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SEVENTY FIVE CENTS

Westfield BOE Bids Farewell to
Roseanne Kurstedt, Ann Ormsby
By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday
evening, the board of education bid
a fond farewell to Vice-President
Rosanne Kurstedt, a three-year veteran, and Ann Ormsby, who has
served for nearly 10 years.
Richard Mattessich, board president, presented both women with
citations honoring their contributions to the board. They also were
presented with flower arrange-

ments. Ms. Kurstedt said she was
stepping down for family reasons
and thanked the board and the public for supporting her.
“When I ran for the board, I didn’t
know it would be for one term, but
now it’s time for my family,” she
said.
Ms. Ormsby, who had served for
nine years, three months and two
days, thanked the community at
large, all of the board members and
former member Jane Clancy. “All

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader

THANK YOU…Garwood Councilman Mike Martin presents Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi with a plaque honoring her for her four years of service at the Dec.
9 council meeting. Mayor-elect Charles Lombardo takes over next month.

GW Council Discusses
Encroachments on AFC
By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
on Tuesday unanimously adopted revised regulations governing the new
athletic field complex, which officially
opens on Sunday.
The regulations, which govern all
parks in Garwood, were discussed at
length in a special meeting of the council on November 13 and stipulate matters such as hours of operation and fees
charged.
A separate resolution removing designated smoking areas and banning
smoking in all public parks also passed
unanimously.
Despite Sunday’s ribbon cutting,
Borough Engineer Don Guarriello updated the council on three issues of
residents encroaching onto the complex boundaries, including one home
on Myrtle Avenue where the asphalt
driveway extends 12 feet into the park.
Additionally, the driveway is bordered
by a fence that also exists on borough
property. Other instances deal with fencing that extend over the property line “a
couple of feet,” according to Mr.
Guarriello.
Council members directed Mr.
Guarriello and Borough Administrator

Christina Ariemma to notify the residents of the infringements and give
them 60 days to remove the encroachments.
The borough intends to surround the
park, formally renamed the Garwood
Sports and Recreation Complex, with
chain link fencing, which Mr. Guarriello
admitted under questioning from resident Bruce Paterson was not included
in the specifications for the project.
The borough will seek bids for the
approximately 500 feet of fencing,
which, according to Mr. Guarriello, is
expected to cost about $30 per foot or
roughly $15,000.
If the encroaching fences are not
removed by the time the new fence is
ready to be installed, the borough contractor would remove them before installing the new one.
The decision of whether to remove
the asphalt driveway or let it remain
and merely remove the existing fence
and replace it with one on the correct
property line was deferred at a suggestion by Councilman Bill Nierstedt, who
said the matter could be addressed at a
later date.
He recommended the council go
forth with enclosing the park and deCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

MAKING HIS POINT... Township resident Kevin Keogh tells the Cranford
Board of Education that they are not following the law when it comes to how the
district evaluates students to be accepted into the district’s gifted and talented
program, called The Pathways to Excellence Program (P2E).

of the members care about the community, the district and the kids,”
she said. She also thanked her family.
The board then heard the auditor’s
report from Robert Morrison, of
Hodilukand Morrison, P.A., who
gave the district a clean bill of
health. He praised Business Administrator Dana Sullivan and the
business office for their cooperation and compliance. He said the
report is unmodified and accurate.
Westfield High School Assistant
Principal Derrick Nelson then gave
a talk on the change in the testing
schedule for the coming year’s
PARCC (Partners for Assessment
of Readiness for College and Careers), PBA (Performance-Based
Assessment) and EOY (End of Year)
tests. He said the schedule was arranged to allow students minimal
loss of classroom time while testing was in progress. Mr. Nelson
said during the testing period all
students and faculty would share a
common lunch period, between 11
and 11:55 a.m. Specific details for
the testing, which is to take place in
March and April, can be found on
the district’s website.
The board voted to accept a gift
of $20,069 from the Franklin Elementary School PTO for the purchase of gym equipment; two Epson
projectors; reading subscriptions;
document cameras and other classroom equipment. The board also
voted to accept a gift of $1,750
from the Westfield Coalition for the
Arts to the Westfield High School
Music Department to purchase choir
robes. Additionally, the board voted
to accept a gift of a student model
Bundy flute case from Robin Ince,
a Franklin School nurse, to be used
by the school’s music department.
The next meeting of the board
will be a re-organization meeting
and will take place on Tuesday,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

LIGHT THAT TREE… Members of local Girl Scout troops sing in front of Mountainside’s Christmas tree on New
Providence Road at the Borough Hall Complex, which was lit on Sunday night.

Scotch Plains Manager to Leave
Position on December 31
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Jerry Giaimis will leave his
position at the end of the year, setting
the stage for the appointment next
year of the fifth full-time manager
since the 2008 retirement of longtime manager Thomas Atkins.
The township council last week
approved — on a 3-to-2 party-line
vote — the terms of Mr. Giaimis’
separation agreement, which calls for
him to receive 21 weeks of pay as
well as township-provided healthcare
coverage next year.
When the council voted to appoint
Mr. Giaimis in July 2013, the two

Cranford BOE Reports
On Full-Day Kindergarten
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of education (BOE) on Monday presented a
report based on recent information garnered by the Full-Day Kindergarten
Task Force.
In Union County, Berkeley Heights,
New Providence, Cranford and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood do not provide fullday kindergarten, according to the report. Westfield provides a half-day kindergarten with a tuition-based option
wrap-around program to extend the
day. Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Cranford school districts are investigating a
full-day program. Summit has instituted a trial full-day kindergarten where
students are enrolled by lottery and it is
a tuition-based program. The 12 remaining districts in Union County provide a full-day kindergarten.
The two challenges of providing fullday kindergarten throughout the district are space and the 2-percent budget
cap, the report states. The cost to start
the program is estimated at $828,059,
which includes salaries and benefits
for teachers and classroom assistants.
One of the many comments from the
Task Force is that for a kindergartner to
achieve success in the Common Core
standards a full-day kindergarten is
imperative. A two-and-a-half-hour day
is too short to teach the Common Core
standards, the report found.
The Task Force agreed that a highquality kindergarten would include a
full-day program, increased learning
and socialization time, daily math and
reading, frequent choice and play, exploration and language development.
A sample schedule showed that the
math learning time would double from
the current 20 minutes to 40 minutes,

and there would be the addition of a 30minute writing workshop period, and a
40-minute Specials period. Choice
Time also would be increased. There
additionally would be a morning meeting and rest/reading time.
The Task Force is to create subcommittees to examine options that could
result in providing a full-day kindergarten. Those options include redistricting, a tuition-based program, referendum costs, school and town facilities, slow school district expansion
options, and creative scheduling.
“This Task Force is really in it for the
long haul, and will look at what we can
do incrementally,” Superintendent
Gayle Carrick said.
The Task Force also is looking for
additional resident volunteers, Ms.
Carrick said, and anyone interested can
contact the BOE.
A pilot report card, that will be a new
form of student report cards to conform
to standards, is to be in place for the
third marking period, BoardVice-President Michael Caulfield said.
In Superintendent Carrick’s Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB)
report for the sixth month period from
January to June, most of the reports
came from grades 6 to 9. There were 21
HIB reports during the period. Of the
21, 17 were verbal abuse, 10 were
special-education cases, and three dealt
with race. There was one report dealing
with a gay-bashing issue, which is a
decline, Ms. Carrick said.
Ms. Carrick said the Character Education Committee’s “efforts have made
a significant impact in decreasing those
negative comments (of gay bashing).”
Kevin Keogh and his wife, Shannon,
during the public comment portion of

Democratic and two Republican
members voted in his favor while
Democratic Mayor Kevin Glover
voted no, questioning Mr. Giaimis’
experience and saying that he “didn’t
feel comfortable with him being put
at the helm.” Since that time, the
mayor and the manager have clashed
on a number of issues, including this
year’s municipal and capital budgets,
Mr. Giaimis’ purchasing practices,
conditions at some parks and what
the mayor complained was a lack of
communication between Mr. Giaimis
and himself. With a supportive Republican council majority this year,
Mr. Giaimis’ position was considered safe, but the Democrats’ success
in last month’s election in winning
control of the council in 2015 likely
foretold Mr. Giaimis’ future.
While he knew he was entering a
“tenuous situation” when he joined
the municipal government 18 months
ago, Mr. Giaimis told The Westfield
Leader that he was “excited about the
possibility to restore stability to the
manager’s position and do so consistent with the best practices and ethics
that govern my profession.”
He expressed satisfaction that, “I
always performed my duties consistent with those principles and will
depart knowing that my 18-month
tenure included good government and

positive progress in many areas,” including adoption this year of a “responsible budget,” successful contract negotiations with the major labor unions without the need for mediation or arbitration, “significant”
technological upgrades in some areas, reform of purchasing practices
“to adhere to best practices and ethics” and more work on upgrading the
Shady Rest Country Club facility and
the Terry-Lou Zoo property in the
past 18 months “than have been done
in decades prior.”
Mr. Giaimis admitted to the “political realities that come along with
this profession. Whether it is right or
wrong is for the public to decide,” he
added, “but I am proud of my time
here.”
Speaking to The Leader this week
about Mr. Giaimis’ severance package, Mayor Glover — who along
with fellow Democrat Colleen
Gialanella voted against the separation agreement — called its terms
“excessive” and said it was “harmful
to the taxpayers of Scotch Plains.”
State statute mandates a three-month
minimum for severance pay in cases
like this. The mayor criticized the
three council Republicans who favored the agreement, saying they had
exercised no fiscal responsibility.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

O, COME ALL YE FAITHFUL...On Sunday, the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield's live nativity event featured a live child as the baby Jesus. With Mary,
played by Frederique Finley and Joseph, played Ryan Finley, it was only
natural that their nine-month old child Kataleya would be bundled up to be the
Christ child. Hot chocolate and cookies were served by members of the confirm
and class of 2015.
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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS
The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
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• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands
and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social
Worker at no charge

(908) 448-2230

County to Start Program
For Documented Persons
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

A SUPER SUNDAY… Super Sunday, the annual fund-raising phonathon and
day of community building in support of the United Jewish Appeal Campaign of
Greater MetroWest NJ (UJA), was held at the Scotch Plains JCC. Local
politicians helping out on the phone banks included, from left to right, Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit), Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield), Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) and Union County
Freeholders Bruce Bergen and Al Mirabelli.

Report Questions Actions in
Darby Road Permit Process
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — An independent report criticizes the township
building department and its head, Robert LaCosta, for how the permitting
process was handled for the Darby
Road restaurant when it held its threeday St. Patrick’s Day celebration last
March.
Since opening in October 2012, the
Park Avenue pub has held several large
multi-day events — most recently the
weekend of Oktoberfest two months
ago and the two-week World Cup
viewing parties in June — that have
drawn crowds to the downtown business district and also resulted in complaints about noise from a homeowner
who lives behind the restaurant. Two
days before its St. Patrick’s Day weekend event last March, Darby Road’s
owners were told by township officials that additional permits were
needed in connection with a large tent
that was set up for patrons. One needed
permit was a special use permit that
had to be issued by the township council, which was not set to meet in the
days before the event.
The report stated that “municipal
officials tacitly advised the restaurant
owners that the event could proceed,
but then heavily fined Darby Road for
proceeding.” The report added that,
“because of the actions of the building
department, the most important inspection necessary to protect the health
and welfare of attendees” — the fire
inspection — was never done. The
restaurant’s owners, dismayed at the
township’s actions, contacted municipal officials about their treatment and
also expressed concern that there may
have been political interference in the
process.
The 20-page report, authored by
attorney Richard Cushing of the
Gebhardt & Kiefer law firm in Clinton
and undertaken at the behest of Township Manager Jerry Giaimis, concludes
that Darby Road’s complaints about
its treatment this year “seem to be well
justified.” The report said the township had put up “unannounced roadblocks” and then had fined Darby
Road an initial $8,000 “for doing the
same thing it had done the year before” when it held a St. Patrick’s Day
event with no problems involving permits.
Mr. Cushing’s report sets out two
explanations for what occurred, one
being “a highhanded lack of concern
for local businesses by the building
department,” and the second, “a much
more troubling one,” according to the
report, “an intentional effort to punish
a local business for political ends.”
The report states that Mr. LaCosta’s
failure to notify Darby Road of the
need for various permits “was done
purposefully,” perhaps to placate the
resident who had complained about
noise from Darby Road events.
Mr. LaCosta declined to speak to
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
but his attorney at the Schiller &
Pittinger law firm provided a statement to the newspaper saying that,
“the management of Scotch Plains by
its council and manager has been dysfunctional for several years. This investigation was the result of that dysfunction.”
The statement also claimed that,
“clearly, the investigation was undertaken to attempt to demonstrate that a
certain council member conspired with
the owner of an Irish pub in Fanwood
to attempt to stop the St. Patrick’s Day
event by Darby Road in Scotch Plains.”
In his report, Mr. Cushing — who
interviewed several township officials
including Mr. LaCosta, Mr. Giaimis,
Darby Road owner Joseph Mortarulo,
Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis and Police
Chief Brian Mahoney — details testimony from Mr. Mahoney about a conversation he had in March with Brian

Walters, the owner of Oh Brian’s Pour
House in Fanwood, which had held a
St. Patrick’s Day event a week prior to
the Darby Road event. Prior to Darby
Road being cited for permit violations, Mr. Walters told Mr. Mahoney
that Mayor Kevin Glover had told him
that the special use permit was being
withheld intentionally so as to cause
problems for Darby Road.
Calling Mr. Walters’statements “extremely troublesome,” if true, the report questioned how the mayor learned
of the intent to withhold permits. Under Scotch Plains’ form of government, “the mayor is not supposed to
be communicating directly with subordinate officials, but is required to go
through the manager,” the report stated,
adding that if the mayor and Mr.
LaCosta were in contact about withholding permits, “this is a serious
breach of municipal protocol and raises
significant questions as to government
operations in Scotch Plains.”
The report also takes note of a text
message from the mayor to Mr. Walters
congratulating him on the Pour House
event and adding, in reference to the
upcoming Darby Road event, “You
won’t catch me dead there!” Chief
Mahoney also was one of the recipients of the text message chain between the Pour House and the mayor.
When Mr. Mahoney asked Mr. Walters
about the mayor’s comments, Mr.
Walters explained that he had a conversation with Mayor Glover, who
told Mr. Walters that Darby Road “was
going to get into trouble; they do not
have proper permits and the mayor
had made sure they did not have them
in time” for their event, according to
the report.
When asked about it this week, the
mayor told The Times the text message
is not on his phone and he had no
recollection of having sent such a message. He also described the report in
general as a “witch hunt” and a “smear
effort.” He accused Mr. Giaimis of
trying to “harm” Mr. LaCosta. “But it
failed,” the mayor said, adding, “I
never influenced someone to break
the rules.”
Mr. Giaimis, the outgoing township
manager, told The Times that he was
“troubled, but not entirely surprised”
by the report’s findings. “From the
outset, this entire episode and the manner in which this situation was handled
appeared to be disturbing. The
investigator’s report confirms that.”

SP Manager
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Several names have surfaced on
Internet message boards and elsewhere about potential successors to
Mr. Giaimis, but the mayor said the
2015 council — with a 4-to-1 Democratic majority — will undertake a
recruitment process similar to ones
conducted in the past. He also said he
did not expect any potential candidates to think twice despite the recent
turnover in the manager’s office.
Councilman Llewellyn Jones,
who will be the sole Republican on
next year’s council after his re-election last month, disagreed, saying
that “there is something very wrong
in Scotch Plains that we are going
on our sixth manager in as many
years.” Unlike the mayor, he expressed concern that potential candidates would avoid applying “because of the turnover.” He defended
Mr. Giaimis’ separation agreement,
saying it “allows for a clean departure. Most of the severance pay is a
statutory requirement that is being
incurred because the Democrats
want to change managers. The additional amount provides for an
agreement that protects the taxpayers by ensuring a departure that
isn’t contentious.”

COUNTY — In an effort to assist
some 52,000 Union County documented individuals seeking United
States citizenship, the Freeholder Board
is set to vote tonight to contract with the
New Jersey State AFL-CIO Community Services Agency, Inc. to run a
program at the county’s Workforce Innovation Business (WIB) Center at the
Jersey Gardens Mall in Elizabeth.
“The only individuals we can help
with this program are documented individuals,” said William Reyes, director of the Department of Economic
Development.
Mr. Reyes said, “many individuals
take advantage of documented individuals who are ready for citizenship,
making them pay an exorbitant amount
of money.” He said he felt the county
could help documented persons through
the citizenship process at the WIB Center at “low cost or no cost” other than
the application fee.
In addition, he said the center offers
programs such as English As A Second
Language and computer training that
documented individuals could take
advantage of. He said the $300,000
cost of the program would be chan-

Kindergarten
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the meeting, told the board the school
district is not following the law when it
comes to how it evaluates students to be
accepted into the district’s gifted and
talented program, called The Pathways
to Excellence Program (P2E).
His daughter, a fifth grader, has been
denied acceptance into the program,
after last year her teacher recommended
the student to the program, but the child
did not meet the test score of 99 required on an IQ test. She scored a 95.
Mr. Keogh said a state statute requires multiple measures in evaluating
a student for a gifted and talented program. A single IQ test is against the
state statute, he said.
His daughter has a 99 average in her
grades, and had a perfect math score
and a score of 237 in Language Arts on
the NJASK. He said the district requires a student to have a “270 split”
between the two subjects. He said his
daughter “outpaced the other two” peers
currently in the P2E program. He asked
the board to consider evaluating her
NJASK score against those two students as criteria in her acceptance to the
program.
“My daughter wants to be in this
program and that is why we are here,”
Mr. Keogh said.
The Keoghs inquired about getting
their daughter into the program again
this year and they were told she had to
take another form of an IQ test.
The Keoghs moved to Cranford with
their four children over a year ago. At
her previous school, their daughter was
accepted into the gifted and talented
program.
Resident Nicole Lachenauer asked
the BOE its progress in including a
keyboard instruction class at the Hillside Avenue School. She said she and
other concerned parents have been asking for a long time to have a class be a
part of the daily instruction or offered
as an after-school class. She said her
daughter and other students are not
ready for high school or college because they do not know how to type
fluently.
This lack of keyboard skills also
plays a part in a new state test, where
students will need to use a keyboard,
Mr. Caulfield said. The inclusion of a
program is in the review stages, he
stated.
The board voted, 6-1-1, to approve a
physical education and health policy.
Board member Trevor Shaw voted
against the policy. He said he did not
agree with the wording of the policy,
stating that a student involved in a
school sport would need a written note
from a coach. He said students who are
actively playing a sport during the
marking period should automatically
be excused from gym.
Board member Camille Widdows
abstained, saying she understood Mr.
Shaw’s opinion as well as those who
favored the policy. Board member
JoAnne Boyle voted yes, she said, in
light that the policy will be further
reviewed. She said there are flaws to
the policy, stating she believes students
excused from gym should be taking a
class rather than a study period, and
that a dance class should be counted as
a student’s gym time.
At the start of the meeting, Art
Brownlee, a freshman music student at
Lincoln School, played the trumpet for
the BOE. A winter concert is scheduled
for Thursday, December 18, at 11:15
a.m., at Lincoln School.
The board of education will meet
next on Monday, January 5, 2015, at 8
p.m., for its reorganization meeting.

neled through the economic development department, which would appropriate the funds for salaries, rent and
the cost of setting up the office. He said
the program would have four employees, including a director who would be
from the economic development department, with the other three workers
employed by the AFL-CIO. Mr. Reyes
said salaries would account for about
$100,000 of the total funding.
When asked by Freeholder ViceChairman Mohamed Jalloh, serving as
chairman in place of Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak, who was absent, Mr.
Reyes said he anticipates the program,
which should be up and running by
March, to assist 300 individuals in its
first year.
Also on the agenda was a one-year
renewal of an agreement at a cost of
$2.57 million with the New Jersey
Counties Excess Joint Insurance Fund
to administer and provide excess insurance for liability, property damage,
motor vehicles, public officials liability/employment practices liability, and
workers compensation.
Upon questioning from Freeholder
Al Mirabella, Norman Albert, director
of administrative services, said the renewal is $110,000 over what the county
paid this year. He said the county paid
$2.2 million to the Joint Insurance Fund
in 2013 and $2.46 million in 2014.
“The program that we joined is growing and it’s beneficial (to the county),”
Mr. Albert said.
Also considered by the board was a
six-month contract renewal for
$880,000 with Education and Health
Centers of America, Inc. for inmate
substance-abuse treatment and residential correctional facility services at the
county jail. Brian Riordan, director of
corrections, said the county has used
the company since 2001. He said the
service is geared for inmates at the
county jail who will soon be released
from jail and could benefit from substance-abuse and life-skills training
offered from the program.
In addition, the county is entering
into a one-year contract with Community Access Unlimited to provide anger-management training for inmates
at the jail at a cost of $30,000. Mr.
Riordan said 138 inmates participated
in the program in 2014.

GW Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cide the driveway issue another time.
In other matters, Finance Committee Chairwoman Sara Todisco put forth
the panel’s suggestion to update the
ordinance that regulates school crossing guards. She noted the guards’ pay
was based on a four-and-a-half-hour
day for working morning, lunch and
afternoon shifts, but the lunch break is
no longer required, so the guards actually work a two-and-a-half-hour day.
The Finance Committee’s recommendation is to keep the existing guards
under the old terms, paid at $13.25 an
hour, but to phase out those terms
through attrition. New guards would
be paid $17.50 per hour based on a twoand-a-half-hour day. Alternates would
be paid $17 per hour.
The recommendation would save
Garwood $3,133 per year for every
new hire, Ms. Todisco said.
Councilman Jim Mathieu expressed
concern about continuing the current
status with regard to unemployment
compensation. He said the borough is
essentially falsely reporting to state
authorities that the guards regularly
work four-and-a-half hours when they
actually work only two-and-a-half.
After a discussion with Borough
Attorney Bob Renaud, Ms. Todisco
agreed to ask borough Chief Financial
Officer Sandy Bruns on how to proceed with that issue.
Also on Tuesday, the council, by a 5to-0 vote with Mr. Mathieu abstaining,
further detailed an October 28 decision
by increasing Ms. Ariemma’s base salary to $95,369 for 2014. The vote, in
essence, settles the lawsuit Ms.
Ariemma filed in 2012 over what she
claimed was wrongful denial of a raise.
The October 28 decision approved
$75,000, $46,000 in attorney’s fees
and $29,000, in a lump sum payment to
Ms. Ariemma in addition to raising her
salary.
In other matters, the council voted to
eliminate the stipend for employees
who waive health-insurance coverage
benefits.
The stipend, 25 percent of the premium the borough paid, was recommended by state officials as a way to
encourage employees to decline health
insurance and reduce costs. But since
many of those who opted out did so
because employees were required to
pay toward the insurance and/or it was
cheaper to obtain coverage through
their spouse, the stipend is no longer
necessary.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

FESTIVE LOOK… The historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield House was all decorated for this past weekend’s Holiday Craft and Gift Boutique, sponsored by the
Mountainside Historic Committee.

CF Planning Board OK’s
Land Development Ord.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The planning board
voted, 9 to 0, last Wednesday that the
township’s new land development ordinance is substantially consistent with
the Master Plan.
The board met with Zoning Officer
Bob Hudak for a final review of the
proposed ordinance amending and
supplementing the land development
ordinance. The township committee
had introduced the ordinance and will
have a final reading on Tuesday, December 16.
After previous review and discussion, the board decided that any items
within the land development ordinance
the board wished to have the township
committee tackle in 2015 would be
contained in a letter attached to the
board’s recommendation to approve
the ordinance.
In regards to the flood zone in the
new ordinance, Board Chairwoman
Lynda Feder said, “I think it gives the
land use boards a little bit more leverage in the flood zone.”
“It really delineates it better,” Mr.
Hudak said.
The new ordinance takes into consideration public safety when developing in the flood zone, Ms. Feder said.
“That is a good thing,” she noted.
During the public portion of the
meeting, resident Frank Krause brought
up his issue with the North Avenue
West corridor from the movie theater to
Lincoln Avenue. He has concerns with
how the board of adjustment has approved applications for the two new
banks — Investors Savings Bank, to be
built next to the Rustic Mill Diner, and
Two River Community Bank, at the
corner of Lincoln and North Avenues.
He believes the front-yard setbacks are
too shallow and that there is a public
safety issue with ingress and egress of
traffic to the banks. He had previously
addressed the township committee on
these issues.
“As you go from the Cranford the-

ater you can see the attractive 25-foot
setback…landscaping and a residential look on both sides of the street.
Now you won’t see that when Investors
Savings Bank is built,” Mr. Krause
said.
The front setbacks are five feet, which
Mr. Hudak said is allowable in the
downtown business zone.
Mr. Krause said he would like the
planning board to “guard against” what
he feels is a negative impact to the site
lines of the corridor and public safety.
Board Attorney Nicholas Giuditta
said the planning board has no authority to reverse decisions of the zoning
board.
“The reason why the zoning board
was hearing so many applications is
because it was out of sync. What we
have been doing is trying to get us back
into sync with the marketplace and
what our Master Plan says we want,”
Ms. Feder said.
Mr. Krause also had a comment on
the conservation center. “The conservation center has been very vulnerable,” Mr. Krause said, referencing a
failed attempt by a developer to develop the site in the 1970s.
During the board’s last discussion
two weeks ago, board member Dan
Aschenbach said the conservation center should be protected. He said there
was discussion by a previous township
committee to do so, but it never came to
fruition.
The planning board’s next meeting
will be a re-organization meeting on
Wednesday, January 7, at 7:30 p.m.

WF BOE
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January 6, 2015, at the administration building, located at 302 Elm
Street. At that time, re-elected board
member Mark Friedman and newlyelected members Peggy Oster and
Chris Langhart will be sworn in.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

RESIDENT’S CONCERNS… Cranford Resident Frank Krause addresses the
township’s planning board last Wednesday about his concerns with how the
Board of Adjustment has approved applications for the two new banks, Investors
Savings Bank to be built next to the Rustic Mill Diner and Two Rivers Bank on
the corner of Lincoln and North Avenues. He believes the front yard setbacks are
too shallow and that there is a public safety issue with ingress and egress of traffic
to the banks.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

HOLY SEASON…. A group from St. Helen’s Church in Westfield set up the
Nativity scene on Saturday in front of the northside train station parking lot.
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Scotch Plains Manager to Leave
Position on December 31
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Jerry Giaimis will leave his
position at the end of the year, setting
the stage for the appointment next
year of the fifth full-time manager
since the 2008 retirement of longtime manager Thomas Atkins.
The township council last week
approved — on a 3-to-2 party-line
vote — the terms of Mr. Giaimis’
separation agreement, which calls for
him to receive 21 weeks of pay as well
as township-provided healthcare coverage next year.
When the council voted to appoint
Mr. Giaimis in July 2013, the two
Democratic and two Republican mem-

bers voted in his favor while Democratic Mayor Kevin Glover voted no,
questioning Mr. Giaimis’ experience
and saying that he “didn’t feel comfortable with him being put at the
helm.” Since that time, the mayor and
the manager have clashed on a number of issues, including this year’s
municipal and capital budgets, Mr.
Giaimis’ purchasing practices, conditions at some parks and what the mayor
complained was a lack of communication between Mr. Giaimis and himself. With a supportive Republican
council majority this year, Mr. Giaimis’
position was considered safe, but the
Democrats’ success in last month’s
election in winning control of the council in 2015 likely foretold Mr. Giaimis’

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

A SUPER SUNDAY… Super Sunday, the annual fund-raising phonathon and
day of community building in support of the United Jewish Appeal Campaign of
Greater MetroWest NJ (UJA), was held at the Scotch Plains JCC. Local
politicians helping out on the phone banks included, from left to right, Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit), Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield), Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) and Union County
Freeholders Bruce Bergen and Al Mirabelli.

Zoning Board OKs Cell
Antenna on Route 22
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning board of adjustment last week
approved an application by Verizon
Wireless to place a small antenna
atop a building on Route 22 that
will help the cellular phone company boost its capacity in that area.
James Mitchell, an attorney for
Verizon, told the board at its final
meeting of the year on December 4
that what is called a “network node”
will be installed on the roof of a
two-story office building at 2056
Route 22 East. He described it as a
single antenna — not a tower —
and said it will help the existing
network function better. The issue
in that stretch of the highway is not
coverage but capacity. Given the
number of businesses located there,
including Blue Star Shopping Center, McDonald’s, Subway,
Scotchwood Diner and Dunkin’ Do-

nuts, and the tendency for people to
congregate in and around those
places, Verizon saw a need to increase capacity for its cell phone
users.
Krupakaran Kolandaiven, a radio engineer, told the board that the
top of the rooftop antenna would be
30 feet above the ground, and, in
pointing out its unobtrusiveness,
noted that the top of the building’s
air-conditioning unit on the roof is
seven inches higher than the antenna. He said there would be no
power generator, no aviation lights
and no lighting on the ground in
connection with the new antenna.
And he assured board members that
the antenna would meet township
code in being able to withstand
heavy winds.
Dominick Villano, a radio frequency engineer, told the zoning
board that the antenna was necesCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

YOUTHFUL VOICES…The annual Tiny Tim Fund Caroling Night was held
last Wednesday in Scotch Plains and Fanwood. Pictured are carolers from “The
Retrievers” Scotch Plains soccer champs from Intercounty Youth Soccer
singing at the Stage House in Scotch Plains.

future.
While he knew he was entering a
“tenuous situation” when he joined
the municipal government 18 months
ago, Mr. Giaimis told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he was
“excited about the possibility to restore stability to the manager’s position and do so consistent with the best
practices and ethics that govern my
profession.”
He expressed satisfaction that, “I
always performed my duties consistent
with those principles and will depart
knowing that my 18-month tenure included good government and positive
progress in many areas,” including
adoption this year of a “responsible
budget,” successful contract negotiations with the major labor unions without the need for mediation or arbitration, “significant” technological upgrades in some areas, reform of purchasing practices “to adhere to best
practices and ethics” and more work on
upgrading the Shady Rest Country Club
facility and the Terry-Lou Zoo property in the past 18 months “than have
been done in decades prior.”
Mr. Giaimis admitted to the “political realities that come along with this
profession. Whether it is right or wrong
is for the public to decide,” he added,
“but I am proud of my time here.”
Speaking to The Times this week
about Mr. Giaimis’ severance package,
Mayor Glover — who along with fellow Democrat Colleen Gialanella voted
against the separation agreement —
called its terms “excessive” and said it
was “harmful to the taxpayers of Scotch
Plains.” State statute mandates a threemonth minimum for severance pay in
cases like this. The mayor criticized the
three council Republicans who favored
the agreement, saying they had exercised no fiscal responsibility.
Several names have surfaced on
Internet message boards and elsewhere
about potential successors to Mr.
Giaimis, but the mayor said the 2015
council — with a 4-to-1 Democratic
majority — will undertake a recruitment process similar to ones conducted
in the past. He also said he did not
expect any potential candidates to think
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of John Mandel

Ho, Ho, Ho!… Santa makes a few new friends during Sunday’s Scotch Plains Holiday Celebration, an annual tradition in
the township.

Report Questions Twp. Actions
In Darby Road Permit Process
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — An independent report criticizes the township building department and its
head, Robert LaCosta, for how the
permitting process was handled for
the Darby Road restaurant when it
held its three-day St. Patrick’s Day
celebration last March.
Since opening in October 2012,
the Park Avenue pub has held several large multi-day events — most
recently the weekend of Oktoberfest
two months ago and the two-week
World Cup viewing parties in June
— that have drawn crowds to the
downtown business district and also
resulted in complaints about noise
from a homeowner who lives behind the restaurant. Two days before its St. Patrick’s Day weekend

SP Rec. Panel Reviews
Progress Made In 2014
By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members of
the Scotch Plains Recreation Commission conducted an in-depth review at their meeting Monday night
of the progress the township has made
towards maintaining its parks and
fields this year.
Parks and Recreation Director Ray
Poerio presented an overview of the
many successful projects that were
completed this year at the
community’s 13 parks and fields,
which are used by thousands of residents of all ages. Mr. Poerio noted
that through a Union County Greening Grant, the township planted 25
red maples at Brookside Park, 50
green giant trees at Green Forest Park
and 25 dogwoods at the former site of
the Terry-Lou Zoo on Raritan Road.
Mr. Poerio also detailed the efforts
the township is taking to obtain state
funding for the remediation of the
former zoo site and to obtain the
necessary permits for the cleanup of
the pond at Brookside Park.
Mr. Poerio advised commission
members that several bids have been
received for repairs to the roof at the
Scotch Hills Country Club Clubhouse. The clubhouse is historically
significant because it was part of the
Shady Rest Country Club — the first
African-American owned and operated golf and country club in the
United States. The township has
owned the facility since 1964 and the
township council has set aside funds

to help finance repairs to the clubhouse, with the roof as the top priority. The bids were to be opened yesterday after this newspaper went to
press, and will then be reviewed by
the town’s attorney and engineer.
Commission Chairman Robert
Giordanella suggested that commission members consider creating a plan
to obtain support from the newlyelected members of the council for a
decision to be made regarding a longterm strategic plan for the building.
Barton Ross, of TBR Architects and
Planners in Livingston Township,
previously had prepared an in-depth
review of options for the repair and
remodeling of the facility and there
has been considerable interest from
the public in insuring that the building is maintained.
In other matters, the commission
discussed the progress which has been
made towards the retention of a consultant to assist in insuring compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA), as well as the
need to begin the annual budget planning process, and voted not to increase any recreation program fees in
2015.
Commissioner Sean Johnson advised the public that registration for
the recreation department’s ski program is still open. Two of the buses
have already sold out with registration for the third bus underway. The
ski program runs for five Fridays,
from January to February, and costs
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

event last March, Darby Road’s
owners were told by township officials that additional permits were
needed in connection with a large
tent that was set up for patrons. One
needed permit was a special use
permit that had to be issued by the
township council, which was not
set to meet in the days before the
event.
The report stated that “municipal
officials tacitly advised the restaurant owners that the event could
proceed, but then heavily fined
Darby Road for proceeding.” The
report added that, “because of the
actions of the building department,
the most important inspection necessary to protect the health and
welfare of attendees” — the fire
inspection — was never done. The
restaurant’s owners, dismayed at
the township’s actions, contacted
municipal officials about their treatment and also expressed concern
that there may have been political
interference in the process.
The 20-page report, authored by
attorney Richard Cushing of the
Gebhardt & Kiefer law firm in
Clinton and undertaken at the behest of Township Manager Jerry
Giaimis, concludes that Darby
Road’s complaints about its treatment this year “seem to be well
justified.” The report said the township had put up “unannounced roadblocks” and then had fined Darby

Road an initial $8,000 “for doing
the same thing it had done the year
before” when it held a St. Patrick’s
Day event with no problems involving permits.
Mr. Cushing’s report sets out two
explanations for what occurred, one
being “a highhanded lack of concern for local businesses by the
building department,” and the second, “a much more troubling one,”
according to the report, “an intentional effort to punish a local business for political ends.” The report
states that Mr. LaCosta’s failure to
notify Darby Road of the need for
various permits “was done purposefully,” perhaps to placate the resident who had complained about
noise from Darby Road events.
Mr. LaCosta declined to speak to
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
but his attorney at the Schiller &
Pittinger law firm provided a statement to the newspaper saying that,
“the management of Scotch Plains
by its council and manager has been
dysfunctional for several years. This
investigation was the result of that
dysfunction.”
The statement also claimed that,
“clearly, the investigation was undertaken to attempt to demonstrate
that a certain council member conspired with the owner of an Irish
pub in Fanwood to attempt to stop
the St. Patrick’s Day event by Darby
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of Brian Horton

HOLIDAY CHEER…Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School choir
entertain at the Fanwood Holiday Party on Sunday.
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County to Start Program
For Documented Persons
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TALENTED DRUMMER…Children enjoy a drumming activity during Super
Sunday, the annual fund-raising phonathon and day of community building at
the JCC in Scotch Plains in support of the United Jewish Appeal Campaign of
Greater MetroWest NJ (UJA).

