happy Holidays to All! May 2015 bring you Health; Happiness &
Especially Peace., Betty, Lynch, bettlync@att.net

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane
words.
1. Kibe – A crack or chap in the flesh
caused by cold
2. Despumation – The act of skimming or scumming
3. Garran – A small work-horse
4. Eyra – A reddish or chestnut-colored wildcat of Central and South
America
SUCCOR
1. Aid or assist
2. Scatter
3. Discontent
4. Poise; dignity
ONEIROSCOPIST
1. A snake charmer
2. One who interprets dreams
3. A wine taster or expert
4. A hypnotist
SUDOR
1. Thick or hard
2. A freed slave
3. Sweat or perspiration
4. The male falcon
WYNKERNEL
1. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.
2. The European water hen
3. A cornfield
4. Corn meal, mush

** Thank you to all who support The Winston School of Short Hills; New Jersey. We wish all a happy holiday season!,
Elissa, Cordrey, ecordrey@winstonschool.org

** Wishing you; your family and loved ones a very Merry Christmas and Peace and Prosperity for the New Year
and always. The Westfield School of Dance, Joanne, Carey, westfieldschoolofdance@yahoo.com

** Who doesn’t recall a wonderful holiday memory that took place in the home they grew up in? Helping people make
memories that will last a lifetime is what I do best. At this Holiday Season my thoughts turn gratefully to those who
have made my success possible. Thank you and Best Wishes for the Holiday Season. Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year!, Grace, Rappa, grace.rappa@cbmoves.com

** Wishing you the very best Holiday Season and a New Year filled with peace and prosperity. Dr.McCabe;
Dr.Jong; Dr.Walk; Dr.Chang and the staff at Westfield Pediatric Dental Group, Dr. Timothy, McCabe,
wpdg@wpdg.net

** Wishing you and yours the joys of the season and a happy and prosperous new year. Sincerely; Mark Swingle and
the staff of MFS Group., Mark, Swingle, Mark@westfieldfinancialplanning.com
** Enjoy and support Downtown Westfield this holiday season! Find unique gifts and spread holiday cheer by
supporting your local businesses. Enjoy the “Westfield Home to Westfield” holiday entertainment and the Town of
Westfield free holiday parking from Dec. 17 through Dec. 28., Sherry, Cronin, s.cronin@westfieldtoday.com

** Happy Holidays from your friends at the Northfield Bank Westfield Office., Northfield, Bank,
dkane@enorthfield.com
** Happy Holidays from everyone here at Edward Jones Investments!, Jayson, Astel, jayson.astel@edwardjones.com
** A Merry Christmas and a Happy and healthy New Year to all!, Dell, Simeone, dlcuisine@aol.com

** On behalf of our entire “theatrical family”; Westfield Community Players wishes all our subscribers; patrons and
audience goers the best of the holiday season and a Happy New Year. Steve Lemenille; President WCP, Westfield,
Community Players, info@westfieldcommunityplayers.org

** During this Season of Giving; all of us at the Westfield United Fund are especially thankful to the many Westfield
residents and business owners who support us in our mission to help the members of our community who need care
and social services. We wish you all a joyous holiday season and a healthy; Happy New Year!, Deirdre, Gelinne,
dgelinne@westfieldunitedfund.org

** Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from our “Good Hands” to yours! Your friends at Ron Bansky and
Associates Allstate Agency wish you all the best this holiday season. We look forward to serving you in 2015!, Ron,
Bansky, RonBansky@Allstate.com

** Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for a Wonderful 2015; Hobbie & Hobbie; Attorneys At Law;LLC ehobbie@verizon.net, Mark, Hobbie, ehobbie@verizon.net

** Seasons greetings! Thank you for all of your love and support; as Dovetails begins our 20th year;in Cranford!
Wishing you much joy and happiness in the new year! Happy 2015!, Jean, Pascarella, DovetailsUSA@aol.com
** Happy Holidays! Ring in the New Year with NJFO celebration concert Wednesday December 31 at 7PM
www.njfestivalorchestra.org | 908 232 9400, New Jersey, Festival Orchestra, eryan@njfestivalorchestra.org
** Happy Holidays from Eye Level Learning Center of Cranford! Enjoy your holiday; and get ready for the challenges
of the New Year with our math and English programs. Children ages 4-17 are welcome! 908-858-5054
cranford@myeyelevel.com, Alexandra, Medina, cranford@myeyelevel.com

** All of us at TOP LINE Appliance Center would like to thank our wonderful Westfield customers and wish each
and every client a very Happy Holiday Season!, Jennifer, Woolston, jenniferw@toplineapl.com
** A special thanks to all the amazing people I have been fortunate to cross paths with this year. I am truly grateful
for the new friendships I have made and for the opportunity to have earned your real estate business. Happy
Holidays from my house to yours! - All the best for 2015 Frank D. Isoldi; Broker Associate Coldwell Banker, Frank
D., Isoldi, isre@aol.com
** We hope your holidays are filled with joy as you Strut into the New Year!, EWC, Garwood,
center0029@waxcenter.com

** Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Make it a great one! -Bill; Weichert; Realtors, Bill, Malcolm,
bill@williammalcolm.com

** We would like to wish everyone a Happy Holiday Season and a wonderful New Year!, K9 Resorts, Fanwood,
info@k9resorts.com

** Warmest Wishes for the Holidays and a Very Happy New Year!, Councilman Keith, Loughlin,
kloughlin@westfieldnj.gov

** Wishing you and your family a Joyous Holiday Season! May the New Year bring you Peace; Good Health &
Happiness. Best Wishes; Assemblywoman Nancy F. Muñoz & Staff, Nancy, Muñoz, AswMunoz@njleg.org

** Joanne Womelsdorf and all the elves at SUPERIOR INTERIORS wish each and every client & friend a very Happy
Holiday Season and a healthy New Year !, Joanne, Womelsdorf, jowomelsdorf@hotmail.com

** On behalf of my family I’d like to extend best wishes to you and your family for a joyous holiday season and
a Happy New Year. - Ann (Palmer) Tarantino, Ann, Tarantino, anntarantino9@gmail.com

** From the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce to all our members: We wish for everyone to have a healthy
holiday season and a prosperous 2015., Gene, Jannotti, gjannotti@westfieldareachamber.com

** Wishing you and your family the HAPPIEST and MERRIEST this holiday season and BEST WISHES for a
HEALTH and HAPPY 2015! ~Kim Haley, Kim, Haley, KimHaley@comcast.net

** Wishing everyone a joyous holiday season and a healthy and happy new year. Councilman Sam Della Fera, Sam,
Della Fera, sdellafera@westfieldnj.gov

** Warmest Greetings of the Season and Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year, Hye-Young, Choi,
hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

** Wishing you a holiday bright with joy and rich with memories!, Martha, Schilling, mschill588@aol.com

** My wife Heidi and I want to wish the Westfield Leader and all of its readers a very Merry Christmas; a Happy
Chanukah and a healthy and prosperous New Year., Congressman Leonard, Lance, john.byers@mail.house.gov

** Chez Catherine and the entire Staff wish you an “Happy and Healthy New Year”, Didier, Jouvenet,
Chezcatherine@aol.com
** We at John’ Meat Market wish all our customers and friends a healthy and happy Merry Christmas and New Year
!!!!!, Vincent, Losavio, primemeat02@aol.com
** Wishing all my colleagues; friends & neighbors a new season of hope & prosperity. Best Wishes from; Leona Faber
Sinclair; Weichert Realtors; Westfield Office., Leona, Faber-Sinclair, Leonasinclair@gmail.com
** To all I know in Westfield. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Sorry to say I don’t miss the area at all just a
few friends. Some I try to keep in touch with and others who seen to have forgotten us. May the New Year bring you

** Wishing all our readers the happiest holidays and a healthy new year! Lauren; Jon-Henry; Ainsley; Leah &
Elizabeth Barr, Lauren S., Barr, lbarr@goleader.com
** Juxtapose Gallery wishes everyone a happy and healthy holiday season!, Danielle, D’Amico,
info@juxtaposegallery.com
** Happy Holidays to all in the Blue Devils community — past; present and future., Bruce, Johnson, bj1019@aol.com
** Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a New Year of Health; Happiness and Prosperity! Patty O’Connor
Weichert; Realtors, Patty, O’Connor, PattyOConnor@Weichert.com
** We wish you a very happy christmas! Be the best for you New Year. Cherrio~, Oriza, Naibaho,
orizanaibaho@gmail.com
** Wishing you and yours all the blessings of peace; hope; love and joy this Christmas and throughout the new year;
from your friends at First Congregational Church of Westfield., First Congregational, Church of Westfield,
uccfcc@verizon.net
** To all the Faithful — and not so Faithful — Readers of the Devil’s Den; a Happy Holiday season and Whs4evr!,
Bruce, Johnson, bj1019@aol.com
** Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you from the staff and writers of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, www.goleader.com
** It is with deep appreciation that I thank you for your real estate business and referrals. I wish you and your
families much love; peace and good health throughout 2015!, Maureen, Illanovsky, Millanovsky@kw.com
** I wish everyone a happy; healthy; & successful new year!, Lois, Berger, lois.berger@cbmoves.com
** We send our heartfelt thanks to the community for your generous support of the Westfield Foundation. We wish
your family happy holidays and a very happy new year. Sincerely; the board of the Westfield Foundation. For
good..for ever..for Westfield., Betsy, Chance, foundation@westfieldnj.com
** Wishing all my clients and friends a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year...wishing all the peace and
love for this Holiday season;;;..your Coldwell Banker agent ...Kathy Shea; .kathyshea@aol.com, Kathy , Shea ,
Kathyshea@aol.ocm
** May your New Year be filled with Peace; Love; and Harmony!, Jill, Skibinsky, jill.skibinsky@cbmoves.com
** Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our loyal readers. May 2015 be a year filled with good health;
happiness; and prosperity for us all! Marylou Morano; Correspondent for the Leader/Times., Marylou, Morano,
marmorano@aol.com
** It is with deep appreciation that I thank you for your real estate business and referrals. I wish you and your
families good health; peace and joy in 2015!, Maureen, Illanovsky, Millanovsky@yahoo.com
** Temple Sholom in Scotch Plains would like to wish everyone a warm and inviting holiday season and a healthy
and happy new year., Temple , Sholom - Scotch Plains, office@sholomnj.org
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Cuban Gov. Provides Safe Haven To
Murderer Joanne Chesimard
Dear President Obama,
There is no doubt that the Castro
regime has a long history of repression,
despotism and brutality that has forced
countless Cubans to seek refuge in our
county in search of a better life.
I do not share your view that restoring
diplomatic relations without a clear commitment from the Cuban government of
the steps they will take to reverse decades of human rights violations will
result in a better and more just Cuba for
its people. However, despite my profound disagreement with this decision, I
believe there is an opportunity for Cuba
and its government to show the American people it is serious about change.
The Cuban government has been providing safe haven to convicted murderer
Joanne Chesimard, a woman designated
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation
as a domestic terrorist and the first
woman ever placed on the FBI’s Most
Wanted Terrorist List.
In New Jersey, Joanne Chesimard is
notorious for her role in the cold-blooded
execution-style killing of New Jersey
State Trooper Werner Foerster and seriously wounding New Jersey State
Trooper James Harper. On May 2, 1973,
Chesimard and two accomplices were
pulled over on the New Jersey Turnpike
by Troopers Foerster and Harper for a
motor vehicle violation.
Chesimard and both of the men in the
car were armed with semi-automatic
handguns and possessed fictitious identification. During the motor vehicle stop,
Chesimard initiated a gun battle, wounding Trooper Harper. In the shootout that
followed, Chesimard’s weapon was used
to shoot Trooper Foerster in the abdomen and then, as he lay incapacitated on
the ground, Trooper Foerster’s own
weapon was used against him and he
was executed with two bullets to the
head.
Chesimard was convicted in 1977 of
first-degree murder and a number of
other charges stemming from this horrific incident and sentenced to life in
prison. Chesimard, aided and abetted by
armed accomplices, escaped from prison
in 1979 and has been a fugitive from
justice ever since. It is believed that she
moved to Cuba in 1984 and has, since
that time, lived freely there, attending
government functions and being provided with housing, food and transportation by the Cuban government.
A long history of bipartisan support

exists for the need to bring this convicted murderer back to the United States
so she can be made to serve the prison
time she was sentenced to more than
thirty-seven years ago.
In 1998, the U.S. House of Representatives passed Concurrent Resolution
254 by a vote of 371-0 requesting that
the Cuban government return Chesimard
to the United States; In 1998, the U.S.
Senate passed Concurrent Resolution
254 by unanimous consent requesting
that the Cuban government return
Chesimard to the United States; In 2005,
the Department of Justice approved an
increase in the reward for Chesimard’s
capture to $1 million; and In 2013, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation placed
Chesimard on its Most Wanted Terrorist
List, designated her as a “domestic terrorist” and increased the reward for her
capture to $2 million.
Cuba’s provision of safe harbor to
Chesimard by providing political asylum to a convicted cop killer, and her
ability to elude justice, is an affront to
every resident of our state, our country,
and in particular, the men and women of
the New Jersey State Police, who have
tirelessly tried to bring this killer back to
justice.
I urge you to demand the immediate
return of Chesimard before any further
consideration of restoration of diplomatic relations with the Cuban government. In addition, there certainly can be
no review of Cuba’s designation as a
state sponsor of terrorism until Joanne
Chesimard, a person designated by the
FBI as a domestic terrorist, is returned to
the United States.
If, as you assert, Cuba is serious about
embracing democratic principles then
this action would be an essential first
step. I ask you to use this opportunity to
engage with the Cuban government to
get this resolved, and I am very disappointed that returning a convicted killer
of a police officer was not already demanded and accomplished in the context of the steps you announced regarding this dictatorship.
The family of her victims, like so
many of those who have, and continue
to suffer under the Castro regime, deserve this basic decency before further
steps towards Cuba are taken by this
government.
Chris Christie
Governor

Law Enforcement Reacts To
Assassination of NYC Police Officers
The following statement was issued
December 22, 2014 by Craig Floyd, chairman of the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial Fund in Washington,
D.C.:
“The brutal, cold-blooded assassination of New York City Police Officers
Wenjian Liu and Rafael Ramos should
shock the conscience of every law abiding citizen of our nation. The divisive
rhetoric that has recently permeated the
public dialogue following the incidents
in Ferguson and Staten Island may very
well have influenced at least one weakminded individual to launch a vicious
and fatal ambush attack against two unsuspecting police officers. Words do
matter, and they are putting our police
officers at risk.
”Every citizen should remember that
some 900,000 federal, state and local law
enforcers go out each and every day
putting their lives on the line for the
safety and protection of every community and citizen in this country. More
than 20,000 officers have lost their lives
in the performance of this solemn duty
and have their names on the National

Law Enforcement Officers Memorial. As
a stark reminder of this sobering fact, the
number of officer fatalities this year is
more than 20 percent higher than in 2013,
with firearms-related deaths up nearly 60
percent and the number of officers killed
in ambush attacks (12) is triple the annual
average. With the shooting death of Tarpon Springs, Fla., Police Officer Charles
Kondek on Sunday, three officers have
been murdered in less than 24 hours.
”We must never forget that our officers are the most visible and vulnerable
symbols of the freedoms we so dearly
cherish. They are willing to lay down
their lives for us. The least we should do
is honor and remember their service and
sacrifice and do our part to make it safer
for those who continue to serve. We need
to speak up for these heroes who protect
us.
“Public safety is a partnership between
our law officers and the citizens they
serve. It is in all of our best interests to
rally in support of law enforcement and
against lawlessness.”
Craig Floyd
www.LawMemorial.org
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Garwood Library Announces Changes
In Their Recycling Program
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
on Fridays and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturdays.
Please do not put the recyclable
products in the outdoor bookdrop.
The Garwood Library is located at
the corner of Walnut Street and Third
Avenue. For further information,
please call the Library at (908) 7891670.
The staff of the library thanks all
those who have participated in the
dairy tub recycling program.
Carol Lombardo, Director
Garwood Public Library

Personal and National Police Tragedy;
From Loose Talk by Our Leaders
A tragedy of enormous personal
and national proportions took place
on December 20,2014. Two NewYork
City police officers in the line of their
duty, while sitting in their squad car,
were killed by a gunman who claimed
to be taking revenge for what had
happened in Ferguson, Missouri and
Staten Island.
Of course, a personal tragedy for
the two brave police officers and their
families and friends and the entire
New York City Police Department
and every other police department in
the United States of America.
But as well a tragedy of national
proportions because of all the loose
and irresponsible talk by so many of
the nation’s leaders and claimed leaders about American law enforcement!
Particularly those of President
Obama, Attorney General Holder,
Mayor di Blasio, and Rev. Sharpton!
By the protestors who in violation
of the law took over some of the
streets, bridges, and tunnels of the
City of New York and thus held the
great city hostage.
By the protestors who screamed
epithets and hurled worse at police
officers.
By the protestors who screamed
“What do we want? Dead Cops!” and
“No Justice, No Peace!”
By the newspaper editors and com-

Measuring The
Raritan Valley Line
The Raritan Valley Line is 10 percent of the NJ Transit rail volume.
I’ve always thought that the one-seat
ride was more political than anything
else.
All the money they are putting in is
for, presently, 4.1 percent of riders!
A colleague suggested that it would
draw more from other station users,
the bus commuters and some car.
With the exception of the latter, the
other two are already in the mass
transit system.
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The Tree Loophole: Town Needs New
Ordinance For Safety, Environment

Letters to the Editor
The Garwood Public Library regrets to announce that it is no longer
collecting empty dairy tub products
for recycling through Terracycle.
Please recycle your plastic dairy tubs
through your local municipality according to their schedule.
The Garwood Library, however, is
still collecting used, empty inkjet
cartridges and the outer plastic packaging from baby and adult diapers, as
well as the plastic packaging from
personal wipes. There is a collection
box located in the library. Hours of
business are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday

Thursday, December 25, 2014

mentators and self-appointed experts
who demeaned and diminished the
heroic work of law enforcement!
By the United States Senator Select Committee on Intelligence who
at this time of growing terrorism castigated the Central Intelligence
Agency!
By all the naysayers who have nothing appreciative or kind to say about
police officers!
By they who want police officers
to wear body cameras because they
do not trust police officers to do right!
By all of us who do not know,
understand, and appreciate that our
lives are safer and more secure because each day, each night the police
are out there protecting us and often
under very dangerous circumstances!
The deaths of police officers
Wenjian Lu and Rafael Ramos must
cause us to reconsider our harsh and
unfair words spoken about the police
officers of our beloved country and
cause our elected leaders to exercise
common sense and good judgment
that they not criticize law enforcement as if it were the villain, as if all
the nation’s problems were the result
of the work of law enforcement!
Calm minds had better prevail that
our wonderful country remain a country of law rather than a country of
wild and illegal protest undermining
the very foundation of the country.
For without law enforcement there is
no country!
Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Editor’s note: This letter was sent
to the Westfield Mayor and Council
and copied to this newspaper.
*****
In recent weeks much concern has
been voiced over the clear cutting of
lots by developers, thanks to a loophole in the town tree ordinance. Residents are concerned with the negative effects on drainage and neighborhood aesthetic caused by clear
cutting of lots.
In a recent editorial in The Westfield
Leader, a proposal taking the current
ordinance and applying it to all residents effectively closing the loophole, was suggested. However, this
course of action is rife with unintended burdens to the residents of the
town, creating unnecessary regulations for a problem that doesn’t exist
as the average homeowner does not
clear cut their lot. It seems that this
loophole only exists in the construction of new homes.
I propose a simple and straightforward ordinance that would provide
definitive clarity to the otherwise lacking current legislation. Instead of the
town determining which trees stay or
go, that decision would be better left
to the developer. The developers
would then be required to replace the
trees that they took down up to a
predetermined amount. The number
of required replacement trees would
be based on lot size — the same lot
sizes used in the F.A.R. Table. The
town would determine the caliber
and species of the trees that can be
planted to replace the old trees. These
guidelines are already used in the
selection of trees planted under the
street tree ordinance, and will ensure
that the replacement trees are indigenous to the environment. This new
ordinance would apply only to new
construction, enforced at the time of
the building permit review process.
This would avoid having to enact a
tree removal permit for homeowners
and burdening town officials with the
regulation of all properties. Through
this new ordinance, the town would
be reforested over time, creating a
much healthier supply of trees, rather
than simply preserving the supply we
have now.
Simply put, trees do not survive
construction. Their root systems are
ravaged by the many different required excavations that must occur
during the building process: sewer
lines, water lines, gas lines, leader
drains, sidewalks, driveways, and

foundations. Even if the trees survive
these excavations, they are severely
damaged during the execution of the
required grading plan, as the compaction of the top soil by the excavation equipment suffocates the trees.
To further complicate this issue,
Westfield lots are small. They provide little space to accommodate the
necessary phases of new home construction.
Ultimately, the vast majority of
trees required to be kept under the
current ordinance die within the first
two years of the property being developed. This leaves the new homeowner burdened with the potential
hazard of a dead tree as well as the
cost of removal. By requiring developers to keep trees that should be
removed, the current ordinance only
delays the inevitable — as many of
them are already diseased or at the
end of their lifespan — while putting
homeowners and their houses at risk.
Under the current ordinance the town
is only losing trees, as developers are
clear cutting lots without replacing
them. This new ordinance would
solve this issue by requiring replacement with new trees. The town needs
to adopt a new tree ordinance that is
accommodating to both the interests
of safety and the interests of the environment.
Michael Mahoney
Westfield

TRIAL LAWYERS
Est. 1984

Roger Stryeski
Roselle

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
www.goleader.com/help

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
Think “Superior” For:
•
•
•
•

Personal Injury &
Auto Accidents

Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains • www.jonbramnick.com

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.
Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

(908) 232-8787
· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Oil To Gas Conversions
Steam and Hot Water Boilers

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

908-654-1818

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

scottseibplumbing.com

kaplowlaw@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548

Nabig Sakr

Carmen Cascao

N&C Jewelers
908-233-3380

102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ
nandcjewelers@gmail.com
Store hours - M T W F & Saturday: 10 to 5:30pm
Thursday: 10 to 7:30pm • Sunday: Closed
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Daniel H. Donovan, 68, Navy Veteran;
Computer Consultant For Major Firms
Daniel H. Donovan, 68, of
Westfield passed away on Monday, December 15, 2014.
Born at Rahway Hospital on November 1, 1946 and raised in
Cranford and Clark, he lived in
Union County all his life, most
recently in Westfield.
After graduating Arthur L.
Johnson Regional High School in
1964, Danny joined the Navy. Following his discharge he completed
a course in IBM Programming at
Programming & Systems Institute
in New Jersey and continued his IT
education attending IBM technical schools and other high-tech
courses while working full time.
He became a computer consultant supporting IT systems at many
Fortune 500 companies including
ABC-TV, Mercedes Benz of North
America, Pfizer, Bristol-Myers
Squibb, Chubb and Prudential. He
also worked for The University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New
Jersey and for New York City Government in Manhattan.
In addition to having computers
as a hobby he enjoyed fishing and
camping and was an avid sports fan.
Danny was preceded in death by

both his parents, John J. Donovan
and Helen R. Donovan. He is survived by an older brother, John T.
Donovan, living in Bayville, N.J.,
and his close and longtime friends,
Sal and Gail, Harry and Sandy,
Skip and Marie and Eddy F. Closest friends of all were James and
Mary Anne Wilson of Pompton
Lakes, N.J., who gave him their
time and love during his recent
illness, especially Jim. He and
Danny became fast friends and Jim
spent many hours helping Danny
cope with his illness when he
learned he was very sick.
In lieu of flowers or contributions, Danny would prefer you
spend the money on your family
and shower them with love.
Services were Tuesday, December 23, at the Dooley Funeral
Home, 218 North Avenue West,
Cranford. Interment was yesterday, Wednesday, December 24, at
the Brigadier General William C.
Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery, 14 Chesterfield-Arneytown
Road, Wrightstown, N.J. 08562.
December 25, 2014
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– Obituaries –
Helen M. Zabriskie, Led Joyful Life;
Had Been President of Women’s Club

Helen M. Zabriskie, of Pinellas (Scott) of Bremerton, Wash. and
Pamela Smith (Blaine) of Bremerton,
Park, Fla., passed on SatWash.; nine greaturday, December 20, 2014.
grandchildren and a
She was born in New
10th due in April. She
York City onApril 18, 1922,
also has a nephew, Peter
and moved to Florida in
Miller (Stephanie) of
1974 from Madison, Conn.,
Seattle, Wash., and a
where she served as presiniece, Ellen Flynn (Rob)
dent of the Women’s Club
of Arlington, Va.
for years.
Helen was a lifelong
She was predeceased in
Christian Scientist and
1988 by her husband of
a member of the First
46 years, Clinton Forsyth
Church of Christ, SciZabriskie. She is survived
entist in Seminole, Fla.
by her brother, Donald P.
Miller
(Miriam Helen M. Zabriskie She was much loved and
lived a life filled with
McDermott) of Arlington,
Va.; four children, Lynn Richard of joy and gratitude.
A Celebration of Life will be held
Pinellas Park, Susan Martinez of
Clinton, Conn., Donald Zabriskie of at a later date. For those who desire to
Pinellas Park and Patricia Zabriskie make a donation in her memory, the
of Gainesville, Fla.; six grandchil- family suggests the Disabled Ameridren, John Richard (Ann) of Can- can Veterans (Helen’s favorite charton, Ga., Rafael Martinez (Jenn) of ity) or a charity of your choice. The
Essex, Conn., Josefa Martinez- online guestbook is available at
Brockman (Anthony) of Hamden, reesefuneral.com; (727) 391-9954.
December 25, 2014
Conn., James Martinez (Charisse)
of Charlton, Mass., Jennifer Bakken

Terence (Terry) C. Brady, III, 55,
Was Beloved Husband and Father
Terence (Terry) Christian Brady,
III, 55, passed away on Thursday,
December 18, 2014, after a courageous battle with cancer.
Visitation was held on Sunday,
December 21, at St. James Roman
Catholic Church, 184 S. Finley Avenue, Basking Ridge. A Funeral Mass
was offered on Monday, December
22, at St. James Church.
For further information, call the
Gallaway and Crane Funeral Home

at (908) 766-0250, or to view the full
obituary and to light an online condolence candle, please visit the funeral
home
website
at
gcfuneralhome.com.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Visiting Nurse Association (VNA) of
Somerset Hills (vistingnurse.org) or
to Boy Scout Troop No. 555 (contact
Michael.gsell@us.pwc.com.
December 25, 2014

TEAMING UP...Optimist Club of Westfield and Rotary Club of Westfield
volunteers gather last weekend to prepare holiday food baskets for members of
the community in need. This annual endeavor resulted in a record 100 baskets
being provided this year.

