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Saturday 
December 6, 2014 at 7pm                                 
The Presbyterian Church 
in Westfield

For tickets and information go to
www.NJFestivalOrchestra.org 

 or call 
908 232 9400

HOME 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

A family festival of symphonic pops & wintertime 
favorites guaranteed to make the season merry.

Westfield’s Mia Pafumi comes Home for
The Holidays With NJ Festival Orchestra

IN HARMONY...The Chansonettes of Westfield are getting ready for their Holiday Harmony winter concert tour. The all
women's singing group will perform their holiday concert series over the next few weeks at Chelsea Fanwood, Sunrise of
Westfield, Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, The Springfield Presbyterian Church and Runnells Specialized Hospital.
The Chansonettes, in existence for over 60 years, performs a holiday concert series in December and a spring concert series
in May of each year. The women rehearse once a week on Wednesday nights at the Presbyterian Church on Mountain
Avenuein Westfield, under the direction of Jean Schork and accompanied by Mel Freda.  Anyone needing more information
regarding joining the group or booking a future concert may call co-president Amy Herrington at (908) 317-5910.

Mia Pafumi

WESTFIELD – Soprano Mia
Pafumi will be back in Westfield to
join Maestro David Wroe and New
Jersey Festival Orchestra (NJFO)
on Saturday, December 6 to present
“Home for the Holidays”, a family
festival of traditional and contem-
porary songs and music, sing-alongs
and more guaranteed to make the
season merry.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, Ms. Pafumi will partner with
NJFO to perform both popular holi-
day favorites and winter curiosities.
Many will remember her from her
starring roles in Westfield High
School theater productions. Now she
is a fully professional soprano shar-
ing her vocal talents far and wide.

Ms. Pafumi recently began her
professional career as an Appren-
tice Artist for the Sarasota Opera’s
Winter Festival season, which in-
cluded Verdi’s Il  Trovatore,
Jersualem and Wagner’s Der
Fliegende Holländer in Sarasota,
Florida. Just this spring she took
second place in the Violetta DuPont
International Vocal Competition and
received a grant from the Giulio
Gari Foundation’s 2014 Interna-
tional Vocal Competition. She then
performed throughout the summer
with Josh Greene and Carol Yahr’s
New York Summer Opera. A recent
graduate from Montclair State
University’s Cali School of Music,

Mia also studied at the Giuseppe
Verdi Conservatorio di Musica di
Milano in Milan, Italy.

“We are thrilled that Mia is com-
ing back to Westfield to join us for
Home for the Holidays.” said Mae-
stro Wroe. “Our program will bring
the entire community together to
celebrate this unique time of the

year and
Mia, who
many lo-
cal people
a l r e a d y
know and
love, is an
i n s p i r a -
tion to us
all.  Be
sure to
watch out
for this

rising young star in 2015.”
Other guest performers include

over forty students from Westfield’s
Wilson Elementary School who will
add their voices to the favorites on
the program including America the
Beautiful, Leroy Anderson’s A

Christmas Festival and the rousing
finale presentation from It’s a Won-
derful Life.

This seasonal stroll of timeless
classics and sentimental holiday fa-
vorites, sure to bring joy, smiles,
and distinctive memories to one and
all, has been made possible in part
by a Union County Heart (History,
Education and Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) Grant and generous support
from The Westfield Foundation.

The concert takes place at 7 p.m.
at the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. Tickets prices range from
$26 to $75 for adults and there is a
special discount price of only $13
for students K-12 making this event
a perfect start to the holiday season
for the whole family.

Tickets are available on line at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
may also be purchased by calling
(908) 232-9400 or visiting the office
at 224 E. Broad Street, Westfield.
Patrons are advised to avoid box
office charges by purchasing tickets
on line, it’s simple, secure, and pos-
sible to select seats and print tickets.

FW Poetry Series to Feature
Readings by Vogel and Weil
FANWOOD – The Carriage House

Poetry Series will celebrate its 16th
anniversary on Tuesday, December 9
with a reading by husband and wife
poets Emily Vogel and Joe Weil. Part
of the celebration will include a first
birthday “party” for Joe and Emily’s
son, Gabriel. The free performance
will begin promptly at 8 p.m. in the
Patricia Kuran Arts Center on Watson
Road, off North Martine Avenue, ad-
jacent to Fanwood Borough Hall
(GPS use 75 N. Martine Avenue).

Ms. Vogel’s poetry has been pub-
lished in numerous journals, includ-
ing Tiferet, Lyrelyre, Maggy, Lips,
The San Pedro River Review, The
Paterson Literary Review, The
Comstock Review, and The Journal
of New Jersey Poets. She has pub-
lished five chapbooks and has col-
laborated with her husband on a book
of poetry, “West of Home”, which
was published by Blast Press. Ms.
Vogel is the poetry editor of the online
journal Ragazine, and teaches writ-
ing at SUNY Oneonta and Hartwick
College.

Mr. Weil is an assistant professor at
Binghamton University where he
teaches poetry and fiction at both the

graduate and undergraduate levels.
He is the author of four full-length
volumes of poems and was featured
on the PBS special “Fooling with
Words” with Bill Moyers. A noted
performer, Mr. Weil has presented
both poetry and music at the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center, the
Knitting Factory, the Detroit Opera
House, the Walt Whitman Cultural
Arts Center, Poets’ House, the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, and the
Geraldine R. Dodge poetry festivals.

