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www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands  

and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social 

Worker at no charge

Homewatch CareGivers Professional Staff 
Raising the bar in homecare every day!

(908) 448-2230
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County to Start Program
For Documented Persons

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — In an effort to assist
some 52,000 Union County docu-
mented individuals seeking United
States citizenship, the Freeholder Board
is set to vote tonight to contract with the
New Jersey State AFL-CIO Commu-
nity Services Agency, Inc. to run a
program at the county’s Workforce In-
novation Business (WIB) Center at the
Jersey Gardens Mall in Elizabeth.

“The only individuals we can help
with this program are documented in-
dividuals,” said William Reyes, direc-
tor of the Department of Economic
Development.

Mr. Reyes said, “many individuals
take advantage of documented indi-
viduals who are ready for citizenship,
making them pay an exorbitant amount
of money.” He said he felt the county
could help documented persons through
the citizenship process at the WIB Cen-
ter at “low cost or no cost” other than
the application fee.

In addition, he said the center offers
programs such as English As A Second
Language and computer training that
documented individuals could take
advantage of. He said the $300,000
cost of the program would be chan-

neled through the economic develop-
ment department, which would appro-
priate the funds for salaries, rent and
the cost of setting up the office. He said
the program would have four employ-
ees, including a director who would be
from the economic development de-
partment, with the other three workers
employed by the AFL-CIO. Mr. Reyes
said salaries would account for about
$100,000 of the total funding.

When asked by Freeholder Vice-
Chairman Mohamed Jalloh, serving as
chairman in place of Freeholder Chair-
man Chris Hudak, who was absent, Mr.
Reyes said he anticipates the program,
which should be up and running by
March, to assist 300 individuals in its
first year.

Also on the agenda was a one-year
renewal of an agreement at a cost of
$2.57 million with the New Jersey
Counties Excess Joint Insurance Fund
to administer and provide excess insur-
ance for liability, property damage,
motor vehicles, public officials liabil-
ity/employment practices liability, and
workers compensation.

Upon questioning from Freeholder
Al Mirabella, Norman Albert, director
of administrative services, said the re-
newal is $110,000 over what the county
paid this year. He said the county paid
$2.2 million to the Joint Insurance Fund
in 2013 and $2.46 million in 2014.

“The program that we joined is grow-
ing and it’s beneficial (to the county),”
Mr. Albert said.

Also considered by the board was a
six-month contract renewal for
$880,000 with Education and Health
Centers of America, Inc. for inmate
substance-abuse treatment and residen-
tial correctional facility services at the
county jail. Brian Riordan, director of
corrections, said the county has used
the company since 2001. He said the
service is geared for inmates at the
county jail who will soon be released
from jail and could benefit from sub-
stance-abuse and life-skills training
offered from the program.

In addition, the county is entering
into a one-year contract with Commu-
nity Access Unlimited to provide an-
ger-management training for inmates
at the jail at a cost of $30,000. Mr.
Riordan said 138 inmates participated
in the program in 2014.

CF Planning Board OK’s
Land Development Ord.
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Kindergarten
the meeting, told the board the school
district is not following the law when it
comes to how it evaluates students to be
accepted into the district’s gifted and
talented program, called The Pathways
to Excellence Program (P2E).

His daughter, a fifth grader, has been
denied acceptance into the program,
after last year her teacher recommended
the student to the program, but the child
did not meet the test score of 99 re-
quired on an IQ test. She scored a 95.

Mr. Keogh said a state statute re-
quires multiple measures in evaluating
a student for a gifted and talented pro-
gram. A single IQ test is against the
state statute, he said.

His daughter has a 99 average in her
grades, and had a perfect math score
and a score of 237 in Language Arts on
the NJASK. He said the district re-
quires a student to have a “270 split”
between the two subjects. He said his
daughter “outpaced the other two” peers
currently in the P2E program. He asked
the board to consider evaluating her
NJASK score against those two stu-
dents as criteria in her acceptance to the
program.

“My daughter wants to be in this
program and that is why we are here,”
Mr. Keogh said.

The Keoghs inquired about getting
their daughter into the program again
this year and they were told she had to
take another form of an IQ test.

The Keoghs moved to Cranford with
their four children over a year ago. At
her previous school, their daughter was
accepted into the gifted and talented
program.

Resident Nicole Lachenauer asked
the BOE its progress in including a
keyboard instruction class at the Hill-
side Avenue School. She said she and
other concerned parents have been ask-
ing for a long time to have a class be a
part of the daily instruction or offered
as an after-school class. She said her
daughter and other students are not
ready for high school or college be-
cause they do not know how to type
fluently.