Westfield Optimists, Rotary
Provide 100 Food Baskets

BRIGHTENING THE HOLIDAYS...Amy Yoffie, left, and Nancy Katz are
pictured with some of the food that was included in holiday bags prepared by
some 200 volunteers who participated in this mitzvah activity at Temple EmanuEl in Westfield in conjunction with the first night of Chanukah on December 16.

Volunteers Mark Chanukah
By Helping Those In Need
WESTFIELD — Approximately
200 volunteers gathered at Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield on the first
night of Chanukah, December 16,
for candle lighting and a mitzvah
(charitable act or good deed) extravaganza.
Volunteers packed 500 holiday
bags with all the fixings for a holiday meal, as well as turkeys, to help
those in need have a festive meal.
Bags were then distributed to the
Community FoodBank of New Jersey in Hillside, Franciscan Charities of Newark, Westfield Food
Bank, Kosher Food Bank of Jewish
Family Services of Central New
Jersey and Cranford Family Cares.
“Chanukah is the Festival of
Lights,” explained Temple EmanuEl Assistant Rabbi Ethan Prosnit. “We

light the menorah to bring light to a
world full of darkness and we also
bring light by helping those who are
in need during this holiday season.
“It was great to see so many of
our temple members coming together to support this great cause
and to give back to their community,” continued Rabbi Prosnit.
“Thank you to all the volunteers
who made this event a great success and a special thank you to
ShopRite of Garwood, which provided the temple with a discount
and also helped transport food and
make deliveries.”
Ellen Staple, Carol McLaughlin
and Jonathan Kermer co-chaired
the event. Freeholder Bruce Bergen
and Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski also were in attendance.

Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897

Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or
cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
(908)-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
(908)-276-0092

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones
N.J. Lic. #4869
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com
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WESTFIELD — Members of the
Optimist Club of Westfield and the
Rotary Club of Westfield again
demonstrated their shared commitment to community service December 20 by providing a record
number of holiday food baskets to
100 Westfield families and individuals in need.
For the past 25 years, this has
been an annual community service
project for the Optimist Club of
Westfield, with funding for this
program coming from the Optimist Club, the Rotary Club of
Westfield, anonymous donors and
individual Optimists and Rotarians
who sponsor baskets.
The Holiday Food Basket program is made possible through the
generosity of both organizations

in providing funding for this endeavor, personal financial contributions from members and friends,
support from Kings Supermarket
in assembling food boxes, and donations of candy from Brummer’s
Chocolates in Westfield and cookies from Delicious Orchards in
Colts Neck.
Fifty volunteers from both organizations participated in this joint
Optimist and Rotary endeavor to
assist members of the community.
The project reflects the year-round
commitment of both organizations
to serve the local community.
For information about the Optimist Club of Westfield, go to
westfieldnj.com/optimist, and for information about the Rotary Club of
Westfield, visit westfieldrotary.com.

Fanwood Library Board Gives
Renovation Recommendation
FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Memorial Library Board of Trustees presented its recommendation
for a building renovation to the
borough council at its December
agenda meeting. The plan was developed as part of the library’s Strategic Plan 2013-2018 and in response to concerns raised by residents.
The transformative design calls
for lifting the library’s Children’s
Department from the basement to
the main level in an expanded space
facing North Avenue. The redesigned adult space features new
gathering areas, workstations and
a dedicated teen room. Flexible
meeting and program space is
planned on the flagpole side of the
building. This multipurpose room
is designed to be truly public space,
as it could be open for community
events even when the library is
closed. The lower level features
study areas, book stacks and staff
office space. Linking the two floors
for people of all ages and abilities
is a new elevator.
Library Board President Sheldon
Ross introduced the design at the
meeting. “No other borough building is open longer or serves more
people for more hours in any given
week than the library,” he said.
He reported that the design was
approved unanimously by the trustees after a year of discussion. In
addition to complying with the
Americans With Disabilities Act,
the recommended plan addresses
problems with the roof, wiring,
lighting, HVAC systems and basement flooding that the building has
developed over 65 years of use.
Library Director Dan Weiss highlighted the plan’s family-friendly
component. “Not only will parents
and children be able to browse on
the same level,” said Mr. Weiss,

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

“but the expanded area for children will enable us to better serve
this growing population.”
Architect John Veisz, of Fraytak
Veisz Hopkins Duthie, PC, estimated the cost of the project to be
about $2.9 million. This amount
includes the additional space, renovations to existing space, furnishings and fees.
During the question-and-answer
phase of the meeting, Mr. Ross
emphasized the board’s findings
that the redesign as recommended
will maximize the borough’s return on any future investment in
the building. “It’s a plan that transforms the building into a community asset the town can be proud of
for decades to come,” he remarked.
For more information and for
comments and questions, visit the
library
online
at
fanwoodlibrary.org/board-recommended-library-redesign.

Westfield Y Reveals
January 1 Offerings
WESTFIELD — To help area
residents start their 2015 healthy
living resolutions, the Westfield
Area Y will be open on New Year’s
Day, Thursday, January 1, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. The first 500 members and guests will receive a free
gift. Guests may attend for free.
A free Kickbox and Strength class
will be offered from 10:15 to 11:15
a.m. Additionally, a free TRX class
will be held at noon and a free Spin
and TRX strength class will take
place at 1 p.m. Each TRX session
will be limited to 12 participants.
Those who are interested in personal training and sign up on January 1, 2015 will receive 25 percent
off any personal training session
package. There is a limit of one per
person. The session will expire
Tuesday, March 31, 2015.
To learn more about Westfield Area
Y programs, visit westfieldynj.org.
Financial assistance is available to
those who qualify.

Westfield
Tuesday, December 16, Matthew
Wronski, 22, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding Scotch Plains traffic
warrant for $200 pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at Clifton Street and
Carleton Road. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and released on posted bail.
Tuesday, December 16, a business
owner on the 200 block of West South
Avenue reported the theft of equipment
valued at $500. Authorities believe the
individual or suspects responsible had
access to the business.
Tuesday, December 16, two burglaries were reported at residences
in the area of Harrow Road. In one
incident, entry was gained through a
rear door. Two bedrooms located on
the first floor were ransacked, but
the homeowner did not believe that
anything was taken, according to
police. In the second incident, one or
more suspects entered the residence
through a rear family room window
and exited through the rear door.
Police said assorted jewelry, of undetermined value, was taken from
the residence.
Wednesday, December 17, Aswad
Turner, 20, of Westfield was arrested on
outstanding warrants from Westfield
and Mountainside. He was held in lieu
of bail.
Wednesday, December 17, a resident
in the area of Maple Street reported
being the victim of criminal mischief.
Someone unknown cut through the electrical cord on two Christmas lights displayed on the victim’s front lawn.
Thursday, December 18, Keenan Williams, 29, of Newark was arrested on an
active warrant pursuant to a motor vehicle stop. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released after posting full bail.
Thursday, December 18, Jerald
Jadach, 33, of Old Bridge was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to a motor vehicle stop. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
to a sober adult.
Thursday, December 18, Gregory
Previlon, 19, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding Newark traffic warrant for $200 pursuant to an investigation at Westfield Municipal Court. He
was processed and released on his own
recognizance per the Newark Police
Department.
Friday, December 19, Jessica
Quintana, 36, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with DWI pursuant to an investigation on West
Broad Street near Palsted Avenue.
She was transported to police headquarters, processed and released to a
sober adult.
Saturday, December 20, Daniel H.
Woods, III, 24, of Plainfield was arrested and charged with DWI pursuant
to a motor vehicle crash investigation at
Central Avenue and East South Avenue. Woods was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
to a sober adult.
Saturday, December 20, a business
on the 50 block of Elm Street reported
the theft of a gray-and-black etching
created by Helen Frank and valued at
$895. The theft occurred between 10
a.m. and 6:30 p.m. that day.
Sunday, December 21, Karen AbarayPhillips, 50, of Westfield was arrested

on an outstanding Mountainside warrant for $260. She was processed and
released on her own recognizance after
posting bail.
Sunday, December 21, Ernesto
Maldonado, 35, of Perth Amboy was
arrested on charges of exhibiting a false
government document; hindering apprehension and two outstanding warrants. One of the warrants was a Perth
Amboy traffic warrant for $589 and the
other was an East Brunswick criminal
warrant for $387. Maldonado was arrested pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
at Rahway Avenue and Doris Parkway.
He was processed and held at the Union
County jail in lieu of bail.
Sunday, December 21, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 600 block
of Elm Street. The incident occurred
between 3 p.m. on December 20 and
6:58 p.m. on December 21, while the
residence was unoccupied. One or more
suspects gained entry to the residence by
smashing a front window and unlocking
the front door. Jewelry, valued at $3,500,
was reported stolen at the time of the
report.
Mountainside
Tuesday, December 9, a woman reported that her iPhone 5 was missing
after leaving it in her car at a restaurant
on Route 22 East.
Fanwood
Saturday, November 29, Kenneth
Caitano, 48, of Morganville was arrested on a warrant out of Asbury following a motor vehicle stop.
Tuesday, December 2, Shanna
Pellegrino, 29, of Hillsborough was
arrested on a warrant out of Raritan
Borough following a motor vehicle stop.
Wednesday, December 3, a resident
of Farley Avenue reported that someone cut the wires on her Christmas
display.
Sunday, December 7, a resident of
Russell Road reported that an unknown
person had entered her parked, unlocked
motor vehicle and removed a DVD
player valued at $100.
Thursday, December 11, Siyamalar
Shanmugalingam, 43, of North
Plainfield was charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) following a
motor vehicle stop.
Friday, December 12, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported the theft of her
floor light bulbs which illuminated her
holiday display. The stolen items are
valued at $50.
Tuesday, December 16, Zaid BinUbaidullah, 56, of Plainfield was arrested on a warrant out of South Orange following a motor vehicle stop.
Wednesday, December 17, Quahif
Lane, 20, of Plainfield was arrested on
a warrant out of Mount Olive following
a motor vehicle stop.
Wednesday, December 17, Hesham
Elsisi, 24, of Rahway was charged with
DWI and possession of marijuana following a motor vehicle stop.
Thursday, December 18, a Martine
Avenue business reported that an unknown person had removed the tip jar
from the counter of the business. The
money taken was approximately $50.
Saturday, December 20, a resident of
Paterson Road reported that a holiday
decoration display on the front lawn
had been the target of criminal mischief. The resident reported that two of
the decorations had been pushed or
knocked over on the side. The damage
is valued at $100.

Cranford Police Arrest Pair
In Gas Station Robbery
CRANFORD — Cranford police
arrested two Linden men following a
robbery at a township gas station on
December 15, according to a Cranford
Police Department press release.
At approximately 8:25 p.m., a
2002 Chevrolet Impala occupied by
two males pulled into the Shell gas
station located on Raritan Road.
After requesting gas, the passenger
exited the vehicle and displayed a
handgun, demanding cash from the
attendant before fleeing the scene
on foot, according to the release.
The vehicle left the lot in the same
direction.
Moments later, following the 9-11 call reporting the incident, Detective Derek Farbanec observed the
suspect vehicle, occupied by two
males, entering the Garden State Parkway northbound. Detective Farbanec
was able to follow the suspects in an
unmarked police vehicle as they exited the Parkway and drove around
various side streets, eventually pulling into an Exxon gas station on West
First Avenue in Roselle, according to
the police department release. Addi-

tional marked police units converged
on the area and affected a motor
vehicle stop in the lot.
Both the driver, Terrell Bagley, 19,
and the passenger, Bey Udraka, 19,
were taken into custody without incident by Det. Farbanec, Sgt. Frank
Williams and members of the Roselle
Police Department, the release stated.
Officers recovered a BB pistol from
inside the vehicle, as well as a small
amount of cash. Both suspects were
processed at Cranford police headquarters and were charged with robbery, a first degree crime, and multiple weapons offenses, according to
the release. Bail was set at $100,000
and both subjects were transported to
the Union County jail pending a court
appearance on December 19.
According to Cranford Police Chief
James Wozniak, the case was resolved
quickly due to good police work and
inter-agency communication. “We
won’t tolerate this type of criminal
activity in our neighborhoods, and
we will utilize every resource we
have to successfully resolve or prevent these incidents,” he stated.

HEALTHY AND FUN...Participants enjoy TRX at the Westfield Area Y. The Y
will be open on New Year’s Day, Thursday, January 1, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., to
help members and guests get off to a healthy start in 2015. Guests may attend for
free and multiple complimentary classes will be available.
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problem-solving, equality, religious
tolerance and women’s rights. Their
shared experiences create bonds that
last a lifetime. After the screening, IDF
veterans will share their experiences.
The Israel Support Committee of
Central New Jersey consists of representatives from Congregation Anshe
Chesed of Linden, Congregation Beth
Israel of Scotch Plains, Temple Beth
O’r/Beth Torah of Clark, Temple Beth
Ahm Yisrael of Springfield, Temple
Beth El/Mekor Chayim of Cranford,
Temple Emanu-El of Westfield and
Temple Sholom of Scotch Plains.
The Israel Support Committee’s
mission is to provide support for the
people and State of Israel while educating the community about issues
affecting Israel.
To register for the film screening
and obtain additional information,
contact conradwho@gmail.com or
call (908) 531-8228.

LIONS LEADERS...The Scotch Plains Lions Club’s newly-installed officers
for 2014-2015 gear up for another club year. Pictured, left to right, are: Ron
Kelly, vice-president; Jerry Kirshenbaum, Advisory Board; Sandy Pompilio,
secretary; Barbara Anilo, president; Ralph Anilo, Advisory Board, and Don
Wussler, treasurer.

Scotch Plains Lions Install
Officers For 2014-2015
SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Lions Club recently
installed its new officers for 20142015. They include Barbara Anilo,
president; Ron Kelly, vice-president; Sandy Pompilio, secretary;
Don Wussler, treasurer; Jerry
Kirshenbaum and Ralph Anilo,
Advisory Board members.
The Scotch Plains Lions Club is
part of Lions International, a global service organization with more
than 1.4 million members in over
43,000 Lions Clubs around the
world. In New Jersey there are more
than 250 Lions Clubs with 7,500
members.

The Scotch Plains Lions Club
meets on the second Thursday of
each month at 7 p.m. at Jade Isle on
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains. The
club has many fund-raising activities and the monies are distributed
to local charities and community
activities. Primarily, the club contributes to many organizations
throughout the area that serve the
blind and visually-impaired.
For more information about the
Scotch Plains Lions Club or to attend a meeting, call Barbara Anilo,
president, at (908) 322-4472. The
Scotch Plains Lions Club welcomes new members.

BEING JEWISH TODAY...Approximately 100 parents and grandparents of
children from infancy through adulthood attended the program “Why Be Jewish
in the 21st Century? Beginning the Conversation” on November 16 at the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains. Rabbi Doron
Kornbluth, author of multiple books on being Jewish, was the guest speaker.
Event co-sponsors were Congregation Beth Israel, Congregation Anshe Chesed,
Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah, Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim, Jewish Federation of Greater Metrowest NJ, The Partnership for Jewish Learning and Life, the
JCC of Central New Jersey and 30 individual donors.

SUPER TEENS...Super Sunday of the Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest
NJ was a major success, raising $1,643,083 with 1,981 supporters. More than 800
people of all ages came out to show their support, making calls, donating food and
toys, giving blood and enjoying many family mitzvah activities. A highlight of the
phonathon, held at both the Wilf Jewish Community Campus in Scotch Plains
and the Aidekman Family Jewish Community Campus in Whippany, was the
evening teen/college student call session, pictured above.

Needle Nite Session to Take
Place January 9 In Fanwood
FANWOOD — The monthly
Needle Nite session at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church is scheduled
for Friday, January 9, at 7:30 p.m.
It will be held in Westminster Hall.
Participants are asked to enter from
Marian Avenue.
During the group’s December
meeting, 159 gift bags were filled
with small toiletries as gifts for the
residents under the care of the
Community Support Project located at the Park Hotel in Plainfield.
The quilters will continue to work
on their quilts. The pattern is “Button
holes from Jellyrolls.” The knitters
and those who crochet will work on
the projects they make for charity.
In December, items for charity
included four “Santa” hats and three
afghans for newborns, which were
delivered to Beth Israel Hospital in
Newark. Three prayer shawls were
given to the Center for Hope Hospice and six hats and 36 scarves
were delivered to the Seamen’s
Church Institute for its Christmas
at Sea project from Port Newark.
All are welcome to come and see
what is being done and to join the
group. If fabric, batting or yarn is
needed, Needle Niters may e-mail their

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity. There are none who
can withstand your power. Show
me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).
Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.
Say this prayer on three consecutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.
D.A.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group
• Dentistry for infants, children,
adolescents & special needs
• Specializing in comforting
fearful children
• Laser Dentistry
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requests
to
needlenite@fanwoodpc.org. Donated
materials end up in many forms usable by the charities that receive them.
Needle Nite participants then take their
newly-learned skills for use at home.
For further information about
these projects or directions to the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891,
e-mail admin@fanwoodpc.org or
check the church website at
fanwoodpc.org.

YEARS

ting Healthy Smiles
Crea

• We offer IV Sedation and
General Anesthesia services
by Board Certified Pediatric
Anesthesiologists in the dental
office or hospital setting

SCOTCH PLAINS — Author and
organizing specialist Jamie Novak will
visit the Scotch Plains Public Library
on Thursday, January 8, at 7 p.m., to
present a humorous look at the common challenges to getting organized.
Aside from a laugh or two, attendees will walk away with tips on how
to clean their closets and make piles
of paperwork disappear. Participants
will learn what to keep, what to toss
and how to let it go.
Ms. Novak has been seen on HGTV
and QVC and as a home blogger on
Martha Stewart Whole Living.
This program will be free and open
to all. Interested persons are encouraged to register in advance online at
scotlib.org, by calling (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or by e-mail
at library@scotlib.org.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center of the township.

AARP Chapter Plans
Meeting January 5
WESTFIELD AREA — The first
meeting of the 2015 year of AARP
Westfield Area Chapter 4137 will be
held on Monday, January 5. It will
take place at the Scotch Hills Country Club, located at Jerusalem Road
and Plainfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Meetings begin at 1 p.m.
Guest speaker Kathy Markowski
from the Tiffany Natural Pharmacy,
located on South Avenue in
Westfield, will discuss Essential
Herbs. She also will bring treats
from Dunkin’ Donuts. Attendees
additionally will play some games
of bingo.
In the spirit of the season, members are asked to continue to bring a
canned or packaged food item to be
given to the Westfield Food Pantry. If
there is a question about the weather
and the meeting, members are asked
to call one of the chapter officers.

www.goleader.com

JANUARY 2015 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 am - 9:00 pm
Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm Sunday 1:00 ² 5:00 pm
&ORVHG-DQXDU\IRU1HZ<HDU·V'D\DQG
January 19 for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for all sign up information))

1/8

7:00 pm

Advanced Computer Class: Prezi

1/9

1:30 pm

TGIF! The Met Museum of Art: video

1/16

1:30 pm

TGIF! Ray Charles (video)

1/23

1:30 pm

&ODVVLF0RYLH´,W+DSSHQHG2QH1LJKWµ

1/30

1:30 pm

TGIF! Kingdom of the Blue Whale
(video)

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information)

3:45 pm

Chess Club for Kids-No age limit, but
must know how to move the pieces

1/10

10:30 am

Radical Reptiles (4+ years)

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.

1/13, 20, 27

10:30 am

Pages for all Ages (stories, and songs)

Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

1/13, 20, 27

1:00 pm

Afternoon Fun for 4s and 5s

Julie Jong, D.M.D.

1/14, 21, 28

10:30 am

7LPHIRU·V6WRU\WLPH

1/14, 21, 28

3:45 pm

Afternoon LEGO K Club
(For Kindergarten students only)

1/15, 22, 27

10:30 am

·VRQ7KXUVGD\6WRU\WLPH

1/16, 23, 30

10:00 am

Playgroup for Babies (0-23 months)

1/24

10:30 am

When Animals Attack (4+years)

555 Westfield Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com • 908-232-1231

1/31

10:30 am

)DWKHU*RRVH·V7DOHV \HDUV

New Jersey Family’s Favorite Kids’ DocsTM, 2009-2013
Named 2009-2012 Top Dentist by NJ Monthly Magazine

1/25-2/1

See website
for hours

Teen Study Hall Nights

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

sity Hospital and transportation into
New York City. The Ronald
McDonald House sent a heartfelt
letter of recognition and thanks
which is on display in the Early
Childhood Hallway of the JCC.
The 4s and kindergarten classes
collected food items and hygiene
products for the Trenton Area Soup
Kitchen, which feeds the hungry and
offers programs to encourage selfsufficiency and improve quality of
life. Melissa Liebermann, a preschool parent at the JCC who works
part-time in Trenton, volunteered to
deliver all the donations to the soup
kitchen on the JCC’s behalf.
In each classroom the children
learned about the service the charities provide, and they were involved
every step of the way as donations
were solicited, collected and packaged. The students learned about
life’s necessities as they packaged
warm new socks for the shelter and
bundled plastic forks, knives and
spoons for the soup kitchen.
For more information about the
JCC’s Early Childhood programs,
contact Robin Brous, Early Childhood
director, at (908) 889-8800, extension
no. 204, or rbrous@jccnj.org.
The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains. It is a constituent
agency of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Metro West NJ, United Way
of Greater Union County and the
Westfield United Fund. Financial
assistance is available for membership and various programs.

CARING KIDS...Teacher Courtney Teicher helps her JCC 4s class prepare
individual bags of clean white socks for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen
(TASK) — one of the top requests from TASK residents and visitors. The 4s
classes also made mini-hygiene bags that included washcloths, soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste and lotion.

Westfield Area Y Invites
Youth to See Globetrotters
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y is offering youngsters in
grades 4 through 8 the opportunity
to see The Harlem Globetrotters
over winter break on Tuesday, December 30, during a day of activities from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The Harlem Globetrotters is an
exhibition basketball team with a
world-famous tradition of ball handling wizardry, basketball artistry and
one-of-a-kind family entertainment
designed to thrill fans of all ages.
Participants will spend the morning in the gym of the Main Y Facility,
located at 220 Clark Street, Westfield,
enjoying basketball and other activities followed by lunch that will include pizza, a drink and a snack. The

group will then depart at 12:15 p.m.
for the Prudential Center and may
even have a chance to take pre-game
photos on the court. Pickup will be at
5 p.m. at the Main Y Facility.
Additional teen and pre-teen activities at the Y include sports classes and
leagues, fitness classes, swim team,
Leaders Club, Achievers, Teen Nights
and dances, among other offerings.
For more information on programs
and activities for teens and pre-teens,
visit westfieldynj.org, call Marty Collett
at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 405,
or e-mail mcollett@westfieldynj.org.
To learn more about Westfield Area Y
programs, go to westfieldynj.org. Financial assistance is available for those
who qualify.

Children in Trouble With the Law?