Cranford BOE Reports
On Full-Day Kindergarten
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The board of education (BOE) on Monday presented a
report based on recent information garnered by the Full-Day Kindergarten
Task Force.
In Union County, Berkeley Heights,
New Providence, Cranford and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood do not provide fullday kindergarten, according to the report. Westfield provides a half-day kindergarten with a tuition-based option
wrap-around program to extend the
day. Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Cranford school districts are investigating a
full-day program. Summit has instituted a trial full-day kindergarten where
students are enrolled by lottery and it is
a tuition-based program. The 12 remaining districts in Union County provide a full-day kindergarten.
The two challenges of providing fullday kindergarten throughout the district are space and the 2-percent budget
cap, the report states. The cost to start
the program is estimated at $828,059,
which includes salaries and benefits
for teachers and classroom assistants.
One of the many comments from the
Task Force is that for a kindergartner to
achieve success in the Common Core
standards a full-day kindergarten is
imperative. A two-and-a-half-hour day
is too short to teach the Common Core
standards, the report found.
The Task Force agreed that a highquality kindergarten would include a
full-day program, increased learning
and socialization time, daily math and
reading, frequent choice and play, exploration and language development.
A sample schedule showed that the
math learning time would double from
the current 20 minutes to 40 minutes,
and there would be the addition of a 30minute writing workshop period, and a
40-minute Specials period. Choice
Time also would be increased. There
additionally would be a morning meeting and rest/reading time.
The Task Force is to create subcommittees to examine options that could
result in providing a full-day kindergarten. Those options include redistricting, a tuition-based program, referendum costs, school and town facilities, slow school district expansion
options, and creative scheduling.
“This Task Force is really in it for the
long haul, and will look at what we can
do incrementally,” Superintendent
Gayle Carrick said.
The Task Force also is looking for
additional resident volunteers, Ms.
Carrick said, and anyone interested can
contact the BOE.
A pilot report card, that will be a new
form of student report cards to conform
to standards, is to be in place for the
third marking period, BoardVice-President Michael Caulfield said.
In Superintendent Carrick’s Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB)
report for the sixth month period from
January to June, most of the reports
came from grades 6 to 9. There were 21
HIB reports during the period. Of the
21, 17 were verbal abuse, 10 were
special-education cases, and three dealt
with race. There was one report dealing
with a gay-bashing issue, which is a
decline, Ms. Carrick said.
Ms. Carrick said the Character Education Committee’s “efforts have made
a significant impact in decreasing those
negative comments (of gay bashing).”
Kevin Keogh and his wife, Shannon,
during the public comment portion of
the meeting, told the board the school
district is not following the law when it
comes to how it evaluates students to be
accepted into the district’s gifted and
talented program, called The Pathways
to Excellence Program (P2E).
His daughter, a fifth grader, has been
denied acceptance into the program,
after last year her teacher recommended
the student to the program, but the child
did not meet the test score of 99 required on an IQ test. She scored a 95.
Mr. Keogh said a state statute requires multiple measures in evaluating

a student for a gifted and talented program. A single IQ test is against the
state statute, he said.
His daughter has a 99 average in her
grades, and had a perfect math score
and a score of 237 in Language Arts on
the NJASK. He said the district requires a student to have a “270 split”
between the two subjects. He said his
daughter “outpaced the other two” peers
currently in the P2E program. He asked
the board to consider evaluating her
NJASK score against those two students as criteria in her acceptance to the
program.
“My daughter wants to be in this
program and that is why we are here,”
Mr. Keogh said.
The Keoghs inquired about getting
their daughter into the program again
this year and they were told she had to
take another form of an IQ test.
The Keoghs moved to Cranford with
their four children over a year ago. At
her previous school, their daughter was
accepted into the gifted and talented
program.
Resident Nicole Lachenauer asked
the BOE its progress in including a
keyboard instruction class at the Hillside Avenue School. She said she and
other concerned parents have been asking for a long time to have a class be a
part of the daily instruction or offered
as an after-school class. She said her
daughter and other students are not
ready for high school or college because they do not know how to type
fluently.
This lack of keyboard skills also
plays a part in a new state test, where
students will need to use a keyboard,
Mr. Caulfield said. The inclusion of a
program is in the review stages, he
stated.
The board voted, 6-1-1, to approve a
physical education and health policy.
Board member Trevor Shaw voted
against the policy. He said he did not
agree with the wording of the policy,
stating that a student involved in a
school sport would need a written note
from a coach. He said students who are
actively playing a sport during the
marking period should automatically
be excused from gym.
Board member Camille Widdows
abstained, saying she understood Mr.
Shaw’s opinion as well as those who
favored the policy. Board member
JoAnne Boyle voted yes, she said, in
light that the policy will be further
reviewed. She said there are flaws to
the policy, stating she believes students
excused from gym should be taking a
class rather than a study period, and
that a dance class should be counted as
a student’s gym time.
At the start of the meeting, Art
Brownlee, a freshman music student at
Lincoln School, played the trumpet for
the BOE. A winter concert is scheduled
for Thursday, December 18, at 11:15
a.m., at Lincoln School.
The board of education will meet
next on Monday, January 5, 2015, at 8
p.m., for its reorganization meeting.

COUNTY — In an effort to assist
some 52,000 Union County documented individuals seeking United
States citizenship, the Freeholder
Board is set to vote tonight to contract with the New Jersey State AFLCIO Community Services Agency,
Inc. to run a program at the county’s
Workforce Innovation Business
(WIB) Center at the Jersey Gardens
Mall in Elizabeth.
“The only individuals we can help
with this program are documented
individuals,” said William Reyes,
director of the Department of Economic Development.
Mr. Reyes said, “many individuals take advantage of documented
individuals who are ready for citizenship, making them pay an exorbitant amount of money.” He said
he felt the county could help documented persons through the citizenship process at the WIB Center
at “low cost or no cost” other than
the application fee.
In addition, he said the center
offers programs such as English As
A Second Language and computer
training that documented individuals could take advantage of. He said
the $300,000 cost of the program
would be channeled through the
economic development department,
which would appropriate the funds
for salaries, rent and the cost of
setting up the office. He said the
program would have four employees, including a director who would
be from the economic development
department, with the other three
workers employed by the AFL-CIO.
Mr. Reyes said salaries would account for about $100,000 of the
total funding.
When asked by Freeholder ViceChairman Mohamed Jalloh, serving
as chairman in place of Freeholder
Chairman Chris Hudak, who was
absent, Mr. Reyes said he anticipates the program, which should be
up and running by March, to assist
300 individuals in its first year.
Also on the agenda was a one-year
renewal of an agreement at a cost of
$2.57 million with the New Jersey
Counties Excess Joint Insurance Fund
to administer and provide excess insurance for liability, property damage, motor vehicles, public officials
liability/employment practices liability, and workers compensation.
Upon questioning from Freeholder Al Mirabella, Norman Albert,
director of administrative services,
said the renewal is $110,000 over
what the county paid this year. He
said the county paid $2.2 million to
the Joint Insurance Fund in 2013
and $2.46 million in 2014.
“The program that we joined is
growing and it’s beneficial (to the
county),” Mr. Albert said.
Also considered by the board was
a six-month contract renewal for
$880,000 with Education and Health
Centers of America, Inc. for inmate

SP Zoning
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

sary because Verizon has estimated
that within a year, it will run out of
adequate capacity in that part of
Route 22, which he said “has a lot
of businesses that attract traffic” —
and cell phone users. “Most people
won’t even know this antenna is
there,” he said. He described the
network nodes as being like a “hot
spot,” and added that Verizon recently installed a similar device near
the Edison train station to boost
coverage for the throngs of commuters waiting for trains.
The zoning board will hold its
reorganization meeting on Thursday, January 8.

substance-abuse treatment and residential correctional facility services
at the county jail. Brian Riordan,
director of corrections, said the
county has used the company since
2001. He said the service is geared
for inmates at the county jail who
will soon be released from jail and
could benefit from substance-abuse
and life-skills training offered from
the program.
In addition, the county is entering
into a one-year contract with Community Access Unlimited to provide
anger-management training for inmates at the jail at a cost of $30,000.
Mr. Riordan said 138 inmates participated in the program in 2014.

Darby Rd.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Road in Scotch Plains.”
In his report, Mr. Cushing — who
interviewed several township officials including Mr. LaCosta, Mr.
Giaimis, Darby Road owner Joseph
Mortarulo, Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis
and Police Chief Brian Mahoney
— details testimony from Mr.
Mahoney about a conversation he
had in March with Brian Walters,
the owner of Oh Brian’s Pour House
in Fanwood, which had held a St.
Patrick’s Day event a week prior to
the Darby Road event. Prior to
Darby Road being cited for permit
violations, Mr. Walters told Mr.
Mahoney that Mayor Kevin Glover
had told him that the special use
permit was being withheld intentionally so as to cause problems for
Darby Road.
Calling Mr. Walters’ statements
“extremely troublesome,” if true,
the report questioned how the mayor
learned of the intent to withhold
permits. Under Scotch Plains’ form
of government, “the mayor is not
supposed to be communicating directly with subordinate officials, but
is required to go through the manager,” the report stated, adding that
if the mayor and Mr. LaCosta were
in contact about withholding permits, “this is a serious breach of
municipal protocol and raises significant questions as to government
operations in Scotch Plains.”
The report also takes note of a
text message from the mayor to Mr.
Walters congratulating him on the
Pour House event and adding, in
reference to the upcoming Darby
Road event, “You won’t catch me
dead there!” Chief Mahoney also
was one of the recipients of the text
message chain between the Pour
House and the mayor. When Mr.
Mahoney asked Mr. Walters about
the mayor’s comments, Mr. Walters
explained that he had a conversation with Mayor Glover, who told
Mr. Walters that Darby Road “was
going to get into trouble; they do
not have proper permits and the
mayor had made sure they did not
have them in time” for their event,
according to the report.
When asked about it this week,
the mayor told The Times the text
message is not on his phone and he
had no recollection of having sent
such a message. He also described
the report in general as a “witch
hunt” and a “smear effort.” He accused Mr. Giaimis of trying to
“harm” Mr. LaCosta. “But it failed,”
the mayor said, adding, “I never
influenced someone to break the
rules.”
Mr. Giaimis, the outgoing township manager, told The Times that
he was “troubled, but not entirely
surprised” by the report’s findings.
“From the outset, this entire episode and the manner in which this
situation was handled appeared to
be disturbing. The investigator’s
report confirms that.”

Courtesy of Sherman Feller

HOLIDAY SPIRIT…Members of Fanwood Borough government attend the
Fanwood Seniors Club holiday luncheon at Snuffy's Pantagis in Scotch Plains.
Seated at the table, from left to right, are: Police Chief Richard Trigo, Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell, Council President Russ Huegel, Seniors Club President
Joe Bruno, Councilman Kevin Boris and Councilman Tom Kranz.

GW Council Discusses
Encroachments on AFC
By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The borough council on Tuesday unanimously adopted
revised regulations governing the
new athletic field complex, which
officially opens on Sunday.
The regulations, which govern all
parks in Garwood, were discussed at
length in a special meeting of the
council on November 13 and stipulate matters such as hours of operation and fees charged.
A separate resolution removing
designated smoking areas and banning smoking in all public parks
also passed unanimously.
Despite Sunday’s ribbon cutting,
Borough Engineer Don Guarriello
updated the council on three issues
of residents encroaching onto the
complex boundaries, including one
home on Myrtle Avenue where the
asphalt driveway extends 12 feet
into the park. Additionally, the
driveway is bordered by a fence
that also exists on borough property. Other instances deal with fencing that extend over the property
line “a couple of feet,” according to
Mr. Guarriello.
Council members directed Mr.
Guarriello and Borough Administrator Christina Ariemma to notify
the residents of the infringements
and give them 60 days to remove
the encroachments.
The borough intends to surround
the park, formally renamed the
Garwood Sports and Recreation
Complex, with chain link fencing,
which Mr. Guarriello admitted under questioning from resident Bruce
Paterson was not included in the
specifications for the project.
The borough will seek bids for the
approximately 500 feet of fencing,
which, according to Mr. Guarriello,
is expected to cost about $30 per
foot or roughly $15,000.
If the encroaching fences are not
removed by the time the new fence
is ready to be installed, the borough
contractor would remove them before installing the new one.
The decision of whether to remove the asphalt driveway or let it
remain and merely remove the existing fence and replace it with one
on the correct property line was deferred at a suggestion by Councilman Bill Nierstedt, who said the
matter could be addressed at a later
date.
He recommended the council go
forth with enclosing the park and
decide the driveway issue another
time.
In other matters, Finance Committee Chairwoman Sara Todisco put
forth the panel’s suggestion to update the ordinance that regulates
school crossing guards. She noted
the guards’ pay was based on a fourand-a-half-hour day for working
morning, lunch and afternoon shifts,
but the lunch break is no longer

required, so the guards actually work
a two-and-a-half-hour day.
The Finance Committee’s recommendation is to keep the existing
guards under the old terms, paid at
$13.25 an hour, but to phase out
those terms through attrition. New
guards would be paid $17.50 per
hour based on a two-and-a-half-hour
day. Alternates would be paid $17
per hour.
The recommendation would save
Garwood $3,133 per year for every
new hire, Ms. Todisco said.
Councilman Jim Mathieu expressed concern about continuing
the current status with regard to unemployment compensation. He said
the borough is essentially falsely
reporting to state authorities that the
guards regularly work four-and-ahalf hours when they actually work
only two-and-a-half.
After a discussion with Borough
Attorney Bob Renaud, Ms. Todisco
agreed to ask borough Chief Financial Officer Sandy Bruns on
how to proceed with that issue.
Also on Tuesday, the council, by
a 5-to-0 vote with Mr. Mathieu
abstaining, further detailed an October 28 decision by increasing
Ms. Ariemma’s base salary to
$95,369 for 2014. The vote, in essence, settles the lawsuit Ms.
Ariemma filed in 2012 over what
she claimed was wrongful denial
of a raise.
The October 28 decision approved
$75,000, $46,000 in attorney’s fees
and $29,000, in a lump sum payment to Ms. Ariemma in addition to
raising her salary.
In other matters, the council voted
to eliminate the stipend for employees who waive health-insurance coverage benefits.
The stipend, 25 percent of the
premium the borough paid, was recommended by state officials as a
way to encourage employees to decline health insurance and reduce
costs. But since many of those who
opted out did so because employees
were required to pay toward the insurance and/or it was cheaper to
obtain coverage through their
spouse, the stipend is no longer necessary.

SP Rec.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

$99 for transportation, with a variety
of packages available for skiers and
snowboarders. In addition, he explained that more than 400 children
in the community are participating in
the township’s basketball program
for second to eighth graders. Registration for the K-second grade basketball program will begin tomorrow,
Friday, December 12. The program
runs Monday nights at the Evergreen
School and has three sessions — one
for each grade.

SP Manager
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

twice despite the recent turnover in
the manager’s office.
Councilman Llewellyn Jones, who
will be the sole Republican on next
year’s council after his re-election last
month, disagreed, saying that “there is
something very wrong in Scotch Plains
that we are going on our sixth manager in as many years.” Unlike the
mayor, he expressed concern that potential candidates would avoid applying “because of the turnover.” He defended Mr. Giaimis’ separation agreement, saying it “allows for a clean
departure. Most of the severance pay
is a statutory requirement that is being
incurred because the Democrats want
to change managers. The additional
amount provides for an agreement
that protects the taxpayers by ensuring a departure that isn’t contentious.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Courtesy of John Mandel

MAKING NEW FRIENDS…A petting zoo was one of many activities featured
during Sunday’s Scotch Plains Holiday Celebration.

FOR A WORTHY CAUSE…Members of the Tiny Tim board are pictured at the
Stage House in Scotch Plains the evening of the Fund’s Caroling Night last
Wednesday. The Fund raises money through this event for medical and dental
needs for Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents in financial difficulty.
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Asw. Stender Resolution
Opposes Pilgrim Pipeline
TRENTON — Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains)
has introduced an Assembly resolution opposing the construction and
operation of the Pilgrim Pipeline in
New Jersey. The proposed project
would install two new pipelines across
New Jersey to carry crude oil and
refined petroleum products. The resolution cites a number of environmental, public health, and safety concerns with the project including risks
to drinking water supplies, impacts
to the Highlands region, and the volatility of Bakken crude oil which would
travel in the pipeline.
The resolution also calls on regulatory agencies to conduct extensive
environmental reviews of the project
and to prohibit its construction in the
state. This is a first step by the state
Legislature in opposing the project.
The Sierra Club applauded Assemblywoman Stender’s leadership on
this issue.
“It is important for the Legislature
to send a clear message that this pipeline is bad for New Jersey. Not only
will it create an ugly scar through our
communities, there are real health
and safety issues from this hazardous
oil pipeline. Bakken crude and gasoline are highly volatile. This project
threatens our water supply and a leak
or spill could have catastrophic effects on the drinking water for three
million people. We applaud the Legislature for standing up against the
pipeline and standing with the other
towns and counties that have opposed
the pipeline,” said Jeff Tittel, director
of the New Jersey Sierra Club.
Pilgrim Pipeline LLC is proposing
to construct the pipelines to connect
Albany, N.Y. with Port Reading and
Linden, N.J. The pipeline would cut
through both communities that, according to a press release from Asw.
Stender, are “overburdened by pollution already and environmentally sensitive areas critical for drinking water
supply.” Environmental groups, according to the release, are “especially
concerned as the project would cut
through 10 miles of the Highlands
Preservation Area, the most sensitive
portion of the region.”
The Pilgrim Pipeline would cut
through a water supply watershed
and near water supply aquifers. The
proposed pipeline will run through

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

the Ramapo River Watershed in New
York and New Jersey. This system
serves Mahwah, Ramsey, Oakland,
Franklin Lakes, Allendale, Pompton
Lakes, Wayne and eight more towns
in New York as well as a backup to the
Wanaque and Oradell Reservoirs
during times of drought. The pipeline will pass through or near the
Buried Valley aquifer, tributaries to
the Hudson River, the Hudson River,
and the Catskill and Delaware aqueducts which provide drinking water
to New York City.
The infrastructure would transport
Bakken shale oil, produced by
fracking in North Dakota, and refined petroleum products. According
to the press release, the Bakken oil is
highly explosive and pipeline transportation would threaten local communities with the risk of spills and
accidents.
The Pipeline Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration (PHMSA) reported 1,763 oil pipeline spills between 2002 and July 2012. The
agency only has 135 inspectors to
oversee 2.6 million miles of pipeline.
As a result, only one-fifth of the national pipeline system has been inspected by PHMSA or its state partners since 2006, according to the
release.
Local municipalities along the
route have been actively opposing
the project. Sixteen municipalities in
New Jersey and Passaic County have
passed resolutions.
“Now we will work with the Legislature to ensure this resolution
passes both houses as quickly as possible. It is important for the Senate
and Assembly to act now to help
protect the residents of New Jersey
from this dangerous project,” Mr.
Tittel said.
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EX-PAL Treasurer Charged With
Misapplication of Non-Profit Funds

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Oliveira Is New Bus. Admin.
With Piscataway BOE
David Oliveira has left his position
as business administrator/board secretary with the Clark Board of Education for the same position with the
Piscataway Board of Education. Mr.
Oliveira is also a councilman in his
hometown of Westfield.
In addition, Superintendent of
Schools Ken Knops has announced
his retirement effective June 30,
2015, NJ Advance Media has reported. He has been with the district
since 2010.
Sweeney Unveils Plan for
AC Emergency Fiscal Crisis
Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3rd, Gloucester) last week unveiled his plan to address Atlantic
City’s emergency fiscal crisis.
The plan proposes: stabilizing casino property tax payments through
Payments In Lieu Of Taxes (PILOT)
of $150 million for the first two years;
redirection of the Investment Alternative Tax (IAT) pay on Atlantic City’s
debt at $25 million to $30 million
annually; reduction of municipal administrative costs and ensuring financial stability for the school system; and ensuring casinos are required to provide a baseline health
care and retirement package for their
employees.
GWB Report Cannot Conclude
Christie Knew of Lane Closings
A report prepared by attorney Reid
J. Schar on the George Washington
Bridge lane closures says the legislative committee could not conclude
what Governor Chris Christie “himself knew about the lane closures or
when and how his knowledge of these

events developed,” according to a
politickernj.com report.
“While there is evidence that the
Governor was informed of the lane
closures while they were in
progress, the committee cannot
evaluate the reliability of this evidence as it has yet to hear from the
witness – [former Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey official David] Wildstein – who has
claimed to have contemporaneously told the governor of the closures,”
according
to
politickernj.com.
The committee was co-chaired by
Senate Majority Leader Loretta
Weinberg (D-37, Teaneck) and Assemblyman John Wisniewski (D-19,
Sayreville). The report suggested that
the Governor’s allies developed the
lane closures as retribution for Fort
Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich not endorsing Governor Christie’s reelection, politickernj.com reported.
The committee also could not conclude the extent that former Port
Authority Deputy Director Bill
Baroni was involved in the lane closings or the involvement of former
Port Authority Chairman David
Samson.
The report said the committee
has “many critical questions” remaining as several key witnesses
declined to cooperate with the committee.
Republicans have ripped the report. “(The report) proves nothing
about the governor knowing anything about whether lanes were
closed,” Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
said.

Kean’s Bill to Make NJ Hub for Driverless Veh. Advances
TRENTON — The state Senate
Budget and Appropriations Committee has unanimously passed legislation sponsored by Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) to make New Jersey a hub
for the development, testing and
implementation of driverless vehicles.
In June 2013, Senator Kean introduced Senate bill 734 to make New
Jersey the third U.S. state — and the
first in the densely populated, fastpaced North East Region — to permit the testing and operation of autonomous vehicles.
“The people of New Jersey, our
workforce and economy have a lot to

gain from being at the forefront of
such innovation, and the implementation of driverless vehicles will make
our roadways much safer and less
congested,” Sen. Kean said. “This
legislation sends a strong message to
innovators, entrepreneurs and job
creators that New Jersey is not afraid
to create waves of the future, and that
New Jersey is the perfect home for
them to develop and grow.”
Sen. Kean noted that about 90 percent of traffic crashes are caused by
human error and the implementation
of driverless vehicles promises to
drastically decrease traffic-related
deaths and injuries. The Senator
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added that autonomous vehicles can
also offer a more sufficient and flexible avenue of transportation for
people with disabilities and senior
citizens who may not have access to
public transportation or who may not
be fit to drive.

GW to Unveil New
Sports Complex Dec. 14
GARWOOD — The borough will
hold a ribbon-cutting ceremony for
the new Garwood Recreation and
Sports Complex, located at 130
Myrtle Avenue, this Sunday, December 14, at 1:30 p.m.

SCOTCH PLAINS — A Scotch
Plains police officer has been charged
with taking approximately $18,000
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Police Athletic League (PAL) for his
own personal use, acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park
announced Thursday.
Officer James Denman, 50, was
charged via summons with a single
count of third-degree misapplication
of trust funds.
A months-long investigation by the
prosecutor’s office’s Special Prosecutions Unit revealed that Denman,
the former treasurer of the local PAL
chapter, took the funds sometime in
December 2013, while he was off-

duty from his police work, according
to Union County Assistant Prosecutor John Esmerado, who is prosecuting the case. The funds were allegedly taken without the permission of
any executive or board member of
the PAL, which is a private non-profit
organization with a focus on youth
sports.
Denman then repaid the sum total
of the previously taken funds back
into the PAL account in April 2014,
Mr. Esmerado said.
Denman’s first appearance in court
is scheduled to take place this Monday, December 15 before Union
County Presiding State Superior
Court Judge Joan Robinson Gross.

Passport Photographs Are
Free from Dec. 29 to Jan. 3
WESTFIELD – For a limited time
only, the Union County Clerk’s offices in Westfield and Elizabeth are
offering free passport photographs
as a special incentive for residents to
apply for a passport or a passport
renewal. From Monday, December
29, through Saturday, January 3, the
normal $10 cost of each photograph
will be waived when a resident applies for a new passport or a passport
renewal. Both offices will be closed
on New Year’s Day.
U.S. citizens must present a valid
passport book when entering or reentering the United States by air. U.S.
citizens entering the United States
from Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean
islands and Bermuda at land borders
and sea ports of entry must present a
passport book, passport card, or other
travel documents approved by the
U.S. government.
The Elizabeth office opens at 7:30
a.m. and has English and Spanishspeaking certified passport agents
while the Westfield office opens at 8
a.m. weekdays and has evening and
Saturday hours and also is fully
staffed.
Information about the cost and how
to apply for a passport book and/or
passport card is available at
travel.state.gov. U.S. citizens may
also obtain passport information by
phone, in English and Spanish, by
calling the National Passport Information Center toll-free at 1-877-4872778.
Passport application forms may be
obtained at the County Clerk’s main
office in the Union County Courthouse at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth
or at the Colleen Fraser Building at
300 North Avenue East in Westfield.

Applications for passports and related information also can be found
online at www.ucnj.org/Passports.

Union County to Hold
Christmas Sing-A-Long
COUNTY – Union County will
hold its 59th annual “Christmas Carol
Sing-a-long Around the rotunda
Christmas Tree” on Wednesday, December 24, at 10:30 a.m.
The event will be held in the rotunda of the Union County Courthouse building, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth, N.J.
County Manager Alfred J. Faella
will serve as the master of ceremonies. The event includes caroling,
musical entertainment from Glen
Merritt of the county’s Facilities
Management Division, and a visit
from Santa.
REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council, BOE,
and recreation commission
meetings. We seek communityminded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms, a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES
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County EMS Garners
N.J. Health Dept. Award
COUNTY – Union County Emergency Medical Services has garnered
the annual award for Outstanding
Public EMS Agency from the New
Jersey Department of Health. The
award honors EMS providers that
consistently go above and beyond
fulfilling their expected duties.
“When we introduced countywide
EMS, we knew that it would provide
a much-needed service that assists all
21 Union County municipalities. It is
very gratifying to see that the hard
work of our EMS personnel has been
recognized by their peers,” Freeholder
Chairman Christopher Hudak said.
The New Jersey Department of
Health established the EMS award
program to recognize and help foster
the highest standards of professionalism in emergency medical response.
The public agency category recognizes outstanding leadership in a number of areas including patient care,
access to EMS, disaster preparedness, education, training and professionalism.
“There are more demands on emer-

gency services than ever before, and
I want to thank all of our EMS personnel and dispatchers for stepping
up to the challenge. Receiving this
award is testament to the dedication
of our EMT’s and the superior level
of care they provide to the residents
of the County,” Public Safety Director Andrew Moran said.
Recognizing the need for a coordinated, countywide backup EMS, the
freeholder board established a pilot
Union County EMS in 2011. The
initiative, which made an additional
ambulance available 24/7, logged almost 1,000 calls in less than one year.
Union County EMS was established as a permanent county service
in 2012, based on its performance as
a pilot program. Last year, Union
County EMS responded to more than
1,900 calls.
In 20014, Union County EMS was
expanded with an additional 24/7
ambulance. The service fielded 3,721
calls through the end of November,
putting it on track to finish the year
with more than 4,000 calls.

Lance Hails Passage of
‘No SS for Nazis Act’
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) last week
hailed passage of H.R. 5739, the ‘No
Social Security for Nazis Act,’ which
will terminate Social Security benefits for those associated with the
Nazi atrocities. The House passage
comes 15 years after the effort was
originally championed by the late
Congressman Bob Franks (R-7th).
Mr. Lance continued to push the
effort with nearly identical legislation, the ‘Nazi Social Security Benefits Termination Act,’ with Rep.
Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y), and the
duo worked to see H.R. 5739 pass the
House on a unanimous vote.
“Today the House acted to correct
an injustice of two generations and
right a terrible wrong in the name of
the lives that were lost as a result of
the Holocaust. This action is yet another step in demonstrating that our
resolve for justice is unyielding and
our commitment to pursue what is
right continues even 70 years after
World War II,” Mr. Lance said.
Mr. Lance had urged his colleagues
to send the measure to the United
States Senate before the session ends
later this month, and in remarks before passage in the House he noted
that “Nazis receiving Social Security

benefits derived from tax receipts of
the American people is sickening and
morally wrong.”
The overwhelming support suggests consideration in the Senate
could be swift which would send the
legislation to the President’s desk.

Bear Hunt This Week
In Northern N.J.
TRENTON – The state’s week-long
black bear hunting season began just
prior to sunrise on Monday morning,
and continues just past sunset this Saturday, December 13, in portions of six
North Jersey counties. The season runs
concurrently with the six-day firearm
deer hunting season.
During the 2013 hunt 251 bears
were harvested. Hunting zones are in
Morris, Passaic, Hunterdon,
Somerset, Sussex and Warren counties, plus a small area of western
Bergen County. Estimates show approximately 2,200 to 2,500 black
bears living north of Route 78 and
west of Route 287. That is down from
an estimated 3,400 bears in 2010.
Black bears have been observed in
all 21 counties in New Jersey, with
some prominent sightings of black bears
in Central and South Jersey last spring.

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Page 3

County Dedicates New
Warinanco Track & Field

THE NEW WARINANCO...The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders,
joined by elected officials and community leaders from Roselle, Elizabeth and
Linden, marked the dedication of the new Warinanco Park Track and Field with
a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week. Pictured, from left to right, are: Elizabeth
Board of Education member Maria Carvalho, Elizabeth City Council President
Manny Grova, Jr., Freeholders Sergio Granados andAl Mirabella, Elizabeth
Mayor Chris Bollwage, Freeholder Chairman Christopher Hudak, Freeholder
Vernell Wright, Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley, Freeholder Angel Estrada, Freeholder Vice-Chairman Mohamed Jalloh, Freeholder Bruce Bergen, Linden
Board of Education President Raymond Topoleski, Elizabeth Board of Education member Stanley Neron, and Roselle Board of Education President Rev.
Reginald Atkins.

Taxation Div. Offers Truckers
Compliance Initiative
TRENTON — The State Division
of Taxation has established agreements with out-of-state trade associations to ensure trucking companies that do business in New Jersey
are registered when they carry goods
into or out of the Garden State.
The Division has just begun a voluntary agreement with the Canadian
Trucking Alliance. The compliance
program, which runs through December 30, allows Canadian trucking companies to avoid late fees and penalties
by registering their business and filing
to pay the appropriate taxes.
The Voluntary Disclosure Program
can help companies avoid paying
penalties and collection costs. Last
October, Taxation investigators cited
four commercial trucks from Canada
for failure to pay the state Corporate
Business Tax (CBT).
The CBT is applied to all trucking
companies making any pickups or
deliveries in the state, regardless of
whether they have a terminal in the
United States.
“We have offered this initiative to
the Iowa Motor Truck Association
and the Pennsylvania Motor Truck
Association over the last two months,”
said Taxation Director Michael
Bryan. “Now, the Ontario Trucking
Association and the Canadian Trucking Alliance have asked for the dis-

closure opportunity.”
As part of the agreement, members
of trade groups that voluntarily come
forward must pay back taxes only for
the current year and the previous
three years. The Division also agrees
not to take enforcement action against
these members.
The general guidelines to be eligible for the voluntary disclosure program are: no previous contact by the
taxpayer with the Division or any of
its agents; the taxpayer is not registered for the taxes he/she wishes to
come forward on; the taxpayer is not
currently under criminal investigation, and the taxpayer must be willing to pay outstanding tax liabilities
and file the prior year returns within
a reasonable time period.
For more information, e-mail
taxrevops@treas.nj.gov or visit bit.ly/
1nTCP9K.

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, joined
by elected officials and community
leaders from Roselle, Elizabeth and
Linden, marked the dedication last
week of the new Warinanco Park
Track and Field with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.
The new Track and Field is home to
a new and improved eight-lane running track; multi-use turf field for soccer, football and track; field lighting,
new bleachers with ADA features, stadium concession and lavatories.
Paid for through capital project
funds from the Department of Parks
and Recreation, the total cost of the
upgrade to the track and field facility
is a little more than $4 million.
The ribbon-cutting event featured
speeches from Mayor Jamel Holley
of Roselle, and Mayor J. Christian
Bollwage of Elizabeth – each highlighting the significance for their community of the upgrades to the athletic
field.
Rev. Reginald W. Atkins, president
of the Roselle Board of Education,
was joined by Roselle student athletes and band members to conclude
the ceremony with a grand entrance
onto the track and field running
through an official Warinanco Park
Track and Field banner.

“Generations of Union County residents have enjoyed the many unique
features of this iconic park. This is a
place where memories are made,”
said Freeholder Hudak. “Today we
celebrate the beginning of many new
memories for all who come to visit
the track and field at Warinanco Park.”
Located in Elizabeth and Roselle,
and boarding Linden, Warinanco
Park, which opened in the mid
1920s, comprises 205 acres of developed park land and was originally designed by the Olmsted firm.
Beginning in 1857 with the design
for Central Park in New York City,
Frederick Law Olmsted (1822-1903),
his sons and successor firm created
designs for more than 6,000 landscapes across North America, including many of the world’s most important parks.
The four areas of Warinanco Park
are: the Central Park area, the boathouse playground area, the skating
center and the track area.
Some other attractions include the
Chatfield Gardens; the park’s Great
Walk area; tennis courts; ball fields;
par-course fitness route; spray park
and playground. In the spring, the
park is noted for its colorful blooms
of Cherry Blossom, Dogwood trees
and Azaleas.

NJ High School Grad Rate
Increases to 88.6 Percent
TRENTON – New Jersey’s high
school graduation rate continued to
rise in 2014, increasing to 88.6 percent in 2014 from 87.5 percent in
2013, the second consecutive year
in which high school graduation
statewide grew by a full percentage
point, according to the governor’s
office.
“Today’s announcement of another
gain in graduation rates is a testament
to the hard work that students, teachers and school leaders have done
over the last few years to ensure that
students make it to the finish line,”
said Acting Education Commissioner
David C. Hespe.
The Class of 2014 was the first class
to be required to take geometry, a
second laboratory science, and a
course in financial literacy. Additional
course-taking requirements continue
to be phased in with the Class of
2016.A summary of graduation rates
by student subgroups is as follows:
78.9 percent of African-American
students graduated this year, a 2.5
percent increase from the previous year

of 76.4 percent; Hispanic students
graduated at a rate of 80.6 percent in
2014, an increase of 2 percent from
2013 when it was 78.6 percent; 93.5
percent of white students graduated in
2014, an increase from 93.1 percent in
2013; 96.2 percent of Asian students
graduated this year, an increase from
the previous year of 95.9 percent.
In addition, economically disadvantaged students graduated at a rate
of 79.6 percent in 2014, an increase
of 2.5 percent from last year when it
was 77.1 percent; 71.1 percent of
Limited English Proficient (LEP) students graduated in 2014, an increase
from 70.5 percent in 2013; 76.6 percent of students with disabilities
graduated in 2014, an increase from
75.9 percent in 2013.
While the four-year graduation rate
last year was 87.5 percent for the
class of 2013, the graduation rate for
students who continued on for a fifth
year was 89.6 percent. Information
on the graduation rate can be found
online at www.state.nj.us/education/
data/grate/.

IS YOUR FURNACE SICK?
We Can Help!
Call Now For a FREE Estimate
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WF’s Tree Preservation Ord. Needs
Updating to Stop Clear Cutting
There’s a loophole as big as a sequoia in Westfield’s
tree preservation ordinance, and everyone seems to
know it, but aren’t doing anything about it. This
practice has been going on for years. Developers buy
a property and cut down the trees, sometimes before
the title even changes hands.
At the last Westfield Planning Board meeting the
board’s hands were tied when a developer, Gialluisi
Homes, removed all the trees from a property that
they intended to subdivide, but they did so legally
before they filed the application. Even though the
plans were drawn in June, showing the trees gone,
and the trees were removed in July, the application
was not filed until August. And until the application
is submitted to the building department, the town has
no control over the trees and no recourse if the
property is clear cut.
When pressed on the issue by neighbors and
planning board members, the developer did submit
a tree replacement plan, which will now be reviewed
by the town’s Tree Preservation Commission.
Over the past few years we’ve heard this story
more than once from neighbors who are understandably dismayed when a property is about to be
developed and before the application is filed. All
the trees are removed, but the council and planning
board tell them there’s nothing they can do. Mem-

bers of the planning board were clearly upset over
their inability to do anything to either punish the
developer or force them to replace the trees with a
certain caliper.
Being against cutting down trees is not just an
environmental issue, it’s about not harming our
neighbors by changing drainage patterns and it’s
about keeping Westfield the beautiful town we all
know and love.
This ordinance, according to town officials, has
been on Councilman James Foerst’s Code Review
and Town Property agenda for revision for some
time, but it is past time for the committee to make a
simple change to the ordinance so that it can actually
be enforced. Right now the ordinance only applies if
an application has been filed with the town for
development or razing of the property. The ordinance must be changed to make everyone, including
builders, subject to fines and be forced to replace
trees that they remove. Of course no one wants to get
a permit if they need or want to cut down one tree on
their property, but anyone who wants to take down
three or more trees should be required to get a
permit. The solution is simple – change the ordinance to require a permit for removal of three or
more trees on any property.
Let’s stop the clear cutting.

