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Blue Devils Clip Cardinals in 6-0, OT ‘Slop Bowl’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin (December 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PULLING OFF A TRICK PLAY…Cougar wide receiver Eric Gargiulo, No. 32, completes a 39-yard pass play from running
back Chris Witwick, who took a pitchout from quarterback Reggie Green. The Cougars swamped Parsippany Hills, 27-0.
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Cougars Level Par. Hills, 27-0,
For Sectional Football Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense wins titles, and that is ex-
actly what happened when the
Cranford High School football team

did in a 27-0 shutout of favored
Parsippany Hills to seize its first ever
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
championship at Kean University in
Union on December 3 (2011).
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Westfield...This spectacular 5 Bedroom, 5 1/2 Bath Colonial has a beautiful Eat in Kitchen with custom cabinetry
& granite counters make cooking holiday dinners a breeze!  The expansive 2 story Great Room has a fireplace and
floor to ceiling windows that add to the dramatic flare of this breathtaking room. The Master Bedroom & Master
Bath have fireplaces and a huge 13 x 13 walk in closet making it a tranquil escape from the hustle and bustle of this
busy time of year! It’s an exceptional home! List Price: $1,795,000.

Scotch Plains...This house is truly one of a kind!  Built in 2004 this impeccably maintained 5 Bedroom, 5 1/2 Bath
Center Hall Colonial is situated on .65 of an acre on a quiet cul-de-sac.  The first floor boasts 9 foot ceilings, an expansive
Eat in Kitchen & a Family Room with gas fireplace & Bose surround sound. There are Laundry Rooms located on both the
first & second floors. The basement is an athlete’s dream! It’s an amazing sports center that contains an Exercise Room, an
"Endless Pool" and a “Ninja Training Court”. You have to see it to believe it! Listing Price: $1,195,000.

Westfield...This luxury townhome on Carleton Rd is just the solution for the executive commuter who is seeking a large
brand new residence with a quick commute to Manhattan.  Unit B is already Under Contract but there is still time to
choose your custom kitchen cabinetry and granite counters for Unit A!  It offers 3-4 Bedrooms and 4 1/2 Baths throughout
4 finished floors of living space.  Conveniently located to nearby Downtown Westfield and train station.  Visit my website,
NJTopHomes.com, to view the online floor plan, additional photos and more information. Offered at $789,000.

Scotch Plains...This mint condition townhome is located in Southwyck.  It boasts 2 large bedrooms with generous
closet space and 2.5 baths.  A stately master bedroom includes a third floor loft with skylight.  It has a family room
with Fireplace. Some additional features of this home are updated interior doors, an oak bannister, gas furnace
(2004), CAC compressor (2004), updated electrical service (2013), recess lighting in Living Room, Kitchen and
Family Room and a paver patio. Offered at $282,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, December 7th  1-4pm • 515 Carleton Road

The Cougars’ veteran defense re-
lentlessly pressured and forced the
hand of Viking quarterback Tyler
Simms, known for his passing accu-
racy, and recorded three intercep-
tions, six sacks, a fumble recovery
and numerous bat downs or tipped
passes. Simms completed only 13 of
31 passes, and the Vikings’ running
game was held to negative yardage.

In the meantime, Cougar quarter-
back Reggie Green engineered pri-
marily a running game that netted
259 yards and four touchdowns (TD).
He completed three of four passes for
21 yards, and pitched out to running
back Chris Witwick who threw a 39-
yard strike to wide receiver Eric
Gargiulo.

Green rushed 102 yards on 17 car-
ries, which included TD runs of 41
yards and two yards. Fullback JP
Christiano had 10 carries for 85 yards,
including a two-yard TD bash, and a
five-yard reception. Witwick, who
had a 12-yard reception, carried 10
times for 46 yards, and Adham
McGuire had six carries for 26 yards,
including a 15-yard TD. Ryan Bryson
had a four-yard reception.

In the overtime, the Blue Devils
got possession first on the 25-yard
line. After Curry’s two-yard gain,
Kelly hooked left for eight yards and
a first down at the 15. Curry bashed
four straight times to get a first down
at the five then he dove head first into
the previously untouched snow and
mud for his five-yard touchdown.

Phillips ran three times to give
Plainfield a first down at the 15, but
after DJ Kennedy was thrown for a
nine-yard loss, Phillips was forced to
pass and came up with nothing on
three throws. One was nearly picked
off by Sid Douglas and another was
tipped by Simcox.

Despite all the immobility of both
teams, the showdown turned out to be
a memorable experience for players
and fans alike.

“This was absolutely just a great
defensive battle. I thank all the play-
ers on defense for making this a
memorable last game, because they
kept us in it. Our offense didn’t play
too well, but our defense kept us in it.
That’s been our team the whole sea-
son,” Co-captain/fullback Nick
Buontempo said.

Co-captain/defensive lineman Harry
“Big Cat” Williamson said, “This feels

amazing. Just like I told you last time,
we had a really great week of practice.
We were fully prepared for this game.
Whatever this thing is, snow, ‘mud
bowl’ mess, we were ready. It feels
really great playing with these guys,
‘Blue Steel’ all the way.”

Co-captain/offensive lineman Nick
Costa added, “I never played in a
game like this in my life. You couldn’t
see the numbers, but that’s what the
‘O’ line is, put in the trenches, hit
whoever is in front of you. You can’t
even take a step without slipping, so
it was awesome to win at the end. We
had a couple of chances, but we kept
throwing them away. Finally when it

mattered, we scored.”
“I am cold. I need a shower and

when I get home, I am going to eat
some food. Something that is more

important, I have been playing
Westfield football for 10 years with
these guys almost every single year.
This is the greatest 10 years I have
ever spent. I wouldn’t trade these 10
years for the world. I have learned so
much from Westfield football off the
field, as well as on the field. I couldn’t
thank all my captains, all my seniors
enough and all my coaches that I’ve
had up to now enough,” Co-captain
Jackson Simcox said.

“It was tough to play, but it came
down to who wants it more. Football
is always about pounding the foot-
ball. We just pounded it enough one
more time to get it into the end zone.

It’s great. We finished 7-4. I think we
got the program back to where we
wanted it to be,” Buontempo said.

“We played in a game like this
against Linden four years ago (2011).
That was on turf, but this is crazy, a
total equalizer in terms of what we
could and couldn’t do. For our se-
niors, this is something that they will
never forget. You end with a win, but
it’s special that you played in a quag-
mire like this,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Jim DeSarno said.
Westfield 0 0 0 0 6 6
Plainfield 0 0 0 0 0 0

Blast from 2011 – Can Cranford Repeat?
More photos goleader

Ballyhoo Sports

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

BOARD OF EDUCATION

The regular meeting of the Mountainside
Board of Education originally scheduled
for Tuesday, December 16, 2014, has been
rescheduled for 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
December 17, 2014, at the Beechwood
School Susan O. Collier Media Center
located at 1497 Woodacres Drive,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
1 T - 12/4/14, The Leader Fee: $11.22

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE TOUCHDOWN...Finally, Blue Devil running back Jack Curry plunges face first into the snow, mud and grass that
was on the winning side of the goal line in overtime. Westfield then stopped the Cardinals on their series to win, 6-0.

David B. Corbin (December 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOING ITS JOB…The Cougars’ defense did not give the Parsippany Hills
Vikings a chance en route to a 27-0 shutout.