Call Jon Bramnick
And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090 www.wmlnj.org

1/2

Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

SCOTCH PLAINS — The concept of “tzedakah,” or charity, is a
core component in the Jewish Community Center’s (JCC) Brody Family Early Learning Center curriculum. Throughout the year, the JCC’s
children are involved in many charitable projects, especially during the
holiday season. The focus this holiday season has been on Thanksfor-giving service projects.
The 2s classes collected food for
the Bobrow Kosher Food Pantry in
South Orange. They spent their days
right before Thanksgiving separating and boxing the food that was then
delivered to the food pantry. “We all
discussed how lucky we are to have
so much food and how some people
have no food,” said teacher Jeanine
Weiss. “It was amazing to see how
our two-year-old class understood
how this project was helping others;
how proud that made them.”
The 3s classes focused on collecting a variety of items — from
household supplies to “cold weather
care packages” and toys — needed
by the Ronald McDonald House in
New Brunswick. The Ronald
McDonald House serves as a “home
away from home” for families of
seriously ill children receiving care
at nearby medical locations.
Randi Sosny-Handler, Early
Childhood Learning coordinator,
and her family delivered the donations to the Ronald McDonald
House and saw first-hand the importance of such a facility so close
to Robert Wood Johnson Univer-

Organizing Specialist
Is Due at Library

BRAT

N
I

L

• Oral Conscious Sedation

Page 7

JCC Children Do Their Part
For Charity During Holidays

Committee to Show Film
About Israeli Soldiers
AREA — The Israel Support Committee of Central New Jersey invites
the public to attend a screening of
Beneath the Helmet, a movie about the
making of new Israeli soldiers, on Sunday, January 11, at 11 a.m. It will be
shown at Congregation Anshe Chesed,
located at 1000 Orchard Street, Linden. There is a suggested donation of
$5. Light refreshments will be served.
A coming-of-age story produced
by Jerusalem U, the film follows five
young Israelis as they go from being
high-school students to becoming
soldiers in one of the world’s strongest armies, the Israel Defense Force
(IDF). At an age when many young
Americans are starting college careers, young Israelis are learning why
and how to protect their homeland. It
is an experience that brings together
multiple levels of Israeli society.
In addition to soldiering, these individuals learn confidence, leadership,

Thursday, December 25, 2014

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000
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GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
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Westfield/SPF Swim Stories
Will be in January 1 Edition

Niko Cappello (170) Cranford Cougars

THE WEEK

Tyler Gazaway (138) New Providence

Brian Lapham (145/152) SPF Raiders

IN
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SPORTS

Craig De La Cruz (132) Summit

Gavin Murray (152) Cranford Cougars

Cranford Cougars May Reach Top of UCT Mat Rung
Stepping up another rung on the
ladder, the Cranford Cougars appear
to be on the “Top Shelf” of the county
this year with a full team of talented
athletes. Despite graduating nine fine
wrestlers, do not count out the Roselle
Park Panthers, who always seem to
be able to fill vacancies with capable
athletes. Scotch Plains-Fanwood also
has a balanced mix to climb the UCT
ladder.
Westfield Blue Devils:
The Blue Devils return two Region
3 qualifiers. “We’ve got a really nice
mix of leadership. We’ve got
some new guys,
who are buying
in. Some of them
are freshmen,
who are coming
up through our
feeder program.
Jarek Gozdieski (160)
Westfield Blue Devils Some of them are
sophomores or
juniors, who have friends on the team,
and decided to give it a try,” Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.
Nick Kalimtzis (sr. — 132): Dis-

Probitas Verus Honos

trict champ at
106 sophomore
season
John Fuller
(sr — 120/26):
Third in UCT,
second district,
third region at
Cotter Spurlock (220) 113, finished 25Westfield Blue Devils 8
Jerek Gozdieski (jr — 160): Third
in UCT, second district, finished 2213
Cotter Spurlock (sr — 220): Second in UCT, injured before districts
Keep eye on Jack Miller (so —
152), Chris Hoerle (jr — 106)
Roselle Park Panthers:
The returning UCT champs will
send several new but talented faces to
the mat.
Coach John
Ranieri said,
“We’ve had a
very productive
off-season, a
very competitive
summer dual
tournament. After graduating Chris Gural (113)
Roselle Park
nine from that
top-13 team in the state, we feel pretty

good where we
are at, a lot of
underclassmen
stepping in and a
lot of upperclassmen, who have
waited their turn.
We are looking
Mike Figuardo (132) forward to seeRo. Park Panthers ing this group
mature over the course of the season”
Mike Figuerdo (sr — 132): First
UCT, second district, finished 31-10
Chris Gural (jr — 113): Third
UCT, second district, finished 32-8
Andy Santamaria (sr — 138):
Second district, finished 19-18
Watch out for Josh Gergish (sr —
145), Brad Carle (sr — 182) and Will
Ferdinando (jr — 195).
Cranford Cougars:
The Cougars return a very talented
lineup throughout with three
NJSIAA state
qualifiers and
will fill all
weight classes.
“We are filling
all the spots. This
is my fourth year Anthony Capece (106)
as a head coach Cranford Cougars

and I never had a
full lineup. I am
hoping with that
and with the talent that we have
we can finally
make that little
extra push and
Nick Ballas (182)
get us to the next
Cranford Cougars level,”
Head
Coach Pat Gorman said.
Gavin Murray (sr – 152): Purdue
bound, first in UCT, district, region
and placed second in NJSIAA states
at 138 with 40-1 record. 105-14 career record
Niko Cappello (jr — 170): Second in UCT, first in district, third
region finished 31-9
Tom DiGiovanni (so — 120): First
in UCT and district, third in region,
finished 34-7
Anthony
Capece (so —
106): Second in
UCT and district,
finished 28-13
Chris Scorese
(so — 126): First
in district, fin- Dave Busch (138)
Cranford Cougars
ished 28-8
David Busch (jr — 138): Second

in UCT
Brian McGovern (so — 145):
Third in UCT, second district, finished 23-15
Keep eye on Andrew Tompkins (jr
— 160), Nick Ballas (sr — 182):
Scotch Plains-Fanwood:
The Raiders
placed second in
District 11 and
finished 17-11
last year.
“The easiest
way for me to describe our team
is we will be Alex Mirabella (195)
SPF Raiders
more balanced
than we have
been. Last year, we had seven very
strong wrestlers and we had seven
question mark weight classes. This
year, we reduced the amount of holes
in our lineup,” Raider Head Coach TJ
Gavor said.
Alex Mirabella (sr — 195): First
in district at 170, finished 23-16
Brian Lapham (sr – 145/52):
Bucknell bound, 2nd in UC, 1st in
district, finished 38-4. Has 96-23 career record.
Tom Cunningham (sr – 126):
Third in district, finished 21-19
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John Fuller (120/26) Westfield

by David B. Corbin
JT Beirne (sr – 138): Second in
district, third in
UCT, finished
31-9.
Keep eye on
J a s h m a r
Philippe (jr —
120) and freshmen Jack Cannon (120), AnJT Beirne (138)
SPF Raiders
thony DiNizo
(160/70) and Sam Wustefeld (152)
David Brearley Bears:
First year Head Coach Mike Kiley,
a graduate of The College of New
Jersey, is returning state qualifier
Saverio Salfcas (220) but lost state
qualifier Jeff
Velez and Ray
Wetzel, who
transferred to
Queen of Peace.
“I am here to
build a new
brand of David
Tim Murphy (132) Brearley wresBrearley Bears
tling, to bring
what my coaches in the past have
given to me. I want to shift these kids’
minds to believe that they can do
whatever they want through hard
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate
908-301-2015, Direct
Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy Holidays and New Year

SCOTCH PLAINS. Outstanding 6300 sq ft. estate on nearly 2 acres of exquisitely landscaped property in the
heart of Scotch Plains. Surrounding this incomparable home is an outdoor oasis with Roman style gunite pool
and spa, sitting area with mahogany pergola and gas fireplace, extensive bluestone hardscape, fountain and
English garden and multi-level ‘IPE’ natural Brazilian hardwood deck. 15 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 5 ½ baths. World
class details include extensive millwork, accented ceilings, gleaming hardwood floors throughout, and open
floor plan for casual settings or distinctive formal spaces. The 2 story foyer opens to a stunning living room,
elegant holiday size dining room, sunken family room with stone, raised hearth fireplace, hexagonal conservatory,
office/library and top-of-the-line quality gourmet kitchen offering professional appliances, granite counters,
cherry cabinets and breakfast room with lighted coffered ceiling. Private master suite with foyer, sitting room,
custom walk-in closets with skylight, deluxe bathroom and bedroom with fireplace, three additional bedrooms,
2 full baths, an au pair/guest suite, laundry room and back staircase complete the 2nd floor. A property of this
stature with stately architectural elements, idyllic summer life-style, serene environment and close to everything
is a unique opportunity to own the best where no detail was spared.
Offered at $2,500,000.

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!
Scan to
View All
Listings
and Open
Houses

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2013
email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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LINDROS WINS 200-500-FREE, HUSCH 200-IM, 100-FLY

Blue Devil Swim Boys Dunk
Bridgewater Boys, 110-60
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (January 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING THROUGH RAMOS...This year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider boys basketball team’s offense will go through
5’10” senior guard Leo Ramos, No. 15.

SPF RAIDERS’ OFFENSE WILL GO THROUGH RAMOS

Raider Cagers Short on Size,
But Long on Determination
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team enters
the 2014-2015 season short on size
but long on determination. Head
Coach Dan Doherty will be at the
helm for his 14th season and will
look to improve upon last year’s 1015 record that included first-round
losses in the county and state playoffs.
Doherty, who guided the Raiders
to their last state championship in
2008, knows it will be a tall order to
come anywhere close to that level of
success this season, given the current makeup of his team and the
tough competition they will face in
the conference and county.
“We did lose size by the graduation of Quaryee Bull and Jack
Poillon,” said Doherty. “But we still
have some solid players returning.
No returning players were named to
All-Conference/County last year, but
Leo Ramos was mentioned as a
“player to watch” in The Star-Ledger Group 4 preview.”
Ramos, a 5’10” senior, will play
guard for the Raiders. Last season
Ramos averaged 13.5 points per
game, while draining thirteen 3-point
attempts. With the season about to
begin it is likely that the Raiders’
offense will go through Ramos.
Beyond Ramos, there is not much

separating the starters from the bench
players. In fact, Doherty goes out of
his way to stress that there will be no
designation of starters this season.
Nor is there likely to be much difference in the positions. Doherty plans
to use speed, and relentless pressure
defense to attack the opponents this
season. It is a strategy he is using to
help counter the Raiders’ lack of
height. Expect Doherty to run players at the opposition in waves this
season in an effort to turn an obvious
weakness into a potential strength.
“We will not have one set starting
lineup for this season,” said Doherty.
“We will be playing 12 players in a
constant rotation as we will be running and pressing the entire game. I
would say our strength this season
will be our depth and our ability to
run up and down the floor. We are
looking to out work and out hustle
teams this year.”
Seniors Justin Cryer (6’1”), Bryce
Edwards (6’3”), Christopher Gibbons
(6’1” 4.5 ppg), Christian Lesojo,
Daniel Lopez (5’11” 2.8 ppg) , Tajir
Taylor (5’8”) and football standout
Emendo Thomas (4.1 ppg) will head
up an athletic group of players that
will attempt to execute Doherty’s vision of pressing the opposition into
submission.
They will be joined by juniors
Daniel Baliko (6’2”) , Anthony
Hughes (5’10”), Aaron Lee (5’10”

3.9 ppg), Benjamin Powell (5’7”) and
James Marquel Taylor (3.8 ppg) .
Also figuring into the rotation will be
sophomore Nigel Nelson (6’2”) and
Cobi Silverstein.
“A big question heading to this
year will be our ability to rebound
against some of the big teams we will
be playing this year,” said Doherty.
“We are going to be smaller than
most of the teams we are playing this
year, but our games will be extremely
exciting. We plan on playing at top
speed the entire game. Pressing, forcing turnovers and shooting 3’s.”
Doherty’s plan of using every one
of his 15 available players to wear
down the opposition with speed,
quickness and long range bombs
seems to be a good one given his
unit’s lack of size. Still the task will
be a daunting one.
“This year’s schedule is one of the
toughest schedules we have had in
awhile,” said Doherty. “We will have
four top-20 teams on our schedule
this year [Roselle Catholic, St.
Patrick’s, Plainfield and Linden].
Along with those teams we will be
playing Union Catholic, Elizabeth,
Union, among others.”
The first game of the season was on
December 19 at home vs. in-town
rival Union Catholic. Union Catholic
has one of the top players in Union
county in Isiah Still who has already
accepted a Division 1 scholarship.

The Westfield High School boys
swim team got many big performances during their 110-60 win over
Bridgewater-Raritan on December
19 at the Bridgewater YMCA pool.
The Blue Devils swept through the
meet claiming victories in all events
save for one. Blue Devil senior John
Lindros came up huge, taking first
place in both the 200 freestyle
(1:58.94) and the 500 freestyle
(4:10.39). Lindros was also part of
the winning 200-medley relay effort
(1:51.60) and the 400-freestyle relay (3:47.62).
Lindros entered this season as part
of a Blue Devil senior class hoping
to win their fourth consecutive state
title.
“It really would mean a lot to me
and the other seniors to be able to
win four in a row,” said Lindros.
“There is some pressure in that sense,
but it is a good kind of pressure. We
welcome it.”
Lindros also anchored the 200medley relay winning effort, along
with teammates Ryan Bebel, Kevin
Clauss and Stephen Husch. Lindros
swam the second leg of Westfield’s
victory in the 400-freestyle relay
with Aedan Collins, Ryan Daniel
and Griffin Morgan.
Stephen Husch claimed a pair of
individual victories as well. Husch
took first place in the 200 IM
(2:13.95) and again in the 100 butterfly (1:00.84).
Senior captain Kevin Clauss finished first in the 100 backstroke
(1:03.12).
“Our goal as a team was to go into
the holiday break strong,” said
Clauss. “I think we did that today.

The Cranford High School wrestling team downed the Plainfield
Cardinals, 66-10, in the season
opener on December 19 then placed
third in a field of 17 teams at the
Lions Pride Tournament held at The
College of New Jersey (TCNJ) on
December 20.
The Cougars recorded seven pins,
three forfeits and two decisions
against the Cardinals. At 106-lbs,
Anthony Capece recorded a fall in 42
seconds and Jake Quinn followed
with a 41-second fall at 113-lbs. Chris
Scorese won via 28-second pin at
126-lbs and Vince Concina pinned
his opponent in 1:16 at 132-lbs. Dave
Busch recorded a 48-second fall at
138-lbs, Brian McGovern pinned his
opponent in 40 seconds at 145-lbs

30 Years
Experience
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PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JONES

CONSTRUCTION

Grandfather clock repair
Howard Miller Certified service technician
We make house calls • All types of watch and clock repair

COMMITTED TO SUPERIOR
QUALITY & CRAFTMANSHIP

Lawn Sprinklers

(908) 276-1062

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com

908-380-9984
NJ LIC # 13VH08056400

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades
Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations
Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business
908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

and heavyweight Kevin Doran recorded a fall in 1:00.
At 195-lbs, Nick Ballas claimed a
4-2 decision, and in the toughest bout
of the evening, Andrew Tompkins
won an overtime sudden victory over
Neo Joe Lughas at 160-lbs.
At TCNJ, the Cougars, who entered just 10 competitors, totaled 130
points, behind Toms River South
(TRS), second at 146, and champion
Brick Memorial at 178. Gavin Murray
claimed first place at 152-lbs with a
7-4 decision in the title bout over
Mike Panzarino of West Essex. Vince
Concina also took top honors when
he defeated John Finnerty of Point
Pleasant Beach, 8-6, in the 132-lb
title bout.
Anthony Capece placed third at
106-lbs with a 9-3 win over Vin
Fontana of Freehold Township. Niko
Cappello placed second at 182-lbs
when he was edged, 4-2, by Joe
Salvato (TRS) in the title bout. Nick
Ballas placed fourth at 195-lbs and
Tom DiGiovanni placed fourth at
120-lbs. Chris Scorese placed fifth
at 126-lbs, Brian McGovern placed
fifth at 145-lbs and Andrew
Tompkins placed fifth at 160-lbs.
Dave Busch placed sixth at 138-lbs.
David Brearley’s Saverio Salfcas
placed third at 220-lbs.

Patrick School Tops
Lady Blue Devils, 46-34
The Westfield High School girls
basketball team dropped a 46-34 decision in the season opener against
the Patrick School at Kean University on December 19. Qadeshah
Hoppie led the Pats with 14 points.
Grace Elliott and Jackie Knapp each
netted nine points for the Lady Blue
Devils, while Lil Scott sank seven
points.

GL Highlanders Stop
Cougar Cagers, 46-36

Additons • Alterations • Excavating
Waterproofing • Hardscapes • Decks

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

OLIVER A

PAVING

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

PAINTING

MARINO’S PAINTING
“The Neatest Painter Around”
• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Expert preparation & clean-up
• Paper Hanging & Wall Paper Removal
• Sheetrock & Trimwork - Powerwashing
• Deck Repairs & Staining - Driveway Seal Coating
• We Clean Windows & Gutters • Hepa Vacuum Sanding

The Governor Livingston High
School Highlanders boys basketball
team defeated the Cranford Cougars,
46-36, in the season opener at Berkeley Heights on December 19. John
Iorio led the Highlanders with 16
points. Javon Reis-Wilson sank nine
points, while Vinnie Polmeni and Jack
Davey each netted five points and
Rob Imbalzano put in seven.
Hunter Remley led the Cougars
with 12 points, including a pair of
three-pointers, and Luke Christiano
sank six points. Jack Schetelich and
Mike Smith had five points each,
Albert Gargiulo and Steve Wills each
had two points, and Joe Norton netted four points.
Cranford
Gov. Livingston

8 2 4 22
4 11 14 17

Reading is Good For You

Lic. # 13VH01137900

908-688-0481
Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Blue Devils are on track for another
serious run at a state title.
Bridgewater-Raritan (2-2) was a
team that returned most of its starting lineup from last year’s squad
that finished ranked 11th in the state.
Yet the Blue Devils made easy work
of the Panthers. Now 3-0 with the
victory that followed earlier romps
over Summit and Cranford, we are
left to wonder just how good this
2014-15 version of the Blue Devil
dynasty will be.
“You know, I think there is always
room for improvement,” said
Westfield senior captain Jack Rose.

BLUE DEVIL CAPTAINS...The Westfield boys swim captains are Jack Rose.
left, and Kevin Clauss.

Cougar Matmen Rip Plainfield,
Place 3rd at TCNJ Tournament

Goods & Services You Need
BLACK TOP

Bridgewater-Raritan has a really
good program and I think we showed
very well out here against them.”
Freshman Ryan Daniel took first
place in the 50 freestyle (25.37).
Sophomore Aedan Collins did likewise in the 100 freestyle (55.69).
Eric Bebel, Aedan Collins, Ryan
Daniel and Stephen Husch teamed
up to win the 200 freestyle relay
(1:43.65). Only Chris Ruhnke’s victory in the 100 breaststroke (1:09.03)
kept the host Panthers from being
swept in all events.
While it is still very early in the
campaign, it would appear that the

goleader.com/subscribe

36
46

“It is early in the year and everybody
has plenty of room to better their
times. I’ll say this though. The depth
on this year’s team is really good and
that should help us as we get deeper
into the schedule.”

Blue Devil Matmen
Halt Farmers, 45-24
The Westfield High School wrestling team defeated the Union Farmers, 45-24, in the season opener at
Union on December 19. The Blue
Devils recorded six pins and three
decisions.
Zach Rabinowicz took a 3-0 decision over Mike Matullo at 106lbs, Nick Kalimtzis recorded a 3-0
decision over Vince Simontetti at
132-lbs and Jack Miller recorded a
3-0 decision over Nick Zuena at
152-lbs.
At 113-lbs, Chris Hoerle pinned
Trevor Taylor in 35 seconds. John
Fuller
pinned
Asliddin
Abdukahlikov in 31 seconds at 126lbs. Kevin Miller recorded a 2:28
fall over Myles Jacobs at 145-lbs.
Jarek Gozdieski pinned Yadley
Marcellus in 1:12 at 160-lbs. Devin
Anderson pinned Isaiah Vaughn in
1:17 at 170-lbs, and Cotter Spurlock
pinned Denis Gaglione in 1:25 at
220-lbs.

WF’s Spurlock Wins
At Del Val Tournament
Westfield High School senior
Cotter Spurlock placed first at 220lbs with a pin in 4:45 over Mike
Kringler of Cherokee at the Delaware Valley Invitational wrestling
tournament in Frenchtown on December 20. Sophomore Jack Miller
placed second at 152-lbs after dropping a 13-8 decision to Cameron
Shields of West Deptford, and senior Nick Kalimtzis placed second
at 132-lbs when he lost, 7-3, in the
finals against Ryan Erwin of Delaware Valley.

Probitas Verus Honos
Raider Matmen Topple
Summit Hilltoppers
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team recorded a 65-14 victory over the
Summit Hilltoppers in the season
opener in Summit on December
19. The Raiders recorded eight
pins, a tech fall and two forfeits.
At 106-lbs, Justin Sidebottom
settled Quin Halper in 1:46.
Jashmar Philippe pinned Justin
Rojas in 49 seconds at 126-lbs.
Sam Wustefeld pinned Dave
Medina in 2:07 at 152-lbs. Brandon Miguelino pinned Francesco
Pace in 3:15 at 160-lbs. George
Ramos pinned James Cho in 1:06
at 170-lbs. Jaylen Bryant pinned
Andres Chacon in 1:57 at 182-lbs.
Alex Mirabella pinned Dan
Cambronero in 1:07 at 195-lbs and
Karl Williams pinned Miles Dewarl
in 29 seconds at 220-lbs.
Raider JT Beirne recorded a 4:00
tech fall over Rhajon Venable at
138-lbs, and Hilltopper Craig De
La Cruz, the NJSIAA state champ
at 126-lbs last year, won a 4:00
tech fall over Tom Cunningham at
132-lbs.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNER OF THE 200IM....Blue Devil Caroline Basil won the 200-Individual Medley with a time of 2:14.57 in the meet
against Scotch Plains-Fanwood on December 22. The Raiders shocked the Blue Devils, 99-71 at Wallace Pool. See Alex
Lowe’s complete story of the boys and girls meets in the January 1 issue. See boys 200IM winner photo on page 15.

New Prov. Lady Pioneers Defeat Cougar Cagers, 50-40
The New Providence Pioneer girls
basketball team turned on the burners with an 18-3 run to overcome a
24-22, halftime deficit and rolled to a
50-40 victory over the Cranford Cougars in Cranford on December 20.

Pioneer Sydney Morang rolled in 12
of her game high 28 points in that
decisive third quarter.
Junior Cerys MacLelland led the
Lady Cougars with 16 points. Junior
Isabella Speers, who had five points,

pulled down 13 rebounds. Junior
Lindsey Pace sank six points, while
senior Erin Meixner and junior Sarah
Ross each netted four points.
New Providence
Cranford

13 9 18 10
13 11 3 13

50
40

David B. Corbin (November 1, 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFENSE DID ITS JOB WELL...The Cranford Cougars’ defense crumbled the oppositions’ offenses this season and
allowed its offense more time to score the most points in Cranford High School history.

SCHETELICH, CHRISTIANO LED ‘O’; DEFENSE RULED

Cougar Gridders ‘Shattered’
CHS Records, Finished 11-1
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING CLOSE TABS ON A PIONEER....Cougar junior Lindsey Pace, No. 13, keeps close tabs on a New Providence
Pioneer during the home opener in Cranford on December 20. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Hints were given during the 2013
season that this year’s Cranford High
School (CHS) football team may be
successful, but possibly nobody
would have believed that the Cougars
would shatter most CHS wins in a
regular season, most points scored in
a season and finish 11-1, losing only
in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 championship game to Parsippany
Hills at Metlife Stadium.
The Cougars finished 9-0 during
the regular season to receive the top
seed for the section playoffs and when
it was all over, they outscored opponents 454-156.
“We definitely had an explosive
team this year. Offense gets a lot of
the credit. We did have the ability to
score and score quickly, but it was all
three phases of the game. I thought
we played excellent special teams,
which often kept drives going that
wouldn’t have been scoring drives
and the defense, we also allowed the
least points in the county. When you
do that and keep putting the offense

back on the field, we have an opportunity to score,” Cougar Head Coach
Erik Rosenmeier said.
The Cougars’ ability to score
quickly did knock most of their opponents back on their heels and forced
them to alter their game plan. The
only real difference came in the championship game against Parsippany
Hills in a 20-13 defeat.
“It didn’t necessarily come to fruition in the last game, but when you
jump on people and you can stop
them and score, it takes them out of
their game plan. There are very few
teams that feel comfortable when they
are down by two scores. I believe that
many teams wanted to have the game
plan that Parsippany Hills was able to
accomplish and that was hold onto
the football and limit their touches.
Because we couldn’t score, we
fumbled on the two, we had three red
zone appearances in the first half and
we couldn’t get up on them, they
were able to stick to that game plan,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.
Several hints that the Cougars
would be successful this year came

from Luke Christiano, who was very
effective offensively and defensively
last year. Christiano rushed for 523
yards and eight touchdowns (TD) and
had 24 receptions for 550 yards and
another seven TDs. This year
Christiano had 649 yards rushing with
six TDs and added 37 receptions for
1,045, including 12 more TDs. He
also added three two-point conversions.
One huge hint last year came when
Jack Schetelich replaced an injured
quarterback John Oblachinski in the
Delaware Valley game and ran for
152 yards, including a 24-yard TD
and a 46-yard run that set up another
TD in a 30-13 triumph. This year,
Schetelich, now a junior, ran for 1,388
yards, including 25 TDs and a pair of
two-point conversions, and completed
89 passes for 1,548 yards and 18 TDs.
“He had 3,000 yards and 42 touchdowns between throwing and running. That’s a pretty tremendous year,”
Coach Rosenmeier said. “I think he
would even say that he wasn’t the
best offensive player on the team,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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BASIL WINS 100-BACK, WF WINS 400F.R., 200-F. RELAY

BrH2O Lady Panthers Edge
Westfield Swim Girls, 87-83
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In an early season clash between
two of the area’s expected swimming powerhouses, the BridgewaterRaritan High School girls’ team did
just enough to claim victory over
Westfield on December 19 at the
Bridgewater YMCA pool. Led by
Alex Gebel, who earned victories in
the 50 freestyle (27.14) and 100
freestyle (59.32), the host Panthers
eked out an 87-83 win in the exciting
battle. Both squads entered the season as state title contenders and currently are regarded as Top-20 level

programs in the state. This early season slugfest only served to confirm
those lofty assessments.
Bridgewater-Raritan also got key
points from Brooke Sharkey, who
took first place in both the 200 IM
(2:25.94) and the 100 breaststroke
(1:18.78).
“Our girls gave it their all,” said
Blue Devil coach Lauren Hauser, who
directs the team along with Ashley
Westra. “They didn’t leave anything
in their tanks.”
Westra agreed and also offered
praise to the opponent.
“Bridgewater is really talented and

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LADY BLUE DEVIL CAPTAINS...Westfield swim girls team captains, Courtney
Day, left, and Amy West prepare for the meet with the Bridgewater-Raritan
Panthers on December 19 in Bridgewater.

very deep this year,” said Westra.
“Our girls fought them to the end. We
just needed a win here or there that
we couldn’t come up with today.”
Bridgewater-Raritan’s Grace
Palfreyman also took a pair of key
wins in the 200 freestyle (2:11.79)
and the 500 freestyle (4:43.22). Panther Alexis Brewer claimed the 100
butterfly (1:06.41).
Seniors Caroline Basil and
Courtney Day led the Westfield girls.
Basil won the 100 backstroke
(1:05.59). Basil paired with Day and
teammates Muriel Maloney (freshman) and Emily McGann (junior) to
win the 400 freestyle relay (4:10.19).
“I thought we did really well,” said
Westfield co-captain Courtney Day. “I
think you’ve got to tip your hat to
Bridgewater-Raritan today. We just did
not match up really well with them.”
It was a sentiment echoed by fellow co-captain Amy West.
“These were just two phenomenal
teams in the pool today,” said West, a
senior. “They earned the win. We’ll
come back strong.”
Westfield also claimed victory in
the 200 freestyle relay where freshman Emma Conlon, junior Gwyn
Devin, Muriel Maloney and sophomore Emily Oster took first place
(1:52.69). The Bridgewater Raritan
quartet of Alexis Brewer, Alex Gebel,
Brooke Sharkey and Kerry Silverman
claimed the 200 medley relay
(2:03.11) to get the Panthers off on
the right foot.
The loss was the Blue Devils first
of the season. Their record now stands
at 4-1, while Bridgewater-Raritan
improved to 4-1 on the season.

