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SEVENTY FIVE CENTS

Council Passes Resolution Opposing
Construction of Pilgrim Pipeline
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its last regular
public meeting of the year Tuesday
evening, the Westfield Town Council
passed a resolution supporting the
recent actions of the New Jersey State
Senate and New Jersey State Assembly. Both bodies passed resolutions
opposing the Pilgrim Pipeline project

in New Jersey.
As covered in a recent edition of
The Westfield Leader, the Pilgrim
Pipeline is a proposed project consisting of two adjacent 179-mile pipes
which would carry unrefined oil via
one pipeline from Albany, N.Y. to the
Bayway Refinery, located in Linden.
The unrefined oil would be processed
at the Bayway facility and the result-
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THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS...Rabbi Levi Block of the Union County Torah
Center leads the ceremony to light the Menorah for the first night of Hanukkah
in downtown Westfield on Tuesday night.

CF Council Hears Residents’
Concerns on Pipeline
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee heard a report Monday at
its workshop meeting, as well as resident concerns, on the Pilgrim Pipeline, a possible oil pipeline route that
would transport crude oil from Albany, N.Y. to Linden, N.J. and return
to Albany the refined products.
David Pringle, a lobbyist who works
for Clean Water Action, and a
Cranford resident, met with the committee along with Nelson Ditmar of
the township’s environmental commission to provide information to the
committee on the pipeline that is being pursued by Pilgrim Pipeline Holdings LLC.
Thus far, the township has not
passed a resolution opposing the Pilgrim Pipeline. More than half of the
New Jersey municipalities that would
be affected have passed resolutions
opposing the pipeline, Mr. Pringle
said. A leak or explosion are some of
the concerns of having the pipeline.
Lisa O’Leary of Elmora Avenue
said she was concerned of the volatility of the oil.
“We have much more toxic stuff,”
Mayor Andis Kalnins said. He further
responded that crude oil cannot be lit
with a match. But during Mr. Pringle’s
report, the lobbyist clarified that the
type of crude oil Pilgrim would transport is more volatile than traditional
crude oil. “This one does carry more
risk than a typical oil pipeline,” Mr.

Pringle added.
“Having these products buried underground is a safer means to transport these types of products,” Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr. said.
Mayor Kalnins said to Ms. O’Leary
that he needed more information on
the pipeline before he could make a
determination on passing a resolution to oppose the Pilgrim Pipeline.
He said the pros are taking away
traffic of vehicles transporting the oil
through other methods, such as barges
and trains.
However, Mr. Pringle said later in
his report it is the contrary. “This is
increasing capacity,” he said, noting
the trains and barges will continue to
transport as well.
Cranford’s drinking water is obtained from the Highlands, where the
pipeline also would go through. “So,
it is a significant drinking water concern for us,” Mr. Pringle said.
Also, Pilgrim has been “bullying”
residents, Mr. Pringle said, to gain
access to their property to survey the
land. “They don’t have right to eminent domain,” said Mr. Pringle, who
advised homeowners to not allow
Pilgrim on their property. Georgia
Avenue, the area by Hillside Avenue
School, and Myrtle Avenue are some
of the residential areas where the pipeline would be installed.
PSE&G recently opposed the Pilgrim Pipeline by denying access to
its right-of-way. Pilgrim wants to run
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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HOLIDAY CHEER… The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts alpenhorns
entertain shoppers in downtown Westfield on Saturday.

ing products (gasoline, diesel fuel,
jet fuel, heating oil) would be shipped
back to Albany through the adjacent
pipeline.
Opponents of the project, such as
the New Jersey Chapter of the Sierra
Club, are concerned about potential
contamination of the area’s water
table as well as damage from erosion
if the pipeline is constructed.
Another concern, according to the
Sierra Club, is the type of oil that will
be transported. Known as Bakken
shale, the oil is produced through
fracking and is one of the most explosive types of oil in the world.
The proposed area in Westfield that
would be affected is located on three
parcels of land bordering Clark by
Terminal Avenue. Two of the parcels
are owned by private citizens and the
other is owned by PSEG (Public Service Enterprise Group). Construction
in Westfield would involve the assembly of 2,000 linear feet of pipe.
In the governing body’s conference session, Councilman James Forest spoke regarding the pipeline. “This
was brought to our attention some
time ago…we have discussed it with
council members in Montvale,
Watchung, Chatham, a number of
municipalities who are also facing it.
So we understand the gravity of the
situation for Westfield,” he said.
Mr. Foerst continued, “Essentially,
the pieces of property are on the other
side of the train tracks near Sid FayHoulihan Fields. So even though it’s
on the outskirts of our town, nevertheless, the council feels it’s very
important because it does affect our
town in some way.
“So we looked at it, we reviewed it,
we talked to these other towns, looked
at both the Pilgrim Pipeline website
and their information as opposed to
some opposition pieces that were out
there, to try to get both versions of it,”
he stated.
After considering this information,
the town council voted to issue a
resolution supporting the State SenCONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT… Youngsters, members of the Westfield ‘Y’s Men’s Club, assist in trimming trees during the club’s
annual Christmas tree sale.

Garwood Officially Opens
Sports and Rec. Complex
By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi officially opened the
much-debated $3.2-million athletic
field complex on Sunday, using an
oversized pair of gold scissors to cut
a red ribbon in front of the site’s
1,500-square-foot field house.
With a crowd of about 100 in attendance, including three Union County
freeholders and all but one of the
borough’s six-member council, Mrs.
Quattrocchi noted the complex’s longago origins, citing the efforts of former
council members Kathleen Villaggio
and Charles Lombardo, who will become mayor in January.

Marano & Sons OK’d For
Variance for Antique Cars
By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Marano & Sons’
auto dealership has been granted a
variance permitting use of its property at 201 South Avenue to store car
inventory and sell – by appointment
only – antique and specialty vehicles.
By a unanimous vote, the planning
board at its December 10 meeting
approved the application by Ralph
Marano for his property at the corner
of South Avenue and Oak Street.
While preliminary and final site-plan
approvals were formally granted, they
were unneeded since Mr. Marano will
not be changing the property.
Mr. Marano has already been using
the property to store his higher-end
and antique vehicles inside the building on site. The property is zoned for
commercial use, but not for automobile sales, prompting his request.
“I’ve been doing this for 40 years,”
Mr. Marano told the board. “I just
want to do it the right way.”
Mr. Marano said he envisions one
day turning the property into a lot that
would just sell antique cars.
Besides the empty lot and building
at 201 South Avenue, Marano & Sons
has three other properties in Garwood:
car lots at 507 South Avenue and 150
South Avenue and an antique car
museum at 49 South Avenue.
“As I’m getting older, I have to get
out of this rat race,” he said. “Find
something slower.”
The 201 South Avenue property
sits on the south side of South Avenue
and the west side of Oak Street, directly across from The Home Depot

hardware store.
Several board members expressed
concern about the intersection because of the volume of vehicles and
the difficulty making turns across traffic.
Mr. Marano assured the board that
his use variance will not substantially
alter traffic, since the building will be
almost always unmanned. He did say
in addition to by-appointment sales
and storage, he would use the lot for
outside display of some of his more
rare models.
Since commercial properties require one shade tree for every five
parking spaces, and the site will add
four parking spaces, the issue of where
to plant a tree was discussed.
Site planner Wayne Ingram, testifying on behalf of Mr. Marano, suggested the tree not be planted between the sidewalk and curb, lest it
create a visibility issue for cars seeking to turn onto South Avenue from
Oak Street.
Mr. Marano agreed to plant the tree
somewhere else in the borough, and
then offered to plant two trees.
“I’ve got seven Nierstedt trees
somewhere around the borough,” he
said, sparking laughter in the room.
The reference was to Garwood
Borough Councilman and planning
board member Bill Nierstedt, the
chairman of the council’s streets, roads
and ecology committee. Mr. Nierstedt
is known for his liberal environmental views, fondness for trees and the
strict adherence to ordinances regarding them.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

“They all know how long this has
actually been going on,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said, noting her own involvement since 1997, “and the many
phases this facility went through to
what it finally became.”
The facility will officially be known
as the Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex. The ribbon-cutting
came after a more than 18-month
delay, and with members of the Department of Public Works scurrying
the day before to complete last-minute
touches and final cleanup.
Initially delayed by Superstorm
Sandy and then further slowed by soil
contamination issues, the project was
the source of heated discussion on
council between several of the Democratic members and Republican Jim
Mathieu. It also was mentioned often
in the recent campaigns for council
and mayor. Mr. Mathieu was absent
from Sunday’s ceremony.
All were smiles under partly sunny
skies and 50-degree temperatures
during the festivities. Within minutes
of Mrs. Quattrocchi’s remarks, about
40 children took to the synthetic soccer/field hockey field, playing soccer, field hockey and touch football.
“It did take a long time, but it’s
been in the plans for well over 10

years,” said Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli, who was the project’s
liaison to council and the most closely
involved council member with it. “I’m
just glad it’s here... No more monthly
meetings. No more reports to get questioned on.”
Besides the synthetic field – an
under-14, 88-by-60-yard-wide layout
— the 4.85-acre complex is surrounded by a gravel walking path and
includes a youth baseball field, basketball court, bocce court and playground area. It is located in the southeast corner of the borough bordered
by Rankin Avenue and New Street
and at the end of Spruce Street.
Both the soccer and baseball fields
have electronic scoreboards.
Apart from restrooms and a meeting room, the field house has a corridor overlooking the soccer field with
sliding glass doors and a kitchen/
concession stand, outfitted with a refrigerator, freezer, stove, grill, griddle
and fryer.
Sitting across from the field house
atop a six-step deck is a 500-foot,
two-story storage/announcers’ booth,
which has views of both the baseball
and soccer fields.
Besides being open to the general
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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PROUD MOMENT… Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi (second from right) cuts
the ribbon to officially open the Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex on
Sunday.
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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

APPLIANCE

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

908-233-0400

220 ELMER STREET

Westfield, NJ 07090

County Looks to Accept
Hudson JV Detainees
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
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FROM ROCKEFELLER CENTER… The Christmas tree is beautifully lit for
the holiday season as crowds gather to enjoy the famous tree.

MS Council OKs Amending
Contract For Eng. Services
By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Mountainside Borough Council conducted
its final meeting of 2014 on Tuesday,
during which officials dealt with several administration and financial matters.
The council unanimously voted to
amend the professional service contract with M. Disko Associates for engineering services. The increase was
needed in order to accommodate unexpected costs associated with extensive
road work in the community and a
large-scale road improvement project
by Elizabethtown Gas Company.
Council members also voted in favor
of accepting the borough engineer’s
recommendation that they refund temporary sign permit fees paid by Uncle
Bob’s Self Storage, AmeriCare Physical Therapy, Alphagraphics and Olympia Gymnastics. All of the businesses
have made their signage permanent
and are entitled to refunds under the
land use ordinance. In other land use
matters, the council conducted a second reading and received no public
comment on the revisions to the regulations regarding the construction of
fences, walls and sheds. Under the new
ordinance, zoning permits will be required for the construction of any fence
six feet or less in height and the construction of any sheds or similar structures 100 square feet or less in size. No
fence or walls higher than six feet will
be allowed in residential areas or within
six inches of a property line or street
side line. Finally, Mayor Paul Mirabelli
reminded residents that information
regarding the new fees for zoning permits has been posted on the borough’s
website.
In other business, the council voted
to approve a raffle application by the
Lions Eye Bank of New Jersey for an
on-premises raffle and a 50-50 offpremises draw raffle, and also voted to
return $24,758 to the borough’s capital

budget. The amount represents the unexpended funds allocated for the replacement of the boiler in Borough
Hall.
Councilwoman Deanna Andre reminded all residents that council
meetings, school information, sports
and other borough events are all available for viewing on Mountainside
TV, which can be found on YouTube,
and Mayor Mirabelli urged the public to join the council at the annual
reorganization meeting which will
be held on Tuesday, January 6 at 7
p.m. During the reorganization meeting new members of the police, fire
and rescue squad will be sworn in, as
will newly-reelected Councilman
Keith C. Turner and Councilwoman
Andre.

Antique Cars
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Mr. Nierstedt was not present for
the remark, having recused himself
earlier in the evening since, as a sitting council member, he cannot vote
on use variances.
There were other light moments
during the good-natured hearing, as
well. When asked if Mr. Marano
planned to park his overflow cars on
the grass and if he anticipated that
would cause problems, Mr. Ingram
replied, “We’re not going to be doing
donuts in the grass.”
In other actions, before leaving the
meeting, Mr. Nierstedt said he was
aware that the board of education
(BOE) is required to submit a fiveyear plan to the planning board. Planning board member Michael Vena
noted that the board has not seen a
plan from the BOE in at least eight
years, prompting Mr. Nierstedt to ask
that the planning board ask the BOE
to appear before the planning board
at its January meeting.

Westfield Police to Crack
Down on Drunk Drivers
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Police Department will again be cracking down on drunk drivers as part of
the annual year end “Drive Sober or
Get Pulled Over” statewide campaign.
Beginning on December 5, 2014
and continuing through January 2,
2015, the Westfield Police Department will be conducting increased
police patrols dedicated to looking for
motorists who may be driving while
intoxicated.
“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” is
a national effort which seeks to raise
awareness about the dangers of drinking and driving through a combination of high-visibility police enforcement and public education.
“This initiative can help save lives
at a time of the year when drunk
driving traditionally increases by
nearly 10 percent," stated Westfield
Police Chief David C. Wayman.
“It brings needed attention to the
serious consequences of drunk driving and highlights the grave dangers
that drunk drivers present to others,”
the chief added.
Last year, 22 percent of all motor

vehicle fatalities in New Jersey were
alcohol-related. Nationally, more than
10,000 people die each year in drunk
driving crashes.
Chief Wayman and the Westfield
Police Department offer the following
advice for a safe end of the year holiday season:
– Take mass transit, call a taxi service or ask a sober friend to drive you
home;
– Spend the night where the activity
or party is held;
– If you see an impaired driver on
the road, contact local law enforcement – your actions may save
someone’s life – and your inaction
could cost someone’s life;
– Always buckle-up, every ride –
it’s your best defense against a drunken
driver;
– If you are intoxicated and traveling on foot, the safest way to get home
is to take a taxi or have a sober family
member or friend drive or escort you
to your doorstep;
– Be responsible – if someone you
know has been drinking, don’t let that
person get behind the wheel.

COUNTY — Union and Hudson
Counties are continuing to work
out an agreement whereby youth
housed at Hudson’s Juvenile Detention Center would be transferred
to Union County’s detention center
in Linden. The deal is expected to
generate $2.1 million in revenue
into Union County’s coffers while
saving Hudson $5 million.
Hudson would pay Union County
$230 per day in the first year of the
agreement and $240 per day in the
second year, according to a Union
County press release. Hudson averages 30 juvenile detainees per day,
according to a Jersey Journal article. The two-year agreement is to
start January 1.
The contract would guarantee that
at least 20 juveniles be housed at
the Union County facility. Union
County replaced its former 34-bed
detention facility with a 76-bed,
70,000-square-foot facility in
March of 2008.
“This is an example of good governmental policy that would maximize the revenue potential of an
asset the county has in our newer
juvenile detention center,” Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak said
through a press release issued Friday. “We are optimistic a final arrangement will be worked out
soon.”
The Hudson board tabled a vote
on the agreement at its meeting last
Thursday, the same night the Union
County board discussed the pending agreement in executive session.
Both counties recently worked out
an agreement for Diana Youst, the
director of Hudson’s detention center, to serve as acting superintendent of Union County’s facility.
Union County is reimbursing
Hudson for Ms. Youst’ salary and
fringe benefits.
Both counties also have looked at
sending adult inmates from the
Union County jail to the Hudson
lockup.
In other business, the Union
County Freeholder Board adopted
an ordinance last Thursday that bans
the practice of hydraulic fracturing
on county-owned land.
The ordinance “prohibits and
bans all drilling for natural gas, and
exploration for natural gas, beyond

CF Council
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its pipe parallel to the PSE&G line.
Currently, Cranford has existing
pipelines in the township by the
Conrail line, the committee said.
Michelle Shibbitz, a resident of
Hillside Place said, “The scariest part
for me is, yes, we have old lines that
go through Cranford, but only onefifth of those lines get inspected on a
regular basis.” Michael Miller of
Westfield echoed her comments and
added that budget cuts to state departments have resulted in a lack of inspections.
A resident of Madison Avenue,
Annette Johnson, said she was concerned with how the township was
developing, and how those changes
are “not fitting in with the town I
moved into 13 years ago.” She noted
the new large apartment buildings
being built and the loss of trees during
storms and not seeing them replanted,
and she said the Pilgrim Pipeline was
the “cherry on top.”
The township passed a resolution
in September to obtain services from
Bohler Engineering to provide services in connection with the
township’s participation with the
National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) Community Rating System
(CRS), which is an incentive program to provide floodplain management activities that exceed the minimum NFIP requirements. As a result,
flood insurance premium rates are
discounted. Township Engineer Carl
O’Brien said in his report that for the
township to be admitted to the CRS,
Cranford would have to enforce the
ordinance and then get approvals from
state agencies. Residents could see a
5-percent savings in the beginning,
and savings could go as high as 45
percent, should the township earn the
credits as stipulated by the CRS program.
A floodplain manager designated
by the township is necessary to oversee the process, Mr. O’Brien said.
Township Administrator Terence Wall
said a designee needs to be clarified.
The position has been appointed to
the construction code official, but in
the past the township engineer did the
actual work. There was no stipend
paid for this post in the past, Mr.
Hannen told The Westfield Leader.

the reconnaissance phase” on all
county-owned properties.
“The Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders recognizes that
the exploratory, drilling and extraction operations in hydraulic fracturing pose significant risks to public health, safety, and welfare, as
well as the natural resources of
Union County,” according to the
ordinance.
“Fracking is a drilling technique
which uses vast quantities of water
mixed with chemicals and solids
pumped into shale formations at
high pressure to fracture the shale
formations. As a result, the water,
known as wastewater, becomes contaminated with heavy metals that
present a risk to the people and
property of the County of Union,”
according to the ordinance.
Per a question from Bruce Paterson of Garwood, First Deputy
County Counsel Rosalba Comas
said the ordinance could be rescinded or the language amended.
County Manager Al Faella said
the ordinance also enables the Department of Parks and Recreation
to “have some flexibility” in providing discounts and special programs at some county events without having to come back to the
freeholders to amend the county
ordinance each time.
He said the ordinance also addresses encroachment on county
properties, skateboard safety, etc.
The board also approved a
$300,000 contract with the New
Jersey State AFL-CIO Community
Services Agency, Inc. to run a program to help documented persons
in Union County gain United States
citizenship. The program will be
located at the county’s Workforce
Innovation Business (WIB) Center
at the Jersey Gardens Mall in Elizabeth.
William Reyes, director of the
Department of Economic Development, said, according to statistics
from the U.S. Immigration Office,
there are 52,000 documented persons in Union County.
Mr. Paterson of Garwood said
that statistic means one in 10 persons in the county is documented.
The board also renewed its policy
with the New Jersey Counties Excess Joint Insurance Fund at $2.6
million. Norman Albert, director of
administrative services, said Union
County is one of nine counties that
belong to the joint insurance fund.
He said the purpose of the fund is to
“price out the best prices for excess
insurance.”
“I think it protects us,” Mr. Albert
said.
At the start of the meeting the
board recognized the nurses and
participants of JFK Medical
Center’s “Plainfield Health Connections” Program. The program’s
goal is to improve the health and
wellness of the underinsured and
uninsured by connecting them to
health resources and to reduce visits to the emergency room.

WF Council
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ate and State Assembly in their opposition to construction of the pipeline.
During the public comments section of the meeting, several residents addressed the council, thanking them for issuing the resolution.
Also during the public comments
section, resident Sharon Stockwell
addressed the council regarding the
demolition of a single-family dwelling on Prospect Street. Ms. Stockwell
wished the council to delay the vote
for its demolition so the owner would
consider an alternate course of action.
Councilman Sam Della Fera explained to Ms. Stockwell that the
town council had no authority in this
matter, as the dwelling was personal
property. Mr. Della Fera suggested
Ms. Stockwell organize the residents
on her block to apply for historic
preservation status, such as those
located in the Kimball Avenue District.
Finally, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea announced the council’s annual reorganization meeting will be
held on Friday, January 2, at 6 p.m.
The meeting will be open to the public.
The next town council conference session open to the public is
scheduled for Tuesday, January 13,
at 7p.m., at the municipal building, located at 425 East Broad
Street. The conference session will
be immediately followed by the
council’s regular public meeting
at 7:45 p.m.
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HOLY NIGHT... Angels are aglow around the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree
in New York City.

Council Passes Land Use,
Property Main. Ordinances
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee passed the final reading
of four ordinances Tuesday night —
the land development ordinance, an
ordinance to amend the expiration
date of certain licenses and permits,
the property maintenance code, and
an amended ordinance that includes
the powers and duties of the township administrator.
The land development ordinance
supplements Chapter 136 of the general code, and has been in the revision stages for 10 years, Commissioner Robert D’Ambola said. It supports the new master plan that was
adopted by the township committee
in 2009.
The planning board said in a letter
and at a recent meeting that the ordinance is substantially consistent with
the master plan. The board made 10
recommendations for items for the
committee to clarify by way of the
zoning ordinance. Some of the items
included stricter foot candle requirements in commercial zones that are
adjacent to residential zones; consideration of striking industrial and
manufacturing uses as a principal
permitted uses in the C-2 zone, as
well as consideration to deleting car
dealerships, hotels and motels as a
conditional use in the C-2 zone, and
consideration to allowing grocery
stores and restaurants as a principal
permitted use in the C-2 zone.
Resident and Cranford Downtown
Management Corporation member
Gary Goodman asked questions of
the township Planner Paul Ricci regarding the laws pertaining to properties in the downtown core and if
changes to the land development ordinance affect businesses that change
ownership and cause a non-conformance.
“The zoning officer would determine a legal non-conforming use and
issue a permit,” Mr. Ricci said.
Mayor Andis Kalnins responded
by saying, “We would certainly look
at any recommendations as a possibility of changing it next year.” He
went on to say he had brought up the
land development ordinance being
reviewed at every event he attended
this year.
Frank Krause, a resident of
Pittsfield Street, recommended to
the committee that it consider having site plan reviews go before not
only the Board of Adjustment but
also the Planning Board and have a
requirement of the site plan be approved by the Planning Board before it goes before the Board of
Adjustment.
“(This requirement is) the only way
we can keep this town from going
downhill,” Mr. Krause said.
He accused the Board of Adjustment for passing variance applications that he feels have deteriorated
the development of Cranford. He cited
the Citgo gas station on North Avenue, the two new banks on North
Avenue and town homes near the 555
South Avenue development as applications he felt that should not have
been granted.
“One of the reasons we passed this
year is to limit the interpretation,”
Mayor Kalnins said.
Joanne Pulaski, a resident of
Scherer Street, came before the committee again complaining about the
rat problem in her neighborhood. She
said there is still evidence of rats
since August.
“Can’t you help us?” pleaded Ms.
Pulaski.
The vacant home on Ms. Pulaski’s
block has been foreclosed, Township
Attorney Diane Dabulas said. Well
Fargo bank, who owns the property,
had sent someone inside the property

to inspect for rats, and that person
reported no rats in the house, Ms.
Dabulas said. Well Fargo has not given
the township permission to enter the
home, Ms. Dabulas said, but has continued to pursue the bank to get the
approval to enter the home.
Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said she would make calls on the
matter.
David Pringle, a lobbyist who
works for Clean Water Action, and
Cranford resident of Walnut Avenue,
after meeting with the committee
Monday, said he wanted to notify
residents that if they need legal assistance with any bullying tactics
used by Pilgrim Pipeline Holdings
LLC. That they contact him and his
company could help. He said residents could call him at (908) 2728949, or come to his home.
The township has not passed a
resolution opposing the Pilgrim
Pipeline, a possible oil pipeline route
that would transport crude oil from
Albany, N.Y. to Linden, N.J. and
return to Albany the refined products.
Mr. Pringle said he found new information regarding oil spills in pipelines. “Eighty percent of gallons
spilled in the U.S. have been from
pipelines and not barges or trains,”
Mr. Pringle said.
Mayor Kalnins said the committee
would most likely make a decision
on its stance on the pipeline early
next year.
Commissioner Robert D’Ambola
said residents who would like a tree
planted on their property can contact
the Department of Public Works
(DPW) at dpw@cranford.org. The
DPW has red oaks, honey locusts and
hornbeam trees.
Union County will push pack paving Springfield Avenue in Cranford
until the spring, Mr. D’Ambola said.
Cranford has completed paving
Herning and Brookdale Avenues and
is expected to begin the paving the
Southwest part of township in the
spring.
The Cranford High School Cougars football team’s record year and
competitive game at Met Life Stadium was also congratulated amongst
the committee.
“I am very proud of them and the
residents for showing up at game,”
Ms. Adubato said. “It was exciting to
be there.”
Mayor Kalnins thanked the committee and staff for the work done
this year.
“We did accomplish a lot. It
wouldn’t have been without the staff
who do the work that makes the
town what it is,” Mayor Kalnins
said. “It has been an honor and
privilege to serve as mayor this
year.”
The committee will hold a brief
meeting on Tuesday, December 30
at 7 p.m. and a reorganization meeting Thursday, January 1 at 1 p.m.

GW Sports
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public, the synthetic field will be
used by the Lincoln School soccer
and field hockey teams, an aspect
that is especially pleasing to Council
President Ann Tarantino.
“We’re relieved that it’s over. We’re
happy that it’s open,” said Councilwoman Tarantino, who served seven
years on the Garwood Board of Education, including as president. “I’m
most happy that the Garwood school
athletes will have a field to call their
home.
“I have a connection to the school,
so that’s one of the things that is dear
to me, that they have a home field
now,” she concluded.

Merry Christmas

Send your holiday wishes to all in next week’s newspaper on Friday, December 26,
by visiting www.goleader.com/christmas/greeting before Monday, December 22.
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LaCosta Dismissed By SP Due
To Racist, Sexist E-Mails
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Zoning Officer and Building Inspector Robert LaCosta, a township employee for more than 35
years, was dismissed from his position on Monday after it was discovered that he had received and then
redistributed e-mails that could be
described as racist and sexist from
his municipal government account.
According to an e-mail sent by
Township Manager Jerry Giaimis
to members of the township council, a formal request was made on
December 2 — under the Open
Public Records Act — from an
anonymous John Doe seeking e-

mails between Mr. Giaimis, Mr.
LaCosta and Paul Malool, a battalion chief with the fire department,
on specific dates. Mr. Giaimis told
the council he complied with the
request for his e-mails but that, “for
some reason those coming from Bob
LaCosta were taking too much time
and I, along with Jeff [Lehrer, the
township attorney], started to receive e-mails from the John Doe
pressing the township for responses.”
Mr. Giaimis said that he then accessed the municipal government’s
computer server himself and “reviewed the e-mails from and to Mr.
LaCosta for the defined time periods. What I found was a large col-

Courtesy of Brian Horton

TOP VOLUNTEER…Fanwood Rescue Squad President Steve Siegal comments
after being named Fanwood's Volunteer-of-the-Month for December at the
Borough Council meeting on December 15.

Fanwood Council Goes On
Record to Oppose Pipeline
By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough council, on Monday evening, at its last
meeting of the year, passed a resolution opposing the Pilgrim Pipeline,
which proposes to construct a pipeline that would travel through the
borough.
Pilgrim Pipeline Holdings, LLC is
proposing a bi-directional pipe to
transport crude oil and refined petroleum products between Albany, N.Y.
and Linden or, as some reports have
it, the Port Reading section of
Woodbridge Township. Port Reading lies on the Kill Van Kull, known
locally as the Arthur Kill. It is the
waterway which separates Staten Island, N.Y. from New Jersey.
The resolution states that the mayor
and council understand the crude oil
will be the product to be extracted by
the process of hydraulic fracturing or
“fracking,” which has been alleged to
deplete clean water resources and
create toxic air emissions and radioactive waste, and to release large quantities of methane gas into the atmo-

sphere.
It also states that the oil will be
under high vapor pressure, which may
cause it to generate combustible gases.
The resolution further states it can
cause significant safety concerns involving potential harm to the borough infrastructure and might have a
negative impact on further development in the borough.
Other concerns noted in the resolution are the availability of available
work space and that construction
would place heavy equipment in close
proximity to homes and foundations.
Outlined in the resolution are fears of
the impact to local soils, the reduction of water absorption and the fear
of future flooding.
Also stated was the fear concerning the large volume of flammable oil
in the pipeline that would be carried
through residential neighborhoods,
which could cause an explosion.
Along with other environmental
concerns, such as possible contamination of ground water if an explosion or spill occurred, is the probable
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS...Rabbi Levi Block of the Union County Torah
Center leads the ceremony to light the Menorah for the first night of Hanukkah
in downtown Westfield on Tuesday night.

lection” of e-mails that Mr. LaCosta
was forwarding from and receiving
to his municipal government account. Among the sampling of emails provided to the council by
Mr. Giaimis were messages derogatory to African-Americans, Muslims and Mexicans.
“An employee can’t control what
is sent to them,” Mr. Giaimis told
the council in his e-mail message,
“but in this case, Mr. LaCosta was
the sender to a large number of
recipients. In one, his response was,
‘excellent.’” Mr. Giaimis concluded, “Any employee who sends
e-mails like this deserves to be terminated and that is what occurred.”
Mr. LaCosta declined to speak to
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
but Ted Schiller, his attorney, called
the dismissal “clearly retaliatory,”
mentioning two incidents this year
involving Mr. LaCosta’s insistence
that permits were required before a
new pavilion could be installed and
used at Brookside Park this summer and, earlier, that permits were
needed before the Darby Road restaurant on Park Avenue could erect
a tent for its St. Patrick’s Day weekend event. Mr. Giaimis told The
Times that, while he understood Mr.
Schiller was “vigorously defending his client, if he believes that,
he’s living in a fantasy land.”
As for the e-mails, Mr. Schiller
told The Times, “Whatever the emails are, they certainly don’t give
rise to termination.” He pointed to
Mr. LaCosta’s “30-year history and
clean record” of employment with
the municipal government. “You
don’t terminate a guy for forwarding e-mails.”
Mr. Schiller promised to do
“whatever is necessary to defend
Bob” and said a lawsuit contesting
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of Brian Horton

A SANTA SELFIE... It's not just the kids who want photos with Santa. Kathleen Conheeney and Judi Lynch, both of
Fanwood, pose for a "selfie" with Santa December 13 during a stop in front of the Lynch home on Hunter Avenue in
Fanwood. For 15 years, the Lynch family has hosted a party for more than 100 people and Santa stops by during his rounds
in the borough.

