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By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains Consolidation
Study Commission met, last
Wednesday evening, for the last
time. Don Parisi, an attorney from
Scotch Plains, who has served as
the commission chairman for the
past 16 months, asked the group to
vote to dissolve the commission.
The reason, he said, is lack of ad-

equate funds to finance the study.
The commission was made up of

a group of citizens from both towns
who believed that a study would
weigh the benefits of a merger,
which could possibly have saved
taxpayers money and increased the
efficiency of services to both towns.

Courage to Connect New Jersey,
a group advocating mergers among
the many small towns across the
state, donated $5,000 in seed money
to the commission to get the study
off the ground. With that money,
the panel was able to open a bank
account, purchase insurance, apply
for tax-exempt status and advertise
requests for proposals (RFPs) or
bids. The result was that two people
offered to do the study, one charg-
ing $75,000 and the other $100,000,
for a study that would take approxi-
mately a year. It would then be
possible, based on those findings,
to put a question on the ballot and
for citizens of both towns to vote on
whether or not to merge.

Marc Pfeiffer of the Center for
Local Grant Research at Rutgers
University offered to oversee the
RFP process on a voluntary basis to
assure compliance with New Jersey
law.

Eugene McCarthy, of the Local
Finance Board of the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs,
observed and advised the commis-

sion, but pointed out that the state
would no longer contribute money
to fund such efforts. He had re-
cently been involved with the
merger of Princeton Borough and
Princeton Township. He warned
early on that the cost of a merger
would be approximately $2.3 mil-
lion.

In recent local fund-raising ef-
forts, the commission was able to
raise $5,000 in local donations. Fred
Lange, chairman of the
commission’s finance committee,
researched foundations in an effort
to find some backing for the project.
Ann Saltzman of Fanwood, Sarah
Dreikorn of Scotch Plains and Matt
Juckes of Fanwood, members of
the finance committee, also helped
with that effort. Mr. Parisi met with
representatives of two foundations
who said they would be willing to
match funds that were raised lo-
cally. However, local donations
were not enough to get the study off
the ground.

Over the past 16 months, some
commission members became dis-
couraged and left the commission.
One or two, such as Dan McCarey,
formerly of Fanwood, had moved
away. Pat Hoynes of Fanwood, an
alternate on the commission, told
Mr. Parisi, “I thought you did a
fantastic job.” Mr. Parisi replied,

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough coun-
cil, on Monday evening, at its last
meeting of the year, passed a resolu-
tion opposing the Pilgrim Pipeline,
which proposes to construct a pipe-
line that would travel through the
borough.

Pilgrim Pipeline Holdings, LLC is
proposing a bi-directional pipe to
transport crude oil and refined petro-
leum products between Albany, N.Y.
and Linden or, as some reports have
it, the Port Reading section of
Woodbridge Township. Port Read-
ing lies on the Kill Van Kull, known
locally as the Arthur Kill. It is the
waterway which separates Staten Is-
land, N.Y. from New Jersey.

The resolution states that the mayor
and council understand the crude oil
will be the product to be extracted by
the process of hydraulic fracturing or
“fracking,” which has been alleged to
deplete clean water resources and
create toxic air emissions and radio-
active waste, and to release large quan-
tities of methane gas into the atmo-

sphere.
It also states that the oil will be

under high vapor pressure, which may
cause it to generate combustible gases.
The resolution further states it can
cause significant safety concerns in-
volving potential harm to the bor-
ough infrastructure and might have a
negative impact on further develop-
ment in the borough.

Other concerns noted in the resolu-
tion are the availability of available
work space and that construction
would place heavy equipment in close
proximity to homes and foundations.
Outlined in the resolution are fears of
the impact to local soils, the reduc-
tion of water absorption and the fear
of future flooding.

Also stated was the fear concern-
ing the large volume of flammable oil
in the pipeline that would be carried
through residential neighborhoods,
which could cause an explosion.

Along with other environmental
concerns, such as possible contami-
nation of ground water if an explo-
sion or spill occurred, is the probable

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) honored the Raiders high-
school varsity girls’ and high-school
varsity boys’ soccer teams Thursday
night. Each team and the coach re-
ceived a resolution recognizing their
winning records.

The high-school varsity girls’ soc-
cer team achieved 21 wins — a school
record for wins — one loss and one
tie. The team ranked no. 5 in a Star-
Ledger poll. It earned the county title
and North II Group IV State Sec-
tional Title. The girls’ team coaches
are Head Coach Kevin Ewing and
Assistant Varsity Coach Michelle
Tobier, assisted by JV Coach Matt
Tiedemann and Freshman Coach Joe
Higgins.

The high-school boys’ varsity soc-
cer team achieved 22 wins and four
losses. The team ended the season
ranked no. 2 in the Star-Ledger poll.
It earned the county title, North II
Group IV State Sectional Title and
the North Group IV Championship.
The team was statewide Group IV
Runner-Up. Team coaches are Head
Coach Thomas Breznitsky and Assis-
tant Coach Joe Mortarulo.

The soccer teams’ success is a “sign
of outstanding team work,” Schools
Superintendent Margaret Hayes said,
and congratulated the teams and
coaches for their stellar year.

“Our soccer programs are
standouts,” Board President Trip
Whitehouse said.

Following the ceremony, the board
entered its public meeting.

