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Letters to the Editor
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

WF’s Tree Preservation Ord. Needs
Updating to Stop Clear Cutting

There’s a loophole as big as a sequoia in Westfield’s
tree preservation ordinance, and everyone seems to
know it, but aren’t doing anything about it. This
practice has been going on for years. Developers buy
a property and cut down the trees, sometimes before
the title even changes hands.

At the last Westfield Planning Board meeting the
board’s hands were tied when a developer, Gialluisi
Homes, removed all the trees from a property that
they intended to subdivide, but they did so legally
before they filed the application. Even though the
plans were drawn in June, showing the trees gone,
and the trees were removed in July, the application
was not filed until August. And until the application
is submitted to the building department, the town has
no control over the trees and no recourse if the
property is clear cut.

When pressed on the issue by neighbors and
planning board members, the developer did submit
a tree replacement plan, which will now be reviewed
by the town’s Tree Preservation Commission.

Over the past few years we’ve heard this story
more than once from neighbors who are under-
standably dismayed when a property is about to be
developed and before the application is filed. All
the trees are removed, but the council and planning
board tell them there’s nothing they can do. Mem-

bers of the planning board were clearly upset over
their inability to do anything to either punish the
developer or force them to replace the trees with a
certain caliper.

Being against cutting down trees is not just an
environmental issue, it’s about not harming our
neighbors by changing drainage patterns and it’s
about keeping Westfield the beautiful town we all
know and love.

This ordinance, according to town officials, has
been on Councilman James Foerst’s Code Review
and Town Property agenda for revision for some
time, but it is past time for the committee to make a
simple change to the ordinance so that it can actually
be enforced. Right now the ordinance only applies if
an application has been filed with the town for
development or razing of the property. The ordi-
nance must be changed to make everyone, including
builders, subject to fines and be forced to replace
trees that they remove. Of course no one wants to get
a permit if they need or want to cut down one tree on
their property, but anyone who wants to take down
three or more trees should be required to get a
permit. The solution is simple – change the ordi-
nance to require a permit for removal of three or
more trees on any property.

Let’s stop the clear cutting.

Giaimis Latest Manager to
Exit Scotch Plains Government

Here we go again. The Merry Go Round, other-
wise known as the office of the Scotch Plains town-
ship manager, is being vacated again as Jerry Giaimis
is being forced out after just a year-and-a-half on the
job. He becomes the fifth manager to leave since 28-
year manager Tom Atkins retired in 2008.

Since than the manager’s job has been filled by
Michael Capabianco, who resigned after an un-
happy six-month tenure and is now the administra-
tor for Little Ferry; Chris Marion, who filled the
post capably for two years, but left to take an
administrator’s position in Old Bridge which is
closer to his home in Monmouth County; and
Henry Underhill, who only survived six months on
the job after some council members said he was
also forced out of the job. And he was followed by
Mr. Giaimis who previously was employed by
Vernon Township.

But the departure of Mr. Giaimis, in our opinion,
should not come as any big surprise as he has not

exactly been a favorite of Mayor Kevin Glover, the
only no vote on the governing body to hire the new
manager last year.

As we previously said on this page, we expect
Mayor Glover and the Democrats, which come New
Year’s Day will have a 4-to-1 majority on the gov-
erning body, to clean house. In addition to Mr.
Giaimis, we expect that most appointed officials
will be replaced from the town attorney to the
municipal judge to the engineer.

Regardless of who is hired, we encourage Mayor
Glover and the council to bring in the best qualified
candidate — someone who can become an asset to
the township from day one. We also believe outside
politics from Union County and state politicos should
be kept out of the search process.

Whoever is hired is likely to survive at least two
years on the job as the next municipal election —
when Mayor Glover and Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella will be on the ballot — is in 2016.

Santa Claus Enjoyed His Visit to
SP - Ho! Ho! Ho! - Merry Christmas
I just wanted to take this opportu-

nity to thank the children of all ages
who came out to see me at the Holi-
day Celebration in Scotch Plains this
past Sunday. It was great to see so
many people come out on a breezy,
but beautiful day. I had a lot of fun
meeting the nearly 300 children and
their families.