SP-F Consolidation Study Panel
Dissolves Over Lack of Funds
By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Consolidation
Study Commission met, last
Wednesday evening, for the last
time. Don Parisi, an attorney from
Scotch Plains, who has served as
the commission chairman for the
past 16 months, asked the group to
vote to dissolve the commission.
The reason, he said, is lack of ad-

Raiders Varsity Soccer
Teams Recognized by BOE
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) honored the Raiders highschool varsity girls’ and high-school
varsity boys’ soccer teams Thursday
night. Each team and the coach received a resolution recognizing their
winning records.
The high-school varsity girls’ soccer team achieved 21 wins — a school
record for wins — one loss and one
tie. The team ranked no. 5 in a StarLedger poll. It earned the county title
and North II Group IV State Sectional Title. The girls’ team coaches
are Head Coach Kevin Ewing and
Assistant Varsity Coach Michelle
Tobier, assisted by JV Coach Matt
Tiedemann and Freshman Coach Joe
Higgins.
The high-school boys’ varsity soccer team achieved 22 wins and four
losses. The team ended the season
ranked no. 2 in the Star-Ledger poll.
It earned the county title, North II
Group IV State Sectional Title and
the North Group IV Championship.
The team was statewide Group IV
Runner-Up. Team coaches are Head
Coach Thomas Breznitsky and Assistant Coach Joe Mortarulo.
The soccer teams’ success is a “sign
of outstanding team work,” Schools
Superintendent Margaret Hayes said,
and congratulated the teams and
coaches for their stellar year.
“Our soccer programs are
standouts,” Board President Trip
Whitehouse said.
Following the ceremony, the board
entered its public meeting.
The BOE is expected to vote on
first reading on three policies tonight.
The policy concerning excused absences will spell out that student absences from school due to religious

holidays or take-your-child-to-work
day will be considered excused absences and not counted toward the
180 days of school, board member
Douglas Layne said.
A policy for students to be screened
for dyslexia says that students in
grades K to 2 will be screened for
dyslexia and those students entering
the school district prior to sixth grade
will be screened for dyslexia.
A policy about home instruction
due to health conditions details those
health conditions that are allowable
to have home instruction.
A policy about transgender students
will ensure a “safe, supportive environment for all students,” Mr. Layne
said.
Board Vice-President Nancy Bauer
said in her curriculum committee report that Mandarin class will have
some
“slight
changes
in
proficiencies.” Also, the Language
Arts Acting elective will have a change
in title to Dramatic Literature and the
Actor, after students gave input on
how they would like to see the elective developed.
Director of Special Services Linda
Edwards and Anti-Bullying Coordinator Cailin Taggart presented an
update on the Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) report for
January to June 2014.
The report gave data on five categories: Violence had 13 incidents
(down from 15 last year) reported,
vandalism had four (down from 11
last year), weapons had three, substance had four, and HIB had 15
(down from 16 last year) incidents
reported. The HIB incidents included
49 that went under investigation, with
15 of those confirmed. Bullying incidents comprised one issue of race,
one issue of color, one issue of ancesCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

equate funds to finance the study.
The commission was made up of
a group of citizens from both towns
who believed that a study would
weigh the benefits of a merger,
which could possibly have saved
taxpayers money and increased the
efficiency of services to both towns.
Courage to Connect New Jersey,
a group advocating mergers among
the many small towns across the
state, donated $5,000 in seed money
to the commission to get the study
off the ground. With that money,
the panel was able to open a bank
account, purchase insurance, apply
for tax-exempt status and advertise
requests for proposals (RFPs) or
bids. The result was that two people
offered to do the study, one charging $75,000 and the other $100,000,
for a study that would take approximately a year. It would then be
possible, based on those findings,
to put a question on the ballot and
for citizens of both towns to vote on
whether or not to merge.
Marc Pfeiffer of the Center for
Local Grant Research at Rutgers
University offered to oversee the
RFP process on a voluntary basis to
assure compliance with New Jersey
law.
Eugene McCarthy, of the Local
Finance Board of the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs,
observed and advised the commis-

sion, but pointed out that the state
would no longer contribute money
to fund such efforts. He had recently been involved with the
merger of Princeton Borough and
Princeton Township. He warned
early on that the cost of a merger
would be approximately $2.3 million.
In recent local fund-raising efforts, the commission was able to
raise $5,000 in local donations. Fred
Lange,
chairman
of
the
commission’s finance committee,
researched foundations in an effort
to find some backing for the project.
Ann Saltzman of Fanwood, Sarah
Dreikorn of Scotch Plains and Matt
Juckes of Fanwood, members of
the finance committee, also helped
with that effort. Mr. Parisi met with
representatives of two foundations
who said they would be willing to
match funds that were raised locally. However, local donations
were not enough to get the study off
the ground.
Over the past 16 months, some
commission members became discouraged and left the commission.
One or two, such as Dan McCarey,
formerly of Fanwood, had moved
away. Pat Hoynes of Fanwood, an
alternate on the commission, told
Mr. Parisi, “I thought you did a
fantastic job.” Mr. Parisi replied,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of Brian Horton

AN ANNUAL TRADITION... Santa moves from one house to the next last
Saturday along Hunter Avenue in Fanwood on Fanwood Ladder 1 as part of the
annual Santa Ride, sponsored by the Fanwood Fire Deptartment, Rescue Squad
and PBA Local 123. They distributed more than 800 gifts to children.
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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

APPLIANCE

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

908-233-0400

220 ELMER STREET

Westfield, NJ 07090

County Looks to Accept
Hudson JV Detainees
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FROM ROCKEFELLER CENTER…The Christmas tree is beautifully lit for the
holiday season as crowds gather to enjoy the famous tree.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HOLY NIGHT... Angels are aglow around the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree
in New York City.

Westfield Police to Crack
Down on Drunk Drivers
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Police Department will again be
cracking down on drunk drivers as
part of the annual year end “Drive
Sober or Get Pulled Over” statewide campaign.
Beginning on December 5, 2014
and continuing through January 2,
2015, the Westfield Police Department will be conducting increased
police patrols dedicated to looking
for motorists who may be driving
while intoxicated.
“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over”
is a national effort which seeks to
raise awareness about the dangers
of drinking and driving through a
combination of high-visibility police enforcement and public education.
“This initiative can help save lives
at a time of the year when drunk
driving traditionally increases by
nearly 10 percent," stated Westfield
Police Chief David C. Wayman.
“It brings needed attention to the
serious consequences of drunk driving and highlights the grave dangers that drunk drivers present to
others,” the chief added.

Last year, 22 percent of all motor
vehicle fatalities in New Jersey were
alcohol-related. Nationally, more
than 10,000 people die each year in
drunk driving crashes.
Chief Wayman and the Westfield
Police Department offer the following advice for a safe end of the
year holiday season:
– Take mass transit, call a taxi
service or ask a sober friend to
drive you home;
– Spend the night where the activity or party is held;
– If you see an impaired driver on
the road, contact local law enforcement – your actions may save
someone’s life – and your inaction
could cost someone’s life;
– Always buckle-up, every ride –
it’s your best defense against a
drunken driver;
– If you are intoxicated and traveling on foot, the safest way to get
home is to take a taxi or have a
sober family member or friend drive
or escort you to your doorstep;
– Be responsible – if someone
you know has been drinking, don’t
let that person get behind the wheel.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SPREADING HOLIDAY CHEER… The Watson Bagpipers entertain shoppers
Saturday while walking along Central Avenue in downtown Westfield.

COUNTY — Union and Hudson
Counties are continuing to work out
an agreement whereby youth housed
at Hudson’s Juvenile Detention Center would be transferred to Union
County’s detention center in Linden.
The deal is expected to generate $2.1
million in revenue into Union
County’s coffers while saving Hudson
$5 million.
Hudson would pay Union County
$230 per day in the first year of the
agreement and $240 per day in the
second year, according to a Union
County press release. Hudson averages 30 juvenile detainees per day,
according to a Jersey Journal article.
The two-year agreement is to start
January 1.
The contract would guarantee that
at least 20 juveniles be housed at the
Union County facility. Union County
replaced its former 34-bed detention
facility with a 76-bed, 70,000-squarefoot facility in March of 2008.
“This is an example of good governmental policy that would maximize the revenue potential of an asset
the county has in our newer juvenile
detention center,” Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak said through a press
release issued Friday. “We are optimistic a final arrangement will be
worked out soon.”
The Hudson board tabled a vote on
the agreement at its meeting last
Thursday, the same night the Union
County board discussed the pending
agreement in executive session. Both
counties recently worked out an agreement for Diana Youst, the director of
Hudson’s detention center, to serve
as acting superintendent of Union
County’s facility. Union County is
reimbursing Hudson for Ms. Youst’
salary and fringe benefits.
Both counties also have looked at
sending adult inmates from the Union
County jail to the Hudson lockup.
In other business, the Union County
Freeholder Board adopted an ordinance last Thursday that bans the
practice of hydraulic fracturing on
county-owned land.
The ordinance “prohibits and bans
all drilling for natural gas, and exploration for natural gas, beyond the
reconnaissance phase” on all countyowned properties.
“The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders recognizes that the
exploratory, drilling and extraction
operations in hydraulic fracturing
pose significant risks to public health,
safety, and welfare, as well as the
natural resources of Union County,”
according to the ordinance.
“Fracking is a drilling technique
which uses vast quantities of water
mixed with chemicals and solids
pumped into shale formations at high
pressure to fracture the shale formations. As a result, the water, known as
wastewater, becomes contaminated
with heavy metals that present a risk to
the people and property of the County
of Union,” according to the ordinance.
Per a question from Bruce Paterson of Garwood, First Deputy County
Counsel Rosalba Comas said the ordinance could be rescinded or the
language amended.
County Manager Al Faella said the
ordinance also enables the Depart-

FW Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

decrease in property value of homes
located along the proposed pipeline.
To further emphasize the governing body’s opposition to the project,
the resolution calls for a moratorium
on all planning, proposal, surveying
or construction of the pipeline through
Fanwood. The borough is requesting
of the Pilgrim Pipeline LLC a full
environmental impact statement to
assess the potential consequences of
the construction.
This resolution will be copied and
sent to Governor Chris Christie, the
New Jersey Legislature, Union
County Freeholders and to the clerks
of Watchung and all of the municipalities in Union County.
Council President Russell Huegel,
who filled in for Mayor Colleen Mahr,
who was not at the meeting, said
following the meeting, “There is a
large bi-partisan effort, in the area, to
oppose the pipeline.”
In other business, Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell announced the
retirement from the police department of Russell Yeager and Anthony
Espinosa. Ms. Mitchell congratulated
both men on their retirement and
thanked them for their service to the
borough.
The next meeting of the council
will be the re-organizational meeting
on Thursday, January 1, at noon at the
municipal building.

ment of Parks and Recreation to “have
some flexibility” in providing discounts and special programs at some
county events without having to come
back to the freeholders to amend the
county ordinance each time.
He said the ordinance also addresses encroachment on county properties, skateboard safety, etc.
The board also approved a
$300,000 contract with the New Jersey State AFL-CIO Community Services Agency, Inc. to run a program to
help documented persons in Union
County gain United States citizenship. The program will be located at
the county’s Workforce Innovation
Business (WIB) Center at the Jersey
Gardens Mall in Elizabeth.
William Reyes, director of the Department of Economic Development,
said, according to statistics from the
U.S. Immigration Office, there are
52,000 documented persons in Union
County.
Mr. Paterson of Garwood said that
statistic means one in 10 persons in
the county is documented.
The board also renewed its policy
with the New Jersey Counties Excess
Joint Insurance Fund at $2.6 million.
Norman Albert, director of administrative services, said Union County is
one of nine counties that belong to the
joint insurance fund. He said the purpose of the fund is to “price out the
best prices for excess insurance.”
“I think it protects us,” Mr. Albert
said.
At the start of the meeting the board
recognized the nurses and participants
of JFK Medical Center’s “Plainfield
Health Connections” Program. The
program’s goal is to improve the health
and wellness of the underinsured and
uninsured by connecting them to health
resources and to reduce visits to the
emergency room.

SP-F BOE
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try, two issues of gender, and one
issue of disability.
Superintendent Hayes thanked all
who were involved in supervising
HIB reports and said the programs
the school district provides to educate students on HIB is “building
good character.”
The BOE adopted a resolution titled
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) Municipalities Continuing Disclosure Cooperative Initiative.
“We do comply and we do report to
the SEC,” Business Administrator
Deborah Saridaki said.
Architectural draft drawings for the
renovation of supervisors’ offices in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
were approved by the BOE, with a
cost not to exceed $2,400. The work
is being done by school staff, but the
Township of Scotch Plains requested
drawings to be drafted for the work to
be completed, Board President Trip
Whitehouse said.
There also was an approval of Participation Agreement for Cooperative
Purchasing of Competitive Telecommunications. The board has entered
into a cooperative agreement with the
Middlesex Regional Educational Services Commission. A contract was
awarded to Comcast for a 60-month
term, beginning July 1, 2015, at a
monthly cost of $2,370, through the
cooperative agreement. This is a significant savings of what the board
pays now — $4,300 a month.
The school district received a 2014
Educational Alliance Grant in the
amount of $500 from ExxonMobil
through applicant Scotch Plains
Exxon, a gas station situated at
Glenside Avenue and Route 22. The
grant will help support and enhance
programs with emphasis on mathematics and science in the schools.
At the request of Mr. Whitehouse,
the board will draft a letter thanking
Scotch Plains Exxon for supporting
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools.
The BOE also approved the renewal
of the Honeywell service agreement,
in the yearly fee of $12,992, which
represents an increase of 1.5 percent.
Ms. Bauer said during her committee report that a special committee is
working on ways to find funding for
special education, since there are more
and more students enrolled in special
education.
Standard and Poor’s has given the
school district a AA rating, Mr.
Whitehouse said. He said the board’s
“financial practices are good” and the
“net debt is a low 2 percent.”
“We are quite pleased with a AA
rating, it puts us in a good position if
we do want to borrow,” Mr.
Whitehouse said.
The next BOE meeting is tonight,
Thursday, December 18, at 7:30 p.m.
The high school’s chamber choir will
perform.

NEWEST FANWOOD OFFICER...Fanwood Police Officer Dan Kranz is pictured with his parents, Fanwood Councilman Tom Kranz and Marianne Kranz,
after graduating from the John H. Stamler Police Academy in ceremonies held at
the Union County Performing Arts Center in Rahway.

Scotch Plains Council OKs
Bid For Shady Rest Roof
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township council wrapped up its business for the year by approving a bid
to replace the roof at the Shady Rest
Country Club building and hearing
recommendations from the Downtown Development Committee.
At its final meeting of 2014 on
Tuesday, two weeks before Democrats retake control of the five-member governing body, the council approved a bid by Integrity Roofing
Inc. of Rahway to replace the aging
roof at the historic country club
building for an amount not to exceed $158,000. Township Manager
Jerry Giaimis explained that, of the
four bids received, Integrity’s was
the second-lowest, but due to defects in the low bidder’s documents,
that lower bid was rejected. Those
who support refurbishing the country club building have been pushing the council to begin roof replacement before winter weather
sets in.
In other business, the council
heard from Joseph Doyle, one of
eight members of the Downtown
Development Committee, which
has been meeting since its establishment in the spring to explore
ways to revitalize the central business district. He presented three
recommendations for the council
to consider. First is a study of the
feasibility of a jitney service “for
commuters and downtown shoppers,” Mr. Doyle said, adding that a
similar service in Maplewood could
serve as a model. The committee
also recommended contacting NJ
Transit to request that Scotch Plains’
name be included on its signage at
the Fanwood train station. While
the station is located in Fanwood,
Scotch Plains is “within arm’s
reach,” Mr. Doyle pointed out. A
third recommendation was to recruit local high-school students to
assist with marketing efforts aimed
at branding the downtown district
and improving its image.
Mr. Doyle also told the council

LaCosta
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the termination will “absolutely”
be filed. “Whoever was behind all
of this and claims to have the best
interests of the town will end up
costing the township a lot of time
and aggravation and money,” he
stated. Mr. Schiller added that he
“fully expects this to come out the
right way.”
Mr. Giaimis’ e-mail to the council also stated that Mr. Malool had
sent a racially-tinged e-mail related
to the riots in Ferguson, Mo. Calling it “a lapse in judgment,” Mr.
Malool, who was relieved of his
position as battalion chief as a result, told The Times that he regretted “if anyone was offended by it.”

that the committee is developing a
questionnaire for merchants, investigating various sources of outside
funding and looking at other business districts “to see what works.”
The council also passed an ordinance renewing a 15-year contract
with Comcast that will include a
$75,000 grant to Scotch Plains Television to be used to purchase some
needed equipment and the addition, over the course of the contract, of two new local access channels.
At the start of the council’s meeting, Police Chief Brian Mahoney
announced two department promotions. Lieutenant Ted Conley was
given a provisional appointment to
the rank of captain, while Sergeant
Beverly Peal was promoted to the
rank of lieutenant — becoming the
first female officer in township history to achieve that rank, much as
she was the groundbreaker when
she was earlier promoted to sergeant.
Two Democrats will be sworn in
as council members at the governing body’s reorganization meeting
on Thursday, January 1, giving the
Democrats a 4-to-1 majority for
2015. Councilmen Michael Marcus
and William Vastine, both of whom
were defeated for re-election last
month, thanked residents for the
opportunity to serve. Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella thanked
both outgoing members for their
assistance to her when she first
joined the council in 2013.
Mayor Kevin Glover said he
looked forward to serving with the
two incoming members — Rose
Checchio and John Del Sordi, Jr.
“We have much to do,” the mayor
said, adding that it was important to
“try to work together to represent
the interests of those we serve.”

Consolidation
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“Not nearly as much work as Fred
(Lange) did.” Jack Molenaar, a Fanwood councilman serving on the
commission, said, “You’ve met all
the conditions in this process. We’ve
done everything we could do to this
point.”
Other commission members were
John Thompson and Philip Weiner,
both of Scotch Plains. Bruce Arthur
of Scotch Plains had served as an
alternate. Anthony DiBattista of
Fanwood had served as vice-chairman.
Mr. Parisi said he had written
letters to the state, the bidders and
to local donors informing them of
the commission’s decision.
Michael Lewis, a Fanwood resident who often made up an audience of one at most of the meetings,
said to Mr. Parisi, “From the outset
of the process, I thought it would be
hijacked by outsiders, but you never
let that happen, much to your credit.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS… The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Holiday
Quintet entertains in downtown Westfield on Saturday.
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ShopRite Wines & Spirits

Prices effective:
12/21/14 - 1/6/15

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars

VISIT OUR TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

the Wine Department at

Svedka
Vodka

Tanqueray
Gin

Captain Morgan
Rum

REG. OR FLAVORS

REG. OR FLAVORS

IMPORTED

SPICED AND WHITE

99

19

99

Knob Creek

Canadian
Club

Leroux Polish
Blackberry

Romana
Sambuca

CANADIAN WHISKY

BRANDY

REG. OR BLACK

99

39

1.75 L

99

39 19

99

750 ML

1.75 L

99

19

Celebrate!
A Time to...

1.75 L

38

THURS

FRI

SAT

25
1

26
2

27
3

24
31

99

Grand
Marnier

Chivas Regal
Scotch

99

24 29
99

750 ML

750 ML

31

Barefoot
Cellars

Concha y Toro
Frontera

ALL TYPES

ALL TYPES

1099

899
1.5 L

Creek
Veuve Clicquot Liberty
ALL TYPES

Di Lupo

99

7
149
Cavit
1399
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Bramnick: Energy of
Government Wasted on
Partisan Investigations

ALL 1.5 L

• PINOT GRIGIO VENEZIE
• PINOT NERO VENEZIE . . . . . . . .

750ML

ALL 750 ML

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) was the only
member of the New Jersey Congressional delegation who voted during
each of the more than 1,200 roll calls
during the 113th Congress, according to Govtrack.us, an independent
website that tracks lawmakers’
records, NJ Advance Media has reported.
Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th), who
missed 156 votes, mostly when he
was running in the 2013 special election to replace the late U.S. Senator
Frank Lautenberg, had the worst attendance record. Rep. Frank Pallone
(D-6th Dist.), who missed 83 votes,
was also a candidate in that race.
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Remy Martin
XO Cognac
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9999
3499
2699

4999

99

119
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Dewars

Hendricks Gin

Cognac ALL 750 ML

Pyrat XO
Reserve Rum

2499

750 ML

TRENTON – Senate President
Steve Sweeney (D-3rd. Gloucester)
issued the following statement last
week in response to the reports that
New Jersey’s largest pension funds
will file a lawsuit against Governor
Chris Christie for slashing $2.4 billion in pension fund payments he
promised to pay as part of a 2011
pension reform agreement:
“The reforms that the Governor so
frequently praised in the past for restoring the fiscal stability of the pension system were built on the commitment we made and that he later
abandoned. As I have said repeatedly, the answer to the problem is to
keep our commitment to a full payment. That is why we passed a budget
that included the full pension payment, identified a way to pay for it
and sent it to the Governor.
“I welcome the support from the
Public Employees’ Retirement System, the Police and Fire Retirement
System and the Teachers’ Pension
and Annuity Fund in demanding that
the Governor honor his commitment
to the hard working men and women
of New Jersey. It’s not only the right
thing to do, it is the fiscally responsible thing to do. The administration’s
failure to make the payment has contributed to the downgrades in the
state’s credit ratings and will undermine the reforms designed to restore
the funds’ long-term financial health.
“The Governor should live up to
his promise to make his required contribution. The employees are paying
their share, he should do the same.”

Lance Had Perfect
Attendance in House
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TRENTON – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield), issued the following regarding the priorities the state needs
to address:
“New Jersey must send a clear
message to the business community
and working families. We are using
all of our energy competing with
other states for the best jobs and the
best companies. We send a very bad
message when certain partisan Democrats choose to invest their time and
energy into discrediting the governor. Job creators and leaders of business and industry want government
to be stable, cohesive and fully invested in creating jobs.
“We cannot afford a side show.
Any investigations into wrongdoing
should be led by federal and state
prosecutors, not politicians. Let’s
show the public there is a clear and
unified stance behind New Jersey’s
economy and make the message clear
– New Jersey’s government is unified
and moving in one direction.”

Panel OKs Police Body
Camera Task Force
TRENTON — Legislation to establish the “Police Body Camera
Implementation Task Force” to study
and make recommendations on the
use of body cameras by certain law
enforcement in New Jersey – including requirements for implementation
and best practices for the use of the
cameras – was approved Thursday
by the Senate Law and Public Committee.
The task force would be comprised
of representatives of law enforcement as well as civil liberties, civil
rights and victims’ rights organizations, and include legislators, mayors
and the attorney general. The group
would be charged with determining
the most effective method of implementing body cameras in the state
and guidelines for their use. The bill,
S-2649, defines a “body camera” as a
camera worn by a law enforcement
officer that electronically records
audio and video while the officer acts
in the performance of his official
duties.
Current New Jersey law requires
that certain new law enforcement
vehicles be equipped with video cameras or, alternatively, that certain officers wear body cameras.

www.goleader.com
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County Finalizes Sale of
Runnells for $26 Million
COUNTY — The County of Union
on Monday finalized the sale of
Runnells Specialized Hospital to the
Center Management Group of Flushing, N.Y., in a $26-million cash transaction that would also save as much
as $52 million over the next five
years, and generate an estimated
$500,000 in new property taxes for
Berkeley Heights, according to a
county-issued press release.
As part of the transaction, the
County leased back the hospital’s 44bed Cornerstone Psychiatric Unit
from an affiliate of Center Management for a period up to 10 years.
The sale of Runnells marks the first
ownership change in the 102-year history of the hospital. The hospital remains open and will remain open under
new ownership. Of the 391 employees
impacted by the move, approximately
209 have either been rehired, kept their
jobs or been transferred to other positions within the County; and 63 have
retired. Center Management is expected
to continue to rehire more out of this
employee pool in the days ahead, according to the release.
The County had mandated a number of conditions be met for the
completion of sale, requiring that Center Management: pay not less than the
appraised value of $26 million to the
County; give current hospital patients
the right to remain at the hospital;
protect hospital employees in good
standing by offering the right of first
refusal and providing as many employment opportunities as possible at
the hospital and at Center Management Group’s other locations; guarantee a five-year capital improvement
plan; commit to sharing revenue with
the County for any new health care
related services or facilities Center
Management Group adds to the hospital; agree to a deed restriction that
will require the hospital remain a health
care facility for long-term patients;
and agree that a certain percentage of
beds at the hospital shall remain available for Union County residents and
to indigent patients.
Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
noted that the Freeholder Board had
set a goal at the beginning of this year
to complete the transaction before
the end of December.
“This was a comprehensive effort
that analyzed every facet of the hospital and every scenario for its continued operations,” Mr. Hudak said,
adding the decision “of this magnitude” was “not an easy one and required well over two years of work.”
“The bottom line is that we’ve made

Peek at the Week
In Politics

WESTFIELD — A man and
woman have been charged with stealing the identities of at least two New
Jersey residents and then using the
victims’ personal information to open
bank accounts, obtain credit cards,
and make large out-of-state purchases
totaling tens of thousands of dollars,
acting Union County Prosecutor
Grace H. Park and Westfield Police
Chief David Wayman jointly announced on Friday.
Alphonso J. Johnson, 38, of
Lawrenceville, Georgia and
Charmaine L. Williams, 40, ofYoungstown, Ohio, was each charged with
second-degree identity theft and second-degree theft by deception, with
bail set at $250,000 and $100,000,
respectively, by state Superior Court
Judge Stuart Peim. Both defendants
are awaiting extradition after having
been recently apprehended in Georgia.
The Westfield Police Department
received information on December 1
from an alleged victim who reported
that a repossession company called
her to inquire about a vehicle that had
been rented in her name but never
returned, according to the investigation. A joint investigation that grew
to also involve Union County Assis-

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Kean, Bramnick Oppose
Pilgrim Pipeline
Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. and Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (both R-21, Westfield)
have both gone on record as opposing the Pilgrim Pipeline.
Mr. Bramnick joined Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22nd,
Scotch Plains) in sponsoring a resolution Ms. Stender has introduced
opposing the pipeline. Meanwhile,
Sen. Kean has joined state Sen. Richard Codey (D-27th, Roseland), in
sponsoring a similar resolution in the
upper chamber.
“We’re going to continue to oppose it until we get to the bottom of
the issues as far as risk to populations
and risk to environment,” Mr.
Bramnick told The Star Ledger.
Cruz-Pérez Replaces
Watson Coleman in Senate
Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3rd, Gloucester) swore in Nilsa
Cruz-Pérez Monday into the state
Senate, where she will represent the
people of the 5th Legislative District,
which includes portions of Camden
and Gloucester Counties. She replaces Bonnie Watson-Coleman who
was elected to Congress from the
12th District in November.
Congress Considers Tax Break
For Volunteer Firefighters
Congress is considering legislation
that would give volunteer firefighters
a tax break in an effort to help volunteer fire departments and other public safety organizations recruit and
retain volunteers, according to
firerescue1.com.
The bill would help bolster staffing
by allowing them to claim a portion of
the value of the services they donate
each year as a charitable donation.
“The services donated by volunteer emergency response personnel
are valued at more than $140 billion annually and the average responder donates services worth
more than $18,000 each year. At
the same time, local agencies are
increasingly struggling to recruit
and retain volunteer firefighters and
EMTs. This common sense bill
would help bolster staffing in volunteer public safety agencies by
allowing responders to claim a portion of the value of the services they
donate each year as a charitable
donation,” said Chief Philip C.
Stittleburg, chairman of the National Volunteer Fire Council.
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Pair charged With Identity
Theft of Multiple Victims

Peyton's

the best decision possible toward
maintaining the financial viability of
the hospital, keeping it open and guaranteeing the continuum of quality
care for its patients,” Mr. Hudak said.
The County has paid a total of
more than $30 million over the past
two years to subsidize the facility. In
2013, the total subsidy amounted to
$13.5 million.
Because Counties have in part experienced decreasing reimbursements, seven other counties in recent
years have sold their nursing homes
to private operators.
Facing an uncertain financial future of declining Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements, the County of
Union in 2012 retained Complete
HealthCare Resources-Eastern, Inc.
(CHR) to independently and objectively analyze and evaluate possible
options for the hospital.
After analyzing the operations of
the hospital, CHR issued a report in
January 2013, which concluded that
due to declining reimbursements from
the state, decreasing occupancy rates
and Medicare census, rising employee
and operational costs and capital expense requirements, the County
should consider several revenue enhancements, expense reductions and
alternative ownership.
The County decided to explore
transferring the hospital operations
to the Union County Improvement
Authority for the possible transfer of
such operations to a third-party, while
simultaneously evaluating methods
of revenue enhancement and expense
reduction.
Later in 2013, as authorized by their
respective resolutions, the County and
the Authority entered into a memorandum of understanding to undertake a Request for Qualifications and
Proposals (“RFQ/P”) process seeking
a private provider that wished to purchase or lease the hospital.
The Authority then established a
Review Committee, which included
representatives from the County and
the UCIA, for the RFQ/P process,
and which received five proposals in
December 2013, four of which were
for the purchase of the hospital and
one of which offered a lease option.
In November, the County decided
to pursue a lease back of the Cornerstone Psychiatric Unit of the hospital after the state advertised for private companies to run the psychiatric unit, seeking to lower costs, and
Center Management was unsuccessful in obtaining an agreement with
the state.
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New Jersey’s Red-Light
Cameras Go Dark
New Jersey’s red-light cameras at
73 intersections in 24 towns officially went dark on Tuesday as the
state’s five-year pilot came to an end,
NJ Advance Media has reported.
The state’s Department of Transportation (DOT) will analyze the data
from the program to produce a report. The DOT will than decide, based
on the data, whether to kill or continue the program, according to the
report. Linden, Roselle Park, Springfield, and Union were among towns
that had the cameras.
Green Forming Panel on Law
Enforcement And Minority Towns
In light of the recent developments
in Ferguson, Mo. and Staten Island,
N.Y., Assemblyman Jerry Green (D22nd, Plainfield) has announced he
will partner with the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders to put
together an informal panel of government, community and professional leaders in an effort to improve
outreach between law enforcement
and the County’s minority populations.
Mr. Green noted he is also in the
process of reaching out to past and
present law enforcement officials, as
well as setting up a meeting with the
State Police Benevolent Association.
He also reached out to the Freeholder
board to participate in the effort.
“This is an appropriate time to talk
about relations between law enforcement entities and the communities they
police,” Freeholder Chairman Chris
Hudak said. “We are happy to facilitate
this panel, and look forward to providing ideas and discussing new services
that may be needed.”
The county has the resources of the
County Police, Prosecutor’s Office,
Sheriff’s Office, Police Academy,
Department of Human Services, and
various youth outreach programs already in place.
Mr. Green said his panel is in formation with the intent of holding
internal discussions within the next
few weeks.
WF’s Crupi Gets Six Yrs. As
Part of Madoff’s Ponzi Scheme
Westfield resident JoAnn Crupi, a
former account manager with Ponzi
scheme financier Bernard Madoff,
received a six-year sentence Monday
and was ordered to surrender $33
billion. Crupi worked for Madoff for
25 years, NJ Advance Media reported.

tant Prosecutor Scott Kraus and the
Prosecutor’s Office’s Special Prosecutions Unit also revealed the existence of a second victim, a Bloomsbury
resident who had her personal information allegedly stolen and used to
open up a bank account and a credit
card in her name.
The defendants also are alleged to
have obtained fraudulent New Jersey
drivers’ licenses with the personal
information of their victims listed on
them, but photos of the defendants.
The total estimated value of the alleged thefts connected to the stolen
personal information was in excess
of $80,000.
Second-degree charges carry typical
sentences of five to 10 years in state
prison, according to the press release.
This investigation remains active,
as it is believed that there may be
additional victims. Anyone with additional information about the activities of these defendants or anyone who believes that he or she may
have been a victim of a similar
incident of identity theft is being
urged to contact Westfield Police
Detective Dennis DaSilva at (908)
789-6085 or Prosecutor’s Office
Sergeant Jamieson Antonio at (908)
527-4641.