Joe and Emily live in Binghamton,
NY with their children, Clare and
Gabriel.

The Carriage House Poetry Series
is currently completing its sixteenth
year at the Kuran Arts Center, an
historic Gothic Revival structure that
was once a 19th century carriage
house, hence the name of the series.
The Tuesday, December 9 reading is
free and open to the public. An open
mic will follow the featured perfor-
mance.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information,
visit http://
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

Sean Altman and the GrooveBarbers
To Perform Family Show in Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
off its 15th season by presenting a
special afternoon family-friendly
acapella  holiday concert  featuring
the founder of Rockapella, Sean
Altman and the fabulous
GrooveBarbers. The concert will take
place Sunday, December 14 at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, 1 East Broad Street (cor-
ner of North Avenue) in Westfield.
Doors will open at 2:15 p.m. and the
concert begins at 3 p.m.

Admission is $18 online and $23 at
the door for adults and $12 online and
$17 at the door for teens ages 13 to
18. Children 12 and under are free.
This concert will benefit The Keith
Knost Special Needs Fund.  Tickets
can be purchased online in advance
by going to
seanaltman.eventbrite.com

Each member of the GrooveBarbers
quartet is a bona fide star in his own
right: Sean Altman, Charlie Evett and
Steve Keyes are former members of
the pioneering contemporary a
cappella group Rockapella, and Kevin
Weist, a Westfield resident, is a re-
nowned bald vocal guru. Collectively
they have established themselves as
the "go to" vocal group for rock, doo-
wop, jazz and even barbershop. The
GrooveBarbers were featured in not
one but two national TV commercials

as The Astelins, the deliriously suave
vocal group that offers Astelin nasal
spray to seasonal allergy sufferers.

Sean Altman is considered "the fa-
ther of the modern a cappella." He is
the only three-time winner of the
Contemporary A Cappella Society's
Best Original Song award, and has
also won the Best Male Vocalist prize.
For eleven years, he was a lead singer,
arranger and composer for the pio-
neering group Rockapella, with whom
he released nine CDs.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series supports the following
charities: Homefirst (Plainfield),
Habitat for Humanity (Plainfield), the
Community Food Bank of NJ (Hill-
side) and the Keith Knost Special
Needs Fund (Mountainside). Each
beneficiary has two concerts dedi-
cated to it during the season.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series is sponsored by Golden
Age Fretted Instruments at 309 South
Avenue West in Westfield and Ahrre’s
Coffee Roastery at 104 Elm Street
also in Westfield. The series is further
supported by a generous grant from
the Westfield Service League, and a
few other private donations.

For more information about the
Coffee With Conscience Concert Se-
ries, the upcoming performance, or
ways in which to get involved with
the series visit

www.coffeewithconscience.org. You
can also call the Concert Hotline at
(908) 412-9105 or send an e-mail to
ahrre@ahrre.com or
info@goldenageguitars.com. Volun-
teers are always appreciated.

Crescent Singers to Perform
Yuletide by Candlelight

PLAINFIELD – The Crescent Sing-
ers present the forty-second annual
Yuletide by Candelight on Sunday,
December 14 at 5 p.m. at the historic
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church,
716 Watchung Ave., Plainfield. Artis-
tic Director F. Allen Artz, III, will
conduct the choir in a free concert
entitled What Sweeter Music to cel-
ebrate the wonder of Jesus’ birth.  The
sanctuary will glow with the light of
many candles, the wreaths will adorn
our gothic pillars, and the Crescent
Singers will surround you with beauti-
ful Christmas music of every age.

From deep in the chancel you will
hear the pronouncement of the coming
miracle, “Salvation Is Created.”  Hand
bells will bring the singers to the back
of the church while they sing of the
prophecy fulfilled: “Hodie Christus
Natus Est!”  Then you will be invited
to join in the full processional hymn

“O Come All Ye Faithful!” as the sing-
ers return to the front of the church
with a joyous descant.  We will con-
tinue with songs from the Renaissance
to modern times, some peaceful and
reflective, some boisterous and jolly.
And you will join us in carol medleys,
so bring your best voice to share. No
tickets are required for this concert
since it is a free musical gift to the
community.

General admission is free. For more
informationabout this and upcoming
concerts call (908) 756-2468 or visit
www.crescentconcerts.org

Funding for the Crescent Singers
has been made possible in part by the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, a partner agency
of the National Endowment of the
Arts, through a grant administered by
the Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

ON E - S T O P

NON S TO P
health
care

Every part of your body works in unison with amazing efficiency. Shouldn’t your 
healthcare provider work the same way? At RWJ Rahway, our newly renovated 
Center for Ambulatory Medicine centralizes our outpatient diagnostic imaging, 

labs, emergency department and more for one-stop health, nonstop care. 

IT’S HEALTHCARE AS IT SHOULD BE – COORDINATED  
AND INTEGRATED. JUST LIKE YOU.

865 Stone St. � Rahway, NJ � 732.499.6299 � RWJUHR.com

NOW ACCEPTING Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey

Radiology � MRI � Blood Work � Mammography � Wound Care 
Diabetes Care � Weight Management � PET/CT Scan � Stress Testing

Need a Physician? Call 1.888.MD.RWJUH