I want to thank the many people
who made my visit possible. Thanks
to the Scotch Plains Fire Department,
Department of Public Works, and
Recreation Department for helping
to set up the event and also allowing
it to run smoothly. Thank you to the
Scotch Plains Police Department for
keeping everyone safe. A special
thank you goes to Mayor Kevin
Glover for lighting the beautiful
Christmas tree in Alan Augustine
Park.

Thanks to Joanne Glover, Council-
woman Colleen Gialanella, and
Councilwoman-elect Rose Checchio
for their parts in coordinating the
day’s activities and for their plan-

ning. Thanks especially go to my
elves, Irene Bartels, Kim Nix, and
Sylvia Hicks for adding to the fun,
and to Queen Elsa for joining me for
pictures. A special thank you goes to
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association President Lisa
Mohn of Apple Blossom Flower Shop
for planning the event. Lisa’s tireless
efforts have made the event a high-
light of the holiday season for many
years. Thanks also go to the rest of
the volunteers who helped with face
painting, caricatures and tree deco-
rating, in addition to all the event
sponsors, for helping to make the day
a wonderful success.

I want to wish everyone a happy,
healthy and peaceful holiday season.
Don’t forget my cookies (chocolate
chip or peanut butter) and milk (1
percent please – Mrs. Claus says I
need to lose some weight) on Christ-
mas Eve! And please don’t forget the
carrots for the reindeer.

Santa Claus
North Pole

Remember The Westfield United Fund
During the Holiday Season This Year
The season of giving is here, and

The Westfield United Fund is count-
ing on the support of our community
again this year. Why? Because people
are counting on us! Through our 20
member agencies, we help the se-
niors who are struggling to remain
independent, the young families who
need affordable child care, the
troubled teens looking for guidance
and support, and the handicapped
residents who rely on social services
to function as members of the com-
munity.

After more than 75 years of caring,
the Westfield United Fund is still the

best way to help the most people with
a single donation. That is why I am
proud to say that I support the WUF,
and I hope that your readers will, too.

All of us at the Westfield United
Fund are especially thankful to the
many Westfield residents and busi-
ness owners who have already sup-
ported us in our mission to help the
members of our community who need
care and social services. We wish you
all a joyous holiday season and a
healthy, Happy New Year!

Colleen McDonald Maz
President, WUF Board of Trustees

Freeholders Using Matching Grants to
Towns Hurts Taxpayers, Stop It!

Editor’s Note: The following was
sent to all 21 Union County mayors
and town councils.

*****
To all city mayor & councils:
As a local resident who follows the

Union County government and their
actions, I find many times their ac-
tions are questionable or unwarranted.
The recent granting to the county
towns from the Union County Open
Space Trust Fund (OSTF) is one such
abuse. The latest OSTF grant was set
up as a “matching type” grant. At a
recent county freeholder meeting I
spoke on the concern of having a
grant structure being a matching type
in this financial climate. That it would
force the towns to raise unexpectedly
additional taxes on our residents plac-
ing stress on the 2 percent mandated
budget cap. FYI - the YouTube video
link is here: https://
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=RwjUZT3RLCk

This was just the portion where I
spoke at the podium. (and was video-
taped by the Union County Watch-
dog Association). What needs to be
pointed out is that at the end of the
meeting two freeholders responded
to my concerns (and the entire meet-
ing should probably be televised later
from the county itself):

Freeholder Kowalski said rather
sardonically that she hoped that from
my proposal, “I wasn’t suggesting I
kick the disabled and indigent to the
curb”….picking on the specific topic
of the one resolution which I used as
an example. However, I actually noted

I did not want to get into particulars,
but just discuss the premise of “match-
ing grants.” But any freeholder when
faced with reasonable concerns from
residents will normally twist things
with their own political agenda. She
is certainly possessed with the abu-
sive force we have come to know
from our county government.