Lt. Gov Gives Keynote
At NJBIA Policy Forum
TRENTON – Recognizing the importance of New Jersey’s business
community to the state’s economic
climate, Lieutenant Governor Kim
Guadagno recently delivered the luncheon keynote for the New Jersey
Business and Industry Association
(NJBIA) Public Policy Forum,
“Looking Ahead: A Vision for a Better Business Climate.”
During her speech, Lt. Gov.
Guadagno challenged the business
leaders in attendance to demonstrate
to their out-of-state peers, supply
chains and industry partners the benefits New Jersey offers – from its
highly educated workforce, to its
prime location and access to markets,
to its nationally recognized high quality of life.
“I am drafting each of our business
leaders to serve as New Jersey business ambassadors to show out-ofstate businesses what you already
know – that New Jersey is a great
place to build and grow a business,”
Lt. Gov. Guadagno said.
The forum brings together repre-

sentatives from government and the
business community to share their
opinions on the state’s economy and
other key issues. Earlier in the program, Department of Labor and
Workforce Development Commissioner Harold J. Wirths received the
2014 Paul L. Troast Award for Public
Service. The NJBIA presents the
Troast Award annually to a public
servant who has made an outstanding
contribution to the state.
Founded in 1910 by a group of
manufacturers who wanted to share
ideas about workplace safety and have
a say in government policies affecting their business, NJBIA has become the nation’s largest statewide
employer association.

Pataki Considers Run
For President in ’16
NEW YORK -- Former three-term
New York Governor George Pataki, a
Republican, is considering a run for
President in 2016 The New York Daily
News has reported.
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SOMEDAY
TODAY
Become a member by
January 4 and there is

ONE-STOP

NO JOINER’S FEE.
SPORTS & PLAY

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4
11:00AM - 1:00PM

OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY
10:00AM - 4:00PM
 FREE

gift

(for first 500 members and guests!)
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FREE community event!
New and improved climbing
wall, sport samplers such as
fencing and pillo polo, and
sport skill stations
Kids crafts and soft-play area
Information about camp,
childcare education and other
Y programs

Kickbox and Strength class
at10:15AM

 FREE

TRX® classes at Noon &

1:00PM (each limited to first 12
participants)
 25% off Personal Training

(limit one package/person, purchase
in-person on 1/1, sessions expire
3/31/15)

health
NONSTOP
care
Every part of your body works in unison with amazing efficiency. Shouldn’t your
healthcare provider work the same way? At RWJ Rahway, our newly renovated
Center for Ambulatory Medicine centralizes our outpatient diagnostic imaging,
labs, emergency department and more for one-stop health, nonstop care.

IT’S HEALTHCARE AS IT SHOULD BE – COORDINATED
AND INTEGRATED. JUST LIKE YOU.

Birthday Party fun station

WESTFIELD AREA Y
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.
Financial assistance is available.

NOW ACCEPTING Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey
Need a Physician? Call 1.888.MD.RWJUH

865 Stone St. Q Rahway, NJ Q 732.499.6299 Q RWJUHR.com
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I Tried to be Careful, Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa for Understanding
It must have been the right thing to do because
When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time
ago, Christmastime was a time of great joy, wonder- Santa did get me the Lionel train that I had so longed
ment, warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus was for. And next year I got the red Western Flyer
bicycle.
on my mind. I thought I’d been good
Christmas then was also such a
most of the year and that Santa would
happy time of the year – everyone
be good to me.
smiled and wished all a Merry ChristHe’d understand that when I broke
mas and a Happy New Year. For a
Mr. Jones’ window with the foul ball
moment at least, there was “Peace on
that it was an accident. I was sure
Earth and Goodwill Towards Men.”
Santa would also understand that
I didn’t understand political corwhen we heard the shattering glass,
rectness back then. The only thing I
there was a moment of panic. Yes, we
believed was that “Merry Christmas”
all ran and even thought we’d get
was the warmest possible greeting
away with it – undiscovered.
that one person could give to anOur mothers knew about that broother. It was only pure good in the
ken window before we even got
intent.
home. A stern lecture and direct orWell, after all those years, I might
ders to go over to Mr. Jones and
have broken a few other windows
confess that I did it – that’s what I
got. Mr. Jones tried to be very stern The first time I saw Santa Claus since – but I always owned up. I tried
to be careful, Mr. Jones. And thank
and asked if I’d rake and weed his
you Santa for understanding. I still think it’s okay to
garden to help pay for it. I did.
He then thanked me for owning up and asked that say “Merry Christmas.”
In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas everyone
I be more careful next time. I think he even smiled,
– and Happy New Year!
now that I look back on it.

Bah, Humbug! Ebenezer Scrooge;
It’s Not the Ghosts of Christmas
Be not like Ebenezer Scrooge, with his snorting of
“Bah, Humbug,” declaring that Christmas is a fraud.
Be neither like his forlorn clerk Bob Cratchit, who is
about to be deprived of Christmas joy, no gift, no
holiday.
Should you hear all the bells in
your house ringing loudly and fear
of chains clanking while perceiving an eerie red glow, think not of
the supernatural, Marley’s – the
ghosts of Christmas Past, Christmas Present and Christmas Future.
Think not of the strange voices
and sounds outside – and the banging at your door. Think not of the
winter wind howling, grating and
scratching of the boughs against your windowpanes.
Think not of the chilling draft sweeping from your
chimney. Think not of the darkness or the gusting
snow.
Think instead of your friends and family, the joy of
the season and the anticipation of ‘ol St. Nick – he’ll
plug the draft in his descent. For the chains clanking
are likely the harnesses jingling of the reindeer on
your roof, and the eerie red glow is Rudolph and his
nose – his presence made possible by the warmth of
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the wintry snow. The boughs against your windowpanes are really from the inside, boughs of holly, as
part of the wonderment embodied in symbolism of
your Christmas tree.
The bells ringing at your door do not foretell of the
three ghosts; they are a harbinger
of your neighbors calling with good
cheer, laden with all the fixings for
holiday eggnog to dip your gingerbread man. Their voices caroling
are the sounds outside.
Be in the best of cheer this Christmas season.
Leave cookies and milk for Santa.
And if you know of a Bob Cratchit,
then you know of a soul in need of
a thoughtful gift. Lend your voice to the carolers’
refrain, even though out of practice, your performance would otherwise bring disdain.
Build a snowman; find the coal for his eyes, a top
hat and carrot for his nose.
Join the children on the block – they’ll show you
how to dream.
Be not of fear, be of good cheer.
Tis the season to be jolly.

Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus
Francis P. Church wrote the following editorial in response to a letter written by Virginia O’Hanlon. The
letter was published in the New York
Sun in 1897.
*****
Dear Editor,
I am 8 years old. Some of my little
friends say there is no Santa Claus.
Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun,
it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is
there a Santa Claus?
Virginia O’Hanlon
*****
Virginia, your little friends are
wrong. They have been affected by
the skepticism of a skeptical age.
They do not believe except they see.
They think that nothing can be which
is not comprehensible by their little
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether
they be men’s or children’s, are little.
In this great universe of ours, man is
a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect
as compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the intelligence capable of grasping the whole
of truth and knowledge.
Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.
He exists as certainly as love and
generosity and devotion exist, and
you know that they abound and give
to your life its highest beauty and joy.
Alas! How dreary would be the world
if there were no Santa Claus! It would
be as dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance
to make tolerable this existence. We
should have no enjoyment, except in
sense and sight. The external light
with which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.
Not believe in Santa Claus! You
might as well not believe in fairies.
You might get your papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas eve to catch Santa Claus, but
even if you did not see Santa Claus
coming down, what would that prove?
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is
no sign that there is no Santa Claus.

The most real things in the world are
those that neither children nor men
can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but
that’s no proof that they are not there.
Nobody can conceive or imagine all
the wonders there are unseen and
unseeable in the world.
You tear apart the baby’s rattle and
see what makes the noise inside, but
there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man,
nor even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived could
tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love,
romance, can push aside that curtain
and view and picture the supernatural
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all
real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else real and abiding.
No Santa Claus! Thank God! He
lives and lives forever. A thousand
years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times
10,000 years from now, he will continue to make glad the heart of childhood.

’Twas the night before Christmas,
when all through the house, Not a
creature was stirring, not even a
mouse; The stockings were hung by
the chimney with care, In hopes that
St. Nicholas soon would be there;
The children were nestled all snug
in their beds, While visions of sugarplums danced in their heads; And
mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I
in my cap, Had just settled
down for a long winter’s nap,
When out on the lawn
there arose such a clatter, I
sprang from the bed to see
what was the matter. Away
to the window I flew like
a flash, Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.
The moon on the breast
of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects
below; When, what to my wondering
eyes should appear, But a miniature
sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,
With a little old driver, so lively and
quick, I knew in a moment it must be
St. Nick. More rapid than eagles his
coursers they came, And he whistled,
and shouted, and called them by name;
“Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now,
Prancer and Vixen! On, Comet! on
Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen! To
the top of the porch! To the top of the
wall! Now dash away! Dash away!
Dash away all!”
As dry leaves that before the wild
hurricane fly, When they meet with
an obstacle, mount to the sky, So up to
the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of toys, and St.
Nicholas too.
And then, in a twinkling, I heard on

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Pleurosteon – The lateral element of
a bird’s sternum which joins onto the ribs
2. Limu – Hawaiian seaweed
3. Pliofilm – A waterproof, transparent rubber sheeting used for raincoats
4. Urson – The Canada porcupine
KIBE
1. A crack or chap in the flesh caused
by cold
2. Soft sleet or hail
3. An aside remark or suggestion
4. A horsefly
DESPUMATION
1. A sudden flood due to heavy rains
2. An eruption, as with a volcano or
geyser
3. The act of skimming or scumming
4. A removing of the feathers; plucking
GARRAN
1. A small bell similar to a sleighbell
2. A hermit; loner
3. A monstrosity or hideous creature
4. A small work-horse
EYRA
1. Pertaining to the dawn of time
2. A reddish or chestnut-colored wildcat of Central and South America
3. An aura; halo
4. Revenge; reprisal

See more letters on page 5

Letters to
the Editor
Embrace This Joyous
Time of Year

’Twas the Night Before Christmas,
Account of a Visit from St. Nicholas
Major Henry Livingston, Jr. (1748-1828)

DD

the roof The prancing and pawing of
each little hoof. As I drew in my hand,
and was turning around, Down the
chimney St. Nicholas came with a
bound.
He was dressed all in fur, from his
head to his foot, And his clothes were
all tarnished with ashes and soot; A
bundle of toys he had flung on his
back, And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.
His eyes — how they
twinkled! His dimples how
merry! His cheeks were like
roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was
drawn up like a bow, And
the beard of his chin was
as white as the snow;
The stump of a pipe he
held tight in his teeth, And
the smoke it encircled his
head like a wreath; He had a broad
face and a little round belly, That
shook, when he laughed like a bowlful of jelly.
He was chubby and plump, a right
jolly old elf, And I laughed when I
saw him, in spite of myself; A wink of
his eye and a twist of his head, Soon
gave me to know I had nothing to
dread;
He spoke not a word, but went
straight to his work, And filled all the
stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his
nose, And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose;
He sprang to his sleigh, to his team
gave a whistle, And away they all
flew like the down of a thistle. But I
heard him exclaim, ere he drove out
of sight, “Happy Christmas to all, and
to all a good-night!”

With the New Year approaching,
Hanukah’s, “Festival of Lights” presently being celebrated, and Christmas
but days away, let us remember to embrace this joyous time of year, with our
family and friends not only by exchanging gifts and good cheer, but by renewing our shared wish that there will be
“peace on earth for all and good will
towards men.”
Let us always be mindful, too, of that
which makes Scotch Plains so special.
We are a community of different faiths,
rich in ethnic diversity, a home to all,
both young and senior alike. We are a
town that shares a kindred spirit, which
is reflected everyday in our kindness,
caring, and generosity, always willing
to lend a helping hand to those in need,
and by reaching out to comfort those
living alone to let them know they are
not alone or forgotten.
As we reflect on this past year, I hope
yours has been full of joy and that any
disappointments and losses have been
eased by the support of loved ones.
Together, let us look forward to the
New Year with renewed vigor and optimism working to make our families
more secure and our community an
even better place to live.
Finally, once again, let us express our
deepest gratitude and appreciation to
all the members of our armed services
serving around the world. Let us thank
them for their service and sacrifices, as
we pray for their safety and that they
may be reunited with their families
soon.
From my family to yours, Happy
Holidays, may God bless you all, and
may God always bless the United States
of America.
Kevin Glover,
Mayor of Scotch Plains

$Billions
The former Bernard Madoff aide,
JoAnn Crupi of Westfield, who oversaw
the main bank account for the Ponzi
scheme was sentenced to six years in
prison Monday. Crupi was also held
jointly liable for more than $39 billion in
forfeitures. Crupi is to surrender on Feb.
26 at a federal camp in Alderson, W. Va.
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Letters to the Editor
Not By Taking To The Streets,
Does He Not Know?
President Obama may be the chief
executive of the federal government,
but in an interview by BET aired
December 8, 2014 he stated concerning the protests regarding the decisions of the two grand juries, “The
country’s conscience has to be triggered by some inconvenience.”
Does he not know that the institution of the grand jury is required by
the Fifth Amendment to the United
States Constitution? “No person shall
answer for a capital crime, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a
presentment or indictment of a Grand
Jury….”
Does he not know that relief from
a grand jury decision comes through
judicial relief and not by taking to the
streets?
What he calls an “inconvenience”
was far more than that to the tens of
thousands of motorists unable to get
to work or go home because protestors illegally blocked highways,
bridges, and tunnels! And to the merchants, restaurateurs, and theater
owners across the country who saw
their business drop off this holiday
season! And to people in Monument
Square in New Brunswick who were
denied the Christmas tree-lighting
ceremony because of protestors! And
to the EMS workers unable to get to
their calls!
But this is the same President who
without Congressional authorization
permits millions of people illegally
in the United States to remain here

without fears of deportation or mandatory fines and/or jail terms! And
who also without Congressional authorization changes fundamental provisions of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act!
What must the world, particularly
our country’s enemies, think of such
lawlessness?
President Obama is a lawyer and
former constitutional law lecturer at
the University of Chicago who should
know that there is only one acceptable way to achieve reform in our
beloved country! And that is “to petition the government for a redress of
grievances.” (First Amendment to the
United States Constitution)
Sad to say, there is growing disregard in the country not only for the
law, but also for law enforcement!
Police officers are required to wear
body cameras as if they are not to be
trusted. People feel as a matter of
right that they may hurl invective and
worse at police officers and/or disregard their orders! Even the Central
Intelligence Agency at this time of
growing terrorist threat is lambasted
by the United States Select Committee on Intelligence!
The law, the judicial process, and
law enforcement give us political stability. An enormous achievement
given the political instability in so
many countries today!
We undermine them at our peril!
Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

By Paul Lachenauer for
The Westfield Leader and The Times

Beautiful Display of The Freedom of
Religion The USA Enjoys
For the 14th consecutive year the
Northside of the Westfield Train Station
has a display for the Christmas and Hanukkah season. The Crèche, a Menorah
and the Christmas tree. A beautiful display of the freedom of religion the USA
enjoys.
While I respect some may not appreciate the display – turning off, tapering and
breaking the spotlight are signs of disrespect for the property of other individuals
or organizations. All of these have unfortunately occurred the first week that the
Crèche has been displayed this year.

I ask any Grinch(s) who have taken
these actions to refrain from further vandalism so the display can be enjoyed as
we celebrate the federal holiday of Christmas.
I would also like to mention that the
Knights of Columbus display the Crèche.
Members are from all three local parishes
St. Helen’s, Holy Trinity and Our Lady
of Lourdes.
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah
and Happy Kwanza.
Tom Madaras
Westfield

Garwood Councilwoman Relays She
Was Misquoted at Council Meeting
I would like to note that I was misquoted in the last issue on 12/11/14 in the
article, “GW Discusses Encroachments
on AFC” on page 10 where the article
stated, “New guards would be paid $17.50
per hour.” At the Council meeting, I
stated new crossing guards would be paid
$17 per hour, which is the same rate

alternate guards would be making. This
can be verified by watching the workshop video on the Garwood Insight
YouTube Channel at 40 minutes and 26
seconds (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=o_Nhd7Tngbw). Thank you.
Councilwoman Sara Todisco
Garwood

Increase Our Christmas Recycling
Please recycle all of your Christmas
paper and packaging. There is no reason
for the amount of garbage we residents
put out for pickup in the days after Christmas. The wrapping paper is just paper. It
should be recycled or even reused.
The cardboard gift packaging is paper
too and should be recycled. So can Christmas cards and envelopes. (The cards fronts
can even be reused next year!).
The plastic wrapping around our gifts,
has the recycling symbol and numbers
inside. It can and should be recycled.
Plastic comes from oil. Recycle our plastic and maybe we can reduce our oil use,
cost, dependency, and carbon footprint.
Now Cranford and Garwood recycle
Styrofoam. We can even put that packaging in with the recycling! There is no

RING IN THE NEW YEAR AT

SHACKAMAXON
COUNTRY CLUB
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reason for our Christmas week garbage to
increase in any way.
Residents can even contact me at
WNierstedt@garwood.org if you are
uncertain as to whether or not something
can be recycled!
We taxpayers complain about high
taxes, and we pay for our garbage by
weight, volume and air pollution. If we
reduce the amount of garbage we generate, we pay less. We also become more
environmentally responsible citizens.
Let’s see if we can all increase our recycling efforts after Christmas this year too.
Save a tree! Reduce air pollution! And
make it an annual habit! Merry Christmas
and Happy Holidays to all.
Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Councilman

Lance Statement on Passage of
Government Funding Bill
WASHINGTON, DC — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) released a statement following House passage of H.R. 83, which
funds the majority of the federal government through September 30, 2015 consistent with the Ryan-Murray budget
agreement.
“This legislation abides by the RyanMurray budget agreement and brings federal discretionary spending to its lowest
level in nine years. It puts our nation on
track to save taxpayers more than $2.1
trillion while protecting jobs and supporting our national defense and our veterans. And I am pleased this bill included
provisions from my legislation which
prevents a taxpayer bailout of health insurance companies under ObamaCare’s
risk corridor program.
“This bill addresses President Obama’s
executive overreach by only funding the
Department of Homeland Security, which
oversees immigration enforcement,
through February. This will allow Congress to challenge the President’s unilateral actions on immigration directly next
month when there will be new Republican majorities in both chambers.
“With a unified Republican-led Congress beginning in 2015, I look forward
to working with my colleagues in January to pass a spending bill that defunds
the President’s executive overreach.”
Additional highlights in the bill include:
*Returns discretionary spending to preSpeaker Nancy Pelosi levels.
*Reduces funding for the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) by $345 million.
*Bans the IRS from targeting those
individuals and organizations who are
simply seeking to exercise their freedom
of speech.
*Cuts funding for the EPA by $60
million.
*Supports America’s commitment to
Israel by including $3.1 billion in aid.
*Provides $2.5 billion for processing

VA disability claims to end the backlog
and rescinds $41 million in performance
bonuses at the VA.
*Prohibits funds from being used to
transfer detainees from the terrorist detention facility at Guantanamo Bay.
*Prohibits the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) from implementing
regulations that would allow union organizing rules to circumvent the rights of
workers.
*Provides no new funding for
ObamaCare, and cuts $10 million from
the Independent Payment Advisory Board
(IPAB) – an unelected board of 15 bureaucrats given authority to address rising health care costs by denying care to
seniors.
*Provides needed oversight of
ObamaCare’s tax subsidies by directing
the Inspector General at the Department
of Health and Human Services and the
Department of the Treasury to report
back on any waste, fraud or abuse.
*Provides $5.4 billion to fight ebola at
home and abroad.
*Funding is prohibited for acquiring,
storing or monitoring electronic communications of a U.S. citizen from a public
service provider under section 501 of
FISA.
*All existing pro-life protections are
extended, with new protections included
in the bill such as requiring the Office of
Civil Rights to respond to claims of violations of conscience protections.
*Funding for any future “Fast and
Furious” type activity is prohibited.
*The UN Arms Trade Treaty cannot
be funded or implemented.
*There is no funding for the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
*Eliminates Race To The Top, a main
driver of Common Core.
*The administration’s school lunch
regulations are relaxed.
*ACORN and its subsidiaries are prohibited from receiving federal funds.

BEDS AND BIG SCREENS
BUY A

Nirvana

GET A

40”

WITH A POWER BASE

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2014 / 8:00pm - 1:00am

Featuring:
5 Hour Premium Open Bar, Cocktail Hour,
Dinner, Dessert, Champagne Toast and
DJ Entertainment by Shine Events

AT

$125.00
per person
*All prices subject to a 20% service charge and NJ State Tax.

ASK ABOUT OUR BRAND NEW POOL
COMPLEX OPENING SPRING 2015

DURING

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED / Please call Amanda Maloney at

(908) 233-1300 ext. 1220
In the event you need to cancel your reservation, please do so within 48
hours of the event in order to avoid incurring a 50% charge.

1607 SHACKAMAXON DRIVE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076

35 South Ave, Fanwood, NJ 07023 • 908.322.4178

ShovlinMattress.com
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Library Exhibits Highlight
Art, Gone With the Wind
WESTFIELD – Through the end
of January, the paintings of Takayo
Futamura will be exhibited in the
Internet Lounge of the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street. The collection of
large oils on canvas features models of many races, ages and sizes.
A resident of Westfield for more
than 20 years, Ms. Futamura loved
art, music and art museums as a
child but chose instead to study
computer science in college. As
she says, “I never thought much
about painting” until one day seven
years ago a good friend asked her
to take an art class with her.
Just for fun, she took the class
once a week and then discovered
that she really enjoyed painting
and started to get more serious
about it. Ms. Futamura has explored still life, portraits and figures. She finds people most interesting, although she always likes
to paint light and shadow regardless of the subject.
Recently she was awarded the
Janet and Russell Doubleday Merit
Scholarship from the Art Students
League of New York City to continue her studies in painting.
The library’s front display case
features the “Gone with the Wind”
collection of a Westfield resident
who wishes to remain anonymous.
Set against the backdrop of the
Civil War and Reconstruction, the
movie Gone with the Wind was
adapted from Margaret Mitchell’s
book and directed by David O.
Selznick. This month marks the
75th anniversary of this historical
romance, which won 10 Academy
Awards.
The collector first saw a re-release of the movie in the 1970s,
and since then, has seen the movie
upwards of a dozen times. After
seeing the movie, she read the book
and then began collecting newspaper clippings and TV guides. Over
time, the collection grew to include a Madame Alexander Scarlett
O’Hara doll from her mother; a rag
doll of Scarlett, made by her
mother; a paper doll collection of
Scarlett; little wooden replicas
from the set; dolls of other characters; books; commemorative plates
and other memorabilia.
Every year her husband gives her

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

an autographed photograph of one
of the movie’s stars. Thus far she
has Clark Gable, who played Rhett
Butler; Vivien Leigh, who played
Scarlett O’Hara; Olivia de
Havilland, who played Melanie
Howard, and Cammie King Conlon,
who played Bonnie Blue Butler.
“I hope this exhibit will spark
some new interest in the film,” said
the collector. She added, “Every
time I see it, I see something different in it.”
The paintings of Takayo
Futamura and the “Gone with the
Wind” exhibit can be seen anytime
the library is open: Monday
through Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, 1 to 5
p.m. The library will be closed on
Wednesday and Thursday, December 24 and 25, for Christmas, closing at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, December 31, for New Year’s Eve and
closed on Thursday, January 1, for
New Year’s Day.
For more information on library
programs and services, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, sign
up on the website to receive the
monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its quarterly newsletter,
“Take Note.”

ACGNJ to Spotlight
Computer Languages
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Amateur Computer Group of New Jersey (ACGNJ) will feature a “Computer Language Shootout” at its
meeting tomorrow, Friday, December 19, from 8 to 10 p.m.
Bruce Arnold will host this event.
Each speaker will have 15 minutes or
so to describe and demonstrate his or
her favorite computer language. The
ACGNJ is seeking approximately six
volunteers, which is about what the
group has had in previous years. Languages can be new or old.
Meetings of the ACGNJ take place
on the second floor of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad building, located
at 1916 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains.
Participation is free. Directions to the
rescue squad building are available on
the club website, acgnj.org, or by calling (908) 246-0410.
The ACGNJ is a computer user
group/club based in Scotch Plains.
Founded in May of 1975, the club
is open to anyone interested in computers. All ACGNJ events are open
to the public and are free.
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Trinity Church Announces
Christmas Service Schedule

Photo courtesy of T.J. Karns

TEAMWORK...Union County Master Gardener (MG) volunteers helped the
Westfield Y’s Men’s Club unload a shipment of 435 Fraser fir trees December 7
for the club’s 61st Annual Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale, which benefits local
youth and community service groups, including the MGs. Among those on hand
were T.J. Karns, Master Gardener and Grants and Publicity chairwoman, front
row with red hat; Bill West, president and trustee of the Westfield Area Y’s Men’s
Club, second row, with tan baseball cap, and Steve Suriano, club vice-president
and trustee, first row in blue-and-white sweater.

Master Gardeners Help Out
Y’s Men’s Tree-Wreath Sale
WESTFIELD — Nineteen members of Master Gardeners of Union
County helped unload 435 Fraser
Fir Christmas trees December 7
for the Westfield Area Y’s Men’s
Club’s 61st Annual Christmas Tree
and Wreath Sale. The sale, taking
place at the large lot at the corner
of Elm and Walnut Streets in
Westfield, runs through Tuesday,
December 23. Sale hours are Monday through Friday, 5 to 9 p.m.,
and Saturday and Sunday, 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m.
T.J. Karns, who chairs Grants and
Publicity for the Master Gardeners,
has organized the annual tree-unloading event for the past eight years
as a way to give back to the Y’s
Men’s Club for its generous grants
to the Master Gardeners.
“Both our Master Gardeners and
the Y’s Men are volunteer groups
whose mission is community service,” said Ms. Karns. “Since their
start-up in 1953, the Westfield Area
Y’s Men’s Club has given more
than $2 million to local youth and
community service groups, including the MGs.
“Master Gardeners raise food to
help feed the hungry in Union
County. Since 2002, we have cultivated and donated 23,850 pounds
of vegetables, fruit and herbs to
local soup kitchens and food pan-

tries,” she added.
According to Steve Suriano,
vice-president and trustee of the
Westfield Area Y’s Men’s Club,
the club sells about 1,200 trees per
year. In 2013, the club donated
approximately $40,000 of its net
proceeds to about 30 local charities, among them Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside.
In addition to the North Carolina Fraser Firs, the sale features
Nova Scotia Balsams and Pennsylvania Douglas Firs plus wreaths,
roping and user-friendly tree stands
for one-stop shopping. All trees
are given a fresh cut to take water.
Branches are trimmed at customer
request, prior to drilling a hole in
the trunk for the tree stand. The
tree is then baled and loaded on the
customer’s vehicle.
The Westfield Area Y’s Men’s
Club is a New Jersey non-profit and
recognized 501(c)(3) charitable organization. For more information,
contact Brian Duggan at (908) 2326930 or dugganb@ymail.com.
The Master Gardeners of Union
County are headquartered in
Westfield at 300 North Avenue
East. To become a Master Gardener, contact Judi LaGanga at
Rutgers Cooperative Extension at
(908) 654-9854 or visit
mastergardeners-uc.org/.

CRANFORD — The Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, invites everyone to come and celebrate the
Christmas season with the congregation. All services will be celebrated by the Reverend Dr. Gina
Walsh-Minor, rector of Trinity Episcopal Church.
On Wednesday, December 24,
Christmas Eve, beginning at 4:30
p.m., there will be the Blessing of
the Creche, a Children’s Pageant
and Holy Eucharist: Rite II. A
Christmas Festival of Carols with
Holy Eucharist will take place at 10
p.m.
Christmas Day will be celebrated
on Thursday, December 25, at 10
a.m., with Holy Eucharist: Rite II.
The custom of displaying figures
depicting the birth of Jesus Christ
began with Saint Francis of Assisi,
who made the Christmas creche, or
manger, for Christmas Eve of 1223.
The Christmas manger, or nativity
scene, was a primarily special display for families in their homes,
drawing them together in prayer
and joyful celebration. Each year,
on the Vigil of Christmas, the parish children carry the figures of the
animals, shepherds and the Holy
Family, recreating a display that
tells the story of the Christ Child.
Trinity Episcopal Church is a family church that has been serving the
needs of Cranford area families
since 1872. Sunday services are at

8 a.m. and 10 a.m. and are celebrated by Reverend Walsh-Minor.
Trinity also provides Trinity Episcopal Day School (TEDS), a statelicensed facility serving children
from age 2½ through kindergarten.

Hanukkah Party Set
Sunday at Temple
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation Beth Israel will host its annual
Hanukkah party this Sunday, December 21, from 10:30 a.m. until
noon. This event will be free and
open to the community.
Co-sponsored by Congregation
Beth Israel’s Sisterhood and Men’s
Club, the Hanukkah party will feature
musical entertainment, a magic show,
food and games for the whole family.
“The school children are eager to
celebrate Hanukkah with our synagogue family and with the entire
community,” said Gail Beckman
Buchbinder, education director of
Congregation Beth Israel.
No advance registration is required for the party. Participants
are asked to bring a kosher canned
good to be donated to Union
County’s kosher food pantry, operated by Jewish Family Service.
Congregation Beth Israel is located at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of Martine Avenue, in Scotch
Plains. For more information, call
the synagogue office at (908) 8891830.

NATIVITY SCENE...The Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford invites members of the community to join the congregation at services on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day, which will include a Children’s Christmas Pageant on Wednesday, December 24, at 4:30 p.m. Pictured is last year’s Children’s Pageant. Trinity
Church is located at 119 Forest Avenue.

Whose birthday
is it, anyway?

It's not who comes down the chimney,
but who came down from heaven.

Family Investors Company
265 South Avenue • Fanwood, New Jersey 07023 • (908) 322-1800
Member FINRA & SIPC

Celebrating Our 25th Anniversary
908.233.2225 • www.anthonyjames.com

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Christmas Worship, Pageant
To Be Held at Willow Grove
SCOTCH PLAINS — In the season of Advent, the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church invites the community to worship with the congregation during the month of December in preparation for Christmas.
Everyone also is welcome to enjoy
an intergenerational Christmas Pageant this Sunday, December 21, at 10
a.m. The choir, under the direction of
Paul DiDario, will sing “Bethlehem
Boy” and other special Christmas
pieces.
All children, youth and adults are
invited to help tell the story of Jesus’
birth using music, props and costumes
as the narrators read. The ancient story
will come to life as participants act out
the events and sing Christmas carols.
The Children’s Choir will sing “Away
in a Manger.” Refreshments will be
served after worship.
The Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols will be held on
Wednesday, December 24, at 7:30

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT FRANCIS MURACH, JR.
(She is the former Miss Elizabeth Anne Morrissey)

Miss Elizabeth A. Morrissey
Weds Robert F. Murach, Jr.