Giaimis Latest Manager to
Exit Scotch Plains Government
Here we go again. The Merry Go Round, otherwise known as the office of the Scotch Plains township manager, is being vacated again as Jerry Giaimis
is being forced out after just a year-and-a-half on the
job. He becomes the fifth manager to leave since 28year manager Tom Atkins retired in 2008.
Since than the manager’s job has been filled by
Michael Capabianco, who resigned after an unhappy six-month tenure and is now the administrator for Little Ferry; Chris Marion, who filled the
post capably for two years, but left to take an
administrator’s position in Old Bridge which is
closer to his home in Monmouth County; and
Henry Underhill, who only survived six months on
the job after some council members said he was
also forced out of the job. And he was followed by
Mr. Giaimis who previously was employed by
Vernon Township.
But the departure of Mr. Giaimis, in our opinion,
should not come as any big surprise as he has not

exactly been a favorite of Mayor Kevin Glover, the
only no vote on the governing body to hire the new
manager last year.
As we previously said on this page, we expect
Mayor Glover and the Democrats, which come New
Year’s Day will have a 4-to-1 majority on the governing body, to clean house. In addition to Mr.
Giaimis, we expect that most appointed officials
will be replaced from the town attorney to the
municipal judge to the engineer.
Regardless of who is hired, we encourage Mayor
Glover and the council to bring in the best qualified
candidate — someone who can become an asset to
the township from day one. We also believe outside
politics from Union County and state politicos should
be kept out of the search process.
Whoever is hired is likely to survive at least two
years on the job as the next municipal election —
when Mayor Glover and Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella will be on the ballot — is in 2016.
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Letters to the Editor
Santa Claus Enjoyed His Visit to
SP - Ho! Ho! Ho! - Merry Christmas
I just wanted to take this opportunity to thank the children of all ages
who came out to see me at the Holiday Celebration in Scotch Plains this
past Sunday. It was great to see so
many people come out on a breezy,
but beautiful day. I had a lot of fun
meeting the nearly 300 children and
their families.
I want to thank the many people
who made my visit possible. Thanks
to the Scotch Plains Fire Department,
Department of Public Works, and
Recreation Department for helping
to set up the event and also allowing
it to run smoothly. Thank you to the
Scotch Plains Police Department for
keeping everyone safe. A special
thank you goes to Mayor Kevin
Glover for lighting the beautiful
Christmas tree in Alan Augustine
Park.
Thanks to Joanne Glover, Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella, and
Councilwoman-elect Rose Checchio
for their parts in coordinating the
day’s activities and for their plan-

ning. Thanks especially go to my
elves, Irene Bartels, Kim Nix, and
Sylvia Hicks for adding to the fun,
and to Queen Elsa for joining me for
pictures. A special thank you goes to
Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association President Lisa
Mohn of Apple Blossom Flower Shop
for planning the event. Lisa’s tireless
efforts have made the event a highlight of the holiday season for many
years. Thanks also go to the rest of
the volunteers who helped with face
painting, caricatures and tree decorating, in addition to all the event
sponsors, for helping to make the day
a wonderful success.
I want to wish everyone a happy,
healthy and peaceful holiday season.
Don’t forget my cookies (chocolate
chip or peanut butter) and milk (1
percent please – Mrs. Claus says I
need to lose some weight) on Christmas Eve! And please don’t forget the
carrots for the reindeer.
Santa Claus
North Pole

Remember The Westfield United Fund
During the Holiday Season This Year
The season of giving is here, and
The Westfield United Fund is counting on the support of our community
again this year. Why? Because people
are counting on us! Through our 20
member agencies, we help the seniors who are struggling to remain
independent, the young families who
need affordable child care, the
troubled teens looking for guidance
and support, and the handicapped
residents who rely on social services
to function as members of the community.
After more than 75 years of caring,
the Westfield United Fund is still the

best way to help the most people with
a single donation. That is why I am
proud to say that I support the WUF,
and I hope that your readers will, too.
All of us at the Westfield United
Fund are especially thankful to the
many Westfield residents and business owners who have already supported us in our mission to help the
members of our community who need
care and social services. We wish you
all a joyous holiday season and a
healthy, Happy New Year!
Colleen McDonald Maz
President, WUF Board of Trustees

Freeholders Using Matching Grants to
Towns Hurts Taxpayers, Stop It!
Editor’s Note: The following was
sent to all 21 Union County mayors
and town councils.
*****
To all city mayor & councils:
As a local resident who follows the
Union County government and their
actions, I find many times their actions are questionable or unwarranted.
The recent granting to the county
towns from the Union County Open
Space Trust Fund (OSTF) is one such
abuse. The latest OSTF grant was set
up as a “matching type” grant. At a
recent county freeholder meeting I
spoke on the concern of having a
grant structure being a matching type
in this financial climate. That it would
force the towns to raise unexpectedly
additional taxes on our residents placing stress on the 2 percent mandated
budget cap. FYI - the YouTube video
link
is
here:
https://
w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=RwjUZT3RLCk
This was just the portion where I
spoke at the podium. (and was videotaped by the Union County Watchdog Association). What needs to be
pointed out is that at the end of the
meeting two freeholders responded
to my concerns (and the entire meeting should probably be televised later
from the county itself):
Freeholder Kowalski said rather
sardonically that she hoped that from
my proposal, “I wasn’t suggesting I
kick the disabled and indigent to the
curb”….picking on the specific topic
of the one resolution which I used as
an example. However, I actually noted

I did not want to get into particulars,
but just discuss the premise of “matching grants.” But any freeholder when
faced with reasonable concerns from
residents will normally twist things
with their own political agenda. She
is certainly possessed with the abusive force we have come to know
from our county government.
Also, Freeholder Bergen noted that
matching grants are a good way of
stretching the tax dollar for good
causes totally missing the point of the
match moneys creating higher taxations and financial stress on town
budgets.
I will politely call them clueless
knuckleheads who should really not
be in the freeholder position.
Regarding the nearly one million
dollars being given out by the OSTF
to the county towns that now has to be
matched by increasing town taxes by
an extra one million dollars: The local governments should pass a concerted resolution that either 1) they
demand the OSTF grant money
(which is actually their own constituents county taxes being returned after the county gets its vig) be directly
given and will not pay any matching
monies, or 2) the towns will take the
matching moneys out of next year’s
2015 OSTF tax collection.
The towns should get together immediately to make this statement by
resolution. I can be reached for any
questions or direction.
Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Many Negative Consequences Will
Flow From Body Cameras on Police

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark and
Linden.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

President Obama proposes spending $263 million for 50,000 body
cameras for police officers as if police officers are not to be trusted.
There is wrong conduct by law
enforcement, but there is innumerable right conduct by law enforcement and this should be made abundantly clear by our public leaders!
Law enforcement is doing its job
very well. Violent crimes and property crimes are considerably down,
according to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. (“Crime Statistics for
2013 Released”). Our country has
avoided another 9/11.
Law enforcement has become an
especially tough and dangerous job
in this age of terrorism. But, sadly,
there is insufficient public appreciation of this central fact.
Many negative consequences will
flow from body cameras on police
officers.
A furtherance of public distrust of
the police officer.
Further erosion of law enforcement morale already suffering from
growing public and governmental
distrust of law enforcement.
An immobilization of the police
officer, fearing that whatever action
he or she takes will be the subject of
some frivolous litigation.
Police officer apprehension that just
one slight mistake might cost the
police officer his or her job or even
promotion!
Invasion of privacy because the
interiors of home, office, and car and
the innocent bystander may be videotaped.

An expensive bureaucracy to
handle, interpret, store, and retrieve
the vast collections of video.
Misplacement or malfunction of
the body camera to the detriment of
the police officer and/or the suspect.
Misinterpretation of video.
Precedent set for yet other body
camera applications. The teacher?
The physician? The crossing guard?
The soldier? The list is endless.
Not even George Orwell in “Nineteen Eighty-Four” could have imagined the day when police officers
would be required to wear body cameras!
We had best support our police
officers rather than fault them as a
whole because of the transgressions
of the few! We need only turn to any
number of countries today to see the
results when there is no effective law
enforcement.
We must keep closely in mind the
Preamble to the United States Constitution declaring that our constitutional government “insure domestic
Tranquility.”
Put another way, under threat are
the very institutions of American law
that are our pride and the envy of the
world! And our protection!
United States Supreme Court Chief
Justice John Marshall said in
McCulloch v. Maryland, 17 U.S. 316
(1816), “We must never forget that it
is a constitution we are expounding.”
Apparently many of are forgetting
that it a legal system that we should
be defending!
Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Quaich – A shallow cup or drinking
vessel
2. Laminiferous – Consisting of layers
3. Zoopraxiscope – An early kind of
moving-picture projector
4. Ophiolatry – The worship of snakes
PLEUROSTEON
1. The lateral element of a bird’s sternum which joins onto the ribs
2. An extinct marine reptilian animal
having had a long neck, paddlelike limbs
and a length of 15 to 20 feet long
3. An air sac in the lungs of any animal
4. A thin, serous membrane which
covers the inside of the thorax
LIMU
1. Rust-colored
2. Full of life; very lively
3. Hawaiian seaweed
4. A sperm whale
PLIOFILM
1. A plastic coating used to protect
furniture
2. The meniscus or curved upper surface of water
3. A waterproof, transparent rubber
sheeting used for raincoats
4. The protective, transparent membrane surrounding the eyes
URSON
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Pertaining to the urinary tract
3. The Canada porcupine
4. Of or characteristic of a bear

Postings on
goleader.com
Item 2014-12-08 Fanwood – Due to
the forecast of inclement weather, the
Carriage House Poetry Series celebration of its 16th anniversary, scheduled
for Tuesday evening, December 9, has
been canceled. The series will resume in
February.
Item 2014-12-05 Elizabeth – The
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the County Manager invite
you to the 59th annual Christmas Carol
Sing-a-long Around the rotunda Christmas Tree on Wednesday, December 24,
at 10:30 a.m. The event will be held in the
rotunda of the Union County Courthouse
building, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth.
Item 2014-12-05 Westfield – You’re
cordially invited to Winter Wonderland,
a magical adventure full of creative crafts,
fun games and yummy treats! Saturday,
December 13, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
cafeteria at Westfield High School (enter
through the back lot). Hosted by Westfield
High School’s Key Club to benefit the
UNICEF Eliminate Project. Tickets $12
for children. Perfect for children 3 to 11.
Item 2014-12-05 Plainfield – Share
the joy of the holidays with family and
friends at a special family concert featuring festive music of the season. The
childrens matinee concert of Toys and
Other Magic will be performed by the
New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra
(NJIO) on Sunday, December 14 at 3
p.m. at St. Bernard and St. Stanislaus
Church, 1235 George Street in Plainfield.
The program includes family-friendly
music, a children’s play-along piece, and
post-concert interactive instrument petting zoo, where kids try out several different musical instruments. Admission is
free. For more information contact Mary
Beth Sweet, (908) 603-7691.
Item 2014-12-04 Scotch Plains – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary is still
collecting food for our Annual Food Drive
thru December 10th. Food will be donated to the Hillside Community Food
Bank. Food can be dropped off the Scotch
Plains YMCA and Newmark School in
Scotch Plains. Please no cellophane bags,
water or baby food.
Item 2014-12-04 Scotch Plains – The
Sixth Annual SPF Leadership Training
Conference to be held February 7, 2015
at SPFHS The Educational Enrichment
Foundation of SPF and the School District will co-sponsor a leadership training
conference for middle school students on
Saturday, Feb. 7th at SPFHS. SPF LTC
100 will train over 130 new student leaders from grades 5 to 8.
Item 2014-12-03 Westfield – The
Westfield Recreation Department will
host its 24th Annual Holiday Concert
featuring the Westfield Community Concert Band and the Edison Intermediate
School Broadway Singers on Wednesday, December 17, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. at
Edison Intermediate School in Westfield.
This free public concert culminates the
band’s 102nd anniversary season.
Item 2014-12-02 Cranford – Santa will
make a second appearance in Cranford
on Sat., December 20. His first stop will
be at Centennial Village from 10 a.m. to
noon. He will then return to the gazebo on
the corner of North Union and Springfield Avenues from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. for
holiday trolley rides around Cranford.
Item 2014-12-02 Westfield – A combined chorus of The Choral Art Society
of New Jersey and The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield choirs will lead a
Messiah Community Sing in The Presbyterian Church in Westfield at 3 p.m,
Sunday, December 14, 2014. Audience
members are invited to join in the singing
of choruses, or simply listen. Prepare to
have a grand time. Admission is $10 at
the door. For information call (908) 6545737.
Item 2014-11-29 Mountainside – Holy
Trinity Interparochial Schools Drama
Club will present Christmas Eve Chaos,
a light comedy of errors. The main cast
includes students in grades 4 through 6,
with a supporting cast of second- and
third-graders. Tickets are $10 at the door.
Come experience a little holiday mayhem on Friday, Dec. 12 or Saturday, Dec.
13 at 7:30 p.m. on the Pollard Hall stage
at Our Lady of Lourdes, 300 Central
Ave., Mountainside.
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Letters to the Editor
Board of Health Discusses STD,
TB Services, Vaccine Programs

Floyd Beane...Robert Wendel of the Westfield Historical Society announced that
the society was able to locate two photos of Officer Beane. See www.goleader.com/
14oct09/12.pdf, “Devil’s Den Salutes Floyd Beane,” a tribute to late former
Westfield Police Officer and Westfield High School (WHS) athlete Floyd Beane,
who died on October 1, 2014. Floyd Beane was the leading scorer for the 1941
WHS football team (9-0). Officer Beane’s obituary appeared in The Westfield
Leader October 16, 2014. See www.goleader.com/14oct16/14oct16.pdf.

Stocking Stuffer, “It’s All About Westfield”
Richard Peterson of Westfield created a fun card game to share
with your friends many clever
riddles about the town.
Did you know Westfield was
once the capital of New Jersey?
(Governor Joseph Bloomfield
left NewJersey on a business
trip, so he delivered the State
Seal to Charles Clark of Westfield,

the vice-president of the state. That
officially made Westfield the
state capital until the Governor
returned.
Mr. Clark operated a general
store on the corner of Broad St.
and South Ave.).
Have more fun. Pick up your
stocking stuffer at Baron’s or
The Town Book Store.

LIGHTS ON...Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada helps Santa Claus turn
the lights on at Trailside Nature and Science Center in Mountainside.

Great Gift Idea!
A subscription to the paper.
www.goleader.com/
subscribe

The Westfield Board of Health met
on December 1.
The board discussed the preliminary budget for 2015. We anticipate a
marked increased expense from the
City of Elizabeth. It provides us tuberculosis and sexually transmitted
disease clinical services and is doubling its charges for STD care and
chest x-rays. This greatly affects us,
since Union County is the only county
in the state that requires its local
municipalities to individually pay for
these services instead of paying for
them itself.
In November, eight retail food establishments were inspected and six
were satisfactory. Two establishments
were conditionally satisfactory and
are being monitored.
The seasonal influenza vaccination program is ongoing. It is best to
get vaccinated before the flu starts
spreading and a simple vaccination
can prevent the flu. Residents can
find a current list of flu vaccination
sites
and
schedules
at
www.westfieldnj.gov/health.
The Vaccines for Children Program
provides vaccines against measles,
mumps,
rubella,
varicella
(chickenpox), tetanus and other diseases at no charge for children who
are uninsured or underinsured for
vaccinations.
The Vaccines for Adults Program
provides vaccines against influenza,
pneumonia, shingles, meningitis,
human papilloma virus (HPV), and
tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis
(Tdap) for uninsured individuals or
persons with Medicaid or Medicare
(but not Part D).
For more information about these
two programs and to schedule an
appointment, please contact Laura
Scanlon, the public health nursing
supervisor, at (908) 789-4070, extension
4074
or
lscanlon@westfieldnj.gov.
The Westfield Regional Health
Department is also sponsoring bone
density screening on Monday, December 15, and cholesterol screening on Monday, December 22, with
Overlook Medical Center. Both programs are from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the Overlook Downtown Center, 357
Springfield Avenue, in Summit. Each
requires a $10 charge. For more information and to register, please call

the Overlook Community Health
Department at 1-800-247-9580.
At this time of year, we want to
thank the staff and senior staff of the
health department for their dedication and work all year on behalf of
public health in Westfield and our
neighboring communities. The senior staff includes Megan Avallone,
RN, the health officer and director,
and Ms. Scanlon and Helen Mendez,
the principal registered environmental health specialist.
Finally, I want to thank the volunteer members of the Board of Health
for their wisdom, kindness and commitment this past year. They are Thomas K. O’Neill, vice-president;
Mitchell C. Beinhaker, esq.; Sherl
Brand,
RN;
Dr.
Vasilios
Diamantopoulos; Tricia Lerner, PA;
Dr. Maria Lo Grippo, Joshua Suri,
RPh, and Dr. David Weinman, and
David Oliveira, CPA, our council liaison.
Information about all of the
department’s activities is available
on its website, www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
December 1 meeting will be posted
after review and approval at our
Monday, January 12, 2015, meeting,
which starts at 5 p.m. in the municipal building. The public is invited to
attend.
Lawrence D. Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

PARTY...The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC) held
their Christmas party at Shackomaxon Country Club. Pictured are: Front row,
Chris Devine, chairman; Mary Cirillo, executive assistant for 28 years; Gene
Jannotti, executive director; back row, Maria Fuentes, Harold Star, Carol
Kearney, Barbara Murphy, Paula Ehoff, Stephanie Branna, Etya Novik, Mitch
Beinhaker, and Tim York.--- Posted on goleader ---

Leaf Collection Status in Westfield
2014-12-05 Westfield - Just sharing a quick update regarding the Town
of Westfield leaf collection. The town
is more than half way done with the
2nd pass in our Ward and the 2nd pass
should be completed by next Friday,
December 12. There will be a 3rd

pass as well followed by the street
sweeper. Thanks again and have a
nice weekend.
Mark LoGrippo
David Oliveira
3rd Ward Councilmen

Christmas Trees Disposal Service
2014-12-05 Westfield - High
School Choir and Band Christmas
Trees Disposal Service set to take
place on January 3; Westfield High
School Choir and Band will once
again be holding its popular Christmas tree pick up fundraiser. Proceeds
will go directly to the 2015 choir and
band trips to Scotland/England and
Austria/Czech Republic. Pick up is
scheduled for Saturday, January 3,
2015 with a January 10 snow date;

high school music students will remove the tree from curbside and transport to the conservation center. This
service is available to Westfield residents at $15 per tree; additional donation is greatly appreciated. Please
make checks payable to WHS Music,
cash is also accepted. Reservation
can be made via e-mail to
whschristmastrees@gmail.com, by
January 1st. Please include your last
name, address and a phone number.

TRIAL LAWYERS
Est. 1984

Negligence Cases

PREMIER
SAVINGS
ACCOUNT

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains • www.jonbramnick.com

1.30

%
APY*

For Account Balances Between
$100,000 - $999,998.99

N&C Jewelers

Westﬁeld Ofﬁce
828 South Avenue West
eNorthﬁeld.com | (908) 789-9600
*

Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) in effect as of November 21, 2014 and subject to change without notice, including after the account is
opened. Minimum balance of $35,000 to open Premier Savings account. Accounts are for new money only. New money is deﬁned as
funds not currently on deposit with Northﬁeld Bank. In each month that the account is open, if the account balance drops below $15,000
on any given day, a monthly fee of $20 will be imposed. Fees could reduce earnings. Accounts with balances between $0 - $299.99 earn
no interest. Accounts with balances between $300 - $14,999.99 earn 0.10% on the entire balance. Accounts with balances between
$15,000 - $34,999.99 earn 0.10% on the entire balance. Accounts with balances between $35,000.00 - $99,999.99 earn 0.15% on the entire
balance. Accounts with balances between $100,000.00 - $999,998.99 earn 1.30% on the entire balance. Accounts with balances over
$999,999.00 earn 0.25% on the entire balance. Transaction limitations apply. See an account representative for details.
Member FDIC.

908-233-3380

102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ
nandcjewelers@gmail.com
Holiday Hours

Nabig Sakr

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 10am - 7:30pm
Saturday: 10am - 5:30pm • Sunday: 11am - 4pm

Carmen Cascao

Page

6

Thursday, December 11, 2014

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Author, Designer, Mom Carla Komar
Pens Her First Children’s Book

’90s Nightlife Legend The Clubhouse
Returns In Stunning Mature Form
UNION — The Clubhouse nightclub, originally in Plainfield, N.J.,
was a 90’s destination for those seeking a more mature environment with
a rock backdrop. On November 26,
The Clubhouse returned, with a modern flair, sharing space with the restaurant Rio Rodizio in Union, N.J.
Rich Bodmer, the original Clubhouse founder, along with partner
Joe Nitti and the owners of Rio, have
succeeded where few clubs have —
offering an upscale but approachable
nightlife environment that truly caters to the desires of a 30-plus crowd.
Atmosphere
Clubhouse In Rio delivers a highenergy nightlife experience by combining the essence of a NYC nightclub with New Jersey roots. The
club’s lighting is sophisticated with
a music backdrop that isn’t overwhelming. The environment is inviting and relaxing with plenty of
seating and table space, a rarity at
other venues. Valet parking adds to
the upscale feel and is a welcomed
sight during winter months or to
those wearing heels.
Crowd Description
The crowd is a refreshing reflection
of a 30-plus lifestyle; sprinkled with
accomplished and approachable men
and women looking to exhale after a
long week. There are many familiar

faces from the original Clubhouse days
with plenty of new fresh faces that
reflect the club’s updated spirit.
Music
The Clubhouse In Rio plays mostly
’80s, ’90s and Latin flair music; a
welcomed rest from Taylor Swift.
The club also plans to have live bands
from around the state.
Food
When visiting the Clubhouse In
Rio, come hungry as the food does
not disappoint. From a robust tapas
and sushi menu to rodizio served in
the main dining room, the chef has
definitely considered a more mature
palate along with a variety of dietary
preferences. Equally considerate are
the comfortable price points.
Summary
All in all, the soft-launch of Clubhouse In Rio was a blast. The club has
a full calendar of upcoming events,
including everything from ladies
nights to champagne promotions, that
promise to keep patrons both entertained and impressed.
Clubhouse In Rio: Located in Rio
Rodizio, 2185 U.S. 22, Union, N.J.
07083.
Hours: 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. Thursday
and Friday.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Champagne Tapas

Cranford Subway
Posts Grand Opening
CRANFORD — Cranford SUBWAY Grand Opening! Come in for a
Buy One Get One Footlong Special
on Saturday, December 13, from 7
a.m. to 11 p.m., and Enter For a
Chance to WIN FREE SUBWAY for
a year! Jolly holiday visitor from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. Did you know Santa
Eats Fresh? For more information,
stop by 200 South Avenue or call
(908) 931-9800.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Caregivers Meetings
Held at St. Helen’s
WESTFIELD — A support group
for individuals who are caring for
elderly or chronically ill loved ones
meets on the first non-holiday Monday of each month, at 7:30 p.m., in
the parish center of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on Lamberts
Mill Road in Westfield.
The group will meet next on January 5. These are information and sharing sessions. For more information,
call Marilyn Ryan at (908) 232-1214.

Drug or Criminal Charges?

Call Jon Bramnick

ANGELS COME TO WESTFIELD...Jersey Mike’s of Westfield franchise owners Carol Greco and Norm Greco invite area residents to help spread some
holiday cheer this season by picking an angel from the Giving Tree in their store
and buying a present for someone in need. Jersey Mike’s is one of four area
businesses participating in the Westfield Area Y’s Giving Tree program.

Giving Trees at Merchants
Promote ‘Togetherhood’
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
AreaY is participating in a nationwide
initiative for social responsibility
called “Togetherhood.” Togetherhood
is a volunteer-led and idea-driven community service project. Community
members and Y members are invited
to start, lead and participate in volunteer service projects that benefit the
community and local organizations.
The Westfield Area Y will help turn
ideas into action.
The
first
community
“Togetherhood” service project is The
Giving Tree. This project started as an
idea and volunteers turned it into action, creating a way to give people in
need a memorable holiday. Volunteers from the community partnered
with four local merchants to benefit
Community Access Unlimited —
Runaway and Homeless Youth Shelter this holiday season. At-risk youth
often come to Community Access
Unlimited having lived in many places
but rarely a real home. The vision of
Community Access Unlimited —
Runaway and Homeless Youth Shelter is to halt the cycle of homelessness
by offering engaging programs that
enable youth to move forward to a
safer, healthier and a more productive
way of living within the community.
Those who would like to help make
someone’s holiday special can go to
one of the participating businesses
and pick an angel, purchase a gift,
wrap the gift and place it under the
tree with the angel tag attached by
Monday, December 22. Participating
merchants are as follows:
Jersey Mike’s, 144 East Broad Street,
Westfield; Hilltop Bicycles, 30 Eastman
Street, Cranford; The Westfield Running Company, 123 Quimby Street,
Westfield, and The Juice House, 510

North Avenue, Garwood.
For more information, contact Ben
Nanna, assistant director, Special Programs and Events, at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 279, or e-mail
bnanna@westfieldynj.org.
To learn more about Westfield Area
Y programs, visit westfieldynj.org.
Financial assistance is available for
those who qualify.

Miller-Cory Invites All
To Italian Christmas
WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory
House Museum will celebrate the
Christmas season of Italy this Sunday,
December 14, from 2 to 4 p.m., with a
program entitled “Italian Christmas
Customs.” The museum is located at
614 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.
The program will include a short
presentation on the Italian holiday
season, as well as children’s activities. In the museum’s Frazee Building, members of the Cooking Committee will prepare Italian holiday
recipes over the open hearth. The gift
shop, which carries a variety of colonial toys, crafts, books and educational materials, will be open.
Admission is $3 for adults and children age 13 and older; $2 for children
ages 3 to 12, and free for those under
age 3. This will be the last program of
the museum’s autumn season. The
first winter event will be “The Wonderful World of Snow Globes” on
Sunday, January 11.
For more information on programs
and activities or to schedule a museum tour or special program, e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com or
call (908) 232-1776. Information also
is posted on Facebook. The museum’s
website is millercoryhouse.org.

Happy Holidays
Dr. Anthony Loomis, Dr. Scott Linick, Dr. Shannon Cabell
and Dr. Kathleen Neumann.

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

357 South Ave. E
(908) 233-6030
Mon-Fri: 8am-8pm
Sat: 8am-3pm

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
www.jonbramnick.com

Carla Komar, local resident and
first-time author of “Everybody
Loves Hazel,” is a firm believer that
the world is made up of good things
and good people.
Carla has begun an exciting journey to help teach young children
that Happiness, Hope, Peace, Love,
Trust and Friendship guarantee a
way to create happy and healthy
lives for us all. She is doing this
through a lovable character named
Hazel who is a cool chick that exudes only love, and hearts literally
follow her wherever she goes. Because of Hazel’s positive nature,
everyone Hazel meets wants to join
in the fun by helping her spread love
and happiness. It’s as simple as that.
According to Carla, the Hazel Says
Credo states, “We live in a world
that moves pretty fast... and for our
children, even faster. Each day, we
have to take the good, the bad and
the ugly as it comes our way, so why
not focus on the good?”
“I believe our jobs as parents and
teachers are to take the time to help
children understand that good really
is around us and that smiles can cure
a lot more than we think. We must
teach children early on that these six
simple beliefs are key ingredients to
a better life. Children celebrate each
day with innocence and optimism;
let’s keep these ideals going as long
as possible and then simply pass
them on. Happiness can be contagious,” adds Carla.
Carla has had a successful career
in children’s apparel and accessory
design in both New York City and
Minneapolis. She has always loved
all aspects of design, but is most

passionate about the children’s market. There is a sense of fun and
innocence about kids and how they
creatively present themselves. It’s
their free spirit that allows them to
be individuals, which is a key lesson
she believes all children should be
taught.
“I love being able to use color and
prints to tell a story, which is what I
did with Hazel,” says Carla, who has
designed colorful accessories that
feature the six key meanings behind
Hazel’s beliefs.
The Love Cuff is an idea she developed and patented a few years
ago. Its bold color and comfort are
perfect for kids. The charm bracelets are great for collecting, trading
and gifting. All can be mixed,
matched and stacked. All of the accessories are made in the USA and
retail for less than $10 each.
Carla hopes to become more involved in the local grammar schools
by helping to promote the six simple
beliefs found within her book. “Once
children begin school, anything goes,
so I’d like to focus on what is good
and show kids how amazing life can
be just by following Hazel’s simple
little life lessons,” continues Carla.
Like Hazel, Carla realizes how
rewarding it is to live a life full of
love and happiness, and then to simply pass it on.
“Everybody Loves Hazel” is available at local book stores and on
Amazon.com, and Hazel’s colorful
children’s accessories are available
at www.HazelSays.com.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

HAPPINESS WITH HAZEL...Local author Carla Komar and daughter Charlie
are pictured with Hazel’s Birthday Cake at Carlo’s Bakery in Westfield.

Fellowship Helping Hands

from your friends at Westfield Animal Hospital

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

WestfieldAnimal.com
Follow Us
On Facebook

Ask about our “Smart Puppy” Program

Enjoy our Special Holiday Offers!
FREE Exam for New Clients*
*$75 value. Available to new clients only. Limit one coupon per client.

1 FREE Night of Boarding with a Week Stay**
**A $25 value. Limit one coupon per client. Offer must be used with your week stay.

Merry Christmas and
Happy Hanukkah
from our “Family” to yours.

Dependable
Care at Home
Mom was always
“there
for me. Now
it’s time for me
to be there for
her. That’s why
Fellowship
Helping
Hands is the
right choice for our family.

”

Medical/Non-medical Care and Care Coordination Including:

• Personal care
• Medication oversight
• Transportation to appointments and shopping
• Meal prep and light housekeeping
• Attentive companionship…and more

TRY US FOR 3 HOURS
FOR JUST $49!

May the peace and joy of the

Call 877-708-1121 for a complimentary
consultation
Hours are consecutive. For 1x use only.

holiday season remain with you

Give the gift of love.
Gift cards also available!

through the coming year.
Family
Investors
Company
265 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Visit us on the Web at www.familyinvestors.com

CALL TODAY FOR A COPY OF
OUR FREE NEWSLETTER
“FAMILY MATTERS”

908-322-1800
Member FINRA & SIPC

A Part of Fellowship
Senior Living

We also accept private pay,
pre-approved long-term care
insurance and most major
credit cards.

8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
www.FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

All Saints’ Church Reveals
Services For Christmas
SCOTCH PLAINS — The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church has three
worship services planned for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. While
different in style, each service will
offer attendees an opportunity to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.
On Wednesday, December 24,
Christmas Eve, a Family Service of
“Lessons and Carols” with Holy Eucharist will take place at 5 p.m. The
Christmas Story will be reenacted,
with shepherds, angels and kings, and
Bible readings will alternate with carols for the whole congregation to sing.
The Youth Choir will lead everyone in
making “a joyful noise unto the Lord.”
The Festival Service on Christmas
Eve, at 10 p.m., will feature music
from the All Saints’ Choir. There also
will be a sermon from the rector,
Holy Eucharist and the singing of
“Silent Night” by candlelight.

On Thursday, December 25, Christmas Day, a Christmas Eucharist will
be celebrated at 10 a.m., with a sermon by the rector.
The 12 days of the Christmas season include Sunday, December 28,
and Sunday, January 4, during which
the Christmas celebration will continue. Holy Eucharist will be celebrated at 8 a.m. and at 10 a.m., and
Christmas music will be featured at
the 10 a.m. service both days.
The All Saints’ Episcopal Church
is located at 559 Park Avenue, across
from Park Middle School, in Scotch
Plains. Parking is available behind
the church, accessed via Church Avenue to School Place. MaryRose
Clark is organist and choirmaster.
The Reverend Jane Rockman is rector. For more information, call (908)
322-8047 or visit the church website,
allsaints-spnj.org.

ADVENT CELEBRATION...The Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford invites
members of the community to attend its Advent Evensong service this Sunday,
December 14, at 6 p.m. Held in celebration of Advent, a season of anticipation and
the start of the Christian liturgical year, this service will feature the Trinity Choir
and the Trinity Bell Choir. Pictured is last year’s holiday service.

Advent Evensong to Be Held
Sunday at Trinity Church
CRANFORD — The Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, will hold an Advent Evensong service this Sunday,
December 14, beginning at 6 p.m.
“Advent is the beginning of the
Christian liturgical year and is a
season of anticipation,” said the
Reverend Gina Walsh-Minor, rector at Trinity Episcopal Church.
“Advent anticipates both the birth
of Christ as Messiah and also his second coming. Evensong is the term for
the Rite of Evening Prayer when it is
delivered chorally,” she continued.
The service will feature both the
Trinity Choir and the Trinity Bell
Choir under the direction of Anthony Rafaniello, Trinity Episcopal Church’s music director.
The date of December 14 also
commemorates Saint John of the
Cross, 1540-1591, a Spanish priest
who co-founded the Discalced
Carmelite order. “His writings on
the growth of the soul are considered to be the height of Spanish
mystical literature,” Reverend
Walsh-Minor noted.

“The music selections for the service are intended to honor St. John’s
mysticism,” said Mr. Rafaniello.
Everyone is welcome to attend
this service. For additional information, call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.
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Menorah Lightings, Events
For Chanukah to Be Held

AHOY!...The Theatre to All cast prepares to welcome aboard attendees to their
production of Pirates of Penzance, to be presented in the auditorium at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. Performances will take place tonight and tomorrow, December 11 and 12, at 7 p.m.;
Saturday, December 13, at 3 p.m., and Sunday, December 14, at 2 p.m.

Pirates of Penzance to Open
Tonight at St. Bart’s Church
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Theatre to All will present Pirates of
Penzance, this evening through
Sunday, at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church.
Admission will be free.
The show blends pirates and romance, intrigue and comedy. It follows young Frederick, an ambitious and dutiful young man who
has just been released from his
service to the fearsome pirates of
Penzance. In this swashbuckling
adventure, Frederick meets an
overzealous Major General, a cowardly police force, and a bevy of
beautiful maidens.
Now in its fifth year at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle, Theatre
to All was founded by Lina Zikas
as a means for children to “give
back” their talent. The Pirates of
Penzance cast includes more than
30 children and teenagers, ages 7
to 16.
Theatre to All is directed and
performed exclusively by youngsters on a mission to raise money
for those struggling financially in
the local community.
In lieu of admission, voluntary
donations for the Charity Begins
at Home Fund will be collected.
The Fund, run by St. Bartholomew
Church, has helped people pay their
rent, utility bills or unforeseen
medical expenses.
The show will run tonight, Thursday, December 11, beginning at 7

p.m.; tomorrow, Friday, December 12, at 7 p.m.; Saturday, December 13, at 3 p.m., and Sunday,
December 14, at 2 p.m., in the
auditorium at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church. The church is located at 2032 Westfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains.
During the December 13 matinee, there will be a “Dress like a
Pirate” competition, with a prize
awarded for the best costume. All
ages are welcome to participate in
this competition.

WESTFIELD/GARWOOD —
All are invited to be part of the
Advent worship services at the New
Community Church on consecutive Sundays, December 14 and
21, in preparation for the celebration of Christmas. Sunday services
are held at 9:30 a.m. at The
Westwood in Garwood.
Additionally, there will be a special service on Christmas Eve,
Wednesday, December 24, at 5
p.m., at The Westwood. Senior
Pastor Jeff Ebert will preach. The
Westwood is located at 438 North
Avenue, Garwood.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

Home Financing By
OWEN BRAND

Local: 908-789-2730
Cell: 908-337-7282
owen.brand@pncmortgage.com

plimentary Home Depot apron. The
event also will feature Chanukah
doughnuts and gelt. Materials for
the menorah will be provided courtesy of The Home Depot. Reservations are preferred and requested
but not required for this program.
For more information or to respond, call the Torah Center at
(908)
789-5252,
e-mail
info@torahcenter.org or visit
torahcenter.org.
The UCTC will sponsor a
“Chanukah on Ice” event at the
Union Sports Arena in Union, located on Route 22 West next to
Best Buy, on Saturday, December
20, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Participants will skate to Jewish music
while watching a menorah being
lit in the center of the rink. Refreshments will be served. The cost
is $10 per person, including skates.
Reservations are not required.
The UCTC also has announced
that a Chanukah show will air on
Tuesday, December 16, at 7 p.m., and
on Thursday, December 18, at 7:30
p.m., on Comcast Cable Channel 96.
For more information on any of
these events, call the Torah Center
at (908) 789-5252, e-mail
info@torahcenter.org or visit
torahcenter.org.

