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ON E - S T O P

NON S TO P
health
care

Every part of your body works in unison with amazing efficiency. Shouldn’t your 
healthcare provider work the same way? At RWJ Rahway, our newly renovated 
Center for Ambulatory Medicine centralizes our outpatient diagnostic imaging, 

labs, emergency department and more for one-stop health, nonstop care. 

IT’S HEALTHCARE AS IT SHOULD BE – COORDINATED  
AND INTEGRATED. JUST LIKE YOU.

865 Stone St. � Rahway, NJ � 732.499.6299 � RWJUHR.com

NOW ACCEPTING Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey

Radiology � MRI � Blood Work � Mammography � Wound Care 
Diabetes Care � Weight Management � PET/CT Scan � Stress Testing

Need a Physician? Call 1.888.MD.RWJUH

Pair charged With Identity
Theft of Multiple Victims

WESTFIELD — A man and
woman have been charged with steal-
ing the identities of at least two New
Jersey residents and then using the
victims’ personal information to open
bank accounts, obtain credit cards,
and make large out-of-state purchases
totaling tens of thousands of dollars,
acting Union County Prosecutor
Grace H. Park and Westfield Police
Chief David Wayman jointly an-
nounced on Friday.

Alphonso J. Johnson, 38, of
Lawrenceville, Georgia and
Charmaine L. Williams, 40, of Young-
stown, Ohio, was each charged with
second-degree identity theft and sec-
ond-degree theft by deception, with
bail set at $250,000 and $100,000,
respectively, by state Superior Court
Judge Stuart Peim. Both defendants
are awaiting extradition after having
been recently apprehended in Geor-
gia.

The Westfield Police Department
received information on December 1
from an alleged victim who reported
that a repossession company called
her to inquire about a vehicle that had
been rented in her name but never
returned, according to the investiga-
tion. A joint investigation that grew
to also involve Union County Assis-

tant Prosecutor Scott Kraus and the
Prosecutor’s Office’s Special Pros-
ecutions Unit also revealed the exist-
ence of a second victim, a Bloomsbury
resident who had her personal infor-
mation allegedly stolen and used to
open up a bank account and a credit
card in her name.

The defendants also are alleged to
have obtained fraudulent New Jersey
drivers’ licenses with the personal
information of their victims listed on
them, but photos of the defendants.
The total estimated value of the al-
leged thefts connected to the stolen
personal information was in excess
of $80,000.

Second-degree charges carry typical
sentences of five to 10 years in state
prison, according to the press release.

This investigation remains active,
as it is believed that there may be
additional victims. Anyone with ad-
ditional information about the ac-
tivities of these defendants or any-
one who believes that he or she may
have been a victim of a similar
incident of identity theft is being
urged to contact Westfield Police
Detective Dennis DaSilva at (908)
789-6085 or Prosecutor’s Office
Sergeant Jamieson Antonio at (908)
527-4641.

MAKE  
SOMEDAY  
TODAY 
Become a member by 

January 4 and there is 

NO JOINER’S FEE. 

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  

Financial assistance is available.  

OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY 
10:00AM - 4:00PM 

�� FREE gift  
(for first 500 members and guests!) 

�� FREE Kickbox and Strength class 
at10:15AM 

�� FREE TRX® classes at Noon & 

1:00PM (each limited to first 12 

participants) 

�� 25% off Personal Training  
(limit one package/person, purchase 

in-person on 1/1, sessions expire 

3/31/15) 

SPORTS & PLAY  
OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 
11:00AM - 1:00PM 
 

�� FREE community event! 

�� New and improved climbing 
wall, sport samplers such as 
fencing and pillo polo, and 
sport skill stations  

�� Kids crafts and soft-play area 

�� Information about camp, 
childcare education and other 
Y programs  

�� Birthday Party fun station 

Lt. Gov Gives Keynote
At NJBIA Policy Forum

TRENTON – Recognizing the im-
portance of New Jersey’s business
community to the state’s economic
climate, Lieutenant Governor Kim
Guadagno recently delivered the lun-
cheon keynote for the New Jersey
Business and Industry Association
(NJBIA) Public Policy Forum,
“Looking Ahead: A Vision for a Bet-
ter Business Climate.”

During her speech, Lt. Gov.
Guadagno challenged the business
leaders in attendance to demonstrate
to their out-of-state peers, supply
chains and industry partners the ben-
efits New Jersey offers – from its
highly educated workforce, to its
prime location and access to markets,
to its nationally recognized high qual-
ity of life.