Winter Session Registration
Open at Westfield Area Y
WESTFIELD — Registration has
begun for the Westfield Area Y’s
winter session, which runs from
January 4 to February 28.
New programs this session include: Cardio, Core & Strength Intervals and Kickbox Fit for adults
and My Playroom, Super Hero Fit,
Future Flyers and Beginner Dance
for children and youth.
Programs for Special Health
Groups this winter include: Aquatics for People with Disabilities; Delay the Disease: Exercise to Fight
Parkinson’s Symptoms; Arthritis
Exercise Program; Project Healthy
Bones and Special Population Personal Training. The Dragonfly Program, for young adults with special
needs, includes Dragonfly Swim
Lessons, Dragonfly Boxing/Striking and Dragonfly Yoga.
Active Adults can play bridge,
while Lunch and Learn programs
such as “Fall Prevention” and “Nutrition Just for Adults” offer opportunities for adults to get together,
learn and make new friends.
The Westfield Area Y continues to
offer swim lessons and competitive
swim teams and has revamped its youth
sports program to provide children
the opportunity to progress at their
own pace within a sport. The Y features a wide variety of youth and teen
sports programs ranging from basketball, climbing, soccer, Pillo Polo and

Tae Kwon Do to ballet, Flyers Track
& Field, Zumba and Yoga.
Multiple childcare options are
available; with programs in
Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood
and Cranford, the Y seeks to accommodate busy parents’ schedules.
For more information on any Y
programs, or to receive a complete
Program Guide on all programs, services and events taking place at the
Westfield Area Y, call (908) 233-2700
or visit the Y online at
westfieldynj.org. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.
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First Congregational Invites
All to Christmas Services

p.m. All are invited to this special
service of readings, prayers and
candlelight. The Reverend Cynthia
Cochran-Carney, Willow Grove
Church pastor, and her husband, the
Reverend Jeffrey Cochran-Carney,
will sing special Christmas pieces
including “Mary, Did You Know?”
and “Sweet Little Jesus Boy.”
A vital Christian community committed to spiritual growth for all ages,
engaging worship, welcoming hospitality and serving neighbors near
and far, Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church (PCUSA) is located at 1961
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains. It is
across the street from the Scotch
Plains Southside Firehouse and
Southside Soccer Field, and near the
corner of South Martine Avenue. All
church facilities are handicap-accessible. For information about Willow
Grove’s other ministries, visit
willowgrovechurch.org or call the
church at (908) 232-5678.

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS...Members of the community are invited to
join the congregation of the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church for Christmas
worship and the presentation of the Intergenerational Christmas Pageant, like
the one pictured above. The pageant will take place this Sunday, December 21,
at 10 a.m. Willow Grove is located at 1961 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains.
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Miss Elizabeth Anne Morrissey, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William
Morrissey of Westfield, was married
on Saturday, July 12, to Robert Francis
Murach, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Murach, Sr. of Long Valley, N.J.
The afternoon ceremony took place
at the Catholic Church of the Holy
Trinity in Westfield, with the bride
given in marriage by her father. Reverend Monsignor Joseph P. Masiello
officiated at the nuptials. An evening
reception followed at the Knoll Country Club in Parsippany.
Dr. Allison Hauf of Newtown, Pa.,
the bride’s college friend, was the
matron of honor. The bridal attendants included Constance and Melissa Morrissey, sisters-in-law of the
bride; Toni-Ann Feeney and Jill
Zambell, sisters of the bridegroom;
Colleen Clyne and Catherine Porta,
cousins of the bride, and Lauren
Murphy, a friend of the bride.
Charles Enman of Townsend, Del.,
a friend of the bridegroom, was the
best man. Serving as groomsmen
were Sean Feeney and Michael
Zambell, brothers-in-law of the bridegroom; Daniel and Patrick Morrissey,
brothers of the bride, and Andrew
Knapp, Richard Pontown and Kevin
Reinecke, friends of the bridegroom.
The ring bearers were Benjamin
and William Morrissey, nephews of
the bride; Connor and Ryan Feeney,

and Owen and Mason Zambell, nephews of the bridegroom.
A 2000 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned her Bachelor
of Science degree from Saint Joseph’s
University in Philadelphia in 2004.
She earned her Masters Degree in
Education at the College of Saint Elizabeth in Convent Station in 2009. She is
employed as a third grade teacher in
the Glen Ridge school system.
The bridegroom, a 2000 graduate
of West Morris Central High School
in Chester, earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Lynchburg College
in Lynchburg, Va. in 2004. He is
employed as a senior property loss
specialist at Liberty Mutual Insurance Company.
The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner before the
wedding at the Garlic Rose Restaurant in Cranford.
The matron of honor and bridal
attendants hosted a bridal shower in
May at the Bernards Inn in
Bernardsville.
Following a honeymoon in Aruba,
the couple resides in Warren Township.

Probitas Verus Honos

WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church invites visitors to
celebrate Christmas week at any of
several services beginning this Sunday, December 21, at 10 a.m., and
continuing through Sunday, December 28, in the sanctuary at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield.
Additionally this Sunday, at 5 p.m.,
FCC will offer a special “Silent
Nights” service for those struggling
with grief or loss. The service is a
way of acknowledging that it can be
difficult for some to find joy during
the Christmas season due to recent
loss of loved ones and friends, or loss
associated with this time of year.
Through prayer, music, scripture and
reflection, the service seeks to honor
and affirm those feelings, as well as
to provide a measure of comfort and
hope to those experiencing them.
On Wednesday, December 24,
Christmas Eve services will begin at
5 p.m. with the annual children’s
pageant. This year’s original production will be a modern retelling of the
Nativity story. At 10 p.m., there will
be a traditional candlelight service of
scripture, song and story.
Christmas morning will be celebrated on Thursday, December 25,
with a 10 a.m. worship service. A
family-style worship celebration on
Sunday, December 28, at 10 a.m.,
will feature scripture readings and an
old-fashioned Carol Sing. A new feature, “Ask the Minister,” invites the
congregation to pose questions di-

rectly to the Reverend Dr. Mark
Boyea, senior minister.
First Congregational Church is a
member of the United Church of
Christ. The sanctuary is accessible
by a wheelchair ramp and offers infrared listening devices for the hearing-impaired. For additional information, call (908) 233-2494 or visit
fccofwestfield.org.

Dive/Swim Lessons
Available to Youth
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y Aquatics Department is offering diving lessons and swim lessons
over the winter break to help keep
children engaged and active while
school is out.
Beginner and advanced diving lessons are available afternoons and
evenings. Two sets of group swim
lessons are available for three mornings each on the days when school is
out. Lessons run through Wednesday, December 31, at the Main Y
Facility, located at 220 Clark Street,
Westfield. For information on days
and times that these lessons are being
offered, visit westfieldynj.org.
Spots are limited. Interested persons may register online at
westfieldynj.org or at the Welcome
Center at the Main Y Facility. Anyone with questions is asked to call
Patti Cassiba at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 223, or to e-mail her at
pcassiba@westfieldynj.org.

HOLY SEASON...The First Congregational Church of Westfield will celebrate
Christmas during services beginning this Sunday, December 21, at 10 a.m. This
Sunday, the church also is offering a special “Silent Nights” service at 5 p.m. for
people struggling with grief and loss. All are welcome to attend services at the
church, located at 125 Elmer Street, Westfield.

Home Financing By
OWEN BRAND
NMLS# 222999

SM

Local: 908-789-2730
Cell: 908-337-7282
owen.brand@pncmortgage.com

Member
FDIC

PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”). PNC Mortgage is a division of PNC Bank,
National Association, a subsidiary of PNC. All loans are provided by PNC Bank, National Association and are subject to credit
approval and property appraisal. 2014 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

TRIAL LAWYERS
Est. 1984

Everyone’s Welcome– Especially You!
&IRST #ONGREGATIONAL #HURCH OF 7ESTlELD INVITES YOU TO CELEBRATE THE BLESSINGS OF
#HRISTMAS WITH US THIS WEEK AND THROUGHOUT THE NEW YEAR:
Fourth Sunday In Advent
3UNDAY $ECEMBER   AM
“Silent Nights”
3UNDAY $ECEMBER   PM
3ERVICE FOR THOSE STRUGGLING
WITH GRIEF AND LOSS

Work Related Accidents
Workers’ Compensation
Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains • www.jonbramnick.com

Christmas Eve
7EDNESDAY $ECEMBER 
#HILDRENS 0AGEANT  PM
#ANDLELIGHT 3ERVICE  PM
Christmas Morning
4HURSDAY $ECEMBER   AM
Family Worship, Carol Sing &
“Ask the Minister”
3UNDAY $ECEMBER   AM

A member of the United
Church of Christ

 %LMER 3TREET 7ESTlELD s FCCOFWESTlELDORG s   

Celebrate Christmas with First Congregational Church!
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WF Rec. Reveals Programs
For Winter/Early Spring

A FRAZEE CHRISTMAS...The Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains held its
annual tree-lighting December 12 at the Frazee House on Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. Bill McClintock, pictured above, is a member of the Rotary Club of FanwoodScotch Plains and a board member of the Rotary Frazee House Restoration Project.

The Law Offices Of

Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,
Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

WESTFIELD — Registration is
open for Winter and Early Spring
Programs at the Westfield Recreation
Department.
This winter the recreation department is offering a Tai Chi program on
Tuesday mornings. Individuals also
may register for Adult Enrichment
workshops introducing “Essential
Oils with Skin Care-Naturally” on
Monday, January 12, and “Aroma
Yoga” on Monday, January 26.
Enrichment programs for children
include “Fashion Design,” “Science,”
“Baking,” “Art Lab,” “Comic Book
Creation,” “Manners-Etiquette,”
“Lego-Engineering,” “Guitar,”
“Drums” and “Beginning to Rock.”
Youngsters also can be active this
spring with Soccer Classes with United
Soccer Academy and Multi-Sports
classes with US Sports Institute for
ages 2 to 6. USA Spring Break Soccer
Camp is back by popular demand and
is available to ages 3 to 14. There is a
camp program for every age.
New programs this year include
Youth and Teen Training at Parisi
Gym in Garwood and a winter indoor
golf program, “Tech Golf Training,”
for grades 5 to 8, as well as families
and adults. Additional upcoming offerings include Spring Tennis, Field
Hockey and Volleyball programs.
Consignment Ski-Lift Tickets for
residents that include attractions such
as Blue Mountain, Jack Frost/Big
Boulder, Mountain Creek, Camelback,
Adventure Aquarium, iPlay America
and Shawnee Mountain.
Registration has begun for the annual Daddy-Daughter Dance scheduled for Sunday, March 22, from 5 to
8 p.m. All future trips and special

events will be posted on the
department’s FaceBook page, on its
website and in the recreation office.
For additional information, visit the
recreation department website,
westfieldnj.gov/recreation, access the
department’s FaceBook page, or contact the Westfield Recreation Department, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
at (908) 789-4080 or by e-mail at
recreation@westfieldnj.gov to obtain
a program brochure.

Elvis Tribute-BBQ
On Tap January 10
KENILWORTH
—
The
Kenilworth Historical Society will
present a Rockin’ BBQ With “The
King,” a fun-filled evening of live
“Elvis” music and a barbecue-style
dinner, on Saturday, January 10, 2015.
It will take place from 6 to 11 p.m. at
the Kenilworth Veterans Center, located at 33 South 21st Street.
The event will feature award-winning “Elvis” tribute artist/singer-entertainer Jim Barone. A three-course
chicken-and-ribs dinner, prepared by
the caterer Two Fish and Five Loaves
of Union, will be served.
Admission is $50. Advance reservations by Saturday, December 27,
are required. The event seating plan
accommodates eight people per table.
For reservations/tickets, call (908)
709-0434 or (908) 709-0391. Tickets
also are being sold at EspeciallyYours
Florist, located at 13 North 20th
Street, Kenilworth. Proceeds will
benefit the Kenilworth Historical
Society’s Oswald J. Nitschke House
“living history” museum and cultural arts center.

Motor Vehicle Traffic Violations?

Call Jon Bramnick
And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
www.jonbramnick.com

SWIM SAFETY...Erica Landis, Stew Leonard’s wine expert, presents a check to
Mark Elsasser, Westfield Area Y Chief Executive Officer, to provide swiminstruction scholarships for children. Also pictured, from left to right, are: Rob
Reynolds, Stew Leonard’s Springfield Wine Shop manager; Patti Cassiba,
Westfield Area Y Aquatic Services director; Rob Faggiano, Westfield Area Y
Associate Aquatic director; Sharon London, Westfield Area Y Assistant Aquatic
director, and Paula Ehoff, Westfield Area Y Chief Operating Officer.

Westfield Area Y Receives
Swim Scholarships Grant
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y has announced that Stew
Leonard III Children’s Charities has
awarded a $5,000 grant to the
Westfield Area Y to provide swimming scholarships for children.
The Springfield wine store, together
with the two other Stew Leonard’s
wine stores in New Jersey, hosted a
fund-raising event in October and the
Westfield Area Y was the recipient of
the Springfield store’s proceeds.
Stew Leonard III Children’s Charities is dedicated to water safety awareness and education, including providing swim scholarships and lifeguard
training. On January 1, 1989, Kim and
Stew Leonard, Jr.’s 21-month-old son
lost his life in a drowning accident.
This sparked his parents to pledge that
they would do everything in their

GW Reorg Meeting
Set For January 2
GARWOOD — The annual reorganization meeting of the mayor and
council of the Borough of Garwood
for year 2015 will be held on Friday,
January 2, 2015, at 7:15 p.m. It will
take place in the Council Chambers
of the municipal building, located at
403 South Avenue, Garwood. The
public is invited.
Additionally, dog licenses are due
during the month of January in the
Borough of Garwood. To obtain or
renew a license, visit the Municipal
Clerk’s office at 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, Monday through Friday,
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Proof of
rabies vaccination covering the entire
licensing year is necessary. For more
information, call (908) 789-0710.

As a community rooted in grace, our mission is to:
Invite people into a relationship with God
Grow together as devoted followers of Christ, and
Serve others through the power of the Holy Spirit
Christmas Eve services schedule:
9 5 p.m. family service with children participating in
costume
9 8 and 11 p.m. traditional candlelight services
featuring the Chancel choir, solos and other special
music as well as the Christmas message
9 6:30 p.m. Wired4Worship contemporary service

The church offers five weekly services throughout the
year:
9 5 p.m. Saturday service - “Come as you are”
9 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Sunday service
9 9:45 a.m. contemporary experience: Wired4Worship

Celebrate Christmas with
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

There is no better time than Advent and Christmas to attend a service or event at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

908.233.0301 | westfieldpc.org | wired4worship.com
The Reverend Dr. Raymond R. Roberts, Senior Pastor

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

power to prevent this tragedy from
striking other families, since drowning is the leading cause of accidental
death in children under age 5.
The Westfield Area Y is dedicated
to youth development, healthy living
and social responsibility. Thanks to
the Strong Kids Annual Support Campaign, no one experiencing a bona
fide financial hardship who lives or
works in Cranford, Garwood,
Westfield or Mountainside is denied
the opportunity to participate in Y
programs or memberships, which
includes swim-class scholarships.
The Y is very grateful for the opportunity to partner with Stew
Leonard III Children’s Charities to
expand children’s swimming scholarships in the greater Westfield area.
Scholarship applications are available at all Westfield Area Y locations
and online at westfieldynj.org or call
(908) 233-2700 for more information.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14005182
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-0002484-13
Plaintiff: PENNYMAC CORP.
VS.
Defendant: CATHERINE GUASTAMACCHIA;
STEVEN
GUASTAMACCHIA;
MR.
GUASTAMACCHIA,
HUSBAND
OF
CATHERINE GUASTAMACCHIA; MRS,
STEVEN GUASTAMACCHIA, HIS WIFE; SUSAN GIUFFRE; JPMORGAN CHASE BANK,
N.A.; SIERRA CAPITAL SERVICES INC, SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO US BANK;
WINDOWWIZARDS INC; COLONIAL PACIFIC
LEASING CORPORATION, ASSIGNEE GE
CAPITAL COMMERCIAL INC., SUCCESSOR
IN INTEREST TO CITICAPITAL COMMERCIAL
CORPORATION ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS; ANNETTE LENTINI; VITO LENTINI;
ASSET ACCEPTANCE LLC; MICHAEL BRIEN;
SUSAN BRIEN; JOHNNY ON THE SPOT;
TENGIZI BULBULASHVILI; ANTHONY
SANTELMO, JR.
Sale Date: 01/15/2015
Writ of Execution: 09/09/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Ninety Thousand Three Hundred Eighty-Four
and 07/100*** $490,384.07.
Property to be sold is located in the TOWNSHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.
Premises commonly known as: 1954 WINDING BROOK WAY, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW
JERSEY 07076-4700.
BEING KNOWN as LOT 5, BLOCK 13204 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.
Dimensions: 106.86 X 150.17 X 114.00 X
150.00.
Nearest Cross Street: Raritan Road.
Total Upset: ***Five Hundred Fifteen Thousand Eight Hundred Elevin and 60/100***
$515,811.60 together with lawful interest and
costs.
*Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens
or other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being foreclosed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
**If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
***Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff
Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 12/18, 12/25, 01/01
& 01/08/14
Fee: $236.64

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Happy Holidays
from your friends at Westfield Animal Hospital

ATTORNEY

Dr. Anthony Loomis, Dr. Scott Linick, Dr. Shannon Cabell
and Dr. Kathleen Neumann.

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY
PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT
357 South Ave. E
(908) 233-6030
Mon-Fri: 8am-8pm
Sat: 8am-3pm

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

FAMILY LAW

WestfieldAnimal.com
Follow Us
On Facebook

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

Ask about our “Smart Puppy” Program

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Enjoy our Special Holiday Offers!
FREE Exam for New Clients*
*$75 value. Available to new clients only. Limit one coupon per client.

1 FREE Night of Boarding with a Week Stay**
**A $25 value. Limit one coupon per client. Offer must be used with your week stay.

201 SOUTH AVENUE
WESTFIELD
654-8885
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PREMIER
SAVINGS

1.30

%
APY*

For Account Balances Between
$100,000 - $999,998.99

Westﬁeld Ofﬁce
Maria Fuentes, Branch Manager
828 South Avenue West
eNorthﬁeld.com
(908) 789-9600
*

Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) in effect as of November 21, 2014 and subject to change without notice, including after the account is opened. Minimum
balance of $35,000 to open Premier Savings account. Accounts are for new money only. New money is deﬁned as funds not currently on deposit with
Northﬁeld Bank. In each month that the account is open, if the account balance drops below $15,000 on any given day, a monthly fee of $20 will be imposed.
Fees could reduce earnings. Accounts with balances between $0 - $299.99 earn no interest. Accounts with balances between $300 - $14,999.99 earn 0.10%
on the entire balance. Accounts with balances between $15,000 - $34,999.99 earn 0.10% on the entire balance. Accounts with balances between $35,000.00
- $99,999.99 earn 0.15% on the entire balance. Accounts with balances between $100,000.00 - $999,998.99 earn 1.30% on the entire balance. Accounts with
balances over $999,999.00 earn 0.25% on the entire balance. Transaction limitations apply. See an account representative for details.
Member FDIC.
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Union County Wrestling Preview
Set for December 25 Issue
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WHITE LED ‘O’ WITH 12 TDs, MAXWELL 113 TACKLES

Raider Gridders Stepped Up,
Made Playoffs, Finished 3-7
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Doubts, as to whether this year’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team would win a game,
were on the minds of many armchair
quarterbacks when they saw the
ramped up schedule they had to endure. But endure they did, as the
Raiders hung tough in several games,
qualified for the NJSIAA playoffs
and finished 3-7.
“This year having a schedule where
seven of the ten teams we played
were playoff teams. Three of them
made it to the state finals and two of
them were state champions. Definitely
a year, going in we knew that it was
going to be tough. Many said that we
weren’t going to win a game,” Raider
Head Coach Jon Stack said.
But hard work and strong senior

leadership earned the Raiders the respect that they deserved.
“What was tremendous about these
young men, was they started working
early on. All of these guys were track
kids, lacrosse kids, baseball kids,
weight training that began at the end
of the winter last year through the
summer,” Coach Stack said. “Week
in and week out, from there they
fought, they worked, they were a very
coachable group, a great senior class
led by captains Kevin Maxwell, Andrew Ciccarino, Kobe White, Alex
Mirabella and Pierce Johnston. I think
that what kept us together every single
week knowing that the other team
was picked to beat us.”
The Raiders defeated Plainfield in
the season opener, 14-0, defeated
Ridge in a wild 51-48 shootout and
downed the Blue Streaks of Warren

Hills, 35-20. The Raiders lost a pair
of heartbreakers, both in the waning
minutes. The first was to Linden, 2014, and the second was to Immaculata,
30-28.
“We established an attitude that we
haven’t had here for a long time. An
attitude of dealing with adversity. I
was proud of the Warren Hills win, a
team that had beaten us three straight.
As proud as I am for the three games
we won, I am even prouder of some
of the games that we lost,” Coach
Stack said. “I was proud of the game
we played against Linden, a game we
were up 14-0 to an eventual state
champ and these guys hung tough
and shut down their running attack. I
was proud in our Immaculata game
where we were down at halftime and
fought back to take the lead with two
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin (January 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BREAKOUT SEASON...Blue Devil senior Kevin Miller, front, had a breakout season last year and finished 13-9 at 132lbs. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

FULLER, KALIMTZIS, GOZDIESKI NAMED CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Wrestlers Expect
Season of Much Improvement
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Positive attitudes, even with an
addition of new personnel, could be a
breeding ground for a season of rapid
improvement for this year’s Westfield
High School wrestling team.
“We’ve got a really nice mix of
leadership. We’ve got some new guys,
who are buying in. Some of them are
freshmen, who are coming up through
our feeder program. Some of them
are sophomores or juniors, who have
friends on the team, and decided to

give it a try. I guess they heard things
about what we are doing and wanted
to give it a try. So far, a lot of those
kids are really working out well,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz
said.
Although the Blue Devils will be
without two wrestlers, who have either transferred or moved out of the
area, there are still several proven
veterans returning, beginning with
senior co-captains John Fuller and
Nick Kalimtzis and junior co-captain
Jarek Gozdieski, along with senior

Cotter Spurlock.
Last year, Fuller, who placed third
in the Union County Tournament
(UCT) at 113-lbs, really turned on
the jets at the end of the season to
place second in the district and third
in the region to qualify for the
NJSIAA Tournament at Atlantic City
(AC) to finish with a 25-8 record. He
will never forget his bout in AC with
Kyle DiNapoli (Voorhees) when he
mistook a whistle from another mat
with just 0:08 remaining in his
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin (September 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING THE RAIDERS OFFENSIVELY...Senior Kobe White, No. 8, led the Raiders with 1,174 yards rushing,
including 12 touchdowns. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

SIMCOX, PRYBYLSKI LED ‘D’; CURRY 1,376 YDs, 11 TDs

Blue Devils’ Football Season
Was One of ‘Wild Finishes’
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wild finishes, surprise endings and
an interesting overtime finale with a
“Slop Bowl” for the ages describes
this year’s Westfield High School football season. With all the ups-anddowns, the Blue Devils wound up on
the “up” side with a 7-4 record.
“We saw a video at our dinner. I
think our kids ran on the field five
times, because they were so dramatic.
How many times in a career do you
have your team run on the field five
times? Every time you see them run
out it was different, it was at night,
during the day, it’s sunny, it’s cloudy,”

Blue Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno
said.
The Blue Devils had some definite
lows with some shooting in the foot,
especially against Montgomery at the
beginning of the season and
Hunterdon Central just before playoff time. They dropped an amazing
overtime thriller to Linden in the third
game of the season. But even though
blasting away at their feet again, the
Blue Devils made miraculous comebacks against Ridge, Immaculata and
North Hunterdon.
“It was a great season, a lot of highs
and lows, more highs than lows, but a
lot of excitement. A great defensive

effort against Scotch Plains then we
come back and play our hearts out
against Linden. We were 1-2, but our
kids weren’t done. They knew they
had a chance. Next was Ridge. We
were up, we were down. Then
Immaculata, we were way down then
we came back. After that was North
Hunterdon, which was a crazy game,
because that quarterback was so dynamic, but it was our best offensive
performance of the year. Nothing
came easy. Every game was a novel
in itself,” DeSarno said.
But the Thanksgiving “Slop Bowl”
finale took the cake when neither
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin (fall 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFENSE WAS KEY...The Blue Devils’ dogged defense, which included sophomore Owen Kessler, No. 64, was key to their
success this season. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!
NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!
Download my free
Mobile App for
on the go access
to prices, maps,
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2013
email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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Devil’s Den

LINDROS, ROSE, CLAUSS SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

First Wrestling Champ
Recalls the Early Days

Blue Devil Boys Swim Team
Expected to Excel Once Again
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The biggest challenge facing the
Westfield High School boys swim team
this season might be competing against
the memory of earlier Blue Devil
teams. The recent accomplishments
of the Blue Devil teams really have
become the stuff of legend. With three
straight state titles to their credit, the
current squad has lofty expectations to
live up to, but Head Coach Jeff Knight
remains confident that this team has
more than enough talent to rank up
there with the best of the best.
“The senior class that we graduated last year will go down as one of
the great classes in history,” said
Knight. “It is not often that you get a
group that wins three state titles in a
row. They went out as seniors as
Public A champs again and finished
ranked number 2 in the state. That is
pretty incredible. But when you look
at it, a lot of the seniors on this team
have been a part of that run. We’ve
got seniors here who will be looking
to accomplish the same feats as those
who just graduated. We are led by a
couple of seniors in (John) Lindros
and (Stephen) Husch but this group is
as deep as we’ve ever been.”
Gone from last year’s team to graduPUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

ation are Tyler Lessner (Lehigh University), Stan Myers (Rochester) and
Aaron Barmakian (Boston College)
among others. But at Westfield, the
team is almost never rebuilding.
Rather they are reloading.
Seniors John Lindros and Husch
return as the premier members of a
very deep group of swimmers. Lindros,
a First Team All-County and Second
Team All-State performer last year,
will anchor the Blue Devils in the
distance events. Lindros has already
set a new personal best mark this season in the 200 IM with a time of
2:00.75 against Summit, crushing his
previous best time of 2:08.77 set as a
sophomore. In a meet against Cranford
this season, Lindros posted a time of
1:45.83 in the 200 Freestyle, and is
well within striking distance of improving on his career best time in the
event (1:42.57) before season’s end.
Husch figures to compete in the
100 Butterfly where he will look to
better his career best time of (52.51)
and in the 100 Breaststroke. Seniors
Kevin Clauss and Jack Rose will serve
as team captains, along with Lindros.
Clauss will compete in the 200 IM
and the 100 Backstroke. Against
Cranford, Rose already set a new
personal best in the 500 Freestyle
with a time of 5:11.24 shaving nearly
15 seconds off of his previous mark
of 5:26.01 from 2012.
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at 7:30PM
in the Borough of Garwood Municipal Building, Council Chambers, located at 403
South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, a
PUBLIC HEARING will be held by the
Planning Board of the Borough of Garwood
for preliminary and final site plan approval
on the Application submitted by the Applicants/Owners, Sandro Villaraut and Angela Villaraut, for the property located at
484 Fourth Avenue, Block 102, Lot 10 on
the Tax Map of the Borough of Garwood.
The Applicants are proposing to construct
an age-restricted multi-family development
consisting of 9 townhouses and related
site improvements on the property and
previously obtained variances including,
but not limited to, use, density and height,
from the Planning Board for the project by
way of a bifurcated application, however,
the Applicant reserves the right to request
any such other variances, relief and/or
waivers that may be required upon an
analysis of the plans and testimony at this
PUBLIC HEARING.
When the case is called, you may appear either in person or by agent or attorney and present any objections which you
may have to the granting of this Application. The Board does, however, have the
right to exclude repetitious testimony. The
Application materials are on file and available for public inspection in the Planning/
Zoning Office located in the Borough of
Garwood Municipal Building, 403 South
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, during
that Office’s normal business hours.
Stephen F. Hehl, Esq.
HEHL & HEHL, P.C.,
Attorneys for the Applicants
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $38.76

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary of the Westfield Board of
Education, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, by authority of said Board,
solicits sealed bids for pupil transportation. Bids to be received at the Business
Office of the Westfield Board of Education,
located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, up to 9:00 am on Tuesday,
January 6, 2015.
STUDENT TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES – TWO ROUTES
IN-DISTRICT ROUTE
AND
UNION COUNTY VOCATIONAL
SCHOOL ROUTE
2014/2015 School Year
Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon application at the Business Office of the Westfield Board of Education, located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.
All bids must be submitted on a bid form
which will be furnished upon application at
the Office of the Westfield Board of Education. Bids which are not submitted on such
form may be rejected.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c.127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27). Affirmative Action.
The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids.
By order of the Westfield Board of Education
Dana Sullivan
School Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $35.19

Nick Cannone (100 Backstroke),
Gavin Conlon (100 Freestyle), Jake
Maher (200 Freestyle, 100 Freestyle),
Sean Moore (200 Freestyle, 100
Freestyle), Hermes Suen (200
Freestyle, 100 Freestyle) and Brad
Whitman (200 Freestyle, 100
Freestyle) round out the senior class
on this year’s team.
Ryan Daniel heads up a strong junior class. Daniel will compete in the
100 Breaststroke, and the 100
Freestyle and 200 Freestyle events.
Fellow juniors Lucas Fan (100 Butterfly, 200 Freestyle, 100 Breaststroke), Jack Fico (Freestyle events),
Sean Gallagher (Freestyle), Austin
Kreusser (Freestyle), Jesse Liu (100
Backstroke), Ben Meltzer (Freestyle
events), Michael Mizus (100 Breaststroke, 500 Freestyle), Evan Moore
(Freestyle events) and Blake Taylor
(Freestyle events) will also see time
in the water.
Sophomores competing to crack
the lineup, include Charlie Baldwin
(Freestyle), Joseph Chen (Freestyle),
Aedan Collins (Freestyle), Stefan
Crigler (Breaststroke), Jack
Edmondson (Breaststroke), Chris
Hoerrner (Freestyle), David Lindros
(Freestyle, 100 Backstroke and Butterfly), Griffin Morgan (Freestyle),
Alex Prystupa (100 Breaststroke) and
Nick Youssef (Freestyle, IM). Of note
among this group of sophomores is
David Lindros who has a chance to
improve upon his personal best times
of 53.92 in the 100 Backstroke and
58.42 in the 100 Butterfly. Aedan
Collins has already posted a time of
22.62 in the 50 Freestyle this season
against Summit.
A healthy contingent of 13 freshmen will fill out the roster. Matt
Barmakian, Eric Bebel, Ryan Bebel,
Nick Bond, Jack Cifelli, Colin Daniel,
Teddy Diamantopolous, Alex
Kingsley, Zach Kronheimer, Dean
Pucciarelli, Jonathan Stiles and Steven
Warren will be among those hoping
to make a splash this season.
Westfield is already off to a fast
start having rolled to early opening
week victories at Summit, 137-33, on
December 5 and home over Cranford,
129-40 on December 9.
“We get into some really interesting meets now with upcoming opponents Bridgewater – Raritan and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood this week,”
said Knight. “Then we get CBA in
January, which is really going to be a
strong team for us to face.”
Westfield travels to Bridgewater
for a meet tomorrow, December 19,
at 3:30 p.m. They then host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on December 22 at
2:30 p.m.