BLEND OF VOICES...Cantor Matt Axelrod of Congregation Beth Israel in
Scotch Plains leads the Community Choir at the annual Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on November 24 at Temple Sholom in Scotch
Plains. The service was sponsored by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerial Association, which is comprised of local faith leaders, town mayors, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school superintendent and the heads of several nonprofit organizations. The houses of worship take turns hosting the service
each year. Cantor Axelrod is the current president of the Ministerial
Association.

The Law Office of

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

NMLS# 222999
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WESTFIELD — The Union
County Torah Center (UCTC) has
announced that a Menorah Lighting
ceremony will take place in downtown Westfield at the train station on
North Avenue on Tuesday, December 16, at 7 p.m. The Cranford
Menorah Lighting will be held across
from the municipal building near
the gazebo on Wednesday, December 17, at 7 p.m. There will be music,
refreshments and “Chanukah Gelt”
for everyone in attendance.
Additionally, the UCTC will
sponsor menorahs at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building on Park
Avenue and at Mountainside Borough Hall on Route 22 East.
Chanukah, the Festival of Lights,
will begin on December 16 at sundown and continue through Tuesday, December 23. Chanukah focuses largely on the meaning of civil
liberties and religious freedom.
The UCTC will team up with
The Home Depot, located at 200
South Avenue, Garwood, to offer a
children’s menorah workshop.
Open to the public free of charge,
this workshop will take place this
Sunday, December 14, from 12:30
to 1:30 p.m. All participants will
have the opportunity to build their
own menorah and receive a com-

New Community Sets
Holiday Services
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Member
FDIC
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the insurance companies yourself?
I can help.
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In New Jersey

PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”). PNC Mortgage is a division of PNC Bank,
National Association, a subsidiary of PNC. All loans are provided by PNC Bank, National Association and are subject to credit
approval and property appraisal. 2014 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Mom 2 Go
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Westfield Library to Address
Healthy Eating at Holidays
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a
program entitled “Healthy Eating
during the Holidays” on Wednesday, December 17, at 7 p.m. Presented by Maryanne ChristianoMistretta, this program will provide nutritional recipes and helpful hints, and will wrap up with a
healthy dish.
Ms. Christiano-Mistretta is a selfemployed, award-winning writer
and public speaker who has been
writing professionally since 1995.
Her work has appeared in The Paterson Press, The Alternative Press of
Westfield, The Patch, The Montclair
Times, The Jersey City Independent,
Skinny News, NJ Health and Fitness, The Aquarian Arts Weekly,
The West Sider, The Chelsea Clinton
News and Exit, among others. She
wrote “On the Guest List: Adventures of a Music Journalist” and her
second book, “Love Cats,” will be
published in early 2015.
This program will be free and
open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders.

MURAL cardholders belong to libraries that are part of the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. To find out
if one’s library participates, call
the Westfield Memorial Library at
(908) 789-4090. To register for the
program, visit the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension 0.
Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the library at 550 East Broad Street for
a copy of its award-winning, quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

SCOTCH PLAINS — The First
United Methodist Church is planning
a special worship service for those
coping with a difficult holiday season
on Sunday, December 21, entitled
“Blue Christmas: A Celebration of
Hope.” It will take place between 3
and 4 p.m. All are welcome.
Acknowledging the impact the approaching Christmas holiday has on
those who may be facing the loss of
a loved one, a devastating illness, an
emotional trauma, or just the pressure of preparing for another holiday season, the church believes that
a quiet, somber worship service
would provide comfort.
Scripture, music and meditation
will focus on the promise of God’s
comfort in people’s darkest times.
The service will provide the opportunity to grieve, but also to experience hope given freely through
God’s grace.
The First United Methodist
Church is located at 1171 Terrill
Road, Scotch Plains. For more information, call Nancy Lowrie at
(908) 322-9222 or Pastor Carletta
Aston at (973) 495-4303.

First Baptist Youth to Stage
Variety Concert on Sunday

GIVING BACK...Religious School students at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield took
part in #GivingTuesday December 2. Students in grades 7 to 12 rolled and tied
plastic utensils to be given to Elijah’s Promise Soup Kitchen in New Brunswick and
made sustainable brown-bag lunches to be distributed to the homeless through
Bridges Outreach, Inc. in Summit. Additionally, eighth and ninth graders made
Chanukah gift bags to be personally delivered to local senior citizens.

Garwood Library Collecting
Pet Food For Local Shelters

‘Blue Christmas’ to Be
FUMC Service Theme

WHAT A HOOT...Recently, bird
watchers have been “flocking” to the
Fanwood Nature Center to see a rare
winged creature — “Dendrous owlus,”
commonly known as tree owl — that
is “roosting” in a maple tree at the
wildlife observation area. To visit tree
owl, follow the brown signs from the
intersection of La Grande and Martine
Avenues; park along Cray Terrace at
the PSE&G power lines, and walk
north towards Route 22 along the
power lines. The entrance is a short
distance on the left. Cray Terrace intersects Terrill Road one block south
of La Grande Avenue.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library is collecting pet food
during the holiday season for cats
and dogs available for adoption who
are being cared for by volunteers at
local animal shelters. These shelters rely on donations from the public to provide food and comfort for
the pets in their care.
To alleviate some of the cost of
caring for these often forgotten animals, the library is collecting canned,
boxed and bagged pet foods to be
distributed locally to animal rescue
facilities. This holiday-season food
collection will be held during the
entire month of December and will

end on Monday, January 5, 2015.
Pet food donations may be
dropped off at the Garwood Public
Library during business hours. The
library is located at the corner of
Walnut Street and Third Avenue,
behind the Lincoln School complex. It is open from 9 a.m. to 8
p.m., Monday through Thursday,
and 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fridays.
The library also is open on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Individuals are asked not to place
their donations in the library’s outside
book drop. For more information, call
the library at (908) 789-1670 or email garwoodlibrary@gmail.com.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y is offering “My Playroom,”
for children who are walking to age
3, at the Robert and Virginia Bauer
Family Branch, located at 422 East
Broad Street, Westfield. It is designed
to give children a feel and sense of a
classroom routine.
The class starts out with a song and
story, then children and adults can
explore with table toys, participate in
gym activities or visit the art table.
Activities provide children the opportunity to develop fine and gross
motor skills and also to build, explore
and pretend with an adult.
Additionally, the Y offers other
parent/child classes for infants up to
age 4, including Music Time, Messy

Art and Book Craft and Play. All
classes are offered at the Bauer Branch
and run for 45 minutes. Each child is
accompanied by an adult parent, family member or babysitter.
Classes will run from January 4
through February 28. Interested persons can register online or at the
Welcome Center at the Main Y Facility, located at 220 Clark Street,
Westfield. Registration begins today,
Thursday, December 11, for members and opens to non-members on
Monday, December 15.
For more information about
Westfield Area Y Preschool or Kindergarten programs, call Eileen Rooney at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 423, or
e-mail erooney@westfieldynj.org.

Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)
Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns
Call for an appointment
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500

www.sg-cpas.com

The Westfield Memorial Library presents
Healthy Eating for the Holidays
Wednesday, December 17 at 7:00 pm

WESTFIELD — The Youth Group
of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield will present a musical variety concert this Sunday, December
14, at 4 p.m. It will take place at the
church, located at 170 Elm Street.
The program will begin in recital
format showcasing a variety of solo
performers of diverse styles and musical development and then will proceed into a rock concert featuring
the bands “Spyked” and “El Guapo”
from the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts Rock Performance Workshop. Food and drink will be available throughout the concert. A free
will offering will be taken at the
door to support First Baptist Youth
Group missions.
In the last three years, the youth
group has hosted a summer camp in
Costa Rica, rebuilt homes devastated by Hurricane Sandy and has
labored on a therapeutic riding farm
in upstate New York. These missions all provide the receiving communities with meaningful support
and development, while simultaneously providing the youth with
rich, hands-on experience in conscientious service.

YOUTH ON A MISSION...The youth group of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield will hold a musical variety concert this Sunday, December 14, beginning at 4 p.m. A free will offering will support the youth group’s missions.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Zach Brown, Glen Brown, Jason Steinfeld, Katie
McGuire, Johnny Klikushin, Owen Martin, Ricardo Ribeiro and Melissa Winey
at Athelas Therapeutic Riding in Otego, N.Y., one of the group’s mission sites.

Fanwood Library Friends Net
Record Amount at Book Sale
FANWOOD — The Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library raised
more money at its September book
sale than ever in its 28-year history
— $10,600. The credit goes to the
64 volunteers whose efforts made
the event possible, according to
Thena Rosahl, event chairwoman.
Preparation for the annual event
begins in January when the Fanwood
Recreation Department slots the sale
into its calendar. In early September,
borough officials hand over the key
to Forest Road Park and the Fanwood
senior citizens graciously relinquish
the space. The Department of Public
Works (DPW) and the rescue squad
bring tables for setup. The Friends of
the Scotch Plains Public Library lend
bookends and shelving. Fruit boxes
for sorting books arrive by the truckload from one long-time volunteer.
The Fanwood Memorial Library staff
answers inquiries, lends book carts
and tables. The scores of volunteers,
who worked 570 hours this year, are
organized by Lori Katz.
Even before the doors open for
donations, residents from surrounding towns line up to give materials.
“Some donors,” said Ms. Rosahl,
“even hoard their books from one
year to the next waiting for this sale.”
“Like similar events requiring an
organized, personable, goal-directed
and yet patient leader, our book sale
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ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Specializing in comforting
fearful children
• Laser Dentistry

E

G

CE

50

N
I

L

• Oral Conscious Sedation
BRAT

YEARS

ting Healthy Smiles
Crea

“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”

Sign up online at www.wmlnj.org
and click on the Calendar link, or
call 908.789.4090 option 0.
It’s your Library … make the most of it

550 East Broad Street Westfield
www.wmlnj.org
908.789.4090

has run like a well-oiled machine these
past seven years because of Thena,”
said Carol Campell, president of the
Friends. “She and her team of volunteers, including her husband and children, recognize how much the book
sale supports the love of reading.”
When asked how the organization
plans to use the funds raised through
the sale, Ms. Campell said, “Where do
I start? The library could use so many
things after four years of budget cuts.”
In the past, the Friends have bought a
fax machine, computers, a projector,
children’s furniture, end panels for the
stacks in the Children’s Department,
covers for magazines and materials for
programs. The Friends also provided
seed money for the CD and DVD collections, and all library programs, including the children’s summer reading
program, are funded by the Friends.
Books, DVDs and CDs that remain
after the sale go to high-school projects
like the one for Books to Africa and a
library in the Philippines; local thrift
stores; train station book shelves; the
Fanwood Library; local programs such
as the Trunk-or-Treat children’s Halloween event; organizations benefiting children and veterans; Goodwill;
Lupus Foundation; Cookbooks for Taiwan, and Norwood Terrace Assisted
Living, among others. What cannot be
given away is collected by the DPW
and recycled.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III

Always struggling with food during the holiday parties
and dinners? Get help at this informational program
presented by writer Mayanne Christiano-Mistretta.
She’ll provide nutritional recipes, helpful hints and
wrap up with a truly healthy dish.

It’s your Library … make the most of it

“I am excited to be involved in
hosting this showcase of talented
and inspiring musicians in support
of the FBC youth missions program,”
Youth Director Glen Brown commented about the upcoming concert. “There will be younger children playing their first recital as well
as seasoned performers. It promises
to be an informal and exciting event
for all involved.
“The event itself provides the FBC
Youth Group a service commitment
to the local community and the proceeds from the event will be used to
effect change and development in
the youth themselves as well as the
larger community,” he added.
The First Baptist Church Youth
Group meets each Sunday from 5 to
7:30 p.m. and welcomes any youth in
grades 5 to 12, regardless of religious
affiliation. Youth Group regularly includes fast-paced activities, fulfilling
service, religious study and dinner. For
more information, call the First Baptist
Church at (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net. To
learn more about the First Baptist
Church of Westfield, visit
fbcwestfield.org.

Registration Gets Underway
For Preschool Classes at Y

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs
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palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions
Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference
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General Anesthesia services
by Board Certified Pediatric
Anesthesiologists in the dental
office or hospital setting

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry
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Julie Jong, D.M.D.
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Westfield NJ, 07090
908-232-0099
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John Chang, D.D.S.

Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry
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Honor Roll
son Kirsch, Evan Krishnamurthy,
Emma Krueger, Chloe Landau, Celia
Lanza, Amanda Lee, Yan
Leyzerovych, Alexa Linsky, Douglas
Logan, Kamryn Lombardi, Thomas
Mcguire, Ronald Melao. Jenna Miller,
Sophia Morales, Jackson O’Brien,
Jason Orenberg, James Peretz, Jordan Phillips, Ashley Postaski,
Madeline Reynders, Julia Rickert,
Marshall Roberson, Rachel
Rothenberg, Gabriella Russitano,
John Sandstedt, Bridget Scaglione,
Henry Schwartz, Sara Shen, Sarah
Silva ,Matthew Siroty, Brady Smith,
Alan Souza, Julia Souza, Makenzie
Stratton, Samantha Stravach, Ashlen
Suen, Lauren Sullivan, Amanda
Szaro, Caroline Tan, James Tichenor,
Julian Trott, Ethan Useloff, Lia Varga,
Sophia Vera, Jordan Wallis, Glen
Warner, Eliza Weiniger, Edward
Xing, Jeffrey Yang, Eric Yoon,
Zachary Youssef, Brian Zale, Irving
Zhao
Honor Roll
Tahani Ahmed, Joshua Ballecer,
Hannah Bass, Jezaniah Benaojan,
Nichola, Bencivenga, Jeffrey Bennett,
Luke Bigosinski, Anna Bowman,
Briana Brown, Jeffry Cabrera, Devin
Caherly, Aaron Camacho, Brandon
Capistrano, Olivia Cappo, Michael
Carlone, Lindsey Casale, Charlotte
Clausen, Ciara Collins, Andrew
Cosenza, Brendan Cox, Isabella
Cuccaro, Alessandra D’Olier-Lees,
Jaimie De Dea, Yuliana De Los Rios,
Jillian DeBenedetto, Jack DiFilippo,
Taylor Dobson, Rose Dudzinski,
Marquise Ellerbe, Allison Escaldi,
Gabriella Estrada, Benjamin
Fishman, Diana Fitzmaurice, Amy
Forbes, Michael Fuccillo, Fady Galal,
Andy Garcia, Jasmin Garcia, Haley
Gasson, Jack Gerris, Jolene Ghaly,
Logan Gibbs, Mayrin Gomez, Kamil
Gonzalez, Nathan Gotz, Thalia
Grandinetti, Zuzanna Gujda, Joel
Guzman, Alexa Habib, Connor Hach,
Layla Halterman, Alana Hammond,
Daniel Han, Sydney Harding, Alicia
Harris, Kristina Hollosi, Ethan Hom,
Dylan Howland, John Humiston,
Hannah Jepsen, Meghan Johnson,
Koury Kania, Dorothy Kaplan, Jesse
Katz, John Kwok, Kellie Leuthold,
Noah Levy, Lauren Logozzo, Declan
Luka, Julia Mancheno, Megan
McCabe, Andrew McCarthy, Evan
Meade, Sara Mehta, Ian Miller, Alyssa
Milrod, Charlotte Moore, Tomas
Moore, John Mulholland, Nicole
Murray, Allen Naeseth, Matthew
Nicholls, Leah Norton, Justin
O’Boyle, Sean O’Brien, Anthony
Oliveri, Luke Orioli, John Ossman,
Abigail Painter, Lillian Paone, Adam
Perry, Kelly Pikaart, Cooper Prieto,
Raul Ramos, Roseline Reyes, Timothy Rosa, Aidan Schaefer, Jamie
Schuermann, Emily Serpico, Sarah
Sherman, Catarina Silva, Sloane
Silverman, Angelina Silvester, Jacob
Singman, George Snell, Brooke
Sullivan, Justin Venturina, Brian
Vergilis, Bridget Warren, Zachary
Weiss, Andrew Wellnitz, Ethan White,
Camryn Williams, Emily Wistner,
Ethan Wolf, Emma Wolynez, Joshua
Yates, Allison Zager

WHS Key Club to Host
Winter Wonderland
WESTFIELD – The public is invited to attend Winter Wonderland, a
magical adventure full of creative
crafts, fun games and yummy treats.
The event, which is geared toward
children ages 3 to 11, will be held on
Saturday, December 13, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., in the cafeteria at Westfield
High School. Attendees are asked to
enter through the back lot. Winter
Wonderland is hosted by Westfield
High School’s Key Club to benefit
the UNICEF Eliminate Project.
Tickets are $12 for children.

WCW Offers Poetry,
Short Story Contest
WESTFIELD – The Woman's Club
of Westfield (WCW) invites all aspiring student poets and authors from
kindergarten through high school to
enter its 2014 Youth Poetry and Short
Story Contest. Poetry entries may be
any style with a minimum length of
eight lines and a maximum of 30
lines. Short stories are limited to 2,000
words. Entries must be typewritten,
double spaced, with a minimum of
one inch margins, on one side of an
eight-by-10-inch paper.
A student may enter one short story
and/or poem.
The author's name, address, e-mail
address if available, telephone number, student's grade and school, title
of poem or short story must be entered in the top right hand corner of
each page. All entries will be judged
on content, organization and form.
Decision of the judges is final.
Material is to be submitted in duplicate to Woman's Club of Westfield,
314 Orenda Circle, Westfield, N.J.
07090, postmarked before Wednesday, January 14, 2015, and must be
the original unpublished work of the
author, written during the contest year.
Authors must be amateurs with
earnings from writings not to exceed $500 annually. Writers are
asked to keep a copy of their work as
entries cannot be returned.
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Seventh Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Karen Abaya, Kaleb Amarante,
Matthew Arndt, Kathryn Bartlett,
Evan Branagan, Carly Burke, Rachel
Centurion-Rocha, Eliana Cestero,
Valerie Chang, Joy Chen, Matthew
Chen, Helen Chinn, Thomas
Chirichella, Gabrielle Cho, Madeline
Cohen, Christopher Composto, Julia
Csorba, John Czarnecki, Theresa
DiFalco, Caroline Dwyer, Omay
Edekar, Eric Ellner, Mark Falletta,
Aliyah Feinberg, Spencer Feinstein,
Aidan Fink, Anastasia Fowler, Daniel
Fox, Steven Freidenrich, Ethan Friedman, Julia Gagliardi, Harshita Garg,
Lauren Gaudin, Talia Gold, Cecilia
Guarnuccio, Matthew Guarnuccio,
Faith Heffron, Allison Hess, Maya
Hooey, Kurt Hu, Grace Hutchinson,
Katherine Hynes, Uzezi Ijoma, Emily
Isaacman, Alexander Joseph, Andrew
Kapadia, Aidan Kilbourn, Ashley
Klein, Mia Kochis, Jeremy
Kronheimer, Arun Lakshman, Nathan
Lam, Jason Lee, Alison Lisanti,
Connie Liu, Theresa Lizzo, Thomas
Lupicki, Tara Makhija, Rachel
Markowitz, Laura Masciola, Max
McKenna, Greta McLaughlin,
Claudia Millwater, Emma Miovski,
Raaka Mukhopadhyay, Lydia Nisita,
Emily O’Connell, Deborah Obiajulu,
Anna Obsgarten, Roberto Panora,
Luke Pardo, Colin Rees, Talia Remba,
Madeline Ripper, Jessica Rokhsar,
Emily Rossi, Emma Roth, Spencer
Rothfleisch, Jack Ruckman, Rachel
Saxon, Giavanna Schifando, Jessica
Schlewitt, Remi Shendell, Carly
Sherman, Samantha Shih, Grayson
Shovlin, Daniel Singh, Eden Siskind,
Alan Solovey, Zachary Spergel,
Hasumi Tanemori, Julia Tompkins,
Katherine Troutman, Sophie Tsekov,
Sumana Turimella, Brooke Walden,
Jake Waldman, Angela Wang, Sophia
Wayner, Alex Weinberg, Jakob White,
Rebecca White, Alissa Witzel,
Brianna Worms, Kevin Yucetepe,
Ryan Zadrozny, Abbey Zidel
Honor Roll
Katherine Abdala, Inti Araya,
Jonathan Audino, Marcela Avans,
Katherine Billing, Sebastian Blasi,
Jonathan Bracco, Katelyn Bromberg,
David Broughton, Madison Bryant,
Sierra Byrne, Camilo CardenasCaceres, Annabella Cerria, Justin
Chambliss, Andrew Cherry, Marcus
Chin, Jack Cioffi, Gregory Claiborne,
Elise Colannino, Julia Colleran, Olivia
Conti, Jason Currie, John DeSena,
Grace Demers, Tyler Devitt, Faith
Dobosiewicz, Taylor Dombalis,
Lauren Donohue, Abhijay Dutta, Eric
Elizes, Colin Elliott, Emily Ensslin,
Bryan Felter, Robert Frankfort, Daniel
Friedman, Bennett Galindo, Caroline
Gallagher, William Gamba, Jakob
Gibbemeyer, Quinn Gimblette,
Michael Gonzalez, James Greco,
Daniel Gunchar, Ian Gurland, Patrick
Hanlon, Jacob Harnisher, Lauren
Henkel, Jeremy Heyder, Benjamin
Honig, Liam Jackson, Amayia
Johnson, Elaina Jones, Russell
Kahney, Gabriella Kaplun, Jessica
Karlin, Derek Kingsley, Natasha
Koetje, Daniel Kohler, Jacob Larue,
Kaitlin Laskaris, Noelle Laskaris,
Andrew Li, Diana Li,William
Litchholt, Anna Liu, Anni Liu,
Leopold Loffredo, John Love, Michael
Magnotti, Margaret Maguire, Casimir
Malak, Stephanie Margolies, Dominic
Maurillo, Isabelle McGovern, Abigael
Mckinney, Anthony Merlo, Stephanie
Michael, Sumner Migot, Jason Model,
Havana Mohr-Ramirez, Avery Moore,
Corinne Moore, Christopher
Mulholland, Patrick Mullen, Joseph
Muselli, Declan O’Connor, Adria Orr,
Christian Pansini, Ava Paul, Sierra
Pavleszek, Gianni Pizzi, Andrew
Principato, Leanna Prip, Ronit Rao,
Zachary Rever, Anthony Ricerca, Joseph Rigney, Matthew Rock, Georgia
Rosenthal, Nicholas Rubinetti, Grace
Sacco, Franco Saglio, Elisa SaintDenis, Emma Sarrazin-Boespflug,
Michael Scanlan, Haley Schaefer, Ian
Scheurer, Joseph Schoen, Anna
Schwartz, Rachel Seiden, Rachel
Seigerman, Nicholas Senyk, Henry
Shapiro, Lindsay Sherman, Jeremy
Silber, Sarah Simon, Jessica Stern,
Abigail Sternberg,Ashley Stone, Colin
Sumner, Jakob Tannenbaum, Sivaji
Turimella, Roberto Uehara, Brianna
Vaca, Brian Viscido, Kevin VricellaStokes, Tristan Waddell, Amanda
Wagner, Connor Walsh, Ari Wolf,
Sydney Wong
Eighth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Jillian Alvarado, Samuel Arkin,
Kathryn Armstrong, Julianne
Aronson, Natalie Becker, Maria
Biegler, Flora Blandl, Danielle
Bonelli, Nicole Boutsikaris, Rachel
Bowman, Cooper Brennan, Julia
Burk, Kayla Butera, Andrew
Caminiti, Katherine Ceraso, Austin
Chen, Colby Chen, Casey Cohen,
Jack Colby, Jenna Daniel, Julie
Dannevig, Daniella Deis, Massimo
Del Pizzo, Zoe DelVecchio, Sydney
Dobson, Juliette Duguid, Mackenzie
Dulski, Morgan Eng, Corinne
Flaherty, Sean Flynn, Gayatri
Ganesan, Fiona Gillen, Ryan
Grochan, Sarah Hacker, Megan
Hanlon, Kyle Henderson, Sophie
Hendricks, Julia Hollosi, Zachary
Hom, Anthony Iacoponi, Elisha Israel, Michelle Israel, Ethan Jaffee,
Justin Joseph, Margaret Kelly, Jack-
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ACADEMICS REWARDED...Four Union Catholic High School students were
awarded scholarships from Navin Brothers Food Services. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, principal; Magdalena Lyszczak, Julia
Bonavitacola, Moises Oliveri and Joseph Navin, Jr. Not pictured is Bryant Flores.

Union Catholic Students
Awarded Scholarships
SCOTCH PLAINS – Rahway
residents Bryant Flores ’15 and
Magdalena Lyszczak ’17, Elizabeth resident Moises Oliveri ’17
and Scotch Plains resident Julia
Bonavitacola ’17 were recently
awarded the 2014-2015 Navin
Brothers Food Service Scholarship
at Union Catholic High School in
Scotch Plains.
The scholarship was established
in memory of Mary Ellen Swinden,

a Navin Bros. employee who
worked at Union Catholic and who
passed away in the Fall of 2008.
The scholarship recipients were
selected based on their academic
standing at Union Catholic as well
as their involvement in extra-curricular activities. Navin Bros., Inc.
oversees all food service operations
at Union Catholic High School as
well as at schools throughout the
New York tri-state area.

Honor Roll
Deerfield School - 1st Marking Period

Sixth Grade
High Honor Roll
Brown, Coady; DeFronzo, Deeana;
Diskin, Ryan; Hawkins, Isaac;
Kiernan, Emily; Petrusenko,
Katherine; Saia, Matthew; Schmidt,
Jayson; Schneider, Claudia; Scis,
Danielle; Sobel, Hayden; Swarbrick,
James; Sylvester, Emma; Tavares,
Kathryn; Uray, Fiona
Honor Roll
Aiello, Jasmine; DaSilva, Arianna;
Dorsett, Holly; Gioia, Julianna;
Graves, Madeline; Jiang, Lillian;
Jonach, Victoria; Koehn, Avery;
Kolmodin, Caroline; LaRock, Christina; Marchese, Joseph; Marisi,
Fabrizio; Oddie, Louis; Pine, Aidan;
Powers, Morrison; Quinn, Matthew;
Splaine, Connor; Zecca, Jonathan
Seventh Grade
High Honor Roll
Beke, Victoria; Berkow, Emily;
Doll, Erika; Hamway, John; Jurczak,
Kara; Kolmodin, Nathaniel; Li,
Raymond; Liu, Alysa; Mason, Sara;
Monaghan, Adrian; Parrell, John;
Patterson, Emily; Post, Jay; Roland,
Jessica; Ruban, Sabrina; Sun, Kelly;
Williams, Luke; Woo, Adam;
Zimmermann, Jillian;
Honor Roll
Abram, Jarod; Andre, Zoe;
Balmann, Nicholas; Bezerra, Joshua;
Ciccimarra, Olivia; Cisneros, Matthew; DeRose, Michelle; deZagon,
Alexandre; DiNorscio, Olivia; Disko,

Thomas; Duswalt, Ryan; Felitto,
Alexander; Fiamingo, Alisabeth;
Filiaci, Kate; Ford, Reilly; Freer,
Anna; Hannon, Claire; Janiak,
Alexander; Lawrence, Catherine;
Leick, Megan; Malave, Jeremy;
Manna, Nicholas; Meltzer, Jillian;
Mirvis, Jane; Monteiro, Lauren;
Moriak, Alanna; Ng, Isabella;
Noguiera, Arielle; Saifi, Dean;
Senkarik, Shelby; Silva, John;
Wargaski, Robert; Younghans, Jack;
Zacieracha, Zachary; Zimmermann,
Allison
Eighth Grade
High Honor Roll
Bruno, Christopher; Cahill, Andrew; Fong, Madison; Hess, Kyle;
Liu, Alexander; Rittman, Andrew;
Roman, Nathaniel; Schkolnick,
Jacob; Slepoi, Leah
Honor Roll
Aguiles, Alyssa; Aguiles, Rachel;
Berlinski, Vincent; Bezerra, Matthew;
Cade, Francesca; Carrico, Amanda;
Chrysanthopoulos, Theodora;
Ciccimarra, Michael; Ciepiela, Brian;
Cocchia, Madelyn; Daugis, Lukas;
DeFronzo, Dylan; Disko, Julia;
Donahue, Mackenzie; Goldbeck,
Heather; Jurczak, Cailyn; Napoli,
Isabella; Nogueira, Abigail; Oddie,
Georgia; Quinn, Katelyn; Radick,
Amanda; Saia, Ethan; Sawycky,
Darian; Schmedel, Christopher;
Sildat, Jack; Splaine, Erin; Zurla,
Carly

Wardlaw Students Attend
Williamsburg Trip
EDISON – Seventh graders at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison enjoyed the annual trip to
Colonial Williamsburg from November 16 to 21. The students were
accompanied by chaperones Nancy
Duddy, Hugh Duddy, Mike Howell,
Noreen Jafri and Bob Kraynik.
Students participated in a variety
of activities during the week to enhance their understanding about Colonial times. They toured historical
sites in Williamsburg, Jamestown
and Yorktown and kept journals of
their experiences.
“I liked when we visited the trade
shops and learned how each trade
was done or what skills were required,” Janeyce McCray of Union
said. “I especially enjoyed the
weavery. I found that trade interesting because of the skill and time it
took to make even the simplest of
fabrics.”
After strolling through the historic stores which line the Duke of
Gloucester Street in Williamsburg,
students watched a military inspection led by fife and drums. The
evening was full of fun and laughter; seventh graders were entertained by stories passed down by
slaves to teach important lessons.
Students dressed in the latest fashion in Benjamin Powell's house and
learned about the grim conditions
of the Gaol (Jail). The group practiced popular etiquettes of the gentry, danced the minuette, sang African songs and heard stories that
haunt the grounds to this day.
“My favorite part was the evening
activities,” Sydney Rose of
Watchung said. “After long days of
touring, the night activities were
always fun and interesting. My favorite was the African dance. Everyone was dancing, signing and
having a good time while learning
about their tradition and culture.”
Many students cited the ghost stories as their favorite activity.

“The best part was the Ghost
Among Us,” Jane AndersonSchmitt of Scotch Plains said. “We
went into Williamsburg at night,
entered the buildings and were told
quite frightening stories. It was exciting listening and learning about
the tales they wrote way back in the
1700s.”
In Jamestown, the first colonial
settlement, students learned how
the Powhatan Indians lived compared to the early settlers. They sat
among furs in a Native Indian hut
and twisted natural fibers into rope.
A colonist soldier fired his musket
in the settlement and students
boarded a full-scale replica of the
Susan Constant, a ship that carried
some of the first English colonists
to the Jamestown settlement.
In Yorktown the group visited a
colonial farmhouse and a continental
army encampment. Students squeezed
into seven-by-seven foot tents in
groups of six and realized some of the
problems that soldiers faced.
The Great Hopes plantation gave
the students a glimpse into the lives
of slaves on a plantation. They also
visited several traders in
Williamsburg including the wig
maker, shoemaker, blacksmith and
cabinetmaker. They raced with hoops
and sticks and played trap ball.
“One of my favorite parts of
Williamsburg was the apprenticeship,” Logan D’Amore of Scotch
Plains said. “My job was the cabinetmaker and I enjoyed this because it made me feel like I was
actually doing the job, rather than
just asking questions.”
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Seventh Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Ethan Ament, Sydney Butler, Logan Calder, Sofia Carayannopoulos,
Lily Condodina, Gillian Constantinou,
Gabrielle DeCotiis, Clea Demuynck,
Theresa Deyerle, Andrew Echausse,
Ava Feldman, Zachary Fischer, Grace
Friedberg, Abigail Frontero, Georgia
Geoghan, Emily Greenzang, Jonathan
Grossman, Alexis Hammer, Julia
Horne, Samuel Jackman, Abigail
Jarecki, Luke Jayroe, Grace Kane,
Madeline Katz, Marcelina Krowinska,
Tia Lemberg, Spencer Linenberg,
Sofia Martinez, Erin McAndrew,
Henry Meiselman, Dustin Paden, Jason Paden, Stephen Park, Sandrine
Perez, Daniel Petersen, Emily Plump,
Sophia Powell, Griffin Rooney, Elizabeth Rosenberg, Sintra Rumpeters,
Alexandra Sica, Julia Singer, Sloane
Slusher, Elijah Soh, Madeline Stack,
Elizabeth Stahl, William Surks, Lillian
Talmont, Max Tennant, Kevin Tierney,
John Tilyou, Demi Tsavekou, Ruth
Verga, Etan Zeller Maclean
Honor Roll
Ashley Amman, Daniel Andrade,
Christina Arida, Majeed Assadi, Shannon Baker, Hope Banta, Michael
Bazarsky, Olivia Bergman, Ryan Billings, Chelsea Birkel, Morgan Boll,
Jack Bowman, Eva Boyes, Kacey
Brennan, Shayan Burns, Anthony
Butera, Elias Carayannopoulos,
Daniel Carminio, Lily Cassidy,
Michael Catania, Catherine Cheng,
Sarah Ashley Chicola, Alethea Cladis,
Reid Colwell, Charles Compton, Victor Coustan, Liam Culkin, Grace
Dabulas, Jillian DeDomenico, Douglas DeFigueiredo, Matthew
Dispenza, James Encinas, Samuel
Ertman, Tate Fallon, Nicholas Forno,
Michael Fox, Colin Freer, Maxwell
Gigantino, Christopher Giglio,
Jonathan Givelber, Natalia Hanchuk,
Erin Harris, Aaron Hecht, Robert
Hinderliter, Daniel Hipschman, Grace
Hogan, Dylan Howard, Kathryne
Humphrey, Raymond Hurtt, Anita
Imbornone, Clare Jeffrey, Lelia
Juraschek, Steven Kane, Benjamin
Kaplan, Emma Karp, Garrett Kelly,
William Kessler, Sara Kirschner,
Abigail Knaul, Avery Knauss, Mitra
Kumarasamy, Jacqueline LaMastra,
Sean Link, Noah Lipkind, Claire
Loder, Daniel Lu, Amanda Ludwig,
Jack Maranz, Joseph Marino, Christina Martini, Nicholas Martini,
Katherine Martinson, Alexander
Maurillo, Madelyn McDevitt, Molly
McDonald, Jasni McGrail, Talia
McRoberts, Richard Mercer, Brian
Mikovits, Sara Miller, Molly Mineo,
Michael Moore, Vincent Mora,
Brianne Moran, Thomas Morgan,
William Mormile, Owen Munz, Matthew Mykytka, Dillon O’Connor,
Charles O’Donnell, Lauren Oligino,
Amanda
Paden,
William
Papadopoulos, Cameron Parmelee,
Alexandra Percival, Adam Perez,
Quinn Priscoe, Megan Raftery, Jack
Riley, Hannah Rinn, Morgan Rollins,
Nicholas Romeo, Benjamin Rosen,
John Rosenberg, Olivia Roth, Nicholas Russo, Sara Saber, Shayne
Salmon, Jared Saltzer, Christian
Sawina, Regan Schultz, Adam
Schwartz, Celeste Scott, Jonathan
Sherman, Marianne Smith, Ryan
Smith, Tara Sullivan, Anna Swartz,
Zoe Tedeschi, Allison Temo, Phillip
Tepper, Melissa Triolo, Lucille
Vanecek, Daniel Varano, David
Vaykhanskiy, Jacob Walsh, Nicholas
Walsweer, Brianna Weber, Rebecca
Whang, Emma Wojcik, Jake Zrebiec
Eighth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Justin Almendral, Caitlin Amman,
Matthew Bartok, Caitlyn Basile, Joseph Beatty, Samantha Bebel, Megan
Bertsch, Alison Brown, George
Burke, Matthew Cafiero, Laura Jean
Calcagno, Aiden Cascio, Jeremy Cha,
William Collins, Duncan Cook,
Madeline Covington, Emma Downer,
Rebecca Dunaief, Jack Gambello,
Francis Gialanella, Jared Greenspan,
Lauren Greenspan, Grace Gruters,
Emma Hamilton, Brianna Hatch,
Nathan Hefner, Caroline Hendrix,
Emma Herber, Corinne Herz, Brian
Hinkel, Adam Holtzman, Catherine
Jennings, Georgiana Katsingris,
Meghan Kobrin, Marie Koglin, Chris-

tian Kreusser, Sarah Landriau,
Amanda Latowsky, Samantha
Leftheris, Jasper Lemberg, Matthew
Leone, Aidan Lezynski, Kevin Li,
Ava Luzzi, Ava Maurillo, Ian
McCabe, Erin Kathleen McDonald,
Mary McHugh, Justin Messerman,
Timothy Miller, Luke Mizus, Kate
Murphy, Ryan Murphy, Colleen
O’Connor, Matthew Paden,
Alexander Park, Karl Peter, Olivia
Pierce, Julia Plawker, Jackson Price,
Vaughan Price, Bridget Quinn, Mara
Rao, Emily Reddy, Kendall
Robertson, Julia Romano, Sean Root,
Julia Sackett, Mary Joy Sidhom,
Alexandra Spiezio, Caroline Steiner,
Savannah Stewart, Matthew Su,
Alexandra Sumas, Carlee Swanson,
Keeley Thompson, Andrew Zanfagna
Honor Roll
Samantha Addis, Dylan Alfano,
Stephanie Alpizar, Ireland Applegarth,
Austin Arabatzis, Griffin Aslanian,
Kaela Azzaretto, Kelly Bailey, Felix
Baur, Ethan Berman, Sean Boley, Leah
Bremer, Nora Brindle, Daley Brown,
Nathan Bryant, Pietro Buontempo,
Jacqueline
Callahan,
Kyle
Campanello, Meredith Case, Maura
Rose Caton, Nicholas Chermak,
Samantha Colucci, Thomas Colucci,
Avery Conrad, Celine Crenshaw, Matthew Crowley, Ellie Curry, Jaden
Damesek, Theo Dardia, Mia DiNardo,
Liam Dougherty, Christopher Duffy,
Luke Ertman, Carley Farella, Anne
Friel, Charlotte Geary, Elyssa Gerstel,
Aidan Gilman, Drew Glassman,
Garrett Gold, Maya Grantz, Rachel
Hamelburg, Elias Hamlin, James
Hancock, Katherine Harrington,
Caitlin Haviland, Genevieve Howell,
Patrick Johnston, Daniel Jones, Taylor Jordan, Lauren Kamienski,
Michael Kane, Michael Kaveney,
Dylan Kurstedt, Frederick Kurtz,
Jacqueline Kurtz, Sarah Laide, Connor
Lavelle, Erica Lawrence, Sofia
Lemberg, Matthew Loftus, Mark
Lovito, Joseph Maldonado, Nicholas
Manganello, Lillian Maz, James
McCutcheon, Timothy McGann,
Alexander McGrail, Matthew
McIntyre, Olivia Miedrzynski, Christopher Moran, Caroline Mueller,
Nicholas Murray, Nina Neumann,
Natalie Nolan, Thomas Norris, Jennifer O’Connell, Ajay Olson, Sofia
Pappalardo, Matthew Pindilli, Mikayla
Pinto, Nicole Player, Gavin Puskar,
Amanda Pyle, Michaela Ramos,
Bridget Reinhard, Charles Riley,
Abigail Riordan, Anna Ronk, Chloe
Root, Julia Salvato, Nicole
Scheuermann, Jillian Schimer,
Theodore Schoenfeld, Jack Sharkey,
Jai Sharma, William Shepherd, Alex
Sherwood, David Sherwood, Olivia
Shields, Colin Shober, Tucker Siegel,
Juan Suris Morales, Tomas Taaffe,
Juan Thompson, Sofia Toglia, Lauren
Triarsi, Carson Tuner, Grace Urbano,
Daniella Vollaro, Aine Wall, Lauren
Wang, Brianna Whitman, Rebecca
Wolfe, Kyle Wynne, Stephanie Xiao,
Claire Yamano, Chloe Zimmerman

Local Student Selected
For Radio Exec. Board
CLINTON, N.Y. – Brian P. Burns,
son of Laura and Jeffrey Burns of Scotch
Plains, and a sophomore at Hamilton
College, has been selected to serve on
the executive board of Hamilton’s
WHCL radio. Mr. Burns will serve as
an assistant music director.
WHCL is a non-profit, student-run
FM station that operates seven days a
week, 24 hours a day, when school is in
session. The station offers music, sports
and public affairs programming and is
housed in the Sadove Student Center
on Hamilton’s campus.
One out of every eight students works
for WHCL, making it one of the largest
student organizations. Most of the
station’s staff is made up of deejays
who work a three-hour shift once each
week.
Hamilton College is a highly selective residential college offering a rigorous liberal arts curriculum. Students
are challenged to think, write and speak
critically, creatively and analytically,
so that upon graduation they may distinguish themselves in both their professions and their communities.