BATTLE SINKS 13; FOLEY, DOWNING SCORE NINE EACH

Lady Raider Cagers Crumble
Plainfield, 54-22, in Opener
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team had everything clicking as they routed
Plainfield, 54-22, in their season
opener held at Rico Parenti Gymnasium in Plainfield on December 20.
The Raiders got a balanced effort and
dominated every phase of play. Junior Micaiah Battle overcame early
foul trouble and scored all 13 of her
points in the second half to lead all
scorers.
“I always expect our team to perform to their potential,” said Raider
Head Coach Camille Mammolite.
“We played four very tough scrimmages that really helped prepare us
for the season. Before the game the
girls were talking about how important it was going to be to get off to a
good start this season and make a
statement today. I think they played
as one unit today and that makes all
the difference in performance.”
The Lady Raiders jumped to a 127 first-quarter lead. Raider junior
Caroline Babis ignited the early
spark, netting six points, and disrupted the Cardinal ball handlers with
steals and tenacious defense. During
one sequence, Babis stole the ball
from Cardinal Jaynada Spencer,
drove the length of the court for a
lay-up, drawing a foul that she converted. Babis would finish the game
with seven points, seven rebounds
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Board of Education Organization Meeting originally scheduled for Monday, January 5th at 7:30 p.m. has been
changed to Thursday, January 8, 2015
at 7:00 p.m. in the all purpose room of the
Lincoln School.
Action will be taken.
Eric Larson
SBA/BS
12/25/14, The Leader
Fee: $12.75

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE NO. 14-16
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§30-14 (GROUP MEDICAL
INSURANCE) IN ARTICLE II
(EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS) IN
CHAPTER 30 (PERSONNEL
POLICIES) OF THE CODE OF
THE
BOROUGH
OF
GARWOOD TO AMEND SUBSECTION B (STATEMENT OF
POLICY) TO REFLECT THE
PROVISIONS OF L.2011, C.
78, AND TO REPEAL SUBSECTION C (STIPEND ON
WAIVER OF GROUP MEDICAL INSURANCE COVERAGE) TO REPEAL THE STIPEND FOR WAIVER OF
GROUP MEDICAL INSURANCE COVERAGE.
STATEMENT
TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
14-16, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2014.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood
1 T - 12/25/14, The Leader Fee: $31.62

and six steals.
“Caroline Babis provided a huge
spark for us today,” said Mammolite.
“She always does. She is very aggressive and makes life tough for the
opposing guards. She is constantly
diving after balls and hitting the
ground, but she always bounces right
back up as if she were made of rubber.
She is that kind of competitor.”
In the second quarter, the Raiders
went on an 8-0 run to extend their
lead to 23-8 midway through the period. The Raiders outscored Plainfield
17-2 in the decisive quarter to take a
29-9 lead at halftime. The Raiders
were succeeding in every way possible. Inside, the trio of Thabitha
Dwumfour, Kara Foley and newcomer Nya Downing combined for
12 points.
“We knew it was really important
to set the tone early,” said Foley, a
junior. “We had some things that
showed up in our final scrimmage
against Bishop Ahr that we knew we
had to get corrected fast. Today we
played a much tighter game.”
In the backcourt, the combo of
junior Myaysia Taylor, freshman
Brianna O’Brien and Babis directed
the offense smoothly and continually
harassed the Plainfield guards.
“I thought Asia and Brianna worked
very well together,” said Mammolite.
“This is good for our team because
both are newcomers. Brianna is a
freshman and Asia come to us from
Piscataway so there was some concern about chemistry and overall experience, but they both showed well.
It is a real opportunity for each girl.
For Brianna she gets to learn, while
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RE-ORGANIZATION MEETING
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Municipal Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains has scheduled their Reorganization Meeting for THURSDAY, January 1, 2015. The Reorganization Meeting
will begin at 12:00 P.M. This meeting will
be held at the Township Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076.
The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabilities. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Township of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.
BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/25/14, The Times Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 16th day of
December 2014.
ORDINANCE NO. 2014-10
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING
RENEWAL OF MUNICIPAL
CONSENT TO COMCAST TO
CONSTRUCT, CONNECT,
OPERATE AND MAINTAIN A
CABLE TELEVISION AND
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY.
BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/25/14, The Times Fee: $20.40

playing, and she can watch Asia run
things without having to be the focal
point. For Asia it is a great chance for
her to learn how to lead a team.”
In the third quarter, the Raiders put
this game to bed for good with Downing dominating the inside. The freshman forward scored four of her nine
points in the quarter, but it was the
other aspects of her game that drew
notice. Downing also grabbed 14 rebounds and dished out a pair of assists in her debut. She displayed real
interior strength that should make for
a nice 1-2 punch with center
Dwumfour.
“Nya was tremendous off of the
bench today,” said Mammolite. “She
is very strong and she knows how to
place the ball on lay-ups with touch.
She is fundamentally sound and she
really was impressive.”
The Raiders outscored Plainfield,
14-3, in the third quarter on their way
to a 43-12 lead entering the final
period. Foley finished with nine points
and 13 rebounds. Dwumfour finished
with six points and 10 rebounds.
“There is always room for improvement,” said Mammolite. “Just because
we won this game doesn’t mean we
can’t be better. I’d like to see us be
better with our spacing. At times we
were not balanced on the floor. Free
throw shooting is always important.
We made a lot today (17), but we
missed a lot too.”
Plainfield may not have offered the
best competition available. The Cardinals appear to be in for a down year,
but that does not diminish the impressive overall work turned in by the
Raiders. After a Tuesday trip to
Randolph, they will host their holiday tournament on December 27 with
a 2:00 tip-off against Watchung Hills.
The winner would then play the winner of a Pope John vs. Woodbridge
match-up.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Plainfield

12 17 14 11
7 2 3 10

54
22

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing on JANUARY 8, 2015, at
7:30 pm, Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, First Floor Council Chambers to
hear the application of Fabricio Silva and
Suzanne Stozak-Silva for 2409 Bryant
Avenue, Block 8002, Lot 18, R-3 Zone who
propose to construct a front porch and a
two-story rear addition contrary to the following section of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.4A Para G. Col. 7a-Side
street setback, corner lot. Minimum
Required: 20 feet. Proposed: 7.25 feet for
the side portion of the porch.
Section 23-3.4A, Para G. Col. 7a-Side
Street setback, corner lot. Minimum
Required: 20 feet. Proposed: 3.67 feet for
the rear addition.
Section 23-3.4A, Para G. Col. 10-Rear
Yard Setback. Minimum Required: 30
feet. Proposed: 28 +/- by scale
Section 23-4.2, Permitted Area Modifications.
A Variance is required from this section
because the proposed porch is not open
on three sides.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Board
1 T - 12/25/14, The Times Fee: $31.62

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY EFFECTIVE WITH THE KICKING GAME...Cougar junior Joe Norton, No. 9, was very effective all season with
his kicking game (punting, kickoffs, extra points, field goals). He also was very effective as a receiver.

Cougar Gridders Shattered Records, Finish 11-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

given that Luke Christiano was there,
but he’s the best one coming back.”
Senior Donavin Walker added 413
yards rushing with three TDs and 118
yards receiving with three TDs. Junior Joe Norton had 16 receptions for
191 yards, including two TDs. Senior
Dan DeLayo and sophomore Brian
McGovern also provided ample rushing yards.
Norton also provided plenty of support with his long field goals, points
after touchdowns (PAT) and booming kickoffs and punts. Norton had
43 PATs and hit six field goals, the
longest from 43 yards.
“He’s been good from 50 in practice. He’s a weapon. We really didn’t
take too many opportunities to take it
for the most part, because we were
able to score. I believe he is a scholarship kicker and he is one of the best
athletes on the team. He’s a kid, who
can play receiver, can kick the ball
and can punt the ball with either foot.

When he’s out there, they [opponents]
can’t feel good about it,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.
Defensively, senior defensive back
Kevin Trotter led the team with 127
tackles. Junior linebacker Niko
Cappello had 105 tackles, including
seven sacks, and two interceptions.
Christiano had 98 tackles and four
interceptions. Juniors Sean Leonard
(2 interceptions, fumble recovery) and
Ethan Tom had 54 and 52 tackles,
respectively. Senior linebacker Colin
Scanlon made 44 tackles. Junior linemen Will Fries and Kevin Doran, and
seniors Nick Ballas and Jake
Matthews plugged the holes, making
it possible for the linebackers and
backs to get the tackles.
“We have some kids on this team
who only saw some spot duty, like
Ryan Bakie, Ahmad Davis and Brian
McGovern, who are going to be stars
next year. Nobody knew who Jack
Schetelich was really before this sea-

D. Blair Corbin’
Corbin’ss
Raiders
Blue Devils
Cougars

ane
Walk Down Memory L
Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood
Times
—
www.goleader.com
December 27, 1997: The Raider
boys’ basketball team won its third
straight game of the season, by bounc-

Feighner and Donald Patterson hit
for 10 and nine points, respectively.
Junior Ben Martinez and sophomore
Ron Jenerette had seven points each,
and senior Doug Bishop added four
points.
December 30, 1998: Four points

David B. Corbin (2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ADDING THE EXCLAMATION POINT…Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky, top,
added an exclamation point by defeating Danny Walsh (Rahway), 11-3, at 145 lbs.
Westfield defeated Rahway, 49-18, on December 23, 2010.

ing Columbia, 62-51, in the opening
round of the Cindy Pools Classic at
Scotch Plains. Senior guard Dave
Gewirtz sank 25 points and sent Columbia reeling when he nailed 14
points in the first quarter to give the
Raiders a 20-7 lead. Seniors Jeff
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
RESOLUTION
CODE REVIEW & TOWN PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
DECEMBER 16, 2014
BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40-45A-1, the Organization Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield for the year 2015 will be held on
Friday, January 2, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.
Claire J.Gray
Town Clerk
1 T - 12/25/14, The Leader Fee: $12.24

by Carolyn Matthews and six by Liz
McKeon, along with a very stingy
zone defense, gave the Blue Devil
girls basketball team a 10-2 first quarter lead and the momentum it needed
to defeat Roselle Park, 36-25, in the
finals of the Panther Pride Tournament in Roselle Park. McKeon put in
18 points against the Panthers and
previously sank 18 in a win over
Jonathan Dayton to become the
tournament’s Most Valuable Player.
December 28, 1999: Repeating as
Panther-Pride Tournament Champions has been on the mind of Head
Coach Joe Marino, and his Blue Devil
girls basketball team took the first

son, so we are hoping that we can put
them in positions to be successful.
We are going to need some help from
people who have that experience, like
Jack, Joe Norton and Kevin Doran on
offense. Defensively, we have guys
like Niko Cappello, Ethan Tom, Will
Fries and Sean Leonard, who played
at a high level,” Coach Rosenmeier
said.
Christiano was selected Mid-State
38 Player of the Year and First Team
All-State All-Groups. Christiano and
Fries were First Team All-State
Group 3. Schetelich and Cappello
were selected Second Team All-State
Group 3.
“We were 11-1 and everybody feels
bad, but that’s going to be a temporary thing,” Coach Rosenmeier promised. “We are going to look back on
this season and realize that we accomplished a lot and there is still
more room to be better, and we are
going to try and finish it next year.”
step by humbling Jonathan Dayton,
42-23, in Roselle Park to advance to
the finals. Sophomore Jackie
Cusimano scored seven of her gameleading 11 points in the first quarter.
December 22, 2000: The Raider
girls basketball team employed its
one-two punch of junior center Erin
Gillooly and sophomore forward
Lindsay Pennella to subdue the
Watchung Hills Warriors, 52-34 in
Scotch Plains. Gillooly finished with
16 points and Pennella had 14 points.
December 28, 2002: The Raider
wrestling team came up a half a point
shy of sharing the team title at the
John Goles Invitational Tournament
in Warren Hills. Delaware Valley took
first with a 161.5 total followed by
the Raiders at 161. The Raiders
claimed the most individual champions with five. Raider senior Matt
Loomis (215-lbs) became the 21st,
three-time champion in the history of
the tournament.
Junior Derek Francavilla repeated
as champion, this time at 125 where
he demolished Mark Goble of Newton in 32 seconds. Sophomore Steve
Mineo handled Chris Kelly of Delaware Valley, 8-0, to grab the 119-lb.
crown. Junior Andrew Silber won his
first Goles title with a 4-2, overtime
victory in the finals. Junior Andrew
Loomis claimed the heavyweight
title.
December 23, 2003: The young
Raider boys basketball team held on
to grasp a thrilling, 65-61 victory
over the Blue Devils before a packed
house in Westfield. Senior Blue Devil
Jan Cocozziello led all scorers with
29 points. Raider sophomore Derrick Caracter finished with 23 points.
Sophomores Lance Thomas and Mike
Johnson put in 18 and 11 points,
respectively.
December 23, 2004: After dueling with the East Brunswick Bears,
the 6-0 Blue Devil girls swimming
team out-pointed its rivals, 91-79, in
Westfield. Freshman Elizabeth
Hawkins won the 200-freestyle,
sophomore Kylie Fraser won the 100butterfly senior and Kirsten Selert
won the 50-freestyle.
December 23, 2004: The Blue
Devil boys’ swimming team earned a
must second and third place finish in
the final event, the 400-free relay, to
gain an 85-85 tie with East Brunswick.
PJ Harley triumphed in the 200freestyle and out-distanced his competitors in the 500-freestyle.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
AGENDA - BOARD MEETING
January 6, 2015
Notice is hereby given of the Meeting of
the Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in the County of Union, New
Jersey, at 7:30 p.m. on the evening of
Tuesday, January 6, 2015, in the Board
Room of the Administration Building, 302
Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey. The
purpose of the meeting is to reorganize
and to transact the regular business of the
Board and to transact any other business
to come properly before the Board.
Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 12/25/14, The Leader Fee: $18.87

David B. Corbin (December 22, 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DISPLAYING HER “INDIVIDUAL” TALENT…Blue Devil Anna Fetter touched
first in the 200-individual medley against the Raiders with a time of 2:16.28.
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Dom Robinson (126)
Linden Tigers

Phil Angelo (120)
Summit Hilltoppers

Devin Jefferson
(132) Rahway

Andy Santamaria
(138) Roselle Park

David Tobe (220)
Elizabeth

Turner Haddad (152)
Gov. Livingston

Tom DiGiovanni
(120) Cranford

Dan Kourakas(152)
N. Prov Pioneers

Frank Weber (182)
Union Farmers

Dave Winters(145)
Rahway Indians

Nick Zuena (152)
Union Farmers

Will Ferndinando
(195) Roselle Park

Carmine Boccellari
(120) N.P .Pioneers

Sean Tomlinson
(Hwt) Highlanders

Tom Cunningham
(126) SPF Raiders

Will Lopez (Hwt)
Rahway Indians

Kyle Gregorio (126)
ALJ Crusaders

Jack Miller (152)
Westfield Blue Devils

Ryan Bohm (145)
ALJ Crusaders

Khalil Burns (220)
Linden Tigers

Sean Twerdak(182)
Rahway Indians

Chris Hoerle (106)
Westfield Blue Devils

Chris Weakland
(160) Rahway

Pat Morris (220)
N. Prov Pioneers

Brad Carle (182)
Ro. Park Panthers

Brian McGovern
(145) Cranford

Ibrahim Elbanna
(126) Union Farmers

Josh Gergich (145)
Roselle Park

Mike Elliott (126)
Rahway Indians

Nick Mele (113)
Governor Livingston

David Brown (hwt)
Union Farmers

Yadley Marcellus
Andy Lameria (285)
(145) Union Farmers
ALJ Crusaders

Saverio Salfcas
Nick Kalimtzis(132)
(220) Brearley Bears Westfield Blue Devils

Cranford Cougars May Reach Top of UCT Mat Rung
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

work, perseverance and consistency.
And just teach them to be good people
and to be successful.”
Saverio Salfcas (jr — 220): Third
UCT, second district, third in region,
finished 29-12
Tim Murphy (so — 132): Third
district at 126, finished 24-15
A. L. Johnson Crusaders:
The Crusaders
have wrestlers in
every weight
class.
“This year we
are going to be
able to fill all 14
weight classes.
Wyatt Bohm (138) Last year, we had
ALJ Crusaders
to give up 18 to
24 points up, so that’s a plus,” Head
Coach Mike
Seiter said. “We
have 19 in the
room, which is a
good Johnson
number. We are
looking
to
double our wins
from last year Matt DiOrio (152)
ALJ Crusaders
and make a run
for the Group 1 playoffs.”
Kyle Gregorio (jr — 126): Second in district at 113, finished 25-13
Wyatt Bohm (jr – 138): “We are
expecting a lot from Kyle and Wyatt.
They had the most wins for us last
year,” Coach Seiter said.
Look out for Jacob Lopez (sr —

182) and Andrew Lameria (sr —220/
hwt):
Governor Livingston:
The Highlanders, who return three
region qualifiers and can fill all the
weight classes.
“That’s a plus,
especially in
high
school
wrestling. If you
can fill them all,
you have a fighting chance. If
you are giving up
six without even Chris Sergio (120)
trying, it’s a fight. Governor Livingston
Winning matches is going to happen,
as long as we are doing what we are
supposed to do,” said Head Coach
Rick Ortega.
Nick Mele (jr — 113): Third in
district
Chris Sergio (sr — 120): Third in
district, finished 23-17
Turner Haddad (so — 152): Third
in district, finished 23-20
Keep an eye on Sean Tomlinson (sr
— hwt)
New Providence Pioneers:
The Pioneers
return three Region 3 qualifiers
and one NJSIAA
qualifier. Head
Coach
Gary
Bremer said,
“My two goals
Klaudio Bardhoku are I want to get
(182) N.P. Pioneers kids to the states

and qualify for the sectionals. It’s a
real nice group. They work really
hard. I think we will fill all the weight
classes
Tyler Gazaway (jr — 138): UCT
and district champ, second in region
at 126, finished 31-7
Carmine Boccellari (sr – 120):
Third UCT, second district, finished
27-7.
Dan Kourakus (jr — 152): Third
in UCT, second in district, finished
29-7
Watch for Pat Morris (sr — 220)
and Klaudio Bardhoku (jr —182)
Rahway Indians:
The Indians have several athletes
up top and will be tested by former
RHS alumnus and state champion
Danny Garay, who is helping with the
program.
“We have really good numbers and I got
some decent
young kids. I
have seven real
good wrestlers
and I have about
Evan Goodridge
seven athletes.
(170) Rahway
[1]32 I think is
my best kid, Devin Jefferson. Getting
up towards the top, I have Goodridge
and Drake, who I think are going to
have a lot of wins this year,” Head
Coach Fred Stueber said. “It all depends on how fast those rookies come
up.”
Devin Jefferson (sr – 132): Top

seed in UCT at 126 — upset in
quarterfinals
Dave Winters (sr — 145): Fourth
UCT at 138, second in district
Evan Goodridge (sr — 170):
Fourth in district at 170
Sean Twerdak (sr — 182): Fourth
in district at 182
Look out for Chris Weakland (sr —
160), Mike Elliott (sr — 126), Justin
Drake (sr — 220) and William Lopez
(sr – hwt).
Linden Tigers:
The Tigers return seven in the
upper weights,
who were on the
section champion football
team.
“Seven of our
Justin Drake (220) 14 starters are
football players.
Rahway Indians
We are strong in
the upper weights, but we have some
big holes to fill down low with the

Reading is Good For You

by David B. Corbin

graduation of Tekula and Ataca.
Hopefully, the upper weights will give
us enough power to still be competitive,” Head Coach Anthony Reinoso
said.
Dom Robinson (sr — 120/26):
Third in district
at 113, finished
23-15.
Khalil Burns
(sr — 220/195):
Finished 22-10.
“Khalil took
third in the
Max Burgos (Hwt) county as a
Linden Tigers
sophomore and
fourth last year. He wrestled well in
the summer.”
Max Burgos (sr — hwt): Second
in district, finished 24-11.
Union Farmers:
The Farmers have a young team
with more experience this season.
“We have one of our more experienced teams. We have a group that
did a lot in the off-season,” Coach
Dino DeBellonia said.
Frank Weber (jr — 182): Second
in district, finished 26-12
Look out for Ibrahim Elbanna
(sr — 126), Yadley Marcellus (sr —
145), Nick Zuena (so — 152) and
David Brown (jr — hwt)
Summit Hilltoppers:
The Summit Hilltoppers will be
very influential at 120-lbs, 126-lbs

and 132-lbs.
“We have 20
committed guys.
They have good
attitudes. They
are working hard
and we have
some very good
young leader- Mike Acitelli (126)
ship plus some Summit Hilltoppers
good examples
on the team,” Coach Ferrante said.
Craig De La Cruz (sr — 132):
State champ at 126
Phil Angelo (so — 120): Second
UCT, first district, finished 30-7
Mike Acitelli (so — 126): Second
in district, finished 21-7
Plainfield Cardinals:
The Cardinals have a large number
of personnel with two retruning region qualifiers.
Neo-Joe Lughas (sr — 145/52):
Third in district, finished 30-12.
Rohan Phillip (sr — 182): Second
in district, fourth in region, finished
28-10
Elizabeth Minutemen:
David Tobe (sr — 220): First in
UCT & district at
220-lbs, finished
29-3
Lloyd Jackson (sr — hwt):
Second in UCT,
first district, third
region, finished
Lloyd Jackson
29-4 last year at
(Hwt) Elizabeth
heavyweight.

Probitas Verus Honos

goleader.com/subscribe

Chris Scorese (126)
Cranford Cougars

Wishing our clients, colleagues, and friends a
Happy Holiday and prosperous New Year!
Cynthia Alexander

Roz Alexander

Joyce Antone

Francesca Azzara

Kevin Barry

Lois Berger

Peggy Burwell

Beverly Caldora

Deborah Citarella

Jennifer Colamedici

Mary “Kathy” Collins

Patricia Connolly

Lee Corcoran

Ileen Cuccaro

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Broker Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate
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Sales Associate

Daniel Damesek

Steven Dardanello Richard “Dick” Diemer

Saul Drittel

Merrill Engelhardt Yolanda Escobar-Flores Wende Devlin Gates Janice Good-Piga

Kathleen Gouldey

Erika Handler

Nick Hofmann

Jocelyne Holden

Patricia Jurpalis

Brian Kastner

Betty Ann Keller

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Jodi Luminello

Beth Maloney

Jennifer Manville

Jessica Marino

Dorothy McDevitt

James “Jim” Murphy

Julie Murphy

Sherrie Natko

Patricia Plante

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Broker Associate

Sales Associate
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Sharon Steele Sonia “Sonnie” Suckno
Sales Associate

Broker Associate

George Kraus
Support Team

Westfield West Office

600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: 908-233-0065

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
©2014 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Branch Vice President

Page 14

Thursday, December 25, 2014

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Devil’s Den

‘Happy Holidays’ to All,
And to All a ‘Whs4evr!’
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Christmas used to be my favorite
holiday. How could it not? You’re 5
years old, or 10, or even 15. You wake
up Christmas morning and go downstairs and start unwrapping gifts. And
it continues all day, as grandma and
aunts and uncles show up, bringing
more gifts. And always there was lots
of great food.
But as I got older it got less and less
important. By the time I was out of
high school it had attained zero importance. I was becoming more
knowledgeable about the world and
how it came to exist. I saw the idea of
Christmas as just one more fairy tale
that I’d been taught to believe – right
there with Columbus discovering
America, George Washington’s
money toss across the river, Monopoly, the tooth fairy, the wellmeaningness of the Founding Fathers,
and too many others to list.
But one thing never got old – the
giving part. Not necessarily the giving of gifts, just the giving. It’s something that never gets old. That and
saying, “Happy Holidays” to everyone I meet who might be offended by
me not saying “Merry Christmas.”
(There is one thing I still enjoy
about the holidays – fruitcake. Just
can’t get enough of it.)
Now as I reach my 69th Christmas,
it’s time to give again – this time the
gift of some hard-earned ink for the
WHS girls soccer program. Coach
Alex Schmidt’s sixth team went 135-2, not bad by most standards. And
they were 11-2-1 in their last 14
matches, allowing just four goals in
that period.
Fact is, if not for a great team at
archrival Scotch Plains, who knows
how far this WHS team might’ve
gone? The Blue Devils were 0-3-1
against SPF, which was 21-1-2 this
fall. In those four games, WHS allowed three goals. Two losses were
1-0 in overtime. WHS reached the
county and state sectional semifinals, where they were ousted 1-0
both times by SPF.
There will be graduation losses –
Lil Scott, Sara McCutcheon, Kiera
Loftus, Judy McDonald, Briana
O’Brien and Jordan Robertson. And
that’s some talented losses. But a
very strong group will return, including four girls (Scott was the fifth)
who earned NJGSCA all-state recognition – junior Olivia Luzzi,
sophomores Lizzie Brucia and Taylor Morgan, and freshman Natalie
Bond. Sophomores Carly Bechtloff
and Sonya Peregrim were regulars,
and classmate Hannah Liddy contributed to the end-of-season surge
with four goals and three assists after recovering from injury. Juniors
Abby Demers and Haley Reilly,
sophomores Haley Farella and Raffi
Laitamaki, and freshman Grace
Elliott were all major players. (And
let’s not forget that the junior varsity
was unbeaten and county jayvee
champs.)
Morgan recently verbally commitSHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14005182
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-0002484-13
Plaintiff: PENNYMAC CORP.
VS.
Defendant: CATHERINE GUASTAMACCHIA;
STEVEN
GUASTAMACCHIA;
MR.
GUASTAMACCHIA,
HUSBAND
OF
CATHERINE GUASTAMACCHIA; MRS,
STEVEN GUASTAMACCHIA, HIS WIFE; SUSAN GIUFFRE; JPMORGAN CHASE BANK,
N.A.; SIERRA CAPITAL SERVICES INC, SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO US BANK;
WINDOWWIZARDS INC; COLONIAL PACIFIC
LEASING CORPORATION, ASSIGNEE GE
CAPITAL COMMERCIAL INC., SUCCESSOR
IN INTEREST TO CITICAPITAL COMMERCIAL
CORPORATION ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS; ANNETTE LENTINI; VITO LENTINI;
ASSET ACCEPTANCE LLC; MICHAEL BRIEN;
SUSAN BRIEN; JOHNNY ON THE SPOT;
TENGIZI BULBULASHVILI; ANTHONY
SANTELMO, JR.
Sale Date: 01/15/2015
Writ of Execution: 09/09/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Ninety Thousand Three Hundred Eighty-Four
and 07/100*** $490,384.07.
Property to be sold is located in the TOWNSHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.
Premises commonly known as: 1954 WINDING BROOK WAY, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW
JERSEY 07076-4700.
BEING KNOWN as LOT 5, BLOCK 13204 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.
Dimensions: 106.86 X 150.17 X 114.00 X
150.00.
Nearest Cross Street: Raritan Road.
Total Upset: ***Five Hundred Fifteen Thousand Eight Hundred Elevin and 60/100***
$515,811.60 together with lawful interest and
costs.
*Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens
or other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being foreclosed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
**If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
***Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff
Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 12/18, 12/25, 01/01
& 01/08/14
Fee: $236.64

ted to play soccer at the University of
Alabama.
So Schmidt should have a happy
holiday season as he awaits the 2015
season, which should at the very least
bring him his 100th coaching win
(he’s currently 87-25-10). And he
can sit beside the fireplace, drinking
his egg nog and proudly ponder how
well many of his girls are doing on the
collegiate level. Hannah Kronick
(’11), Sam Costello (’11), Katie Ponce
(’11) and Becca Kape (’10) all enjoyed wonderful seasons this fall,
serving as team co-captains. And
many others remain active.
Kronick capped an amazing career
at Johns Hopkins. The senior was
NSCAA first team All-America for
Division 3 (the second year in a row),
conference Player of the Year for the
third year in a row, and third team
Scholastic All-American. In addition,
the Jays reached the Division 3 final
four for the first time (they lost to
Williams 1-0). She will graduate as
the school’s all-time leader in goals
(65) and points (159)
Costello played at Kutztown University, where she earned NSCAA
second team all-America in Division
2, and Daktronics third team AllAmerican. She was also both regional
and conference Player of the Year.
She led the Bears in both goals (12)
and assists (5).
Ponce earned NSCAA third team
All-Region Division 1 for her play at
Towson University. She led the Tigers with six goals and had three

To keep in the spirit of the season,
here are some stocking stuffers for
some WHS athletes past and present,
coaches, Faithful Readers, and notso-Faithful Readers, of the Den.
Jeff Gilbert (’61): A “Computers
for Dummies” book, so he can figure out how to read the Devil’s Den
every week out in Hunterdon County.
Ron Holmes (’66): A replacement
TV for any time “Morning Joe”
pushes him beyond his capacity for
peaceful/rational coexistence.
Jeff Knight: A healthy season,
which could bring a fourth straight
state Public A Division title for his
boys swim team. That hasn’t happened for the boys since 1967-70.
Glen Kehler: A second Hall of
Fame induction dinner under his
watch that’s as wonderful an evening
as the first one was last month.
Glen Kurz (’92): A couple of football players to fill the upper weights
for the WHS wrestling team.
Hannah Liddy (’17): A healthy
remaining 2½ years of her high
school athletic career – and beyond.
Roger Love (’57): If “the Commodore” follows up on his threat to
move to North Carolina, a plane
ticket every two years so he can
continue as the Don Rickles-like
M.C. at the Hall of Fame dinners.
Tom Lynch: A happy 75th birthday and congratulations to the latein-life WHS fan, whose alma mater,
Red Bank Catholic, captured state
championships in girls cross-country, gymnastics and football this fall.