Probitas Verus Honos

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When a young crew-cut coach named
Gary Kehler called tryouts for a wrestling
team at Westfield Senior High School in
early December 1957, one of his
“newbies” was Dennis Powers. Like many
others that day, Powers had no background in the sport. He was highly athletic 115 pounds, but didn’t know a
Gramby roll from ‘Rock and Roll.’
“I had never wrestled before I showed
up to that first practice,” he said last
month. “Coach Kehler announced he was
forming a wrestling team and anyone
who was interested should come to the
gymnasium that afternoon. I went because I wanted to earn a varsity letter in
some sport, and I wasn’t sure I could do
that in baseball or track.”
Powers went 4-3 that first year, when
WHS was a club team that practiced at
Roosevelt Junior High, a two-mile run
(sorry, no cars allowed) each way. Luckily, these guys didn’t join the wrestling
team to get their names in the paper.
There was no mention of the wrestling
team in The Leader until the end of February, when WHS’s club team entered the
District 5 tournament.
The following year the team became a
full-fledged varsity program and Powers
improved to 7-2-1, losing 1-0 in the district final to Union’s Nick Dispenziere,
who finished third at states.
By this time wrestling had become
Powers’ passion and his first taste of
success just got him wanting more. This
was in the days before organized youth
wrestling or travel teams. You wanted to
be good, you got yourself prepared.
“I had worked out with the cross-country team and I practiced against Dick
Prior [Cranford’s 123-pound state champ]
and some other good wrestlers in the offseason,” Powers said. “I was in good
condition. I played on the baseball team
and was a pole vaulter on the track team,
but mostly just to stay in condition. This
was before the emphasis on weightlifting.
But Coach [Kehler] emphasized conditioning, playing different sports, working on fast responses and not tiring out.”
In just his third year of wrestling, Powers went 18-0 and captured the New Jersey 130-pound championship, the first of
what is now a dozen state champions for
WHS. To put it in greater perspective, in
the 54 years since Powers, only three
Blue Devils have won a state wrestling
title without losing a match – Kurt Stiefken
(24-0-1 in 1972), Rich Gottlick (27-0 in
1973) and Chris Campbell (26-0 in 1973).
“We had one practice late in my senior
year where the emphasis was on
takedowns,” Powers said. “I beat every
first-team wrestler above my weight class
[136 Jeff Shapiro, 141 Ron Viglianti, 148
John Anderson, 157 Bob Mueller, and
168 Dick Morash] until I lost at 178 [Bob
Maltbie]. I don’t know if the bigger guys
were taking me seriously, but I’d let them
shoot at me, sprawl away, then spring
around on top and throw in my legs. The
use of legs hadn’t been taught much at
that time, but it proved effective, especially at states.”
Powers faced daunting odds when he
took the mat at Rutgers on March 5. He
was Westfield’s first state finalist. In the
final he was up against Rich Wilson, the
latest in a very, very long line of Newton
wrestlers contending for state titles. The
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Braves’ program had started back in 192728 and they were the state’s dominant
program in the 1930s and ’40s. Newton
wrestlers had already won 71 individual
state championships, including two earlier that day by the Terranova brothers,
Lou (98) and Roy (106).
Powers was 12-0 during the regular
season, 3-0 at districts and 3-0 at states.
You could say he was a “six-minute man”
since he only pinned two opponents. In
his 16 matches that were won by a decision, he scored 62 points and allowed just
14 points.
In his opener at states he won a 3-3
referee’s OT decision over Paulsboro’s
Bob Samuels. That was followed by a 10 overtime victory over North
Hunterdon’s Marty McCormick. And then
Wilson fell 3-2.
“I was ahead 3-0 in the final, and
thought I’d secured back points, when
my grip slipped and with 15 seconds to go
I gave up two points. But I knew I had
won on riding time,” Powers said. “I owe
all my successes to Coach Kehler and his
insistent, but always calm and polite,
instructions on sports and life.”

Long. His career ended almost as quickly
as it had begun three years earlier when he
suffered a back injury during his freshman year.
After graduating from Colorado, he
earned a law degree from the University of Denver and an M.B.A. from the
Harvard Business School. His business career went from working for
large corporations in investment and
finance (the first third), to owning his
own businesses (the middle third) – a
law office, import/export and publishing. After starting (and eventually selling) his companies, Powers “retired”
to the Sonoma wine country in northern California, where in 1994 he started
the final chapter of his career when he
joined the faculty at Southern Oregon
University to teach business law. At
the same time his writing career took
off. He has published 15 non-fiction
books and has his own website,
www.dennispowersbooks.com.
These days he spends most of his free
time writing and enjoying Oregon’s natural beauty.
“Whether it’s fishing for salmon, white-

Unbeaten Dennis Powers uses his legs to control Newton’s Rich Wilson en route
to a 3-2 victory in the 130-pound state championship match.
The following Thursday The Westfield
Leader gave an eight-column headline
and a long article to Danny Nichols and
Rick Wells winning state swimming and
diving championships. Powers’ state title
came in a tiny, one-column, two-deck
headline that said, “Powers wins state
wrestling title,” followed by two paragraphs.
“I didn’t pay much attention to who got
more press, I was just happy to be part of
a successful WHS athletic program, of
which swimming was a major factor and
wrestling was just starting,” Powers said.
“It had been a rigorous season, practices,
conditioning, keeping grades up, school
activities and the winter weather, with all
the snow and ice. I was glad to enjoy icecream sodas again, and not worry about
making weight. Looking back on it now,
it really made sense, given the success of
the swim program.”
Powers influenced younger brothers
Ken (’63) and Jim (’64). Ken was 11-6 as
a senior 130-pounder and won the District 7 title. Jim was 40-9-2 in three years
at 98 and 106, winning two District 7
titles and probably missing a third when
he failed to make weight as a senior.
After turning down a wrestling scholarship to Columbia University, Powers
headed to the University of Colorado to
train under 1964 Olympic coach Lynn
PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-030707-14
FILE NO. 18871-14
NOTICE TO REDEEM
FWDSL & ASSOCIATES LP;
PLAINTIFF VS. ELLESTENE
KNOX, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS,
HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; NEAL THOMPSON;
PHYLLIS KNOX; AVCO FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. N/
K/A CITIFINANCIAL SERVICES; JNH FUNDING CORP.;
CITIFINANCIAL SERVICES,
INC.; EDISON TAX SERVICES
LLC; ACCOUNT ACQUISITIONS INC; CAPITAL ONE
BANK; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; DEFENDANT(S)
TO: ELLESTENE KNOX, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on December 10, 2014, the Superior Court Fixed January 23, 2015 between
the hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon
and four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:
LOT 2 BLOCK 238 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 120868 is
$21,316.99, together with interest from
October 31, 2014 and costs of $1,353.38.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $60.18

water kayaking or wilderness hiking, my
interests are with the outdoors,” Powers
said. “And thanking every day for just
being here.”
COLLEGE UPDATE
Glen Kurz had glowing reports about
some of his former WHS wrestlers on the
college level.
Christian Barber, a 2011 New Jersey
state champion and currently a junior
149-pounder at North Carolina, placed
fourth at the Hokie Open at Virginia
Tech. Then he scored a pin over the
eighth-ranked wrestler in D-1 from Appalachian State to spark a 22-21 victory.
Barber also won a 13-4 major decision in
a 17-16 loss to Stanford in a rare outdoor
match. He brings a 75-40 career record
into this season.
Freshman Matt Barber (12-6 at 149)
and sophomore Colin Barber (15-6 at
165) are both at Cortland (N.Y.) State,
and each placed third at the Roger Williams Tournament. Matt was named Empire Conference rookie of the week after
placing sixth at the New York state alldivision tournament. Brian Bulger is 4-9
as a sophomore 197-pounder at Cortland.
Nick Velez, a freshman at 157 for
Ithaca (Kurz’s alma mater) placed second
at the Ithaca Invitational, losing 4-2 in the
final to the top-ranked wrestler in the
country.
IN PASSING
Ken Weatherwax, who played Pugsley
Addams on “The Addams Family” TV
show, died on Dec. 8 at age 58.
Patty Monninger, wife of Bill
Monninger, a former Westfield Booster
Club president and longtime Little League
coach, passed away Dec. 11 in Utah.
They were the parents of WHS athletes
Jim (’91) and Steve (’94).
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinances as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
December 16, 2014.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2030
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ARTICLE 2 OF THE LAND USE
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2031
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ARTICLE 12 OF THE LAND
USE ORDINANCE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
ORDINANCE NO. 2032
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CERTAIN ZONE BOUNDARIES AND MODIFYING THE
ZONING MAP
ORDINANCE NO.4033
“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF
THE
TOWN
OF
WESTFIELD AMENDING ARTICLE 11.32 NS-AMFH TOD
ZONING DISTRICT OF THE
LAND USE ORDINANCE”
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2034
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 20
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2035
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD TO CREATE THE
POSITION OF DIRECTOR OF
PUBLIC WORKS WITHIN THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
WORKS, DIVISION OF CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2036
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.
1993 ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE WAGES
OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES
OF THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.”
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader

Fee: $51.00

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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DWUMFOUR, BATTLE, FOLEY SELECTED CAPTAINS

Raider Lady Cagers May Be
Ready to Make Their Move
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Coming off of a 10-17 season that
saw early exits in the Union County
Tournament and NJSIAA playoffs,
one may not think there would be
much cause for optimism from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
basketball head coach Camille
Mammolite, but she is more than
ready for the season to get under way.
The third year head coach believes
that the Raider program is on the
verge of turning the corner.
“This team is different than any of
the other teams I’ve had,” said
Mammolite. “Now we play in a very
tough conference within a very strong

10 points had 13 rebounds and
blocked two shots.
“Tabitha is a four year varsity
player,” said Mammolite. “She is one
of our leaders on the floor. She is one
of the top rebounders in the conference and she plays the game like her
height. I mean that she is aggressive
and very strong underneath. She is
one of our team captains.”
Juniors Kara Foley (5.0 ppg, 3.5
rebs per game) and Micaiah Battle
(6.9 ppg, 4.5 rebs per game) will line
up at the forward slots. Foley (5’10”)
will see an increase in minutes compared to last year. Battle, also 5’10”,
can swing between forward and big
guard. Both Foley and Battle were

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LADY RAIDER CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, are: Micaiah Battle, Thabitha
Dwumfour and Kara Foley .

county, but this particular group of
girls has been together for three seasons and the juniors are ready to make
a statement. There is a real sense of
determination on their part to go out
there and play up to their potential as
a team. I’m excited to get the season
going and see how we can do.”
The Raiders lost three players to
graduation from last year’s team, including Katie Harper and Madi
Maisel, a 3-point shooting specialist.
The Raiders will feature only one
senior among their five returning players. Yet this remains a team that has a
lot of experience playing together.
Mammolite will have the benefit of
an experienced and talented senior
starter among her junior laden lineup.
Thabitha Dwumfour will patrol the
lane as the team’s center. At 6’1”,
Dwumfour gives the Raiders a stalwart defender and a rebounding presence in the paint. Dwumfour averaged 5.1 points per game as a junior
and 9.9 rebounds per contest. Perhaps her best game last year came
against Oak Knoll when she scored
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY
BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
Under the terms of the “Open Public Act”
P.L.., 1975, C. 231, the 2015 Installation
and Reorganization Meeting of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders will
be held on Sunday January 4, 2015, at
12:00 p.m., in the Courtroom of the Honorable Assignment Judge Karen M. Cassidy,
at the Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $13.26

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENT AND SUMMARY
The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield, in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey, on December 16,
2014, and the 20-day period of limitation
within which a suit, action or proceeding
questioning the validity of such ordinance
can be commenced, as provided in the
Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the
date of the first publication of this statement. Copies of the full ordinance are
available, at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for
members of the general public who request the same. The summary of the
terms of such bond ordinance follows:
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE REPAIR
AND RECONSTRUCTION OF
A CONCRETE BOX CULVERT
AT SAINT MARKS AVENUE
IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$134,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.
Purpose(s): Repair and reconstruction
of a concrete box culvert at Saint Marks
Avenue in, by and for the Town.
Appropriation: $134,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $127,600
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $-0Section 20 Costs: $2,330
Useful Life: 30 years
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
Town of Westfield
County of Union
State of New Jersey
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $47.94

named captains along with Dwumfour
for this season’s team.
“Kara is very good under pressure,”
said Mammolite. “I can really see her as
a coach at some point in her future
because she is a real leader on the floor.
Micaiah is very athletic and passionate
about the game. She is very quick for a
frontcourt player. She has the ability to
shoot, drive or post up on offense.”
Another junior, Caroline Babis, will
play the off guard spot. At 5’6”, Babis
gives Mammolite a seemingly endless supply of hustle and effort when
she is on the floor.
“Caroline is one of the hardest workers I’ve ever seen,” said Mammolite.
“She dives all over the floor for the
ball, she fights for rebounds and is
great at playing press defense.”
With all this returning experience
in the starting line-up, the critical
point guard position will be in the
PUBLIC NOTICE
FAIRVIEW CEMETERY
ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the Lot Owners
of Fairview Cemetery will be held at the
office of Fairview Cemetery, 1100 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, Monday January 26, 2015 at 4:00 P.M., for
the election of three Trustees each for a
term of three years, to succeed William J.
Shepherd, Michael P. Locasio and
Cornelius Vanderbuilt, Jr., whose terms
will then expire and for the transaction of
such other business as may be presented
at the meeting.
Richard M. Ralph
Secretary/Treasurer
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-018351-14
FILE NO. 18578-14
NOTICE TO REDEEM
SB MUNI CUST FOR LBNJ,
LLC; PLAINTIFF VS. SAMUEL
LACHS,
TRUSTEE;
FUNBCUST.
FOR
D.H.
ASSOC
N/K/A
WELLS
FASRGO BANK, NA; NICHOLAS FERRARA; VALLEY NATIONAL BANK; THOMAS
CHEEK; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; DEFENDANT(S)
TO: NICHOLAS FERRARA; THOMAS
CHEEK;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on December 8, 2014, the Superior
Court Fixed January 22, 2015 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
UNION, located at 1976 MORRIS AVENUE, UNION, NEW JERSEY 07083 as
the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so
found due for principal and interest on its
certificate of tax sale as follows:
LOT 20.02 BLOCK 712 on the tax duplicate of UNION. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 11-00010 is
$58,231.72, together with interest from
October 31, 2014 and costs of $1,310.99.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $49.98

hands of an incoming freshman.
Brianna O’Brien will be given first
crack at running the Raider offense.
The talented O’Brien (5’4”) has already impressed her coach in practice enough to win the job, a major
accomplishment for a freshman.
“Brianna really is a great shooter,”
said Mammolite. “We can see that
already. She has a big responsibility
coming into a line up that has three
juniors and a senior. It is a lot to ask of
a freshman. We know that. She is up
to the task.”
One development that will help
O’Brien is the addition of junior
Myasia Taylor. A Piscataway transfer, Taylor (5’3”) has shown an aptitude for the point guard position,
making her a viable option to share
time with O’ Brien when needed.
“Myasia is a player we are happy to
have with us,” said Mammolite. “She
is going to be an impact player for us.
When she first got here, we were thinking about her as a two guard, but she
has shown an ability to handle the ball
well. She is very quick and has good
ball-handling skills. We think she will
help us with pressure defense.”
Junior Laura Charos returns.
Charos, a 5’6” shooting guard will
fill the role of 3-point shooter off of
the bench. Fellow juniors Kayla
Martinez and Paola Almonte and
freshman Nya Downing round out
the roster. At 5’6”, Martinez will help
out in the backcourt, while Almonte
(5’7”) and Downing (5’10”) are set to
provide minutes at forward.
When Mammolite looks around the
conference and the county she sees
the usual list of suspects that can lay
claim to being the top contenders.
“Roselle Catholic and Cranford are
always tough,” said Mammolite. “New
Providence is back on our schedule and
they will be a good team as well. I try
never to look past anyone. Our conference and our county is made up of great
programs with top notch coaches. It is
a real challenge to do well in this area.
I think our girls are ready for the challenge though. They have been together
a long time and they should be peaking.
I’m very exited to see them out on the
floor together this year.”
The Raiders open the season Saturday, December 20, on the road for a 1
p.m. tip off at Plainfield.
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
CONTRACTOR: Amalgamated General Agencies (AGA), 115 Grove Street
East, Westfield, NJ 07090
NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
perform risk management consultant services as detailed in the Bylaws if the Suburban Joint Insurance Fund and the Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance
Fund.
DURATION: January 1, 2015 through
December 31, 2015
AMOUNT: 2.5% of annual assessment
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on
Wednesday, January 7, 2015 at 7:30 PM
in the Town of Westfield Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, a PUBLIC
HEARING will be held by the Planning
Board of the Town of Westfield for preliminary and final major site plan and variance
approvals (Sections 11.27E1: front yard
setback – 15 feet required, 0 feet existing;
11.27E6: lot coverage – 90% maximum,
97.7% existing; 17.03C5: parking setback
– 2 feet required, 0 feet existing;
16.04E3a(2): wall sign area – 25 square
feet maximum, three 75 square feet signs
proposed; 16.04E3a(3): wall sign height –
12 feet maximum, three 16 feet 8 inch
signs proposed; 16.04E3a(4): wall sign
horizontal dimension – 10 feet maximum,
three 15 feet signs proposed; 16.04E3a(5):
wall sign vertical dimension – 2.5 feet
maximum, three 5 feet signs proposed;
16.03C3: wall sign projection – must be
below top of wall, 2 signs proposed which
project above top of wall) and such other
variances, relief and/or waivers that may
be required upon an analysis of the plans
and testimony at the PUBLIC HEARING
on the Application (PB 14-17) submitted
by the Applicant, Westfield Superstore,
LLC, for the property located at 430 North
Avenue East, Block 3202, Lot 6 on the Tax
Map of the Town of Westfield. The property is owned by 430 North Avenue East,
LLC and is located in the GB-2 Zone. The
Applicant is proposing to construct a 970
square feet rear addition to the existing
9,000 square feet building and renovate
the building for use as a retail specialty
food market with new signs and associated site improvements. An existing accessory structure on the property will also
be repurposed for the outdoor sale of seasonal items in connection with the store.
When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPECTION in the office of the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, during that office’s normal business hours.
HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $50.49

David B. Corbin (September 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOOD JUNIOR SEASON...Junior quarterback Marquel Taylor, No. 7, rushed for 612 yards, including six touchdowns,
and passed for 342 yards and another three touchdowns. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Raider Gridders Made Playoffs, Finished 3-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

minutes left in the fourth quarter. We
just couldn’t hold on for that win.”
The Raiders had their expected
heroes, but also some unexpected
heroes emerged.
“One of the guys we were very
excited about was Mike Daszyk. We
started the season with Pierce
Johnston at left tackle and he went
down in the second preseason game.
Jalen Bryant was our next left tackle.
He went down. Mike started on the
offensive line but then went to left
tackle. We ran over Mike’s side and
were averaging over 10 yards per
carry,” Coach Stack said.
Another person, who stepped up
big, was senior tight end Ryan Jensen.
“Ryan Jenson, when we played
Ridge we rushed for over 500 yards.
When Ryan was on the field at tight
end, we were moving the ball. When
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Board of Education will hold their
annual Organization Meeting on Monday,
January 5, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the all
purpose room of the Lincoln School.
Action will be taken.
Eric Larson
SBA/BS
12/18/14, The Leader
Fee: $11.22

he went down, we stalled three straight
times in the third quarter. When he
came back, we were able to move the
ball again. He was key in establishing
the edge for our running attack,”
Coach Stack said.
Junior quarterback Marquel Taylor had huge responsibilities but came
through well and rushed for 612 yards,
including six touchdowns, on 70 carries. He also completed 35 passes for
342 yards, including three touchdowns.
“I was very excited about what
Marquel Taylor did in terms of the
read option. We were able to run a lot
more triple option this year. I think
that’s something we are going to build
upon in the future,” Coach Stack said.
One of the expected heroes was
senior running back Kobe White, who
amassed 1,174 yards and 12 touchdowns on 134 carries and also had
eight receptions for 44 yards. Senior
Emendo Thomas carried 66 times for
638 yards, including six touchdowns,
and had three receptions for 44 yards.
Junior wide receiver Jordan Jones
had seven receptions for 118 yards,
including a touchdown.
“Kobe had a tremendous year. He
had a couple of injuries, but he rushed
almost 1,200 yards on 134 carries

and 12 touchdowns in really seven
games. A physical runner and one of
the reasons was his commitment to
the weight room. especially squatting, the power in his legs,” Coach
Stack said.
Maxwell proved to be very effective
on both sides of the ball. Defensively,
he led the team with 113 tackles with
four sacks and one forced fumble.
“The guy I think was the most key
in both our offense and defense was
Kevin Maxwell. In our ‘I’ offense, we
are running behind Kevin. On defense, he had about 120 tackles and
clearly was our defensive leader. His
reads, his defensive nature and the
fact that he could be a captain on
defense was tremendous,” Coach
Stack said.
Ciccarino, a defensive back, recorded 87 tackles, forced a fumble,
recovered a fumble and had two interceptions. Sophomore defensive
lineman Rashaad Perry recorded 47
tackles, including four sacks, and recovered two fumbles.
“Andrew, just a tremendous leader
on defense. He was our third middle
linebacker with his ability to come up
and make big tackles. On offense, he
did a great job blocking for us,” Coach
Stack said.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate
Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally
Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite
#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email: hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct: (908) 301-2015
Cell: (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

DAVID

Talks Real Estate
Presented by

David Barbosa, Broker/Owner

 !"#$%#%&&'
According to a recent Fannie Mae survey, four in
ten Americans say that it is currently a good time to
sell a home. These numbers compare to just 15% of
Americans with similar sentiments two years ago. To
get the best reading of the market in their own areas,
prospective sellers should ask a local real estate agent
whether the number of homes for sale in his or her
immediate neighborhoods is rising or falling. Lower
inventory generally equates to higher prices. Next,
check out the number of days that homes remain on
the market before being sold, as well as list versus selling prices. Homes selling in less than 60 days near the
asking price are good indications of successful sales.
 

If you are considering the sale of your home, now
may be a good time to do so. To learn about similar
homes in your community have sold recently, and
for what price, contact us today. We have the most
up-to-date information regarding sales in your com        
        niently located. We invite you to visit our website
to learn even more about us. We look forward to
assisting you!
HINT: To set the best asking price, comparisons
should be performed that include only sales less
than three months old.

David Realty Group

   

Please visit our website and Facebook for more information and listings at:

&  

www.davidrealtygroup.com
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Blue Devils’ Grid Season Had ‘Wild Finishes’

Blue Devil Wrestlers Expect Much Improvement

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

team could get any traction, but the
Blue Devils managed to score in overtime to bring home the turkey,
“We played against Linden three
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/11/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-989
REWARDED TO: Robert Restifo, D.O.,
Summit, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide for a Director of
Pulmonary Medicine/Respiratory Care
PERIOD: January 1, 2015- December
31, 2015
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$2,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/11/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-988
REWARDED TO: Special Medical
Consultants
SERVICES: to provide services to the
patients/residents at Runnells Specialized
Hospital
PERIOD: January 1, 2015- December
31, 2015
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$5,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

years ago in the snow. Five inches of
snow on the ground was better conditions than what we had on Thanksgiving. The kids were really ready for
that game. We just kept mucking away
and found a way to get in the end
zone,” Coach DeSarno said.
Defense was key to keeping the
Blue Devils in every game.
“Even in the games we didn’t win,
our defense was solid. They carried
us. We had good seniors on every
level. On the defensive line, we had
Freddy Gladis, Harry Williamson and
Cotter Spurlock. The linebacker positions we had Jack Simcox and Luke
Prybylski and in the back we had
Matt Catanzaro. And what was so
nice was we had underclassmen at
those levels too coming back next
year,” Coach DeSarno said.
Simcox and Prybylski worked like

a pair of pit bulls tugging on their
prey. Simcox led the team with 95
tackles and added two interceptions.
Prybylski was next with 64 tackles,
but 23 of them were for losses. He
also had eight sacks, an interception
and caused three fumbles
“I don’t quite know in the past nine
years that we had two players compliment each other so well. Those
two complimented their skill sets.
They had the knack to blitz, make
plays at the line of scrimmage, but
Luke could take chances because of
where Jack was. Jack could run sideline-to-sideline well and Luke was
putting on pressure,” Coach DeSarno
said.
Junior Sid Douglas made 57 tackles and had an interception, while
junior safety Owen Colwell also had
57 tackles and three fumble recoveries. Of his 44 tackles, Gladis had 13

PUBLIC NOTICE

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/11/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-984
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
Administrative Office of the Court, Probation Services
$68,664.00
Youth Advocate Program
$45,336.00
SERVICES: Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative
PERIOD: January 1, 2015-December
31, 2015
COSTS: in the total amount not to exceed $114,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/11/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014- 1001
amending (Resolution No. 2010-350)
REWARDED TO: T & M Associates of
Middletown, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide in accordance
with the NJDEP, an Asphalt Core Drilling
and Testing for the Centennial Avenue
Corridor Intersection Improvement, Township of Cranford
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$1,660.00 for a total amount contract
amount not to exceed $163,560.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/11/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/11/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/11/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2014-987
REWARDED TO: Medical Practitioners
SERVICES: to provide professional
medical services for the patients/residents
of the Cornerstone Units Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: January 1, 2015- December
31, 2015
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$60,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $22.95

RESOLUTION NO: 2014-997
AWARDED TO: Education and Health
Centers of America, Inc. Wall, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the provision of Inmate
Substance Abuse Treatment and Residential Correctional Facility Services to
the County of Union
PERIOD: January 1, 2015-June 30, 2015
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$880,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $23.97

RESOLUTION NO: 2014-985
REWARDED TO: Practitioners/Psychiatry
SERVICES: to provide professional services for the patients/residents of the Cornerstone Units Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: January 1, 2015- December
31, 2015
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$48,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $22.95

tiebreaker and left him up believing
he had won. Fuller is expected to step
on the mat at 120/126 this season.
“The good thing for John is that he
was a junior when he made that mistake and has an opportunity for a
redo. If he goes down there this year
and comes home with a medal, I think
that would be the easiest way to forget about what happened last year,”
Coach Kurz said.
Kalimtzis, a district champion who

Probitas Verus Honos
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/11/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014- 986
REWARDED TO: Shanthi Chezian,
M.D., Behavioral Medicine Associates,
PA, South Plainfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of Professional Fees for Medical Psychiatric Evening
Coverage for the patients/residents of the
Cornerstone Units at Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: January 1, 2015- December
31, 2015
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$6,500.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/11/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-040636-14
FILE NO. 19080-14

RESOLUTION NO: 2014-982
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
Fish Hospitality
Home First Interfaith Housing & Family
Services
Salvation Army
YMCA of EUC
YMCA of EUC
YMCA of Plainfield
YM/YWCA of Newark
YWCA of EUC
Raphael’s Life House
Family Promise
SERVICES: to provide shelter nights
stays for TANF, GA and/or Emergency
Assistance
PERIOD: January 1, 2015-December
31, 2015
COSTS: for a total amount not to exceed
$2,311,780.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $31.11

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.
Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs
Oil To Gas Conversions
Steam and Hot Water Boilers

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com
Master Plumber License No. 6548

Congratulations
to our Top Ten Club for November 2014
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Sales Associate
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Sales Associate

Patricia Spinner
Sales Associate

Julie Murphy
Sales Associate

Patricia Plante
Broker Associate

David Labush
Sales Associate

Anne Weber
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©2014 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity
Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

reason why he can’t reach the goals
he’s got,” Coach Kurz said.
Senior Kevin Miller has shown
some toughness last year and finished 13-9 at 132-lbs. His brother
Jack competed at 126-lbs. Kevin is
expected to compete at 145-lbs and
Jack has beefed up and will compete
at 152-lbs. Sophomore Chris Hoerle
competed at 106-lbs last year and just
missed qualifying for the region tournament due to a forfeit. He will remain at 106-lbs.
“Kevin Miller has been showing
some good leadership. He’s a kid you
can always count on to give his best
effort. He had a nice breakout year as
a junior, and I think he’s really going
to do well this year. I also think Chris
Hoerle may be our most improved
wrestler over the summer. We just
watched his confidence grow. He fixed
his mistakes, the area where he was
having some trouble. He’s going to
be mature for a 106 pounder
Sophomore Zach Rabinowitz will
step on the mat at 113-lbs. Junior Ben
Kwok will be at 138-lbs, along with
freshmen Matt Jones and Danny
Hoerle. Junior Devin Anderson will
be at 170-lbs and sophomore Phil
Ricca will compete at 195-lbs.
“From a team perspective, this is
just an awesome group of kids. Everyday they show up. They do what’s
asked of them as hard as they can.
They like to be together. I don’t know
what our record is going to be, but I
can tell you this group is going to be
much better than they are right now,”
Coach Kurz said.
The Blue Devils will open their
season at Union tomorrow, December 18, at 4 p.m. then will compete in
the Delaware Valley Tournament on
Saturday.

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

PUBLIC NOTICE

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
THOMAS TWADDLE;

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which TAX LIEN INVESTORS LLC is the
plaintiff and WESTFIELD AVENUE DEVELOPERS, LLC, ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-04063614 within thirty-five (35) days after December 18, 2014 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Complaint. You shall file your Answer and Proof of Service in duplicate with
the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may communicate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:
1. A certain tax certificate 11-00414,
sold on 6/4/2012, dated 6/14/2012, and
was recorded on 6/14/2012 in Book 13345
at Page 992, made by PAUL M. LESNIAK,
Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH, and
State of New Jersey to TAX LIEN INVESTORS LLC and subsequently assigned to
plaintiff, TAX LIEN INVESTORS LLC. This
covers real estate located in ELIZABETH,
County of UNION, and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 2165 BLOCK 10 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of ELIZABETH and
concerns premises commonly known as
768-770 WESTFIELD AVENUE, ELIZABETH, New Jersey.
YOU, THOMAS TWADDLE, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on July 28, 1998, a judgment was entered in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, by Thomas Twaddle against
Mera Tire Inc, Nestor Mera; Marie Mera;
and Kevin Mera disclosing a debt in the
amount of $24,800.00, with interest. Said
judgment was entered as Judgment No.
DJ-192564-1998. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: December 12, 2014
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/18/14, The Leader Fee: $67.32

PUBLIC NOTICE

Beth Sullivan
Sales Associate

600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

finished 21-10 his freshman year, had
growing pains last year jumping up to
120-lbs. Kalimtzis will begin the season at 132-lbs.
“As Nick has proven before, he’s
beaten good quality kids. He’s got a
district title under his belt. He knows
what it takes. I think he’s a little bit
locked in this year. He seems to be
coming in with the right attitude and
right frame of mind,” Coach Kurz
said.
Gozdieski placed third in the UCT
and second in the district at 160-lbs
last year to finish 22-13. He will remain at that weight.
“Jarek has gotten consistently better. It simply happened through hard
work and he’s the guy who is at everything. You give him an opportunity to
find a way to get better and he’s going
to take it. We have pretty high goals for
him this year. I think he has high goals
for himself. He’s got the maturity of a
senior. That’s why he’s one of our
captains,” Coach Kurz said.
Spurlock was rolling well at 220lbs last year and placed second in the
UCT, but got injured shortly afterwards and could not finish the season.
“Cotter’s been through the program
for four years. I think last year, he
probably wasn’t happy with the way
it ended. He had an injury. He had
made it to the county finals and the
following weekend, his season ended.
I think he’s got some unfinished business to take care of. If he can turn up
the intensity in the room, there’s no

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Notice is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before January 6,
2015 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be
reached, for “JANITORIAL SERVICES
CONTRACT 2015-2016” in accordance
with the Specifications and Information to
Bidders prepared by the Township. At that
time and place, such bids will be publicly
opened and read aloud. No bids shall be
received other than at the time and place
herein designated for their receipt, unless
mailed to the Township Clerk for receipt at
the designated time and place.
Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk for each complete set of documents. Written questions
regarding the bid specifications may be
submitted to the Bozena Lacina, Township Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076 on or before
Wednesday December 31, 2014.
A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten per cent (10%)
of the bid, but in no case in excess of twothousand five hundred dollars ($2,500),
must be submitted with the bid guaranteeing that if a contract is awarded, the bidder
shall execute the contract. Bidders must
also submit a Consent of Surety with the
bid, wherein the Surety agrees to furnish a
performance bond if the Bidder is awarded
the contract
The successful bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in a sum
equal to one hundred per cent (100%) of
the full amount of the contract. Such Performance Bond must be furnished by the
successful bidder simultaneously with the
delivery of the executed contract.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other applicable statutes, laws or regulations.
Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue.
Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bidder, upon which shall be designated:
“JANITORIAL SERVICES CONTRACT
2015-2016”
The Township reserves the right to reject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-13.2.
BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
Jerry Giaimis
Township Manager
Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk
1 T - 12/18/14, The Times Fee: $61.20

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 1/6/15, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Drainage Restoration Contract, North – 2014; ROUTES 9W, 15, 17, 23, 24, US
46, 57, 94, I-80, I-80 Local, 94, 124, 183, US 206, Counties of Bergen, Essex,
Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union & Warren-North of Route 57. Federal
Project No: STP-C00S(687); DP No: 15401
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964. Specifically, “the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontractors prior to contract award or authorization.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor, Division of Wage and hour Compliance at the time of bid.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the following
locations:
200 Stierli Court
One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690
856-486-6623
3 T - 12/4/14, 12/11/14 and 12/18/14, The Leader
Fee: $211.14
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Blue Devils’ Grid Season Had ‘Wild Finishes’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

throws for a loss, six sacks and a
fumble recovery. Spurlock made 42
tackles, nine for a loss. Junior linebacker Mike O’Connor had 36 tackles
(5 for losses) and sophomore defensive end Owen Kessler made 32 tackles (9 for losses, 4.5 sacks) and three
fumble recoveries. Cornerbacks
Catanzaro and junior Brett Robertshaw
had seven and two interceptions, respectively. Robertshaw also knocked
down eight passes. Sophomore Nick
Maher recorded six sacks.
Offensively, junior running back
Jack Curry was the bread and butter

Kelly completed 64 passes for 729
yards, including six touchdowns and
four interceptions. Junior receiver
Chris Boutsikaris had 32 receptions
for 363 yards and one touchdown.
Senior Sean Elliott had 29 receptions, including four touchdowns, for
317 yards, and senior fullback Nick
Buontempo had 21 receptions with
three touchdowns for 167 yards. Junior JD Marner had 18 receptions for
169 yards, sophomore Jack Shirk had
nine receptions, including a touchdown, for 97 yards. Curry had three
receptions for 40 yards and sopho-

Special team coverage, extra points
(PAT) and field goals were also key.
Sophomore Mike Moriarty, after a
slow start of the season, finished with
22 PATs and five field goals.
“Coverage was great, guys like
Owen Kessler, Jacob Kurstedt,
Ishmael Glasco. Mike Moriarty, a
sophomore kicker, I was very impressed. He grew up during the season. The more he did it, the better he
got at it,” Coach DeSarno noted.
Like every year, talented players
will graduate, but underclassmen will
step up to fill the vacancies.

