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When a young crew-cut coach named
Gary Kehler called tryouts for a wrestling
team at Westfield Senior High School in
early December 1957, one of his
“newbies” was Dennis Powers. Like many
others that day, Powers had no back-
ground in the sport. He was highly ath-
letic 115 pounds, but didn’t know a
Gramby roll from ‘Rock and Roll.’

“I had never wrestled before I showed
up to that first practice,” he said last
month. “Coach Kehler announced he was
forming a wrestling team and anyone
who was interested should come to the
gymnasium that afternoon. I went be-
cause I wanted to earn a varsity letter in
some sport, and I wasn’t sure I could do
that in baseball or track.”

Powers went 4-3 that first year, when
WHS was a club team that practiced at
Roosevelt Junior High, a two-mile run
(sorry, no cars allowed) each way. Luck-
ily, these guys didn’t join the wrestling
team to get their names in the paper.
There was no mention of the wrestling
team in The Leader until the end of Feb-
ruary, when WHS’s club team entered the
District 5 tournament.

The following year the team became a
full-fledged varsity program and Powers
improved to 7-2-1, losing 1-0 in the dis-
trict final to Union’s Nick Dispenziere,
who finished third at states.

By this time wrestling had become
Powers’ passion and his first taste of
success just got him wanting more. This
was in the days before organized youth
wrestling or travel teams. You wanted to
be good, you got yourself prepared.

“I had worked out with the cross-coun-
try team and I practiced against Dick
Prior [Cranford’s 123-pound state champ]
and some other good wrestlers in the off-
season,” Powers said. “I was in good
condition. I played on the baseball team
and was a pole vaulter on the track team,
but mostly just to stay in condition. This
was before the emphasis on weightlifting.
But Coach [Kehler] emphasized condi-
tioning, playing different sports, work-
ing on fast responses and not tiring out.”

In just his third year of wrestling, Pow-
ers went 18-0 and captured the New Jer-
sey 130-pound championship, the first of
what is now a dozen state champions for
WHS. To put it in greater perspective, in
the 54 years since Powers, only three
Blue Devils have won a state wrestling
title without losing a match – Kurt Stiefken
(24-0-1 in 1972), Rich Gottlick (27-0 in
1973) and Chris Campbell (26-0 in 1973).

“We had one practice late in my senior
year where the emphasis was on
takedowns,” Powers said. “I beat every
first-team wrestler above my weight class
[136 Jeff Shapiro, 141 Ron Viglianti, 148
John Anderson, 157 Bob Mueller, and
168 Dick Morash] until I lost at 178 [Bob
Maltbie]. I don’t know if the bigger guys
were taking me seriously, but I’d let them
shoot at me, sprawl away, then spring
around on top and throw in my legs. The
use of legs hadn’t been taught much at
that time, but it proved effective, espe-
cially at states.”

Powers faced daunting odds when he
took the mat at Rutgers on March 5. He
was Westfield’s first state finalist. In the
final he was up against Rich Wilson, the
latest in a very, very long line of Newton
wrestlers contending for state titles. The

Unbeaten Dennis Powers uses his legs to control Newton’s Rich Wilson en route
to a 3-2 victory in the 130-pound state championship match.

Braves’ program had started back in 1927-
28 and they were the state’s dominant
program in the 1930s and ’40s. Newton
wrestlers had already won 71 individual
state championships, including two ear-
lier that day by the Terranova brothers,
Lou (98) and Roy (106).

Powers was 12-0 during the regular
season, 3-0 at districts and 3-0 at states.
You could say he was a “six-minute man”
since he only pinned two opponents. In
his 16 matches that were won by a deci-
sion, he scored 62 points and allowed just
14 points.

In his opener at states he won a 3-3
referee’s OT decision over Paulsboro’s
Bob Samuels. That was followed by a 1-
0 overtime victory over North
Hunterdon’s Marty McCormick. And then
Wilson fell 3-2.

“I was ahead 3-0 in the final, and
thought I’d secured back points, when
my grip slipped and with 15 seconds to go
I gave up two points. But I knew I had
won on riding time,” Powers said. “I owe
all my successes to Coach Kehler and his
insistent, but always calm and polite,
instructions on sports and life.”

The following Thursday The Westfield
Leader gave an eight-column headline
and a long article to Danny Nichols and
Rick Wells winning state swimming and
diving championships. Powers’ state title
came in a tiny, one-column, two-deck
headline that said, “Powers wins state
wrestling title,” followed by two para-
graphs.

