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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

Residents Oppose Football
Facility at Rahway Park

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Two Union County
residents voiced their opposition to
the freeholder board on November
25 concerning construction plans
for a multi-purpose turf field at
Rahway River Park. The field will
serve as the new home for the
Rahway High School football and
soccer teams.

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader, the county’s por-
tion of the project is $2.6 million,
with Rahway picking up $2.3 mil-
lion. Rahway will pay for a loud-
speaker system, scoreboard, grand-
stands, press box, team pavilions
and restroom facilities, with the
county paying for the turf field,
lights and track.

Rayna Warner of Clark said the
park is “heavily used for walkers,
runners, skaters, baseball and soc-
cer teams and those who enjoy the
beauty of this natural setting. It is
also home to much wildlife which
can be observed throughout the
year.

“If a football stadium were to be

built in this park it would destroy
the whole dynamic of the park as
we now know it. It would dominate
the area as well as destroy many of
the old and beautiful trees and plants
that add to the park’s beauty,” she
said.

A football facility “will draw a
good number of automobiles to the
park. The park cannot accommo-
date so much traffic,” Ms. Warner
told the board.

Geraldine Buckley of Cranford
said the park also offers swimming
and tennis court facilities. She said
the county does not have much open
space left and urged the board to
“look at” the park plans again “be-
fore you decide to do it.”

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son suggested the county look to
combine the needs of Rahway and
Union County College (UCC),
which wants to build an athletic
facility for its track, soccer and la-
crosse teams after a previous plan
at UCC’s Cranford campus drew
heavy opposition, into one facil-
ity,” and save a lot of money.”

Planning Bd. OK’s Carleton Rd.
Subdivision With Conditions

Rec. Commission Discusses
Memorial, Gumbert Restrooms

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – After an hour of
discussion by board members and
residents, an application by
Gialluisi Custom Homes for a con-
forming subdivision of 631 Carleton
Road was approved with conditions
at Monday night’s planning board
meeting. The application was car-
ried over from last month’s meet-
ing when approximately a dozen
neighbors raised questions regard-
ing tree removal and drainage on
the site.

At the previous meeting, attor-
ney Steven Hale and surveyor Rob-
ert Grazzali offered testimony on
the application, which would take

the current lot and subdivide it into
two lots measuring 11,891 square
feet and 13,818 square feet, which
conforms to the 8,000-square-foot
minimum lot size for the zone.

Questions were raised by the
neighbors as to who removed the
trees, with the neighbors indicating
the trees were removed in July. A
site plan dated in June was submit-
ted to the town in August, but the
property did not change hands until
September. Resident Maureen
Tinen said the submitted documents
were “false” as the trees were still
there when they were drawn, and
said, “This board is being disre-
spected.”

Peter Gialluisi was again not in

attendance at the meeting to answer
questions from board members or
residents. However, Mr. Hale ad-
mitted the applicant was the one
who removed the trees and then
submitted a tree replacement plan
to the board.

Mr. Grazzali told the board there
were 11 replacement trees on his
plan, which included cherry trees,
flowering dogwoods and white
pines. When asked by board mem-
bers why he did not include larger
shade trees, he stated that with re-
cent storms, “(I) wouldn’t want sub-
stantial trees within 30 feet of my
house.”

Board member Frank Smith said,
“It doesn’t seem like a tree replace-
ment plan at all; it seems like an
attempt to appease what happened
at the last meeting.”

Carleton Road resident Edward
Israelow read sections of the tree
preservation ordinance and urged
the board to enforce fines on the
developer. However, Board Attor-
ney Ken Soreiro and Town Engi-
neer Kris McAloon stated that the
ordinance only applies when appli-
cations for development have been
filed with the town. They said that
prior to the filing of an application
the property is privately owned and
thus tree removal is unregulated.

Mr. McAloon said the town is
aware of the loophole in the ordi-
nance and that the town council has
been considering changes to it for
some time, but has been delayed by
other more pressing issues.

Robert Newell, who serves as the
planning board’s liaison to the Tree
Preservation Commission, said he
is “bothered by the loophole in our
ordinance” and that what the devel-
oper did “rubs me the wrong way.”

Board Chairman Vince Wilt said
that it “disturbed me a little bit” and
“the law was followed, but not the
spirit.”

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission, at its meeting Mon-
day night, conducted a lengthy dis-
cussion on the conditions of the
restrooms at Memorial Park and
Gumbert Field. Commission mem-
bers reviewed a schematic of the
fields at Memorial Park and de-
bated the options for installing a
new restroom facility. The mem-
bers reviewed the location of the
existing sewer, water and electric
lines as well as possible design al-
ternatives and agreed to conduct
additional research into the most

cost-effective method of updating
the bathrooms.