David B. Corbin (February 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING STATE QUALIFIER...Cougar Niko Cappello, right, along with Gavin Murray and Tom DiGiovanni,
competed at Atlantic City last year. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

MURRAY, CAPPELLO, DiGIOVANNI STATE RETURNEES

Cougar Wrestlers Envision
UCT Crown, Section Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (fall 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING FOR ANOTHER YEAR...Blue Devil cornerback Brett Robertshaw, No. 20, will return for another season
on defense. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

with 1,376 rushing yards and 11
touchdowns on 256 carries. Simcox
added more spice with 430 yards and
six touchdowns on 94 carries.
“Jack Curry had a great year and
just having Jack Simcox in there really enhanced Jack Curry, because
we had that changeup. He gave Curry
a rest then he could come back stronger. He could start off a drive, take a
rest then finish off a drive. He’s little,
but he’s powerful. Most of his running was between the tackles, but he
has that burst of speed to get to the
outside,” Coach DeSarno said.
Senior quarterback Andrew
Malacrea completed 48 passes for
475 yards, including four touchdowns
and two interceptions. Junior Zack

more Matt Varano had two receptions
for 51 yards.
Special teams came into play very
well, especially with Catanzaro, who
returned 25 punts for 127 yards and
11 kickoffs for 279 yards, including a
touchdown. Douglas returned nine
kickoffs for 212 yards.
“Having a three-year starter as our
punt and kick returner, to just have
that security back there, we had Matt
back there to make decisions. He had
a ton of catches where he made a
three yard gain, but if he would have
let the ball bounce, who knows where
it would have been, inside the five,
inside the 10. Him catching the ball
and getting yards for us was huge all
year long,” Coach DeSarno said.

“The one nice thing is at every
position, we have underclassmen,
who played this year. The kids are in
the weight room already. They want
to take it a step further,” Coach
DeSarno said.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Another step up the rung for success is definitely within reason for
this year’s Cranford High School
wrestling team that returns a very
well-schooled squad, including all
six of its district finalists.
“We are filling all the spots. This is
the first time in four years. This is my
fourth year as a head coach and I
never had a full lineup. I am hoping
with that and with the talent that we
have we can finally make that little
extra push and get us to the next
level,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.
Since the Cougars won the District
11 title, placed second in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) and advanced to the semifinal round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tournament last year, that step is not far
away.
“Last year, we were in the running
for a county championship. We
haven’t had one of those for many
years, so I would like get that. I think
that is an attainable goal. I want to

repeat as district champs. As a team,
do the best we can against teams like
Bound Brook, Brick Memorial to see
what we are made of. When we get to
tournaments, second and third place
is a stepping stone. I want to start
getting the championships for the
program,” Coach Gorman said.
Another person, who wants to add
some more championships, is senior
Gavin Murray, who won the UCT,
District 11 and Region 3 titles and
finished second in the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City at 138-lbs last
year. Murray, who enters the season
with a 105-14 career record, is expected to open the season at 152-lbs.
“In the off-season, he’s committed
to Perdue. He’s a man on a mission. He
wants that title. He’s not thinking about
anything else. Everyday he puts hard
work in there. He’s a leader in the
room,” Coach Gorman said. “I think
him getting to the state finals last year
opened up a lot of the freshmen’s and
underclassmen’s eyes that, ‘I can get
there too. He went through the same
practices that I went through.’ It’s a big
boost for the entire program, even the

PAL went down to Atlantic City to see
him. It kind of makes everybody a
little more hungry.”
Junior Niko Cappello knows what
winning is like, also as a linebacker
on the football team that recorded the
most wins and most points scored in
the history of the school, as well as
winning the district title at 160-lbs
last year, placing second in the UCT
and placing third in the region to
qualify for Atlantic City and finish
31-9. Cappello is expected to step on
the mat at 170-lbs.
“We just got him off the football
field. They went for the state championship, so it’s only the second day
where we have all of our team in the
room. He is a tremendous force in the
room. Last year, he got down to Atlantic City. This year, he is going to be
on the podium,” Coach Gorman predicted.
As a member of last year’s “Fabulous Freshmen”, Tom DiGiovanni
claimed a UCT title and a district title
at 113-lbs and placed third in the region to compete at Atlantic City, finCONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David Realty group wishes you all a wonderful holiday season!

Kimberly Baker

Diane Barabas

David Barbosa

Lorena Barbosa

Richard Buontempo

Stacie Canavan

Dawn Doherty

Amy Erasmus

Sara Laface

Jacquelyn MacLean

Stefanie Singer

Faye Spieler

Meet the team that is changing
the face of real estate today!
We are proud that you have given us the
opportunity to serve you, our neighbors.

Rosemarie Hughes

Karen-Jean Kilby

Jill Korcusko

Jeannie MacIntyre

Andrew Messano

Nick Novello

May the joy of the holidays extend to you and
your loved ones now and in the coming year.

Allison Passucci

Marisa Pica

Barbara Scholz

Sales Associates not pictured above include: Andreas Balogh, Michael Campbell, Patricia K. Card, Christopher J. Duffy, Thomas Glinsky and Christopher Quigley

DavidRealtyGroup.com • Residential Brokerage • 530 South Avenue West • (908) 264-8843
©2014 David Realty Group LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by David and Lorena Barbosa
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FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake “Trainer To The
Stars” FIRMFLEX Total Body
Trainer. Complete Workout Exercise Bench. Compact 24.5”W x
41”L Tubular Steel Frame With
Padded Bench. Adjustable Height
and Resistance. Excellent Condition. $100. Call(908)654-6091
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FIREWOOD

CLASSIFIEDS
SNOW PLOWING SERVICE

DIR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES

Snow Plowing for the region.
Call or text Phil at
(908) 246-9448

First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm St in Westfield,
has a part-time position for a
Director of Music Ministries.
Interested applicants should
have past church experience in
music ministry; be familiar with
a blended style of worship and
be able to use a variety of music
traditions
and
styles.
Please send your resume along
with a cover letter to
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net,
or mail to
170 Elm St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
Attn: Rev. M. Castaneda

Split hardwood. Our stock is
90% oak, seasoned for min. of
7 months. Full Cord $180/Half
Cord $100. Free local delivery.
Heron's Tree Service
(908) 757-3318
CONDO FOR RENT-CRANFORD

1 BR/1 bath condo in park-like
setting, walk to train/town
center, $1,300/mo plus $1,950
security, no pets, credit check,
(908) 317-9788
CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out, Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

SPF PAL Matmen Claim 4
Champs at UC Brawl Tourney Blue Devil Icers Rap Cougars,
Four individual champions high- ementary School Division.
lighted the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Oratory Prep, Improve to 3-1
In the Middle School bouts, Tucker
PAL wrestling showing during the also placed second at 95, while Zack

FIRING THE PUCK...Blue Devil defenseman Tanner Devin, No. 39, begins to
fire the puck in a game against Oratory Prep.

David B. Corbin (February 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO STEP UP ANOTHER RUNG...Last year, Cougar Gavin Murray
placed second at 138-lbs at Atlantic City. This season, he is seeking the title.

Cougars Envision UCT Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

ishing with a 34-7 record. He is expected to step on the mats at 120-lbs.
“He was down at Atlantic City as a
freshman. I think out of that group of
freshmen we had last year, I think more
of them are going to be down there as
sophomores. They are all hungry. They
all have been putting in the work in the
off-season,” Coach Gorman said.
Of that freshman group, sophomore Anthony Capece, who placed
second in the UCT and second in the
district at 106-lbs to finish 28-13,
will compete at 113-lbs. Chris
Scorese, district champ at 120-lbs
and finishing 28-8, will compete at
126-lbs. Brian McGovern, third in
the UCT, second in the district and
finishing 23-15 at 132-lbs, will step
on the mat at 145-lbs.
Junior Dave Busch, second in the
UCT at 126-lbs, will compete at 138
or 145. A few more football players,
senior Nick Ballas, who placed third

in the district at 182-lbs, will remain
there, and junior Kevin Doran will
wrestle at 285-lbs. Junior Andrew
Tompkins will compete at 160-lbs
and sophomore Vince Concina will
compete at 132-lbs. Freshman Jacob
Snover and junior Jake Quinn will be
at 106-lbs and freshman Dylan
Budnik will compete at 195-lbs.
After their opening match, the Cougars will get right into the thick of
things with some very competitive
tournaments.
“We are kicking off with Plainfield
then we go to TCNJ, which is a 16team tournament. There’s a lot of
tough shore teams there. All the teams
have coaches on the staff that wrestled
for TCNJ. Over Christmas break, we
are going out past Scranton to a large
scale two-day tournament. There’s
some pretty touch Pennsylvania teams
there. I think there is about 22 teams,”
Coach Gorman said.

2014 Union County Brawl Tournament this past Sunday, December 14,
at Cranford High School.
Winning titles in the Middle School
Division for SPF were Anthony
Robinson at 80 pounds and Alex
Oslislo at 145 pounds. The champions for SPF in the Elementary School
Division were Benji Tucker at 95
pounds and Brendan Huszcza at
heavyweight.
The Raiders placed second among
eight schools in the Middle School
Division but did not place in the El-

Zimmerman was runner-up at 135 and
Billy Root finished second at heavyweight. Third-place medals received in
the Middle School for SPF were Andre
Carnihas at 70 pounds, Kyle Robinson
at 77, Brandon Bowles at 87, Mate
Velez at 125, Harrison Wustefeld at
135 and CJ Estevez at 152.
In the Elementary School Division, Anthony Robinson (80) and
Bandon Bowles (87) also placed second, Christian Tardi was third at 77
and Ryan Watt (57) and Kyle
Robinson (77) each placed fourth.

Wardlaw Announces
Upper School Honor Roll
EDISON – Rhona Eserner, Upper
School Head at The WardlawHartridge School, is pleased to announce an impressive list of students who qualified for the Honor
Roll with Distinction (average of 93
or above) and Honor Roll (average
of 87 ore above) for the first trimester of the 2014-2015 school year.

The following students from our
area earned status on the Honor Roll
with Distinction: seniors John Anderson-Schmitt of Scotch Plains, Rida
Aziz of Scotch Plains, Matthew
Handzy of Westfield and Joshua
Schlisserman of Scotch Plains; juniors Akash Dalal of Scotch Plains
and Max Needle of Scotch Plains;
sophomore Carlin Schildge of
Westfield.
The following students from our
area made the Honor Roll: seniors
Nicholas D’Amore of Scotch Plains,
Michael Kieselstein of Westfield,
Julia Linger of Cranford, Uditi
Nichani of Scotch Plains and Jack
Schildge of Westfield; juniors Anisa
Ahmed of Scotch Plains, Claire
Greaney of Scotch Plains, Charlotte
Sweeney of Cranford, Rachel Voeltzel
of Scotch Plains and Sean Wang of
Scotch Plains; sophomores Samantha
Anastasiou of Scotch Plains, Raphael
Genty of Scotch Plains, Andrew Park
of Westfield and Jake Payami of
Scotch Plains; and freshmen Eduardo
Martinez of Scotch Plains, Clifford
Stueck of Scotch Plains and Jason
Yin of Scotch Plains.

The Westfield High School Ice
hockey team bounced back from a
disappointing 6-4 loss to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on December 7 with
two big wins against rival Cranford
(4-1) and new Union County opponent Oratory Prep (10-0).
Against the Cougars, senior
goaltender Dan DoCampo was brilliant with 39 saves, many of the spectacular variety. Junior defenseman
Dante Anastario got the Blue Devils
rolling in the first minute with and
end-to-end rush for an early 1-0 lead
and junior forward Matt Macik extended the lead to 2-0 off a feed from
junior defenseman Luke Hiltwein
before the end of the first period.
The second period was all Cranford,
outshooting Westfield, 20-3, and finally breaking through with a power
play goal from Nick Colucci with a
minute left in the period.

But the Blue Devils bounced back
with a strong third period, extending
the lead with four minutes remaining
on a goal from freshman forward
Matt Rittendale and salting the game
away with Macik’s empty netter in
the last minute.
The Oratory game saw the Blue
Devils clicking early, scoring four
goals in the first stanza and five in the
second. Freshman forward Sean Taylor notched a hat trick, while Hiltwein
and Rittendale both found the back
of the net twice. Other goal scorers
included
Macik,
freshman
defenseman Kenneth Meyer and
freshman forward Matt Cetlin. Senior forwards Andrew Marino and
Matt Friedman and sophomore forward Brendan Glenn all had assists
on the day. DoCampo and sophomore Ethan Finver shared the shutout
in net.

ARGUING ANIMAL FARM… Edward Zhang of Scotch Plains, Alyaa Abdalaal
of Iselin, Webber Chen of North Brunswick, Jerry Sun of Plainfield, Aubrey
Mackay of North Plainfield and Sarah Hoffman of Cranford, eighth grade
students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, discuss an issue to prepare
an argument during a debate. As a culmination of their reading of George
Orwell's classic allegory Animal Farm, the eighth grade conducted a debate on
the topic of model governments. Each of six teams constructed an ideal form of
government then presented and defended its government structure to a panel of
judges and to their adversaries. Teams debated the merits of each form of
government, exploring the benefits and risks of various forms of executive,
legislative, and judicial powers.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
Think “Superior” For:
•
•
•
•

N&C Jewelers

Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

908-233-3380

102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ
nandcjewelers@gmail.com
Holiday Hours

Nabig Sakr

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 10am - 7:30pm
Saturday: 10am - 5:30pm • Sunday: 11am - 4pm
Wednesday, Dec. 24th (Christmas Eve): 10am - 4pm

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Carmen Cascao

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Be a part of Mindowaskin history!
The Friends of Mindowaskin Park are actively seeking donations for repair, beautification and future long-range projects. We invite you to be a permanent part of
Westfield’s history by commemorating your message on a granite paver at the Historic Bandstand’s Memory Walk. Personalized pavers can be purchased for $195 and
your tax-deductible donation may qualify for a matching contribution from your employer. Please inquire about additional opportunities for patronage within the Park.

Please inquire about Presentation certificates for gift giving.
Please fill out and remit with payment to:

FRIENDS OF
MINDOWASKIN PARK

P.O. Box 87
Westfield, NJ 07091
phone: 908-233-0028
www.mindowaskinpark.org
e-mail: info@mindowaskinpark.org

Name
Please indicate your desired inscription below (approximately 13-15 characters per line,
depending on dimensions of letters and/or numbers chosen. Spaces count as one.)

Address

Line 1

City, State & Zip

Line 2

Phone:

Line 3

Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)
Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions
Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

e-mail:
The Friends of Mindowaskin is a registered 501(c)(3). All text is subject to Board approval.

Over 97 years of enjoyment for the Westfield community

‘Like’ us on

facebook

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com
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Kindergarten, First Grade
Registration Announced

GONE DIGITAL...Westfield High School recently held an after school technology training where approximately 175 teachers got a chance to collaborate with
their peers on best practices in digital teaching and learning. Workshop sessions,
which were hosted by teacher volunteers, included such topics as Google Apps for
Education, running a BYOD classroom, and Project Based Learning in the
Digital Age. Pictured here are Mathematics teachers Allie Roberts (standing at
front) and Nicole Malvasio brainstorming best practices in technology with
colleagues (seated from front to back, left row) Jill Scott, Pat Marchiano, Donna
Hornish and (seated front to back, on right) Kathleen Cicalese, Anthony Meyers,
Erica Wright and Scott Rutherford. Adam Pizzi, one of the district’s Master
Technology Teachers, who organized the event stated, “It was a great opportunity for the teachers at Westfield High to see and hear what is going on outside
of their classrooms, as well as share learning resources and creative methodologies of instruction.”

SPF Scholarship Foundation
Application Now Available
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Fanwood Scholarship Foundation invites all high school seniors
and college students residing in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood to apply
for the many scholarships available
through the Foundation. Some awards
are need-based, while others have
different criteria for selection, such
as the intent to pursue an education
focused on teaching, nursing, mathematics, veterinary science, foreign
language, music or fine arts, among
others. Scholarships are also offered
to students who have shown an interest in various areas during their high
school career, such as social service
organizations, Scouting or athletics.
A full description is available in the
application booklet, which can be
accessed online at the Foundation’s
w
e
b
s
i
t
e
,
spfscholarshipfoundation.org, at
www.spfk12.org (see “2015 Local
Scholarships Booklet” under “Announcements” on the school district’s
home page) or in the guidance office
of area high schools. The major
criterion for eligibility is that the applicant resides in Scotch Plains or
Fanwood; an applicant need not be a
graduate of the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School.
In addition to the application, the
Foundation requires a personal letter
from the applicant, a letter of reference, and an official high school transcript, including SAT and/or ACT
scores, or an official college transcript. Please see the application

booklet for details. Applications
should be mailed to Scotch Plains
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation,
PO Box 123, Fanwood, NJ 07023
and must be postmarked by February
14, 2015. Applications postmarked
after this date will be returned. Incomplete or unsigned applications
may not be considered.
This year four new scholarships have
been added: Charlie Brown’s Fresh
Grill Scholarship for $1,500; Tom
Montagna (Follow Your Dream)
Scholarship for $1,000; Mauro and
Ruleen DiFrancesco Scholarship for
$1,500; and School One Retired Elementary Educators and Staff for $500.
As we enter our 49th year, 2,628
students have received $2,641,867 in
scholarship aid. Scholarships are
funded through a community-wide
appeal in the spring and through Dollars for Students, our annual houseto-house canvass, taking place on
Saturday, March 28 and Sunday,
March 29, 2015. Other scholarships
are administered by the Foundation,
but are funded by other community
organizations; for example, every
Parent-Teacher Association in the
district funds at least one scholarship. Applications are reviewed by a
Screening Committee consisting of
four Trustees from the SPF Scholarship Foundation and PTA representatives from the public schools.
For further information, please access
our
website,
spfscholarshipfoundation.org, or call
Mary Ball Cappio at (908) 889-8155.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Public School District will be registering
children who will become eligible for
kindergarten in the 2015-2016 school
year. The District also is interested in
reaching children who have not attended the Westfield Public Schools
for kindergarten but will enter first
grade in the fall. “It is very helpful for
the District to have this information so
that we may effectively plan for every
new child,” stated Superintendent of
Schools, Margaret Dolan.
Kindergarten Registration for all
children who are residents of
Westfield reaching the age of 5 on or
before October 1, 2015, will be held
at Lincoln School, 728 Westfield
Avenue. Lincoln School is the centralized kindergarten location for the
Westfield Public Schools. Parents
may register children eligible for kindergarten on the dates and during the
times indicated below by first calling
(908) 789-4455 for an appointment.
Daytime appointments will be:
Monday, January 12, 9:30 to 11:30
a.m.; Tuesday, January 13, 9:30 to
11:30 a.m.; Wednesday, January 14,
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.; Tuesday, January
20, 1 to 3 p.m.; Thursday, January 22,
1 to 3 p.m.; Friday, January 23, 1 to 3
p.m.; Monday, January 26, 1 to 3
p.m.; Tuesday, January 27, 1 to 3
p.m.; Wednesday, January 28, 9:30 to
11:30 a.m.; Thursday, January 29,
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Kindergarten evening appointments will be Thursday, January 15,
6 to 8 p.m. and Wednesday, January
21, 6 to 8 p.m.
First Grade Registration for all children who are residents of Westfield
reaching the age of 6 on or before
October 1, 2015 and have not yet
attended the Westfield Public Schools
is as follows:
Daytime Registration:
Franklin School, (908) 789-4591
Wednesday, January 14, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Jefferson School, (908) 7894490 Wednesday, January 14, 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m.; Jefferson School, (908) 7894490 Thursday, January 15, 8 a.m. to
4 p.m.; McKinley School, (908) 7894555 Tuesday, January 13, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Tamaques School, (908) 7894580 Wednesday, January 14, 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m.; Washington School, (908)
789-4600 Tuesday, January 27, 8:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; and Wilson School,
(908) 789-4605 Thursday, January 22,
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Evening appointments to register
first graders who are new to the
Westfield Public Schools will be held
Tuesday, January 20, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
(for all schools) in the Administration Building, 302 Elm Street, Room
106 (first floor). Please call (908)
789-4420 for an evening appointment at Elm Street.
All new students will be required
to have the following information for
registration in the Westfield Public
Schools: Birth certificate with raised

seal from the Bureau of Vital Statistics; Proof of residence (utility bill,
tax bill, lease, closing statement,
voter’s registration); and Proof of
Immunization (most recent record),
which includes:
Diphtheria, Pertussis and Tetanus
vaccine (DPT Series) – 4 doses with
1 dose given on or after the fourth
birthday, or any total of 5 doses.
Poliomyelitis vaccine – 3 doses of
oral poliovirus vaccine (OPV) or enhanced inactivated polio vaccine
(IPV), with 1 dose given on or after
the fourth birthday, or any 4 doses
spaced by a minimum of 1 month.
Rubeola (Measles) vaccine – 2 doses
given on or after the first birthday
separated by at least a month, or
laboratory documentation of immunity. Rubella (German Measles) vaccine – 1 dose given on or after the first
birthday, or laboratory documentation of immunity. Mumps vaccine – 1
dose given on or after the first birthday, or laboratory documentation of
immunity. Hepatitis B vaccine – 3
doses or laboratory documentation
of immunity. Varicella vaccine - one
dose of varicella vaccine on or after
the first birthday or proof of disease
or immunity is required for children
19 months of age or older who attend
a child care center, or are entering
Kindergarten or Grade 1.
State law will not permit any child
to be admitted to a public school
unless immunizations have been completed and documented by an M.D.,
D.O., or Nurse Practitioner, specifically indicating a day, month and
year administered.
Only one entry physical examination is necessary on admission to kindergarten or first grade (pre-K physical may be the entry physical). A 5
year physical exam is recommended.
Pre-Kindergarten students age 3 or
older must present a physical exam,
personal health history, and the above
immunizations (age appropriate) record
including: PneumococcalVaccine : age
2-11 months - 2 doses, age 12-59
months - 1 dose; Influenza Vaccine:
age 6-59 months - 1 dose to be given
between September 1 and December
31 of each year in pre-school;
Haemophilis B age 2-11 months - 2
doses; and age 12-59 months - 1 dose.
Registration, Health History, Physical Exam and Medical Records forms
are available on the district web site
at www.westfieldnjk12.org. They are
located within the Parents tab under
the “New Student Registration
Forms” link and can be printed and
completed before the scheduled registration date. These forms are also
available by calling one of the schools.
Should parents have any questions
about the registration process, please
call one of the Westfield Public
Schools. In the event of a delayed
opening or school closing due to inclement weather, registration for that
day will be rescheduled.

Wardlaw Announces
Middle School Honor Roll
EDISON – Margaret Granados,
Middle School Head at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School, is
pleased to announce an impressive
list of students who qualified for
the Honor Roll with Distinction (average of 93 or above) and Honor
Roll (average of 87 ore above) for
the first trimester of the 2014-2015
school year.
The following students earned
status on the Honor Roll with Distinction: eighth grader Briella
Payami of Scotch Plains; seventh
graders Jane Anderson-Schmitt,
Ryan Brace and Logan D’Amore of
Scotch Plains; and sixth graders

LEARNING SERVICE...Service Learning has always been a part of the School
One Elementary community in Scotch Plains-Fanwood. However over the past
year the students have taken more of a leadership role. The Kids Care Club is
student driven under the direction of Kristine Iarussi, 1st grade teacher at School
One. The club consists of third and fourth grade student volunteers. Through
many projects, students have recognized the positive impact they have on others.
Recently, the Kids Care Club collaborated with The School One PTA Service
Committee and kicked off the holiday season by sponsoring their annual food
drive for families in our area. The students collected over 500 food items, which
were donated to the Salvation Army in Plainfield.

Scott Greaney, Camila Martinez and
Thomas Peeney of Scotch Plains
and Michele Peruzzo and Giulia
Pinelli of Westfield.
The following students made the
Honor Roll: eighth graders Sarah
Hoffman of Cranford, Alexandra
Lack of Westfield and Kelly
Lawrence of Scotch Plains; seventh
graders Judith Minnium of Scotch
Plains and Katrin Schildge of
Westfield; and sixth graders Tyler
Jones of Scotch Plains, Justyn
Niemczyk of Mountainside, Sydney
Sweeney of Cranford, Emilia Tobey
of Scotch Plains and Nathaniel
Wikoff of Westfield.

PERFECT SCORES...Westfield High School has been notified that five students
have achieved perfect scores in October on the SAT standardized tests widely
used for college admission criteria. Westfield High School Principal, Peter
Renwick, left, commended each student for outstanding achievement. The recent
high scorers who were congratulated by Mr. Renwick include, from left to right:
Maya Moritz – Math; Jorge Ledesma – Reading, Math and Writing; Jason Liu
– Physics; and Michael Maguire – Math 2. Not pictured is Aidan Hamilton –
Reading.

Museum of Math Meetup
Open to All WF Students
WESTFIELD – The Gifted Parent
Teacher Council is organizing a meet
up at the Museum of Math (MoMath)
on Friday, February 13, 2015 from 1 to
3:30 p.m. This day is a holiday for
Westfield Public Schools. This event is
open to all Westfield parents and students in grades three and above (siblings not in Westfield Public Schools
are welcome). Each family is responsible for supervision of their own child
and transportation. Space is limited
and will be filled on a first come, first
serve basis.
Admission is $15 for each student
or parent, which includes an educator session for children in grades
three through 12. For children not
attending an educator session, the

admission is $9.
There will be a 45 minutes levelappropriate Educator session on
Cryptology (The Secrets of Telling
Secrets). Students can also interact with
innovative exhibits that will spark curiosity and inquiry in exploring the wonders of mathematics. The exact schedule will be provided upon arrival. Please
note that MoMath does not have cafeteria facilities.
Visit http://bit.ly/ptcmomath for payment and registration information.
The deadline for registration and
payment is January 15,2015. For further information please contact Charlotte Lee at cflee4@verizon.net or
Amisha
Mehta
at
amishamody@me.com.

EIS Breaks Down Social
Barriers on Mix It Up Day
WESTFIELD – Students at Edison
Intermediate School (EIS) in
Westfield participated in a full day
event on November 21 – the national Mix It Up Day – joining more
than three million other students
across the country to help break
down social barriers.
“Mix It Up is a positive step that
schools can take to help create inclusive school communities and
learning environments,” explained
EIS Guidance Counselor Kerri
Webster. Along with counselors
Kimberly Lisnock and Lori Demuro,
Ms. Webster advised the studentrun event hosted by the school’s
Student Government Association
and TLRNC (Teens Learning Respect ‘N Compasion).
The day included group discussions on why students should be
motivated to get to know people “on
the inside,” a viewing of a movie
with an inspiring message, and lunch
periods at which students were asked
to move out of their comfort zone

and sit with someone new during
which TLRNC members led ice
breaker activities.
“Cafeterias are the focus of Mix It
Up because that’s where a school’s
social boundaries are most obvious,”
stated Ms. Webster.
After lunch, the entire student
body of sixth, seventh and eighth
graders and staff participated in team
building games designed to encourage, unify, and strengthen relationships throughout the school.
The day ended with a parting gift
of a pencil with a reminder to “Do
the ‘write’ thing. Pay it Forward.
Pass on Kindness.”
Reflecting on the event, Principal
Matthew Bolton, stated, “This important event combines fun with a
powerful message of inclusiveness,
respect, and tolerance. It is our hope
that our students ended the day with
an uplifted spirit, a celebration of
our differences, the acceptance of
our shared experiences and a new
friend or two.”

