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The Catholic Academy that makes a  
difference in your child’s life. 

 
 

 
     21st Century Learning          Middle States Accredited 
     Grades Pre-K through 8      Extended Care Programs 
     Full Day Pre-K and Kindergarten 
     Safe, Faith-filled Environment 
     Class of 2014 earned over 
     $200,000 in high school scholarships 

 

2032 Westfield Avenue     Scotch Plains, NJ  07076 
908.322.4265      www.stbacademy.org 

St. Bartholomew Academy 

                 
   
      
  

  

        

STRIVE     BUILD    ACHIEVE 

Open House 
Sunday, January 25,  1 – 3 PM 

ded Care Programs

ips
i NJ 07076

HTIS Threepeats at Roselle
Catholic Scholastic Olympics

SCHOLASTIC CHAMPS...A team of 17 eighth graders from Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield brought home the title for the third straight
year at Roselle Catholic High School’s 43rd Annual Scholastic Olympics last
month.

GOOD DEEDS...First graders at McKinley Elementary School in Westfield
embraced the Thanksgiving spirit by assembling and decorating boxes of food to
be given to families in need for the holiday. Pictured, from left to right, are: Sam
Judka, Megan Logan, Matthew Lustgarten, Angel Jiminez, Amelia Regan,
Natalie Ardente, Grace Matus and Sarah Akiyama.  The students put together
the four boxes, which each included a turkey, pie, homemade cornbread and a gift
card to ShopRite.

WF St. Paul’s Day School
To Hold Open House Today

Scotch Plains Library Plans
Winter Activities For Teens
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library invites teens
in grades 6 to 12 to participate in
the many fun and festive after-
school activities planned for De-
cember.  From crafts to gaming to
a book club, the library is the place
to be after school.

After organizing their school
work, youth are invited to come
celebrate with the teen librarians
on Monday, December 8, at 6:30
p.m. They will have an opportu-
nity to join in the library’s annual

tradition of making gingerbread
houses. Participants will be able to
drink hot chocolate and listen to
holiday music while decorating
their homes with icing and candy.
Pre-registration is required.

On Tuesday, December 9, at 3:30
p.m., teens are invited to create a
holiday ribbon ornament for their
Christmas tree or window at Teen
Crafternoon. There will be a vari-
ety of materials available to use
including patterned ribbons, col-
orful buttons and sparkly stickers.
Pre-registration is required.

On Thursday, December 11, at 7
p.m., teens will be encouraged to
get into the holiday spirit at the
library’s Teen Book Club. Partici-
pants will discuss “Let It Snow”
by Maureen Johnson, John Green
and Lauren Myracle. The book
follows three different teenagers
as they experience a huge winter
snowstorm in their small town. If
interested in borrowing a copy of
the book, contact the Reference
Desk. Pre-registration is advised.

Those patrons looking for a
greater voice in teen programming
are invited to stop by the library’s
Teen Advisory Board meeting on
Monday, December 15, at 3:30
p.m., to help the staff plan events
for the new year.

Finally, two extra-festive Teen
Scenes will be held on Tuesday,
December 16, and Tuesday, De-
cember 30, at 3:30 p.m.

These teen programs are free and
open to all youth in grades 6 to 12.
Interested persons are encouraged
to register through the library’s
website, scotlib.org, by calling
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or by e-mail ing
library@scotlib.org .

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in
the center of the township.

Children’s Novel Sales
Benefit ALS and Scholarship

WESTFIELD – “Clouds Go Wild,”
a novel for children by longtime
Westfield resident Edmund
Faltermayer, recently celebrated its
10th anniversary.

“Clouds Go Wild” was two de-
cades in the making, with final revi-
sions completed in 2001. The book
was being circulated among Manhat-
tan publishing houses when Mr.
Faltermayer died due to complica-
tions of ALS, also known as Lou
Gehrig’s disease, in January of 2003.

Frances Faltermayer and Charlotte
Faltermayer Dolling, the author’s wife
and daughter, decided to publish
“Clouds Go Wild” themselves to en-
sure control over the novel’s content
and to preserve the author’s voice.
Frances, an art history teacher at the
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison,
illustrated the novel’s cover.