“I didn’t pay much attention to who got
more press, I was just happy to be part of
a successful WHS athletic program, of
which swimming was a major factor and
wrestling was just starting,” Powers said.
“It had been a rigorous season, practices,
conditioning, keeping grades up, school
activities and the winter weather, with all
the snow and ice. I was glad to enjoy ice-
cream sodas again, and not worry about
making weight. Looking back on it now,
it really made sense, given the success of
the swim program.”

Powers influenced younger brothers
Ken (’63) and Jim (’64). Ken was 11-6 as
a senior 130-pounder and won the Dis-
trict 7 title. Jim was 40-9-2 in three years
at 98 and 106, winning two District 7
titles and probably missing a third when
he failed to make weight as a senior.

After turning down a wrestling schol-
arship to Columbia University, Powers
headed to the University of Colorado to
train under 1964 Olympic coach Lynn

Long. His career ended almost as quickly
as it had begun three years earlier when he
suffered a back injury during his fresh-
man year.

After graduating from Colorado, he
earned a law degree from the Univer-
sity of Denver and an M.B.A. from the
Harvard Business School. His busi-
ness career went from working for
large corporations in investment and
finance (the first third), to owning his
own businesses (the middle third) – a
law office, import/export and publish-
ing. After starting (and eventually sell-
ing) his companies, Powers “retired”
to the Sonoma wine country in north-
ern California, where in 1994 he started
the final chapter of his career when he
joined the faculty at Southern Oregon
University to teach business law. At
the same time his writing career took
off. He has published 15 non-fiction
books and has his own website,
www.dennispowersbooks.com.

These days he spends most of his free
time writing and enjoying Oregon’s natu-
ral beauty.

“Whether it’s fishing for salmon, white-

water kayaking or wilderness hiking, my
interests are with the outdoors,” Powers
said. “And thanking every day for just
being here.”

COLLEGE UPDATE
Glen Kurz had glowing reports about

some of his former WHS wrestlers on the
college level.

Christian Barber, a 2011 New Jersey
state champion and currently a junior
149-pounder at North Carolina, placed
fourth at the Hokie Open at Virginia
Tech. Then he scored a pin over the
eighth-ranked wrestler in D-1 from Ap-
palachian State to spark a 22-21 victory.
Barber also won a 13-4 major decision in
a 17-16 loss to Stanford in a rare outdoor
match. He brings a 75-40 career record
into this season.

Freshman Matt Barber (12-6 at 149)
and sophomore Colin Barber (15-6 at
165) are both at Cortland (N.Y.) State,
and each placed third at the Roger Will-
iams Tournament. Matt was named Em-
pire Conference rookie of the week after
placing sixth at the New York state all-
division tournament. Brian Bulger is 4-9
as a sophomore 197-pounder at Cortland.

Nick Velez, a freshman at 157 for
Ithaca (Kurz’s alma mater) placed second
at the Ithaca Invitational, losing 4-2 in the
final to the top-ranked wrestler in the
country.

IN PASSING
Ken Weatherwax, who played Pugsley

Addams on “The Addams Family” TV
show, died on Dec. 8 at age 58.

Patty Monninger, wife of Bill
Monninger, a former Westfield Booster
Club president and longtime Little League
coach, passed away Dec. 11 in Utah.
They were the parents of WHS athletes
Jim (’91) and Steve (’94).

LINDROS, ROSE, CLAUSS SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Boys Swim Team
Expected to Excel Once Again

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The biggest challenge facing the
Westfield High School boys swim team
this season might be competing against
the memory of earlier Blue Devil
teams. The recent accomplishments
of the Blue Devil teams really have
become the stuff of legend. With three
straight state titles to their credit, the
current squad has lofty expectations to
live up to, but Head Coach Jeff Knight
remains confident that this team has
more than enough talent to rank up
there with the best of the best.

“The senior class that we gradu-
ated last year will go down as one of
the great classes in history,” said
Knight. “It is not often that you get a
group that wins three state titles in a
row. They went out as seniors as
Public A champs again and finished
ranked number 2 in the state. That is
pretty incredible. But when you look
at it, a lot of the seniors on this team
have been a part of that run. We’ve
got seniors here who will be looking
to accomplish the same feats as those
who just graduated. We are led by a
couple of seniors in (John) Lindros
and (Stephen) Husch but this group is
as deep as we’ve ever been.”

