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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

County Looks to Accept
Hudson JV Detainees

its pipe parallel to the PSE&G line.
Currently, Cranford has existing

pipelines in the township by the
Conrail line, the committee said.

Michelle Shibbitz, a resident of
Hillside Place said, “The scariest part
for me is, yes, we have old lines that
go through Cranford, but only one-
fifth of those lines get inspected on a
regular basis.” Michael Miller of
Westfield echoed her comments and
added that budget cuts to state depart-
ments have resulted in a lack of in-
spections.

A resident of Madison Avenue,
Annette Johnson, said she was con-
cerned with how the township was
developing, and how those changes
are “not fitting in with the town I
moved into 13 years ago.” She noted
the new large apartment buildings
being built and the loss of trees during
storms and not seeing them replanted,
and she said the Pilgrim Pipeline was
the “cherry on top.”

The township passed a resolution
in September to obtain services from
Bohler Engineering to provide ser-
vices in connection with the
township’s participation with the
National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) Community Rating System
(CRS), which is an incentive pro-
gram to provide floodplain manage-
ment activities that exceed the mini-
mum NFIP requirements. As a result,
flood insurance premium rates are
discounted. Township Engineer Carl
O’Brien said in his report that for the
township to be admitted to the CRS,
Cranford would have to enforce the
ordinance and then get approvals from
state agencies. Residents could see a
5-percent savings in the beginning,
and savings could go as high as 45
percent, should the township earn the
credits as stipulated by the CRS pro-
gram.

A floodplain manager designated
by the township is necessary to over-
see the process, Mr. O’Brien said.
Township Administrator Terence Wall
said a designee needs to be clarified.
The position has been appointed to
the construction code official, but in
the past the township engineer did the
actual work. There was no stipend
paid for this post in the past, Mr.
Hannen told The Westfield Leader.
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union and Hudson
Counties are continuing to work
out an agreement whereby youth
housed at Hudson’s Juvenile De-
tention Center would be transferred
to Union County’s detention center
in Linden. The deal is expected to
generate $2.1 million in revenue
into Union County’s coffers while
saving Hudson $5 million.

Hudson would pay Union County
$230 per day in the first year of the
agreement and $240 per day in the
second year, according to a Union
County press release. Hudson aver-
ages 30 juvenile detainees per day,
according to a Jersey Journal ar-
ticle. The two-year agreement is to
start January 1.

The contract would guarantee that
at least 20 juveniles be housed at
the Union County facility. Union
County replaced its former 34-bed
detention facility with a 76-bed,
70,000-square-foot facility in
March of 2008.

“This is an example of good gov-
ernmental policy that would maxi-
mize the revenue potential of an
asset the county has in our newer
juvenile detention center,” Free-
holder Chairman Chris Hudak said
through a press release issued Fri-
day. “We are optimistic a final ar-
rangement will be worked out
soon.”

The Hudson board tabled a vote
on the agreement at its meeting last
Thursday, the same night the Union
County board discussed the pend-
ing agreement in executive session.
Both counties recently worked out
an agreement for Diana Youst, the
director of Hudson’s detention cen-
ter, to serve as acting superinten-
dent of Union County’s facility.
Union County is reimbursing
Hudson for Ms. Youst’ salary and
fringe benefits.

Both counties also have looked at
sending adult inmates from the
Union County jail to the Hudson
lockup.

In other business, the Union
County Freeholder Board adopted
an ordinance last Thursday that bans
the practice of hydraulic fracturing
on county-owned land.

The ordinance “prohibits and
bans all drilling for natural gas, and
exploration for natural gas, beyond
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GW Sports
public, the synthetic field will be
used by the Lincoln School soccer
and field hockey teams, an aspect
that is especially pleasing to Council
President Ann Tarantino.

“We’re relieved that it’s over. We’re
happy that it’s open,” said Council-
woman Tarantino, who served seven
years on the Garwood Board of Edu-
cation, including as president. “I’m
most happy that the Garwood school
athletes will have a field to call their
home.

“I have a connection to the school,
so that’s one of the things that is dear
to me, that they have a home field
now,” she concluded.

the reconnaissance phase” on all
county-owned properties.

“The Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders recognizes that
the exploratory, drilling and extrac-
tion operations in hydraulic frac-
turing pose significant risks to pub-
lic health, safety, and welfare, as
well as the natural resources of
Union County,” according to the
ordinance.

