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By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi officially opened the
much-debated $3.2-million ath-
letic field complex on Sunday,
using an oversized pair of gold
scissors to cut a red ribbon in
front of the site’s 1,500-square-
foot field house.

With a crowd of about 100 in
attendance, including three Union
County freeholders and all but
one of the borough’s six-mem-
ber council, Mrs. Quattrocchi
noted the complex’s long-ago
origins, citing the efforts of former
council members Kathleen
Villaggio and Charles Lombardo,
who will become mayor in Janu-
ary.

“They all know how long this
has actually been going on,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said, noting her own
involvement since 1997, “and
the many phases this facility went
through to what it finally be-
came.”

The facility will officially be
known as the Garwood Sports
and Recreation Complex. The rib-
bon-cutting came after a more
than 18-month delay, and with
members of the Department of
Public Works scurrying the day
before to complete last-minute

touches and final cleanup.
Initially delayed by Superstorm

Sandy and then further slowed
by soil contamination issues, the
project was the source of heated
discussion on council between
several of the Democratic mem-
bers and Republican Jim Mathieu.
It also was mentioned often in
the recent campaigns for council
and mayor. Mr. Mathieu was ab-
sent from Sunday’s ceremony.

All were smiles under partly
sunny skies and 50-degree tem-
peratures during the festivities.
Within minutes of Mrs.
Quattrocchi’s remarks, about 40
children took to the synthetic
soccer/field hockey field, playing
soccer, field hockey and touch
football.

“It did take a long time, but it’s

been in the plans for well over 10
years,” said Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli, who was the project’s
liaison to council and the most
closely involved council member
with it. “I’m just glad it’s here...
No more monthly meetings. No
more reports to get questioned
on.”

Besides the synthetic field – an
under-14, 88-by-60-yard-wide
layout — the 4.85-acre complex
is surrounded by a gravel walk-
ing path and includes a youth
baseball field, basketball court,
bocce court and playground area.
It is located in the southeast
corner of the borough bordered
by Rankin Avenue and New Street
and at the end of Spruce Street.

Both the soccer and baseball

CF Council Hears Residents’
Concerns on Pipeline

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee heard a report Mon-
day at its workshop meeting, as
well as resident concerns, on the
Pilgrim Pipeline, a possible oil
pipeline route that would trans-
port crude oil from Albany, N.Y.
to Linden, N.J. and return to
Albany the refined products.

David Pringle, a lobbyist who
works for Clean Water Action,
and a Cranford resident, met with
the committee along with Nelson
Ditmar of the township’s envi-
ronmental commission to pro-
vide information to the commit-
tee on the pipeline that is being
pursued by Pilgrim Pipeline Hold-
ings LLC.

Thus far, the township has not
passed a resolution opposing the
Pilgrim Pipeline. More than half
of the New Jersey municipalities
that would be affected have
passed resolutions opposing the
pipeline, Mr. Pringle said. A leak
or explosion are some of the
concerns of having the pipeline.

Lisa O’Leary of Elmora Avenue
said she was concerned of the
volatility of the oil.

“We have much more toxic
stuff,” Mayor Andis Kalnins said.
He further responded that crude
oil cannot be lit with a match. But
during Mr. Pringle’s report, the
lobbyist clarified that the type of
crude oil Pilgrim would transport
is more volatile than traditional
crude oil. “This one does carry
more risk than a typical oil pipe-
line,” Mr. Pringle added.

“Having these products buried
underground is a safer means to
transport these types of prod-
ucts,” Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. said.

Mayor Kalnins said to Ms.
O’Leary that he needed more
information on the pipeline be-
fore he could make a determina-
tion on passing a resolution to
oppose the Pilgrim Pipeline. He
said the pros are taking away
traffic of vehicles transporting
the oil through other methods,
such as barges and trains.

However, Mr. Pringle said later
in his report it is the contrary.
“This is increasing capacity,” he
said, noting the trains and barges
will continue to transport as well.

Cranford’s drinking water is ob-
tained from the Highlands, where
the pipeline also would go
through. “So, it is a significant
drinking water concern for us,”
Mr. Pringle said.

Also, Pilgrim has been “bullying”
residents, Mr. Pringle said, to gain
access to their property to survey
the land. “They don’t have right to
eminent domain,” said Mr. Pringle,
who advised homeowners to not
allow Pilgrim on their property.
Georgia Avenue, the area by Hill-
side Avenue School, and Myrtle
Avenue are some of the residen-
tial areas where the pipeline would
be installed.

PSE&G recently opposed the
Pilgrim Pipeline by denying ac-
cess to its right-of-way. Pilgrim
wants to run its pipe parallel to
the PSE&G line.

Currently, Cranford has exist-
ing pipelines in the township by
the Conrail line, the committee
said.

Michelle Shibbitz, a resident of
Hillside Place said, “The scariest
part for me is, yes, we have old
lines that go through Cranford,
but only one-fifth of those lines
get inspected on a regular ba-
sis.” Michael Miller of Westfield
echoed her comments and added
that budget cuts to state depart-
ments have resulted in a lack of
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PROUD MOMENT… Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi (second from right)
cuts the ribbon to officially open the Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex
on Sunday.
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