Gone from last year’s team to gradu-

ation are Tyler Lessner (Lehigh Uni-
versity), Stan Myers (Rochester) and
Aaron Barmakian (Boston College)
among others. But at Westfield, the
team is almost never rebuilding.
Rather they are reloading.

Seniors John Lindros and Husch
return as the premier members of a
very deep group of swimmers. Lindros,
a First Team All-County and Second
Team All-State performer last year,
will anchor the Blue Devils in the
distance events. Lindros has already
set a new personal best mark this sea-
son in the 200 IM with a time of
2:00.75 against Summit, crushing his
previous best time of 2:08.77 set as a
sophomore. In a meet against Cranford
this season, Lindros posted a time of
1:45.83 in the 200 Freestyle, and is
well within striking distance of im-
proving on his career best time in the
event (1:42.57) before season’s end.

Husch figures to compete in the
100 Butterfly where he will look to
better his career best time of (52.51)
and in the 100 Breaststroke. Seniors
Kevin Clauss and Jack Rose will serve
as team captains, along with Lindros.
Clauss will compete in the 200 IM
and the 100 Backstroke. Against
Cranford, Rose already set a new
personal best in the 500 Freestyle
with a time of 5:11.24 shaving nearly
15 seconds off of his previous mark
of 5:26.01 from 2012.

Nick Cannone (100 Backstroke),
Gavin Conlon (100 Freestyle), Jake
Maher (200 Freestyle, 100 Freestyle),
Sean Moore (200 Freestyle, 100
Freestyle), Hermes Suen (200
Freestyle, 100 Freestyle) and Brad
Whitman (200 Freestyle, 100
Freestyle) round out the senior class
on this year’s team.

Ryan Daniel heads up a strong jun-
ior class. Daniel will compete in the
100 Breaststroke, and the 100
Freestyle and 200 Freestyle events.
Fellow juniors Lucas Fan (100 But-
terfly, 200 Freestyle, 100 Breast-
stroke), Jack Fico (Freestyle events),
Sean Gallagher (Freestyle), Austin
Kreusser (Freestyle), Jesse Liu (100
Backstroke), Ben Meltzer (Freestyle
events), Michael Mizus (100 Breast-
stroke, 500 Freestyle), Evan Moore
(Freestyle events) and Blake Taylor
(Freestyle events) will also see time
in the water.

Sophomores competing to crack
the lineup, include Charlie Baldwin
(Freestyle), Joseph Chen (Freestyle),
Aedan Collins (Freestyle), Stefan
Crigler (Breaststroke), Jack
Edmondson (Breaststroke), Chris
Hoerrner (Freestyle), David Lindros
(Freestyle, 100 Backstroke and But-
terfly), Griffin Morgan (Freestyle),
Alex Prystupa (100 Breaststroke) and
Nick Youssef (Freestyle, IM). Of note
among this group of sophomores is
David Lindros who has a chance to
improve upon his personal best times
of 53.92 in the 100 Backstroke and
58.42 in the 100 Butterfly. Aedan
Collins has already posted a time of
22.62 in the 50 Freestyle this season
against Summit.

A healthy contingent of 13 fresh-
men will fill out the roster. Matt
Barmakian, Eric Bebel, Ryan Bebel,
Nick Bond, Jack Cifelli, Colin Daniel,
Teddy Diamantopolous, Alex
Kingsley, Zach Kronheimer, Dean
Pucciarelli, Jonathan Stiles and Steven
Warren will be among those hoping
to make a splash this season.

Westfield is already off to a fast
start having rolled to early opening
week victories at Summit, 137-33, on
December 5 and home over Cranford,
129-40 on December 9.

“We get into some really interest-
ing meets now with upcoming oppo-
nents Bridgewater – Raritan and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood this week,”
said Knight. “Then we get CBA in
January, which is really going to be a
strong team for us to face.”

Westfield travels to Bridgewater
for a meet tomorrow, December 19,
at 3:30 p.m. They then host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on December 22 at
2:30 p.m.