All I want for Christmas is one more late-night visit to the White Diamond on
North Avenue. In the 1960s for $1.25 – no tax, cuz – you could get two large
cheeseburgers with pickles and onions (55 cents each) and a mug of root beer (15
cents) for $1.25. Not sure why (wink) but they always tasted better after last call.

game-winners. She was also president of the Towson Student-Athletic
Advisory Committee.
Kape helped Rider to its first NCAA
Tournament appearance (with a 1-0
win over coach Krissy JeremiahTurner’s top-seed and host Monmouth
University in the MAAC semifinals)
and was named to the all-tournament
team. The defender was a three-time
member of the MAAC All-Academic
team.
GREENSPAN HONORED
Joe Greenspan (’11), a senior at
the Naval Academy, was named to
the first team All-America squad as
a defenseman. He was a third-team
All-America last year. The 6-foot-6
center back was named the Patriot
League’s Defensive Player of the
Year, and was a semifinalist for the
Hermann Award.
Zach Zagorski (’11), a co-captain
and standout goalie at WHS, was
named to the Scholar All-American
team by the National Soccer Coaches
Association of America. He also was
named first team All-Region and
third-team All-East. He was the
goalie when WHS beat SPF, 2-1, in
overtime for the 2010 UCT title.
STOCKING STUFFERS
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14005077
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-21408-08
Plaintiff: BANK OF AMERICA. N.A.
VS.
Defendant: LINDA M. HALAS AND PETER T.
HALAS, HER HUSBAND
Sale Date: 01/07/2015
Writ of Execution: 04/23/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Twelve Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty and 92/
100*** $512,730.92.
The property to be sold is located in the Borough of Fanwood, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.
It is commonly known as designated as Block
19, Lot 13.
The dimensions are approximately 98 feet
wide by 99 feet long.
Nearest cross streetL Estelle Lane
Prior liens(s): None.
Total Upset: ***Six Hundred Nine Thousand
Two Hundred Thirty-Three and 23/100***
$609,233.23 together with lawful interest and
costs.
*Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens
or other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being foreclosed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff
Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 12/11, 12/18, 12/25
& 01/01/15
Fee: $179.52

Sandy Mamary: A Star Trek-like
transporter to beam her from WHS
to the St. Peter’s College baseball
field this spring.
Steve Merrill (’71): A Star Treklike transporter to beam him from
his rumored future home in Oregon
to the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
dinners.
Megan Mondon (’15): Four more
years, at a college still to be announced, of assisting teammates,
digging the ball, aces and service
points.
Pat Sabatino (’10): A well-earned
congratulations to the hard-working
6-foot-6 senior for passing the 1,000point mark at Stevens Institute of
Technology.
Jack Simcox (’15): Uniform No.
44 in orange and black the next four
years in Princeton’s Palmer Stadium.
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame:
A way to get more of the Westfield
sports community to attend its biennial dinners, if only as a courtesy to
the inductees for a job well done.
Westfield Board of Education: A
conscience, or a stocking full of coal.
JUST SAYIN’ …
The bowling team, just 1-4 into
last Thursday’s match with highly
regarded SPF, pulled off a 4-3
shocker. The Devils got huge performances from captains Sebastian
Rojas (236 game, 606 set) and Tavis
Brunson (213, 575), and seniors
Jacob Rabinowitz (213) and Josh
Broderick (183).
The girls swim team won just three
of 11 first-places, but took
Bridgewater-Raritan down to third
place on the final relay before falling 87-83.
Let me know the next time nobody
scores in double figures for the girls
basketball team, which lost its opener
to The Patrick School (formerly St.
Patrick).
The wrestling team finished fifth
at the Delaware Valley Tournament,
with Cotter Spurlock winning the
220-pound title with a pin. Nick
Kalimtzis and Jack Miller finished
second.
Congrats to Neal Sharma (WHS
’94). The Summit coach was named
the Star-Ledger’s Cross Country
Coach of the Year.
IN PASSING
Diego Vella, the father of Sacks
Pac softball pitching legend Sal Vella,
passed away on Dec. 12 at age 90.

Reading is Good For You
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR SENIORS...The Cougar boys basketball team has eight seniors on the roster. Pictured, left to right, are: front
row; Donte Anderson, Eric Donahue and Luke Christiano; back row, Albert Gargiulo, James Kelly, Kevin Trotter, Steve
Wills and Colin Scanlon.

Cougar Cagers Will Present
Mostly New Faces on Court
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

players on the squad, the Cougars are
expected to play a physical type of
game, especially since the majority
of the teams they face have a definite
height advantage over them.
“We play physical basketball anyway, so we’ve got to get that away,
especially with the new rules this
year for basketball. We got to alter a
lot of what we do,” Coach Huber
pointed out.

won, their Cougar Classic Invitational
with an 86-85, quadruple overtime
buzzer-beater victory over Marlboro,
followed by a 47-43 win over West
Orange.
“When Tommy Trotter made that
lay-up, I thought is was just to tie the
game. Why is everybody celebrating? I thought that was a credit to us,
coming back the next day and beating
a very talented West Orange team,”

Only one starter, senior Luke
Christiano, from last year’s squad
returns, so this season the Cranford
High School boys varsity basketball
team will be presenting a host of new
faces on the court. Fortunately, the
majority of new faces on the court are
multi-sport athletes, whose faces are
familiar in their respective fall and
spring sports.
“The kids are working hard.
Other than Luke, it’s all new for
everybody. There’s a lot of ups
and a lot of downs. We got a lot
of peaks and a lot of valleys.
Let’s just hope we get more
peaks than valleys in the future.
I think we will hit our stride,
hopefully, near the beginning of
January,” Cougar Head Coach
Ryan Huber said.
In addition to Christiano, seniors Eric Donahue, Kevin
Trotter, Colin Scanlon and
Donte Anderson, and juniors
Jack Schetelich and Sean
Leonard were members of the
football team that just finished
its season on December 7 in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 championship game against
Parsippany Hills at Metlife Stadium. Other athletes on the
squad are seniors Albert
Gargiulo, James Kelly and
Steve Wills, and juniors Dave
Fonseca, Hunter Rembley and
David B. Corbin (January 12, 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Mike Smith.
COUGAR RETURNING STARTER...Cougar senior Luke Christiano, No. 11, is the
“We had several guys who only returning starter from last year’s squad.
played a lot last year. They will
be stepping up and probably starting
As in the past, the Cougars’ sched- Coach Huber recalled.
for us this year. We are a little bit ule will be no easy ride.
Once again, the Cougar boys’ and
behind the eight ball, but it’s a good
“On paper, people may think the girls’ teams will host their own tourreason why. Because we’ve gone to schedule is easy, but not necessarily. nament beginning this Saturday, Dethe state finals in football, we lost 10 We open up with Governor cember 27, throughout the day and
practices behind everybody else. The Livingston. They are a team that resuming on Monday, December 29,
fact that we have 11 football players returns everybody from last year, at 3 p.m.
on our team really put us back. Bas- one four-year starter, two three-year
“We have a very good West Orange
ketball is a different type of shape to starters. Out of conference, we are team, a very good Dickinson and
be in, so as to getting your legs, your still playing Westfield, we are still returning Morris County champs Mt.
timing and all of that, but we will get playing Scotch Plains, we are play- Olive coming in, so even our nonthere,” Coach Huber said.
ing St. Mary’s. It’s Union County conference games, playing Irvington,
With a large number of football basketball. It’s better than anywhere playing Mendham, every game we
else. The schedule is tough,” Coach play is going to be a tough game. We
Ryan said.
are going to have to show up to have
Probitas Verus Honos
Last year, after their season-open- a shot at winning these games,” Coach
ing game, the Cougars hosted, and Huber said.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14005134
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-030630-13
Plaintiff: OCWEN LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: RICHARD J. COLONNA
Sale Date: 01/07/2015
Writ of Execution: 04/07/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Ninety-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Forty and
71/100*** $299,540.71.
Property to be dold is located in: Borough of
Garwood, county of Union, State of New Jersey.
Premises Commonly Known As: 321 Willow
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey 07027.
Tax Lot # 11, Block # 406
Nearest Cross Street: East Street.
Approximate Dimensions: 50 x 100.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Fifteen Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Nine and 78/100***
$315,879.78 together with lawful interest and
costs.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condominium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.
All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to ascertain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff
Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 12/11, 12/18, 12/25
& 01/01/15
Fee: $191.76

READY FOR ACTION...A child participates in pillo polo at the Westfield “Y”.
Pillo polo is floor hockey using soft equipment.

WF ‘Y’ Offers Free Sports
Play Open House Jan. 4
The Westfield Area “Y” understands it is important for kids to stay
active and have fun all year round and
is hosting a Sports and Play Open
House on Sunday, January 4, from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the gym at the Main
“Y” Facility at 220 Clark Street.
This event is free and open to all.
Participants will try out the new and
improved climbing wall and enjoy
sports class samplers such as fencing
and pillo polo, as well as sport skill
stations. Children can explore their
creative side with crafts and romp in
the soft-play area. Information will
be available about camp, childcare
education and other Y programs.

A Birthday Party fun station will
add excitement to the day and a party
representative will be available to discuss theme ideas and options for
throwing an amazing fun-filled party
for your child. There will be membership specials and savings for those
who are interested in taking advantage of all the “Y” has to offer.
The “Y” is the nation’s leading
nonprofit committed to strengthening communities through youth development, healthy living and social
responsibility. Visit westfieldynj.org
to learn more about Westfield Area
“Y” programs. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.
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WESTFIELD-$600.00/MO.

Shared office space for rent in one
story office building located on
North Avenue. Bright front office
location.Conveniently located
walking distance to a nationwide
bank, close to downtown Westfield
and Cranford. FIOS Wireless,
desk, receptionist/telephone
answering service, take in mail
and packages, email monitoring if
desired, fax/copy machine,
dedicated parking, heat and
electricity included. Must provide
own telephone line and computer.
Call (908) 232-5775
FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake “Trainer To The
Stars” FIRMFLEX Total Body
Trainer. Complete Workout Exercise Bench. Space Saving Design. Adjustable Height and Resistance. Excellent Condition.
$100.Call(908)654-6091

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WINNER OF THE 200IM....Raider Nolan Kearns won the boys 200-Individual Medley with a time of 1:58.63 in the meet
between Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Westfield at Wallace Pool in Westfield on December 22. The Blue Devil boys won, 10763. See Alex Lowe’s complete story of the boys and girls meets in the January 1 issue.
PUBLIC NOTICCE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:
On Wednesday, January 7, 2015, at
7:30 p.m., a public hearing will be held by
the Planning Board of the Town of Westfield
in the Council Chambers at the Municipal
Building, 425 Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey on the application of Elshiekh Enterprises LLC, located at 12 Via Vitale,
Kenilworth, New Jersey 07033 for minor
subdivision approval on property owned
by Eva and Joseph Rossi, located in the
RS-10 zone district, known as 613 South
Chestnut Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
also known as Block 3408, lot 28 on the
Westfield tax map. The object of the application is to obtain approval of a minor
subdivision to create two 50 foot by 100
foot lots from the existing 100 foot by 150
foot lot for purpose of constructing a singlefamily residence on each lot.
Applicant seeks variances from Sections 11.07E(1), 11.07E(2), 11.07E(2) and
11.07E(3), respectively, of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance to permit lot sizes of
7,497.13 and 7,497.14 square feet where
10,000 square feet are required, lot widths
of 50 feet where 70 feet are required, lot
area of 7,147.13 and 7,147.14 square feet
within 143 feet of depth where 10,000
square feet are required and frontage of 50
feet where 70 feet are required.
Additionally, applicant requests such
additional variances, waivers or exceptions as the Board may require or grant.
This matter will be heard by the Westfield
Planning Board at a public hearing at 7:30
p.m., on Wedenesday, January 7, 2015, in
Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.
Any person or persons affected by this
matter may have an opportunity to be
heard at said meeting.
Copies of the application and plans are
on file and may be examined at the Department of Public Works Building, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey
07090 during that office’s regular business
hours.
Robert F. Renaud, Esq.
Palumbo & Renaud, Esqs.
Attorneys for Elshiekh Enterprises LLC
190 North Avenue East
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 12/25/14, The Leader Fee: $48.96

WF ‘Y’ Has 5 Flyers Compete
At National Jr. Olympics
Five athletes from the Westfield
Area “Y” Flyers Track Club were
among the more than 3,400 athletes
that competed at the Cross-Country

Rao – 232nd and new club record
The Westfield Area “Y” Flyers
Track Club is a USATF certified club
that serves over 700 athletes through-

ALL AMERICAN...Eamon Mason, Flyers’ first cross-country All-American.

National Junior Olympics on December 13 in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. Three Club records were established and Eamon Mason was named
an All-American, the first Flyer to
earn that honor in cross-country.
FLYER COMPETITORS:
Age 7-8 Boys’ Division (214 runners): Eamon Mason – 16th place
and new club record; Andrew Vilarin
– 98th – 9:02 (7:17/mi pace); David
Sanchez – 122nd – 9:16 (7:28/mi
pace); Age 9-10 Boys’ Division (299
runners): Griffin Murphy – 112th
and new club record; Ages 11-12
Boys Division (363 runners): Ronit

out the year. For more information,
please contact the club at:
www.yflyerstrackclub.com, or contact Greg Hatzisavvas at (908) 2332700 x251.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

2. The fee for a permit to construct a
sign shall be as follows:
(a)
Facade signs shall be $4.00 per
square foot.
(b) Fees for freestanding signs shall be
$4.00 $6.00 per square foot for the first 100
square feet, $3.00 $4.75 per square foot
for the next 400 square feet and $2.00
$3.50 per square foot thereafter.
(c) Fees for ground signs or wall signs
shall be $1.00 $3.00 per square foot for
the first 100 square feet, $1.50 $2.10 per
square foot for the next 400 square feet
and $1.00 per square foot thereafter.

MISCELLANEOUS FEE NOTICE
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE In Accordance
with Chapter 8 entitled Building and Housing Section 8-1.3 Fees, n. General Provision 12. In the event that the Department of
Community Affairs determines the need to
add, increase or delete, any of the aforementioned fees, the fee schedule of the
Department of Inspection for the Township
of Scotch Plains shall be automatically
adopted and the new fees implemented
accordingly, and published in the official
township newspaper.
Bozena Lacina, RMC
Municipal Clerk
Note: New Fees are listed in BOLD
8-1.3 Fees.
a. Township Fees.
1. Plan Review Fee: The fee for plan
review shall be twenty (20%) percent of the
amount to be charged for a new construction permit, except that elevator device
plan review shall be as in paragraph k.
below.
2.
Fees for new construction are as
follows:
(a) For new construction and additions,
the fees are based on volume in cubic feet.
The fee shall be $0.04 per cubic foot. The
minimum fee shall be $200.00 for use R-5
and $300.00 for all other use groups.
(b) Fees for new construction shall be
based upon the volume of the structure.
Volume shall be computed in accordance
with N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.28. The new construction fee shall be in the amount of
$0.04 per cubic foot of volume for buildings
and structures of all use groups and types
of construction.
(c)
Fees for renovations, alterations
and repairs shall be based upon the estimated cost of the work. The fee shall be in
the amount of $35.00 per $1,000.00 with a
minimum fee of $75.00. For the purpose of
determining estimated cost, the applicant
shall submit to the Township, such cost
data as may be available by the architect
or engineer of record, or by a recognized
estimating firm, or by the contractor. A
bonafide contractor’s bid, if available, shall
be estimated. The Township shall make
the final decision regarding estimated cost.
(d)
Fees for additions shall be computed on the same basis as for new construction for the added portion.
(e) Fees for combination renovations,
additions and heating devices not in conjunction with the primary heating source,
which include but are not limited to, fireplaces, zero-clearance fireplaces, wood
burning stoves and the like, shall compute
as the sum of the fees computed separately in accordance with items (c) and (d)
above.
(f)
The fee for tents, in excess of 900
square feet, or more than 30 feet in dimension shall be $100.00. $129.00

g. The fee for plan review of a building
for compliance under the alternate systems and nondepletable energy source
provisions of the energy subcode shall be:
1. $275.00 $383.00 for one- and twofamily homes (R-5 Use Groups) and for
light commercial structures having the indoor temperature controlled from a single
point, and $1,370.00 $1915.00 for all
other structures.
h. Variations.
1.
The fee for an application for a
variation in accordance with N.J.A. 5:232.10 shall be:
2.
$595.00 $821.00 for Class I
structures and $120.00 for Class II and III
structures. The fee for resubmission of an
application for a variation shall be $230.00
for Class I structures and $100.00 $168.00
for Class II and III structures.

Lead Hazard Abatement Work.
j.
1. The fee for lead hazard abatement
work shall be $140.00 $196.00.
2.
The fee for a lead abatement
clearance certification shall be $28.00
$39.00.
(h)

Plan Review Fees—6 and 7:
Single family access use
Group R2.................................
$ 50.00 $70.00ea.
........ Use Group R3 and R4....................
$ 50.00 $70.00 ea.
........ All other use groups......................
$260.00 $365.00 ea.
m.
Annual Permits. The fee to be
charged for an annual construction permit
shall be charged annually. This fee shall
be a flat fee based upon the number of
maintenance workers who are employed
by the facility, and who are primarily engaged in work that is governed by subcode.
Managers, engineers and clerical shall not
be considered maintenance workers for
the purpose of establishing the annual
construction permit fee. Annual permits
may be issued for building/fire protection,
electrical and plumbing. Fees shall be as
follows:
1.
1-25 workers (including foreman)
shall be $670.00 $933.00/worker. Each
additional worker over 25 workers shall be
$230.00 $329.00/worker.
2. Prior to the issuance of the annual

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

permit, a training registration fee of $140.00
$196.00 per subcode shall be submitted
by the applicant to the Department of Community Affairs, Construction Code Element,
Training Section, along with a copy of the
Construction Permit (Form F- 170). Checks
shall be made payable to “Treasurer, State
of New Jersey.”
n. General Provisions.
1. Receipt of a fully completed application for a permit, signed by the applicant, is
a prerequisite for issuance and to conduct
inspections.
2. All fees set forth herein shall cover
the cost of two (2) inspections made on
any one (1) application.
3.
Each additional inspection on any
one (1) application shall require a minimum re-inspection fee of $75.00.
4. An authorized representative of the
applicant, as well as the licensed contractors representative (plumbing and electric
subcodes) shall be present at the work site
for each inspection to be made.
5.
After-working hours or Saturday
inspections may be scheduled at the discretion of the inspector. The charge shall
be $100.00 per hour with a two (2) hour
minimum in addition to the fees set forth in
this chapter. Payments shall be made payable to the Township of Scotch Plains.
6. The estimated cost (value) of work
for any subcode shall include all costs
associated with the project, (N.J.A.C. 5:232.14). The costs shall include all labor,
materials and contractors profit. The
amounts entered on the permit application
forms are subject to review by the Construction Official, who may approve or
modify them as necessary using the latest
addition of the Means Cost Data Guide.
7. The Construction Official shall, with
the advice of the subcode officials, prepare and submit to the Township Council
biannually, a report recommending a fee
schedule based on the operating expenses
of the agency, and any other expenses of
the municipality fairly attributable to the
enforcement of the State Uniform Construction Code Act.
8. In order to provide for their training,
certification, and technical support programs required by the Uniform Construction Code Act and the regulations, the
enforcing agency shall collect, in addition
to the fees specified above, a surcharge
fee of $.00265 per cubic foot of volume of
new construction (new buildings and additions) and a surcharge fee of $1.35 per
$1,000.00 times the cost of the alteration.
9. The fee of $50.00 $64.00 per hour
or part thereof shall be charged for all plan
review revisions. Said fee shall be remitted
to the Township of Scotch Plains at the
time of the revision. No revision shall be
released until payment is received by the
township.
1 T - 12/25/14, The Times Fee: $167.79

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Sierra Club to Hear
Talk on Bluebirds
AREA — The Sierra Club
Loantaka Group will present Frank
Budney, president of the New Jersey
Bluebird Society, at its meeting on
Wednesday, January 14, from 7:30 to
9 p.m. The meeting will take place at
The Library of the Chathams, located at 214 Main Street, Chatham.
Mr. Budney will discuss the
Society’s work to educate the public
about, conserve and promote bluebirds and other cavity nesting birds in
New Jersey. He will talk about how
urban parks and fragmented forests
and other habitats can be used to
increase the bluebird population.
Many bluebird nesting boxes can be
seen in the Great Swamp.
This meeting will be free and open
to the public. For more information,
call (908) 233-2414, go to
newjersey.sierraclub.org/loantaka or
e-mail loantakasc@gmail.com.
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CLASSIFIEDS
DIR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES

CONDO FOR RENT-CRANFORD

First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm St in Westfield,
has a part-time position for a
Director of Music Ministries.
Interested applicants should
have past church experience in
music ministry; be familiar with
a blended style of worship and
be able to use a variety of music
traditions
and
styles.
Please send your resume along
with a cover letter to
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net,
or mail to
170 Elm St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
Attn: Rev. M. Castaneda

1 BR/1 bath condo in park-like
setting, walk to train/town
center, $1,300/mo plus $1,950
security, no pets, credit check,
(908) 317-9788

CHILDCARE NEEDED

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES
Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices
Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available
(908) 510-2542

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out, Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

SNOW PLOWING SERVICE

Snow Plowing for the region.
Call or text Phil at
(908) 246-9448
AFTER SCHOOL SITTER

After school sitter needed in
Westfield home. Includes driving
kids (2) home from school, homework help, and driving to activities. Call/Text: (908) 230-7196

Lindabury and CSH Team
Up For Holiday Season
WESTFIELD — The law firm of
Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook
& Cooper, P.C., has again teamed
up with its client Children’s Specialized Hospital, of Mountainside,
to host a contest that gives young
patients of the hospital an opportunity to use their creative talent.
Seven children from the Outpatient Brain Injury Program in
Mountainside submitted drawings
in this year’s contest. Employees of
Lindabury voted for their favorite
drawing, which has been reproduced as the firm’s holiday card.
This year the firm chose two winners, Daniel and Parris, and their
art has been sent on a holiday card
to more than 4,000 clients and
friends of the firm.
On December 1, Lindabury
Shareholder Edward J. Frisch visited Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside and presented
all of the contributing artists with

awards for their drawings. The firm
provided presents to all of the children who participated.
“We love this program and are
very fortunate that the hospital continues to team up with us year after
year to make it happen,” said Mr.
Frisch. “It’s a great way to approach
the holidays with the achievements
of young children in mind.”
Children’s Specialized Hospital
serves children affected by brain
and spinal cord injuries, premature
birth, autism and developmental
delays and life-changing illnesses.
Children’s Specialized Hospital has
10 sites throughout New Jersey and
treats 20,000 children each year,
making it the largest pediatric rehabilitation system of its kind in the
nation.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTIELD
PLANNING BOARD
&
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
RE- ORGANIZATION
MEETING DATES 2015
In Compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board and Board of Adjustment
wish to advise the public of the following
re-organization meetings to be held on the
following dates at 7:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.
Formal action may be taken.
Planning Board
Board of Adjustment

January 7, 2014
January 12, 2014

Agenda materials for consideration at
these meetings will be on file in the Planning Office, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Administrative Secretary
1 T - 12/25/14, The Leader Fee: $24.48

YOUNG TALENT...Two participants of the coloring contest, Gkobi Hansford,
left, and Jaiden Braswell, are joined by Edward Frisch, Esq., a shareholder with
the law firm of Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook & Cooper, P.C. The firm once
again teamed up with Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside to host the
contest for young patients at the hospital.