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor

207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group
• Dentistry for infants, children,
adolescents & special needs
• Specializing in comforting
fearful children
• Laser Dentistry

Open House
Sunday, January 25, 1 – 3 PM
21st Century Learning
Middle States Accredited
Grades Pre-K through 8
Extended
ded Care Programs
Full Day Pre-K and Kindergarten
Safe, Faith-filled Environment
Class of 2014 earned over
$200,000 in high school scholarships
ips
2032 Westfield Avenue Scotch Plains,
i NJ 07076
908.322.4265
www.stbacademy.org
St. Bartholomew Academy

STRIVE

BUILD

ACHIEVE

CE

50

G

The Catholic Academy that makes a
difference in your child’s life.
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• Oral Conscious Sedation
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ting Healthy Smiles
Crea

• We offer IV Sedation and
General Anesthesia services
by Board Certified Pediatric
Anesthesiologists in the dental
office or hospital setting

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

555 Westfield Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com • 908-232-1231
New Jersey Family’s Favorite Kids’ DocsTM, 2009-2013
Named 2009-2012 Top Dentist by NJ Monthly Magazine

THE JAMES WARD
MANSION

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion
“THE BEST KEPT SECRET” IN NEW JERSEY

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.
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Catherine Flammer Fischer, 94, Golfer;
Catholic Daughters of America Member
Catherine Flammer Fischer, 94, Herbert Fischer. They spent much
passed away in Scottsdale, Ariz. of their time playing golf, enjoyon Wednesday, December 10, ing the company of friends and
traveling.
2014.
Catherine is surBorn August 5, 1920
vived by her sister,
in Westfield, N.J., to
Margaret Triano;
Henry P. Townsend and
brother,
Robert
Anna
Townsend,
Townsend, and her
Catherine was the oldest
five children, Dianne
of 11 children. She atFlammer, Douglas
tended Holy Trinity
Flammer, Jeffery
Grammar School and
Flammer, Thomas
Holy Trinity High
Flammer
and
School in Westfield, N.J.
Marykay Campbell;
Catherine married
13 grandchildren and
John Vernon Flammer in
10 great-grandchil1947 and together they
Catherine Fischer
dren. We would like
had six children.
Catherine led an active life. She to extend a special thanks to the
was a member of the Catholic caregivers of Caring For Loved
Daughters of America and worked Ones, who did an amazing job of
for her father at Townsend Moving taking care of our Mother with
Company and then for her gentleness, kindness and dignity.
A Mass of the Resurrection will
husband’s company, Flammer
Brothers and Sons. Catherine was be held at 10:30 a.m. tomorrow,
friendly and outgoing. She loved Friday, December 19, 2014, at the
playing cards with her many girl- Blessed Sacrament Catholic
friends and in her later years en- Church, 11300 N. 64th Street,
Scottsdale.
Please
visit
joyed golf.
Catherine was lucky enough to www.hansenmortuary.com to place
find great love twice in her life. In online condolences.
December 18, 2014
1992 she met her second husband,

Catherine Dreimuller, Local Parishioner;
Was Movie Fan and Animal Lover
Catherine B. Dreimuller passed
away peacefully after a brief illness on Sunday, December 14,
2014. She was born in Jersey City,
N.J. on July 11, 1927 and was the
daughter of Donald J. and
Catherine Mitchell Ford.
Catherine graduated from St.
Aloysius School in Jersey City, N.J.
She worked at Socony Oil, later
Exxon Mobil, for many years. She
was predeceased by her husband,
William J. Dreimuller, Jr.; her parents, and her brother, Donald R. Ford.
A resident of Westfield for over
55 years, Catherine was a member
of St. Anne’s Roman Catholic
Church in Garwood. She loved going to the movies every Friday

night, and was an animal lover.
Her two Irish setters, Michael and
Patrick, gave her great joy.
A Mass of Christian Burial will
be offered at 10 a.m. today, Thursday, December 18, 2014, at St.
Anne’s Roman Catholic Church,
Garwood, followed by burial at
Holy Name Cemetery in Jersey
City, N.J.
Arrangements are by Gray Funeral Directors, Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Homeless Animal
Rescue Team, 231 North Avenue,
No. 156, Westfield, N.J. 07090. To
view a tribute of Catherine’s life,
please go to grayfuneralhomes.com.

SHERIFF’S SALE

www.goleader.com

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14005134
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-030630-13
Plaintiff: OCWEN LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: RICHARD J. COLONNA
Sale Date: 01/07/2015
Writ of Execution: 04/07/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Ninety-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Forty and
71/100*** $299,540.71.
Property to be dold is located in: Borough of
Garwood, county of Union, State of New Jersey.
Premises Commonly Known As: 321 Willow
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey 07027.
Tax Lot # 11, Block # 406
Nearest Cross Street: East Street.
Approximate Dimensions: 50 x 100.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Fifteen Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Nine and 78/100***
$315,879.78 together with lawful interest and
costs.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condominium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.
All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to ascertain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff
Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 12/11, 12/18, 12/25
& 01/01/15
Fee: $191.76

December 18, 2014

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14005077
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-21408-08
Plaintiff: BANK OF AMERICA. N.A.
VS.
Defendant: LINDA M. HALAS AND PETER T.
HALAS, HER HUSBAND
Sale Date: 01/07/2015
Writ of Execution: 04/23/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Twelve Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty and 92/
100*** $512,730.92.
The property to be sold is located in the Borough of Fanwood, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.
It is commonly known as designated as Block
19, Lot 13.
The dimensions are approximately 98 feet
wide by 99 feet long.
Nearest cross streetL Estelle Lane
Prior liens(s): None.
Total Upset: ***Six Hundred Nine Thousand
Two Hundred Thirty-Three and 23/100***
$609,233.23 together with lawful interest and
costs.
*Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens
or other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being foreclosed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff
Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 12/11, 12/18, 12/25
& 01/01/15
Fee: $179.52

Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897
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– Obituaries –
George Toenes, 87, Musician, Teacher,
Animal Lover and Biblical Scholar
George DePont Toenes, 87, siast and master storyteller. He
passed away on Tuesday, Decem- joked that he only had 15 stories
(which he referred to by number),
ber 9, 2014, in Westfield, N.J.
George “Old GT” Toenes gradu- but he loved to regale people with
them again and again.
ated from Ithaca College
George had a special rewith a degree in music
lationship with the
and received his Master
Mozart Clarinet Conof Education from the
certo, the creation of
University of North Carowhich, he claims to have
lina. He taught music in
been present for.
Greensboro, N.C. and in
George is survived by
the
Cranford
and
his beloved wife of 61
Piscataway school disyears, Mary Virginia
tricts in New Jersey.
Groomes Toenes; lovGeorge studied with
ing children, Craig
some of the most influAllen Toenes, Valerie
ential clarinetists of his
George Toenes
Ann (William Kevin
day, including Herb
McGreal) Toenes and
Blayman of New York’s
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, Richard William (Carey Ann
Bernard Portnoy of the Philadel- Strelecki) Toenes; devoted sister,
phia Orchestra and Daniel Bonade Sara Jane Toenes, and three grandchildren.
of the Paris Conservatory.
A memorial service was held on
George performed with the
Westfield Community Band for Saturday, December 13, 2014, at the
more than 50 years, was the first First United Methodist Church of
clarinetist with the Union Sym- Westfield. For more information, visit
phony and was substitute clari- DooleyColonialFuneralHome.com.
Memorial contributions may be
netist with the New Jersey Symphony. In addition, he played with made to the Scholarship Fund for
both the Lyric and Community the Musical Club of Westfield (http:/
Operas of New Jersey, perform- /westfieldnj.com/mcw/) or the First
ing in both the United States and United Methodist Church of
Westfield (www.fumcwestfield.org).
abroad.
December 18, 2014
“Old GT” was an animal lover,
vegetarian, Biblical history enthu-

Pierce John Joyce, 86, Local Realtor;
Was Active In St. Helen’s Church
Pierce John Joyce, a longtime ers feel like their presence had
resident of Westfield, N.J., passed brightened his day.
He enjoyed being near the waaway at 86 years of age on Thursday, December 11, 2014, at ter, whether it was to spend a Saturday morning fishing
Rahway Hospital.
with one of his chilHe and his brother,
dren at Sandy Hook, or
Jack, were born and
to dine in a restaurant
raised in Jamaica,
with a water view. His
Queens by their parhome was often filled
ents, John Joyce and
with classical music,
Adeline (Milk) Joyce.
and he was very proud
Pierce met his wife,
of his dancing, espeAnnette (Franc) Joyce
cially with his wife,
while they were both
and more recently
vacationing at Sugar
while
living
at
Maples Resort in the
Brighton Gardens in
Catskills. Their first
Mountainside, N.J.
date was a trip to Howe
He was predeceased
Caverns. They married
by his wife, Annette,
in 1952, and lived in
Pierce John Joyce
in 2001, and by his son,
Westfield with their
three children, Pat, Pierce and Michael, in 1983. He is survived
Michael, and for 16 years, his by his brother, Jack, of Floral Park,
N.Y.; his daughter, Pat, of Amherst,
mother-in-law, Antonie Franc.
Originally involved with petro- Mass.; his son, Pierce, and daughchemicals through his work at ter-in-law, Laurie, of Westfield;
AMSCO (American Mineral Spir- their three children, Victoria and
its Company) in Murray Hill, N.J., her husband, Adam Dunst, Jack,
he later enjoyed a transition to sell- and Madeline; his cousin, Larry
ing homes as a realtor in the O’Neill, and his wife, Sachiko
Westfield area. He was active at St. O’Neill, and several nieces and
Helen’s Parish, and for over 25 nephews.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
years he organized the schedule
for the lectors and was one him- celebrated on Tuesday, December
16, at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
self.
He had an eye for problem-solv- Church in Westfield, N.J. Arrangeing, and his children and grand- ments were by Dooley Colonial
children have been delighted to Funeral Home, 556 Westfield Avdiscover in his home many ex- enue, Westfield, N.J.
Donations in his memory may
amples of uniquely clever adaptations that served practical purpose be made to Helping Hands and
and made everyday tasks easier. Hearts at St. Helen’s Parish.
December 18, 2014
He was a master of witty one-liners, and had ways of making oth-

Gladys Sandak, 83, Enjoyed Travel;
Involved With Many Organizations
Gladys (Gee) Sandak passed
away on Saturday, December 13,
2014, at the Center for Hope Hospice in Scotch Plains. She was 83
years old and a 47-year resident of
Westfield, N.J.
Gladys was a vibrant and active
woman. Wife to Jerry Sandak, who
predeceased her in 2013, for over
61 years, she was active in many
cultural, social, political and religious organizations. She enjoyed
travel with her husband; they visited every continent and over 75
countries during their time together. She also was a well-re-

spected tennis and bridge player.
She is survived by her son,
Mitchell Sandak, and his wife,
Deborah (Westfield), and daughter, Barbara Ceccarelli, and her
husband, Tom Ceccarelli (Scotch
Plains); grandchildren, Sarah
Sandak, Joshua Ceccarelli, Ben
Ceccarelli and Matthew Ceccarelli,
and great-grandchildren, Andrew
Ceccarelli, Landon Ceccarelli and
Addison Ceccarelli.
Donations may be made to the
Center for Hope Hospice in Scotch
Plains.
December 18, 2014
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Carol M. Smith, 85, Devoted Mother;
Enjoyed Working at Westfield Library
Carol Marie (née: Wagner) Smith, her husband, James O’Connor; by a
formerly of Westfield, N.J., passed niece, Deborah Bennett, and her husaway peacefully at the Clark Nursing band, Robert; and two nephews,
and Rehabilitation Center on Friday, David O’Connor, his wife, Katie, and
November 21, 2014, at the age of 85, their daughters, Madeline and Muriel,
after a lengthy illness.
and Daniel O’Connor,
Carol was born on April
his wife, Kathleen, and
12, 1929 in Brooklyn,
their sons, John, James
N.Y. to Arthur and Muriel
and William.
Wagner, who preceded
Funeral arrangements
her in death; she has one
were handled by Higgins
surviving sister, Jane.
and Bonner Echo Lake
During her lifetime, she
Funeral Home in
worked for Condé Nast
Westfield. A private serPublications and for the
vice was held on MonTechnical Services Deday, December 15, 2014.
partment at the Westfield
In lieu of flowers, please
Memorial Library, as a
send donations to The
long-time employee. An
Friends of the Westfield
avid and voracious reader,
Memorial Library at 550
Carol M. Smith
she found her second
East Broad Street,
home at the library, and reluctantly Westfield, N.J. 07090.
retired on April 30, 2005.
The family offers their heartfelt
Married on September 1, 1956 to thanks to the Clark Nursing and ReEdmund D. Smith, Jr. at St. Thomas habilitation Center, and in particular
the Apostle Church in Woodhaven, to Mom’s nurses, who gave our
N.Y. (divorced in 1971), she found mother comfort in her last years, and
particular joy in being the mother of to the Center for Hope Hospice for
her three surviving children, daugh- their compassionate care.
ter Stephanie A. Smith of Gainesville,
Our mother’s favorite author was F.
Fla. and her companion, John Scott Fitzgerald, and she particularly
Murchek; son Anthony E. Smith and enjoyed “The Great Gatsby,” the last
his wife, Kirsten Morehouse, of New line of which, “so we beat on, boats
York City, and daughter Jennifer C. against the current, borne back cease(Smith) and her husband, Robert lessly into the past,” speaks volumes
Sidie. Carol also is survived by her about the memories we shall share.
grandchildren, Alex E. Smith, Julian
Condolences can be sent to the
A. Smith and Theodora “Teddy” family at higginsandbonner.com.
December 18, 2014
Smith; by her loving sister, Jane, and

Arleen D. Ziarnik, 84, Talented Artist;
Active In Calvary Lutheran Church
Arleen Doris Jenkins Ziarnik, 84, shape, especially in relation to rural
died peacefully on Thursday, No- Wisconsin.
In 1956, she married George
vember 27, 2014, in Tucson, Ariz.
Ziarnik. They raised their
She will be remembered
family in Westfield, N.J.,
for her intelligence,
but spent four adventurgentleness, integrity,
ous years living in Enfaith, political liberalism
gland and Belgium, where
and artistic talent.
George worked for Esso
Arleen was born to
as a chemist. Arleen was
William Robert and Ida
an active member of the
Martha (Meister) Jenkins
Calvary Lutheran Church
on July 15, 1930 in Madiin Cranford, N.J. and orson, Wis. She was preganized care for Vietnamceded in death by her parese refugees and the
ents, her brother, Wayne,
homeless. Arleen and
and her husband, George.
George settled in Tucson,
Survivors include her
Arleen D. Ziarnik
Ariz. in 1994 after
sons, Mark, William and
George’s retirement.
Andrew; their family
The memorial service will be in
members, Penny, Abram, Stuart,
Judy, Victoria, Olivia, Eleanor, Mia, Tucson at Tanque Verde Lutheran
Natalie and Zachary; her sister, Church on Tuesday, December 30, at
Mildred Osborn; and many nieces 10:30 a.m. In lieu of flowers, please
send checks to the George J. and
and nephews.
Arleen graduated from East High Arleen D. Ziarnik Scholarship Fund
School in Madison in 1948 and from at UW Foundation, US Bank
the University of Wisconsin-Madi- Lockbox, Box 78807, Milwaukee,
son with a Bachelor of Arts degree in WI 53278-0807.
December 18, 2014
Art in 1954, both times with honors.
Her art celebrates texture, line and

Patricia Ann Monninger, 69, Active In
Service League, Sports, United Fund
Patricia Ann (née Steed) powder, win local golf tournaments,
Monninger, 69, died peacefully in play softball for the Stingers, water
her home at High Star Ranch in ski at Lake Owassa and work in her
garden, and she was alKamas, Utah on
ways in charge of the
Thursday, December
fireworks on the Fourth
11, 2014.
of July. Simply put,
A longtime New JerPatty made things fun.
sey resident, Patty was
Above all else, Patty
born on April 17, 1945
was a loving wife, deand was the daughter
voted mother and a dotof Henry and Jennie
ing grandmother. She is
Steed. She grew up in
survived by her husband
Morristown, graduof 42 years, William C.
ated from Glassboro
State in 1967 and soon
Monninger; her sons,
became an elementary
James A. (Kathy) of
Oakley, Utah and
school teacher in
Parsippany
and Patricia Ann Monninger Stephen C. (Caroline) of
Franklin Lakes.
Norfolk, Va., and four
Patty settled in Westfield, where grandchildren, Bode, Zoe, Joseph
she focused on raising her family and Michael. She also is survived by
and serving the community. She her siblings, Thomas Steed (Anne)
was an active member and leader of Vernon, Conn. and Susan Steed of
for several organizations such as Stonington, Me.
the Westfield Service League, the
In memory of Patty, the
PTO, the Westfield Boys Football Monninger family asks that you
League, the United Fund and sev- take time to hug the people you
eral more.
love and live each day to its fullest,
Known for her positive attitude just as Patty did. Patty wished not
and zest for life, Patty was adored to have a funeral service, but her
and admired by those around her. family will host a celebration of
She was an extremely active person her life in the spring of 2015. The
who loved to ski the deep Utah Westfield Service League would
welcome any contributions on
Patty’s behalf.

Those we miss will always be in our memories
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Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
(908)-276-0092

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones
N.J. Lic. #4869
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com

MASTER
MEMORIALS
524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ (908) 233-2350
www.mastermemorials.com

Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or
cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
(908)-233-0143
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Designer • Builders of fine

Dooley Colonial Funeral Home

MONUMENTS
MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS
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Lettered • Cleaned
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Tim Doerr
Sally Bauer Doerr
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Helping families since 1913

(established 1939)

Also: 300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350
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NJWA Offers Gift
Certificates as Holiday Gift

VERONA COMES TO PINGRY...Pingry's Fall Play in November was an
adaptation of Shakespeare's “Two Gentlemen of Verona”. The cast and crew,
pictured from left to right are: (first row) Eleanor Harrison '17 (New Vernon),
Brian Grimaldi '16 (Scotch Plains), Sara Donovan '18 (Summit), Alison Verdesca
'18 (Mendham), Megan Pan '18 (Short Hills), EmmaClaire Marvin '17 (Summit),
Jackson Artis '16 (Plainfield), Bridget Harrison '15 (New Vernon), Jessica
McLaughlin '17 (Maplewood), Justin Wang '16 (Warren), and Paul Cooper '16
(Morristown). Second row: Madeleine Shilts '17 (Flemington), Lauryn Rodney
'17 (Somerset), Kayla Thau '17 (Bound Brook), Hannah Curtis '16 (Califon), Erin
Dugan '16 (Westfield), and Dillon Noone '16 (Scotch Plains). Third row: Victoria
Castillo '15 (Summit), Emily Yan '15 (Martinsville), Fred Chang '15 (Warren),
Danielle LeGrand '16 (High Bridge), Connor Beard '17 (Warren), Richard
Morash '15 (Bernardsville), Assistant Director Meaghan Singer (Fanwood),
Emily Nilsen '15 (Bridgewater), David Rockoff '15 (Far Hills), Jazmin Palmer '16
(Lebanon), Sean Fischer '15 (Warren), Drama Department Chair and Director Al
Romano (Doylestown, PA), Coby Harris '15 (Plainfield), Aidan Zola '16 (Washington), Franziska Sauer (AFS student from Vienna, living in Chester), and
Katharine Matthias '17 (Basking Ridge).

WESTFIELD – As the holiday
season approaches, many people
take great care to select appropriate
gifts for the special people in their
lives. Sometimes, trying to choose
the correct size, color or style can
be overwhelming. Fortunately, one
local organization can take away
the guesswork in selecting that perfect present.
An ideal gift that will be appreciated by the recipient, and can foster
a lifetime of enjoyment, is a gift
certificate from the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA). For
the recipient, it can be an opportunity to initiate a new interest or
increase a talent that already exists.
The NJWA will issue a gift certificate in any financial amount. It
may be used for instrumental or
vocal music lessons, for both children and adults, at The Music Studio, or for membership in other

NJWA programs and ensembles,
such as the Wednesday Morning
Strings, the Flute Ensemble, the
Summer Symphony, the Rock Performance Workshop or a variety of
other opportunities.
Another way this unique gift can
be used is towards a purchase at the
Music Store if the recipient desires
an instrument or other musical items.
Perhaps the gift certificate can be
used for lessons, for those ages 10
to adult, in the Westfield Fencing
Club, or to give children the opportunity to attend the NJWA Summer
Workshop, where they can participate in a variety of artistic endeavors during the month of July.
Gift certificates are available
year-round at the NJWA studios at
150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Please phone (908) 7899696 for more information or visit
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Kean Presents International
Ukulele Orchestra
UNION – New Zealand’s
Wellington International Ukulele
Orchestra will perform at Kean
University’s Wilkins Theatre on Friday, January 9 at 7:30 p.m. The Orchestra is an infectious group of talented performers rocking the fourstring with a charming swagger and
delicious style. They delight crowds
of all ages with their live shows
featuring blazing solos, stunning
dress sense, sparkling harmonies and

spontaneous comic banter as they
lovingly reinterpret hit songs from
across the musical generations.
Wilkins Theatre is located on Kean
University’s main campus at 1000
Morris Avenue in Union, N.J. Tickets are $35 Standard; $20 Senior,
Student, Child and are available at
the Wilkins Theatre Box Office on
campus, by calling (908) 737-SHOW
(7469),
and
online
at
www.keanstage.com.

Westfield Robotics Teams
Win First Home Meet
CADET OF THE MONTH...Senior Maxwell Pascal of Westfield accepts the
November 2014 Cadet of the Month award from Superintendent Col. R. Glenn
Hill at the Marine Military Academy in Harligen, TX.

Westfield Native Named
MMA Cadet of the Month
HARLINGEN, TX — Marine Military Academy (MMA) named senior
Maxwell Pascal of Westfield the Cadet of the Month for the Leatherneck
Band for November 2014. This is the
third time for Maxwell to receive this
esteemed award.
Maxwell was nominated by his
band instructor for his exemplary attitude, conduct and leadership in the
Leatherneck Band. In addition to the
recognition he received December 5

in front of the MMA Corps of Cadets,
17-year-old Maxwell was treated to a
special dinner hosted by the MMA
superintendent and his wife.
After graduating from MMA, Maxwell plans to attend Virginia Military
Institute and earn a bachelor’s degree
in military history. He plans to become an artillery officer in the Marine Corps. This fourth-year cadet is
the son of Sherryl Pascal-Schmidt
and David Schmidt, and Roy Pascal.

LANGUAGE VIDEO...Voice of America (VOA), the non-partisan broadcasting
arm of the United States, has released a video created as a result of a visit to the
Westfield Public Schools this fall. The video, which can be viewed at http://
www.voanews.com/media/video/new-jersey-school-immigrant-children/
2521048.html was made for worldwide broadcast to demonstrate how Westfield
effectively educates American born students as well as those immigrating from
other countries. New York City based VOA editor, Bernard Shusman whose
children attended Westfield schools several years ago, interviewed teachers and
students in an English Language Learners (ELL) class at Edison Intermediate
School and a Humanities and an Environmental Science class at Westfield High
School (WHS). He is pictured here interviewing Maggie Gonzalez, ELL teacher
at Edison.

BUILDING A BIKE... Luke Romeo of Plainfield, Julia Linger of Cranford and
Roshun Menon of South Plainfield, students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison, work together in the Engineering Bicycles class, where students are
exploring using a variety of woodworking tools on scrap bamboo in preparation
for constructing bamboo bicycle frames. Bamboo is found worldwide, is very
strong, and grows easily and quickly. Students are learning that building a frame
is a complex task that requires careful preparation, measurement, and alignment
of the components if the frame is to be sturdy.

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, November 29, Westfield Robotics
Teams 5968 and 7102 competed at
Westfield High School (WHS) in
the Westfield Wrangle, a FIRST
Tech Challenge (FTC) Robotics
Competition, where a total of 12
teams battled for several awards
and high rankings.
Based at WHS and coached by
Westfield High School teachers,
Valentino Scipioni and Susan Marie
Terra, both Westfield Robotics
Teams won awards while Team 5968
also took first place in the robot
competition portion of the meet.
Each of the 12 teams participated
in several matches throughout the
entire competition. After these
qualification matches, which require
vigorous changes and fixes during
short time gaps, Team 5968 emerged
in second place. They selected team
Hive Voltage from Bayonne, NJ to
be their alliance partner for the playoff rounds where they competed
against another alliance to be the
ultimate champion of the meet. It
was a “best of 3” match. After two
matches, it was a tie; the score was
1-1 between each alliance. Westfield
Robotics and Hive Voltage were
strong teams. Each team counteracted the other’s weaknesses, but
their opponents, Team Overdrive
from Bridgewater and the Ice
Wolves from New Brunswick were
resilient too. Five minutes, the clock
read, just five minutes to bring home
a victory. In that time, Westfield
Robotics made an emergency
change to their robot, wildly changing a wire and perfecting their masterpiece scissor lift. They scrambled
their robot on the field just as judges
made one last call. With tension
looming above the field, 5968 was
able to place balls in the tall scoring
tubes and park their robot up the
ramp just as the buzzer screamed.
After edgy, heart-pounding seconds,

the judges were done calculating
scores and the winner was announced. The winning alliance was
Westfield Robotics and Hive Voltage, their scores prevailing by about
a 50-point gap.
Team 5968 also won the Rockwell
Collins Innovate Award for their
superb robot design. This award is
given to the team with the greatest
functioning robot utilizing the most
aesthetic design. Team 5968
achieved this award by constructing their brilliant scissor lift mechanism that picks up balls and drops
them into long tubes, generating
maximum points, resulting in the
team sweeping the field in the final
match and winning first place as
well as the award.
Along with Team 5968’s glorious
wins, Team 7102 racked up their
own victory by bringing home the
Connect Award. The Connect Award
recognizes a team’s efforts in contacting specialists, and professionals involved in the fields of science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics as well as conducting outreach to the community on robotics.
Members of 7102 reached out to
several companies, both local establishments and chains, and received
sponsorships and guidance from professionals. They have also offered
workshops on robotics and computer
programming to younger students.
Though both teams achieved
much and pulled through in the final moments, both teams now know
what to expect at competitions and
are enthusiastic to learn more about
their craft in the coming months.
Both teams are excited to compete in the qualifying competition
on Saturday, December 6 in Ambler,
PA where they plan on dominating
that field as well.
Learn more about the Westfield
Teams and contact them at
www.westfieldrobotics.com.

ROBOTS AWARDED...Team 7102 brought home the Connect Award on November 29 in the Westfield Wrangle, a FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) Robotics
Competition, where a total of 12 teams battled for several awards and high
rankings. The Connect Award recognizes a team’s efforts in contacting specialists, and professionals involved in the fields of science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics as well as conducting outreach to the community on robotics.
Members of 7102 reached out to several companies, both local establishments and
chains, and received sponsorships and guidance from professionals. They have
also offered workshops on robotics and computer programming to younger
students.

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook
www.twitter.com/leadertimes
www.facebook.com/leadertimes

Westfield
Tuesday, December 9, a resident of
the 400 block of Edgar Road reported
being the victim of identity theft. An
unknown suspect opened several credit
and/or bank accounts in the victim’s
name, damaging her credit rating. According to police, the suspect charged
more than $24,000 in the victim’s name.
Tuesday, December 9, a victim reported that on the 900 block of Cranford
Avenue he had approximately $85,000
in forged checks issued and later cashed
from his bank account. The suspect is
known to the victim, according to police.
Wednesday, December 10, Ebony
Howard, 23, of Orange was arrested on
an active traffic warrant from East Orange following a motor vehicle stop at
North Avenue and Clark Street. Howard
posted $500 bail and was released.
Wednesday, December 10, Jessica
Matteo, 33, of Summit posted $500 bail
on an active Westfield traffic warrant after
turning herself in at police headquarters.
Wednesday, December 10, Marco
Giasullo, 27, of Fanwood was arrested
on an outstanding Fanwood traffic warrant for $89 pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at West South Avenue and Downer
Street. He was transported to police headquarters, processed and released on bail.
Thursday, December 11, Joan PortaroChristopher, 48, of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding Union Township warrant for $500 following a motor
vehicle stop at North Avenue and East
Broad Street. She was processed and
released on her own recognizance.
Friday, December 12, police received
a report of forgery and theft on the 900
block of Cranford Avenue. According to
the victim, the theft amounted to $1,165.
The incident involved check fraud, authorities said.
Saturday, December 13, an incident of
identity theft was reported on the 1000
block of Seward Avenue. The victim
stated that the suspect attempted to transfer debt to her name.
Saturday, December 13, an incident of
identity theft was reported on the 700
block of Stevens Avenue. According to
the victim, someone unknown opened
several accounts in his name in order to

defraud him and steal his identity.
Saturday, December 13, Melanie
Ciullo, 33, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on an outstanding Cranford warrant for
$100 following an investigation on Sandra
Circle. She posted bail and was released.
Saturday, December 13, Naimah
Muhammad, 21, of Newark was arrested
on charges of possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS)/crack cocaine;
possession of a prescription legend drug
(Xanax); possession of CDS/less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and hindering apprehension, following a fraud/stolen
credit card investigation on the 200 block
of East Broad Street. The hindering apprehension charge involved providing false
information to police. Muhammad also had
four outstanding warrants, from Clark, for
$800; Clifton, $750; Fort Lee, $500, and
Newark, $350. In addition to the bail on the
outstanding warrants, bail was set at $5,000
(no 10 percent) on the Westfield charges.
Muhammad was unable to post bail and
was transported to the Union County jail.
Sunday, December 14, a Roselle Park
resident reported an act of desecration to
venerated objects within the 1100 block of
East Broad Street. One or more individuals toppled over several granite benches
and grave markers, causing damage. There
were no suspects at the time of the report.
Sunday, December 14, Chakera Warren, 41, of Rahway was arrested on a
Westfield traffic warrant for $114 after
turning herself in at police headquarters.
Bail was posted with a court date to be
announced.
Sunday, December 14, Nicholas Sanders, 18, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia following
a motor vehicle stop at Tamaques Park.
He was released on his own recognizance
with a summons pending a December 23
court date.
Monday, December 15, Mice Lawson,
26, of Linden was arrested on an outstanding Westfield warrant for $202.75
after being picked up at Roselle Park
police headquarters. A South Plainfield
warrant also had been issued for him in
the amount of $168. Lawson was processed and held pending bail.