The commission also agreed that
infrastructure improvements were
needed at the Gumbert Field base-
ball complex. Recreation Director
Bruce Kaufmann advised the com-
mission that he was working with
the town’s Engineering Department
to investigate the cause of poor
drainage in the restrooms at
Gumbert. The commission mem-
bers agreed a decision needed to be
made regarding a strategy for the
fields at Gumbert, which have been
the subject of safety complaints
from visiting teams and officials.
The commission voted to further
investigate the feasibility of install-
ing turf on one of the fields and
possibly reseeding another.

During a discussion on long-
range planning, Mr. Kaufmann ex-
plained to the public that the
commission’s Pool Committee
would meet in the near future to
begin the planning process for next
season and noted that the deadline
for the submission of bids in re-
sponse to the town’s request for
proposals to upgrade the tennis
courts was this Tuesday, December
9. He explained that if winter
weather causes delays, arrange-
ments have been made to make the

Memorial Park tennis complex
available to the high-school teams
for a portion of their spring season.

In other business, the commis-
sion acknowledged and thanked
commission member Thomas
Ripperger for his 12 years of ser-
vice to the community.

Commission Chairman Peter
Echausse stated that, “Tom has been
an exemplary commissioner who
has always made the children who
use our parks and fields his top
priority.”

Among his other duties, Mr.
Ripperger was chairman of the field
use committee, which is respon-
sible for working with representa-
tives of the various athletic teams,
such as soccer, softball, rugby and
lacrosse, to schedule practice and
game times. In adherence to the
town’s bylaws, Mr. Ripperger has
served three consecutive four-year
terms and therefore must step down
at the end of the calendar year.

Assistant Recreation Director
Dolores MacKay Kaufmann re-
minded residents that registration
for this year’s winter programs is
underway. Among the many oppor-
tunities available are golf, science,
Lego, art, and music classes for stu-
dents, as well as a variety of exercise
and enrichment courses for adults.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS… Santa and Mrs. Claus arrive to help light the Westfield Christmas Tree as part of
Sunday night’s festivities.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ON  YOUR MARK…The Westfield Turkey Trot one-mile race begins at Tamaques
Park on Saturday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANNUAL  TRADITION …A large crowd attended Sunday’s lighting of the
Westfield Christmas Tree on North Avenue in front of the Westfield Train
Station.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ENDING IT IN STYLE...Blue Devil senior co-captain/linebacker Jackson Simcox,
No. 44 hidden underneath the mud, walks towards the sideline after batting down
a pass in overtime during the annual Westfield/Plainfield Thanksgiving Day
football game at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield. See story on page 11.
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MS Council Discusses Cost
Overruns for Police, Fire

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The bor-
ough council on Tuesday night dis-
cussed cost overruns by the
borough’s police and fire depart-
ments. Chief Financial Officer Jill
Goode advised that while the final
figures for the year have not yet
been calculated she anticipates both
departments are slightly over bud-
get.

Councilman William Lane, who
serves as liaison to the fire depart-
ment, and several members of the
fire department who were present
at the meeting, explained that the
cost of equipment and protective
clothing has increased significantly
and as the number of volunteers has
increased so has the associated
costs. Councilman Lane outlined a
proposal, which the other members
fully supported, of obtaining addi-
tional input from the department
during the budget-setting process
so as to avoid future deficits.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Manuel Aranjo,
a resident of Mary Allen Lane, again
spoke on behalf of the residents of
his street who have made several
presentations to the council and its
legal staff regarding what they de-
scribe as “dangerous and deplor-
able conditions” on their street,
which they allege has not been prop-
erly maintained by the builder. Mr.
Aranjo presented minutes from a
2001 planning board meeting which
required the builder to pave the road
after completion of the construc-
tion.

Borough Attorney John Post ad-
vised Mr. Aranjo that the engineer-

ing department was in the process
of discussing the issue with the
builder and assured him the issue
was a priority for the council.

In other business, seventh grad-
ers Jill and Ally Zimmerman, who
are cadets in the Mountainside Girl
Scout program, made a presenta-
tion to the council. The students
explained that while the Mountain-
side Volunteer Fire Department
works hard to prevent fires, when
they do occur the firefighters rely
on fire hydrants.

The Adopt a Hydrant Program is
a voluntary community activity that
enables residents to support the fire
department by volunteering to keep
hydrants visible in the winter by
keeping snow away from the hy-
drants. The cadets noted that stud-
ies show it can take seven to 10
minutes for first responders to re-
move snow from the hydrant area
and explained how the Adopt a
Hydrant Program can prevent a de-
lay in securing this water source in
the event of a fire. The students
detailed the efforts they have taken
to identify the locations of the 120
hydrants in Mountainside and asked
for the council’s permission to ap-
proach the residents and businesses
located closest to the hydrants to
solicit their support.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli and the
council commended the
Zimmermans for their efforts and
noted the girls embodied the great
sense of volunteerism, which pro-
vides the foundation for strong com-
munities such as Mountainside.

The council’s next meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, December
16.