SHOPPING STARTS IN THE PAGES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2015 MEETING SCHEDULE
NOTICE that the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield will meet in Conference
Session, at which meeting the public may
attend and make comments, and address
Council to discuss and consider matters of
public business, upon which no formal
action will then be taken but which may
subsequently be acted upon in a regular
Council Meeting, on the following dates in
2015 in the Administrative Conference
Room in the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
7:00 p.m., the said dates being the following Tuesdays:
January 13 and 27
February 10 and 24
March 10 and 24
April 14 and 28
May 12 and 26
June 9 and 23
July 14
August 18
September 8 and 22
October 6 and 20
November 10 and 24
December 8
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield will meet
in regular public meeting, at which the
public may attend and participate, on the
following dates in 2015 in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
at 8:00 p.m. and will meet in the adjacent
Council Conference Room for a preliminary meeting before the regular meeting at
7:45 p.m., which the public may also attend, the said meeting dates being the
following Tuesdays:
January 13 and 27
February 10 and 24
March 10 and 24
April 14 and 28
May 12 and 26
June 9 and 23
July 14
August 18
September 8 and 22
October 6 and 20
November 10 and 24
December 8
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
1 T - 12/25/14, The Leader Fee: $48.45

He knows
where to go
to get the

BEST

RESULTS

In shopping, as in fishing, the secret to success
lies largely in knowing WHERE to go to get
the best results. The experienced angler
“picks his spots” carefully on the basis of
the best advance information he can
get. The experienced shopper does the
same thing. Scans the ads in this paper to
find out exactly who’s got what for sale and for
how much … uses the advertising columns as the
tried-and-trusted guide to the best “buys” in town.
Thus this paper renders a double service … valuable
alike to the shopper who wants to buy wisely and
to the advertiser who wants to sell well!

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood
TIMES
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
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Honor Roll

Park Middle School - 1st Marking Period

COUNCILING FIRST GRADERS...Last week Councilman Mark LoGrippo
visited Mrs. Susan Arkin’s first grade class to speak to them about what it is like
to be a Councilman in Westfield. The class, which includes Councilman
LoGrippo’s daughter, recently covered local government and Mrs. Arkin thought
it would be nice to have a local representative speak to the class.

Union Catholic Seniors
Named NJ Rising Scholars
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catholic High School is proud to announce
that seniors Onyinye Ibekwe of
Plainfield, Sasha Lofton of Scotch
Plains, and Sydney Shumate of Union
have been selected as recipients of the
2014 New Jersey Rising Scholars Student Recognition Award.
The New Jersey Rising Scholars Student Recognition Program was established by the New Jersey Department
of Education, in collaboration with the
New Jersey Amistad Commission and
the Malcolm Bernard Historically Black
Colleges and Universities committee,
to honor the academic achievement of
high school seniors from diverse back-

grounds who are interested in attending a Historically Black College or
University (HBCU). The criteria for
Rising Scholar students is attendance
at a New Jersey public, private or charter school, a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or
higher and a SAT score of 1350 or
above (based on 2400 maximum).
Each Rising Scholar has the opportunity to meet recruiters participating
in the Malcolm Bernard HBCU College Fair from which they may be able
to receive application fee waivers. They
may also be eligible for one of several
$1,000 HBCU Rising Scholar Fund
Scholarships to be announced in the
spring of 2015.

SP Native Wins Prize for
Mill Mountain Zoo Project
BLACKSBURG, V.A. – Virginia
Tech senior construction engineering
and management and building construction majors in the Myers-Lawson
School of Construction spent fall semester collaborating with students in
the College of Natural Resources and
Environment to develop proposals to
upgrade and expand four animal exhibits at the Mill Mountain Zoo in
Roanoke, Virginia, as a design/build
capstone course project.
The zoo, a non-profit organization,
may use the proposals created by the
class to solicit donations to implement
elements of the designs, said Chriss
Davies-Ross, president of the board of
directors of Mill Mountain Zoo.
The interdisciplinary initiative was
launched in spring 2014 when students
in a senior capstone course on conservation biology in the Department of
Fish and Wildlife Conservation identified the potential to improve the design
of certain animal exhibits at the zoo in
order to better educate the public on the
importance of the zoo animals for survival of the same species in the wild.
For the students, the project allowed
them to hone proposal and presentation skills they will need once they
graduate while they give back to the
community by helping the zoo with
planning and fundraising activities.
The project also forced them to think
outside of the box and to work
collaboratively across disciplinary
boundaries to ensure that the redesigned exhibits created opportunities
to educate the public about the habits
of the animals in the wild and ensured
animal safety and well-being.
The Mill Mountain Zoo, originally

opening in 1952, is currently operated
and funded by the non-profit Blue Ridge
Zoological Society. The zoo is home to
more than 175 animals, including 21
vulnerable species, and is accredited
by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums — one of only three accredited
zoos in Virginia.
Students in the design/build capstone
course were divided into nine teams of
five student each. Each team prepared
a proposal for one of four animal exhibits: red pandas, marmosets, vultures,
and a cougar/lynx exhibit. The Mill
Mountain Zoo's space is constrained
and creative design is required to expand exhibits. Each team prepared a
binder and presentation to summarize
their work. In addition, they prepared
marketing materials for the zoo to use
including posters, flyers, and brochures,
as well as video "walk-throughs" of
their proposed design and three-dimensional models.
In early December, each team presented their final proposal to members
of the Blue Ridge Zoological Society
board, the Mill Mountain Zoo
zookeeper, the Myers-Lawson School
of Construction Industry Board, and
Myers-Lawson School of Construction faculty and students.
From these presentations, the top
proposals were selected for a cash prize.
First place received $1000, second received $500, and both third place teams
received $250.
The winning team members presented a proposal for the marmoset
exhibit and included Brendan Farrell
of Scotch Plains, a construction engineering and management major.

HOUR OF CODE...Students at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield celebrated Computer Science Education Week (December 8-12) by participating in
The Hour of Code. The Hour of Code is a self-guided one-hour introduction to
computer science and programming. Working in small groups, the students used
basic code to solve puzzles on the website Tynker. Pictured from left are fifth
graders Brady Meusel, Mason LaConti, Micaela Cortese, and Nick Disarro.

The Catholic Academy that makes a
difference in your child’s life.

Open House
Sunday, January 25, 1 – 3 PM
21st Century Learning
Middle States Accredited
Grades Pre-K through 8 Extended
ded Care Programs
Full Day Pre-K and Kindergarten
Safe, Faith-filled Environment
Class of 2014 earned over
$200,000 in high school scholarships
ips
2032 Westfield Avenue Scotch Plains,
i NJ 07076
908.322.4265
www.stbacademy.org
St. Bartholomew Academy

STRIVE

BUILD

ACHIEVE

Sixth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Elizabeth Acevedo, Kristen Adams,
Kyra Antonello, Zachary Billotto,
Abigail Binaday, Lauren Brenner,
Marissa Burton, Gabriel Carrascoso,
Luke Checchio, Emma Chichester,
Kaelie Chung, Haley Cino, Abigail
Conklin, John Michael Cristobal,
Rhythm Desai, Amit Deshpande,
Jonathan Dionisio, Christian Estevez,
Alexander Fazzino, Daniel Ferrone,
Owen Ferrone, Claire Fisher, Dennis
Gannon, Sai Gedela, Paul Harris, Elisa
Herstatt, Seth Jahnke, Sean Kennedy,
Hannah Kriney, Sean Lage, Sophia
Lama, Rebecca Lancaster, Jolie
Lubalin, Natalie Mikula, Jack Morel,
Brendan Mullany, Sabrina Negley,
Jayden Nyamiaka, Max Perone, Cory
Phillips, David Riedell, Amanda Rossi,
Chloe Rousseau, Emma Route,
Nicolas Ruggiero, Jessica Schramm,
Alessandra Serio, Margaret Smith,
Nicholas Tittanegro, Benjamin Tucker,
David Wernsing, Morgan Whitney,
Quinn Williamson, Justin Zimmerman
Regular Honor Roll
Grace Abdy, Makaila Acampora,
Chloe Alce, Adam Ali, Mia Aponte,
Rachel Ash, Kotey Ashie, Kayla Avila,
Lydia Baik, Anjila Banks, Lindsey
artley, Ethan Berkman, Hunter Birch,
Dylan Bordman, Joshua Bordman,
Brandon Bowles, Benjamin Brenner,
Erika Bretz, Sydney Byers, Olivia
Calcaterra, Hunter Cardenas, Justin
Chan, Christopher Ciccarello, Devin
Cooke, Vincent Cucci,
Eric
Cunningham, Meredith Czurlanis,
Joseph Decker, Shannon Downey,
Matthew Drubulis, Ryan Duthie,
Camila Estrada, Colin Fanning, David
Farin, Mary Fazzino, Lenore
Ferguson, Besnik Ferizi, Olivia Fiore,
Jacob Fleischer, Olivia Fletcher, Joseph Gale, Joshua Garcia, Jade
Glassman, Jackeline Guallpa, Nicholas Hale, Ava Hausle, Ryen Hoover,
Lauren Iarussi, Victor Johnson, Ian
Joshua, Ibraheem Khan, Paul
Koizumi, Shelby Kumpf, Megan
Lahetta, David Laney, Maura Leahy,
Cynthia Liang, Joseph Linder, Matthew London, Dallas Lorenzetti, Jordan Lowe, Raul Lugo, Lucas Mackey,
Liam Mahr, Matthew Manatakis,
Jordan Matty, William Mauer,
Amanda Mayer, Lauren McGovern,
Patricia McHugh, Kali McKinney,
Jordan McQuoid, Hadley Moran,
Holly Nelson, Sabrina Ngu, Griffin
Nobile, Brendan Ong, Elias
Pahountis, Kayla Paprocki, Ethan
Pawelec, Maximilian Pelosi, Faith
Price, Lucien Prophete, Hana
Ramjohn, Dean Rash, Kaitlyn Reilly,
Brian Roessle, Hadley Rose,
Catherine Rozanas, Dillon Ryan,
Gianna Salgado, William Schetelich,
Erica Schindler, Simone Schomberg,
Daniel Sicinski, Mateusz Sierant,
Olivia Sorge, Sydney Sprechman,
Sukriti Srinivasa, Nicolette Stanko,
Madison-Anne StaRosa, Nicholas
Susino, Justin Tran, Jamie Valian,
Abraham Valverde, Tyler Ventura,
Alexa Vierschilling, Andrew Villardi,
Allison Vlkovic, Thomas Von
Oehsen, Cheyenne Way-Hawkins,
Cadence Weiss, Hayden Widder,
Jonathan Wiener, Taylor Winslow,
Zackery Wong, Madelyn Yessman,
Aidan Young
Seventh Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Nicholas Alber, Gabrielle Aloe,
Kaitlyn Amato, Taylor Anthony,
Julianna Blanco, Jaedan BlechingerSlocum, Morgan Brown, Nicole
Brozak, Kristen Buro, Lucas
Carinhas, Catherine Carter, Summer
Carver, Lea Cerini, Katherine
Chouinard, Julie Ciccarino, Nicole
DeFrancesco, Julianna Domiciano,
Christopher Downey, Matthew
Dreyfus, Colin Dwyer, Sean Fanning,
Isabella Fiore, Michaela Genty,
Abigail Germinder, Thomas Glastal,
Jada Gomillion, Emily Granville,
Akhil Gundra, Himanee Hendre,
Olivia Hobbs, Ethan Jeon, Malcolm
Kahora, Lauren Kieltyka, Ryan
Lamberta, Ashleigh Lancaster,
Hannah Lancaster, Jessica Lancaster,
Erin Lay, Elizabeth Ley, Joseph Li,
Antonio Lomonte, Valeria Macchini,
Aleezah Madraswalla, Raion
Magallanes, Kyle Marquardt,
Sandeep Mukherjee, John O'Connor,
Katelyn Perez, Philleshia PershaySpearman, Erin Polak, Grace
Ponterio, Esteban Quinones, Aryan
Ravishankar, Isabella Richardson,

UCHS Hosts Annual
December Blood Drive
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catholic (UC) High School, along with
Blood Drive moderator Mr. Edward
Thornton ’04 and the New Jersey
Blood Services, hosted a blood drive
on December 9. UC had 79 presenting donors, including alumni, faculty, parents, and community members. This collection will potentially
help 164 patients.
Statistically, one out of every three
people will need blood at some point
in their lives, which is why UC is
strongly dedicated to increasing
awareness for this cause. A second
blood drive will be hosted during this
school year, on March 10, 2015. All
eligible candidates are strongly encouraged to participate. For general
information regarding medical eligibility visit www.nybloodcenter.org.

Dana Ricketts, Patrick Ritter, Cassie
Robinson, Sean Rogers, Melissa
Rosahl, Alexia Ross, Aaron
Seidenberg, Matthew Skolar, Skylar
Stagaard, Giana Stepan, Maya
Sutterlin, Madison Toll, Grace White,
Kaelah Wiggins, Chloe Yang,
Samantha Yip, Julia Yu, Maia
Zaborowski, Zachary Zaller
Regular Honor Roll
Sandra Abdelmalak, Katina
Ackerman, Amira Aliane, Eden Austin, Meghan Aversa, Lauren
Azzarello, Michael Besante,
Alexandra Boylan, William Brady,
Briel Mark, Francis Gabriel Buison,
Charles Bunin, Remy Cardarelli,
Sofia Casimiro, Ian Celardo, Alexa
Chan, Ryan Ciarrocca, Garret
Clausen, Jordan Clement, Alberto
Collado Diaz, Braedon Cooke,
Michael Couso, Mia Craven, Sabrina
Cruz, Devon Danielovich, Robert
Dencker, Madison Diamond, Michael
DiFrancesco, Gabriel Donatelli,
Kayleigh Downey, Jessica Eggert,
Joseph Elkin, Daniel Emiliani, Nicholas Giamella, Isabelle Gilles, Kayla
Giuffi, Kyle Goldfarb, Emily Grill,
Christina Gubernat, Ryan Gumpel,
Jake Hahn, Aidan Hickey, Sarah
Horn, Patrick Howard, Christos
Ioannidis, Kyle Isolda, Nicholas
Januszanis, Emelyne Johns, Samuel
Johnson, Nicole Kenny, Gabrielle
Khan, Nicholas LaFerrera, Charles
Levine, Neena Lomuscio, Joy Lytch,
Aidan Maloney, James Maloney,
Caden Mari, Christopher McArdle,
Ian McCormack, Robert Mebes,
Owen Murphy, Shane Murphy, Tejas
Nimkar, Kayla Nitti, Kelly Nitti,
Cassidy Novello, Emma O'Brien,
Amanda Palhares, Alyssa Pankiewitz,
Tatiana Perea, Christina Pham, Christian Ramalho, Gabriella Ramos, Sarah Rata, Kyle Remo, Kyle Rigney,
William Robertson, Felipe Rodrigues,
Olivia Rodriguez, Dominick
Romano, Lucas Route, Noah Samms,
Carolina Samuelian, Samantha
Samuelian, Julianna Scarcella,
Alanah Scott, Megan Sheehy, Oliver
Sherry, Carly Spellman, Gabrielle
Stratton, Mia Striegel, Elora
Tamburri, Michael Tardi, Emma
Thumann, Ethan Tsvayberg, Michael
Urbano, Sean Vlkovic, Devin
Warbeck, Ryan Ward, Kaylah Webb,
Brian Weideli, Jayson WilliamsJohnson, Harrison Wustefeld, Keri
Yang, Olivia Zambrio
Eighth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Grace Ahlin, Persis Baah, Paolo
Antonio Bayotas, Jeffrey Brenner,
Thomas Brown, Freya Natasha
Buison, Michelle Cagnassola, Kevin
Calabria, Matthew Carrascoso,
Saniya Dalvi, Ashley Diamond,
Gabrielle Dickstein, Jaylen Evans,
Bryan Fang, Nicole Ferguson,
Alexandra Fischmann, Alexa Garrett,
Theodore Giandana, Elizabeth
Goldstein, Eshita Kar, Katherine
Koch, Alexandra Lahetta, Julia
Lomonte, Ryan Metzger, Massimo
Modica, Courtney Norteman, Victoria
O'Connor, Conor Peterson, Cassandra
Pomponio, Maryam Ramjohn,
Eleanor Richard, Kara Schramm,
Katelyn Scobee, Alan Shao, Paul
Szanto, Veronica Vergara, Nicholas
Watterson
Regular Honor Roll
Ryan Ackerman, Josiah Baik,
Amanda Ball, Ashley Barros, Lauren
Barth, Haley Birch, Jason Bisgay,
Christian Blanco, Jamie Ann
Bonaccorso, Laura Brady, William
Burns, Kyle Burton, Kara Bush,
Gianna Calligy, Marcello Cappuccio,
Gianna Cassara, Alan Chen, Mia
Cimino, Sarah Citarella, Joshua
Cohen, Madison Coleman, Patrick
Cuccurullo, Jessica DeBellis, Riley
DeProspero, Stefanie
DeVizio,
Annabelle Dionisio, Nicholas
Dionisio, Meghan Duthie, Jessica
Edelman, Hope Edwards, Angelea
Elenis, Zachary Evangelista, Casey
Ferguson, Benjamin Fleischer, Jessica Friebely, Madison Gal, William
Gale, Brandon Garcia, Samuel Goetz,
Vadim Gorbaty, Sarah Gorman, Brandon Green, Vanessa Handy, Cassidy
Haugh, Madison Haugh, Olivia
Hausle, Christopher Hedden, Jake
Hogan, Erin Hopkins, Payton Howell,
Shoshana Isaacs, Aayush Jha, Ryan
Johnson, John Kaminskas, Dimitrios
Kastanos, Jonathon Koseoglu, Timothy Lamberta, Kaitlyn Lamendola,
Ava Leichtling, Justin Lo, Ricardo
Lopez, Hannah Lyman, Casandra
Martoccia, Jared Mascioli, Anton
Mayorenko, Graham McAlindin,
Shannon McCreesh, Rae Mikula,
Kaylee Moniz, Spencer Moran, Jake
Murphy, Chloe Nelson, Colin
O'Brien, Patrick O'Brien, Julia
Pankiewitz, Breanna Patino, Griffin
Pawelec, Shannon Persaud, Carter
Pomponio, Matthew Provini, Jack
Quinones, Kayla Reisberg, Daniel
Resnicoff, William Ricci, Colleen
Robinson, Rachel Rowen, Gerardo
Salgado-Rengifo, Nicole Scarano,
Jacob
Schulman,
Maya
Schwartzman, Erin Schwerdtfeger,
Kevin Sheil, Audrey Smith, Noah
Sokolsky, Saniya Sripada, Jacqueline
Stovall, Garrett Swaak, Kyle
Tannenbaum, Gustavs Teteris,
Maggie Traina, Mateo Velez, Joshua
Venick, Steven Verrastro, Dakota
Verrico, Maria Villeda, James Walsh,
Justin Walsh, Mekayla
White,
Charles Widder, Jovi Williams, Morgan Wilson, Elena Wollman

EMPOWERMENT… Eight sophomore girls from The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison attended the 11th Annual Young Women's Conference, My
Journey, My Voice: Empowering Young Women" on December 4. This year’s
theme was "Mean Stinks." Pictured with their certifcates, from left: Andrea
Tobar of South Plainfield, Shreya Sinha of Edison, Naya Shim of Warren, Carlin
Schildge of Westfield, Samantha Anastasiou of Scotch Plains, Sara Begalman of
Westfield, Marissa Pyne of Plainfield and Whitney Porter of North Plainfield.
These students will develop confidence in themselves and their abilities, and gain
the tools and skills necessary to create a positive impact in their schools and
communities. Being one of the “cool kids” and what it means to be “cool” was the
main focus and anti-bullying was also incorporated.

Saint Peter’s Prep
Announces Honor Roll
JERSEY CITY – James C.
DeAngelo, ’85, Principal of Saint
Peter’s Prep in Jersey City, has announced that the following local residents have attained honor roll status
for the first marking period of 20142015.
Fanwood: Daniel Harcourt, '15
earned First Honors. James Wright,
'16 earned an Honorable Mention.
Mountainside:
Andrew
Dellechiaie, '15, Daniel Dellechiaie,
'15, Sean Hess, '17, and Thomas
Hannan, '18 earned Second Honors.
Honorable Mention was attained by
Connor McGee, '17 and Keith
Schmidt, '18.
Scotch Plains: Kyle Kelly, '17,
Theo MacMillan, '17 and Matthew
Coyne, '18 earned First Honors. Kyle
Krutis, '15, Peter Tomljanovic, '15,
David Clancy, '16, Griffin Whitmer,
'16, John Vinci, '17, and Sean
FitzGibbon, '18 earned Second Honors. Honorable Mention was attained
by Tyler Kovacs, '15, Alex Sabatell,

'15, Brendan McEwen, '17, and Kenneth Einhorn, '18.
Westfield: William Fitzpatrick, '16,
John Lovito, '16, Stuart Callinan, '17,
Conor Larkin, '17, Owen Heim, '18,
and Brendan Kane, '18 earned First
Honors. Christopher Lee, '15, Robert Brancatella, '16, Daniel
Manganello, '17, Thomas Riley, '17,
Miles Brancatella, '18, Thomas
Gannaway, '18, and William Slaski,
'18 earned Second Honors. Honorable Mention was attained by Kerry
Boll, '15, Sean Mikovits, '17, Matthew Philips, '17, and Mark Schiavo,
'18.
First Honors is awarded to students
with an average of A or higher (4.0)
and no grade lower than a C. Second
Honors is awarded to students with
an average at or above the midpoint
between A and B+ (3.7) and no grade
lower than a C. Honorable Mention
is awarded to students with an average of B+ or higher (3.5) and no
grade lower than a C.

UCC President Named
To Executive Committee
CRANFORD – Union County College President Margaret M.
McMenamin has been named to the
New Jersey Council of County Colleges’(NJCCC) Executive Committee.
The NJCCC is the state association for
New Jersey’s 19 community colleges.
The Executive Committee includes
three community college presidents and
four community college trustees. They
will work to help shape statewide community college policies and projects.
These include implementation of the
Strategic Goals for Student Success,
collective efforts of all 19 community
colleges to improve student completion in associate degree and certificate
programs.
President McMenamin is joined by
Camden County College President
Raymond Yannuzzi and Cumberland
County College President Thomas

Isekenegbe. Camden County College
trustee Helen Albright has been elected
chair of the committee. The trustee
members of the Executive Committee
are Thomas Tighe of Middlesex
County College, who is vice chair;
Catherine McVicker of Raritan Valley
Community College; and Bakari G.
Lee of Hudson County Community
College.
The NJCCC is an independent,
trustee-headed organization that joins
the leadership of trustees and presidents to provide a voice for the community college sector before the state
legislature and other branches of government. It also is the state coordinating organization for all community colleges in New Jersey.
For more information about Union
County College, please visit
www.ucc.edu.

PAJAMA TRADITION...Over the years it has been a tradition at Christopher
Academy, The Montessori School, to celebrate the start of the winter season with
a Pajama Day. This is a special time wherein the children, faculty and staff don
their coziest pajamas and have a fun day leading into the holiday break. In an
effort to reach out to this community at large Christopher Academy instituted a
Children’s Pajama Drive with donations of children-sized pajamas to local
charities.

ST PAUL’S IN PAJAMAS...St. Paul's Day School participated in Scholastic's
6th-Annual Great Bedtime Story Pajama Drive which benefits Pajama Program.
Pajama Program is a nonprofit organization which provides new pjs and books
to children in need, especially those living in group homes, shelters, foster care
and orphanages. Pictured are some of the St. Paul's Day School students with a
sampling of the many, many pairs of pajamas collected.
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Douglas Layne Thanked for
Service to SP-F School Bd.
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the start of
the final Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting of 2014,
board members all thanked Douglas
Layne for his service to the board over
the last three years.
In a resolution read by Board President Trip Whitehouse, it was noted
that during his years of service Mr.
Layne served as liaison to the School
Boards Association, served on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education
Association Negotiations team, the
Policies Committee, the Finance
Committee and the Grievance Committee, and was the chairman of the
Facilities Committee.
Mr. Whitehouse stated that Mr.
Layne had “a dedication to excellence
in education and had a steadfast work
ethic.” Board member Karen
Kulikowski thanked Mr. Layne and
stated that she appreciated all of Mr.
Layne’s “input and dedication.”
Board Vice-President Nancy Bauer
stated, “With your honorability and
your judgment you have made a real
difference in our two communities.”
These sentiments were echoed by
all of the board members and ended
with Jeanne Cleary noting, “We came
on the board together and you have
brought such a wisdom to the board.
You make such important points while
always being a gentleman. Thank you
for your friendship and service.”
In closing, Mr. Layne thanked board
members for their kind words and
thanked the people of Scotch Plains
who voted for him three years ago.
Mr. Layne also thanked Donald Parisi,
who was on the board prior to Mr.
Layne. He noted that Mr. Parisi had
given him good advice and help when
he first came to the board. Mr. Layne
additionally thanked Fanwood resident Michael Lewis for “his thoughtfulness in asking questions about what
is going on in the district.”
In other business, Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Hayes gave a
presentation of the proposed 20152016 school calendar with 182 student days and 186 teacher days.
In this calendar, school is proposed
to open on Thursday, September 3,

2015, before Labor Day on Monday,
September 7, 2015. The last day is
proposed to be June 21, 2016. It also
was noted that three emergency days
are built into the calendar. The proposed calendar also states that if no
emergency days are needed schools
will be closed on May 27, 2016, which
is the Friday before Memorial Day. If
more days are needed beyond three
emergency days, then they are to be
taken from spring break starting on
April 1, 2016 and working back to
March 25, 2016. It was noted that the
full calendar can be downloaded from
the district’s website and that it will be
voted on in January 2015.
Joan Mast, assistant superintendent
of curriculum, instruction and technology, gave a brief presentation of a
school performance report as mandated by the state.
According to the report, 89.7 percent of overall district targets were
met. She also noted that in this particular assessment student groups
must have 30 or more students to be
reflected in the study. She stated that
this report was mandated because
some of the schools in the district fall
under the definition of being a Title
One School. Ms. Mast said that although not all schools qualify as a
Title One School or a Fair Funded
School, the report was done on all
schools in the district.
Ms. Mast noted that the Target Action Plan to come from the report
includes continuous review of all available student data, providing student
growth objectives and familiarizing
students with Partership for Assessment of Readiness for College and
Careers (PARCC) assessment tools.
She added that all improvement plans
from this report can be found on the
district’s website.
The next board of education meeting will be held on Tuesday, January
6, 2015, at 7:30 p.m., in the administration building on Evergreen Avenue
and Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.
This will be the board’s annual reorganizational meeting, where newlyelected board member Evan Murray
and incumbents Jeanne Cleary and
Warren McFall will be sworn in for
three-year terms.