POPCORN
“The Pyramid”
Pointless Horror
½ of a popcorn
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

I have seen my share of horror movies, some gruesome, some absolutely
terrifying, others jump- out-of-your-seat
shocking and many just plain dumb. But
when it comes to simply making its
principal characters torturously and unceasingly miserable, director Grégory
Levasseur’s “The Pyramid” takes Miss
Havisham’s cake. This is typical Bmovie horror, structurally unchanged
since the sub-genre took form in the
1950s. All that’s missing is the forgivable innocence of nascency and the
hokey effects that, in retrospect, made
such films laughably campy.
There is a serious, unflinching and
resultantly untoward determination in
this clichéd saga about a group of archaeologists investigating a mysteriously odd, three-sided pyramid buried
deep in the Egyptian sands. There is no
humor interspersed throughout the cumulatively inundating doom and gloom
to put us off guard. It’s just agonizing.
We have a good idea where it’s going,
and wonder if it isn’t our duty as viewers
to invoke the spirit of Dr. Kevorkian so
that the movie’s pathetic personae may
be put out of their misery.
Adding insult to injury, Mr. Levasseur,
working from a script by Daniel Meersand
and Nick Simon, plays dirty pool. You
know how at the outset of such fare you
predict how many and which of the
revulsion’s victims will survive? Well,
here the director alters the climax in such
a manner so as to render moot said timehonored tradition. I won’t give it away,
just in case you have a compulsion to
look under this rock for yourself. But
suffice it to note, it’s part and parcel of the
movie’s mean-spiritedness.
Oddly though, what upsets our sense
of order if we happen to unexplainably
find ourselves in a theater showing “The
Pyramid,” is the rather decent acting. The
cast, most of whom have primarily plied
their craft in television, are able to ever so
slightly rise above the unimaginative
screenplay and direction, causing us to
feel a bit sad for them, and not just for their
characters. For example, Ashley Hinshaw
as Nora, the offspring part of the illustrious father-daughter archeological team,
screams almost throughout the film without it ever seeming fake, poor thing.
Specializing in outbursts about getting the heck out of here, James Buckley
is Fitzie, the cameraman accompanying
pretty documentarian Sunni, portrayed
by Christa Nicola. She evidently finds
that wearing rather low cut blouses improves her credibility. Playing the resident oldster, Denis O’Hare is Nora’s
dad, Holden. He’s worried about his
legacy, also poor thing.
It’s no sense telling you about the
other characters if you follow my drift. I
couldn’t help but often lapse elsewhere
while the gang struggled to find an exit
from the labyrinthine chambers, ante-

rooms and passageways in this Egyptian
hardly funhouse. Of course its walls are
inscribed with ominous hieroglyphics
Holden and daughter stop to decipher inbetween harrowing escapes from indigenous, cat-gargoyle things. To facilitate
my own survival, I provided comedy
relief by channeling films like “Abbott
and Costello Meet the Mummy” (1955).
Things only get unremittingly dreadful, and then they turn really bad. But get
this bit of disgustingness…perhaps the
film’s only inventive abhorrence. Guess
how these half lizard/half felines have
survived all these millennia down deep in
the pyramid’s catacombs. Yep, each new
generation eats the bunch that spawned
them. Frightening? Yes, but not as much
as the thought that somewhere in this
world there is someone who will decide
this is their favorite film…of all time.
Worth noting, however, is the unholy
cross pollination of horror genres represented in this abysmal mess. Once again,
much of the infernal doings are brought
to us courtesy of “found footage,” the
gimmick controversially popularized by
“The Blair Witch Project” (1999). Why
the inherent implication of this scare tactic is pessimistic might be apt subject for
your doctoral thesis in film at Berkeley,
just in case you still haven’t picked a
topic. Otherwise, one might be embarrassingly hard put to explain any kind of
relationship with “The Pyramid.”
Point of disclosure: Horror is far from
my preferred genre. Still, I surmise that
even folks who salivate in anticipation
of each new burnt offering will be reticent to defend this film, a shameless
money grab that adds a whole new
wrinkle to the term pyramid scheme.
***
“The Pyramid,” rated R, is a Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation release directed by Grégory Levasseur and
stars Ashley Hinshaw, Denis O’Hare
and Christa Nicola. Running time: 89
minutes

Florian Jazz Combo to
Play Benefit Concert
WESTFIELD – The Florian Schantz
Jazz Combo will be performing a series of
concerts to raise money for The Music
Connection, a program of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) which
offers tuition free music lessons to children
with special needs. The first concert will be
held at the Crossroads in Garwood on
Sunday, December 21 at 4:30 p.m. Admission, including dinner, is $65. Tickets are
available by calling NJWA at (908) 7899696. Tax-deductible donations are also
being accepted to assist Florian in reviving the Music Connection Fund.
The NJWA Music Studio is located at
150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield. For
information on any of its programs visit the
studios, call (908) 789-9696 or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

          

   

      
     
   
      

  
  *

)
&    )
 !%  )  +"&#
"& '++

   

'#  ! )(
   +"+
"& #"#

Page 20

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, December 18, 2014

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

WHS’ Alex Jackman’s Autism Advocacy
Culminates in Award-Winning Film
By CHRISTIE STORMS

outside, and take the opportunity to
get to know who they are on the
WESTFIELD — For Westfield inside.”
Alex believes this can be chalHigh School sophomore, Alexandra
Jackman, it all started with a ran- lenging for teens in particular due to
dom act of kindness. When she was lack of awareness and understandeight years old, she noticed Jamie ing. In her film, she speaks frankly
Davidge a wheelchair-bound child and directly to viewers in a warm,
isolated and alone at lunchtime each conversational tone interspersed with
day at camp. One afternoon, Alex graphic aids. There are clips revealdecided to sit with her, which re- ing students’ perceptions and missulted not only in the two becoming conceptions about autism, slices of
great friends, but ignited Alex’s pas- student life footage, and brief intersion to befriend and assist others views with experts.
Alex also discusses how some of
with special needs.
After many years volunteering the characteristic behaviors on the
and peer-mentoring with groups autistic spectrum, like arm-flapping
such as Autism Family Times and or repetitive tapping, are merely
different versions of
common behaviors we
all have, such as twirling hair or biting nails
when nervous.
A highlight is a powerful supermarket scene
that gives a glimpse into
the sensory overload
those with autism might
experience. Special effects heighten the sights
and sounds along with
a voiceover narration of
simultaneous thoughts
that might occur.
Alex encourages paAlex Jackman at the All American High
tience and compassion,
School Film Festival at the AMC Theater in
offering practical, real
Times Square.
world advice on befriending those with
Intensive Therapeutic in Fanwood, special needs. For example, because
Alex’s passion ultimately inspired these students can be overwhelmed
her to write and direct a 14-minute by too many options and/or lack of
documentary, “A Teen’s Guide to structure, when inviting such a
Understanding and Communicating friend to “hangout” downtown, Alex
with People with Autism” while an recommends simply specifying a
eighth grade student. What began few of the places you may visit as
as an independent project for the opposed to leaving it open-ended
Teddy Roosevelt Scholars Program or vague.
While Alex’s father, Michael,
in 2012 has become an award-winning film implemented locally in works in the film industry and asWestfield classrooms and shown as sisted with some shot composition,
Alex was adamant about keeping
far across the globe as Guam.
“I want to get the message across the project her own. She personally
to everybody that autism and spe- oversaw the details from storyboard
cial needs aren’t who a person is — conception to the editing process.
She found researching and editit’s just something that they have,”
Alex said. “You have to look past ing the most challenging. Because
the things that seem different on the there was a lot of footage, she asked
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

family and friends for their honesty
about what worked and what didn’t.
“I realized not all of it made sense
to other people, even if it made
sense to me,” Alex said. “I had to
cut a lot out.”
The film has been extremely well
received. It garnered numerous honors and awards at film festivals
around the world including Best
Youth Short Documentary at the
Harlem International Film Festival;
Best Student Film, Audience Choice
at the First Glance International Film
Festival in Los Angeles; and most
recently, The Peggy Charren Award
for Excellence at the Boston International Kids Film Festival. The
Arc of New Jersey, an organization
for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, even created a Youth in Action Award for
her film.
While Alex is appreciative and
grateful for the recognition of her
work, she finds the greatest reward
in the way the way educators, families, and those with special needs
have reacted.
She spoke about a mother of a
boy with autism who said the video
helped him understand himself.
“Things like that show me that
it’s really helping people…It’s doing exactly what I wanted it to do,”
Alex said.
Her advice to other students who
may be inspired to create a similar
film or help others with their own
creative project is to be passionate
and persistent.
“I didn’t know if professionals
would want to be involved with my
project, but they were happy to do
it,” she said. “If you’re passionate,
you’ll find people who want to help
you…You’re never too young to
make a difference.”
Alex’s film can currently be
viewed online via YouTube (with
more than 32,000 views at press
time).
She continues to pursue ways to
get the film into additional schools
for Autism Awareness Month in
April and raise funds to translate
the film into Spanish for Latino and
Spanish-speaking communities.

HELPING OTHERS...WHS sophomore, Alex Jackman, who recently won awards for her short film documentary, "A
Teen's Guide to Autism," is pictured here at age 8 with her friend Jamie Davidge who she credits as her inspiration for helping
those with special needs.

Ring in the New Year with NJFO
And The Guys and Dolls of Broadway
WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,
December 31, at 7 p.m., under the
baton of Maestro David Wroe, the
fully professional New Jersey Festival Orchestra, in partnership with
PSE&G, presents one of New
Jersey’s most popular New Year’s
Eve musical celebrations. This
year’s performance, The Guys and
Dolls of Broadway, promises a superb revue of American musical theater classics presented in glorious
symphonic splendor.
The concert has become a music
event eagerly anticipated by much
of central New Jersey. This year’s
program reads like a Who's Who of
the best of American musical theater - Irving Berlin, Marvin
Hamlisch,
Rodgers
and
Hammerstein, Lerner and Loewe,
Boubil and Schonberg and Leonard
Bernstein are just some of the su-

perb composers celebrated in the
show which also features international guest vocalists direct from
the Broadway stage.
The Guys and Dolls of Broadway
gives insight into the wacky, the
tender, the comic, and the tragic
elements of musical theater. An
event for the whole family, this is a
friendly cabaret–style concert for
adults to reminisce to songs they all
know, for kids to enjoy some of the
more peculiar characters to grace
Broadway’s stage, and for us all to
revel in the musical genius of some
of the world’s finest musical theater
composers and professional performers.
This not-to-be-missed celebration
from has been made possible
through the generous support of
PSE&G. Additional funding has
been received the NJ State Council

on the Arts and The Westfield Foundation.
The performance takes place on
New Year’s Eve, Wednesday, December 31 at 7 p.m. at Westfield
High School Auditorium, 550
Dorian Road Westfield. Tickets are
$40 for general admission and $70
for preferred seating. The festivities will conclude by 9 p.m.
The NJFO recommends that audience members make reservations
as soon as possible as tickets are
selling fast and last year’s concert
was a sell-out. Tickets are available
for purchase on line at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org, by
phone at (908) 232-9400.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
from the

Shovlin Family

and

present
p

THE GUYS AND DOLLS OF BROADWAY
New Jersey’s favorite New Year’s Eve Celebration

GREGGORY BRANDT
baritone

Your Local Mattress Maker Since 1972

JASON FORBACH
tenor

WEDNESDAY December 31 at 7pm
Westfield High School
550 Dorian Road, Westfield, NJ

ANALISA LEAMING
soprano

BETH KIRKPATRICK
mezzo-soprano

Tickets $40 and $70
www.njfestivalorchestra.org
908 232 9400
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SENIOR MURRAY, JUNIOR CAPPELLO, SOPHOMORE DiGIOVANNI NJSIAA STATE RETURNEES

Cougar Wrestlers Envision UCT Crown, Section Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another step up the rung for
success is definitely within reason for this year’s Cranford High
School wrestling team that returns a very well-schooled squad,
including all six of its district
finalists.
“We are filling all the spots.
This is the first time in four years.
This is my fourth year as a head
coach and I never had a full
lineup. I am hoping with that and
with the talent that we have we
can finally make that little extra
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push and get us to the next
level,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.
Since the Cougars won the District 11 title, placed second in the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
and advanced to the semifinal
round of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tournament last
year, that step is not far away.
“Last year, we were in the running for a county championship.
We haven’t had one of those for
many years, so I would like get
that. I think that is an attainable
goal. I want to repeat as district
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

champs. As a team, do the best
we can against teams like Bound
Brook, Brick Memorial to see what
we are made of. When we get to
tournaments, second and third
place is a stepping stone. I want
to start getting the championships for the program,” Coach
Gorman said.
Another person, who wants to
add some more championships,
is senior Gavin Murray, who won
the UCT, District 11 and Region 3
titles and finished second in the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic
City at 138-lbs last year. Murray,
who enters the season with a
105-14 career record, is expected
to open the season at 152-lbs.
“In the off-season, he’s committed to Perdue. He’s a man on

l'ennemi du journaliste

a mission. He wants that title.
He’s not thinking about anything
else. Everyday he puts hard work
in there. He’s a leader in the
room,” Coach Gorman said. “I
think him getting to the state
finals last year opened up a lot of
the
freshmen’s
and
underclassmen’s eyes that, ‘I can
get there too. He went through
the same practices that I went
through.’ It’s a big boost for the
entire program, even the PAL
went down to Atlantic City to see
him. It kind of makes everybody
a little more hungry.”
Junior Niko Cappello knows
what winning is like, also as a
linebacker on the football team
that recorded the most wins and
most points scored in the history
of the school, as well as winning
the district title at 160-lbs last
year, placing second in the UCT

and placing third in the region to
qualify for Atlantic City and finish
31-9. Cappello is expected to
step on the mat at 170-lbs.
“We just got him off the football
field. They went for the state
championship, so it’s only the
second day where we have all of
our team in the room. He is a
tremendous force in the room.
Last year, he got down to Atlantic City. This year, he is going to
be on the podium,” Coach
Gorman predicted.
As a member of last year’s
“Fabulous Freshmen”, Tom
DiGiovanni claimed a UCT title
and a district title at 113-lbs and
placed third in the region to compete at Atlantic City, finishing with
a 34-7 record. He is expected to
step on the mats at 120-lbs.
“He was down at Atlantic City
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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as a freshman. I think out of that
group of freshmen we had last
year, I think more of them are
going to be down there as sophomores. They are all hungry. They
all have been putting in the work
in the off-season,” Coach Gorman
said.
Of that freshman group, sopho-

more Anthony Capece, who
placed second in the UCT and
second in the district at 106-lbs
to finish 28-13, will compete at
113-lbs. Chris Scorese, district
champ at 120-lbs and finishing
28-8, will compete at 126-lbs.
Brian McGovern, third in the UCT,
second in the district and finish-

Ballyhoo

ing 23-15 at 132-lbs, will step on
the mat at 145-lbs.
Junior Dave Busch, second in
the UCT at 126-lbs, will compete
at 138 or 145. A few more football players, senior Nick Ballas,
who placed third in the district at
182-lbs, will remain there, and
junior Kevin Doran will wrestle at
285-lbs. Junior Andrew Tompkins
will compete at 160-lbs and
sophomore Vince Concina will
compete at 132-lbs. Freshman
Jacob Snover and junior Jake
Quinn will be at 106-lbs and freshman Dylan Budnik will compete

Reading is Good For You
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at 195-lbs.
After their opening match, the
Cougars will get right into the
thick of things with some very
competitive tournaments.
“We are kicking off with
Plainfield then we go to TCNJ,
which is a 16-team tournament.
There’s a lot of tough shore teams

there. All the teams have coaches
on the staff that wrestled for
TCNJ. Over Christmas break, we
are going out past Scranton to a
large scale two-day tournament.
There’s some pretty touch Pennsylvania teams there. I think
there is about 22 teams,” Coach
Gorman said.
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*** Westfield Blue Devil Wrestlers Expect Season of Much Improvement ***
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*** Westfield Blue Devils’ Football Season Was One of Wild Finishes ***
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*** SPF Raider Gridders Stepped Up, Made Playoffs, Finished 3-7 ***
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By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi officially opened the
much-debated $3.2-million athletic field complex on Sunday,
using an oversized pair of gold
scissors to cut a red ribbon in
front of the site’s 1,500-squarefoot field house.
With a crowd of about 100 in
attendance, including three Union
County freeholders and all but
one of the borough’s six-member council, Mrs. Quattrocchi
noted the complex’s long-ago
origins, citing the efforts of former
council members Kathleen
Villaggio and Charles Lombardo,
who will become mayor in January.
“They all know how long this
has actually been going on,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said, noting her own
involvement since 1997, “and
the many phases this facility went
through to what it finally became.”
The facility will officially be
known as the Garwood Sports
and Recreation Complex. The ribbon-cutting came after a more
than 18-month delay, and with
members of the Department of
Public Works scurrying the day
before to complete last-minute

touches and final cleanup.
Initially delayed by Superstorm
Sandy and then further slowed
by soil contamination issues, the
project was the source of heated
discussion on council between
several of the Democratic members and Republican Jim Mathieu.
It also was mentioned often in
the recent campaigns for council
and mayor. Mr. Mathieu was absent from Sunday’s ceremony.
All were smiles under partly
sunny skies and 50-degree temperatures during the festivities.
Within minutes of Mrs.
Quattrocchi’s remarks, about 40
children took to the synthetic
soccer/field hockey field, playing
soccer, field hockey and touch
football.
“It did take a long time, but it’s

been in the plans for well over 10
years,” said Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli, who was the project’s
liaison to council and the most
closely involved council member
with it. “I’m just glad it’s here...
No more monthly meetings. No
more reports to get questioned
on.”
Besides the synthetic field – an
under-14, 88-by-60-yard-wide
layout — the 4.85-acre complex
is surrounded by a gravel walking path and includes a youth
baseball field, basketball court,
bocce court and playground area.
It is located in the southeast
corner of the borough bordered
by Rankin Avenue and New Street
and at the end of Spruce Street.
Both the soccer and baseball
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CF Council Hears Residents’
Concerns on Pipeline
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee heard a report Monday at its workshop meeting, as
well as resident concerns, on the
Pilgrim Pipeline, a possible oil
pipeline route that would transport crude oil from Albany, N.Y.
to Linden, N.J. and return to
Albany the refined products.
David Pringle, a lobbyist who
works for Clean Water Action,
and a Cranford resident, met with
the committee along with Nelson
Ditmar of the township’s environmental commission to provide information to the committee on the pipeline that is being
pursued by Pilgrim Pipeline Holdings LLC.
Thus far, the township has not
passed a resolution opposing the
Pilgrim Pipeline. More than half
of the New Jersey municipalities
that would be affected have
passed resolutions opposing the
pipeline, Mr. Pringle said. A leak
or explosion are some of the
concerns of having the pipeline.
Lisa O’Leary of Elmora Avenue
said she was concerned of the
volatility of the oil.
“We have much more toxic
stuff,” Mayor Andis Kalnins said.
He further responded that crude
oil cannot be lit with a match. But
during Mr. Pringle’s report, the
lobbyist clarified that the type of
crude oil Pilgrim would transport
is more volatile than traditional
crude oil. “This one does carry
more risk than a typical oil pipeline,” Mr. Pringle added.
“Having these products buried
underground is a safer means to
transport these types of products,” Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. said.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
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PROUD MOMENT… Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi (second from right)
cuts the ribbon to officially open the Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex
on Sunday.
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Mayor Kalnins said to Ms.
O’Leary that he needed more
information on the pipeline before he could make a determination on passing a resolution to
oppose the Pilgrim Pipeline. He
said the pros are taking away
traffic of vehicles transporting
the oil through other methods,
such as barges and trains.
However, Mr. Pringle said later
in his report it is the contrary.
“This is increasing capacity,” he
said, noting the trains and barges
will continue to transport as well.
Cranford’s drinking water is obtained from the Highlands, where
the pipeline also would go
through. “So, it is a significant
drinking water concern for us,”
Mr. Pringle said.
Also, Pilgrim has been “bullying”
residents, Mr. Pringle said, to gain
access to their property to survey
the land. “They don’t have right to
eminent domain,” said Mr. Pringle,
who advised homeowners to not
allow Pilgrim on their property.
Georgia Avenue, the area by Hillside Avenue School, and Myrtle
Avenue are some of the residential areas where the pipeline would
be installed.
PSE&G recently opposed the
Pilgrim Pipeline by denying access to its right-of-way. Pilgrim
wants to run its pipe parallel to
the PSE&G line.
Currently, Cranford has existing pipelines in the township by
the Conrail line, the committee
said.
Michelle Shibbitz, a resident of
Hillside Place said, “The scariest
part for me is, yes, we have old
lines that go through Cranford,
but only one-fifth of those lines
get inspected on a regular basis.” Michael Miller of Westfield
echoed her comments and added
that budget cuts to state departments have resulted in a lack of
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

HOLY NIGHT... Angels are aglow around the Rockefeller Center Christmas
tree in New York City.

Council Passes Land Use,
Property Main. Ordinances
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee passed the final reading of four ordinances Tuesday
night — the land development
ordinance, an ordinance to
amend the expiration date of
certain licenses and permits, the
property maintenance code, and
an amended ordinance that includes the powers and duties of
the township administrator.
The land development ordinance supplements Chapter 136
of the general code, and has
been in the revision stages for 10
years, Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola said. It supports the
new master plan that was
adopted by the township committee in 2009.
The planning board said in a
letter and at a recent meeting
that the ordinance is substantially consistent with the master
plan. The board made 10 recom-

mendations for items for the committee to clarify by way of the
zoning ordinance. Some of the
items included stricter foot candle
requirements in commercial
zones that are adjacent to residential zones; consideration of
striking industrial and manufacturing uses as a principal permitted uses in the C-2 zone, as well
as consideration to deleting car
dealerships, hotels and motels
as a conditional use in the C-2
zone, and consideration to allowing grocery stores and restaurants as a principal permitted
use in the C-2 zone.
Resident and Cranford Downtown Management Corporation
member Gary Goodman asked
questions of the township Planner Paul Ricci regarding the laws
pertaining to properties in the
downtown core and if changes to
the land development ordinance
affect businesses that change
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

inspections.
A resident of Madison Avenue,
Annette Johnson, said she was
concerned with how the township was developing, and how
those changes are “not fitting in
with the town I moved into 13
years ago.” She noted the new
large apartment buildings being
built and the loss of trees during
storms and not seeing them replanted, and she said the Pilgrim
Pipeline was the “cherry on top.”
The township passed a resolution in September to obtain services from Bohler Engineering to
provide services in connection
with the township’s participation
with the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Community Rating System (CRS), which
is an incentive program to provide floodplain management activities that exceed the minimum
NFIP requirements. As a result,
flood insurance premium rates
are discounted. Township Engineer Carl O’Brien said in his report that for the township to be
admitted to the CRS, Cranford
would have to enforce the ordinance and then get approvals
from state agencies. Residents
could see a 5-percent savings in
the beginning, and savings could
go as high as 45 percent, should
the township earn the credits as
stipulated by the CRS program.
A floodplain manager designated by the township is necessary to oversee the process, Mr.
O’Brien said. Township Administrator Terence Wall said a designee needs to be clarified. The
position has been appointed to
the construction code official, but
in the past the township engineer did the actual work. There
was no stipend paid for this post
in the past, Mr. Hannen told The
Westfield Leader.
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Marano & Sons OK’d For
Variance for Antique Cars
By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Marano & Sons’
auto dealership has been granted
a variance permitting use of its
property at 201 South Avenue to
store car inventory and sell – by
appointment only – antique and
specialty vehicles.
By a unanimous vote, the planning board at its December 10
meeting approved the application by Ralph Marano for his property at the corner of South Avenue and Oak Street. While preliminary and final site-plan approvals were formally granted,
they were unneeded since Mr.
Marano will not be changing the
property.
Mr. Marano has already been
using the property to store his
higher-end and antique vehicles

inside the building on site. The
property is zoned for commercial
use, but not for automobile sales,
prompting his request.
“I’ve been doing this for 40
years,” Mr. Marano told the board.
“I just want to do it the right
way.”
Mr. Marano said he envisions
one day turning the property into
a lot that would just sell antique
cars.
Besides the empty lot and building at 201 South Avenue, Marano
& Sons has three other properties in Garwood: car lots at 507
South Avenue and 150 South
Avenue and an antique car museum at 49 South Avenue.
“As I’m getting older, I have to
get out of this rat race,” he said.
“Find something slower.”
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood Opens Sports Complex
fields
have
electronic
scoreboards.
Apart from restrooms and a
meeting room, the field house
has a corridor overlooking the
soccer field with sliding glass
doors and a kitchen/concession
stand, outfitted with a refrigerator, freezer, stove, grill, griddle
and fryer.
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Sitting across from the field
house atop a six-step deck is a
500-foot, two-story storage/announcers’ booth, which has views
of both the baseball and soccer
fields.
Besides being open to the general public, the synthetic field
will be used by the Lincoln School
soccer and field hockey teams,
an aspect that is especially pleasing to Council President Ann
Tarantino.
“We’re relieved that it’s over.
We’re happy that it’s open,” said
Councilwoman Tarantino, who
served seven years on the
Garwood Board of Education, including as president. “I’m most
happy that the Garwood school
athletes will have a field to call
their home.
“I have a connection to the
school, so that’s one of the things
that is dear to me, that they have
a home field now,” she concluded.
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Council Passes Land Use, Property Main. Ordinances
ownership and cause a non-conformance.
“The zoning officer would determine a legal non-conforming
use and issue a permit,” Mr. Ricci
said.
Mayor Andis Kalnins responded
by saying, “We would certainly
look at any recommendations as
a possibility of changing it next

year.” He went on to say he had
brought up the land development ordinance being reviewed
at every event he attended this
year.
Frank Krause, a resident of
Pittsfield Street, recommended
to the committee that it consider
having site plan reviews go before not only the Board of Adjust-

Marano & Sons OK’d for Variance
The 201 South Avenue property sits on the south side of
South Avenue and the west side
of Oak Street, directly across
from The Home Depot hardware
store.
Several board members expressed concern about the intersection because of the volume of
vehicles and the difficulty making turns across traffic.
Mr. Marano assured the board
that his use variance will not
substantially alter traffic, since
the building will be almost always unmanned. He did say in
addition to by-appointment sales
and storage, he would use the lot
for outside display of some of his
more rare models.
Since commercial properties require one shade tree for every
five parking spaces, and the site
will add four parking spaces, the
issue of where to plant a tree was
discussed.
Site planner Wayne Ingram,
testifying on behalf of Mr. Marano,
suggested the tree not be planted
between the sidewalk and curb,
lest it create a visibility issue for
cars seeking to turn onto South
Avenue from Oak Street.
Mr. Marano agreed to plant the
tree somewhere else in the borough, and then offered to plant
two trees.
“I’ve got seven Nierstedt trees
somewhere around the borough,”
he said, sparking laughter in the

room.
The reference was to Garwood
Borough Councilman and planning board member Bill Nierstedt,
the chairman of the council’s
streets, roads and ecology committee. Mr. Nierstedt is known
for his liberal environmental
views, fondness for trees and the
strict adherence to ordinances
regarding them.
Mr. Nierstedt was not present
for the remark, having recused
himself earlier in the evening
since, as a sitting council member, he cannot vote on use variances.
There were other light moments
during the good-natured hearing, as well. When asked if Mr.
Marano planned to park his overflow cars on the grass and if he
anticipated that would cause
problems, Mr. Ingram replied,
“We’re not going to be doing
donuts in the grass.”
In other actions, before leaving
the meeting, Mr. Nierstedt said
he was aware that the board of
education (BOE) is required to
submit a five-year plan to the
planning board. Planning board
member Michael Vena noted that
the board has not seen a plan
from the BOE in at least eight
years, prompting Mr. Nierstedt
to ask that the planning board
ask the BOE to appear before the
planning board at its January
meeting.

ment but also the Planning Board
and have a requirement of the
site plan be approved by the
Planning Board before it goes
before the Board of Adjustment.
“(This requirement is) the only
way we can keep this town from
going downhill,” Mr. Krause said.
He accused the Board of Adjustment for passing variance applications that he feels have deteriorated the development of
Cranford. He cited the Citgo gas
station on North Avenue, the two
new banks on North Avenue and
town homes near the 555 South
Avenue development as applications he felt that should not have
been granted.
“One of the reasons we passed
this year is to limit the interpretation,” Mayor Kalnins said.
Joanne Pulaski, a resident of
Scherer Street, came before the
committee again complaining
about the rat problem in her
neighborhood. She said there is
still evidence of rats since August.
“Can’t you help us?” pleaded
Ms. Pulaski.
The vacant home on Ms.
Pulaski’s block has been foreclosed, Township Attorney
Diane Dabulas said. Wells Fargo
bank, who owns the property,
had sent someone inside the
property to inspect for rats, and
that person reported no rats in
the house, Ms. Dabulas said.
WellS Fargo has not given the
township permission to enter
the home, Ms. Dabulas said,
but has continued to pursue the
bank to get the approval to
enter the home.
Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said she would make calls on the
matter.
David Pringle, a lobbyist who
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Trinity Church Announces
Christmas Service Schedule
CRANFORD — The Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 119 Forest Avenue, Cranford, invites everyone to come and celebrate
the Christmas season with the
congregation. All services will be
celebrated by the Reverend Dr.
Gina Walsh-Minor, rector of Trinity Episcopal Church.
On Wednesday, December 24,
Christmas Eve, beginning at 4:30
p.m., there will be the Blessing of
the Creche, a Children’s Pageant
and Holy Eucharist: Rite II. A
Christmas Festival of Carols with
Holy Eucharist will take place at
10 p.m.
Christmas Day will be celebrated on Thursday, December
25, at 10 a.m., with Holy Eucharist: Rite II.
The custom of displaying figures depicting the birth of Jesus
Christ began with Saint Francis
of Assisi, who made the Christ-

mas creche, or manger, for
Christmas Eve of 1223. The
Christmas manger, or nativity
scene, was a primarily special
display for families in their homes,
drawing them together in prayer
and joyful celebration. Each year,
on the Vigil of Christmas, the
parish children carry the figures
of the animals, shepherds and
the Holy Family, recreating a display that tells the story of the
Christ Child.
Trinity Episcopal Church is a
family church that has been serving the needs of Cranford area
families since 1872. Sunday services are at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
and are celebrated by Reverend
Walsh-Minor.
Trinity also provides Trinity
Episcopal Day School (TEDS), a
state-licensed facility serving
children from age 2½ through
kindergarten.

NATIVITY SCENE...The Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford invites members of the community to join the congregation at services on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day, which will include a Children’s Christmas Pageant on Wednesday, December 24, at 4:30 p.m. Pictured is last year’s Children’s Pageant.
Trinity Church is located at 119 Forest Avenue.
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Council Passes Land Use, Property Main. Ordinances
works for Clean Water Action,
and Cranford resident of Walnut
Avenue, after meeting with the
committee Monday, said he
wanted to notify residents that if
they need legal assistance with
any bullying tactics used by Pilgrim Pipeline Holdings LLC. That
they contact him and his company could help. He said residents could call him at (908)
272-8949, or come to his home.
The township has not passed a
resolution opposing the Pilgrim
Pipeline, a possible oil pipeline
route that would transport crude
oil from Albany, N.Y. to Linden,
N.J. and return to Albany the
refined products.
Mr. Pringle said he found new
information regarding oil spills in
pipelines. “Eighty percent of gallons spilled in the U.S. have been
from pipelines and not barges or
trains,” Mr. Pringle said.
Mayor Kalnins said the committee would most likely make a
decision on its stance on the
pipeline early next year.
Commissioner Robert D’Ambola
said residents who would like a
tree planted on their property
can contact the Department of
Public Works (DPW) at
dpw@cranford.org. The DPW has
red oaks, honey locusts and hornbeam trees.
Union County will push pack
paving Springfield Avenue in
Cranford until the spring, Mr.
D’Ambola said. Cranford has
completed paving Herning and
Brookdale Avenues and is expected to begin the paving the
Southwest part of township in
the spring.
The Cranford High School Cougars football team’s record year
and competitive game at Met
Life Stadium was also congratulated amongst the committee.
“I am very proud of them and
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the residents for showing up at
game,” Ms. Adubato said. “It was
exciting to be there.”
Mayor Kalnins thanked the committee and staff for the work
done this year.
“We did accomplish a lot. It
wouldn’t have been without the
staff who do the work that makes

the town what it is,” Mayor Kalnins
said. “It has been an honor and
privilege to serve as mayor this
year.”
The committee will hold a brief
meeting on Tuesday, December
30 at 7 p.m. and a reorganization
meeting Thursday, January 1 at
1 p.m.

Local Letter to the Editor
Garwood Councilwoman Relays She
Was Misquoted at Council Meeting
I would like to note that I was
misquoted in the last issue on
12/11/14 in the article, “GW Discusses Encroachments on AFC”
on page 10 where the article
stated, “New guards would be
paid $17.50 per hour.” At the
Council meeting, I stated new
crossing guards would be paid
$17 per hour, which is the same
rate alternate guards would be
making. This can be verified by
watching the workshop video on

the Garwood Insight YouTube
Channel at 40 minutes and 26
seconds
(https://
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=o_Nhd7Tngbw). Thank
you.
Councilwoman Sara Todisco
Garwood

– Obituary –

Catherine Dreimuller, Local Parishioner;
Was Movie Fan and Animal Lover
Catherine B. Dreimuller passed
away peacefully after a brief illness on Sunday, December 14,
2014. She was born in Jersey
City, N.J. on July 11, 1927 and
was the daughter of Donald J.
and Catherine Mitchell Ford.
Catherine graduated from St.
Aloysius School in Jersey City,
N.J. She worked at Socony Oil,
later Exxon Mobil, for many years.
She was predeceased by her
husband, William J. Dreimuller,
Jr.; her parents, and her brother,
Donald R. Ford.
A resident of Westfield for over
55 years, Catherine was a member of St. Anne’s Roman Catholic
Church in Garwood. She loved
going to the movies every Friday

night, and was an animal lover.
Her two Irish setters, Michael
and Patrick, gave her great joy.
A Mass of Christian Burial will
be offered at 10 a.m. today,
Thursday, December 18, 2014,
at St. Anne’s Roman Catholic
Church, Garwood, followed by
burial at Holy Name Cemetery in
Jersey City, N.J.
Arrangements are by Gray Funeral Directors, Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the Homeless
Animal Rescue Team, 231 North
Avenue, No. 156, Westfield, N.J.
07090. To view a tribute of
Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
Catherine’s life, please go to
FROM ROCKEFELLER CENTER… The Christmas tree is beautifully lit for
grayfuneralhomes.com.
December 18, 2014
the holiday season as crowds gather to enjoy the famous tree.
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