This lack of keyboard skills also
plays a part in a new state test, where
students will need to use a keyboard,
Mr. Caulfield said. The inclusion of a
program is in the review stages, he
stated.

The board voted, 6-1-1, to approve a
physical education and health policy.
Board member Trevor Shaw voted
against the policy. He said he did not
agree with the wording of the policy,
stating that a student involved in a
school sport would need a written note
from a coach. He said students who are
actively playing a sport during the
marking period should automatically
be excused from gym.

Board member Camille Widdows
abstained, saying she understood Mr.
Shaw’s opinion as well as those who
favored the policy. Board member
JoAnne Boyle voted yes, she said, in
light that the policy will be further
reviewed. She said there are flaws to
the policy, stating she believes students
excused from gym should be taking a
class rather than a study period, and
that a dance class should be counted as
a student’s gym time.

At the start of the meeting, Art
Brownlee, a freshman music student at
Lincoln School, played the trumpet for
the BOE. A winter concert is scheduled
for Thursday, December 18, at 11:15
a.m., at Lincoln School.

The board of education will meet
next on Monday, January 5, 2015, at 8
p.m., for its reorganization meeting.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The planning board
voted, 9 to 0, last Wednesday that the
township’s new land development or-
dinance is substantially consistent with
the Master Plan.

The board met with Zoning Officer
Bob Hudak for a final review of the
proposed ordinance amending and
supplementing the land development
ordinance. The township committee
had introduced the ordinance and will
have a final reading on Tuesday, De-
cember 16.

After previous review and discus-
sion, the board decided that any items
within the land development ordinance
the board wished to have the township
committee tackle in 2015 would be
contained in a letter attached to the
board’s recommendation to approve
the ordinance.

In regards to the flood zone in the
new ordinance, Board Chairwoman
Lynda Feder said, “I think it gives the
land use boards a little bit more lever-
age in the flood zone.”

“It really delineates it better,” Mr.
Hudak said.

The new ordinance takes into con-
sideration public safety when develop-
ing in the flood zone, Ms. Feder said.
“That is a good thing,” she noted.

During the public portion of the
meeting, resident Frank Krause brought
up his issue with the North Avenue
West corridor from the movie theater to
Lincoln Avenue. He has concerns with
how the board of adjustment has ap-
proved applications for the two new
banks — Investors Savings Bank, to be
built next to the Rustic Mill Diner, and
Two River Community Bank, at the
corner of Lincoln and North Avenues.
He believes the front-yard setbacks are
too shallow and that there is a public
safety issue with ingress and egress of
traffic to the banks. He had previously
addressed the township committee on
these issues.

“As you go from the Cranford the-

ater you can see the attractive 25-foot
setback…landscaping and a residen-
tial look on both sides of the street.
Now you won’t see that when Investors
Savings Bank is built,” Mr. Krause
said.

The front setbacks are five feet, which
Mr. Hudak said is allowable in the
downtown business zone.

Mr. Krause said he would like the
planning board to “guard against” what
he feels is a negative impact to the site
lines of the corridor and public safety.

Board Attorney Nicholas Giuditta
said the planning board has no author-
ity to reverse decisions of the zoning
board.

“The reason why the zoning board
was hearing so many applications is
because it was out of sync. What we
have been doing is trying to get us back
into sync with the marketplace and
what our Master Plan says we want,”
Ms. Feder said.

Mr. Krause also had a comment on
the conservation center. “The conser-
vation center has been very vulner-
able,” Mr. Krause said, referencing a
failed attempt by a developer to de-
velop the site in the 1970s.

During the board’s last discussion
two weeks ago, board member Dan
Aschenbach said the conservation cen-
ter should be protected. He said there
was discussion by a previous township
committee to do so, but it never came to
fruition.

The planning board’s next meeting
will be a re-organization meeting on
Wednesday, January 7, at 7:30 p.m.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FESTIVE LOOK… The historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield House was all deco-
rated for this past weekend’s Holiday Craft and Gift Boutique, sponsored by the
Mountainside Historic Committee.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A SUPER SUNDAY… Super Sunday, the annual fund-raising phonathon and
day of community building in support of the United Jewish Appeal Campaign of
Greater MetroWest NJ (UJA), was held at the Scotch Plains JCC. Local
politicians helping out on the phone banks  included, from left to right, Assem-
blywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit), Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield),  Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) and Union County
Freeholders Bruce Bergen and Al Mirabelli.