YOUNG AUTHOR... Aliza Riaz of Fanwood, a first grader at The WardlawHartridge School in Edison, shares her book with classmates and parents at the
First Grade Publishing Party on December 12. The students selected a topic, wrote
and illustrated pages to create their first published work. Parents were invited to
the first grade classrooms to share in this special accomplishment.

Holiday Show Put On by
W-H Middle School Students
EDISON – The Middle School
students provided a stellar evening
of entertainment at the winter concert on December 11. Performances by the sixth grade band
and choir, seventh and eighth grade
band and choir, boys' and girls'
choirs, flute ensemble and jazz
band thrilled a packed house in the
AP Room.
The performance included sixth
grade choir solos by Simone
Erachshaw of Iselin, Emma
Jacobson of Metuchen, Talia
Jacobson of Metuchen, Jason Kisare
of Bridgewater, Kyler Montague of
West Orange, Nadia Valcourt of
South Plainfield, Mikayla Cole of
Plainfield, John Papetti of Elizabeth and Giulia Pinelli of Westfield.
The seventh and eighth grade choir
featured solos by Aanandi

Murlidharan of Edison, Kallie
Schildge of Westfield, Robert
Brandl of Plainfield, Svanik Dani
of Edison, Lily Helander of
Fanwood, Logan Hill of Dayton,
Shane Kornecki of Colonia, Anna
O’Connell of Plainfield and Sydney
Rose of North Plainfield.
Santa Claus made a surprise appearance during the seventh and
eighth grade choir performance of
'Twas the Night Before Christmas.
The man in the big red suit handed
out candy canes to patrons and
danced with the choir before returning to the North Pole to finish
his holiday work.
The Middle School students were
guided by band director Rick
Fontaine, music director Shannon
Caldwell and accompanied on piano by Laurie Clancy.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

“Exodus: Gods and Kings”
And Frogs, too
2 & ½ popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

film critic

Filmgoers expecting some worldchanging revelation from Ridley
Scott’s retelling of how Moses led
the Israelites out of bondage will
probably be disappointed by “Exodus: Gods and Kings.” Save for the
usual dabs of poetic license that no
iconic saga can escape when given
the epic movie treatment, it is apparent that the director’s chief impetuses
are tradition and responsibility. As
such, combined with the best special
effects we mortals can conjure some
34 centuries after the real miracles
were to have taken place, he is largely
successful.
Still, if of an age, the rules and
customs of popular culture demand
that you make at least a respectful
comparison to Cecil B. DeMille’s
“The Ten Commandments” (1956),
heretofore the accepted filmic representation,
its
chided
Hollywoodization notwithstanding.
It sure gained my little kid reverence
when it became one of only two movies the whole family attended en
masse: ‘This must be important.’ I
somehow doubt Mr. Scott’s CGI-enhanced rendition will leave as indelible an image on my contemporary
counterparts as that cast-of-thousands
version did on me.
In any case, watching this latest
take on the Biblical tale, one can’t
help but anticipate how the director
will present each storied bit of divine
intervention…with a special keenness reserved for the famed parting
of the Red Sea. I think even the most
devout atheists would be miffed if a
completely scientific explanation
were proffered to explain the celebrated phenomenon. Of course you
know what’s at the nub of all this.
Aye, the eternal question, to be argued ad nauseam by believers and
non-believers until, well, you know.
In this regard, while Scott, working
from a script by a coterie of writers,
likes to leave some things to interpretation, some to speculation, and others
shrouded in mystery, he pretty much
goes by The Book. Rather edifying,
though, are the interesting conjectures
regarding the folkways, mores, architecture and costumes of the era. Panoramic views of Memphis, the ancient
Egyptian capital, spreading out from
palace to hovels, add a provocative
sense of time and place.
But the central focus is on Moses,
capably portrayed by Christian Bale.
While depicted as duly conflicted
and skeptical after learning of his
true heritage, emphasis on his status
as a supremely successful Egyptian
general and warrior plays into the
pragmatic aspects of his role as emancipator of the Hebrews. Uncomfortably sharing with Ramses (Joel
Edgerton) the Pharaoh Seti’s (John
Turturro) paternalistic dedication, his

transition to prophet of at least three
major religions is handled with due
diligence.
He’s also one tough customer,
which, while sure to please the thrillsand-spills crowd, reminds us just how
much Sturm und Drang there is in
The Bible. Big battle scenes with lots
of graphic smiting splashed across
vast dessert landscapes complement
the military strategizing, whilst back
in separate camps both sides lay the
groundwork for Mr. Machiavelli’s
theorems. Oh, and lest we forget about
that other mysterious power that
makes the world go-round, Moses,
courtesy of Zipporah (Maria
Valverde), also takes time to supply
the scenario with a love story.
But, just in case neither love nor
war does it for you, long before Universal Pictures found an audience for
horror, we had the plagues. Yep,
there’s all ten of ‘em here. Count
‘em, ten, including those croaking
frogs, which, while not as bad as
water turning to blood or having boils
erupt all over you, are still pretty
ugly. Think about it. Sayeth the Scripture: “And the river shall bring forth
frogs abundantly…which shall go
into thy house and into thy
bedchamber… and into thine ovens,
and into thy kneading troughs.” Into
my kneading trough? Yipes! Now,
that’s icky.
Technically, it couldn’t be much
more convincing. Problem is, most
of us aren’t sure what we want from
this retelling. To complain that there
is no new insight is at best naïve. It
might just be enough to recognize
that it is good form for each succeeding generation to iterate and study
the foundations of our culture from a
present-minded point of view.
That said, there is one nail that
comes up from the floorboards. Most
curiously, the deity, who only Moses
can see and hear, is depicted as a bald,
11-year-old British boy (Isaac
Andrews), and a wrathful little fellow at that. Doubtless, filmmaker
Scott was trying to say something
profound. Gosh knows what. But I
wouldn’t mind sitting in on a dissection of this artistic eccentricity in
some cozy little college town
pub…fireplace ablaze, mug in hand.
I have just the sweater.
Otherwise, like religion itself, how
one reacts to this essentially solid,
epical undertaking is vastly personal.
I’m filing “Exodus: Gods and Kings”
under, “Glad I saw it, but won’t watch
it again when it plays the tube.” However, I am going to look into buying
a cover for my kneading trough.
***
“Exodus: Gods and Kings,”
rated PG-13, is a Twentieth Century Fox release directed by Ridley
Scott and stars Christian Bale, Joel
Edgerton and Maria Valverde.
Running time: 150 minutes
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Pingry Junior Selected for
Paper Mill Show Choir

POPCORN

By Michael S. Goldberger

Thursday, December 25, 2014

PAJAMAS IN NEED...As part of the Scholastic Bedtime Story Pajama Drive,
Tamaques second grade teacher Mrs. Gundrum spearheaded an effort for all
Tamaques second grade classes which resulted in collecting over 80 new pajamas
for children in need at local shelters and foster homes.

Muñoz Bill to Alleviate
Chronic Flooding Wins
Assembly Approval
TRENTON – Legislation sponsored
by Assemblywoman Nancy F. Muñoz
that would help reduce flooding in
many of the state’s flood-prone areas
by making it easier for local officials
to clean streams has won unanimous
approval from the General Assembly.
“Residents in numerous towns in
Union, Morris and Somerset counties
and throughout the state live under the
constant threat of flooding every time
we have a major storm,” Asw. Muñoz
said. “Removing accumulated sediments, debris, garbage and vegetation
from streams helps reduce flooding risks
in our communities which can be devastating and costly. Restrictions on sediment removal in current law make stream
cleaning difficult for local officials yet it
is vital to keeping our waterways flowing which helps prevent flooding.”
The bill, A-3507, would allow municipalities and counties to de-snag
more streams by increasing the number of streams eligible for cleaning
without obtaining a Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) permit.
Under current law, only stream beds 15
feet or less in width may be cleaned
without DEP approval. Asw. Muñoz’s
bill would increase the width to 30 feet.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Regular Garwood Board of Education meeting
scheduled for Tuesday, February 17, 2015
at 7:30 pm in the all purpose room of
Lincoln School will include a discussion
and possible action regarding an extension or amendment of the Superintendent
and/or Business Administrator contracts.
Members of the public are invited to
submit public comments regarding the
compensation of the Superintendent/Business Administrator. However, the board,
pursuant to NJSA 10:4-12(b), the Open
Public Meetings Act, shall not publicly discuss matters and shall not respond to
comments made by members of the public.
Please be aware that the subject of this
hearing retains the right of privacy and
shall retain all rights regarding defamation
and slander according to the laws of New
Jersey. The board shall not be held liable
for comments made by members of the
public.
Action may be taken.
Eric Larson
SBA/BS
1 T - 12/25/14, The Leader Fee: $26.01

Probitas Verus Honos
Bill Improving Mental
Health, Drug Treatment
OK’d By Assembly
TRENTON – The Assembly has
approved legislation to improve the
quality of mental health and substance abuse treatment for inmates.
The bill, A-3722, requires the Department of Corrections and the Department of Human Services to share
the authority over prison-based treatment centers.
The measure, by establishing interagency oversight in the prisons,
would ensure that treatment standards and protocols are consistent
so when prisoners get out, their
treatment can continue on the same
path.

BASKING RIDGE – Pingry junior Brian Grimaldi of Scotch Plains is
one of 60 performers between the
ages of 16 and 22 to be selected for
the 2014-15 Paper Mill Playhouse
Broadway Show Choir. They were
among 700 students who auditioned.
Pingry Music Department Chair
Dr. Andrew Moore, who conducts
Brian in the all-male a cappella group
“The Buttondowns,” describes him
as “a natural first tenor, with the strongest high register in his section.” Recently, Brian sang solos in
Buttondowns performances of “The
Lion Sleeps Tonight.”
Being chosen for the Show Choir is
a major accomplishment, according
to Shayne Austin Miller, the Choir’s
director: “Not only is it highly competitive, but its members also receive
free vocal training, and, by the time
the season is over, they will have performed in front of 120,000 people.”
Pingry music teacher Jay Winston,
who also teaches voice at the Paper
Mill, echoed these sentiments: “For
Brian to be accepted to this program
shows that he has a wonderful talent,
and being a part of this ensemble will
give him experiences that are certain
to add to our music and theater programs here at Pingry.”
The Paper Mill Playhouse operates
the Show Choir as part of its awardwinning Arts Education and Outreach
Program. Students in the Show Choir
perform at venues throughout the
state, thereby introducing Paper Mill
to new audiences. In the words of the
Playhouse, “The Paper Mill Play-

house Broadway Show Choir acts as
ambassadors to Paper Mill Playhouse
with an array of performance opportunities throughout the community
and beyond.” Although the Show
Choir does not constitute part of the
theater’s main stage offerings, this
year the Show Choir will perform at
Opening Night of the world premiere
of Ever After in May 2015.
To audition for the Broadway Show
Choir, Brian had to prepare 32 bars of
an upbeat pop or musical theater song,
so he selected “Proud of Your Boy”
from the musical “Aladdin.” Performers brought sheet music with them for
piano accompaniment and were not
allowed to sing a cappella or to an
audio recording. A week after auditions, Brian returned to Paper Mill for
callbacks. This time, Brian said, “We
were grouped into quartets and needed
to know our choral parts to see how we
blended in the group. The day after
callbacks, I received a call from the
director, Shayne Austin Miller, and he
congratulated me on being chosen to
be a part of this wonderful show choir.”
Brian credits his musical involvement at Pingry with preparing him for
tryouts: “Being in Buttondowns really
helped me with singing in a group during callbacks, and being a part of last
year’s winter musical ‘Seussical’helped
me gain the confidence to perform on
stage in front of so many people.”
Now in its third year, the Broadway
Show Choir performs at an array of
venues throughout the region, with
the season running from late September through June.

Junior Musical Club to Host
Auditions for New Members
WESTFIELD – The Junior Musical Club consists of eighth grade and
high school students from Westfield
and surrounding communities with
an interest in advanced vocal and
instrumental music. The Club will
celebrate its Centennial in 2015, giving special meaning to its meetings to
perform for one another and to its
concerts for the public. The highlight
will be the annual Ensemble Concert
March 25, 2015; this year the club is
commissioning a world premiere
piece by James Chu, a former club
member from Westfield, and now a
graduate student in composition at
Peabody Conservatory of the Johns
Hopkins University in Baltimore.
Teen-aged instrumental and vocal
musicians may audition to join the
club on Sunday, January 4, between 5
and 6:30 pm; the exact time of the
audition will be set after the candidate
submits an application. The auditioner
must perform two pieces in contrasting styles. Total playing time should
be five to eight minutes. Auditioners

are encouraged to perform some portion of a piece from memory. To obtain
an audition form and/or to request the
name of a possible accompanist, the
musician may call Dan Zheng at (908)
889-1851
or
email
juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.
If the applicant requires an accompanist, he/she is expected to provide one. The club holds meetings
once each month on a Sunday
evening at the homes of various club
members. Each meeting consists of
discussions about future concerts or
events, and club members perform
some of their current repertoire for
one another. The club holds two
concerts each year at the First Baptist Church of Westfield, open to the
public and free of charge. The Centennial Ensemble Concert on
Wednesday, March 25, 2015, presents all club members in duets and
group performances. On Thursday,
June 11, 2015, the high school senior members perform solo pieces
in their Graduation Recital.

Cranford Police Officers
Rescue Choking Dog
CRANFORD — Three Cranford
police officers kept the holiday season
from turning tragic for a local family
on Friday night when they acted
quickly to rescue a choking dog.
Shortly after 7 p.m. on December
19, Cranford police received a frantic
9-1-1 call reporting a choking dog in
the field adjacent to Walnut Avenue
School. During a game of catch, Leo,
a Great Dane/Shepherd mix weighing more than 140 pounds, began
choking and could not breathe when
a tennis ball became lodged in his
throat. The first police unit to arrive
was Officer Robert Jordan. Without
hesitation, Officer Jordan encircled
the dog with his arms and attempted
to clear the dog’s airway using abdominal thrusts. Officers John
Rattigan and Brian Trotter arrived

and assisted in the rescue.
When the ball was partially dislodged and the responding officers
detected that Leo was able to breathe,
they immediately moved the canine
to a waiting patrol car. Leo and his
owner, Cranford resident Donna
Stone, were transported to Westfield
Animal Hospital by Officers Rattigan
and Trotter, where waiting staff performed an emergency procedure to
completely remove the tennis ball.
Cranford Police Chief James
Wozniak was elated at the positive
outcome for Leo. “As an animal lover
myself, I am well aware of the relationship that exists between dog and
owner,” he stated. “I’m glad we were
able to avert a heartbreaking incident for this family during the holidays.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
January 12, 2015 in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeal for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.
Donna Kenney, 39 Doris Parkway.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
one and two story additions contrary to
Sections 12.04E, 12.04F1, 11.09E6 and
11.09E7 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum floor area ratio of
37%. Proposed is 41%. Ordinance allows
a maximum building coverage of 20%.
Proposed is 24.2%. Ordinance allows a
minimum side yard setback of 10 feet.
Proposed is 7.6 feet and 5.6 feet to the
chimney. Ordinance allows a rear yard
setback of 35 feet.
Kris and Ken Tanji, 117 North Chestnut Street. Application is seeking approval
to construct a second story addition contrary to Section 11.06E6 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 12 feet 6 inches.
Proposed is 7 feet 10 inches. Proposed is
a rear yard setback of + 33 feet.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen Nemeth
Board Secretary
1 T - 12/25/14, The Leader Fee: $37.74

HAPPY ENDING...Leo, who was saved from choking by Cranford police
officers, enjoys some relaxation.

          

   

      
     
   
      

  
  *

)
&    )
 !%  )  +"&#
"& '++

   

'#  ! )(
   +"+
"& #"#

Page 18

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, December 25, 2014

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Celebrity Soloists to Join NJ Festival
Orchestra for New Year’s Eve Festivities.

Community Player to Honor Wounded
Warriors With Special Performance
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players (WCP) are proud
to sponsor a special benefit performance for the Wounded Warrior
Project. WCP’s purpose is to acknowledge the exceptional and far-reaching efforts of the Wounded Warrior
Project which honors and empowers
injured veterans of the United States
Armed Forces. Half the proceeds of
ticket sales for the Friday, January 16
performance of Almost Maine will be
donated to the Project.
The Wounded Warrior Project is a
service organization that offers programs and services to severely injured service members following the

events of September 11, 2001. It works
to raise the public’s awareness and
assistance to meet the needs of these
men and women. It also reaches out
to help their family members.
Almost Maine, a comedy by John
Cariani, is part of the Westfield
Community Players 2014-2015 season. It takes place in a remote, almost mythical, town where the
northern lights play a role in unexpected and often hilarious ways.
Ticket price is $20 and can be reserved by calling the box office at
(908) 232-1221. You can also reserve tickets by visiting: http://
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org/

Students Entertain With
Charlie Brown Christmas
SCOTCH PLAINS – Students from
Fanwood andScotch Plains put audiences in the holiday spirit Friday and
Saturday night with a live production of
the Christmas classic, “Charlie Brown
Christmas.”
The students, under the direction
of Richard Johnson, founder of the
Triskelion Theater Group, entertained an audience of about 100 during the two shows, which were performed at All Saints Episcopal
Church in Scotch Plains.
About 15 children, most of them
between the ages of 11 and 15, were
involved in the performance, which
was an outgrowth of a regular theater
improv group that meets at the same
location every Friday afternoon. The
program is free and additional students
are welcome to join.
Julianna Domiciano, 12, said playing the role of Lucy in the Saturday
evening show helped her learn to be
confident and release her anxiety about
being on stage.
Asher Phillips, 11, played the lead
role in Saturday night’s performance.
He said memorizing all of Charlie
Brown’s lines was a challenge, but he
did his best to imagine himself as the
character and add his own personality
to the performance. He said he started
coming to the improv group because
his older sister was involved, but has
found that he enjoys acting.

Cory Phillips, Asher’s father, said he
likes how the program helps his children with develop their confidence and
public speaking skills.
“That’s a transferrable skill that comes
out of this,” Mr. Phillips said.
The program’s leader Mr. Johnson
has been involved in theater since he
was in sixth grade. He said he started
the program because there’s little emphasis on drama in the middle schools.
The program is open to any student,
and everyone who participated had a
part in the play. However, students
auditioned for their roles so they understand some basics about the theater world.
Mr. Johnson said the drama games
they play on Fridays also have a deeper
purpose. They emphasize acting techniques that help remove the young performers’ self-consciousness when on
stage and put their focus on their acting
partner.
The students were exuberant after
each night’s performance, bowing handin-hand to rounds of applause and then
prancing and dancing on the stage to the
tunes of the live band that played music
for the show.
“We talk about how you have to help
each other out,” Mr. Johnson said of the
improv classes. “It’s not an individual
effort. It’s a team effort.”
For more information contact Mr.
Johnson at (908) 256-5704

WCP_AlmostMaine_tickets.html.
Military personnel pay half price at
all times. Curtain time is 8 p.m. The
theater is located at 1000 North
Avenue in Westfield.
The Westfield Community Players
urge all our patrons to come to the
theatre on Friday, January 16 and fill
the seats in support of this most worthy
benefit event. This is a good opportunity to express our gratitude to the men
and women of the armed forces.

Winter Registration
Continues at NJWA
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Music Studio is currently enrolling
students for its winter semester,
which begins on Sunday, January 4.
Individual vocal and instrumental lessons, for both children and
adults, are offered daily in a 30, 45
or 60 minute format. There are separate fall, winter, spring and summer
sessions, for which students may
register any time and tuition will be
pro-rated accordingly.
In addition to the individual vocal and instrumental music lessons,
the Music Studio also gives opportunities for area musicians to play
in its bands, orchestras and symphony. Among them are the NJWA
Summer Symphony, Rockin’ Jazz
Band, International American
Alphorn Society Ensemble, the
Majestic Winds, the Holiday Brass
Quintet and the Wednesday Morning Strings. Those musicians in junior and senior high school may be
interested in the Flute Ensemble,
while teens who play guitar, bass
guitar, drums, piano, saxophone, or
trumpet may choose to join the Rock
Performance Workshop. Vocalists
are also welcome to the group. During the year, additional classes and
programs are often added to the
schedule.
The Music Studio also has a variety of instruments available for purchase or rental.
For a brochure or more information on any program of the NJWA,
please phone (908) 789-9696, visit
the studios at 150-152 East Broad
Street, Westfield, or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,
December 31, at 7p.m. under the baton of Maestro David Wroe the New
Jersey Festival Orchestra (NJFO), in
partnership with PSEG, presents one
of New Jersey’s most popular New
Year’s Eve musical celebrations. This
year’s performance, The Guys and
Dolls of Broadway, promises a superb revue of American musical theater classics presented in glorious
symphonic splendor and features international
guest
vocalists dir e c t
f r o m
Broadway and
beyond.
NJFO
i
s
thrilled
Jason Forbash
to welcome
tenor Jason Forbach who is currently
appearing in the 2014 Broadway revival of Les Misérables after completing three years with the National
Tour as Enjolras. He has also fea-

Madrigal Singers to
Give Holiday Concert
WESTFIELD – The Madrigal Singers will present their annual Holiday
Concert, “Wassail”, at 4 p.m. on Sunday, January 4 at the First United Methodist Church, One East Broad Street, in
Westfield. General admission, available at the door, is $15; admission for
students and seniors is $10.
The program will feature
Rachmaninov, Josquin Des Prez, Robert White, Hans Leo Hassler and Charles
Villiers Stanford, as well as traditional
Christmas carols and readings.
The Madrigal Singers are an a
cappella choral group specializing in
Mediaeval and Renaissance music. The
group, founded in 1948, is currently in
under the direction of John Sichel, and
is comprised of sopranos Martha
Desmond, Heather Keith, Pam Newell
and Amy Wechsler; altos Donna
Brumbaugh, Roberta Lichtenberg, Jennifer Melick, Holly Newberry and
Sarah Riffel; tenors Tim Brown, Richard DeVany, Christopher Ferro and
Gustavo Sanchez; and basses Gregory
Hartline and Kirk Robbins. Joining the
Madrigal Singers on this program will
be flautists Flora Pollack and Eugenia
Cline. Kirk Robbins will perform the
readings.

tured in starring roles at Paper Mill
Playhouse, North Shore Music Theater, Kennedy Center, Carnegie Hall,
Boston
Lyric Opera, Fresno
Grand Opera, and
performed
concert engagements
with The
Las Vegas
Symphony,
and Omaha
Symphony
Orchestra.
He
has
three alBeth Kirkpatrick
bums; A
New Leading Man, Remembering To Dream
and Revolutionary.
Baritone Gregg Brandt featured in
the Broadway musical, A Tale of Two
Cities and was in both the Broadway
and national touring productions of
Les Misérables (Enjolras). He has
performed leading roles in many regional productions including, Into the
Woods (Rapunzel’s Prince), Disney’s
Beauty and the Beast (Beast), The
Secret
Garden
(Archibald),
Carousel
(Billy), A
Little
Night Music (Mr.
Lindquist),
and A Mus i c a l
Christmas
C a r o l
Gregg Brandt
( B o b
Cratchit).
An avid concert performer, Gregg
has been featured with numerous symphony orchestras including The New
York Chamber Orchestra, The Pittsburgh Symphony, The Washington
Symphony. Gregg recently finished
his new Broadway CD entitled, “The
Best of Broadway.”
NJFO will also be joined by New
York based singer and actress Beth
Kirkpatrick, a versatile young mezzo
who will star in Papermill‘s upcoming
presentation of Hunchback of Notre
Dame. A recent winner of the Cincinnati Entertainment Award for her portrayal of Shawntel/Eve in Jerry Springer:
the Opera, Ms Kirkpatrcik was part of
the Les Miz 25th Anniversary tour and
also starred as Mother Abbess in The
Sound of Music Asia tour.

Tennessee native and soprano
Analisa Leaming is about to make her
Broadway debut in On the Twentieth
Century with Kristin Chenoweth. Ms
Leaming’s Off-Broadway/New York
credits include Where’s Charley? and
A Time for Singing (York Theatre).
She has also has numerous starring
roles in regional tours: Grace Farrell
in Annie, Maria in The Sound of Music
(Kansas City Starlight), Mabel in Pirates (MUNY), and Irene Molloy in
Hello, Dolly! (North Shore Music
Theatre) to name but a few.
Ms.Leaming was a winner of the Lotte
Lenya Competition for singers and
has appeared in concerts with the
Kurt Weill Festival both in NYC and
several cities in Germany.
This year’s program reads like a
Who's Who
of the best
of American musical
theater Berlin,
Hamlisch,
Rodgers
a n d
Hammerstein,
Lerner and
Loewe,
Boubil and
Schonberg
a n d
Leonard
Analisa Leaming
Bernstein
are just
some of the superb composers celebrated in the show.
The not-to-be missed celebration,
eagerly anticipated by much of central New Jersey, has been made possible through the generous sponsorship of PSEG as well as support from
The NJ State Council on the Arts and
The Westfield Foundation.
An event for the whole family, this
friendly cabaret–style concert full of
fun, surprises, musical finesse and
virtuoso performances is sure to delight young and not so young alike.
With a 7 p.m. start and a convenient
Westfield High School location with
ample parking, the concert is a perfect beginning to New Year’s Eve
revels.
Audience members are advised to
make reservations as soon as possible
as tickets are selling fast and last year’s
concert was a sell-out with no tickets
available at the door. Tickets in advance are $40 for general admission
and $70 for preferred seating. Tickets
may be purchased on line
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or by calling the box office at (908) 232-9400.