The Catholic Academy that makes a
difference in your child’s life.

Open House
Sunday, January 25, 1 – 3 PM
21st Century Learning
Middle States Accredited
Grades Pre-K through 8 Extended
ded Care Programs
Full Day Pre-K and Kindergarten
Safe, Faith-filled Environment
Class of 2014 earned over
$200,000 in high school scholarships
ips
2032 Westfield Avenue Scotch Plains,
i NJ 07076
908.322.4265
www.stbacademy.org
St. Bartholomew Academy
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CHRISTIANO 72-YD TD RUN, SCHETELICH 91-YD TD RUN

Par Hills’ ‘Little Plays’ Stun
Cougars for Grid Title, 20-13
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Consistent forward movement on
the part of senior running back Angelo
Gallego and the ability to capitalize
on a major miscue guided the thirdseeded Parsippany Hills High School
football team to the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 championship
with a 20-13 victory over the topseeded Cranford Cougars during the
NJSIAA/SportsCare Institute Football Finals at Metlife Stadium in East
Rutherford on December 7.
The Cougar defense’s difficulty
getting off blocks and making the
initial tackles allowed Gallego to
move the chains and to plug away for
173 yards on 37 carries. He also had
a crucial 12-yard reception late in the
fourth quarter to put the 11-1 Cou-

gars’ backs against the wall.
“Both of those are areas where we
struggled. He’s a tough little back
and he gets in there. We hit him a lot
of times. We didn’t necessarily get
him off his feet,” Cougar Head Coach
Erik Rosenmeier said. “They weren’t
getting any big plays, but they were
able to move the chains. I am sure
that was their plan and they executed
it very well to keep our offense off the
field.”
The 10-2 Vikings also gave the
Cougars’ potent offense, that has averaged 40 points per game, headaches. A consistent movement of the
ball downfield was absent, but the
Cougars did manage to execute four
big plays, two resulting in touchdowns and another setting up an opportunity for a third with seconds

remaining in the game.
“I thought there were times on offense where we weren’t really able to
ever get things rolling. We had some
big plays, but we weren’t necessarily
able to consistently move it the way
that I thought that we would be able
to do, and that’s a credit to Par Hills
the way they played both offensively
and defensively,” Coach Rosenmeier
said.
Cougar quarterback Jack
Schetelich completed seven of 21
passes for 122 yards and carried 10
times for 106 yards, including a 91yard touchdown run in the Cougars’
first offensive play of the second half.
Running back Luke Christiano carried seven times for 111 yards, including a 72-yard touchdown run in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL TEAM CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, are seniors Jackie Knapp, Lil Scott and Jamie Miller, who have
been selected as team captains of the Westfield High School girls basketball team.

KNAPP, SCOTT, MILLER SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Cagers to Focus
More on Rebounds & Defense
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rebounding skills and defense appears to be the primary focus of this
year’s Westfield High School (WHS)
girls basketball team that returns
nearly all of its starters plus an experienced bench.
That responsibility will lie in the
hands of first-year Head Coach Liz
McKeon (WHS ’99), who knows very

well about what pressure is like. On
February 25, 1999, McKeon scored
31 points against Morristown to break
the 1,000-career points mark then
added 14 more points in the final
game of the season against Clifford
Scott (East Orange) to bring her career total to 1,017.
“I’m excited! It’s definitely going
to be a challenge, but I have a great
group of girls and I am looking for-

ward to the season,” Coach McKeon
said.
The need for stronger rebounding
came to light on February 25 last year
in a Union County Tournament semifinal loss to the Union Farmers, who
were grabbing three-to-four offensive rebounds at a clip.
“We are really focusing on rebounding and defense this year. Doesn’t
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHASING DOWN A VIKING...Cougar Luke Christiano No. 21, chases down Viking running back Angelo Gallego, No.
3, during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship game at Metlife Stadium on December 7.

LAPHAM, MIRABELLA RETURNING DISTRICT CHAMPS

Raider Wrestlers Have More
Balance, Tough Competition
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

More balance throughout the lineup
may be a benefit for this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wrestling team, but it will be needed since
the competition in the schedule has
been beefed up.
“This year will be a little bit different than in the past. The easiest way
for me to describe our team is we will
be more balanced than we have been.
Last year, we had seven very strong
wrestlers and we had seven question
mark weight classes. This year, we
reduced the amount of holes in our
lineup,” Raider Head Coach TJ Gavor
said.

With last year’s schedule, the Raiders finished with a 17-11 record and
placed second in the District 11 Tournament behind a strong Cranford
Cougars team.
“This year will definitely be the
more difficult schedule. If I didn’t
feel that I had the kids competitive
enough for it, I wouldn’t push the
schedule, but I think they can rise to
the challenge. Last year, we wound
up wrestling four top-20 teams. This
year, we wrestle the same teams and
added a few,” Coach Gavor said.
Veterans the Raiders will be looking to for team leadership will be
seniors Brian Lapham (145-lbs),
Tommy Cunningham (126-132), JT

Beirne (132-138) and Alex Mirabella
(195), all four-year varsity wrestlers.
Lapham, who will wrestle for
Bucknell University (Lewisburg, Pa.),
enters the season with a 96-23 record
and had a solid chance to surpass Pat
Mineo’s 2007 record of 125 wins.
“Barring health, he will get that
100th very early in the season. The
sky is the limit for Brian. He’s got the
college weight off of his chest since
he committed to Bucknell University
to be a Division I wrestler. He had
four losses last season, three to Matt
Barber [Westfield — sixth in state]
and one to Dan Reed from Delbarton
[third in state]. It’s always frustrating
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin (February 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GIVING IT EVERYTHING HE HAS...Raider Alex Mirabella tugs and tugs and tugs and finally manages to clamp
Brearley’s Mike Tancs in a 3-point cradle to claim a 5-4 victory and the 170-lb crown in the District 11 Tournament in
February of 2014. Mirabella has put on more size and will compete at 195-lbs this season.

HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!
Scan to
View All
Listings
and Open
Houses

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2013
email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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Devil’s Den

Lady Blue Devils to Focus on Rebounds, Defense

Time to Talk About
Boys Basketball, Too

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

matter about height or about age.
Everyone needs to get in there and
everyone needs to pull their weight,”
Coach McKeon said.
Coach McKeon will be looking to
rely on the leadership of team captains Jackie Knapp, Lil Scott, both
1,000-career point scorers, and Jamie
Miller, but there are plenty additional
athletes with floor experience.
“We are obviously riding behind
our two 1,000-point scorers, Lil and
Jackie. Olivia Luzzi [junior] is returning from last year. We also have
Jamie Miller, Amalia Montes [junior] and Shannon Devitt [sophomore].
Hannah Liddy [sophomore] is back,

McKeon said.
Liddy was another person, who
knew how to swipe the ball with 93
last year, as well as mixing it heavily
with the opposition, and Luzzi finished with 223 points, 59 steals and
57 assists.
“Hannah’s great. She’s an athlete.
She plays three sports. The best part
about her is she goes with the flow.
Nothing bothers her. They are going
to focus on Jackie and Lil, and they
can do that all they want, because we
have all these other weapons, and
that’s what people will not be expecting,” Coach McKeon said.
As with the past few years, the Blue

them to reach their max,” Coach
McKeon said.
The Blue Devils’ tall inside people
are, “Amalia [led team with 177 rebounds] and Shannon. Shannon is
versatile, so we can put her our on the
wing or underneath, but those are
going to be our two tall girls. The
coaches are working on that to get
more of an inside game, to get more
shots out to Jackie and Lil,” Coach
McKeon said.
Other Union County teams are not
in the dark about the Blue Devils’
potential.
“The pressure is on. The girls know
that. We talk about that every day.
There’s not going to be any
light games this year.
Everyone’s coming at us, and
we just have to go out there no
matter who it is and play our
toughest game,” Coach
McKeon said. “I feel good
about our depth. Ten doesn’t
sound like very much, but I
feel comfortable putting everyone in. Jamie’s speed and intensity coming off the bench,
people aren’t going to expect
the intensity out of her, because she is so little, but when
she gets out there, she’s a
fighter. Danielle will come off
and run the point guard as well.
The starting lineup could
change depending on who we
are playing.”
The Blue Devils have also
strengthened their schedule this
season.
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
“We definitely have a stron1,000+ TIMES 3 = 3,000+ POINTS...Blue Devils Jackie Knapp, left, and Lil Scott, center,
ger scheduler, which I think is
have joined Head Coach Liz McKeon as members of the WHS 1,000-point + Club.
good. It’s not about going undeand we brought up [sophomores] Devils will also rely on a fast-paced feated. It’s more about making a move
Daniel Rinaldi and Lizzie Brucia. game and good use of personnel from in the county tournament and the states.
Right now, we have 10 girls on var- the bench.
We open up with the Patrick School.
sity, so we have a couple of injuries
“There’s going to be a lot of play- That’s one way to get the season started
that we’ve got to work through,” ing time, because we are going to do and we play Roselle Catholic. We are
McKeon said.
the run-and-gun. Keep subbing people focusing on those schools. We know
Scott enters the season with 1,136 in and out to keep the pressure going. they are top dogs in the county and we
points and on track to break the all- It kind of goes with the game with want to show them that we can play
time WHS mark of 1,580 set by Erin these girls who we have. These girls with them,” Coach McKeon said.
Miller in 2008. Last year, she led the are fast. They like to move fast. I am
team with 92 assists and 102 steals. not going to slow them down. I want
Probitas Verus Honos
Knapp has 1,031 career points. Last
year, she added 86 assists and 81 steals.
Reading is Good For You
Sabatino Hits 1,000
Scott with 216 career steals and
Knapp with 236 are well on their way
For Stevens Institute
to becoming the all-time WHS “Chief
Patrick Sabatino, a Westfield High
Thief” twosome presently held by
School
graduate, recently joined the
Erin Miller and Gab O’Leary at 315
1,000 Points Club at Stevens Instiand 218, respectively.
tute of Technology on November
“They fight everyday. They will
30. The senior forward scored 13
run through walls for you. They are
points against Rutgers-Newark to
not just offensive players, they are
become the 19th player at Stevens
defensive threats, as well and great
goleader.com/subscribe
to reach this milestone.
leaders on and off the field,” Coach

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

From the late 1950s until the late
1970s, basketball at WHS was right up
there with swimming and wrestling as a
premier winter sport. County and state
champion teams, huge crowds every
Tuesday afternoon and Friday night,
and plenty of outstanding players.
The 1959 squad went 24-3 and – led
by Bob Haines, Tom Gilson, Ken Hite
and Ray Bailey – won the school’s
first Union County Tournament title.
They also reached the sectional final –
falling to (remember this name)
Weequahic – which had only been
done once before, in 1948.
In 1962 and ‘63, it was big Bob
King helping the Devils go 44-6, reach
the ’62 state title game – losing to
Weequahic in the final – and win the
’63 UCT. He had help from slick Dickie
Myers, Jerry Post, Bob Whitaker, John
Bannon, Bob Felter and Doug Carver.
The 1965 squad had a disappointing, for them, 16-7 record, losing three
times to Scotch Plains. But Felter had
arguably the greatest game ever by a
WHS hoopster (35 points, 24 rebounds) as the Blue Devils beat the
Raiders in the UCT semis, and then
went on to beat Cranford for the title.
Felter is still the only WHS player to
start for two UCT champions.
The great teams of 1972 and ’73
went 49-4, winning the state Group 4
title in ’72 and falling to Weequahic
(yet again) in the sectionals the following year. Tim Goski, Scott
Novacek, Tom Pfeiffer, Steve Reddy,
Larry Simmons, Bobby Jester, Buddy
Robinson and Jim Masters were the
mainstays of those squads.
The 1980s and ’90s produced some
nice players and teams, and the program started to really turn the corner
13 years ago when it went 15-9 in
2002, led by Dan Deserio, Jay Cook,
Eric Turner, Jimmy McKeon, Louis
Mercer and Adam Turner. Two years
later the team was 16-8 and ranked in
the state top 20 for the first time in a
quarter-century. That squad featured
Jan Cocozziello, Terrance Bryant, Eric
Hayes, Tyshon Blackmon, Joe
Korfmacher, Bryan Power and Billy
Hearon.
And there were the Tom BonardMike Venezia years that ended in 2007
after a string of four winning seasons
in five years. That ’07 club went 16-8
and won the Butch Kowal Holiday
Tournament in Rahway. Joining

Bonard and Venezia that winter were
Dan Pritsker, Tony DiIorio, Santo
Nardi, Mike Lessner and Chris
Sheehan.
But while the boys teams have produced some nice players since the days
of Boo Bowers and Spud Monroe in
1977, and John Miles in the mid-’80s,
it’s still been 42 years since that state
champion team, and 49 years since the
last county championship.
It’s too soon to be realistically thinking about a county or sectional title,
but something to remember about the
1962 and ’72 teams. The ’62 squad
beat Trenton and Camden, back to
back, to reach the state Group 4 final,
where it lost to Weequahic by just
three points. Imagine playing Trenton, Camden and Weequahic in a 10day period, winning two out of three
and being upset that it wasn’t threefor-three? And the 1972 team beat
Linden, Plainfield, Elizabeth and
Hackensack, although not quite back
to back to back to back. The point is
that good athletes should be able to
compete with other good athletes –
any time, anywhere. And Westfield
coach Daryl Palmieri has some very
good athletes this winter.
Most of the talk around town lately
concerning hoops has been about the
girls team – for good reasons and bad
reasons. The good: so many talented
players returning from a 23-4 team,
including 1,000-point scorers Lil Scott

Bob Felter is the only WHS basketballer
to play on two Union County Tournament champion teams, in 1963 and
1965.

Samantha Costello (WHS Class of 2011)

WF’s Costello Named Soccer All-America
Sam Costello, WHS Class of 2011
and a senior at Kutztown University
women’s soccer team, was named to
the National Soccer Coaches Association of America (NSCAA)/Continental Tire All-America Second Team, as
voted on by the nation’s coaches. With
this award Costello became the most
highly honored player in KU’s
women’s soccer history.
A member of the nationally-ranked
soccer program, Costello also earned
her first-ever All-America award with
a Third Team nod from Daktronics
and was the region’s top player this

year by earning the Daktronics Atlantic Region Player of the Year and
the Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference (PSAC) Offensive Athlete of
the Year, both program-firsts for
Kutztown. She was also named to the
All-Atlantic Region First Team for
the second time in her career.
Costello scored a career-high 12
goals and had five assists in 2014.
She led the PSAC in points per game
(1.61) during her senior season.
Costello will be graduating in May
with a degree in Leisure and Sports
Studies.

and Jackie Knapp; the bad: the BOE’s
still-hard-to-believe decision to not
rehire coach Joe Marino.
But this winter’s WHS boys team is
going to be fun to watch. Palmieri brings
a 35-40 record into his fourth season as
coach, and if you want an idea of what
he thinks of his club this winter, look at
who the season’s first scrimmage was
against last Monday – 27-time state
champion St. Anthony of Jersey City.
You don’t do that unless you think
you’ve got something, and you want to
see how they can handle pressure. While
the 2014-15 schedule is daunting, it
shouldn’t surprise anybody when this
club is still playing in March.
“I was just watching video of our
state tournament win last year (over
East Orange), so now I’m officially
ready to start,” Palmieri said two weeks
ago. “I’m not the kind of guy who
likes to talk too much about what we
have, but, in truth, I am very excited
about this group. As long as we stay
healthy, this could be an exciting group
of kids to watch.”
There are seniors Sean Elliott, Nate
Mitchell, Nick Buontempo and
Mitchell Figueroa, and juniors Owen
Murray, Parker Hess, Nick Mele, Chris
Boutsikaris, Pat McCormack, Jelani
Pierre, Tim Norris and Mitchell Bryk.
And don’t forget sophomore Matt
LaCorte. That’s 13 nice players, who
all know how to play the game.
Mitchell is back after missing his
entire junior year due to injury. “He is
looking as healthy as ever,” Palmieri
said. Elliott came on last year and the
school’s all-time leading pass receiver
in football figures to be the team’s top
defender. Murray has grown several
inches and his court awareness is on
the college level. Hess, the third brother
to play at WHS, is a year-round worker
with a shooter’s mentality. Palmieri
says Mele “brings a dimension to the
game we don’t see too often in
Westfield.”
Buontempo brings some muscle and
toughness to the court, while the 6foot-3 Boutsikaris showed his
athleticism this fall when he led the
football team in pass receptions. He’ll
be the team’s big man, along with
Figueroa, Rumpeters, Norris and Bryk.
McCormack and Pierre both starred
on the jayvees, as did LaCorte, who
Palmieri calls “an up-and-coming
player with a very high ceiling.”
The regular season opens Saturday,
Dec. 20, with a 2 p.m. game at St.
Mary of Elizabeth. The home opener
is Tuesday, Dec. 23, a 7 p.m. tip-off
against Scotch Plains.
“We’ll see how things will sort out
as far as contributing players,” Palmieri
said. “With the way we’re planning on
playing this year, we will need to have
solid backups to spot our starters. I’m
hoping that we can go 10 or 11 deep,
which would be great if we can.”
TRIVIA QUESTION
Who connected for the first 3-pointer
in WHS boys basketball history? Hint:
It was not Dick Myers, Bob Felter,
Bobby Flynn, Tim Goski, Boo Bowers or Spud Monroe. Send your answer to bj1019@aol.com; subject:
Trivia. The answer is below.
TRIVIA ANSWER
Dave Brown nailed a 3-pointer in
the first period of WHS’s eventual 5452 win at Union on Dec. 18, 1987 – the
1987-88 season being the first with 3point baskets. Brown finished the season with a team-high nine 3-pointers.
Kevin Stock connected on the first
home 3-pointer in a 59-56 win over
Irvington on Jan. 7, 1988.
IN PASSING
Ruth Reid Lindgren, the mother of
former WHS football star Jimmy Reid
(’75), passed away on Dec. 2 at age 86.
Bobby Keyes, who toured with
Bobby Vee and Buddy Holly and
played saxophone on “The Wanderer”
and “Brown Sugar” among dozens of
other songs, died on Dec. 2 at age 70.
Ian McLagan, who played piano
with Small Faces (“Itchycoo Park”)
and the Rolling Stones, died on Dec. 3
at age 68.

The Proven Professional
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RODRIQUEZ, BIANCO NAMED FIRST TEAM ALL-STATE

Raiders Accomplished 4 of 5
Goals in Soccer, Finished 23-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Near perfection in execution allowed the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer Raiders to
accomplish four out of five goals
they set for themselves this season.
The Raiders won their conference,
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
title, the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 title and the North Jersey
overall title before dropping a 1-0
heartbreaker to No. 1 ranked Washington Township in the Group 4 championship game to finish 23-3 and to
earn the No. 2 ranking. The 23 wins
was the most for the boys in school
history.
“In the overall scheme of things,
there’s five championships that you

can win, the conference, the county,
the sectional, the North Jersey winner between North 1 and North 2, and
then the overall state championship.
To accomplish four of those championships and have an opportunity for
the fifth one is a tremendous accomplishment,” said Raider Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky , whose career record
rose to 676-159-56 and UCT titles
rose to 16 (18th for the school).
The loss to Washington Township
for the Group 4 championship was
particularly piercing, since the Raiders outplayed them throughout and
even had what appeared to be a goal
by senior Jassiem Wahtuse negated
by a referee.
“In reference to the overall state
championship, there really are no

losers. The only difference is that
only one team gets to raise the trophy.
Unfortunately, that wasn’t us, although the team and people in the
soccer community thought we were,”
Coach Breznitsky said. “The flag put
up to disallow a goal was certainly
bewildering, really unexplainable and
certainly an unfortunate result for the
kids. The shame of the thing is that
you work over the course of the season and even prior to build and accomplish the team that you have, and
a poor decision sort of ruins the whole
thing.”
The success in execution came not
just from a few high profile athletes,
but virtually from an entire team that
put out extra efforts even before the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UC PLAYER OF THE YEAR...Raider senior co-captain Tori Baliatico, No. 20, was named Union County Player of the
Year, as well as All-State First Team (Coaches Association).

BALIATICO, RODGERS, CORNWELL ALL-UC 1ST TEAM

Lady Raiders Worked Hard
From Day 1, Won UCT, Section
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEAM SCORING LEADER...Raider senior co-captain Justin Rodriquez, No. 7, led the team in scoring with 10 goals and
six assists. Rodriquez recveived All-State First Team recognition, as well as All-Union County First Team.

Extra effort from the beginning led
to great results in the end for this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team that won the
Watchung Conference title, the Union
County Tournament (UCT) title and
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
title to finish with a 21-1-2 record.
“The girls had a good year. They
were a very united group. From the
start of the season, they were very
close knit, and I think that contributed to their success,” Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing said. “We had a
lot of talented girls returning and
they all worked hard from Day 1.”
After receiving the top seed for the
UCT, the Raiders defeated rival

Westfield, 1-0, in the semifinals then
stopped Union, 1-0, in the second
overtime on sophomore Alyssa
DiFrancesco’s goal to claim their
ninth UCT title in 10 years and fifth
in a row.
“The girls get up for it. It’s never
easy. There’s a lot of good teams in
Union County, Union, Governor
Livingston, Oak Knoll, Summit. It’s
not easy facing Westfield in the semifinals, because they are such a good
team and we have so much respect
for them, and then playing Union in
the finals. You got to be good and you
got to be lucky,” Coach Ewing said.
Once again, the Raiders faced
Westfield, this time in the sectional
semis where senior co-captain Tori
Baliatico took a pass from senior

Corina Checchio and rippled the net
for a 1-0, overtime victory. From
there, the Raiders captured their first
sectional crown since 2008 when
Baliatico fed co-captain Jody
Cornwell, who buried the winning
goal in overtime for a 3-2 victory
over Ridge.
“When we won the sectional finals, a lot of alumni called me, texted
me or e-mailed to congratulate me.
It’s funny, because we won in 2006
and 2008, but this was the seventh
time in the section finals, so it just
shows how difficult it is to win it.
Other girls, who have lost in PK
shootouts and overtime, reached out
and were so happy for the kids, who
did win. It says a lot about the soccer
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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BANASIAK, JUDGE LEAD GIRLS; SKOGG LEADS BOYS

Raider Swim Girls, Boys Eye
Improvement in UCT Finishes
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL-UC, ALL-STATE CENTRAL NJ...Raider senior co-captain Zach Lipshitz, No. 4 center, received All-Union County
First Team and All-State Central NJ First Team recognition.

Raiders Accomplished 4 of 5 Goals, Finished 23-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

season began and the actual games
were played.
“When you are training, when you
are practicing, championships are won
when there’s nobody in the stands.
We had good senior leadership, returning players, size, speed and depth.
In probably every game we played
this year, 16 or 17 kids were a part of
the group that were responsible for
this season. In the state finals, we had
16 or 17 play, and that was because of
the depth that we had. That’s what
makes championships,” Coach
Breznitsky said. “Four out of five
ain’t bad!”
With a potent offense, a very stingy
defense and an agile sophomore goalkeeper with Sean Murray, the Raiders outscored opponents, 73-10, and
recorded 17 shutouts.
Although being sidelined most of
the season with a leg injury, Wahtuse
netted 10 goals and three assists.
“Jassiem, it’s an accomplishment
that the team got over the fact that he
broke his leg with the two losses during that time period. With him in, we
may not have had any of those losses,
and he would have had much higher
statistics,” Coach Breznitsky said.
Senior co-captain Justin Rodriquez
led the team with 10 goals and six
assists, and senior co-captain Zach
Lipshitz notched eight goals and four
assists. Junior defensive back Joey
Bianco managed to get up front and
score eight goals and add a pair of
assists. Junior Ari Rowenzweig netted six goals and three assists. Sophomore Ryan Peterson had five goals
and two assists and junior co-captain
Jake Longo had four goals and three
assists.
“Justin did an outstanding job, a
four-year starter. Jassiem, three out
of four years. Joey Bianco, a threeyear starter in defense. He was one of
the guys back there that allowed for
only 10 goals scored and 17 shutouts.
In my opinion, he’s one of the best
defenders in the state,” Coach
Breznitsky said.
Rodriques and Bianco received AllState First Team recognition and AllUnion County (UC) recognition with
Bianco being named UC and AllPUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ORDINANCE NO. 14-16
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§30-14 (GROUP MEDICAL
INSURANCE) IN ARTICLE II
(EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS) IN
CHAPTER 30 (PERSONNEL
POLICIES) OF THE CODE OF
THE
BOROUGH
OF
GARWOOD TO AMEND SUBSECTION B (STATEMENT OF
POLICY) TO REFLECT THE
PROVISIONS OF L.2011, C.
78, AND TO REPEAL SUBSECTION C (STIPEND ON
WAIVER OF GROUP MEDICAL INSURANCE COVERAGE) TO REPEAL THE STIPEND FOR WAIVER OF
GROUP MEDICAL INSURANCE COVERAGE.
WHEREAS, the Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government
Services has promulgated a Best Practices Inventory for the Calendar Year 2014;
and
WHEREAS, said Inventory suggests that
the need to pay officers and employees
money not to take a health insurance benefit they can receive from another source
has largely disappeared, because the cost
of premium sharing will cause officers and
employees to drop coverage if alternate
coverage is available; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Garwood concurs that these
incentives are no longer necessary and
desires to end the practice of paying a
stipend to officers and employees who
waive coverage where alternate coverage
is available to them; and
WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council
desires to reflect the provisions of L. 2011,
c. 78, in the Article;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Garwood:
SECTION 1. §30-14 (Group Medical
Insurance) in Article II (Employee Compensation and Benefits) in Chapter 30
(Personnel Policies) of the Code of the
Borough of Garwood is hereby amended
by amending Subsection B (Statement of
Policy) to read as follows:
B. Statement of Policy:
(1) The Borough offers medical insurance to regular full-time employees and
eligible dependents, provided through the
State Health Benefits Program, and dental
benefits, in accordance with L. 2011, c. 78.
Employees are required to contribute to-

Central NJ Player of theYear. Wahtuse
was selected First Team All-UC and
Third Team All-State. Co-captain Dan
Babis and Brian Howard received
First Team UC and Second Team AllCentral recognition. Lipshitz was First
Team All-UC and All-Central. Murray
was Second Team All-UC and Third
Team All-Central. Longo and senior
Garret Zito received Second Team

All-UC and All-State Honorable
Mentions.
“It was a great season, it was a great
team, great players and an outstanding
team chemistry. We had 17 players,
who had at least one goal or more
during the course of the season. Along
with 17 shutouts, goals scored and goals
against, that’s the stats of a tremendous
team,” Coach Breznitsky said.

Jess Hulnik begins her 20th season
as head coach of the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School boys and girls
swim teams. She will look to improve upon the second-place county
finishes that each squad managed
last season. On the girls’ side, Hulnik
will have a large, deep roster from
which to pull talent. The boys’ team
features a smaller group with topnotch talent focused in a few key
swimmers.
“Our girls team finished 8-3 last
year and took second place in the
counties,” said Hulnik. “This year we
have a very large team with a really
good sized junior and senior class. It
is kind of exciting really. I don’t
know going in if we have a weak
event.”
There are 47 girls competing for
time in the pool on this year’s team.
That list includes nine seniors and 11
juniors. The team is led by a returning
200-free relay team in juniors Amanda
Banasiak and Sarah Davis, and sophomores Maya Dunchus and Stephanie
Judge. This group set a new school
record in the event last year at the
counties by posting a time of 1:39.
Banasiak earned a second place
finish in the 100-free at the counties
as a sophomore. Judge was third in
the 100-butterfly as a freshman in the
counties. Both seem primed to improve on those performances.

Raider Matmen Have More Balance, Competition
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

being down in Atlantic City and seeing kids that he has beaten wrestling
there, but that was the luck of the
draw the way the region shook out for
him,” Coach Gavor said. “I wouldn’t
be surprised to see him make a pretty
significant run into the state tournament this year.”

“JT and Tommy are staples of program that we developed over the last
four years. Tommy is Mr. Consistency. He’s going to wrestle 20
matches every year. He’s going to get
pins. He’s going to get team points.
He’s not going to get pinned and he’s
not going to give up many points,”

enal summer and wrestles nonstop.”
Last year, Mirabella won the district title at 170-lbs and finished 2316. He has put on more muscle and
will compete at 195-lbs. Junior Jalen
Bryant, although new last year,
showed some remarkable ability and
will compete at 182-lbs.
“If Jalen Bryant turns out
the way he can and if Alex
wrestles up to his expectations, we can fill the upper
weights without skipping a
beat. We have a balance
among four or five very strong
upper class wrestlers and four
or five very strong incoming
freshmen,” Coach Gavor said.
Freshman Anthony DiNizo
is expected to compete at 170
and possibly 160. Juniors
Julio Devia and George
Ramos will also circulate in
that area. Senior Christophe
McMahon will occupy 220lbs and sophomore Rashaad
Perry will compete at heavyweight. Freshman Sam
Wustefeld and senior Jeff
Leiblich are expected to be at
152-lbs.
In the lower two weight
David B. Corbin (February 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times classes, freshman Justin
SOON TO BE A 100-MATCH WINNER...Raider senior Brian Lapham, left, is within four Sidebottom and junior Nadim
victories of being a 100-career match winner and could possibly surpass the all-time SPF Korkmaz will fill in. Junior
record of 125 set by Pat Mineo in 2007.
Jashmar Philippe and freshBeirne, who was third in the county Coach Gavor said. “JT is a wild card. man Jack Cannon are expected to
last year and second in the district, To see where he’s at now with his compete at 120-lbs. Junior Willy
finished with a 31-9 record and technique and motivation compared Benevides could fill in at 132 or 138.
Cunningham, who was third in the to where he was when he was a fresh“The three strongest performers
district, finished 21-19.
man, I haven’t seen many kids from the eighth grade season were
progress each year like he has. His Jack Cannon, Sam Wustefeld and
PUBLIC NOTICE
potential is a glass ceiling. He’s beaten Anthony DiNizo, who all wound up
wards health care premiums in accordance
state qualifiers and avenged many placing in the state tournament. Jack
with L. 2011, c. 78, and contribute towards
losses last year. He’s had a phenom- has been wrestling since he was fivehealth care as directed by the laws of the
years old. Sam and Anthony will be
State of New Jersey.
utilized among various weight
PUBLIC NOTICE
(2) No change.
(3) No change.
classes,” Coach Gavor said.
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
(4) No change.
The Raiders will open their season
CHANCERY DIVISION
(5) No change.
UNION COUNTY
at Summit on Friday, December 19,
(6) The Borough shall provide a Dental
DOCKET NO. F-029344-14
at 7 p.m. Then after a home match
Plan through the State Health Benefits
FILE NO. 18874-14
Dental Plan. The Borough will pay 100% of
with Union on Tuesday, December
NOTICE TO REDEEM
the cost for a dental DPO for employee and
23, the Raiders will compete in the
dependents. If the employee wishes to
FWDSL & ASSOCIATES LP;
John Goles Tournament at Warren
participate in the DEP dental plan, the
PLAINTIFF VS. WALTER
Hills on Saturday, December 27.
employee will pay 50% of the premium
cost through payroll deduction.
(7) No change.
(8) No change.
(9) No change.
SECTION 2. §30-14 (Group Medical
Insurance) in Article II (Employee Compensation and Benefits) in Chapter 30
(Personnel Policies) of the Code of the
Borough of Garwood is hereby amended
by repealing Subsection C (Stipend on
Waiver of Group Medical Insurance Coverage) in its entirety.
SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.
SECTION 4. If any portion of this ordinance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.
SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law.
NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 14-16, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 9th DAY OF DECEMBER 2014,
and that Ordinance No. 14-16, will be taken
up for further consideration for final passage at the meeting of said Borough Council to be held at its meeting room in the
Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey, on the 23rd DAY
OF DECEMBER 2014, at 7:15 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
heard, at which time and place all persons
who may be interested therein will be given
an opportunity to be heard concerning the
same.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood
1 T - 12/11/14, The Leader Fee: $103.43

JOHN; MRS. WALTER JOHN,
WIFE OF WALTER JOHN;
K.S.R. REALTY CORP.; DR.
RALPH B. FAMIGLIETTI;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: WALTER JOHN; MRS. WALTER
JOHN, WIFE OF WALTER JOHN;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on December 4, 2014, the Superior
Court Fixed January 21, 2015 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:
LOT 2 BLOCK 611 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 11465 is
$280,285.94, together with interest from
November 30, 2014 and costs of $1,171.40.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/11/14, The Leader Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE 14-13
THIS ORDINANCE REPEALS
THE EXISTING CHAPTER 126
OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD PERTAINING TO PARKS, FACILITIES, PLAYGROUNDS AND
RECREATION AND REPLACES IT WITH A NEW
CHAPTER 126 PERTAINING
TO PARK, FACILITIES, PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION. THE ORDINANCE
GOVERNS USE OF THE
PARKS, FACILITIES AND
PLAYGROUNDS, ESTABLISHES A PERMIT PROCEDURE AND FEES FOR
PARKS, FACILITIES AND
PLAYGROUNDS,
SETS
FORTH REQUIREMENTS
FOR CRIMINAL HISTORY
BACKGROUND CHECKS
FOR VOLUNTEERS AND
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES AND
ESTABLISHES A PROCEDURE FOR THE SETTING OF
FEES FOR RECREATION
PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES.
STATEMENT
TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
14-13, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2014.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood
1 T - 12/11/14, The Leader Fee: $38.76

Junior Isabella Iacona figures to be
another strong performer. As a sophomore Iacona finished third in the
counties in the 500-free.
The returning seniors on this year’s
team include Francessca Arvizzigno
(back and free), Morgan Bransky
(breast and IM), Caroline Cooke (free
and fly), Jessica Fugett (IM and fly),
Tiffany Inacker (freestyle events),
Julia Napolitano (freestyle events),
Claire Nguyen (breast), Talia Paradiso

they can accomplish a lot.”
On the boys side of the pool, there
is a lot less depth, but there is also
plenty of cause for optimism that the
team can match or better last year’s
10-4 mark and a second place finish
in the county.
Senior Alex Skoog returns as the
leader of a 20-man team. As a junior
Skoog was Union County Champion
in both the 100-backstroke and 100free events. He also set a new Scotch

David B. Corbin (January 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SMALL BUT TALENTED BOYS SQUAD...The Raider boys swim team has on
20 members on the squad, but there is plenty of talent.