The BOE is expected to vote on
first reading on three policies tonight.
The policy concerning excused ab-
sences will spell out that student ab-
sences from school due to religious

holidays or take-your-child-to-work
day will be considered excused ab-
sences and not counted toward the
180 days of school, board member
Douglas Layne said.

A policy for students to be screened
for dyslexia says that students in
grades K to 2 will be screened for
dyslexia and those students entering
the school district prior to sixth grade
will be screened for dyslexia.

A policy about home instruction
due to health conditions details those
health conditions that are allowable
to have home instruction.

A policy about transgender students
will ensure a “safe, supportive envi-
ronment for all students,” Mr. Layne
said.

Board Vice-President Nancy Bauer
said in her curriculum committee re-
port that Mandarin class will have
some “slight changes in
proficiencies.” Also, the Language
Arts Acting elective will have a change
in title to Dramatic Literature and the
Actor, after students gave input on
how they would like to see the elec-
tive developed.

Director of Special Services Linda
Edwards and Anti-Bullying Coordi-
nator Cailin Taggart presented an
update on the Harassment, Intimida-
tion and Bullying (HIB) report for
January to June 2014.

The report gave data on five cat-
egories: Violence had 13 incidents
(down from 15 last year) reported,
vandalism had four (down from 11
last year), weapons had three, sub-
stance had four, and HIB had 15
(down from 16 last year) incidents
reported. The HIB incidents included
49 that went under investigation, with
15 of those confirmed. Bullying inci-
dents comprised one issue of race,
one issue of color, one issue of ances-

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas Send your holiday wishes to all in next week’s newspaper on Friday, December 26,
by visiting www.goleader.com/christmas/greeting before Monday, December 22.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
A SANTA SELFIE... It's not just the kids who want photos with Santa. Kathleen Conheeney and Judi Lynch, both of
Fanwood, pose for a "selfie" with Santa December 13 during a stop in front of the Lynch home on Hunter Avenue in
Fanwood. For 15 years, the Lynch family has hosted a party for more than 100 people and Santa stops by during his rounds
in the borough.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
TOP VOLUNTEER…Fanwood Rescue Squad President Steve Siegal comments
after being named Fanwood's Volunteer-of-the-Month for December at the
Borough Council meeting on December 15.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS...Rabbi Levi Block of the Union County Torah
Center leads the ceremony to light the Menorah for the first night of Hanukkah
in downtown Westfield on Tuesday night.

LaCosta Dismissed By SP Due
To Racist, Sexist E-Mails

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Zoning Officer and Building In-
spector Robert LaCosta, a town-
ship employee for more than 35
years, was dismissed from his posi-
tion on Monday after it was discov-
ered that he had received and then
redistributed e-mails that could be
described as racist and sexist from
his municipal government account.

According to an e-mail sent by
Township Manager Jerry Giaimis
to members of the township coun-
cil, a formal request was made on
December 2 — under the Open
Public Records Act — from an
anonymous John Doe seeking e-

mails between Mr. Giaimis, Mr.
LaCosta and Paul Malool, a battal-
ion chief with the fire department,
on specific dates. Mr. Giaimis told
the council he complied with the
request for his e-mails but that, “for
some reason those coming from Bob
LaCosta were taking too much time
and I, along with Jeff [Lehrer, the
township attorney], started to re-
ceive e-mails from the John Doe
pressing the township for re-
sponses.”

Mr. Giaimis said that he then ac-
cessed the municipal government’s
computer server himself and “re-
viewed the e-mails from and to Mr.
LaCosta for the defined time peri-
ods. What I found was a large col-

lection” of e-mails that Mr. LaCosta
was forwarding from and receiving
to his municipal government ac-
count. Among the sampling of e-
mails provided to the council by
Mr. Giaimis were messages deroga-
tory to African-Americans, Mus-
lims and Mexicans.

“An employee can’t control what
is sent to them,” Mr. Giaimis told
the council in his e-mail message,
“but in this case, Mr. LaCosta was
the sender to a large number of
recipients. In one, his response was,
‘excellent.’” Mr. Giaimis con-
cluded, “Any employee who sends
e-mails like this deserves to be ter-
minated and that is what occurred.”

Mr. LaCosta declined to speak to
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
but Ted Schiller, his attorney, called
the dismissal “clearly retaliatory,”
mentioning two incidents this year
involving Mr. LaCosta’s insistence
that permits were required before a
new pavilion could be installed and
used at Brookside Park this sum-
mer and, earlier, that permits were
needed before the Darby Road res-
taurant on Park Avenue could erect
a tent for its St. Patrick’s Day week-
end event. Mr. Giaimis told The
Times that, while he understood Mr.
Schiller was “vigorously defend-
ing his client, if he believes that,
he’s living in a fantasy land.”

As for the e-mails, Mr. Schiller
told The Times, “Whatever the e-
mails are, they certainly don’t give
rise to termination.” He pointed to
Mr. LaCosta’s “30-year history and
clean record” of employment with
the municipal government. “You
don’t terminate a guy for forward-
ing e-mails.”

Mr. Schiller promised to do
“whatever is necessary to defend
Bob” and said a lawsuit contesting

Courtesy of Brian Horton
AN ANNUAL TRADITION... Santa moves from one house to the next last
Saturday along Hunter Avenue in Fanwood on Fanwood Ladder 1 as part of the
annual Santa Ride, sponsored by the Fanwood Fire Deptartment, Rescue Squad
and PBA Local 123. They distributed more than 800 gifts to children.