Digital Dental Radiography
Digital Dental Radiography has been around since the late 1980’s. When compared to
conventional x-rays, digital x-rays have many benefits.
1. They are more environmentally friendly, as there are no toxic chemicals to
dispose of and they produce no waste.
2. It provides instant imaging. There is no developing process which saves time
for both the patient and health professional.
3. The digital images can be shared more easily with another health professional,
saving the patients time and money in the form of duplication charges.
4. Storage, organization, stability and ease of chronological comparisons of past
radiographs are also great advantages of digitalization.
5. The most important feature of digital radiography is the significant 80 – 90%
reduction of radiation required to produce an image.
According to the National Council on Radiation Protection, we are all exposed to background radiation on average about 300 mrem per year. (A unit of radiation is measured in
rem, and there are 1000 millirem per rem).
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

228 mrem breathing
28 mrem eating and drinking food
30 mrem cosmic radiation
25 mrem airport x-ray
21 mrem the ground and surrounding buildings
10 mrem cooking with natural gas
2 mrem sleeping next to someone

So how much exposure are you really getting from digital x-rays?
0.4 mrem one digital dental radiograph
1.6 mrem check-up (4 bitewings)
7 mrem complete full mouth series of 18 digital x-rays (taken once every 3-5 years)
1.5 mrems A panoramic radiograph.

Given these numbers, one can see that digital dental x-rays are very safe and expose you
to less radiation than just breathing and well below the limits established by the EPA.
In light of this information, forgoing dental x-rays is ill-advised. Waiting until one has pain
before consenting for a radiographic examination, more often than not, results in the need
for a much more costly procedure than had the problem been diagnosed sooner. So help
yourself. Allow your dentist to take radiographs and be your dental health professional.

The Laser Dental Group P.C.
581 Westfield Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-2136

1205 Coolidge Avenue
Union, NJ 07083
908-686-2080

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com

Peter Louie, D.M.D.
General Dentistry

present
p

THE GUYS AND DOLLS OF BROADWAY
New Jersey’s favorite New Year’s Eve Celebration

GREGGORY BRANDT
baritone

So what is considered a safe level of radiation? According to the US Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, there is no current data that confirms the occurrence of cancer at radiation
levels below 10,000 mrems. Safe yearly full body occupational exposure levels established
by the EPA are 5000 mrem per adult and 500 mrem per minor above the background
radiation levels.

1.
2.
3.
4.

and

JASON FORBACH
tenor

WEDNESDAY December 31 at 7pm
Westfield High School
550 Dorian Road, Westfield, NJ

ANALISA LEAMING
soprano

BETH KIRKPATRICK
mezzo-soprano

Tickets $40 and $70
www.njfestivalorchestra.org
908 232 9400
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SCHETELICH, CHRISTIANO LED OFFENSIVELY; TROTTER, NIKO, LUKE RULED DEFENSE

Cougar Gridders ‘Shattered’ CHS Records, Finished 11-1
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hints were given during the
2013 season that this year’s
Cranford High School (CHS) football team may be successful, but
possibly nobody would have believed that the Cougars would
shatter most CHS wins in a regular season, most points scored in
a season and finish 11-1, losing
only in the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 3 championship game
to Parsippany Hills at Metlife Stadium.
The Cougars finished 9-0 during

Ballyhoo

the regular season to receive the
top seed for the section playoffs
and when it was all over, they
outscored opponents 454-156.
“We definitely had an explosive
team this year. Offense gets a lot
of the credit. We did have the
ability to score and score quickly,
but it was all three phases of the
game. I thought we played excellent special teams, which often kept drives going that
wouldn’t have been scoring drives
and the defense, we also allowed
the least points in the county.
When you do that and keep putSee & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

ting the offense back on the field,
we have an opportunity to score,”
Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said.
The Cougars’ ability to score
quickly did knock most of their
opponents back on their heels
and forced them to alter their
game plan. The only real difference came in the championship
game against Parsippany Hills in
a 20-13 defeat.
“It didn’t necessarily come to
fruition in the last game, but
when you jump on people and
you can stop them and score, it
takes them out of their game
plan. There are very few teams
that feel comfortable when they
are down by two scores. I believe

l'ennemi du journaliste

that many teams wanted to have
the game plan that Parsippany
Hills was able to accomplish and
that was hold onto the football
and limit their touches. Because
we couldn’t score, we fumbled
on the two, we had three red
zone appearances in the first half
and we couldn’t get up on them,
they were able to stick to that
game plan,” Coach Rosenmeier
said.
Several hints that the Cougars
would be successful this year
came from Luke Christiano, who
was very effective offensively and
defensively last year. Christiano
rushed for 523 yards and eight
touchdowns (TD) and had 24
receptions for 550 yards and
another seven TDs. This year
Christiano had 649 yards rushing with six TDs and added 37

receptions for 1,045, including
12 more TDs. He also added
three two-point conversions.
One huge hint last year came
when Jack Schetelich replaced
an injured quarterback John
Oblachinski in the Delaware Valley game and ran for 152 yards,
including a 24-yard TD and a 46yard run that set up another TD
in a 30-13 triumph. This year,
Schetelich, now a junior, ran for
1,388 yards, including 25 TDs
and a pair of two-point conversions, and completed 89 passes
for 1,548 yards and 18 TDs.
“He had 3,000 yards and 42
touchdowns between throwing
and running. That’s a pretty tremendous
year,”
Coach
Rosenmeier said. “I think he
would even say that he wasn’t
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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the best offensive player on the
team, given that Luke Christiano
was there, but he’s the best one
coming back.”
Senior Donavin Walker added
413 yards rushing with three TDs
and 118 yards receiving with
three TDs. Junior Joe Norton had
16 receptions for 191 yards, including two TDs. Senior Dan
DeLayo and sophomore Brian
McGovern also provided ample
rushing yards.
Norton also provided plenty of
support with his long field goals,
points after touchdowns (PAT)

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

and booming kickoffs and punts.
Norton had 43 PATs and hit six
field goals, the longest from 43
yards.
“He’s been good from 50 in
practice. He’s a weapon. We really didn’t take too many opportunities to take it for the most
part, because we were able to
score. I believe he is a scholarship
kicker and he is one of the best
athletes on the team. He’s a kid,
who can play receiver, can kick
the ball and can punt the ball with
either foot. When he’s out there,
they [opponents] can’t feel good
about it,” Coach Rosenmeier said.
Defensively, senior defensive
back Kevin Trotter led the team
with 127 tackles. Junior linebacker Niko Cappello had 105
tackles, including seven sacks,
and two interceptions. Christiano
had 98 tackles and four interceptions. Juniors Sean Leonard (2
interceptions, fumble recovery)
and Ethan Tom had 54 and 52
tackles, respectively. Senior linebacker Colin Scanlon made 44
tackles. Junior linemen Will Fries
and Kevin Doran, and seniors

Ballyhoo

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

Nick Ballas and Jake Matthews
“We have some kids on this
plugged the holes, making it pos- team who only saw some spot
sible for the linebackers and backs duty, like Ryan Bakie, Ahmad
to get the tackles.
Davis and Brian McGovern, who

are going to be stars next year.
Nobody knew who Jack Schetelich
was really before this season, so
we are hoping that we can put
them in positions to be successful. We are going to need some
help from people who have that
experience, like Jack, Joe Norton
and Kevin Doran on offense.
Defensively, we have guys like
Niko Cappello, Ethan Tom, Will
Fries and Sean Leonard, who
played at a high level,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.
Christiano was selected MidState 38 Player of the Year and
First Team All-State All-Groups.
Christiano and Fries were First
Team All-State Group 3.
Schetelich and Cappello were
selected Second Team All-State
Group 3
“We were 11-1 and everybody
feels bad, but that’s going to be
a temporary thing,” Coach
Rosenmeier promised. “We are
going to look back on this season
and realize that we accomplished
a lot and there is still more room
to be better, and we are going to
try and finish it next year.”
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Cougar Cagers Will Present Mostly New Faces on Court
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Only one starter, senior Luke
Christiano, from last year’s squad
returns, so this season the
Cranford High School boys varsity basketball team will be presenting a host of new faces on
the court. Fortunately, the majority of new faces on the court
are multi-sport athletes, whose
faces are familiar in their respective fall and spring sports.
“The kids are working hard.
Other than Luke, it’s all new for
everybody. There’s a lot of ups
and a lot of downs. We got a lot of
peaks and a lot of valleys. Let’s
just hope we get more peaks than
valleys in the future. I think we
will hit our stride, hopefully, near
the beginning of January,” Cougar Head Coach Ryan Huber said.
In addition to Christiano, seniors Eric Donahue, Kevin Trotter, Colin Scanlon and Donte

Anderson, and juniors Jack
Schetelich and Sean Leonard were
members of the football team
that just finished its season on
December 7 in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 championship
game against Parsippany Hills at
Metlife Stadium. Other athletes
on the squad are seniors Albert
Gargiulo, James Kelly and Steve
Wills, and juniors Dave Fonseca,
Hunter Rembley and Mike Smith.
“We had several guys who
played a lot last year. They will
be stepping up and probably
starting for us this year. We are
a little bit behind the eight ball,
but it’s a good reason why. Because we’ve gone to the state
finals in football, we lost 10 practices behind everybody else. The
fact that we have 11 football
players on our team really put us
back. Basketball is a different
type of shape to be in, so as to
getting your legs, your timing

and all of that, but we will get
there,” Coach Huber said.
With a large number of football
players on the squad, the Cougars are expected to play a physical type of game, especially since
the majority of the teams they
face have a definite height advantage over them.
“We play physical basketball
anyway, so we’ve got to get that
away, especially with the new
rules this year for basketball. We
got to alter a lot of what we do,”
Coach Huber pointed out.
As in the past, the Cougars’
schedule will be no easy ride.
“On paper, people may think
the schedule is easy, but not
necessarily. We open up with
Governor Livingston. They are a
team that returns everybody from
last year, one four-year starter,
two three-year starters. Out of
conference, we are still playing
Westfield, we are still playing

Scotch Plains, we are playing St.
Mary’s. It’s Union County basketball. It’s better than anywhere
else. The schedule is tough,”
Coach Ryan said.
Last year, after their seasonopening game, the Cougars
hosted, and won, their Cougar
Classic Invitational with an 8685, quadruple overtime buzzerbeater victory over Marlboro,
followed by a 47-43 win over
West Orange.
“When Tommy Trotter made
that lay-up, I thought is was just
to tie the game. Why is everybody celebrating? I thought that
was a credit to us, coming back
the next day and beating a very
talented West Orange team,”
Coach Huber recalled.
Once again, the Cougar boys’
and girls’ teams will host their
own tournament beginning this
Saturday, December 27, throughout the day and resuming on

Monday, December 29, at 3 p.m.
“We have a very good West
Orange team, a very good
Dickinson and returning Morris
County champs Mt. Olive coming
in, so even our non-conference
games, playing Irvington, playing Mendham, every game we
play is going to be a tough game.
We are going to have to show up
to have a shot at winning these
games,” Coach Huber said.
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New Providence Pioneers Roll Past Cranford Cougars, 50-40, in Basketball Opener
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JANUARY
Cranford

Commissioner Andis Kalnins
was appointed township mayor,
and Commissioner Lisa Adubato
was appointed deputy mayor,
during the township committee’s
reorganization meeting. In addition, newly-elected Commissioners Robert D’Ambola and Mary
O’Connor, both Republicans, took
their oath of office, replacing commissioners Ed O’Malley and Kevin
Campbell, both Democrats, giving the GOP a 4-1 majority on the
governing body.
Diane Dabulas was appointed
township attorney, replacing Phil
Morin.
The Cranford Township Committee designated the CranePhillips House as a historic landmark.
More than 22 Cranford residents and officials attended a
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
public hearing at Town Hall to
comment on the NJDEP’s impending decision on the permit
applications submitted by
Cranford Development Associates (CDA) to develop 215 and
235 Birchwood Avenue, which is
located in a wetlands area. They
felt it would increase flooding in
Cranford and Kenilworth, as well
as displace wildlife. CDA was requesting permission to build a
360-unit, multi-family development encompassing two buildings and a parking structure.

Garwood

Jim Mathieu and Mike Martin
took their seats on the Garwood
Borough Council, maintaining the
4-2 Republican minority on the
Democratic-controlled body. Mr.
Mathieu, who ran as a conservative Republican, and Mr. Martin,
the GOP-endorsed candidate, defeated GOP Councilman Steve
Blaufeder and declared write-in
candidate Bruce Paterson in
November’s General Election.

The council unanimously
elected Ann Tarantino as council
president.
The borough’s payments to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) would increase by
$37,000, less than 2013’s
$60,000 jump but still worth
about $15 for every $100,000 of
assessed home value.
The borough council announced
it would explore hiring a construction or project manager to
oversee the completion of the
Athletic Field Complex (AFC), the
$3.2-million ball field that was
nearly a year behind schedule.

FEBRUARY
Cranford

Police Chief Eric Mason retired
and Captain James Wozniak
would become the new chief of
police effective March 1. Chief
Mason served as chief for 11
years. Capt. Wozniak has been
on the police force for some 25
years.
The New Jersey Department of
Environmental
Protection
(NJDEP) approved the permit
applications sub mitted by
Cranford Development Associates (CDA) to develop 215 and
235 Birchwood Avenue.
Garwood
Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
stated he would draw up specifications for hiring a construction/project manager (CM/PM)
for the $3.2-million Athletic Field
Complex.
MARCH
Garwood
The borough council introduced
a $7.6-million budget, a 1.2percent increase over 2013. The
budget included the hiring of a
16th police officer and a 1.75percent increase in non-union
employee salaries.
A preliminary school budget
would see general expenditures
decrease by about $8,000, or
about one-tenth of a percent, for

New Jersey

ates (CDA) plans and requested
a hearing.
The committee approved, by a
4-to-0 vote, a noise ordinance
that would prohibit excessive
noise from 10 p.m. to 8 a.m. The
ordinance was a result of a noise
complaint by a resident who felt
they were being harassed by their
neighbor.
APRIL
Garwood
The owner of a mixed-use property on South Avenue across
from the Crunch fitness gym and
his witnesses faced another
three-and-a-half hours of questioning from officials and residents in his bid to get the planning board’s approval to redevelop the site. It was the third
time in four months that Nick
Tsapatsaris of LAND of NJ Inc.
had gone before the board.
Councilman James Mathieu opposed a resolution to add $6,000
in costs to the Athletic Field Complex (AFC) on the basis that the
work was agreed to and completed prior to council approval.
He also objected to a $46,000
closed circuit security system
for the AFC.
The county executive superintendent of schools approved the
proposed 2014-2015 school
budget totaling $8.5 million,
which included an approximate
$228,000 tax levy increase.
Cranford
Union County College postponed its plans to construct a
sports facility at its Cranford
campus for its soccer, lacrosse
and track teams.
The Army Corps of Engineers
held its presentation March 31 to
the mayors and engineers of communities from Rahway to Millburn
on the cost benefit analysis rePhoto courtesy of Marlene Buckman sults of its study of the seven
2014-05-08: HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF...Heavy rains on April 30 caused alternatives for flood mitigation.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
flooding in Nomahegan Park in Cranford and in other areas throughout the region.

the next fiscal year, but see a tax
levy increase of about $228,000,
according to estimates.
Mayor Pat Quattrocchi faced a
challenge from first-time candidate Sal Piarulli in the Republican
Primary in June as she bid for a
second four-year term.
Cranford
The Department of Public
Works said it was down five
people and was behind in sidewalk repairs.
Police Captain James Wozniak
was advanced to the position of
police chief with the oath of office during a Cranford Township
Committee meeting.
Residents of Colby Lane banded
together to oppose the athletic
complex proposed by Union
County College (UCC). The township committee introduced a
resolution that would have the
township oppose the field UCC
had plans to build in what is now
a 4.2-acre wooded area along

Gallows Hill Road.
The de-snagging and de-silting of the Rahway River in the
township began.
Township Engineer and Director of Public Works Richard
Marsden requested a budget of
$386,864 for 2014. Last year’s
amount was $237,284. He urged
the committee to allow the engineering department to return to
the full staff level it had in 2010.
The township committee introduced a $34.9-million 2014
budget. An average assessed
home of $181,600 would see a
$13 increase in taxes. The committee also discussed bonding
$6 million for capital improvements, $4 million of which could
go to street repair.
Cranford Township filed an appeal of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) ruling on the
Birchwood Avenue developer
Cranford Development Associ-
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2014 Year In Review: January Through May
The township committee unanimously approved a nearly $35million 2014 municipal budget.
An average assessed home of
$181,600 would see approximately an $11 increase in taxes.
The Hillside Avenue tunnel had
a new lining installed after leaks
were making it difficult for students to walk to and from school
through the tunnel.
The board of adjustment approved an application for a drivethrough Starbucks restaurant at
345 North Avenue East.
MAY
Garwood
It was expected that construction of a $1-million-plus, mixeduse, three-story apartment
building on South Avenue could
begin in two months after the
owner was granted approval by
the Garwood Planning Board.
The average Garwood homeowner expected to see a tax
increase of $133 this year due to
the BOE’s adoption of an $8.5million budget. The increase for a
home assessed at $100,000
came atop the $39 hike required
by the adoption of the municipal
budget. Borough homeowners
also would pay a $65 increase to
the county after the freeholder
board passed the county budget.
The BOE, which approved the
budget, 8-0, saw a decrease of
$900,000 in tuition costs paid to
Clark to send Garwood’s students to Arthur L. Johnson High
School (ALJ) for the 2014-2015
school year, but half of that was
negated by increases in other
expenses, such as special-education costs.
Borough Planner Victor Vinegra
told the borough council that a
private developer had entered
into contracts with the owners of
the Garwood Paperboard plant
on North Avenue and the Petro
Plastics building on South Avenue to overhaul the largely

abandoned industrial sites.
Cranford
The township committee voted
to approve a resolution urging
the Union County Freeholders to
oppose construction of Union
County College’s proposed athletic field complex at the Cranford
campus and assist in locating an
alternative location.
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
proposed going out for state Green
Acres funding for the 4.3 acres of
forested land UCC had proposed

for the sports facility’s site.
The Mayors Council on Rahway
River Watershed Flood Control
met and unanimously agreed to
two recommendations, which
were the option to put a control
structure in the Orange Reservoir and channelization and elevations of homes in Cranford.
The township hired Maser Consulting to take over the role of
township engineer to replace Richard Marsden, who was township engineer for about 10 years.

Cranford Police Arrest Pair
In Gas Station Robbery
CRANFORD — Cranford police
arrested two Linden men following a robbery at a township gas
station on December 15, according to a Cranford Police Department press release.
At approximately 8:25 p.m., a
2002 Chevrolet Impala occupied
by two males pulled into the
Shell gas station located on
Raritan Road. After requesting
gas, the passenger exited the
vehicle and displayed a handgun, demanding cash from the
attendant before fleeing the
scene on foot, according to the
release. The vehicle left the lot in
the same direction.
Moments later, following the 91-1 call reporting the incident,
Detective Derek Farbanec observed the suspect vehicle, occupied by two males, entering
the Garden State Parkway northbound. Detective Farbanec was
able to follow the suspects in an
unmarked police vehicle as they
exited the Parkway and drove
around various side streets,
eventually pulling into an Exxon
gas station on West First Avenue
in Roselle, according to the police department release. Addi-

tional marked police units converged on the area and affected
a motor vehicle stop in the lot.
Both the driver, Terrell Bagley,
19, and the passenger, Bey
Udraka, 19, were taken into custody without incident by Det.
Farbanec, Sgt. Frank Williams and
members of the Roselle Police
Department, the release stated.
Officers recovered a BB pistol
from inside the vehicle, as well
as a small amount of cash. Both
suspects were processed at
Cranford police headquarters and
were charged with robbery, a
first degree crime, and multiple
weapons offenses, according to
the release. Bail was set at
$100,000 and both subjects were
transported to the Union County
jail pending a court appearance
on December 19.
According to Cranford Police
Chief James Wozniak, the case
was resolved quickly due to good
police work and inter-agency
communication. “We won’t tolerate this type of criminal activity in our neighborhoods, and we
will utilize every resource we have
to successfully resolve or prevent these incidents,” he stated.
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Mediator Assigned to BOE,
Teacher Union Contract Talks
By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – A mediator has
been assigned to assist in the
negotiations impasse between
the Garwood Board of Education
and the teachers’ union, with a
first meeting scheduled for Thursday, February 19, Board Attorney John Geppert said.
The board huddled in executive
session for nearly an hour at its
December 16 meeting at Lincoln
School to discuss the contract
negotiations and a personnel
matter, but members would not
disclose any specifics.
“No comment. It’s confidential,” Mr. Geppert said when asked
about the executive session and
the state of the contract negotiations. “It’s in mediation. We’ll
leave it there.”
The full board was told at its
October 21 meeting that the negotiations had reached an impasse and, upon notification by
the union, the New Jersey Public
Employment Relations Commission would assign a mediator.
The teachers’ three-year contract expired June 30 and, because state law prohibits them
from striking, the previous contract remains in force until a new
agreement is reached. About a
half dozen teachers, conspicuously clad in red, attended the
board meeting.
The board also addressed a
number of other issues, including the authorization to spend
$29,446 with CDW-G, headquartered in Vernon Hills, Ill., for the
installation of wireless access
points, and a five-year license
agreement.
A board’s reorganization meeting was set for Thursday, January
8, at 7 p.m. although the board will
not see any change in members.
Board President Christine Guerriero
and board members Aaron Watkins

and Linda Koenig were re-elected
to three-year terms while Kimberly Ficarra won a special election
to complete an unexpired twoyear term in November.
State law requires the meeting
be held by Tuesday, January 6,
but also permits a three-day extension for extenuating circumstances. Schedule conflicts
among several board members
forced a change from the Monday, January 5 date listed in the
published agenda.
Ms. Ficarra informed the board
that the policy committee had submitted 15 revisions for first public
reading: one on class size and 14
others to special education.
She noted, however, that the
class-size revision did not include a specific limit on the number of students in a classroom.
“It was to bring it current,” Ms.
Ficarra said regarding both the
class size and special-education
policies.
Per a suggestion by board member Barbara Greet, the board will
wait until its February meeting to
give the special-education revisions their second public reading
to allow members time to fully
review the changes and the 185
pages of laws they refer to.
The board approved the return
to the classroom of teacher Nicola
Atieh from maternity leave for
December 22, more than a month
ahead of originally planned.
Lauren Fleischer, who had replaced Ms. Atieh, was added as a
substitute teacher along with
Laura Knutson.
It also gave its okay to AnnMarie
Carlucci from Kean University as
a student teacher from Wednesday, January 21, through Monday, May 18, working with
Francesca Florio.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Cranford Police Officers
Rescue Choking Dog
CRANFORD — Three Cranford
police officers kept the holiday
season from turning tragic for a
local family on Friday night when
they acted quickly to rescue a
choking dog.
Shortly after 7 p.m. on December 19, Cranford police received
a frantic 9-1-1 call reporting a
choking dog in the field adjacent
to Walnut Avenue School. During
a game of catch, Leo, a Great
Dane/Shepherd mix weighing
more than 140 pounds, began
choking and could not breathe
when a tennis ball became lodged
in his throat. The first police unit
to arrive was Officer Robert Jordan. Without hesitation, Officer
Jordan encircled the dog with his
arms and attempted to clear the
dog’s airway using abdominal
thrusts. Officers John Rattigan
and Brian Trotter arrived and

assisted in the rescue.
When the ball was partially dislodged and the responding officers detected that Leo was able to
breathe, they immediately
moved the canine to a waiting
patrol car. Leo and his owner,
Cranford resident Donna Stone,
were transported to Westfield
Animal Hospital by Officers
Rattigan and Trotter, where waiting staff performed an emergency procedure to completely
remove the tennis ball.
Cranford Police Chief James
Wozniak was elated at the positive outcome for Leo. “As an
animal lover myself, I am well
aware of the relationship that
exists between dog and owner,”
he stated. “I’m glad we were able
to avert a heartbreaking incident
for this family during the holidays.”

Garwood Library Announces Changes
In Their Recycling Program
The Garwood Public Library regrets to announce that it is no
longer collecting empty dairy tub
products for recycling through
Terracycle. Please recycle your
plastic dairy tubs through your
local municipality according to
their schedule.
The Garwood Library, however,
is still collecting used, empty
inkjet cartridges and the outer
plastic packaging from baby and
adult diapers, as well as the plastic packaging from personal
wipes. There is a collection box
HAPPY ENDING...Leo, who was saved from choking by Cranford police located in the library. Hours of
business are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
officers, enjoys some relaxation.

Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. on Fridays and 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.
Please do not put the recyclable products in the outdoor
bookdrop.
The Garwood Library is located
at the corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue. For further
information, please call the Library at (908) 789-1670.
The staff of the library thanks
all those who have participated
in the dairy tub recycling program.
Carol Lombardo, Director
Garwood Public Library

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters to
cover town council, BOE, and
recreation commission meetings.
We seek community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed.
Must be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in a regular
beat in order to develop news
stories. Great for stay-at-home
moms, a second income or just
for those who love to write. Email resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

LEADER/TIMES SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
Are you enjoying the quality content you’re reading
in the pages of this fine newspaper? If this is true...
Our newspaper will be mailed to your home and/or place of business each week within the USA
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By CC Online

Click Here

By Phone, Call 908 232-4407
By Check, please print and mail this.
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for The Westfield Leader

for The SP-F Times
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Renewal
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HERE’S WHY
You are important. Our advertisers CARE about doing business
with you and want to know that YOU are reading their message
in the LEADER/TIMES each week.
Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this coupon
TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!
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Email:

Zip Code:

Make check payable to The Westfield Leader
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