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creative framing
Art • Framing • Gifts • Home Accents • Unique Jewelry

Conservation Framing • Sports Memorabilia & Jerseys
Shadow Boxes • Graduation Diplomas • Mirrors

Corporate & Home Consultations

Jewelry Trunk Show
Saturday, December 13th

12pm – 5pm

Visit our website to view merchandise &
upcoming events: www.simplyartandframes.com

908-272-3030

Mon 12-4; Tues, Wed & Fri 10-6; Thurs 10-7; Sat 10-5

Featuring Beautiful Handmade
Jewelry by Pat Pastore

11 North Union Avenue, Cranford

World-Class Musicians to Play
Chamber Music at Local Sites

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey

WESTFIELD – If you’re wonder-
ing where you can hear world-re-
nowned musicians without the in-
convenience and expense of travel-
ing to New York City, look no fur-
ther than Maplewood and Westfield,
N.J.!

On Sunday, December 21, 2014,
Mostly Music, a prestigious chamber
music series with a 35-year legacy,
will offer concerts featuring Cham-
ber Music Society of Lincoln Center
violinist Ani Kavafian and New York
Philharmonic Principal cellist Carter
Brey. Concerts will be held at 2:30
p.m. at the Morrow Memorial Meth-
odist Church, 600 Ridgewood Road
in Maplewood, and at 7:30 p.m. at
Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Among New Jersey’s finest cul-
tural resources, Mostly Music offers
a unique experience for its listeners.
In addition to being held in a friendly,
intimate setting, the performers dis-
cuss the compositions and compos-
ers as well as their experiences re-
hearsing the music.

In addition to her position with the
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln
Center, Ani Kavafian is Professor of
Violin at Yale University. Through-
out her career, she has performed
with leading orchestras, including the
New York Philharmonic and orches-
tras of Philadelphia, Cleveland, San
Francisco and Detroit. Carter Brey is
a faculty member at the Curtis Insti-
tute of Music. In addition to his posi-
tion with the New York Philharmonic
since 1996, he has been a soloist with
many major orchestras. He performs
regularly with world-class chamber
ensembles such as the Emerson and
Tokyo string quartets.

Mostly Music tickets are reasonably
priced at $25 for adults and $22 for
seniors. Students age 21 and younger
are invited to attend FREE. For direc-
tions and more information about
Mostly Music, the performers and pro-
gram, please visit mostlymusic.org or
call (973) 762-0108.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

HOLIDAY TUNES...Dr. Thomas Connors will conduct the Westfield Commu-
nity Concert Band for its 24th annual Holiday Concert on Wednesday, December
17 at 7:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate School in Westfield.

Community Concert Band,
Broadway Singers To Perform

NJWA Holiday Performance
To be Held at Redeemer

Messiah Sing to be Held
At Presbyterian Church

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Rec-
reation Department will host its 24th
Annual Holiday Concert featuring the
Westfield Community Concert Band
and the Edison Intermediate School
Broadway Singers on Wednesday, De-
cember 17, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. at Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield.
This free public concert culminates a
year-long series of performances by
the Westfield Community Concert
Band in celebration of the band’s
102nd anniversary concert season.

Highlighting a program of holiday
favorites, the band will open the con-
cert with the Leroy Anderson classic,
“Sleigh Ride”.  Anderson began com-
posing Sleigh Ride during a July,
1946 heat wave. He completed this
popular selection for the Boston Pop’s
1948 concert season.  Anderson in-
tended the composition to depict the
imagery of a traditional sleigh ride
from long ago. “Sleigh Ride” contin-
ues to be the most played song on
radio during the Christmas season.

Cecil Frances Alexander wrote a
number of little poems and hymns,
including her most famous collec-
tion, published in 1848 – Hymns for
Little Children. It was here that “Once
in Royal David’s City” first appeared.
A year later, H. J. Gauntlett discov-
ered Mrs. Alexander’s poem and set
it to music. The city, of course, is
Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus
and of His ancestor King David. The
band performs Philip Sparke’s con-
temporary arrangement of this
longstanding church hymn.

The band continues its program
with “Chanukah is Here”, a medley of
well-known Chanukah songs, includ-
ing “Chanukah, Chanukah” and “I
Had A Little Dreydl”, followed by
Claude Smith’s “Rhapsody on Christ-
mas Carols”, commissioned by the
prestigious United States Marine
Band for use with their holiday pro-
grams. This challenging Christmas
medley is one of the most distinctive
holiday works and combines many
favorite carols in a style that is unique
to the composer. This selection in-
cludes “Deck the Halls”,
“Greensleeves” and “Joy to the
World”.