First Wrestling Champ
Recalls the Early Days

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Goods & Services You Need

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

Howard Miller Certified service technician

We make house calls • All types of watch and clock repair

Grandfather clock repairJONES

CONSTRUCTION
COMMITTED TO SUPERIOR

QUALITY & CRAFTMANSHIP

908-380-9984
Additons • Alterations • Excavating
Waterproofing • Hardscapes • Decks

NJ LIC # 13VH08056400

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

PAINTING

MARINO’S PAINTING
“The Neatest Painter Around”

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Expert preparation & clean-up

• Paper Hanging & Wall Paper Removal
 • Sheetrock & Trimwork - Powerwashing

• Deck Repairs & Staining - Driveway Seal Coating
• We Clean Windows & Gutters • Hepa Vacuum Sanding

Lic. # 13VH01137900

908-688-0481

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-030707-14
FILE NO. 18871-14

NOTICE TO REDEEM

FWDSL & ASSOCIATES LP;
PLAINTIFF VS. ELLESTENE
KNOX, HER HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES AND HIS,
HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; NEAL THOMPSON;
PHYLLIS KNOX; AVCO FI-
NANCIAL SERVICES, INC. N/
K/A CITIFINANCIAL SER-
VICES; JNH FUNDING CORP.;
CITIFINANCIAL SERVICES,
INC.; EDISON TAX SERVICES
LLC; ACCOUNT ACQUISI-
TIONS INC; CAPITAL ONE
BANK; STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY; DEFENDANT(S)

TO: ELLESTENE KNOX, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on December 10, 2014, the Supe-
rior Court Fixed January 23, 2015 between
the hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon
and four o’clock in the afternoon, prevail-
ing time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 2 BLOCK 238 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 120868 is
$21,316.99, together with interest from
October 31, 2014 and costs of $1,353.38.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $60.18

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinances as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
December 16, 2014.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2030

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ARTICLE 2 OF THE LAND USE
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2031

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ARTICLE 12 OF THE LAND
USE ORDINANCE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ORDINANCE NO. 2032

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CERTAIN ZONE BOUND-
ARIES AND MODIFYING THE
ZONING MAP

ORDINANCE NO.4033

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD AMENDING AR-
TICLE 11.32 NS-AMFH TOD
ZONING DISTRICT OF THE
LAND USE ORDINANCE”

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2034

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 20

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2035

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD TO CREATE THE
POSITION OF DIRECTOR OF
PUBLIC WORKS WITHIN THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
WORKS, DIVISION OF CON-
STRUCTION & MAINTE-
NANCE

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2036

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.
1993 ENTITLED “AN ORDI-
NANCE FIXING THE WAGES
OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES
OF THE PUBLIC WORKS DE-
PARTMENT.”

1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary of the Westfield Board of
Education, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, by authority of said Board,
solicits sealed bids for pupil transporta-
tion. Bids to be received at the Business
Office of the Westfield Board of Education,
located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, up to 9:00 am on Tuesday,
January 6, 2015.

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES – TWO ROUTES

IN-DISTRICT ROUTE
AND

UNION COUNTY VOCATIONAL
SCHOOL ROUTE

2014/2015 School Year
Specifications and full information may

be obtained upon application at the Busi-
ness Office of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

All bids must be submitted on a bid form
which will be furnished upon application at
the Office of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion. Bids which are not submitted on such
form may be rejected.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c.127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27). Affirmative Action.

The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids.

By order of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation

Dana Sullivan
School Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $35.19

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at 7:30PM
in the Borough of Garwood Municipal Build-
ing, Council Chambers, located at 403
South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, a
PUBLIC HEARING will be held by the
Planning Board of the Borough of Garwood
for preliminary and final site plan approval
on the Application submitted by the Appli-
cants/Owners, Sandro Villaraut and An-
gela Villaraut, for the property located at
484 Fourth Avenue, Block 102, Lot 10 on
the Tax Map of the Borough of Garwood.
The Applicants are proposing to construct
an age-restricted multi-family development
consisting of 9 townhouses and related
site improvements on the property and
previously obtained variances including,
but not limited to, use, density and height,
from the Planning Board for the project by
way of a bifurcated application, however,
the Applicant reserves the right to request
any such other variances, relief and/or
waivers that may be required upon an
analysis of the plans and testimony at this
PUBLIC HEARING.

When the case is called, you may ap-
pear either in person or by agent or attor-
ney and present any objections which you
may have to the granting of this Applica-
tion. The Board does, however, have the
right to exclude repetitious testimony. The
Application materials are on file and avail-
able for public inspection in the Planning/
Zoning Office located in the Borough of
Garwood Municipal Building, 403 South
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, during
that Office’s normal business hours.

Stephen F. Hehl, Esq.
HEHL & HEHL, P.C.,

Attorneys for the Applicants
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $38.76

Probitas Verus Honos