(free and IM) and Maddie Ryan (free
and back).
The junior class will be well represented by Banasiak, Maddie Bebout,
Rachel Braun (distance free), Casey
Daudelin (free and back), Sarah Davis
(sprint free), Darby DeBonis (free),
Annemarie Kearns (breast), Gracie
Lesce, Kate Musso (sprint free) and
Lauren Sjonell (free and fly). As previously mentioned Isabella Iacona competes in the distance free and IM events.
Maya Dunchus (free and back),
heads up the sophomores, along with
Natalie Jablonski (breast and IM),
Stephanie Judge (back and fly), Carlie
McNichol (free and fly), Amelia
Morel, Vicky Tumati, Micaela Valli
(distance free), Erin Walling, Jade
Williams and Allison Zimmerman
(free and fly).
A large group of freshmen will
also be in the mix featuring Olivia
Barcia (free and fly), Hannah Davis
(free), Anna Dunchus (IM and fly),
Lauren Eck, Caroline English, Erika
Frazier (fly and back), McKenzie
Inacker, Rachel Maizes, DeeDee
Maizes, Briana McGowan, Alyssa
Mongiovi, Felicia Paradiso, Nina
Paradiso, Molly Pritchett, Cara
Raderman, Megan Small and Sydney
Von Oehsen.
The prospect of such a large team
leaves Hulnik optimistic about the
fortunes of her squad for the upcoming season.
“We have so much more depth on
the girls side,” said Hulnik. “I think
we’ll be particularly deep in the back
and fly events. We’ll have tough decisions to make there. But I’m very
excited about this year’s team. I think

Plains-Fanwood High School record
in 100-back with a time of 52.72,
besting the previous mark set by Zach
Peart during the 2008-09 season.
“Skoog is our leader,” said Hulnik.
“He is one of the best in the county
and he definitely sets the pace for us.”
Fellow senior Matt Marino will
compete in the sprint free and fly
events. Marino finished second in the
50-free at the county meet last year.
Other seniors include Henry Chang
(IM, fly), Dean DeBonis (distance
free), Alec Rola (freestyle), Stephen
Skaar (back and free) and J.B. Walling (freestyle).
Juniors Matthew Auda (free and
back), Kevin Fleck (distance free),
Nolan Kearns (IM breast), Maxwell
Kearns (breast) and Mark Mital (back
and free) will also figure prominently
in the rotation. Fleck finished second in
the county in the 500-free, while Nolan
Kearns took second in the 200 IM.
Sophomore talent will include
Chris Bondarowic (IM and breast),
Eric Chang (free and back), Brian
Kenny (freestyle) and Michael Rash
(sprint free).
Freshman Tyler Daniskas (back and
free), Nicholas Heath (sprint free),
Jake Malik and William Mebes will
round out the team.
“Westfield has a great program,”
said Hulnik. “They are always at the
top of the rankings with both their
boys and girls. I wouldn’t expect
anything less of them this year. We
have good teams on both sides this
year though. We are deep on the girls
side and we have a few really good
swimmers on the boys side. I expect
us to do very well.”

David B. Corbin (February 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING AT 126/132-LBS...Raider senior Tom Cunningham, top, is expected to compete at 126-lbs or 132-lbs this season.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 1/6/15, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Drainage Restoration Contract, North – 2014; ROUTES 9W, 15, 17, 23, 24, US
46, 57, 94, I-80, I-80 Local, 94, 124, 183, US 206, Counties of Bergen, Essex,
Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union & Warren-North of Route 57. Federal
Project No: STP-C00S(687); DP No: 15401
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964. Specifically, “the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontractors prior to contract award or authorization.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor, Division of Wage and hour Compliance at the time of bid.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the following
locations:
200 Stierli Court
One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690
856-486-6623
3 T - 12/4/14, 12/11/14 and 12/18/14, The Leader
Fee: $211.14
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Lady Raiders Worked Hard, Won UCT, Sectionals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

culture the girls have created,” Coach
Ewing said.
The Lady Raiders experienced their
first loss of the season when they
dropped a 2-1, overtime decision to
Montclair in the Group 4 semis.
“Montclair was a good team. We
didn’t have our best game, partially
to Montclair’s credit. It would have
been nice to get to the Group 4 finals,
but we are very happy with what they
did this year,” Coach Ewing said.
Baliatico led the team with 21 goals
and 12 assists. Junior Caroline Babis
had eight goals and two assists, while
Checchio added seven goals and three
assists. Sophomore Christina Rodgers
netted three goals and 11 assists and
Cornwell had three goals and eight

captain] Sarah DiIorio, who was great,
Taylor Diggs played either defense
or midfield. She was probably the
best freshman in Union County,”
Coach Ewing said.
Defense was key to the Raiders
success as they limited opponents to
just 10 goals in the 24 games played
while scoring 64 with 16 shutouts.
“One of the goals we had this year
was to improve our defense. Not just
defense in the back but defense all
over the field. I think we accomplished that. We had some new kids
back there, Caroline Babis, Jackie
Fahrenholz did a great job. Andrea
Leitner, our goalie, was fabulous, then
Evelyn Logie was our mainstay from
last year and she was outstanding.

named UC Player of the Year, as well
as First Team All-State and Group 4
(Coaches Association). Cornwell and
Rodgers also received All-State recognition.
Babis and Checchio were Second
Team All-UC and received All-State
recognition. Brause and Pierce were
UC Honorable Mentions and received
All-State recognition. Logie, Heiden
and Leitner were All-Area [Courier
News] Honorable Mentions.
As of December 5, Rodgers has
verbally committed to play Division
I soccer at Providence College in
Rhode Island. Cornwell committed
to Georgetown University and
Baliatico committed to Elon University, N.C., both Division I, and Heiden

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports & page 17
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GANG TACKLING A VIKING...Cougars Niko Cappello, center, Ethan Tom, No. 25, Kevin Trotter, No. 22, and Luke
Christiano, No. 21, get in on a gang tackle of Viking running back JD Keyes, No. 46, at Metlife Stadium.

Par Hills’ ‘Little Plays’ Stun Cougars for Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECEIVING ALL-STATE & COUNTY RECOGNITION...Raider sophomore Sophie Brause, No. 26, and senior Corina
Checchio, No. 5, did not go unnoticed at the county and state levels this season.

assists. Juniors Kyla Diggs with six
goals, Jillian Lapidus with five goals
and two assists and Annie Pierce with
four goals and five assists, followed.
DiFrancesco finished with four goals
and four assists.
“Obviously offensively, with Tori
and Jody Cornwell and Kayla Diggs
was really big. Paige VanBuskirk solidified our offense when she came
in. It was a good mix of upperclassmen and newcomers. And we had
other kids coming off the bench, [co-

She’s fast, she’s tenacious, good in
the back,” Coach Ewing said. “Our
midfield was made up of mostly
sophomores with Christina Rodgers
and Sophie Brause controlling the
field, and Alyssa DiFrancesco creating things offensively for us, and our
outside midfielders, Paige Heiden and
Annie Pierce, really working hard all
year.”
Baliatico, Cornwell and Rodgers
were named First Team All-Union
County (UC) with Baliatico being

will play Division 3 at Gettysburg
College, P.A.
With another UCT title and a sectional title behind them, the bars has
been set high for the returning Raiders.
“We are going to miss Tori, Sarah
and Jody for their leadership and
Corina Checchio for her offense, but
we have a lot of starters returning. We
have to defend very well and we have
to put the ball in the net,” Coach
Ewing said.

the second quarter. He also had three
receptions for 81 yards. Running back
Donavin Walker had three carries for
51 yards, which included giving the
Cougars a first down at the Viking 14
early in the second quarter. Eric
Donahue had a pair of receptions for
20 yards. Joe Norton had a nine-yard
reception and Donte Anderson had a
12-yard reception.
Viking running back JD Keyes carried 11 times for 61 yards. Quarterback Nick Verducci had a one-yard
touchdown plunge for the first score
and added a one-yard touchdown pass
to Anthony Barlotta early in the third
quarter. Verducci completed seven of
13 passes for 134 yards, which included three to wide receiver Ryan
Shaw for 97 yards.
Both defenses held the others’ offense scoreless in the first quarter
then the Cougars got possession on
their own 33. Christiano began with a
15-yard run. After an incomplete pass,
Walker broke loose on a 40-yard gallop to the Viking 14. He ran again but
fumbled at the four where the Vikings
recovered.
From there, Verducci engineered
an eight-play scoring drive, which

Probitas Verus Honos

involved Shaw’s 62-yard reception
and ended with a one-yard plunge
with 7:31 left in the half. On the
ensuing kickoff, the Cougars got possession at the 28 then on the first play,
Christiano hooked right and outran
all defenders for his 72-yard touchdown with 7:13 remaining. Later in
the quarter, Walker intercepted
Verducci’s pass at the Cranford 43.
On the first series of the second half,
beginning from their own 25, the Vikings used 10 straight running plays
to get to the Cranford one then Verducci
found Barlotta in the right corner for
the touchdown with 6:42 on the clock.
The extra point made the score 13-6.
Once again, the Cougars answered
swiftly when Schetelich took the ball
from the nine and sprinted down the
right sideline for the touchdown with
6:23 left in the third quarter. Norton
added the point after.
The Vikings answered with an 11play, 74-yard scoring drive, ending
with Gallego’s 12-yard touchdown
run with 9:27 remaining in the game.
The Cougars failed to answer then
the Vikings wound down the clock
with nine running plays, Gallego’s
key reception for a first down and a
missed field goal attempt to give the
Cougars one last chance with 1:43
left and no timeouts.

Schetelich hit Donahue for 12 yards
and Christiano for 13 to put the ball
on the 45. A few plays later, he spotted Christiano, who made a spectacular catch good for 43 yards, putting
the ball on the 12. Norton’s reception
placed the ball at the three.
“I don’t think that Jack early in the
game or even in the early second half
played his best, but in that last drive
he certainly did. He kept his composure and made a couple of good
throws. We had no timeouts and less
than two minutes and drove it all the
way down,” Coach Rosenmeier said.
Inability to get off a play cost the
Cougars five yards then Schetelich’s
final pass into a confusing mix
dropped to the turf.
“I was proud of us to get the ball
down the field, to get in a position
where we could score. It just didn’t go
our way there,” Coach Rosenmeier said.
“There may have been contact. That’s
football! When it goes your way, you
think it’s a great call. When it doesn’t go
your way, you think it’s a bad one. We
had an opportunity to execute some
plays and we couldn’t finish the execution. I thought we had the better team,
but they played better than us today and
they deserved to win.”
Parsippany Hills
Cranford
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RING IN THE NEW YEAR AT

SHACKAMAXON
COUNTRY CLUB
Westfield

$389,000

Cranford

$409,000

Welcome to this fabulous & spacious 2BR/
2BA condo. Features include HW flrs, high
ceilings, updtd baths, great location!

Great investment or occupy with income 2
family home. Close to trans, shopping,
resturants, community center, & library!

Agent: Anne Weber

Agent: Lynne Wagner

MLS: 3160760

MLS: 3176025

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2014 / 8:00pm - 1:00am

Plainfield

$425,000

Scotch Plains

$799,000

9rm, 5BR/3.1BA beautiful Tudor. Gas F/P, 3
seasons sunrm,EIK, CAC,3 paver patios,
fenced yard. www.1356MartineAvenue.com

Magnificent Col,4BR/3.1BA, FR gleaming HW
flrs, Fab EIK, 2CarGar, private yard. Close to
town, schools, NYC trans.

Agent: Cynthia Alexander

Agent: Patricia Plante

MLS: 3185388

MLS: 3178282

Featuring:
5 Hour Premium Open Bar, Cocktail Hour,
Dinner, Dessert, Champagne Toast and
DJ Entertainment by Shine Events
$125.00
per person
*All prices subject to a 20% service charge and NJ State Tax.

Scotch Plains

$838,900

Westfield

$1,395,000

Elegant 5BR, 3.1BA CHC set at end of a culde-sac w/circular drive. Wood flrs, 4 zone
heat/2 zone CAC & many updts!

CH Col, foyer opens to LR w/fpl, FDR, FR
opens to updt EIK, lrg bdrms, updt 2nd flr
BA, 3rd flr w/2 BR/Fbth, nice yard w/patio.

Agent: Lois Berger

Agent: Joyce Taylor

MLS: 3175092

Westfield West Office:
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-0065

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

MLS: 3159954

ASK ABOUT OUR BRAND NEW POOL
COMPLEX OPENING SPRING 2015
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED / Please call Amanda Maloney at

(908) 233-1300 ext. 1220
In the event you need to cancel your reservation, please do so within 48
hours of the event in order to avoid incurring a 50% charge.

1607 SHACKAMAXON DRIVE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076
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Leong’s Goals Lift Raiders
Over Pennington Prep, 5-4
Senior Captain Davey Leong netted
four goals in the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School Raiders ice
hockey team’s, 5-4, season-opening
wictory over Pennington Prepat
Warinanco Rink on December 2, 2014.
Senior Captain John Bruckman scored
one goal and had two assists. Juniors
Matt Halpin and Pat Henkels also contributed one assist each. Junior
goaltender Tim Mitchell faced 32 shots
in net for the Raiders and had 28 saves.
Leong scored the Raiders’ first goal
half way through the first period with
a wraparound goal where he reversed
direction behind the net, which confused the Pennington goalie. Matt
Halpin assisted on the goal.
One minute later Bruckman scored
unassisted by skating through a few
defenders and decking their goalie.
Less than two minutes later, Leong
poked in a rebound from a shot by
Bruckman to give the Raiders a 3-0
lead. Pennington scored on a 2-on-1
rush late in the first period, which
closed the first period scoring at 3-1.
Pennington closed the gap to 3-2
with a goal half way through the
second period. Sophomore Jared
Figueroa collided with the

Pennington goalie, while chasing a
loose puck that was cleared into the
Pennington zone on a near breakaway
and was given a five-minute penalty
for charging. The Pennington goalie
escaped without penalty although he
retaliated with a punch or two with
his blocker and could have been assessed a penalty. Pennington scored
twice on the power play to take a 4-3
lead at the end of the second period.
At the close of the penalty, Raider
junior defenseman Ian Gordon
cleared a puck from the Raider goal
line and prevented Pennington from
taking a two-goal lead. One minute
into the third period, Leong scored
his third goal and secured his hat
trick to tie it at 4-4 on an assist from
Bruckman. Halfway through the period, Leong scored his fourth goal.
Pennington applied a lot of pressure
in the final five minutes and pulled
their goalie in the last minute, but
Raider goalie Mitchell saved all 10 of
their third period shots.
The Raiders were to face off against
Woodbridge on December 5 at the
Arenas at Woodbridge and battle
Westfield on December 7 at 5:30
p.m. at the Rock Ice in Dunellen.

New ASA Softball Umpires
Training Classes Begin February 23
Men and women who enjoy the
game of softball can still be a part of
the game by becoming certified Amateur Softball Association (ASA) softball umpires. The Greater Union
County ASA Softball Umpires Association, in cooperation with the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Union County Department of Parks and Recreation, will
conduct its annual softball umpires
training program beginning Monday,
February 23.
The training classes will take place
from 7 to 9 p.m. on Monday evenings
from February 23 through April 6 at
the Union County Administration
Building in Elizabeth. The cost of
this six-week umpiring course is
$160. The classes are open to men
and women, 18 years of age and
older, who are interested in umpiring
softball games.
The Amateur Softball Association

is the Governing Body of Softball in
the United States. Although there are
many softball organizations, the ASA
is the only organization that offers an
umpire training certification program.
For more information and registration details, please contact the Union
County, New Jersey, Amateur Softball Association office of Joe Massaro
at (732) 558-3375, e-mail:
commissioner@asasoftballucnj.org;
or Bill Smith at (908) 259-0154, email: willsmith43@comcast.net; or
you
can
log
on
to:
www.asasoftballucnj.org.

Raiders
Blue Devils
Cougars

Walk Down Memory L
ane
Lane

Courtesy of Douglas Wisniewski for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TIME TO CELEBRATE...The Raiders celebrate Jared Figueroa’ first goal at
8:53 in the third period against Westfield on December 7.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School ice hockey team outscored
Westfield, 6-4, at the Rock Arena in
Dunellen on December 7 with a hat
trick by Jared Figueroa, two goals by
Davey Leong, four assists by John
Bruckman and 38 saves by goaltender
Tim Mitchell. The Raiders netted four
unanswered goals in the third period.
Westfield opened the scoring at
12:01 in the first period. The Raiders
responded with a shorthanded goal
by Leong at 9:30. Westfield scored at
5:36 and with 1:36 in the first period
to grab a 3-1 lead.
The second period scoring opened
with a shot from the point by Raider
defenseman Stephen Crawford that

NJSportPics (Jim O’Connor December 2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROARING OUT OF THE TUNNEL…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Raiders football team roars out of the tunnel at Giants Stadium to begin the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship game on December 11, 2003. The Raider
were baffled by the Ridge Red Devils, 27-0.

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
CATHERINE M. O’CONNOR
MURPHY; JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF CATHERINE M.
O’CONNOR MURPHY, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which PRO CAPITAL I LLC BY ITS CUSTODIAN, US BANK is the plaintiff and
CATHERINE M. O’CONNORMURPHY, ET
ALS; are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION County and bearing Docket
No. F-034024-14 within thirty-five (35) days
after December 11, 2014 exclusive of
such date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may communicate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:
1. A certain tax certificate 11-00405,
sold on 6/4/2012, dated 6/14/2012, and
was recorded on 8/8/2012 in Book 13386
at Page 518, made by PAUL M. LESNIAK,
Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH, and
State of New Jersey to PRO CAPITAL I
LLC BY ITS CUSTODIAN, US BANK and
subsequently assigned to plaintiff, PRO
CAPITAL I LLC BY ITS CUSTODIAN, US
BANK. This covers real estate located in
ELIZABETH, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 1512 BLOCK
10 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of ELIZABETH and
concerns premises commonly known as
145-147 MORRISTOWN ROAD, ELIZABETH, New Jersey.
YOU,
CATHERINE
M.
O’CONNORMURPHY, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because you are the owner of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.
YOU, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
CATHERINE M. O’CONNORMURPHY,
SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS, are made party defendant to the
above foreclosure action because plaintiff
has been unable to determine whether
defendant
CATHERINE
M.
O’CONNORMURPHY is married, and if
married, the name of CATHERINE M.
O’CONNORMURPHY’s spouse. If
CATHERINE M. O’CONNORMURPHY is
married, the plaintiff joins JOHN DOE,
HUSBAND OF CATHERINE M.
O’CONNORMURPHY, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS as a defendant
for any possessory or marital rights you
may have.
DATED: December 4, 2014
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/11/14, The Leader Fee: $82.11

goleader.com/subscribe
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
CONTANCE FRANCIS, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES,
AND HER, THEIRS, OR ANY
OF THEIR, SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST
You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey,
07003, an answer to the complaint in a civil
action in which PNC BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION
is
plaintiff
and
CONSTANCE FRANCIS, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, AND HER, THEIRS, OR
ANY OF THEIR, SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT
TITLE AND INTEREST; DARLENE
FRANCIS AND ANTHONY STARKS, WIFE
AND HUSBAND; THE STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, et als. are defendants, pending
in the Superior Court of New Jersey within
thirty-five (35) days after December 11,
2014 exclusive of said date. If you fail to do
so, judgment by default may be rendered
against you for the relief demanded in the
complaint. You shall file your answer and
proof of service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex, CN-971, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625, in accordance
with the rules governing the courts.
You are further advised that if you cannot afford an attorney, you may call the
Legal Services office in the county where
you live or the Legal Services of New
Jersey Statewide Hotline at 1-888-LSNJLAW (1-888-576-5529). If you do not have
an attorney and are not eligible for free
legal assistance, you may obtain a referral
to an attorney by calling the Lawyer Referral Services. The names and telephone
numbers of such agencies in the county of
venue are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Services: 908-353-4715. Legal Services:
908-354-4340.
This action has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing a mortgage and
recovering possession of the lands and
premises described in a mortgage dated
February 25, 2005, recorded on February
28, 2005, in Book 11058, Page 230, made
by CONSTANCE FRANCIS AND
DARLENE FRANCIS, to the plaintiff and
covers real estate located at 446 EAST
5TH AVENUE, ROSELLE, NEW JERSEY
07203, Tax Lot 13, Block 906.
Pursuant to R. 4:4-4 and 4:64-1(d), mediation is available through the New Jersey Courts. Forms and instructions may
be obtained on the Court’s web site at
www.njcourtsonline.com.
You, CONSTANCE FRANCIS, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND HER,
THEIRS, OR ANY OF THEIR, SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST,
are made a defendant because you are
the heirs of the deceased mortgagor,
CONSTANCE FRANCIS, and as such may
have an interest in the mortgaged premises, and you have a right to Notice of this
action for any right, title, claim or interest
you may have in, to, or against the said
mortgaged premises and your lien or encumbrance on the mortgaged premises is
subject to plaintiff’s mortgage.
Dated: DECEMBER 5, 2014
Michelle M. Smith, Esq.
Superior Court Clerk
Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
(973) 473-3000
1 T - 12/11/14, The Leader Fee: $78.03

Sal Esposito
December 15, 2004: The Blue
Devil girls swim team used depth to
nudge out The Raiders, 87-83. Liz
Hawkins finished in 57:11 to win
the 50-freestyle. Amanda Dickson
touched first in the 100-breaststroke
with a time of 1:10.82 and finished
in 2:15.11 to win the 200-Individual

brother John to cut the margin to 4-3
with 8:53 remaining. Figueroa scored
again with 5:05 left when he broke in
on a breakaway after receiving a beautiful saucer pass on the blue line from
John Bruckman, who skated the puck
out of the defensive zone around two
Blue Devils. Leong buried the game
winner top shelf with 3:28 left on a
wrist shot from the right side.
Westfield pulled their goalie and
applied pressure in the remaining
minute, but the Raiders cleared the
puck to Figueroa, who scored his
third goal of the game on the open net
with less than 30 seconds remaining.
This win marks the first time since
2007 that the Raiders beat Westfield

Reading is Good For You

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO.: F-045069-14
FILE NO.: 36.3339

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood
Times
—
www.goleader.com
Early December 2006: The
Raider boys basketball team will
rely on its two top scorers. Junior
point guard Brian Dougher netted
386 points, including 52 three-point-

SPF Raider Icemen Stun
Westfield Blue Devils, 6-4

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-034024-14
FILE NO. 18910-14

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Courtesy of Douglas Wisniewski for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING AGAIN...Raider Jared Figueroa scores an open net goal with less than
30 seconds left in the third period against Westfield on December 7.

ricocheted off a Westfield defender
and found the back of the net.
Westfield scored with 2:13 left in the
second period to take a 4-2 lead.
Figueroa buried a rebound early in
the third period after an initial shot by
Thomas Bruckman, who had received
a pass from behind the net from his

on the ice. The Raiders also had a
come-from-behind tie against
Woodbridge on December 5. The
Raiders were trailing 5-1 at the start
of the third period and similarly scored
four unanswered goals to tie the game
at 5-5. The 2-0-1 Raiders will face
Summit this Friday, December 12.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION
DOCKET NO. F-023242-14
FILE NO. 51333-367
FILED: DECEMBER 4, 2014

ber 30, 2014; and
IT IS on this 4th day of December, 2014,
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the
amount required to redeem the premises
referred to in the aforementioned tax sale
certificate is the sum of $67,745.75, which
includes the amount due on said tax sale
certificate, subsequent taxes and interest
as of September 30, 2014, together with
costs duly taxed in the sum of $2,022.12.
An exact redemption amount must be obtained from the municipal tax collector;
and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the
20th day of January, 2015, between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, at the office of
the Tax Collector of the Township of Hillside, 1409 Liberty Avenue, Hillside, New
Jersey, be and the same is hereby fixed as
the time and place for the redemption of
the said lands as described in the amended
complaint and making up the premises
concerning which the amended complaint
is filed, and that thereupon the defendant
who redeems shall be entitled to the certificate of tax sale duly endorsed for cancellation; and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in default of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the Township of Hillside,
and the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and
costs aforesaid, the said defendants stand
absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible interest
of inheritance in fee simple, to said lands
and premises. Anything to the contrary
notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until the entry of final judgment
including the whole of the last date upon
which judgment is entered; and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not known,
a copy of this Order or Notice thereof
directed to such defendants shall be published in The Westfield Leader, a newspaper circulating in Union County, at least
one time, not less than ten days prior to the
date fixed for redemption by this Order;
and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them such
a copy or notice not later than ten days
prior to the date fixed for redemption of the
lands and premises by this Order; and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Collector of the Township of Hillside, and that
said Tax Collector of the Township of Hillside certify to this Court whether the premises were or were not redeemed from the
plaintiff’s tax sale certificate in accordance
with the terms of this Order.
PAUL INNES, P.J. CH.
Respectfully recommended
R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
KEITH A. BONCHI, ESQUIRE – KAB
032321983
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 T - 12/11/14, The Leader Fee: $132.09

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE AND
AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION
U.S. BANK CUSTODIAN FOR
PHOENIX
FUNDING;
PLAINTIFF(S) VS. ROY WILLIAMS A/K/A ROY ANTHONY
WILLIAMS, SR. HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; EMMA
W. WILLIAMS, WIDOW;
GWENDOLYN J. WILLIAMS;
ROBERT J. WILLIAMS;
ROSALYN G. WILLIAMS; ROY
A. WILLIAMS, JR.; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; THE NATIONAL STATE BANK NOW
WELLS FARGO BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION;
MARANGI SANITATION, INC.;
CITY OF PATERSON; ROBIN
SMITH AND RAVENEL
SMITH; JUANITA GODBOLD;
SOLARIS HEALTH SYSTEMS
T/A MUHLENBERG REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER;
TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE;
NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL
SERVICES,
INC.;
DEFENDANT(S)
THIS MATTER being opened to the court
by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Corporation, Attorneys for Plaintiff, and it appearing that default has been entered
against the defendants, ROY WILLIAMS
a/k/a ROY ANTHONY WILLIAMS, SR., his
heirs, devisees and personal representatives and their or any of their successors in
right, title and interest; EMMA W. WILLIAMS, Widow; GWENDOLYN J. WILLIAMS; ROBERT J. WILLIAMS; ROSALYN
G. WILLIAMS; ROY A. WILLIAMS, JR.;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY; THE NATIONAL STATE BANK now WELLS
FARGO BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION; MARANGI SANTITATION, INC.;
CITY OF PATERSON; ROBIN SMITH and
RAVENEL SMITH; JUANITA GODBOLD;
SOLARIS HEALTH SYSTEMS T/A
MUHLENBERG REGIONAL MEDICAL
CENTER; TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE;
NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL SERVICES,
INC.; that plaintiff has produced before this
court tax sale certificate #10-173, certified
to be a true copy, which certificate is
dated June 10, 2010, and is of record in
the Union County Clerk’s Office on August 4, 2010, in Book 12946 of Mortgages, pages 437, as instrument #514161,
which covers Block 1106, Lot 39. Said
certificate has been marked Exhibit P-1
on the part of the plaintiff. More than two
years have elapsed since the sale of said
lands by the Township of Hillside, and the
lands have not been redeemed from the
tax sale; that plaintiff has produced before
this court its Certification showing that
there is due on said tax sale certificate,
together with subsequent taxes and interest, the sum of $67,745.75 as of Septem-

ers, and was the chief thief with 45
steals last year. Agile senior guard
Greg Bayard terrorized opponents
with 59 from three-point range and
finished with 370 points.
Early December 2006: Senior
Co-Captains Tom Bonard and Mike
Venezia will be very busy leading
the Blue Devil boys basketball team
to a winning season through a very
tough Watchung Conference. This
season, the Blue Devils look to improve upon their 14-9 record and
seek to qualify for the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 tournament for
the fifth time in six years.
Early December 2006: Nine returning Region 3 qualifiers, which
includes two who have competed in
the state tournament at Atlantic City,
and a talented group of 16 freshmen
is good news for this year’s Raiders
wrestling team. Senior Pat Mineo, a
three-time district champion, twotime UCT champion and state quali-

Medley (IM). (13-12-12)
December 15, 2004: The Blue
Devils boys swim team overcame
the Raiders, 92-78. Raider Dave
Hauptman touched first in the 50freestyle with a time of 23.04 and
won the 100-freestyle in 50.92. Mike
Sheffield touched first in the 100butterfly with a time of 55.33. Blue
Devils Brandon Cuba, Dan
Chabanov, P.J. Harley and Pat Daurio
won the 200-yard free. Chabanov,
Cuba and Harley teamed with Luke
Baron to win the 400-freestyle relay. Kyle Murray, Daurio, Baran and
Cuba won the 200-medley relay
December 11, 2003: No. 16 Raiders and No. 8 Ridge were the most
successful North Jersey, Section 3,
Group 3 football teams this year but
it was the Ridge Red Devils, who
executed their game plan more effectively in East Rutherford to bedazzle the Raiders, 27-0, to claim
the title.

Courtesy of Oliver Kirna (December 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO START…The Blue Devil Track Club, green uniforms, competed at
the Nike Cross-Country Nationals in Portland, Ore. on December 3, 2011. The
seven Blue Devil competitors were: Jack Leahy, Matt Luppino, Kevin Smith,
Kevin Ingram, David Carville, Evan Tarlow and John Kirna.

fier in 2005, is presently sitting with
an 89-15 record and could break the
All-Time SPF career win record of
116 set by his brother Steve in 2005.
December 1, 2005: The Blue
Devil ice hockey team opened its
season with an 11-3 victory over
conference foe Bernards in
Woodbridge. Bernards could not
keep up with the Blue Devils’ first
line of sophomore Jimmy Bender,
sophomore Craig Esposito and senior Captain Sal Esposito. The trio
combined for eight goals, five from

Probitas Verus Honos
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE NO. 14-15
AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE
SALARY FOR CHRISTINA M
ARIEMMA, BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR/MUNICIPAL
CLERK AS PER THE SETTLEMENT AUTHORIZATION IN
THE MATTER OF ARIEMMA
V. BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
AND AS DIRECTED IN RESOLUTION
NO.
14-279
ADOPTED OCTOBER 28,
2014
STATEMENT
TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
14-15, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2014.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood
1 T - 12/11/14, The Leader Fee: $24.99

December 8, 2001: The Westfield
High School bowling team finished
second at the Bishop Ahr Bowling
Classic at Carolier Lanes in South
Brunswick behind Brick Memorial.
The Blue Devils totaled 3,012 to
Brick’s 3,027. Junior Matt Rothstein
led the Blue Devils with a three-game
total of 672. Sophomore Brian Sanders rolled a 645 and junior Willy
Masket totaled 584
December 16, 2000: The Raider
boys basketball team with first-year
Head Coach Dan Doherty won the
season opener with a 64-47 victory
over Hillsborough. Senior 6’9” center Andrew Feeley was the king of the
court with 19 points, 16 rebounds
and four blocked shots.
December 2000: Blue Devil
Alexis Anzelone was named to the
First Team All-Group 4 in girls
cross-country. Anzelone, who was
selected Union County Runner of
the Year, led the team to another
undefeated season – extending the
streak to 68 – and a ninth-place
ranking in the state.
December 3, 1999: Bolstered by
the return of senior Abby Coxson to
an already loaded lineup, the
Westfield High School girls swim
team kicked off what should be an
outstanding season with a 108-62
rout of a Bridgewater-Raritan team
that has been one of the state’s premier programs in the 1990s. Senior
Jesse Coxson won the 500-freestyle
and swam on two winning freestyle
relays. Junior Ashley Saul won the
200IM and the 100-butterfly. Abby
Coxson won the 50-freestyle.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BREAKING UP THE PASS...Cougar Luke Christiano No. 21, goes up in the air to break up a pass as defensive back Dan
DeLayo, No. 26, comes for assistance during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship game against Parsippany
Hills at Metlife Stadium on December 7. See story on page 11. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

GETTING THE SNAP...Cougar quarterback Jack Schetelich, No. 10, gets ready to take the snap as running back Donavin
Walker, No. 36, prepares to block during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship game against Parsippany Hills
at Metlife Stadium on December 7. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Green Housing Comm. Statement
Hearing on Blighted Areas

See it all on the web in color . . .

TRENTON – Assembly Housing
and Community Development Committee Chair Jerry Green (DPlainfield) released the following
statement Monday after the panel’s
Dec. 4 hearing on blight in New
Jersey’s urban and suburban communities:
“For years, vacant industrial sites
on acres of decrepit land have been
the local eyesores that everyone sees
but few choose to discuss. When it
comes to an issue that can significantly affect quality of life in municipalities across our state, the time for
action is now.
“Planning for the redevelopment
of blighted areas is about maintaining property values, lowering taxes,
creating jobs and ensuring the safety
of New Jersey communities. The only
way to address this statewide problem is to unite and engage leaders
from the private sector and officials
at the municipal and state levels,
which was the goal of this panel
meeting.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on December 8, 2014 for the
following applications decided upon at its
regular monthly meeting held on November 12, 2014 and a special meeting held on
November 18, 2014.
Sue & Jose Tan, 526 Saint Marks
Avenue. Applicant sought approval to construct a one story addition contrary to Sections 11.06E6 and 12.04F of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a side yard setback of
11 feet where a minimum of 12.5 feet is
required and to allow a building coverage
of 21.99% where a maximum of 20% is
allowed. Application approved with conditions.
Jeff Roush, 404 Saint Marks Avenue.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
first story addition, a second story addition
and a front porch addition contrary to Sections 12.04F1, 12.04F2, 12.04F3 and
12.04E1 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a building coverage of 21.7% where
a maximum of 20% is allowed; to allow a
building coverage with a deck of 23.1%
where a maximum of 22% is allowed; to
allow a building coverage with a deck and
a porch of 25.5% where a maximum of
24% is allowed and to allow a floor area
ratio of 3,681 square feet where a maximum of 3,600 square feet is allowed. Application approved with conditions.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
NOTICE OF ADOPTION

“The real estate available in New
Jersey has great potential, but in order to tap into those gold mines,
municipalities must have the tools
they need to attract capital and work
with investors to restore our communities. Achieving this end is central to
our ultimate shared goal of providing people with an incentive to stay
in New Jersey and bringing in new
residents to expand our tax base.
“The conversation we had Thursday is part of an ongoing discussion
about revitalizing New Jersey communities. The elected officials,
businesspeople and nonprofit representatives who are cooperating to
overcome the many challenges
blighted and distressed properties
present outlined their varied perspectives on the problem and articulated
cost-effective solutions, some of
which already are taking effect.
“We are now on the precipice of a
great regional planning opportunity
that we would be remiss to let pass us
by. I look forward to continued talks
to ensure that it does not.”