Westfield was the model for the
book’s setting, the fictional town of
Lysander, N.J. Mr. Faltermayer began
writing the novel shortly after the bliz-
zard of 1978, during which 18 inches
of snow hit the Westfield area in a
series of storms. The story’s protago-
nist, snow-obsessed sixth-grader
Roderick Ringley, was inspired by the
author’s son, Steven. When Roderick
thinks he has discovered a secret way
to create blizzards over his home-
town, he must learn hard-won lessons
about unchecked ambition and the
importance of respecting nature.

Readers young and old will recog-
nize Westfield in descriptions of
Lysander’s wide streets and stately
old homes with wrap-around porches.
The author was a member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield and
Echo Lake Country Club. He served
as president of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library board.

Mr. Faltermayer was a journalist
for nearly 50 years. As a reporter for

The Wall Street Journal, he covered
the Defense Department and reported
out of Germany and the former So-
viet Union during the Cold War. Upon
returning to the United States to take
a job with Fortune magazine, he was
appalled by the filth he encountered
in Manhattan compared with the clean
streets and neatly manicured parks of
Europe. He vented his outrage in a
series of articles later published as a
book, “Redoing America,” by Harper
Collins in 1968 to critical acclaim.

At Fortune, Mr. Faltermayer wrote
extensively about the environment,
industrial competitiveness, personal
investing and health-care reform. He
retired from Fortune’s full-time staff
in 1994 and continued as a contribut-
ing editor of the magazine’s Indus-
trial Management & Technology sec-
tion until shortly before he died.

“My father was an esteemed and
accomplished journalist, but this pow-
erful little novel was among his proud-
est achievements,” said his daughter,
Ms. Dolling. “It has been a joy to
watch the story come alive in the imagi-
nation of my son and daughter, who
never got to meet their grandfather.”
The novel, she adds, “entertains with
a lively and cleverly timed plot, beau-
tifully constructed prose that is nim-
bly injected with humor, well-drawn
and indelible characters, and tug-at-
your-heartstrings insight. It makes
winter weather-watching fun.”

“Clouds Go Wild” was Mr.
Faltermayer’s first work of fiction,
with proceeds benefitting ALS re-
search and the Edmund K.
Faltermayer Scholarship Fund main-
tained by the Westfield Foundation.

Copies can be purchased by visit-
ing cloudsgowild.com or by calling
AuthorHouse at (888) 519-5121.  The
Town Book Store also will make cop-
ies available.

WESTFIELD – A team of 17
eighth graders from Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield
recently participated in Roselle
Catholic High School’s 43rd An-
nual Scholastic Olympics. The stu-
dents brought home the first-place
trophy for the third consecutive
year. This was Holy Trinity’s 11th
overall win in this competition.

In separate boys and girls divi-
sions, individual First Place Awards
went to Faith Hrinkevich, Art;

Bridget  McDermott ,  Current
Events; Caroline Cull, English;
Sean Wieszczek, Religion; and
Nora Gerlitz, Spelling. Second
Place Awards went to Aiden Nolte,
English; Olivia Keating, Math-
ematics; and Hannah Seewald,
Social Studies. A Third Place
Award went to Lili Dec, Science.

Among 150 students from 11
participating schools, Holy Trinity
earned almost one-quarter of the
total possible points.

UC Student Council
Organizes Food Drive

WF BOE December
Meeting Date Set

WESTFIELD – The next meet-
ing of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation will be held on Tuesday,
December 9, at 7:30 p.m., in Room
105 at 302 Elm Street. The public
is welcome to attend.

The business agenda will include
a report on the annual state audit of
the district. Also at the meeting,
the Policies Committee will present
for first reading a preview of pro-
posed school calendars for 2015-
2016 and 2016-2017. A complete
agenda will be available on the
Board Agenda web page and in the
board secretary’s office at 302 Elm
Street on Friday, December 5.

All general board meetings are
taped and televised on Blue Devils
TV36 on Tuesdays and Thursdays
at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.; Saturdays at
10 a.m. and 7 p.m.; and Sundays at
10 a.m. Videos of taped meetings
also can be viewed on the Board of
Education page of the district’s
web site.