“Fracking is a drilling technique
which uses vast quantities of water
mixed with chemicals and solids
pumped into shale formations at
high pressure to fracture the shale
formations. As a result, the water,
known as wastewater, becomes con-
taminated with heavy metals that
present a risk to the people and
property of the County of Union,”
according to the ordinance.

Per a question from Bruce Pater-
son of Garwood, First Deputy
County Counsel Rosalba Comas
said the ordinance could be re-
scinded or the language amended.

County Manager Al Faella said
the ordinance also enables the De-
partment of Parks and Recreation
to “have some flexibility” in pro-
viding discounts and special pro-
grams at some county events with-
out having to come back to the
freeholders to amend the county
ordinance each time.

He said the ordinance also ad-
dresses encroachment on county
properties, skateboard safety, etc.

The board also approved a
$300,000 contract with the New
Jersey State AFL-CIO Community
Services Agency, Inc. to run a pro-
gram to help documented persons
in Union County gain United States
citizenship. The program will be
located at the county’s Workforce
Innovation Business (WIB) Center
at the Jersey Gardens Mall in Eliza-
beth.

William Reyes, director of the
Department of Economic Develop-
ment, said, according to statistics
from the U.S. Immigration Office,
there are 52,000 documented per-
sons in Union County.

Mr. Paterson of Garwood said
that statistic means one in 10 per-
sons in the county is documented.

The board also renewed its policy
with the New Jersey Counties Ex-
cess Joint Insurance Fund at $2.6
million. Norman Albert, director of
administrative services, said Union
County is one of nine counties that
belong to the joint insurance fund.
He said the purpose of the fund is to
“price out the best prices for excess
insurance.”

“I think it protects us,” Mr. Albert
said.

At the start of the meeting the
board recognized the nurses and
participants of JFK Medical
Center’s “Plainfield Health Con-
nections” Program. The program’s
goal is to improve the health and
wellness of the underinsured and
uninsured by connecting them to
health resources and to reduce vis-
its to the emergency room.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FROM ROCKEFELLER CENTER… The Christmas tree is beautifully lit for
the holiday season as crowds gather to enjoy the famous tree.

ate and State Assembly in their oppo-
sition to construction of the pipeline.

During the public comments sec-
tion of the meeting, several resi-
dents addressed the council, thank-
ing them for issuing the resolu-
tion.

Also during the public comments
section, resident Sharon Stockwell
addressed the council regarding the
demolition of a single-family dwell-
ing on Prospect Street. Ms. Stockwell
wished the council to delay the vote
for its demolition so the owner would
consider an alternate course of ac-
tion.

Councilman Sam Della Fera ex-
plained to Ms. Stockwell that the
town council had no authority in this
matter, as the dwelling was personal
property. Mr. Della Fera suggested
Ms. Stockwell organize the residents
on her block to apply for historic
preservation status, such as those
located in the Kimball Avenue Dis-
trict.

Finally, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea announced the council’s an-
nual reorganization meeting will be
held on Friday, January 2, at 6 p.m.
The meeting will be open to the pub-
lic.

The next town council confer-
ence session open to the public is
scheduled for Tuesday, January 13,
at 7p.m., at the municipal build-
ing, located at 425 East Broad
Street. The conference session will
be immediately followed by the
council’s regular public meeting
at 7:45 p.m.
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Westfield Police to Crack
Down on Drunk Drivers

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Police Department will again be crack-
ing down on drunk drivers as part of
the annual year end “Drive Sober or
Get Pulled Over” statewide campaign.

Beginning on December 5, 2014
and continuing through January 2,
2015, the Westfield Police Depart-
ment will be conducting increased
police patrols dedicated to looking for
motorists who may be driving while
intoxicated.

“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” is
a national effort which seeks to raise
awareness about the dangers of drink-
ing and driving through a combina-
tion of high-visibility police enforce-
ment and public education.

“This initiative can help save lives
at a time of the year when drunk
driving traditionally increases by
nearly 10 percent," stated Westfield
Police Chief David C. Wayman.

“It brings needed attention to the
serious consequences of drunk driv-
ing and highlights the grave dangers
that drunk drivers present to others,”
the chief added.

Last year, 22 percent of all motor

vehicle fatalities in New Jersey were
alcohol-related. Nationally, more than
10,000 people die each year in drunk
driving crashes.