Report Questions Actions in
Darby Road Permit Process

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — An indepen-
dent report criticizes the township
building department and its head, Rob-
ert LaCosta, for how the permitting
process was handled for the Darby
Road restaurant when it held its three-
day St. Patrick’s Day celebration last
March.

Since opening in October 2012, the
Park Avenue pub has held several large
multi-day events — most recently the
weekend of Oktoberfest two months
ago and the two-week World Cup
viewing parties in June — that have
drawn crowds to the downtown busi-
ness district and also resulted in com-
plaints about noise from a homeowner
who lives behind the restaurant. Two
days before its St. Patrick’s Day week-
end event last March, Darby Road’s
owners were told by township offi-
cials that additional permits were
needed in connection with a large tent
that was set up for patrons. One needed
permit was a special use permit that
had to be issued by the township coun-
cil, which was not set to meet in the
days before the event.

The report stated that “municipal
officials tacitly advised the restaurant
owners that the event could proceed,
but then heavily fined Darby Road for
proceeding.” The report added that,
“because of the actions of the building
department, the most important in-
spection necessary to protect the health
and welfare of attendees” — the fire
inspection — was never done. The
restaurant’s owners, dismayed at the
township’s actions, contacted munici-
pal officials about their treatment and
also expressed concern that there may
have been political interference in the
process.

The 20-page report, authored by
attorney Richard Cushing of the
Gebhardt & Kiefer law firm in Clinton
and undertaken at the behest of Town-
ship Manager Jerry Giaimis, concludes
that Darby Road’s complaints about
its treatment this year “seem to be well
justified.” The report said the town-
ship had put up “unannounced road-
blocks” and then had fined Darby
Road an initial $8,000 “for doing the
same thing it had done the year be-
fore” when it held a St. Patrick’s Day
event with no problems involving per-
mits.

Mr. Cushing’s report sets out two
explanations for what occurred, one
being “a highhanded lack of concern
for local businesses by the building
department,” and the second, “a much
more troubling one,” according to the
report, “an intentional effort to punish
a local business for political ends.”
The report states that Mr. LaCosta’s
failure to notify Darby Road of the
need for various permits “was done
purposefully,” perhaps to placate the
resident who had complained about
noise from Darby Road events.

Mr. LaCosta declined to speak to
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
but his attorney at the Schiller &
Pittinger law firm provided a state-
ment to the newspaper saying that,
“the management of Scotch Plains by
its council and manager has been dys-
functional for several years. This in-
vestigation was the result of that dys-
function.”

The statement also claimed that,
“clearly, the investigation was under-
taken to attempt to demonstrate that a
certain council member conspired with
the owner of an Irish pub in Fanwood
to attempt to stop the St. Patrick’s Day
event by Darby Road in Scotch Plains.”

In his report, Mr. Cushing — who
interviewed several township officials
including Mr. LaCosta, Mr. Giaimis,
Darby Road owner Joseph Mortarulo,
Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis and Police
Chief Brian Mahoney — details testi-
mony from Mr. Mahoney about a con-
versation he had in March with Brian

Walters, the owner of Oh Brian’s Pour
House in Fanwood, which had held a
St. Patrick’s Day event a week prior to
the Darby Road event. Prior to Darby
Road being cited for permit viola-
tions, Mr. Walters told Mr. Mahoney
that Mayor Kevin Glover had told him
that the special use permit was being
withheld intentionally so as to cause
problems for Darby Road.

Calling Mr. Walters’ statements “ex-
tremely troublesome,” if true, the re-
port questioned how the mayor learned
of the intent to withhold permits. Un-
der Scotch Plains’ form of govern-
ment, “the mayor is not supposed to
be communicating directly with sub-
ordinate officials, but is required to go
through the manager,” the report stated,
adding that if the mayor and Mr.
LaCosta were in contact about with-
holding permits, “this is a serious
breach of municipal protocol and raises
significant questions as to government
operations in Scotch Plains.”

The report also takes note of a text
message from the mayor to Mr. Walters
congratulating him on the Pour House
event and adding, in reference to the
upcoming Darby Road event, “You
won’t catch me dead there!” Chief
Mahoney also was one of the recipi-
ents of the text message chain be-
tween the Pour House and the mayor.
When Mr. Mahoney asked Mr. Walters
about the mayor’s comments, Mr.
Walters explained that he had a con-
versation with Mayor Glover, who
told Mr. Walters that Darby Road “was
going to get into trouble; they do not
have proper permits and the mayor
had made sure they did not have them
in time” for their event, according to
the report.