ROBOTIC WINNERS...The Holy Trinity Interparochial School Robotics Team,
the Fellowship of the Brick, won the Robot Design Award at Montclair Society
of Engineers First Lego League Robotics Competition and qualified for the North
NJ Championship tournament to be held on Saturday, December 13, in Mount
Olive. Pictured are team members Sebastian Cortes, Alec Touhey, Daniel Cao,
Cyril Maliakal, Jonathan Scalia, Alex Cumming, Jessica Bober, Owen Mitchell,
Jason Bober, Angelika Demetrick and Coaches Mauricio Cortes, Joe Demetrick
and Ashok Maliakal. Not pictured is Patricia Gomez.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the Union Catholic High School
Student Council collected 27 bas-
kets of food and 27 turkeys from
fellow students, faculty and staff
during their annual Thanksgiving
Food Drive. The Student Council
organized the drive within the
school, collecting food by
homeroom and department. The
baskets and turkeys were donated
to Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM)
Parish in Scotch Plains for distribu-
tion to needy families in time for
the Thanksgiving holiday. Bins of
extra collected food items were do-
nated to IHM’s food pantry.

For 50 years, Union Catholic High

School has earned its reputation as
one of New Jersey’s foremost
Catholic secondary schools. For in-
formation, visit unioncatholic.org.

Historian Joseph Grabas
To Appear at Town Book 

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store will host a meet-and-greet
event for historian Joseph Grabas,
author of “Owning New Jersey:
Historic Tales of War, Property Dis-
putes & the Pursuit of Happiness,”
this Saturday, December 6, from 2
to 4 p.m.

A detailed story of the founding
of the Garden State 350 years ago
is preserved in land records and
deeds. The archives hide heroes,
like the freed African-Americans
who fought for their right to own
their piece of the state. There are
the bizarre and mysterious tales,
like the silk baron’s castle and the

assault against a 16-year-old
maiden during the throes of the
American Revolution. Attendees
are invited to join land title expert
Mr. Grabas as he combs through
these all-but-forgotten stories of
the pursuit of happiness and prop-
erty in early New Jersey.

The Town Book Store is located
at  270 East  Broad Street  in
Westfield, at the corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets. Persons
unable to attend this event may
contact The Town Book Store at
(908) 233-3535 to reserve an
autographed copy of “Owning New
Jersey.”

Holy Trinity to Host
Stay and Play Tour

WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity
Interparochial School (HTIS) will
hold a Stay and Play School Tour
on Tuesday, December 9, from 9:30
to 10:45 a.m. This is an opportunity
for parents and their children to
experience a regular school day in
HTIS.  A classroom will be open for
the children to play while the par-
ents visit a Kindergarten, PreK-3,
PreK-4, PreK-4-plus or 2-year-old
class, allowing them to see HTIS
first hand.

Those interested in attending are
asked to call Leslie Lewis at (908)
233-1899.

Holy Trinity Interparochial
School is a faith-based community
with a mission of educating stu-
dents from Pre K-2 through eighth
grade. As a 2011 U.S. Department
of Education Blue Ribbon School
of Excellence and a Middle States
Accredited School operating un-
der the auspices of the Newark
Archdiocesan School System, the
school emphasizes the values of
faith and continually seeks to build
a community where priests, par-
ents, parishioners, students and
faculty share a common concern
for the spiritual and educational
growth of each individual.

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Day
School will hold an open house
and a presentation of a Day in the
Life of a Kindergartener and Jun-
ior Kindergarten, today, Thursday,
December 4, at 9:15 a.m. The pub-
lic is invited to come and learn
about the program. The children
immerse themselves in learning
whether it be using the SMART
board or using paper chromatog-
raphy to find the colors of a green
leaf.

The program provides a hands-
on interactive experience as young-
sters explore the world. The chil-
dren learn how to read using a
phonics-based program which calls
for celebration and drum rolls when

they find new sounds. The math-
ematics program allows the chil-
dren to learn about money and time
using real-life situations such as
shopping in the mall. Throughout
the year the children stamp their
passports as they “travel” anywhere
from ancient Egypt to the Amazon
rainforest.

St. Paul’s Day School has devel-
oped a full-day kindergarten pro-
gram that expands upon the kin-
dergarten curriculum. The full-day
setting enables each child to
achieve greater continuity and
depth of subject matter in an en-
riched learning environment.

The teachers assess each child’s
ability and uniquely adapt the pro-
gram to their learning style. The
school’s mission is to ensure each
child has a positive learning expe-
rience which strengthens self-es-
teem. St. Paul’s is located at 414
East Broad Street in Westfield.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in color!

www.goleader.com

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