ORDINANCE 14-14
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ARTICLE VI (SMOKING) IN
CHAPTER 99 (HEALTH AND
SANITATION) OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO PROHIBIT
SMOKING AT PUBLIC PARKS
AND PLAYGROUNDS.
STATEMENT
TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
14-14, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2014
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood
1 T - 12/11/14, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE
BOARD OF EDUCATION
The Mountainside Board of Education
will hold its annual reorganization meeting
on Tuesday, January 6, 2015, at 7:00 p.m.
The meeting will be held at the Beechwood
School Susan O. Collier Library Media
Center, 1497 Woodacres Drive,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
1 T - 12/11/14, The Leader Fee: $10.20

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at its meeting on December 1, 2014 adopted the following resolutions for applications acted upon at November 3, 2014 meeting.

NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF THE
CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF
APPEALS OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
(IN COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN
PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT,
CHAPTER 231, P.L. 1975)
NOTICE is hereby given by the Township of Scotch Plains of the following 2015
schedule of meetings of the Construction
Board of Appeals to be held in the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey on the first Wednesday of each month, at 7:30 p.m., unless
otherwise indicated*.
Wednesday, January 14th * – 8:00 a.m.
February 4th
March 4th
April 1st
May 6th
June 3rd
July 8th *
August 5th
September 2nd
October 7th
November 4th
December 2nd
The above schedule allows the option of
calling a special meeting when necessary.
1 T - 12/11/14, The Times Fee: $29.07

Roberto Olivares, 407 Grove Street.
Applicant sought approval to construct two
dormers and third floor living space contrary to Section 11.09E8 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a height of 3 stories
where a maximum of 2.5 stories is allowed.
Application approved with conditions.

PB 14-13 Jay’s Cycle Center, 221
North Avenue, East, Block 3114, Lot 11.
Applicant sought preliminary and final
major site plan approval with variances to
allow façade improvements to the building, accent lighting, new signage and decorative roof features contrary to the following sections of the Land Use Ordinance:
§16.04E1 to allow 3 wall signs; §16.04E1b
to allow a sign height of 15 feet, 10 inches
where a maximum height of 12 feet is
allowed; §16.04E1c to allow a horizontal
dimension of a wall sign of 17 feet 4 inches
where a maximum of 16.5 feet is allowed;
§16.04E1d to allow a vertical dimension of
a wall sign of 3 feet where a maximum of 2
feet 6 inches is allowed. Amended application approved with conditions.
Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 12/11/14, The Leader Fee: $29.58

Temple Emanu-El of Westfield, 748
East Broad Street. Applicant sought preliminary and final major site plan approval
with c and d variances to use the existing
house as a small-scale meeting place for
approximately two to thirty people; to modify
the interior of the existing house; to install
exit signs, emergency lights and other
code required items; to construct a new
grade entry porch at the rear of the house
and to add a pathway from the existing
Temple parking lot to the back of the house.
Applicant is sought variance relief to allow:
a coverage by all improvements of 61.19%;
a front yard setback of 36.84 feet; a side
yard setback of 6.68 feet; 122 parking
spaces; a driveway setback from the adjacent lot of less than 10 feet; a driveway
width of 10 feet; no driveway thickness of
6 inches; no granite block curbing for driveway or parking lot; no striping; an accessory structure in the front yard; a height of
32 feet 1 inch for the accessory structure
and a total sign area of 306 square feet.
Application approved with conditions.
Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 12/11/14, The Leader Fee: $81.60

FIREWOOD

Split hardwood. Our stock is
90% oak, seasoned for min. of
7 months. Full Cord $180/Half
Cord $100. Free local delivery.
Heron's Tree Service
(908) 757-3318
FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS
CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out, Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES
Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices
Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available
(908) 510-2542

SHOPPING STARTS IN THE PAGES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

Bassett Solid Wood Crib, No
Recall, Black Finish, Converts to
Full-Sized Headboard. Sealy
Premium Crib Mattress with
Protective Cover. Crib & Mattress
Set $150. Evenflo High Chair,
$30. All Excellent Condition.
Call (908) 654-6091
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

He knows
where to go
to get the

BEST

RESULTS

editor@goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that at the
December 4, 2014 meeting of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment, the Board adopted
the following Resolutions:
Pylon 22 Corp, for 1715 Route 22,
West, Block 703, Lot 1 approving the expansion of a free-standing sign.
David Gabbai, 19 Marion Lane, Block
12403, Lot 1 approved for a side-yard
setback variance to install an in-ground
swimming pool.
John and Clara Strong, 4 Heritage
Lane, Block 14901, Lot 3 approved for a
side-yard setback variance to construct a
replacement barn.
New York SMSA-d/b/a Verizon Wireless, 4 Goodman’s Crossing North, Block
13801, Lot 3 approved for a use variance,
height variance, side-yard setback and
rear-yard setback variances to construct a
wireless communications facility.
Barbara Horev,
Land Use Secretary
1 T - 12/11/14, The Times Fee: $24.99

In shopping, as in fishing, the secret to success
lies largely in knowing WHERE to go to get
the best results. The experienced angler
“picks his spots” carefully on the basis of
the best advance information he can
get. The experienced shopper does the
same thing. Scans the ads in this paper to
find out exactly who’s got what for sale and for
how much … uses the advertising columns as the
tried-and-trusted guide to the best “buys” in town.
Thus this paper renders a double service … valuable
alike to the shopper who wants to buy wisely and
to the advertiser who wants to sell well!

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood
TIMES
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

Harry Saminski, 132 Boynton Court.
Applicant appealed the zoning officer’s
decision as it pertains to a construction
permit issued for the property at 132
Boynton Court maintaining that the permit
authorizes construction in violation of front
and rear lot setback requirements as contained in Sections 11.08E3, 11.08E5 and
11.08E7 of the Land Use Ordinance and
that the contractor submitted an inaccurate plat map in support of their construction permit application. Appeal denied.
Robert & Pamela Newell, 603 Clark
Street. Applicant sought approval to construct a detached garage, to match the roof
line of their 1800’s Victorian style house,
contrary to Section 13.0L1 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a height of 18 feet, 10
inches where a maximum height of 15 feet
is allowed. Application approved with conditions.

www.goleader.com

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

PAINTING

Grandfather clock repair

MARINO’S PAINTING

Howard Miller Certified service technician
We make house calls • All types of watch and clock repair

“The Neatest Painter Around”

Lawn Sprinklers

(908) 276-1062

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
OLIVER A

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

PAVING

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Expert preparation & clean-up
• Paper Hanging & Wall Paper Removal
• Sheetrock & Trimwork - Powerwashing
• Deck Repairs & Staining - Driveway Seal Coating
• We Clean Windows & Gutters • Hepa Vacuum Sanding
Lic. # 13VH01137900

908-688-0481

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades
Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations
Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business
908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

JONES

CONSTRUCTION
COMMITTED TO SUPERIOR
QUALITY & CRAFTMANSHIP

908-380-9984
Additons • Alterations • Excavating
Waterproofing • Hardscapes • Decks

NJ LIC # 13VH08056400

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com
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Ruth Reid Lindgren, 86, Merck Retiree;
Devoted to Faith, Family and Friends
Ruth Reid Lindgren, 86, went home
to be with her Lord on Tuesday, December 2, 2014, after a long struggle
with Parkinson’s Disease, at Fellowship Village in Basking Ridge, N.J.
Her life was devoted to her faith, her
family and her friends.
Ruth was the only child of James
and Helen Watt and was born on June
16, 1928 in Newark, N.J. She graduated from Belleville High School and
The Berkley School in East Orange.
On June 7, 1952, she married Thomas Reid, Jr. and together they had
three children. They moved to
Westfield, N.J. in 1965 and two years
later she was widowed. After raising
her children, Ruth married Alfred L.
Lindgren on January 9, 1982 and
lived in Fanwood, N.J.
Ruth was a devoted mother and
trusted advisor to her children. She
had an engaging personality and a
strong spirit. She was hardworking,
caring, and loved by all who knew
her. She was an active Christian in
service, learning and mentoring. She
served as an Elder at the Fewsmith
Presbyterian Church in Belleville as
well as at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. Teaching Sunday school,
Bible studies and fellowship groups
were but a few of her areas of active

interest. Her involvement in Presbyterian Women, Telephone Pioneers
and PEO held special meaning for
her. She worked in various positions
in New Jersey before joining Merck,
from which she retired in 1989.
Ruth was predeceased by her first
husband, Thomas Reid, Jr., in 1967
and by her second husband, Alfred L.
Lindgren, in 1997. She is survived by
her three children, Nancy (Alan)
Smith, Jimmy (Janet) Reid and Barbara (Chuck) Timko, along with her
three stepchildren, Gary (Marie)
Lindgren, Greg (Donna) Lindgren
and Leslie (Laszlo) Lenkey. She also
is survived by 15 grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren.
A memorial service will be held
on Saturday, January 17, 2015, at 2
p.m., at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. The family requests that
expressions of sympathy take the
form of contributions to The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090. Arrangements are by Memorial Funeral Home in Fanwood.
For additional information or to sign
the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
December 11, 2014

Org. Urges Stop Construction
Crude Oil Pipeline in Westfield
Protect the integrity of our water,
our Property Values and Health. Pilgrim Pipeline Holdings, LLC (a private corporation) wants to construct a
dual pipeline to transmit fracked crude
oil and crude oil products between
Albany, NY and Linden, NJ. This is
not a natural gas pipeline to deliver
gas to our homes for use in our furnaces and dryers, but fracked, Bakken
crude oil that originates from North
Dakota and Montana.
Wall Street Journal reported Bakken
crude to be the most dangerous in the
world, due to its volatility and flammability. No crude oil pipelines have
been built in NJ for the past 40-50
years, and certainly not through 30
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14004984
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001872-14
Plaintiff: LANDMARK COMMUNITY BANK
VS.
Defendant: DANIEL SANTRY A/K/A DANIEL
J. SANTRY AND LINDA SANTRAY A/K/A LINDA
M. SANTRY, HUSBAND AND WIFE; SPENCER
SAVINGS BANK, SLA; DEMARIO-RLJTNER
ORAL & MAX LLC
Sale Date: 12/17/2014
Writ of Execution: 08/28/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventy-Six Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty
and 91/100*** $476,730.91.
The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION, and the
State of New Jersey.
Tax LOT 16, BLOCK 907 F/K/A LOT 14, BLOCK
112
COMMONLY KNOWN AS 412 WEST
DUDLEY AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
175.00 feet wide by 60.00 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the northwesterly side of Dudley Avenue West, 126.72
feet from the North side of North Avenue.
The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and assessments, tax, water and sewer liens and other
municipal assessments. The amount due can be
obtained from the local taxing authority. Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any condominium/homeowner association liens which may
exist.
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Ninety-One
Thousand One Hundred Three and 08/100***
$491,103.08 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff
Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 11/20, 11/27, 12/04
& 12/11/14
Fee: $193.80

densely populated towns. There are
no benefits to Westfield residents, only
risks:
Pipelines routinely leak. The US
Department of Transportation’s Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration (USDOT-PHMSA)
reported that 400 pipeline incidents
occurred in 2013 with 199,200 barrels
spilled, resulting in $266 million in
property damage.
The pipeline would be positioned to
cross over the Buried Valley aquifer in
multiple places and it would cross
over the Passaic River three times.
Both are sources of water for
Westfield’s water supplier, NJAWC.
A leak or spill could affect water supplies for years. There is no substitute
for fresh, potable water.
The proposed route would cut
through parts of 30 NJ communities,
including Westfield and Clark. It would
run dangerously close to homes, yards,
schools, sports fields, the Great
Swamp, and pass through the Highlands.
The pipeline’s proposed route alongside existing gas lines may pose risks
to those lines. A leak could force residents from their homes for a prolonged
period and pose serious health risks.
The toxic fumes from Bakken crude
oil and crude oil products are a public
health hazard.
Property values could decline by the
mere existence of a crude oil pipeline in
our town. Two things you can do:
1) Email your Mayor and Council:
Email, write letters, and call your
Mayor and Council. Urge them to pass
a resolution opposing the pipeline.
Tell them why you think this is a bad
idea. You didn’t move to Westfield
with an existing crude oil pipeline
running through it. Your health, water
and property values are at risk.
m a y o r @ w e s t fi e l d n j . g o v,
f a r e n a @ w e s t fi e l d n j . g o v,
s d e l l a f e r a @ w e s t f i e l d n j . g o v,
j n e y l a n @ w e s t f i e l d n j . g o v,
v k i m m i n s @ w e s t f i e l d n j . g o v,
m l o g r i p p o @ w e s t f i e l d n j . g o v,
d o l i v e i r a @ w e s t f i e l d n j . g o v,
j f o e r s t @ w e s t f i e l d n j . g o v,
kloughlin@westfieldnj.gov
2) Come to the Westfield Town
Council Meeting on Tuesday, December 16, at 7 pm. Westfield Town Hall:
425 East Broad St. During the Open
Public comment session, voice your
concerns to the mayor and council.
More info on the pipeline:
stoppilgrimpipeline.com/Interactive
Google map of pipeline (zoom in/
out): stoppilgrimpipeline.com/maps/
Westfield
contact:
lorrainewearley@gmail.com.

Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897

Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or
cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
(908)-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
(908)-276-0092

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones
N.J. Lic. #4869
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com
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– Obituaries –
Dr. Joseph Boylan, Jr., 84, Pediatrician;
President of Medical Staff at Overlook
Joseph I. Boylan, Jr., M.D., 84, of serve status.
He is predeceased by his wife,
South Plainfield died on Tuesday,
Joan R. M. Boylan, who served as
December 2, 2014.
Born in New York City, Dr. Boylan his Registered Nurse for his practice
resided in Westfield, N.J. for 36 years in Westfield.
Surviving are two
before moving to Edison
daughters,
Jerilyn
in 1995 and later to South
Campbell (Jeff) of Scotch
Plainfield in 2013.
Plains, N.J. and Jane
Dr. Boylan was a pePedinoff (Andy) of New
diatrician practicing
Hope, Pa., and two sons,
medicine in his Westfield
Joseph A. Boylan of Atoffice for 36 years before
lanta, Ga. and Jeffrey D.
retiring in 1995.
Boylan (Maggi) of NeHe graduated from
vada City, Calif. Also surColumbia University in
viving are eight grand1951 with his Bachelor
children, including Colin
of Arts degree and in
and Caitlin (Jerilyn/Jeff),
1955 he graduated from
Lee, Allie and Erik (Jane/
Yale University, earning
Andy), Ashley, Kyle and
his Medical Degree.
Dr. Joseph Boylan, Jr.
Chris (Jay).
Over the course of his
A private memorial sercareer one of his many distinctions as
a physician was serving as Chief of vice and burial for Dr. Boylan was
Pediatrics and president of the medi- held at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, please make
cal staff at Overlook Hospital in Summit. Dr. Boylan also enjoyed his af- donations to the American Cancer
filiation as a staff physician with Society via www.cancer.org.
Dr. Boylan made a lasting impresMuhlenberg Hospital in Plainfield.
He was a Boy Scout Leader for sion with all who knew him and he
Troop 72 in Westfield for many years. will be missed by many.
Please visit Dr. Boylan’s interacIn addition, he traveled extensively
web
page
at
with this organization across the globe. tive
A veteran of the United States Air mccriskinfuneralhome.com to share
Force, Dr. Boylan served on active fond memories of his life.
December 11, 2014
duty service from 1955 to 1957 and
from 1957 to 1965 he served on re-

Above Grade Level Tutoring
Reveals U.C. Grand Opening
Above Grade Level In-Home Tutoring announces its Grand Opening
in Union County. The internationally
proven tutoring program brings 30
years of experience to the area, providing one-on-one, in-home professional tutoring in math, English and
science, as well as SAT/PSAT/ACT
prep.
Above Grade Level uses a proprietary curriculum that follows the common core standards. So, each child is
being taught the curriculum they may
have missed or not understood in
school, while simultaneously getting
help with current day homework. For
those that are finding classwork not
challenging enough, the curriculum
can take them above their grade level
to keep them interested and challenged. This process ensures success
in the classroom whether a student is
struggling or advanced.
Since each student is different, their
tutoring needs to be different as well.

We begin by offering each student a
free skill assessment to determine
areas of proficiency and areas needing improvement. We then develop a
lesson plan, focused entirely on the
child’s needs, abilities and learning
styles.
“Due to the proven success of the
curriculum, we are proud to offer a
guarantee that students will progress
by at least one grade level when following our mastery program,” says
Gail Switsky, Executive Director at
Above Grade Level of Union County.
“We are thrilled to begin working
with families in the area and to have
an opportunity to impact children
both academically and through enhanced confidence.”
To arrange for a free skills assessment, or for more information, call
us at (908) 889-6396.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Asm. Green and County to Explore
Law Enforcement, Minorities Outreach
UNION COUNTY — In light of
the recent developments in Ferguson,
Mo. and Staten Island, N.Y., Assemblyman Jerry Green (Plainfield) announced he would partner with the
Union County Freeholders to put together an informal panel of government, community and professional
leaders in an effort to improve outreach between law enforcement and
the county’s minority populations.
Asm. Green, who initiated the
panel, noted he also is in the process
of reaching out to past and present
law enforcement officials, as well as
setting up a meeting with the State
Police Benevolent Association.
“I bring state resources to the discussion which would assist in providing a comprehensive list of ideas,”
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14005134
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-030630-13
Plaintiff: OCWEN LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: RICHARD J. COLONNA
Sale Date: 01/07/2015
Writ of Execution: 04/07/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Ninety-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Forty and
71/100*** $299,540.71.
Property to be dold is located in: Borough of
Garwood, county of Union, State of New Jersey.
Premises Commonly Known As: 321 Willow
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey 07027.
Tax Lot # 11, Block # 406
Nearest Cross Street: East Street.
Approximate Dimensions: 50 x 100.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Fifteen Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Nine and 78/100***
$315,879.78 together with lawful interest and
costs.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condominium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.
All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to ascertain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff
Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 12/11, 12/18, 12/25
& 01/01/15
Fee: $191.76

Asm. Green said. “As a legislator, I
also stand prepared to draft any measures that would be needed as well
from the state perspective.”
“This is an appropriate time to talk
about relations between law enforcement entities and the communities
they police,” said Freeholder Chairman Christopher Hudak. “We are
happy to facilitate this panel, and
look forward to providing ideas and
discussing new services that may be
needed.”
The county has the resources of the
County Police, the Prosecutor’s Office, the Sheriff’s Office, the Police
Academy, the Department of Human
Services, and various youth outreach
programs already in place.
Asm. Green said his panel is in
formation, with the intent of holding
internal discussions within the next
few weeks.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14005077
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-21408-08
Plaintiff: BANK OF AMERICA. N.A.
VS.
Defendant: LINDA M. HALAS AND PETER T.
HALAS, HER HUSBAND
Sale Date: 01/07/2015
Writ of Execution: 04/23/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Twelve Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty and 92/
100*** $512,730.92.
The property to be sold is located in the Borough of Fanwood, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.
It is commonly known as designated as Block
19, Lot 13.
The dimensions are approximately 98 feet
wide by 99 feet long.
Nearest cross streetL Estelle Lane
Prior liens(s): None.
Total Upset: ***Six Hundred Nine Thousand
Two Hundred Thirty-Three and 23/100***
$609,233.23 together with lawful interest and
costs.
*Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens
or other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being foreclosed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff
Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 12/11, 12/18, 12/25
& 01/01/15
Fee: $179.52
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Eliza Kennedy Taylor, Was Active In
Church, Junior League and the Arts
Eliza Kennedy Taylor died after a
short illness on Friday, December 5,
2014. She was born in Youngstown,
Ohio on August 10, 1930 and was the
daughter of James Neilson Kennedy
and Marion Peffer Kennedy. Her father was the founding director of the
first alcoholism treatment clinic in
the United States, later named in his
honor as the Neil Kennedy Recovery
Clinic.
Eliza graduated from Rayen High
School in Youngstown, Ohio and attended Smith College in Northampton,
Mass. for two years, after which she
left to work in New York City, first at
the New York Public Library and later
as a copywriter at the Young &
Rubicam advertising agency.
In 1954 she married John Huntington Taylor. They lived in New York
City until their family grew to four
daughters, after which they moved to
Westfield, N.J. in 1959. She spent the
next 55 years as a resident of
Westfield.
For many years she commuted to
New York City to work at the family
business, William P. Taylor & Co., an
interior design and furniture company. Her husband was president of
the firm, serving for many years in
that capacity after the retirement of
his uncle, the founder of the company, William P. Taylor. She also was
briefly with the real-estate firm
Pearsall & Frankenbach in Westfield.
She was an active member of the
Junior League of ElizabethPlainfield, serving in the 1970s as
chairman of the Arts Council of the
New Jersey Junior League, and as a
co-chairman of the New Jersey Teen

Arts Festival in Trenton, N.J.
She was a member of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church and served on the
Altar Guild for many years.
Eliza was an avid gardener, loved
creating a beautiful home for her
family, enjoyed a good martini, had
great taste in books, treasured her
friendships, and had an excellent
sense of humor. She was able to enjoy her favorite game of Scrabble
until just a few days before her death.
She will be missed by those who
knew and loved her.
She is survived by her husband of
61 years, and her five children, Kate,
and grandchildren John, Alexandra
and Elizabeth Smythe; Creighton and
her husband, John Flumerfelt, and
their children, Jake and Leah
Flumerfelt; Lee Taylor and her daughter, Hayley Edmondston; Anne; and
son John and his wife, Colleen; by
her brother, James Neilson Kennedy,
Jr., and by her deceased brother-inlaw, Dr. William C. Taylor’s, partner,
Aalan Kobritz.
Services were held yesterday,
Wednesday, December 10, at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Westfield,
followed by burial in The Garth. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Altar Guild of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church or to the Neil
Kennedy Recovery Clinic at Neil
Kennedy Recovery Clinic, 2151
Rush Boulevard, Youngstown, Ohio
44507-1535.
Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Directors, Westfield. To offer condolences,
please
go
to
grayfuneralhomes.com.

Westfield
Monday, December 1, a resident
of the 700 block of Glen Avenue
reported being the victim of identity
theft. One or more unknown suspects rented a motor vehicle in the
victim’s name and stole the vehicle
from a Philadelphia rental car business. There were no suspects at the
time of the report.
Monday, December 1, a Roselle
Park resident claimed to be the victim of a theft that occurred on the 200
block of North Avenue in Westfield.
According to the victim, a local business had been holding a package for
him containing an iPhone valued at
$300. When the victim went to retrieve the item, he learned it had been
stolen by someone unknown.
Wednesday, December 3,
Lawrence Goods, 22, of Linden was
arrested outside of Westfield Municipal Court and charged with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. He was released on his own recognizance after processing.
Thursday, December 4, Mike
Dusaniwskyj, 26, of Mount Laurel
was arrested after turning himself in
at police headquarters on a Westfield
traffic warrant. He posted bail in the
amount of $352 and was released.
Friday, December 5, Raheen Holland, 41, of Newark was arrested on
an outstanding Egg Harbor Township traffic warrant for $89 following a traffic stop at Mountain Avenue and Orchard Street. He was
processed and released on his own
recognizance.
Friday, December 5, a resident of
the 300 block of East South Avenue
reported an attempted burglary.
Sometime between noon and 10:30
p.m. one or more unidentified suspects removed the screen to a firstfloor bedroom window and forcibly
smashed the bottom window sash
with an unknown object. Entry to
the residence did not appear to have
been gained. A canvass of the neighborhood produced negative results,
according to police.
Saturday, December 6, a resident
of the 200 block of South Avenue
reported being the victim of fraud.

The victim stated that she had wired
$25,000 to a financial planner known
to her but when she followed up, no
such investments had been made nor
were the funds returned.
Saturday, December 6, a resident
of the 300 block of Orenda Circle
reported being the victim of a burglary. Someone unknown entered the
residence through an unlocked door
and removed a safe containing cash
and jewelry in the amount of $5,300.
There were no suspects at the time of
the report.
Sunday, December 7, a Plainfield
resident reported being the victim of
a theft that occurred at a business on
the 200 block of South Avenue. The
victim stated that she had left her
purse unattended for a short period
of time and that when she returned,
it had been removed. The purse also
contained a $600 iPad. There were
no suspects at the time of the report.
Sunday, December 7, Carroll
Keating, 54, of Westfield was arrested after turning herself in at police headquarters on a Westfield traffic warrant for $500. Bail was posted
with a court date to be determined.
Mountainside
Monday, November 24, Robert
Infield, 48, of Glens Falls, N.Y. was
arrested for driving with a suspended
license, along with a $500 warrant
out of Hillsdale, following a motor
vehicle stop.
Tuesday, November 25, Matthew
Williams, 23, of Plainfield was arrested on charges of criminal attempt and possession of a weapon.
Thursday, December 4, a business
on Route 22 West reported the theft
of service when a customer refused
to pay for $504.45 worth of motor
vehicle repairs. The customer alleged the vehicle was not repaired
properly.
Scotch Plains
Wednesday, November 26, a mailbox belonging to a Raritan Road resident was reported damaged by a
motor vehicle that left the scene.
Thursday, November 27, an individual reported the theft of her coat
from a Park Avenue restaurant with
her car keys in the pocket.
Sunday, November 30, a Front
Street business reported that two black
males shoplifted a bottle of liquor
from the store and left in a westbound
direction.
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Stop&Shop Recalls Ian’s All Natural
Italian Style Panko Breadcrumbs
REGION — Following a recall by
Elevation Foods, The Stop&Shop
Supermarket Company announced it
has removed from sale Ian’s All Natural Italian Style Panko Breadcrumbs
because the tagline “allergy-friendly,
gluten free” may be misleading, as
the product does contain wheat, an
allergen, which is listed on the ingredient list.
This product is safe to consume for
individuals who do not suffer from a
wheat allergy.
The following product is included
in this recall:
Ian’s All Natural Italian Style Panko
Bread Crumbs, 9 oz., UPC
74951277220 with an expiration date
of 31MAY15, 11OCT15 and
17OCT15
Stop&Shop has received no reports of illnesses to date. People who
have an allergy or severe sensitivity
to wheat may run the risk of serious
or life-threatening allergic reaction if
they consume this product.
Symptoms of food allergies typi-

cally appear from within a few minutes to two hours after a person has
eaten the food to which he or she is
allergic. Allergic reactions can include: hives; flushed skin or rash;
tingling or itchy sensation in the
mouth; face, tongue or lip swelling;
vomiting and/or diarrhea; abdominal
cramps; coughing or wheezing; dizziness and/or lightheadedness; swelling of the throat and vocal cords;
difficulty breathing; loss of consciousness.
Customers who have purchased
the product should discard any unused portions and bring their purchase receipt to Stop&Shop for a
full refund.
Consumers looking for additional
information on the recall may call
Elevation Foods at (800) 543-6637,
option. In addition customers may
call Stop&Shop Customer Service at
1-(800) 767-7772 for more information. Customers also can visit the
Stop&Shop
website
at
www.stopandshop.com.
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NJWA Holiday Performance
To be Held at Redeemer
WESTFIELD – Various string
groups associated with the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
will play a variety of seasonal music
at a Holiday Performance at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 229
Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield on
Sunday, December 14 at 2 p.m.
The musicians who will perform
include violin students from the
Sundance School in North Plainfield,
the Parent/Partner string class from
Sundance School, the NJWA violin
students of Dr. Ted Schlosberg, NJWA
Founder and Executive Director, and
HOLIDAY TUNES...Dr. Thomas Connors will conduct the Westfield Community Concert Band for its 24th annual Holiday Concert on Wednesday, December
17 at 7:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate School in Westfield.

Community Concert Band,
Broadway Singers To Perform
ings with his own choir, the Cambridge Singers, on his own record
label, Collegium Records. Rutter
holds many accolades, including an
honorary Fellow of the Westminster
Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey. The band will perform this contemporary arrangement of Rutter’s
best known choral compositions.
The program will conclude with a
joint performance of Irving Berlin’s
“White Christmas” with the Edison
Broadway Singers. The Edison
Broadway Singers will also perform
a selection of holiday music featuring
the choir’s unique arrangements and
choreography.
The Westfield Community Concert Band is conducted by Dr. Thomas Connors, now in his tenth season
with the band. Westfield music educators Kenneth M. Horn and Steven
Markowski, a vocal specialist in the
Westfield School District, co- direct
the Edison Broadway Singers. The
concert is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department, Bruce
Kaufman, Director.
Members of the Westfield Community Concert Band recently participated in Westfield’s Holiday Tree
Lighting event, performing traditional
Christmas music as a festive backdrop for the lighting of the Christmas
tree at the north side Westfield train
station along with a special appearance by Santa and Mrs. Claus for
hundreds of families in attendance.
As the band completes its milestone
102nd concert season, the band continues to seek out area musicians to
perform a wide variety of concert
band literature for its many area concert events. Interested musicians
should contact Dr. Connors through
the
band’s
website,
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.
The band rehearses each Wednesday
evening from 7:15 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
in the community room located in the
Westfield Municipal Building 425
East Broad Street.

Messiah Sing to be Held
At Presbyterian Church
WESTFIELD – A combined chorus of The Choral Art Society of New
Jersey and The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield choirs will lead a Messiah Community Sing, with soloists,
and organist Ed Alstrom, in The Presbyterian Church in Westfield at 3
p.m. on Sunday, December 14. Martin Sedek, Musical Director, will conduct the beloved Handel oratorio.
The Messiah Community Sing is a
Westfield area tradition, and an ideal
way to kick off the holiday season.
Audience members are invited to
bring scores, or borrow one of ours at
the door, and join in the singing of
choruses, or simply come to listen.
Come as you are, and prepare to have
a grand time making a big joyful
noise! Admission is $10 at the door.

Intergenerational Orchestra
To Perform at Sunday Concert
PLAINFIELD – Share the joy of the
holidays with family and friends at a
special family concert featuring festive
music of the season. The children’s
matinee concert of “Toys and Other
Magic” will be performed by the New
Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra
(NJIO) on Sunday, December 14 at 3
p.m. at St. Bernard and St. Stanislaus
Church, 1235 George Street in
Plainfield. The program will be performed without an intermission and
includes family-friendly music, a
children's play-along piece, and postconcert interactive instrument petting
zoo, where kids “try out” several different orchestral musical instruments under the guidance of one of the
intergenerational musicians of the orchestra. Admission is free.
NJIO, whose musicians have ranged
in age from five to 93, is one of the
nation’s renowned intergenerational
orchestras, known for the superior quality of its music and recognized for
excellence in its intergenerational programming. Artistic Director and Conductor Warren Cohen will lead the afternoon program which includes Overture to Judas Maccabeus, considered

NJYS Presents
December Concerts

one of Handel's finest oratorios (a story
told with voice and orchestra) and has
remained one of his best known works.
It is also significant as this was the first
positive portrayal of a Jewish hero in
European music or literature.
Also included in the afternoon program is Corelli’s Concerto Grosso in G
minor, also known as the Christmas
Concerto, with its beautifully elaborate
texture crafted from the violin and cello
solos, and its Neapolitan Christmas
Carol theme. Several familiar Leroy
Anderson holiday pieces will also be
presented, including the catchy Sleigh
Ride, the waltzing Song of the Bells,
and The Christmas Festival, which was
written for the Boston Pops combining
several Carols with the tune of Jingle
Bells. The program also includes
Reinecke’s Toy Symphony, originally
written in jest, thus allowing the composer to engage in all sorts of musical
hijinks, including odd sound effects,
unusual harmonies and silly percussion
and wind parts which will be contributed by the audience with toy instruments that NJIO will provide to them.
NJIO bridges the generations through
music and brings artistic excellence to
our communities by presenting concerts at local venues and outreach performances at senior and health care
facilities. NJIO provides education and
performance opportunities for people
of all ages that would like to be part of
an orchestra or ensemble. Our members are all ages and all abilities, who
learn side by side with experienced
players and professional musicians who
mentor their fellow performers. For
more information regarding this concert or patron services, please contact
Mary Beth Sweet, info@njio.org or
(908) 603-7691.

Christmas Tree
Disposal Service

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey

World-Class Musicians to Play
Chamber Music at Local Sites
WESTFIELD – If you’re wondering where you can hear world-renowned musicians without the inconvenience and expense of traveling to New York City, look no further than Maplewood and Westfield,
N.J.!
On Sunday, December 21, 2014,
Mostly Music, a prestigious chamber
music series with a 35-year legacy,
will offer concerts featuring Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center
violinist Ani Kavafian and New York
Philharmonic Principal cellist Carter
Brey. Concerts will be held at 2:30
p.m. at the Morrow Memorial Methodist Church, 600 Ridgewood Road
in Maplewood, and at 7:30 p.m. at
Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.
Among New Jersey’s finest cultural resources, Mostly Music offers
a unique experience for its listeners.
In addition to being held in a friendly,
intimate setting, the performers discuss the compositions and composers as well as their experiences rehearsing the music.

In addition to her position with the
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln
Center, Ani Kavafian is Professor of
Violin at Yale University. Throughout her career, she has performed
with leading orchestras, including the
New York Philharmonic and orchestras of Philadelphia, Cleveland, San
Francisco and Detroit. Carter Brey is
a faculty member at the Curtis Institute of Music. In addition to his position with the New York Philharmonic
since 1996, he has been a soloist with
many major orchestras. He performs
regularly with world-class chamber
ensembles such as the Emerson and
Tokyo string quartets.
Mostly Music tickets are reasonably
priced at $25 for adults and $22 for
seniors. Students age 21 and younger
are invited to attend FREE. For directions and more information about
Mostly Music, the performers and program, please visit mostlymusic.org or
call (973) 762-0108.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Choir and Band will once again
be holding its Christmas tree pick up
fundraiser.
Proceeds will go directly to the 2015
choir and band trips to Scotland/England and Austria/Czech Republic.
Pick up is scheduled for Saturday,
January 3, 2015 with a Saturday, January 10 snow date; high school music
students will remove the tree from
curbside and transport to the conservation center. This service is available to
Westfield residents at $15 per tree;
additional donations are greatly appreciated.
Please make checks payable to WHS
Music, cash is also accepted. Reservation can be made via email to
whschristmastrees@gmail.com, by
Thursday, January 1. Please include
your last name, address and a phone
number.

WINTER WONDERLAND CONCERT...Members of the McKinley Melodies
perform “Do You Want to Build a Snowman” at the recent Winter Concert at
McKinley Elementary School in Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Triselle Juatco, Molly Reilly, Payton Silverman, Rachel Weiner, Samantha Katz
and Anna Rickard.