Chief Wayman and the Westfield
Police Department offer the following
advice for a safe end of the year holi-
day season:

– Take mass transit, call a taxi ser-
vice or ask a sober friend to drive you
home;

– Spend the night where the activity
or party is held;

– If you see an impaired driver on
the road, contact local law enforce-
ment – your actions may save
someone’s life – and your inaction
could cost someone’s life;

– Always buckle-up, every ride –
it’s your best defense against a drunken
driver;

– If you are intoxicated and travel-
ing on foot, the safest way to get home
is to take a taxi or have a sober family
member or friend drive or escort you
to your doorstep;

– Be responsible – if someone you
know has been drinking, don’t let that
person get behind the wheel.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HOLY NIGHT... Angels are aglow around the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree
in New York City.

Council Passes Land Use,
Property Main. Ordinances

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee passed the final reading
of four ordinances Tuesday night —
the land development ordinance, an
ordinance to amend the expiration
date of certain licenses and permits,
the property maintenance code, and
an amended ordinance that includes
the powers and duties of the town-
ship administrator.

The land development ordinance
supplements Chapter 136 of the gen-
eral code, and has been in the revi-
sion stages for 10 years, Commis-
sioner Robert D’Ambola said. It sup-
ports the new master plan that was
adopted by the township committee
in 2009.

The planning board said in a letter
and at a recent meeting that the ordi-
nance is substantially consistent with
the master plan. The board made 10
recommendations for items for the
committee to clarify by way of the
zoning ordinance. Some of the items
included stricter foot candle require-
ments in commercial zones that are
adjacent to residential zones; consid-
eration of striking industrial and
manufacturing uses as a principal
permitted uses in the C-2 zone, as
well as consideration to deleting car
dealerships, hotels and motels as a
conditional use in the C-2 zone, and
consideration to allowing grocery
stores and restaurants as a principal
permitted use in the C-2 zone.

Resident and Cranford Downtown
Management Corporation member
Gary Goodman asked questions of
the township Planner Paul Ricci re-
garding the laws pertaining to prop-
erties in the downtown core and if
changes to the land development or-
dinance affect businesses that change
ownership and cause a non-conform-
ance.

“The zoning officer would deter-
mine a legal non-conforming use and
issue a permit,” Mr. Ricci said.

Mayor Andis Kalnins responded
by saying, “We would certainly look
at any recommendations as a possi-
bility of changing it next year.” He
went on to say he had brought up the
land development ordinance being
reviewed at every event he attended
this year.

Frank Krause, a resident of
Pittsfield Street, recommended to
the committee that it consider hav-
ing site plan reviews go before not
only the Board of Adjustment but
also the Planning Board and have a
requirement of the site plan be ap-
proved by the Planning Board be-
fore it goes before the Board of
Adjustment.

“(This requirement is) the only way
we can keep this town from going
downhill,” Mr. Krause said.

He accused the Board of Adjust-
ment for passing variance applica-
tions that he feels have deteriorated
the development of Cranford. He cited
the Citgo gas station on North Av-
enue, the two new banks on North
Avenue and town homes near the 555
South Avenue development as appli-
cations he felt that should not have
been granted.

“One of the reasons we passed this
year is to limit the interpretation,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

Joanne Pulaski, a resident of
Scherer Street, came before the com-
mittee again complaining about the
rat problem in her neighborhood. She
said there is still evidence of rats
since August.

“Can’t you help us?” pleaded Ms.
Pulaski.

The vacant home on Ms. Pulaski’s
block has been foreclosed, Township
Attorney Diane Dabulas said. Well
Fargo bank, who owns the property,
had sent someone inside the property

to inspect for rats, and that person
reported no rats in the house, Ms.
Dabulas said. Well Fargo has not given
the township permission to enter the
home, Ms. Dabulas said, but has con-
tinued to pursue the bank to get the
approval to enter the home.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said she would make calls on the
matter.

David Pringle, a lobbyist who
works for Clean Water Action, and
Cranford resident of Walnut Avenue,
after meeting with the committee
Monday, said he wanted to notify
residents that if they need legal as-
sistance with any bullying tactics
used by Pilgrim Pipeline Holdings
LLC. That they contact him and his
company could help. He said resi-
dents could call him at (908) 272-
8949, or come to his home.

The township has not passed a
resolution opposing the Pilgrim
Pipeline, a possible oil pipeline route
that would transport crude oil from
Albany, N.Y. to Linden, N.J. and
return to Albany the refined prod-
ucts.