“I am drafting each of our business
leaders to serve as New Jersey busi-
ness ambassadors to show out-of-
state businesses what you already
know – that New Jersey is a great
place to build and grow a business,”
Lt. Gov. Guadagno said.

The forum brings together repre-

sentatives from government and the
business community to share their
opinions on the state’s economy and
other key issues. Earlier in the pro-
gram, Department of Labor and
Workforce Development Commis-
sioner Harold J. Wirths received the
2014 Paul L. Troast Award for Public
Service. The NJBIA presents the
Troast Award annually to a public
servant who has made an outstanding
contribution to the state.

Founded in 1910 by a group of
manufacturers who wanted to share
ideas about workplace safety and have
a say in government policies affect-
ing their business, NJBIA has be-
come the nation’s largest statewide
employer association.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics
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Kean, Bramnick Oppose
Pilgrim Pipeline

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. and Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (both R-21, Westfield)
have both gone on record as oppos-
ing the Pilgrim Pipeline.

Mr. Bramnick joined Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D-22nd,
Scotch Plains) in sponsoring a reso-
lution Ms. Stender has introduced
opposing the pipeline. Meanwhile,
Sen. Kean has joined state Sen. Rich-
ard Codey (D-27th, Roseland), in
sponsoring a similar resolution in the
upper chamber.

“We’re going to continue to op-
pose it until we get to the bottom of
the issues as far as risk to populations
and risk to environment,” Mr.
Bramnick told The Star Ledger.

Cruz-Pérez Replaces
Watson Coleman in Senate

Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3rd, Gloucester) swore in Nilsa
Cruz-Pérez Monday into the state
Senate, where she will represent the
people of the 5th Legislative District,
which includes portions of Camden
and Gloucester Counties. She re-
places Bonnie Watson-Coleman who
was elected to Congress from the
12th District in November.

Congress Considers Tax Break
For Volunteer Firefighters

Congress is considering legislation
that would give volunteer firefighters
a tax break in an effort to help volun-
teer fire departments and other pub-
lic safety organizations recruit and
retain volunteers, according to
firerescue1.com.

The bill would help bolster staffing
by allowing them to claim a portion of
the value of the services they donate
each year as a charitable donation.

“The services donated by volun-
teer emergency response personnel
are valued at more than $140 bil-
lion annually and the average re-
sponder donates services worth
more than $18,000 each year. At
the same time, local agencies are
increasingly struggling to recruit
and retain volunteer firefighters and
EMTs. This common sense bill
would help bolster staffing in vol-
unteer public safety agencies by
allowing responders to claim a por-
tion of the value of the services they
donate each year as a charitable
donation,” said Chief Philip C.
Stittleburg, chairman of the Na-
tional Volunteer Fire Council.

New Jersey’s Red-Light
Cameras Go Dark

New Jersey’s red-light cameras at
73 intersections in 24 towns offi-
cially went dark on Tuesday as the
state’s five-year pilot came to an end,
NJ Advance Media has reported.

The state’s Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) will analyze the data
from the program to produce a re-
port. The DOT will than decide, based
on the data, whether to kill or con-
tinue the program, according to the
report. Linden, Roselle Park, Spring-
field, and Union were among towns
that had the cameras.

Green Forming Panel on Law
Enforcement And Minority Towns

In light of the recent developments
in Ferguson, Mo. and Staten Island,
N.Y., Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-
22nd, Plainfield) has announced he
will partner with the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders to put
together an informal panel of gov-
ernment, community and profes-
sional leaders in an effort to improve
outreach between law enforcement
and the County’s minority popula-
tions.

Mr. Green noted he is also in the
process of reaching out to past and
present law enforcement officials, as
well as setting up a meeting with the
State Police Benevolent Association.
He also reached out to the Freeholder
board to participate in the effort.

“This is an appropriate time to talk
about relations between law enforce-
ment entities and the communities they
police,” Freeholder Chairman Chris
Hudak said. “We are happy to facilitate
this panel, and look forward to provid-
ing ideas and discussing new services
that may be needed.”

The county has the resources of the
County Police, Prosecutor’s Office,
Sheriff’s Office, Police Academy,
Department of Human Services, and
various youth outreach programs al-
ready in place.

Mr. Green said his panel is in for-
mation with the intent of holding
internal discussions within the next
few weeks.