Local Performers to Appear
In Music Man In Concert
WESTFIELD – The Music Man In
Concert, a benefit to be performed at
Westfield’s historic Presbyterian
Church in January, will feature several accomplished performers familiar to Westfield and Cranford area
theatergoers.
The concert is being held to raise
funds to support New Jersey Youth
Theatre (NJYT) and its free, professional summer training program for
aspiring young talent. That program,
now in its 23rd year, has produced a
multitude of students who have gone
on to successful theatrical careers, including several on Broadway.
The Music Man In Concert, will be
performed Friday, January 30 and Saturday, January 31, with both shows at
7 p.m. It will feature 33 performers of
all ages, most of them current or former
participants in NJYT.
Cynthia Meryl, NJYT’s Artistic Director and a Broadway veteran, is directing the show and also plays the
role of Eulalie, the wife of the mayor
of River City, Iowa.
“We are so fortunate to have such a
spectacularly talented cast for this
show. With 21 out of 23 years of NJYT
alumni represented, it’s almost like a
reunion,” she said. Ms. Meryl is a
longtime resident of Westfield with
her husband Ted Agress, who is
NJYT’s Executive Director and also a
veteran of Broadway.
Zach Love, a 2012 graduate of
Cranford High School, will play
Marcellus, the role portrayed by Buddy
Hackett in the 1962 movie. Mr. Love
is a junior at Muhlenberg College. He
was most recently seen as the
lovestruck cowboy Will Parker in
NJYT’s summer production of Oklahoma!, which played to rave reviews
in both Manasquan’s Algonquin Arts
Theatre and the Bickford Theatre in
Morristown.
Maureen Monroe of Cranford will
play Mrs. Paroo, another principal role.
Ms. Monroe has performed with a range
of regional companies including the
Opera Company of Boston, and has
sung oratorio and orchestral concerts
across the Northeast, including performances at Boston’s Symphony Hall
and the Tanglewood Festival. Locally,
she is a board member of the Cranford
Dramatic Club and has appeared in
numerous shows there and at other
local production companies.
“I can’t think of a nicer way for
people and their families to spend a
cold January evening than to come
enjoy the warmth and fun of The Music Man,” said Ms. Monroe. “And by
buying a ticket, the audience also gets
to support a very important cause NJYT’s performing arts program,
which enables talented young people
from all over the state to receive professional training.”
The show’s younger performers include Ethan Berman and Alyrie
Silverman, both of Westfield. Mr.
Berman is an eighth grader at
Roosevelt Intermediate School who
recently played a lead role in its fall
drama, The Mystery at Whimbowly

Manor. Mr. Berman will play the role
of Winthrop, the lovable lisping boy
portrayed by a young Ron Howard in
The Music Man movie. SMs. ilverman,
a fifth grader at Franklin Elementary
School, will play the role of the young
piano student Amaryllis.
Fanwood native Katy Cockrell will
play the role of Ethel. Ms. Cockrell is
a 2009 graduate of Scotch PlainsFanwood High School and a recent
graduate of New York University’s
Tisch School of the Arts, where she
received a BFA in Drama from Playwrights Horizons Theater School. Ms.
Cockrell charmed audiences with her
portrayal of Aunt Eller in NJYT’s
Oklahoma! this summer.
Erica Morreale, a 2012 graduate of
Cranford High School now attending
Muhlenberg College, will be part of
the show’s ensemble. In addition to
playing the lead role of Laurie in
NJYT’s Oklahoma!, Morreale won a
Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star
Award in 2009 for her role as Bonnie
in Anything Goes.
Also in the ensemble are Travis
Przybylski, a 2011 graduate of
Westfield High School and current
Rider University student whose credits include the role of Action in NJYT’s
2013 production of West Side Story;
Sierra Ciasco, a fifth grader at
Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield; Marion Petite, a student at
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark; and Brenden Scalea and
Veronica Walton, Cranford High
School students who appeared in the
school’s 2014 production of Grease,
which received multiple Rising Star
Award nominations.
The ensemble also will feature experienced local-area performers who
are veterans of NJYT’s summer program, including Lindsay-Rose
Sinclair, a 2003 graduate of Westfield
High School and lead singer of local
musical group The Sinclar Blues Band,
and Robyn Lee Horn of Plainfield, a
theatre teacher at the Union Country
Academy for Performing Arts in
Scotch Plains whose credits include a
role in Children of Eden at the Paper
Mill Playhouse.
Supported by a 20-piece onstage
band, the concert will feature all the
songs from Meredith Willson’s beloved 1957 musical, including, “Till
There Was You,” “(Ya Got) Trouble,”
and “Seventy-Six Trombones.” In
keeping with the beauty of the Presbyterian Church sanctuary, performers
will be dressed in semi-formal attire.
Tickets, which start at $20, are already on sale. They are available via
phone at (800) 838-3006 or online at
www.musicmanconcert.bpt.me.
In addition to its free summer program, NJYT offers year-round classes
in acting, dance, musical theatre and
voice during the school year to children ages eight to 18 from all over the
state. Classes are held at the NJYT
studios at 172 W. Westfield Avenue in
Roselle Park, just ten minutes from
downtown Westfield and five minutes
from downtown Cranford.
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NEW PROVIDENCE – The New
Jersey Youth Symphony (NJYS) presents three concerts in December in
New Providence and Mendham. The
Youth Orchestra andYouth Symphony,
made up of students in grades seven
through 12, will perform selections from
Bizet's Carmen Suite, Marquez's
Danzon No. 2 and Mahler's Symphony
No. 1 among other works, at New Providence High School, 35 Pioneer Drive
in New Providence, on Friday, December 12 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $20 for
adults and $15 for students and seniors,
available by calling (908) 771-5544.
The NJYS Chamber Music Recital
will take place in Burgdorff Hall at
NJYS, 570 Central Avenue in New
Providence, on Sunday, December 14
at 3 p.m. The concert is free and open to
the public. The NJYS Percussion Ensemble will perform contemporary
works on instruments ranging from
frame drums and classic percussion to
wooden boxes and trash cans at West
Morris Mendham High School, 65 East
Main Street in Mendham on Sunday,
December 14 at 4 p.m. The concert is
free and open to the public.
The NJYS, the orchestral and ensemble affiliate of Wharton Music Center, features fourteen ensembles, available by audition for students in grades
three through 12. Its premiere ensemble,
Youth Symphony, was awarded first
place in the prestigious 2014 Summa
Cum Laude International Youth Music
Festival and has appeared in such internationally renowned concert halls as
Carnegie Hall in New York City and
Musikverein in Vienna.
Located in Berkeley Heights and New
Providence, New Jersey, Wharton
Music Center and New Jersey Youth
Symphony serve students from thirteen
counties.

Martin Sedek, educated at Berklee
College of Music and Montclair State
University, has studied conducting
with David Callahan, William
Weinert, Craig Hella Johnson, and
Heather J. Buchanan. Mr. Sedek
founded and conducted the Berklee
Concert Choir in Boston in 2007 and
is currently on the choral and theory
faculties at Montclair State
University’s Cali School of Music,
where he serves as Assistant Director
of Choral Studies and Visiting Professor of Theory & Aural Skills is in
his third season as Musical Director
of the Choral Art Society.
For information about the Choral
Art Society of New Jersey, visit
website www.casofnj.org or call (908)
654-5737.
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WESTFIELD – The Westfield Recreation Department will host its 24th
Annual Holiday Concert featuring the
Westfield Community Concert Band
and the Edison Intermediate School
Broadway Singers on Wednesday, December 17, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. at Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield.
This free public concert culminates a
year-long series of performances by
the Westfield Community Concert
Band in celebration of the band’s
102nd anniversary concert season.
Highlighting a program of holiday
favorites, the band will open the concert with the Leroy Anderson classic,
“Sleigh Ride”. Anderson began composing Sleigh Ride during a July,
1946 heat wave. He completed this
popular selection for the Boston Pop’s
1948 concert season. Anderson intended the composition to depict the
imagery of a traditional sleigh ride
from long ago. “Sleigh Ride” continues to be the most played song on
radio during the Christmas season.
Cecil Frances Alexander wrote a
number of little poems and hymns,
including her most famous collection, published in 1848 – Hymns for
Little Children. It was here that “Once
in Royal David’s City” first appeared.
A year later, H. J. Gauntlett discovered Mrs. Alexander’s poem and set
it to music. The city, of course, is
Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus
and of His ancestor King David. The
band performs Philip Sparke’s contemporary arrangement of this
longstanding church hymn.
The band continues its program
with “Chanukah is Here”, a medley of
well-known Chanukah songs, including “Chanukah, Chanukah” and “I
Had A Little Dreydl”, followed by
Claude Smith’s “Rhapsody on Christmas Carols”, commissioned by the
prestigious United States Marine
Band for use with their holiday programs. This challenging Christmas
medley is one of the most distinctive
holiday works and combines many
favorite carols in a style that is unique
to the composer. This selection includes “Deck the Halls”,
“Greensleeves” and “Joy to the
World”.
The band will premier its performance of “John Rutter’s Christmas”,
a compilation of select Christmas
Carols by renowned British choral
composer, John Rutter. Born in, London in 1945, Rutter has become one
of the most prolific composers of
choral music and has become known
around the world through his record-

the Wednesday Morning Strings, the
adult NJWA ensemble of violin, viola,
cello and string bass players.
According to Dr. Schlosberg, “The
performance will include a wide variety of music, including seasonal selections.”
Although there is no admission
charge, free-will donations will be
gratefully accepted.
For additional information, call
(908) 789-9696, visit the NJWA studios at 150-152 East Broad
Street,Westfield, or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Art • Framing • Gifts • Home Accents • Unique Jewelry
Conservation Framing • Sports Memorabilia & Jerseys
Shadow Boxes • Graduation Diplomas • Mirrors
Corporate & Home Consultations

Jewelry Trunk Show
Saturday, December 13th
12pm – 5pm
Featuring Beautiful Handmade
Jewelry by Pat Pastore
11 North Union Avenue, Cranford

908-272-3030
Visit our website to view merchandise &
upcoming events: www.simplyartandframes.com
Mon 12-4; Tues, Wed & Fri 10-6; Thurs 10-7; Sat 10-5
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Creativity Reigns at Rake and Hoe
Garden Club’s Holiday Home Tour
By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — When most of
us think of Christmas trees, we tend
to picture evergreen boughs, lights
and tinsel. But members of the Rake
and Hoe Garden Club (RHGC) think
of so much more, decorating with
natural materials in innovative ways
that are as environmentally-friendly
as they are attractive…even expertly
incorporating brussel sprouts into
the Christmas décor. Yes, brussel
sprouts! Last Saturday, the RHGC’s
Deck the Halls Holiday House Tour
showcased their stunning designs at
four Westfield homes, each customized with its own holiday theme.
On Westfield Avenue, the theme
was, “Birch with a Twist of Moss,”
and this neoclassical home with rich
chestnut woodwork and earth tones
was the perfect backdrop for garlands with bursts of poppy flowers
and clementine oranges.
Dried allium balls strung atop the
fireplace mantel added unique appeal in the dining room and
complimented the white pine
branches along the plate rail. The
trees in the music room were accordingly comprised of sheet music.
The colonial on South Euclid Avenue was built and owned by former
publisher of The Westfield Leader,
Walter J. Lee, in 1906. It has since
been renovated and expanded for
today’s modern amenities while
maintaining its original character.
Its holiday theme, “A Visit to Old
Westfield” included many nods to
the historic town newspaper, with
ornaments comprised of strips of
old newsprint, an antique typewriter
and one of Mr. Lee’s original ledgers on display. House co-chair Jill
Sitcer said the sconces and mantel
were dressed with winterberry and
magnolia leaves with amaryllis. A
charming brussel sprout and holly
sprig tabletop tree provided a warm
welcome in the breakfast area.
On Watchung Fork, the sprawling Dutch Colonial incorporated a
“Tartan Christmas” theme complete
with bagpipes and plaid ribbons.
Ornaments on the tree were com-

prised of children’s party hats
wrapped in metallic wallpaper and
tassel trim.
The RGHC also created stunning
hand-carved monograms of the
homeowner’s initials featured on
the front door swag and at each
place setting in the dining room.
The lush mantelpiece featured magnolia leaves, juniper, cedar, amaryllis and flowering eucalyptus. A
charming antique Santa collection
added holiday cheer to the dining
space.
The Minisink Way home was built
in 2011 and received certification
from the U.S. Green Building Council for being environmentally conscious. It featured antique windows,
reclaimed lumber for the floors and
ceilings as well as a three-floor staircase that had once been in another
home for a harmonious blend of old
with new.
Recycled and natural materials
were also used to create its “Enchanted
Holiday” theme with pops of bright
turquoise throughout, including peacock feathers woven through the mantel garland in the family room. The
breakfast area featured unique centerpieces made from dried artichokes
and inverted acorn tops.
The Christmas tree was bedecked
with handmade sparkling mushrooms, moss birdhouses and pinecones in shades of blue and silver.
According to house co-chair, Tracy
Criscietiello, RHGC members handpainted the inside of clear glass balls
in blue and then coated the outside
with a unique mirrored paint that
made them look like old world antique glass.
Many items such as these were for
sale at each home, and there was also
a boutique at the Methodist Church.
RHGC president Karen JolleyGates told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
the club began planning the tour
last January. Members then crafted
many of the dried florals over the
summer, with the Christmas tree
decorating and addition of fresh
items all taking place in the final
days leading up to the tour.
She added that natural décor can

last throughout December with
proper care.
Tour co-chairs Pat Wilson and
Beth Siano advised keeping household heat at a slightly lower temperature to help preserve such items.
Ms. Siano also recommended soaking evergreen garlands overnight in
water in the bathtub (blocking the
drain to protect it from pine needles)
and allowing it to dry before hanging.
Ms. Jolley-Gates expressed her
appreciation for the RHGC club
members who dedicated so much
time preparing for the tour and to
the many visitors. RHGC holiday
home tours only take place every
four years, and she was pleased
many were returning guests.
Tour proceeds will support the
club’s operations and service
projects throughout the community.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ALL DECKED OUT...A festive tall mantel arrangement and Christmas tree feature unexpected bursts of orange and bright
poppy in the living room of the traditional Westfield Avenue residence on the Rake and Hoe Garden Club’s Deck the Halls
Holiday House Tour.

Singers Vie for New Jersey’s
Best Musical Theatre Voice

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

A TOUCH OF HISTORY...For the Deck the Halls Holiday House Tour, members
of the RHGC crafted elegant ornaments from old newspapers, including this one
which features the "W" from The Westfield Leader masthead. The holiday decor
in this South Euclid Avenue home gave a nod to the colonial's original owner,
Walter Lee, a former publisher of this newspaper.

RAHWAY – The final round of the
2014 Fearless Icon Vocal Competition
takes place Sunday, December 14 from
7 to 9 p.m. at Union County Performing
Arts Center, 1601 Irving Street, Rahway.
Culled from an original field of 100
hopefuls, the five finalists are Nikki
Ashe, Michael Ferlita, Kevin Hack,
Kate Pentek and Kara Wilson.
General admission tickets for the
final round are $10 and available online
at www.ucpac.org, by calling (732) 4998226 or buying in person at the UCPAC
box office, 1601 Irving Street, Rahway.
On Sunday each competitor will sing
one song, and the nine-judge panel will
select two final contestants. After hearing one more song from each of the two,
the judges’ choice for first place will be
announced, and the Best Musical Theatre Voice in New Jersey will be
crowned.
The winner gets to star in the lead
role of their favorite musical theatre
show. Fearless Productions, Rahway’s
resident theatre company, will purchase
full stage rights and present the winner’s
chosen play at Hamilton Stage in Sum-

mer, 2015. The winner also receives a
headshot package, salon makeover,
commercial and advanced acting
classes, vocal instruction, management
assistance and cash prizes.
“Fearless Icon is about more than
just raw talent,” says Fearless Productions artistic director Brian Remo. “We
want to make sure the winner comes
away with tools they need to further
their career development.”
That development includes
mentoring by established performers.
Following the semin-final round, each
finalist has been coached by Fearless
Icon music director Bruce De La Cruz
and by one of these music theatre professionals — Patrick Starega, Christopher J. Guell, Brien McVernon, Khy
Garner, Kristin Barber.
“UCPAC is thrilled to host this event,”
says Union County Performing Arts
Center executive director Lawrence
McCullough. “A big part of our mission is to help emerging artists. Fearless
Icon has created a mechanism that’s
going to bring opportunity to a lot of
very talented New Jersey performers.”

BEDS AND BIG SCREENS
BUY A

Nirvana

An Annual Holiday Concert
Spectacular!

GET A

40”

Children, Youth, Teen, Adult, Senior &
Professional Choirs
Continuo Arts Orchestra
Rutgers Prep Chamber Orchestra
Elsa, Santa & More!!!

AT

presents

WITH A POWER BASE

“Christmas Time in the City”

Westfield Presbyterian church

December 13, 2014
7:30 p.m.

DURING

140 mountain ave
Westfield, NJ

Presented free of charge as a gift to our communities
Donations accepted

35 South Ave, Fanwood, NJ 07023 • 908.322.4178

ShovlinMattress.com

Page S-1

Thursday, December 11, 2014
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Ballyhoo

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

CHRISTIANO 72-YD TOUCHDOWN RUN, SCHETELICH 91-YD TD RUN, WALKER INTERCEPTION

Par Hills’ ‘Little Plays’ Stun Cougars for Grid Title, 20-13
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Consistent forward movement
on the part of senior running
back Angelo Gallego and the ability to capitalize on a major miscue guided the third-seeded
Parsippany Hills High School football team to the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 championship with a 20-13 victory over
the top-seeded Cranford Cougars during the NJSIAA/
SportsCare Institute Football Finals at Metlife Stadium in East
Rutherford on December 7.

Ballyhoo

The Cougar defense’s difficulty
getting off blocks and making
the initial tackles allowed Gallego
to move the chains and to plug
away for 173 yards on 37 carries.
He also had a crucial 12-yard
reception late in the fourth quarter to put the 11-1 Cougars’ backs
against the wall.
“Both of those are areas where
we struggled. He’s a tough little
back and he gets in there. We hit

Probitas Verus Honos
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

him a lot of times. We didn’t
necessarily get him off his feet,”
Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said. “They weren’t
getting any big plays, but they
were able to move the chains. I
am sure that was their plan and
they executed it very well to
keep our offense off the field.”
The 10-2 Vikings also gave the
Cougars’ potent offense, that has
averaged 40 points per game,
headaches. A consistent movement of the ball downfield was
absent, but the Cougars did manage to execute four big plays,
two resulting in touchdowns and
another setting up an opportunity for a third with seconds remaining in the game.
“I thought there were times on

l'ennemi du journaliste

offense where we weren’t really
able to ever get things rolling.
We had some big plays, but we
weren’t necessarily able to consistently move it the way that I
thought that we would be able to
do, and that’s a credit to Par Hills
the way they played both offen-

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

sively and defensively,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.
Cougar quarterback Jack
Schetelich completed seven of
21 passes for 122 yards and
carried 10 times for 106 yards,
including a 91-yard touchdown
run in the Cougars’ first offensive
play of the second half. Running
back Luke Christiano carried
seven times for 111 yards, including a 72-yard touchdown run
in the second quarter. He also
had three receptions for 81 yards.
Running back Donavin Walker
had three carries for 51 yards,
which included giving the Cougars a first down at the Viking 14
early in the second quarter. Eric
Donahue had a pair of receptions
for 20 yards. Joe Norton had a
nine-yard reception and Donte
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Anderson had a 12-yard recep- carried 11 times for 61 yards. the first score and added a one- ter. Verducci completed seven of Ryan Shaw for 97 yards.
tion.
Quarterback Nick Verducci had a yard touchdown pass to Anthony 13 passes for 134 yards, which
Both defenses held the others’
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Viking running back JD Keyes one-yard touchdown plunge for Barlotta early in the third quar- included three to wide receiver
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offense scoreless in the first quar- began with a 15-yard run. After Viking 14. He ran again but
From there, Verducci engi- yard reception and ended with a
ter then the Cougars got posses- an incomplete pass, Walker broke fumbled at the four where the neered an eight-play scoring one-yard plunge with 7:31 left in
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
sion on their own 33. Christiano loose on a 40-yard gallop to the Vikings recovered.
drive, which involved Shaw’s 62-
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the half. On the ensuing kickoff,
the Cougars got possession at
the 28 then on the first play,
Christiano hooked right and out-

Ballyhoo

ran all defenders for his 72-yard Cranford 43.
touchdown with 7:13 remaining.
On the first series of the second
Later in the quarter, Walker in- half, beginning from their own
tercepted Verducci’s pass at the 25, the Vikings used 10 straight

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

running plays to get to the clock. The extra point made the
Cranford one then Verducci found score 13-6. Once again, the CouBarlotta in the right corner for gars answered swiftly when
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
the touchdown with 6:42 on the

Page S-5

Thursday, December 11, 2014
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Ballyhoo

touchdown run with 9:27 remainSchetelich took the ball from the Norton added the point after.
nine and sprinted down the right
The Vikings answered with an
sideline for the touchdown with 11-play, 74-yard scoring drive,
Probitas Verus Honos
6:23 left in the third quarter. ending with Gallego’s 12-yard

New Jersey
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ing in the game. The Cougars ception for a first down and a
failed to answer then the Vikings missed field goal attempt to give
wound down the clock with nine the Cougars one last chance with
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
running plays, Gallego’s key re-
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1:43 left and no timeouts.
Schetelich hit Donahue for 12
yards and Christiano for 13 to
put the ball on the 45. A few plays

Ballyhoo

later, he spotted Christiano, who the ball at the three.
made a spectacular catch good
“I don’t think that Jack early in
for 43 yards, putting the ball on the game or even in the early
the 12. Norton’s reception placed second half played his best, but

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

in that last drive he certainly did. minutes and drove it all the way
He kept his composure and made down,” Coach Rosenmeier said.
a couple of good throws. We had
Inability to get off a play cost
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
no timeouts and less than two
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the Cougars five yards then
Schetelich’s final pass into a confusing mix dropped to the turf.
“I was proud of us to get the

ball down the field, to get in a
position where we could score. It
just didn’t go our way there,”
Coach Rosenmeier said. “There

Ballyhoo

may have been contact. That’s
football! When it goes your way,
you think it’s a great call. When
it doesn’t go your way, you think

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

it’s a bad one. We had an opportunity to execute some plays and
we couldn’t finish the execution.
I thought we had the better team,

but they played better than us
today and they deserved to win.”
Parsippany Hills
Cranford

0
0

6
6

7
7

7
0

20
13
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Cranford Board of Education Reports
On Full-Day Kindergarten Classes
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of education (BOE) on Monday presented a report based on recent
information garnered by the FullDay Kindergarten Task Force.
In Union County, Berkeley
Heights, New Providence,
Cranford and Scotch PlainsFanwood do not provide full-day
kindergarten, according to the
report. Westfield provides a halfday kindergarten with a tuitionbased option wrap-around program to extend the day. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Cranford
school districts are investigating
a full-day program. Summit has
instituted a trial full-day kindergarten where students are enrolled by lottery and it is a tuition-based program. The 12 remaining districts in Union County
provide a full-day kindergarten.
The two challenges of providing full-day kindergarten
throughout the district are space
and the 2-percent budget cap,
the report states. The cost to
start the program is estimated at
$828,059, which includes salaries and benefits for teachers
and classroom assistants.
One of the many comments
from the Task Force is that for a
kindergartner to achieve success
in the Common Core standards a
full-day kindergarten is imperative. A two-and-a-half-hour day
is too short to teach the Common
Core standards, the report found.
The Task Force agreed that a
high-quality kindergarten would
include a full-day program, increased learning and socialization time, daily math and reading, frequent choice and play,
exploration and language development.
A sample schedule showed that
the math learning time would
double from the current 20 min-

utes to 40 minutes, and there
would be the addition of a 30minute writing workshop period,
and a 40-minute Specials period. Choice Time also would be
increased. There additionally
would be a morning meeting and
rest/reading time.
The Task Force is to create
subcommittees to examine options that could result in providing a full-day kindergarten. Those
options include redistricting, a
tuition-based program, referendum costs, school and town facilities, slow school district expansion options, and creative
scheduling.
“This Task Force is really in it
for the long haul, and will look at
what we can do incrementally,”
Superintendent Gayle Carrick
said.
The Task Force also is looking
for additional resident volunteers,
Ms. Carrick said, and anyone in-

terested can contact the BOE.
A pilot report card, that will be
a new form of student report
cards to conform to standards, is
to be in place for the third marking period, Board Vice-President
Michael Caulfield said.
In Superintendent Carrick’s Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) report for the sixth
month period from January to
June, most of the reports came
from grades 6 to 9. There were
21 HIB reports during the period.
Of the 21, 17 were verbal abuse,
Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
10 were special-education cases, THANK YOU…Garwood Councilman Mike Martin presents Mayor Pat
and three dealt with race. There Quattrocchi with a plaque honoring her for her four years of service at the Dec.
was one report dealing with a 9 council meeting. Mayor-elect Charles Lombardo takes over next month.
gay-bashing issue, which is a
decline, Ms. Carrick said.
Ms. Carrick said the Character
Education Committee’s “efforts
have made a significant impact
in decreasing those negative
comments (of gay bashing).”

GW Council Discusses
Encroachments on AFC

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council on Tuesday unanimously
adopted revised regulations governing the new athletic field complex, which officially opens on
Sunday.
The regulations, which govern
all parks in Garwood, were discussed at length in a special meeting of the council on November 13
and stipulate matters such as hours
of operation and fees charged.
A separate resolution removing
designated smoking areas and
banning smoking in all public parks
also passed unanimously.
Despite Sunday’s ribbon cutting,
Borough Engineer Don Guarriello
updated the council on three issues of residents encroaching onto
Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader the complex boundaries, includMAKING HIS POINT... Township resident Kevin Keogh tells the Cranford ing one home on Myrtle Avenue
Board of Education that they are not following the law when it comes to how the where the asphalt driveway exdistrict evaluates students to be accepted into the district’s gifted and talented tends 12 feet into the park. Additionally, the driveway is bordered
program, called The Pathways to Excellence Program (P2E).

by a fence that also exists on
borough property. Other instances
deal with fencing that extend over
the property line “a couple of feet,”
according to Mr. Guarriello.
Council members directed Mr.
Guarriello and Borough Administrator Christina Ariemma to notify
the residents of the infringements
and give them 60 days to remove
the encroachments.
The borough intends to surround
the park, formally renamed the
Garwood Sports and Recreation
Complex, with chain link fencing,
which Mr. Guarriello admitted under questioning from resident
Bruce Paterson was not included
in the specifications for the project.
The borough will seek bids for
the approximately 500 feet of fencing, which, according to Mr.
Guarriello, is expected to cost
about $30 per foot or roughly
$15,000.
If the encroaching fences are not
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CF BOE Reports Full-Day Kindergarten Classes
Kevin Keogh and his wife, Shannon, during the public comment portion of the meeting, told
the board the school district is
not following the law when it
comes to how it evaluates students to be accepted into the
district’s gifted and talented program, called The Pathways to
Excellence Program (P2E).
His daughter, a fifth grader,
has been denied acceptance into
the program, after last year her
teacher recommended the student to the program, but the
child did not meet the test score
of 99 required on an IQ test. She
scored a 95.
Mr. Keogh said a state statute
requires multiple measures in
evaluating a student for a gifted
and talented program. A single
IQ test is against the state statute, he said.
His daughter has a 99 average in
her grades, and had a perfect
math score and a score of 237 in
Language Arts on the NJASK. He
said the district requires a student
to have a “270 split” between the
two subjects. He said his daughter
“outpaced the other two” peers
currently in the P2E program. He
asked the board to consider evaluating her NJASK score against
those two students as criteria in
her acceptance to the program.
“My daughter wants to be in
this program and that is why we
are here,” Mr. Keogh said.
The Keoghs inquired about getting their daughter into the program again this year and they
were told she had to take another form of an IQ test.
The Keoghs moved to Cranford
with their four children over a
year ago. At her previous school,
their daughter was accepted into
the gifted and talented program.
Resident Nicole Lachenauer
asked the BOE its progress in
including a keyboard instruction
class at the Hillside Avenue
School. She said she and other
concerned parents have been

asking for a long time to have a
class be a part of the daily instruction or offered as an afterschool class. She said her daughter and other students are not
ready for high school or college
because they do not know how to
type fluently.
This lack of keyboard skills also
plays a part in a new state test,
where students will need to use a
keyboard, Mr. Caulfield said. The
inclusion of a program is in the
review stages, he stated.
The board voted, 6-1-1, to approve a physical education and
health policy. Board member
Trevor Shaw voted against the
policy. He said he did not agree
with the wording of the policy,
stating that a student involved in
a school sport would need a written note from a coach. He said
students who are actively playing a sport during the marking
period should automatically be

excused from gym.
Board
member
Camille
Widdows abstained, saying she
understood Mr. Shaw’s opinion
as well as those who favored the
policy. Board member JoAnne
Boyle voted yes, she said, in light
that the policy will be further
reviewed. She said there are flaws
to the policy, stating she believes students excused from gym
should be taking a class rather
than a study period, and that a
dance class should be counted as
a student’s gym time.
At the start of the meeting, Art
Brownlee, a freshman music student at Lincoln School, played
the trumpet for the BOE. A winter concert is scheduled for Thursday, December 18, at 11:15 a.m.,
at Lincoln School.
The board of education will meet
next on Monday, January 5, 2015,
at 8 p.m., for its reorganization
meeting.

GW Discusses Encroachment
removed by the time the new
fence is ready to be installed, the
borough contractor would remove
them before installing the new
one.
The decision of whether to remove the asphalt driveway or let it
remain and merely remove the
existing fence and replace it with
one on the correct property line
was deferred at a suggestion by
Councilman Bill Nierstedt, who said
the matter could be addressed at
a later date.
He recommended the council go
forth with enclosing the park and
decide the driveway issue another
time.
In other matters, Finance Committee Chairwoman Sara Todisco
put forth the panel’s suggestion to
update the ordinance that regulates school crossing guards. She
noted the guards’ pay was based
on a four-and-a-half-hour day for

working morning, lunch and afternoon shifts, but the lunch break is
no longer required, so the guards
actually work a two-and-a-halfhour day.
The Finance Committee’s recommendation is to keep the existing guards under the old terms,
paid at $13.25 an hour, but to
phase out those terms through
attrition. New guards would be
paid $17.50 per hour based on a
two-and-a-half-hour day. Alternates would be paid $17 per hour.
The recommendation would save
Garwood $3,133 per year for every new hire, Ms. Todisco said.
Councilman Jim Mathieu expressed concern about continuing
the current status with regard to
unemployment compensation. He
said the borough is essentially
falsely reporting to state authorities that the guards regularly work
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

RESIDENT’S CONCERNS… Cranford Resident Frank Krause addresses the
township’s planning board last Wednesday about his concerns with how the
Board of Adjustment has approved applications for the two new banks, Investors
Savings Bank to be built next to the Rustic Mill Diner and Two Rivers Bank on
the corner of Lincoln and North Avenues. He believes the front yard setbacks are
too shallow and that there is a public safety issue with ingress and egress of traffic
to the banks.

CF Planning Board OK’s
Land Development Ord.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The planning
board voted, 9 to 0, last Wednesday that the township’s new land
development ordinance is substantially consistent with the Master Plan.
The board met with Zoning Officer Bob Hudak for a final review
of the proposed ordinance amending and supplementing the land
development ordinance. The
township committee had introduced the ordinance and will have
a final reading on Tuesday, December 16.
After previous review and discussion, the board decided that
any items within the land development ordinance the board
wished to have the township committee tackle in 2015 would be
contained in a letter attached to

the board’s recommendation to
approve the ordinance.
In regards to the flood zone in
the new ordinance, Board Chairwoman Lynda Feder said, “I think
it gives the land use boards a little
bit more leverage in the flood
zone.”
“It really delineates it better,”
Mr. Hudak said.
The new ordinance takes into
consideration public safety when
developing in the flood zone, Ms.
Feder said. “That is a good thing,”
she noted.
During the public portion of the
meeting, resident Frank Krause
brought up his issue with the
North Avenue West corridor from
the movie theater to Lincoln Avenue. He has concerns with how
the board of adjustment has approved applications for the two
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Item 2014-12-02 Cranford –
Santa will make a second appearance in Cranford on Sat.,
December 20. His first stop will
be at Centennial Village from 10
a.m. to noon. He will then return
to the gazebo on the corner of
North Union and Springfield Avenues from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. for
holiday trolley rides around
Cranford.

GW Encroachment
four-and-a-half hours when they
actually work only two-and-a-half.
After a discussion with Borough
Attorney Bob Renaud, Ms. Todisco
agreed to ask borough Chief Financial Officer Sandy Bruns on
how to proceed with that issue.
Also on Tuesday, the council, by
a 5-to-0 vote with Mr. Mathieu
abstaining, further detailed an October 28 decision by increasing
Ms. Ariemma’s base salary to
$95,369 for 2014. The vote, in
essence, settles the lawsuit Ms.
Ariemma filed in 2012 over what
she claimed was wrongful denial
of a raise.
The October 28 decision approved $75,000, $46,000 in
attorney’s fees and $29,000, in a
lump sum payment to Ms.
Ariemma in addition to raising her
salary.
In other matters, the council
voted to eliminate the stipend for
employees who waive health-insurance coverage benefits.
The stipend, 25 percent of the
premium the borough paid, was
recommended by state officials as
a way to encourage employees to
decline health insurance and reduce costs. But since many of
those who opted out did so because employees were required
to pay toward the insurance and/
or it was cheaper to obtain coverage through their spouse, the stipend is no longer necessary.
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CF Planning Board OK’s Land
new banks — Investors Savings
Bank, to be built next to the
Rustic Mill Diner, and Two River
Community Bank, at the corner of
Lincoln and North Avenues. He
believes the front-yard setbacks
are too shallow and that there is
a public safety issue with ingress
and egress of traffic to the banks.
He had previously addressed the
township committee on these issues.
“As you go from the Cranford
theater you can see the attractive
25-foot setback…landscaping and
a residential look on both sides of
the street. Now you won’t see
that when Investors Savings Bank
is built,” Mr. Krause said.
The front setbacks are five feet,
which Mr. Hudak said is allowable
in the downtown business zone.
Mr. Krause said he would like
the planning board to “guard
against” what he feels is a negative impact to the site lines of the
corridor and public safety.
Board Attorney Nicholas Giuditta
said the planning board has no

authority to reverse decisions of
the zoning board.
“The reason why the zoning
board was hearing so many applications is because it was out of
sync. What we have been doing is
trying to get us back into sync
with the marketplace and what
our Master Plan says we want,”
Ms. Feder said.
Mr. Krause also had a comment
on the conservation center. “The
conservation center has been very
vulnerable,” Mr. Krause said, referencing a failed attempt by a
developer to develop the site in
the 1970s.
During the board’s last discussion two weeks ago, board member Dan Aschenbach said the conservation center should be protected. He said there was discussion by a previous township committee to do so, but it never came
to fruition.
The planning board’s next meeting will be a re-organization meeting on Wednesday, January 7, at
7:30 p.m.

Garwood Library Collecting
Pet Food For Local Shelters
GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library is collecting pet
food during the holiday season
for cats and dogs available for
adoption who are being cared for
by volunteers at local animal shelters. These shelters rely on donations from the public to provide food and comfort for the
pets in their care.
To alleviate some of the cost of
caring for these often forgotten
animals, the library is collecting
canned, boxed and bagged pet
foods to be distributed locally to
animal rescue facilities. This holiday-season food collection will
be held during the entire month
of December and will end on

Monday, January 5, 2015.
Pet food donations may be
dropped off at the Garwood Public Library during business hours.
The library is located at the corner of Walnut Street and Third
Avenue, behind the Lincoln
School complex. It is open from
9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday through
Thursday, and 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. on Fridays. The library also
is open on Saturdays from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m.
Individuals are asked not to
place their donations in the
library’s outside book drop. For
more information, call the library
at (908) 789-1670 or e-mail
garwoodlibrary@gmail.com.

ADVENT CELEBRATION...The Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford invites
members of the community to attend its Advent Evensong service this Sunday,
December 14, at 6 p.m. Held in celebration of Advent, a season of anticipation and
the start of the Christian liturgical year, this service will feature the Trinity
Choir and the Trinity Bell Choir. Pictured is last year’s holiday service.

Advent Evensong to Be Held
Sunday at Trinity Church
CRANFORD — The Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 119 Forest Avenue, Cranford, will hold
an Advent Evensong service this
Sunday, December 14, beginning at 6 p.m.
“Advent is the beginning of the
Christian liturgical year and is a
season of anticipation,” said the
Reverend Gina Walsh-Minor, rector at Trinity Episcopal Church.
“Advent anticipates both the
birth of Christ as Messiah and
also his second coming. Evensong
is the term for the Rite of Evening
Prayer when it is delivered chorally,” she continued.
The service will feature both
the Trinity Choir and the Trinity
Bell Choir under the direction of
Anthony Rafaniello, Trinity Episcopal Church’s music director.
The date of December 14 also
commemorates Saint John of the
Cross, 1540-1591, a Spanish

priest who co-founded the
Discalced Carmelite order. “His
writings on the growth of the soul
are considered to be the height
of Spanish mystical literature,”
Reverend Walsh-Minor noted.
“The music selections for the
service are intended to honor St.
John’s mysticism,” said Mr.
Rafaniello.
Everyone is welcome to attend
this service. For additional information, call (908) 276-4047 or
visit trinitycranford.org/.

GW to Unveil New
Sports Complex Dec. 14

GARWOOD — The borough will
hold a ribbon-cutting ceremony
for the new Garwood Recreation
and Sports Complex, located at
130 Myrtle Avenue, this Sunday,
December 14, at 1:30 p.m.
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