Mr. Pringle said he found new in-
formation regarding oil spills in pipe-
lines. “Eighty percent of gallons
spilled in the U.S. have been from
pipelines and not barges or trains,”
Mr. Pringle said.

Mayor Kalnins said the committee
would most likely make a decision
on its stance on the pipeline early
next year.

Commissioner Robert D’Ambola
said residents who would like a tree
planted on their property can contact
the Department of Public Works
(DPW) at dpw@cranford.org. The
DPW has red oaks, honey locusts and
hornbeam trees.

Union County will push pack pav-
ing Springfield Avenue in Cranford
until the spring, Mr. D’Ambola said.
Cranford has completed paving
Herning and Brookdale Avenues and
is expected to begin the paving the
Southwest part of township  in the
spring.

The Cranford High School Cou-
gars football team’s record year and
competitive game at Met Life Sta-
dium was also congratulated amongst
the committee.

“I am very proud of them and the
residents for showing up at game,”
Ms. Adubato said. “It was exciting to
be there.”

Mayor Kalnins thanked the com-
mittee and staff for the work done
this year.

“We did accomplish a lot. It
wouldn’t have been without the staff
who do the work that makes the
town what it is,” Mayor Kalnins
said. “It has been an honor and
privilege to serve as mayor this
year.”

The committee will hold a brief
meeting on Tuesday, December 30
at 7 p.m. and a reorganization meet-
ing Thursday, January 1 at 1 p.m.
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Antique Cars
Mr. Nierstedt was not present for

the remark, having recused himself
earlier in the evening since, as a sit-
ting council member, he cannot vote
on use variances.

There were other light moments
during the good-natured hearing, as
well. When asked if Mr. Marano
planned to park his overflow cars on
the grass and if he anticipated that
would cause problems, Mr. Ingram
replied, “We’re not going to be doing
donuts in the grass.”

In other actions, before leaving the
meeting, Mr. Nierstedt said he was
aware that the board of education
(BOE) is required to submit a five-
year plan to the planning board. Plan-
ning board member Michael Vena
noted that the board has not seen a
plan from the BOE in at least eight
years, prompting Mr. Nierstedt to ask
that the planning board ask the BOE
to appear before the planning board
at its January meeting.

MS Council OKs Amending
Contract For Eng. Services

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Moun-
tainside Borough Council conducted
its final meeting of 2014 on Tuesday,
during which officials dealt with sev-
eral administration and financial mat-
ters.

The council unanimously voted to
amend the professional service con-
tract with M. Disko Associates for en-
gineering services. The increase was
needed in order to accommodate unex-
pected costs associated with extensive
road work in the community and a
large-scale road improvement project
by Elizabethtown Gas Company.

Council members also voted in favor
of accepting the borough engineer’s
recommendation that they refund tem-
porary sign permit fees paid by Uncle
Bob’s Self Storage, AmeriCare Physi-
cal Therapy, Alphagraphics and Olym-
pia Gymnastics. All of the businesses
have made their signage permanent
and are entitled to refunds under the
land use ordinance. In other land use
matters, the council conducted a sec-
ond reading and received no public
comment on the revisions to the regu-
lations regarding the construction of
fences, walls and sheds. Under the new
ordinance, zoning permits will be re-
quired for the construction of any fence
six feet or less in height and the con-
struction of any sheds or similar struc-
tures 100 square feet or less in size. No
fence or walls higher than six feet will
be allowed in residential areas or within
six inches of a property line or street
side line. Finally, Mayor Paul Mirabelli
reminded residents that information
regarding the new fees for zoning per-
mits has been posted on the borough’s
website.

In other business, the council voted
to approve a raffle application by the
Lions Eye Bank of New Jersey for an
on-premises raffle and a 50-50 off-
premises draw raffle, and also voted to
return $24,758 to the borough’s capital

budget. The amount represents the un-
expended funds allocated for the re-
placement of the boiler in Borough
Hall.

Councilwoman Deanna Andre re-
minded all residents that council
meetings, school information, sports
and other borough events are all avail-
able for viewing on Mountainside
TV, which can be found on YouTube,
and Mayor Mirabelli urged the pub-
lic to join the council at the annual
reorganization meeting which will
be held on Tuesday, January 6 at 7
p.m. During the reorganization meet-
ing new members of the police, fire
and rescue squad will be sworn in, as
will newly-reelected Councilman
Keith C. Turner and Councilwoman
Andre.