The band will premier its perfor-
mance of “John Rutter’s Christmas”,
a compilation of select Christmas
Carols by renowned British choral
composer, John Rutter.  Born in, Lon-
don in 1945, Rutter has become one
of the most prolific composers of
choral music and has become known
around the world through his record-

ings with his own choir, the Cam-
bridge Singers, on his own record
label, Collegium Records.  Rutter
holds many accolades, including an
honorary Fellow of the Westminster
Choir College in Princeton, New Jer-
sey.  The band will perform this con-
temporary arrangement of Rutter’s
best known choral compositions.

The program will conclude with a
joint performance of Irving Berlin’s
“White Christmas” with the Edison
Broadway Singers.  The Edison
Broadway Singers will also perform
a selection of holiday music featuring
the choir’s unique arrangements and
choreography.

The Westfield Community Con-
cert Band is conducted by Dr. Tho-
mas Connors, now in his tenth season
with the band.  Westfield music edu-
cators Kenneth M. Horn and Steven
Markowski, a vocal specialist in the
Westfield School District, co- direct
the Edison Broadway Singers. The
concert is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department, Bruce
Kaufman, Director.

Members of the Westfield Com-
munity Concert Band recently par-
ticipated in Westfield’s Holiday Tree
Lighting event, performing traditional
Christmas music as a festive back-
drop for the lighting of the Christmas
tree at the north side Westfield train
station along with a special appear-
ance by Santa and Mrs. Claus for
hundreds of families in attendance.
As the band completes its milestone
102nd concert season, the band con-
tinues to seek out area musicians to
perform a wide variety of concert
band literature for its many area con-
cert events.  Interested musicians
should contact Dr. Connors through
the band’s website,
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.
The band rehearses each Wednesday
evening from 7:15 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
in the community room located in the
Westfield Municipal Building 425
East Broad Street.

Local Performers to Appear
In Music Man In Concert

WESTFIELD – The Music Man In
Concert, a benefit to be performed at
Westfield’s historic Presbyterian
Church in January, will feature sev-
eral accomplished performers famil-
iar to Westfield and Cranford area
theatergoers.

The concert is being held to raise
funds to support New Jersey Youth
Theatre (NJYT) and its free, profes-
sional summer training program for
aspiring young talent. That program,
now in its 23rd year, has produced a
multitude of students who have gone
on to successful theatrical careers, in-
cluding several on Broadway.

The Music Man In Concert, will be
performed Friday, January 30 and Sat-
urday, January 31, with both shows at
7 p.m. It will feature 33 performers of
all ages, most of them current or former
participants in NJYT.

Cynthia Meryl, NJYT’s Artistic Di-
rector and a Broadway veteran, is di-
recting the show and also plays the
role of Eulalie, the wife of the mayor
of River City, Iowa.

“We are so fortunate to have such a
spectacularly talented cast for this
show. With 21 out of 23 years of NJYT
alumni represented, it’s almost like a
reunion,” she said. Ms. Meryl is a
longtime resident of Westfield with
her husband Ted Agress, who is
NJYT’s Executive Director and also a
veteran of Broadway.

Zach Love, a 2012 graduate of
Cranford High School, will play
Marcellus, the role portrayed by Buddy
Hackett in the 1962 movie. Mr. Love
is a junior at Muhlenberg College. He
was most recently seen as the
lovestruck cowboy Will Parker in
NJYT’s summer production of Okla-
homa!, which played to rave reviews
in both Manasquan’s Algonquin Arts
Theatre and the Bickford Theatre in
Morristown.

Maureen Monroe of Cranford will
play Mrs. Paroo, another principal role.
Ms. Monroe has performed with a range
of regional companies including the
Opera Company of Boston, and has
sung oratorio and orchestral concerts
across the Northeast, including perfor-
mances at Boston’s Symphony Hall
and the Tanglewood Festival. Locally,
she is a board member of the Cranford
Dramatic Club and has appeared in
numerous shows there and at other
local production companies.

“I can’t think of a nicer way for
people and their families to spend a
cold January evening than to come
enjoy the warmth and fun of The Mu-
sic Man,” said Ms. Monroe. “And by
buying a ticket, the audience also gets
to support a very important cause -
NJYT’s performing arts program,
which  enables talented young people
from all over the state to receive pro-
fessional training.”

The show’s younger performers in-
clude Ethan Berman and Alyrie
Silverman, both of Westfield. Mr.
Berman is an eighth grader at
Roosevelt Intermediate School who
recently played a lead role in its fall
drama, The Mystery at Whimbowly

Manor. Mr. Berman will play the role
of Winthrop, the lovable lisping boy
portrayed by a young Ron Howard in
The Music Man movie. SMs. ilverman,
a fifth grader at Franklin Elementary
School, will play the role of the young
piano student Amaryllis.

Fanwood native Katy Cockrell will
play the role of Ethel. Ms. Cockrell is
a 2009 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and a recent
graduate of New York University’s
Tisch School of the Arts, where she
received a BFA in Drama from Play-
wrights Horizons Theater School. Ms.
Cockrell charmed audiences with her
portrayal of Aunt Eller in NJYT’s
Oklahoma! this summer.