Also, Freeholder Bergen noted that
matching grants are a good way of
stretching the tax dollar for good
causes totally missing the point of the
match moneys creating higher taxa-
tions and financial stress on town
budgets.

I will politely call them clueless
knuckleheads who should really not
be in the freeholder position.

Regarding the nearly one million
dollars being given out by the OSTF
to the county towns that now has to be
matched by increasing town taxes by
an extra one million dollars: The lo-
cal governments should pass a con-
certed resolution that either 1) they
demand the OSTF grant money
(which is actually their own constitu-
ents county taxes being returned af-
ter the county gets its vig) be directly
given and will not pay any matching
monies, or 2) the towns will take the
matching moneys out of next year’s
2015 OSTF tax collection.

The towns should get together im-
mediately to make this statement by
resolution. I can be reached for any
questions or direction.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Many Negative Consequences Will
Flow From Body Cameras on Police

President Obama proposes spend-
ing $263 million for 50,000 body
cameras for police officers as if po-
lice officers are not to be trusted.

There is wrong conduct by law
enforcement, but there is innumer-
able right conduct by law enforce-
ment and this should be made abun-
dantly clear by our public leaders!
Law enforcement is doing its job
very well. Violent crimes and prop-
erty crimes are considerably down,
according to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. (“Crime Statistics for
2013 Released”). Our country has
avoided another 9/11.

 Law enforcement has become an
especially tough and dangerous job
in this age of terrorism. But, sadly,
there is insufficient public apprecia-
tion of this central fact.

Many negative consequences will
flow from body cameras on police
officers.

A furtherance of public distrust of
the police officer.

Further erosion of law enforce-
ment morale already suffering from
growing public and governmental
distrust of law enforcement.

An immobilization of the police
officer, fearing that whatever action
he or she takes will be the subject of
some frivolous litigation.

Police officer apprehension that just
one slight mistake might cost the
police officer his or her job or even
promotion!

Invasion of privacy because the
interiors of home, office, and car and
the innocent bystander may be vid-
eotaped.

An expensive bureaucracy to
handle, interpret, store, and retrieve
the vast collections of video.

Misplacement or malfunction of
the body camera to the detriment of
the police officer and/or the suspect.

Misinterpretation of video.
Precedent set for yet other body

camera applications. The teacher?
The physician? The crossing guard?
The soldier? The list is endless.

Not even George Orwell in “Nine-
teen Eighty-Four” could have imag-
ined the day when police officers
would be required to wear body cam-
eras!

We had best support our police
officers rather than fault them as a
whole because of the transgressions
of the few! We need only turn to any
number of countries today to see the
results when there is no effective law
enforcement.

We must keep closely in mind the
Preamble to the United States Con-
stitution declaring that our constitu-
tional government “insure domestic
Tranquility.”

Put another way, under threat are
the very institutions of American law
that are our pride and the envy of the
world! And our protection!

United States Supreme Court Chief
Justice John Marshall said in
McCulloch v. Maryland, 17 U.S. 316
(1816), “We must never forget that it
is a constitution we are expounding.”

Apparently many of are forgetting
that it a legal system that we should
be defending!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Item 2014-12-08 Fanwood – Due to
the forecast of inclement weather, the
Carriage House Poetry Series celebra-
tion of its 16th anniversary, scheduled
for Tuesday evening, December 9, has
been canceled. The series will resume in
February.

Item 2014-12-05 Elizabeth – The
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the County Manager invite
you to the 59th annual Christmas Carol
Sing-a-long Around the rotunda Christ-
mas Tree on Wednesday, December 24,
at 10:30 a.m. The event will be held in the
rotunda of the Union County Courthouse
building, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth.

Item 2014-12-05 Westfield – You’re
cordially invited to Winter Wonderland,
a magical adventure full of creative crafts,
fun games and yummy treats! Saturday,
December 13, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
cafeteria at Westfield High School (enter
through the back lot). Hosted by Westfield
High School’s Key Club to benefit the
UNICEF Eliminate Project. Tickets $12
for children. Perfect for children 3 to 11.

