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CF Planning Board OK’s
Land Development Ord.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The planning
board voted, 9 to 0, last Wednes-
day that the township’s new land
development ordinance is sub-
stantially consistent with the Mas-
ter Plan.

The board met with Zoning Of-
ficer Bob Hudak for a final review
of the proposed ordinance amend-
ing and supplementing the land
development ordinance. The
township committee had intro-
duced the ordinance and will have
a final reading on Tuesday, De-
cember 16.

After previous review and dis-
cussion, the board decided that
any items within the land devel-
opment ordinance the board
wished to have the township com-
mittee tackle in 2015 would be
contained in a letter attached to

the board’s recommendation to
approve the ordinance.

In regards to the flood zone in
the new ordinance, Board Chair-
woman Lynda Feder said, “I think
it gives the land use boards a little
bit more leverage in the flood
zone.”

“It really delineates it better,”
Mr. Hudak said.

The new ordinance takes into
consideration public safety when
developing in the flood zone, Ms.
Feder said. “That is a good thing,”
she noted.

During the public portion of the
meeting, resident Frank Krause
brought up his issue with the
North Avenue West corridor from
the movie theater to Lincoln Av-
enue. He has concerns with how
the board of adjustment has ap-
proved applications for the two
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RESIDENT’S CONCERNS… Cranford Resident Frank Krause addresses the
township’s planning board last Wednesday about his concerns with how the
Board of Adjustment has approved applications for the two new banks, Investors
Savings Bank to be built next to the Rustic Mill Diner and Two Rivers Bank on
the corner of Lincoln and North Avenues. He believes the front yard setbacks are
too shallow and that there is a public safety issue with ingress and egress of traffic
to the banks.

Kevin Keogh and his wife, Sh-
annon, during the public com-
ment portion of the meeting, told
the board the school district is
not following the law when it
comes to how it evaluates stu-
dents to be accepted into the
district’s gifted and talented pro-
gram, called The Pathways to
Excellence Program (P2E).

His daughter, a fifth grader,
has been denied acceptance into
the program, after last year her
teacher recommended the stu-
dent to the program, but the
child did not meet the test score
of 99 required on an IQ test. She
scored a 95.

Mr. Keogh said a state statute
requires multiple measures in
evaluating a student for a gifted
and talented program. A single
IQ test is against the state stat-
ute, he said.

His daughter has a 99 average in
her grades, and had a perfect
math score and a score of 237 in
Language Arts on the NJASK. He
said the district requires a student
to have a “270 split” between the
two subjects. He said his daughter
“outpaced the other two” peers
currently in the P2E program. He
asked the board to consider evalu-
ating her NJASK score against
those two students as criteria in
her acceptance to the program.

“My daughter wants to be in
this program and that is why we
are here,” Mr. Keogh said.

The Keoghs inquired about get-
ting their daughter into the pro-
gram again this year and they
were told she had to take an-
other form of an IQ test.

The Keoghs moved to Cranford
with their four children over a
year ago. At her previous school,
their daughter was accepted into
the gifted and talented program.

Resident Nicole Lachenauer
asked the BOE its progress in
including a keyboard instruction
class at the Hillside Avenue
School. She said she and other
concerned parents have been

asking for a long time to have a
class be a part of the daily in-
struction or offered as an after-
school class. She said her daugh-
ter and other students are not
ready for high school or college
because they do not know how to
type fluently.

This lack of keyboard skills also
plays a part in a new state test,
where students will need to use a
keyboard, Mr. Caulfield said. The
inclusion of a program is in the
review stages, he stated.

The board voted, 6-1-1, to ap-
prove a physical education and
health policy. Board member
Trevor Shaw voted against the
policy. He said he did not agree
with the wording of the policy,
stating that a student involved in
a school sport would need a writ-
ten note from a coach. He said
students who are actively play-
ing a sport during the marking
period should automatically be

removed by the time the new
fence is ready to be installed, the
borough contractor would remove
them before installing the new
one.

The decision of whether to re-
move the asphalt driveway or let it
remain and merely remove the
existing fence and replace it with
one on the correct property line
was deferred at a suggestion by
Councilman Bill Nierstedt, who said
the matter could be addressed at
a later date.

He recommended the council go
forth with enclosing the park and
decide the driveway issue another
time.

In other matters, Finance Com-
mittee Chairwoman Sara Todisco
put forth the panel’s suggestion to
update the ordinance that regu-
lates school crossing guards. She
noted the guards’ pay was based
on a four-and-a-half-hour day for

excused from gym.
Board member Camille

Widdows abstained, saying she
understood Mr. Shaw’s opinion
as well as those who favored the
policy. Board member JoAnne
Boyle voted yes, she said, in light
that the policy will be further
reviewed. She said there are flaws
to the policy, stating she be-
lieves students excused from gym
should be taking a class rather
than a study period, and that a
dance class should be counted as
a student’s gym time.

At the start of the meeting, Art
Brownlee, a freshman music stu-
dent at Lincoln School, played
the trumpet for the BOE. A win-
ter concert is scheduled for Thurs-
day, December 18, at 11:15 a.m.,
at Lincoln School.

The board of education will meet
next on Monday, January 5, 2015,
at 8 p.m., for its reorganization
meeting.

working morning, lunch and after-
noon shifts, but the lunch break is
no longer required, so the guards
actually work a two-and-a-half-
hour day.

The Finance Committee’s rec-
ommendation is to keep the exist-
ing guards under the old terms,
paid at $13.25 an hour, but to
phase out those terms through
attrition. New guards would be
paid $17.50 per hour based on a
two-and-a-half-hour day. Alter-
nates would be paid $17 per hour.

The recommendation would save
Garwood $3,133 per year for ev-
ery new hire, Ms. Todisco said.

Councilman Jim Mathieu ex-
pressed concern about continuing
the current status with regard to
unemployment compensation. He
said the borough is essentially
falsely reporting to state authori-
ties that the guards regularly work
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