Erica Morreale, a 2012 graduate of
Cranford High School now attending
Muhlenberg College, will be part of
the show’s ensemble. In addition to
playing the lead role of Laurie in
NJYT’s Oklahoma!, Morreale won a
Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star
Award in 2009 for her role as Bonnie
in Anything Goes.

Also in the ensemble are Travis
Przybylski, a 2011 graduate of
Westfield High School and current
Rider University student whose cred-
its include the role of Action in NJYT’s
2013 production of West Side Story;
Sierra Ciasco, a fifth grader at
Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield; Marion Petite, a student at
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark; and Brenden Scalea and
Veronica Walton, Cranford High
School students who appeared in the
school’s 2014 production of Grease,
which received multiple Rising Star
Award nominations.

The ensemble also will feature ex-
perienced local-area performers who
are veterans of NJYT’s summer pro-
gram, including Lindsay-Rose
Sinclair, a 2003 graduate of Westfield
High School and lead singer of local
musical group The Sinclar Blues Band,
and Robyn Lee Horn of Plainfield, a
theatre teacher at the Union Country
Academy for Performing Arts in
Scotch Plains whose credits include a
role in Children of Eden at the Paper
Mill Playhouse.

Supported by a 20-piece onstage
band, the concert will feature all the
songs from Meredith Willson’s be-
loved 1957 musical, including, “Till
There Was You,” “(Ya Got) Trouble,”
and “Seventy-Six Trombones.” In
keeping with the beauty of the Presby-
terian Church sanctuary, performers
will be dressed in semi-formal attire.

Tickets, which start at $20, are al-
ready on sale. They are available via
phone at (800) 838-3006 or online at
www.musicmanconcert.bpt.me.

In addition to its free summer pro-
gram, NJYT offers year-round classes
in acting, dance, musical theatre and
voice during the school year to chil-
dren ages eight to 18 from all over the
state. Classes are held at the NJYT
studios at 172 W. Westfield Avenue in
Roselle Park, just ten minutes from
downtown Westfield and five minutes
from downtown Cranford.

WINTER WONDERLAND CONCERT...Members of the McKinley Melodies
perform “Do You Want to Build a Snowman” at the recent Winter Concert at
McKinley Elementary School in Westfield.  Pictured, from left to right, are:
Triselle Juatco, Molly Reilly, Payton Silverman, Rachel Weiner, Samantha Katz
and Anna Rickard.

Intergenerational Orchestra
To Perform at Sunday Concert

Christmas Tree
Disposal Service

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Choir and Band will once again
be holding its Christmas tree pick up
fundraiser.

Proceeds will go directly to the 2015
choir and band trips to Scotland/En-
gland and Austria/Czech Republic.

Pick up is scheduled for Saturday,
January 3, 2015 with a Saturday, Janu-
ary 10 snow date; high school music
students will remove the tree from
curbside and transport to the conserva-
tion center. This service is available to
Westfield residents at $15 per tree;
additional donations are greatly appre-
ciated.

Please make checks payable to WHS
Music, cash is also accepted.  Reserva-
tion can be made via email to
whschristmastrees@gmail.com, by
Thursday, January 1. Please include
your last name, address and a phone
number.

WESTFIELD – Various string
groups associated with the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
will play a variety of seasonal  music
at a Holiday Performance at Re-
deemer Lutheran Church, 229
Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield on
Sunday, December 14 at 2 p.m.

The musicians who will perform
include violin students from the
Sundance School in North Plainfield,
the Parent/Partner string class from
Sundance School, the NJWA violin
students of Dr. Ted Schlosberg, NJWA
Founder and Executive Director, and

the Wednesday Morning Strings, the
adult  NJWA ensemble of violin, viola,
cello and string bass players.

According to Dr. Schlosberg, “The
performance will include a wide vari-
ety of music, including seasonal se-
lections.”

Although there is no admission
charge, free-will donations will be
gratefully accepted.

For additional information, call
(908) 789-9696, visit the NJWA stu-
dios at 150-152 East Broad
Street,Westfield, or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

 WESTFIELD – A combined cho-
rus of The Choral Art Society of New
Jersey and The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield choirs will lead a Mes-
siah Community Sing, with soloists,
and organist Ed Alstrom, in The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield at 3
p.m. on Sunday, December 14. Mar-
tin Sedek, Musical Director, will con-
duct the beloved Handel oratorio.

The Messiah Community Sing is a
Westfield area tradition, and an ideal
way to kick off the holiday season.
Audience members are invited to
bring scores, or borrow one of ours at
the door, and join in the singing of
choruses, or simply come to listen.
Come as you are, and prepare to have
a grand time making a big joyful
noise! Admission is $10 at the door.