Item 2014-12-05 Plainfield – Share
the joy of the holidays with family and
friends at a special family concert featur-
ing festive music of the season. The
childrens matinee concert of Toys and
Other Magic will be performed by the
New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra
(NJIO) on Sunday, December 14 at 3
p.m. at St. Bernard and St. Stanislaus
Church, 1235 George Street in Plainfield.
The program includes family-friendly
music, a children’s play-along piece, and
post-concert interactive instrument pet-
ting zoo, where kids try out several dif-
ferent musical instruments. Admission is
free. For more information contact Mary
Beth Sweet, (908) 603-7691.

Item 2014-12-04 Scotch Plains – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary is still
collecting food for our Annual Food Drive
thru December 10th. Food will be do-
nated to the Hillside Community Food
Bank. Food can be dropped off the Scotch
Plains YMCA and Newmark School in
Scotch Plains. Please no cellophane bags,
water or baby food.

Item 2014-12-04 Scotch Plains – The
Sixth Annual SPF Leadership Training
Conference to be held February 7, 2015
at SPFHS The Educational Enrichment
Foundation of SPF and the School Dis-
trict will co-sponsor a leadership training
conference for middle school students on
Saturday, Feb. 7th at SPFHS. SPF LTC
100 will train over 130 new student lead-
ers from grades 5 to 8.

Item 2014-12-03 Westfield – The
Westfield Recreation Department will
host its 24th Annual Holiday Concert
featuring the Westfield Community Con-
cert Band and the Edison Intermediate
School Broadway Singers on Wednes-
day, December 17, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. at
Edison Intermediate School in Westfield.
This free public concert culminates the
band’s 102nd anniversary season.

Item 2014-12-02 Cranford – Santa will
make a second appearance in Cranford
on Sat., December 20. His first stop will
be at Centennial Village from 10 a.m. to
noon. He will then return to the gazebo on
the corner of North Union and Spring-
field Avenues from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. for
holiday trolley rides around Cranford.

Item 2014-12-02 Westfield – A com-
bined chorus of The Choral Art Society
of New Jersey and The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield choirs will lead a
Messiah Community Sing in The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield at 3 p.m,
Sunday, December 14, 2014. Audience
members are invited to join in the singing
of choruses, or simply listen. Prepare to
have a grand time. Admission is $10 at
the door. For information call (908) 654-
5737.

Item 2014-11-29 Mountainside – Holy
Trinity Interparochial Schools Drama
Club will present Christmas Eve Chaos,
a light comedy of errors. The main cast
includes students in grades 4 through 6,
with a supporting cast of second- and
third-graders. Tickets are $10 at the door.
Come experience a little holiday may-
hem on Friday, Dec. 12 or Saturday, Dec.
13 at 7:30 p.m. on the Pollard Hall stage
at Our Lady of Lourdes, 300 Central
Ave., Mountainside.

Postings on
goleader.com

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Quaich – A shallow cup or drinking

vessel
2. Laminiferous – Consisting of layers
3. Zoopraxiscope – An early kind of

moving-picture projector
4. Ophiolatry – The worship of snakes

PLEUROSTEON
1. The lateral element of a bird’s ster-

num which joins onto the ribs
2. An extinct marine reptilian animal

having had a long neck, paddlelike limbs
and a length of 15 to 20 feet long

3. An air sac in the lungs of any animal
4. A thin, serous membrane which

covers the inside of the thorax
LIMU

1. Rust-colored
2. Full of life; very lively
3. Hawaiian seaweed
4. A sperm whale

PLIOFILM
1. A plastic coating used to protect

furniture
2. The meniscus or curved upper sur-

face of water
3. A waterproof, transparent rubber

sheeting used for raincoats
4. The protective, transparent mem-

brane surrounding the eyes
URSON

1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Pertaining to the urinary tract
3. The Canada porcupine
4. Of or characteristic of a bear