WF’s Crupi Gets Six Yrs. As
Part of Madoff’s Ponzi Scheme
Westfield resident JoAnn Crupi, a

former account manager with Ponzi
scheme financier Bernard Madoff,
received a six-year sentence Monday
and was ordered to surrender $33
billion. Crupi worked for Madoff for
25 years, NJ Advance Media reported.

County Finalizes Sale of
Runnells for $26 Million

COUNTY — The County of Union
on Monday finalized the sale of
Runnells Specialized Hospital to the
Center Management Group of Flush-
ing, N.Y., in a $26-million cash trans-
action that would also save as much
as $52 million over the next five
years, and generate an estimated
$500,000 in new property taxes for
Berkeley Heights, according to a
county-issued press release.

As part of the transaction, the
County leased back the hospital’s 44-
bed Cornerstone Psychiatric Unit
from an affiliate of Center Manage-
ment for a period up to 10 years.

The sale of Runnells marks the first
ownership change in the 102-year his-
tory of the hospital. The hospital re-
mains open and will remain open under
new ownership. Of the 391 employees
impacted by the move, approximately
209 have either been rehired, kept their
jobs or been transferred to other posi-
tions within the County; and 63 have
retired. Center Management is expected
to continue to rehire more out of this
employee pool in the days ahead, ac-
cording to the release.

The County had mandated a num-
ber of conditions be met for the
completion of sale, requiring that Cen-
ter Management: pay not less than the
appraised value of $26 million to the
County; give current hospital patients
the right to remain at the hospital;
protect hospital employees in good
standing by offering the right of first
refusal and providing as many em-
ployment opportunities as possible at
the hospital and at Center Manage-
ment Group’s other locations; guar-
antee a five-year capital improvement
plan; commit to sharing revenue with
the County for any new health care
related services or facilities Center
Management Group adds to the hos-
pital; agree to a deed restriction that
will require the hospital remain a health
care facility for long-term patients;
and agree that a certain percentage of
beds at the hospital shall remain avail-
able for Union County residents and
to indigent patients.

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
noted that the Freeholder Board had
set a goal at the beginning of this year
to complete the transaction before
the end of December.

“This was a comprehensive effort
that analyzed every facet of the hos-
pital and every scenario for its con-
tinued operations,” Mr.  Hudak said,
adding the decision “of this magni-
tude” was “not an easy one and re-
quired well over two years of work.”

“The bottom line is that we’ve made

the best decision possible toward
maintaining the financial viability of
the hospital, keeping it open and guar-
anteeing the continuum of quality
care for its patients,” Mr. Hudak said.

The County has paid a total of
more than $30 million over the past
two years to subsidize the facility. In
2013, the total subsidy amounted to
$13.5 million.

Because Counties have in part ex-
perienced decreasing reimburse-
ments, seven other counties in recent
years have sold their nursing homes
to private operators.

Facing an uncertain financial fu-
ture of declining Medicare and Med-
icaid reimbursements, the County of
Union in 2012 retained Complete
HealthCare Resources-Eastern, Inc.
(CHR) to independently and objec-
tively analyze and evaluate possible
options for the hospital.

After analyzing the operations of
the hospital, CHR issued a report in
January 2013, which concluded that
due to declining reimbursements from
the state, decreasing occupancy rates
and Medicare census, rising employee
and operational costs and capital ex-
pense requirements, the County
should consider several revenue en-
hancements, expense reductions and
alternative ownership.

The County decided to explore
transferring the hospital operations
to the Union County Improvement
Authority for the possible transfer of
such operations to a third-party, while
simultaneously evaluating methods
of revenue enhancement and expense
reduction.

Later in 2013, as authorized by their
respective resolutions, the County and
the Authority entered into a memo-
randum of understanding to under-
take a Request for Qualifications and
Proposals (“RFQ/P”) process seeking
a private provider that wished to pur-
chase or lease the hospital.

The Authority then established a
Review Committee, which included
representatives from the County and
the UCIA, for the RFQ/P process,
and which received five proposals in
December 2013, four of which were
for the purchase of the hospital and
one of which offered a lease option.

In November, the County decided
to pursue a lease back of the Corner-
stone Psychiatric Unit of the hospi-
tal after the state advertised for pri-
vate companies to run the psychiat-
ric unit, seeking to lower costs, and
Center Management was unsuccess-
ful in obtaining an agreement with
the state.

Pataki Considers Run
For President in ’16

NEW YORK -- Former three-term
New York Governor George Pataki, a
Republican, is considering a run for
President in 2016 The New York Daily
News has reported.