Martin Sedek, educated at Berklee
College of Music and Montclair State
University, has studied conducting
with David Callahan, William
Weinert, Craig Hella Johnson, and
Heather J. Buchanan. Mr. Sedek
founded and conducted the Berklee
Concert Choir in Boston in 2007 and
is currently on the choral and theory
faculties at Montclair State
University’s Cali School of Music,
where he serves as Assistant Director
of Choral Studies and Visiting Pro-
fessor of Theory & Aural Skills is in
his third season as Musical Director
of the Choral Art Society.

For information about the Choral
Art Society of New Jersey, visit
website www.casofnj.org or call (908)
654-5737.

PLAINFIELD – Share the joy of the
holidays with family and friends at a
special family concert featuring festive
music of the season. The children’s
matinee concert of “Toys and Other
Magic” will be performed by the New
Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra
(NJIO) on Sunday, December 14 at 3
p.m. at St. Bernard and St. Stanislaus
Church, 1235 George Street in
Plainfield. The program will be per-
formed without an intermission and
includes family-friendly music, a
children's play-along piece, and post-
concert interactive instrument petting
zoo, where kids “try out” several differ-
ent orchestral musical instruments un-
der the guidance of one of the
intergenerational musicians of the or-
chestra.  Admission is free.

NJIO, whose musicians have ranged
in age from five to 93, is one of the
nation’s renowned intergenerational
orchestras, known for the superior qual-
ity of its music and recognized for
excellence in its intergenerational pro-
gramming.  Artistic Director and Con-
ductor Warren Cohen will lead the af-
ternoon program which includes Over-
ture to Judas Maccabeus, considered

one of Handel's finest oratorios (a story
told with voice and orchestra) and has
remained one of his best known works.
It is also significant as this was the first
positive portrayal of a Jewish hero in
European music or literature.

Also included in the afternoon pro-
gram is Corelli’s Concerto Grosso in G
minor, also known as the Christmas
Concerto, with its beautifully elaborate
texture crafted from the violin and cello
solos, and its Neapolitan Christmas
Carol theme.  Several familiar Leroy
Anderson holiday pieces will also be
presented, including the catchy Sleigh
Ride, the waltzing Song of the Bells,
and The Christmas Festival, which was
written for the Boston Pops combining
several Carols with the tune of Jingle
Bells. The program also includes
Reinecke’s Toy Symphony, originally
written in jest, thus allowing the com-
poser to engage in all sorts of musical
hijinks, including odd sound effects,
unusual harmonies and silly percussion
and wind parts which will be contrib-
uted by the audience with toy instru-
ments that NJIO will provide to them.

NJIO bridges the generations through
music and brings artistic excellence to
our communities by presenting con-
certs at local venues and outreach per-
formances at senior and health care
facilities. NJIO provides education and
performance opportunities for people
of all ages that would like to be part of
an orchestra or ensemble. Our mem-
bers are all ages and all abilities, who
learn side by side with experienced
players and professional musicians who
mentor their fellow performers. For
more information regarding this con-
cert or patron services, please contact
Mary Beth Sweet, info@njio.org or
(908) 603-7691.

NJYS Presents
December Concerts

NEW PROVIDENCE – The New
Jersey Youth Symphony (NJYS) pre-
sents three concerts in December in
New Providence and Mendham. The
Youth Orchestra and Youth Symphony,
made up of students in grades seven
through 12, will perform selections from
Bizet's Carmen Suite, Marquez's
Danzon No. 2 and Mahler's Symphony
No. 1 among other works, at New Provi-
dence High School, 35 Pioneer Drive
in New Providence, on Friday, Decem-
ber 12 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $20 for
adults and $15 for students and seniors,
available by calling (908) 771-5544.

The NJYS Chamber Music Recital
will take place in Burgdorff Hall at
NJYS, 570 Central Avenue in New
Providence, on Sunday, December 14
at 3 p.m. The concert is free and open to
the public. The NJYS Percussion En-
semble will perform contemporary
works on instruments ranging from
frame drums and classic percussion to
wooden boxes and trash cans at West
Morris Mendham High School, 65 East
Main Street in Mendham on Sunday,
December 14 at 4 p.m. The concert is
free and open to the public.

The NJYS, the orchestral and en-
semble affiliate of Wharton Music Cen-
ter, features fourteen ensembles, avail-
able by audition for students in grades
three through 12. Its premiere ensemble,
Youth Symphony, was awarded first
place in the prestigious 2014 Summa
Cum Laude International Youth Music
Festival and has appeared in such inter-
nationally renowned concert halls as
Carnegie Hall in New York City and
Musikverein in Vienna.

Located in Berkeley Heights and New
Providence, New Jersey, Wharton
Music Center and New Jersey Youth
Symphony serve students from thirteen
counties.