When asked about it this week, the
mayor told The Times the text message
is not on his phone and he had no
recollection of having sent such a mes-
sage. He also described the report in
general as a “witch hunt” and a “smear
effort.” He accused Mr. Giaimis of
trying to “harm” Mr. LaCosta. “But it
failed,” the mayor said, adding, “I
never influenced someone to break
the rules.”

Mr. Giaimis, the outgoing township
manager, told The Times that he was
“troubled, but not entirely surprised”
by the report’s findings. “From the
outset, this entire episode and the man-
ner in which this situation was handled
appeared to be disturbing. The
investigator’s report confirms that.”
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SP Manager
Several names have surfaced on

Internet message boards and else-
where about potential successors to
Mr. Giaimis, but the mayor said the
2015 council — with a 4-to-1 Demo-
cratic majority — will undertake a
recruitment process similar to ones
conducted in the past. He also said he
did not expect any potential candi-
dates to think twice despite the recent
turnover in the manager’s office.

Councilman Llewellyn Jones,
who will be the sole Republican on
next year’s council after his re-elec-
tion last month, disagreed, saying
that “there is something very wrong
in Scotch Plains that we are going
on our sixth manager in as many
years.” Unlike the mayor, he ex-
pressed concern that potential can-
didates would avoid applying “be-
cause of the turnover.” He defended
Mr. Giaimis’ separation agreement,
saying it “allows for a clean depar-
ture. Most of the severance pay is a
statutory requirement that is being
incurred because the Democrats
want to change managers. The ad-
ditional amount provides for an
agreement that protects the taxpay-
ers by ensuring a departure that
isn’t contentious.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GW Council
cide the driveway issue another time.

In other matters, Finance Commit-
tee Chairwoman Sara Todisco put forth
the panel’s suggestion to update the
ordinance that regulates school cross-
ing guards. She noted the guards’ pay
was based on a four-and-a-half-hour
day for working morning, lunch and
afternoon shifts, but the lunch break is
no longer required, so the guards actu-
ally work a two-and-a-half-hour day.

The Finance Committee’s recom-
mendation is to keep the existing guards
under the old terms, paid at $13.25 an
hour, but to phase out those terms
through attrition. New guards would
be paid $17.50 per hour based on a two-
and-a-half-hour day. Alternates would
be paid $17 per hour.

The recommendation would save
Garwood $3,133 per year for every
new hire, Ms. Todisco said.

Councilman Jim Mathieu expressed
concern about continuing the current
status with regard to unemployment
compensation. He said the borough is
essentially falsely reporting to state
authorities that the guards regularly
work four-and-a-half hours when they
actually work only two-and-a-half.

After a discussion with Borough
Attorney Bob Renaud, Ms. Todisco
agreed to ask borough Chief Financial
Officer Sandy Bruns on how to pro-
ceed with that issue.

Also on Tuesday, the council, by a 5-
to-0 vote with Mr. Mathieu abstaining,
further detailed an October 28 decision
by increasing Ms. Ariemma’s base sal-
ary to $95,369 for 2014. The vote, in
essence, settles the lawsuit Ms.
Ariemma filed in 2012 over what she
claimed was wrongful denial of a raise.

The October 28 decision approved
$75,000, $46,000 in attorney’s fees
and $29,000, in a lump sum payment to
Ms. Ariemma in addition to raising her
salary.

In other matters, the council voted to
eliminate the stipend for employees
who waive health-insurance coverage
benefits.

The stipend, 25 percent of the pre-
mium the borough paid, was recom-
mended by state officials as a way to
encourage employees to decline health
insurance and reduce costs. But since
many of those who opted out did so
because employees were required to
pay toward the insurance and/or it was
cheaper to obtain coverage through
their spouse, the stipend is no longer
necessary.
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WF BOE
January 6, 2015, at the administra-
tion building, located at 302 Elm
Street. At that time, re-elected board
member Mark Friedman and newly-
elected members Peggy Oster and
Chris Langhart will be sworn in.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HOLY SEASON…. A group from St. Helen’s Church in Westfield set up the
Nativity scene on Saturday in front of the northside train station parking lot.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
RESIDENT’S CONCERNS… Cranford Resident Frank Krause addresses the
township’s planning board last Wednesday about his concerns with how the
Board of Adjustment has approved applications for the two new banks, Investors
Savings Bank to be built next to the Rustic Mill Diner and Two Rivers Bank on
the corner of Lincoln and North Avenues. He believes the front yard setbacks are
too shallow and that there is a public safety issue with ingress and egress of traffic
to the banks.


