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Ages  4 thru adult

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Hip Hop • Lyrical• Pointe • Modern

Junior & Senior Company 2000

Register for our 25th Season
(908) 322-9696

GIANT LABOR DAY 

WAREHOUSE SALE 

J&S OUTLET CENTER 

Traditional � Modern � Transitional 

Antique � Runners � Rounds 

SATURDAY         8/30          10AM-5PM 

SUNDAY             8/31          12PM-5PM 

MONDAY        9/1          10AM-5PM 
BRING THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE DOOR MAT! 

52 HORSEHILL ROAD  

CEDAR KNOLLS, NEW JERSEY 07927 

RUG SALE �

UP TO 70% OFF 
3 DAYS ONLY 

Photo courtesy of Master Gardener T.J. Karns
DANCING WITH THE KALE…Master Gardeners Karen Mulvihill of Spring-
field, Bridget Mracek of Mountainside and Terry Gibbons of Westfield took time
out to make some good moves in its Community Sharing Garden on August 16,
when the club hosted guests from Community Access Unlimited for a morning of
horticultural fun and edification.

Master Gardeners Host
Community Access Unlimited

WESTFIELD — Pride of accom-
plishment through horticultural
therapy was the goal on August 16
when the Master Gardeners (MG) of
Union County hosted members and
staff from Community Access Un-
limited (CAU) in its Demonstration
Gardens. The MGs engaged their
CAU guests in five horticultural ac-
tivities, including an insect display
and discussion, a seed/vegetable pre-
sentation, a Nature’s Paints art
project, an herb-garden pizza pin
project and potting a flower. A good
and productive time was had by all.

Ten MG volunteers served as
guides and teachers. MG Coordina-
tor and Union County Agricultural
Agent Madeline F. DiNardo was also
on hand to meet and greet the guests,
and MG Laurie Westra of Cranford
coordinated the event.

CAU participants took home the
Nature’s Paints art work and the
“pizza pin” that they created, along
with their potted celosia flowers.
Each was also given a bag of veg-
etables picked fresh from the Master
Gardeners’ Community Sharing
Garden. The MGs donate all pro-
duce grown in its Sharing Garden
and its berry patch and herb gardens
to local food pantries and soup kitch-

ens. Since 2002, they have donated
22,721 pounds of hardy vegetables,
fruit and herbs to help feed the hun-
gry in Union County.

Community Access Unlimited is
a non-profit social service organiza-
tion that provides quality, person-
centered support services through-
out New Jersey for people with de-
velopmental disabilities and at-risk
adolescents. Founded in 1979 by
Executive Director Sidney
Blanchard, CAU has served more
than 5,000 persons over the past 35
years. To learn more about CAU,
visit www.caunj.org.

The Rutgers Master Gardeners of
Union County are trained volunteers
whose mission is to support land
stewardship and disseminate re-
search-based information to the pub-
lic related to gardening and natural
resource management. The program
is part of the Rutgers Cooperative
Extension of Union County and is
supported in part by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers. The Master Gardeners are head-
quartered at 300 North Avenue East
in Westfield. To become a Master
Gardener, call the Extension offices
at (908) 654-9854 or visit
mastergardeners-uc.org.

It’s OK To Say You’re Going
To Asbury Park

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for the Summer Travel Series

I grew up five minutes from Asbury
Park and spent my summers as a kid
riding my bike to the boardwalk, going
on the rides, playing pinball and mini
golf and hanging out on the beach. The
oceanfront was still fairly crowded in
the 1970s, and once I got my license, I
would drive there and hang out with
my friends at the arcades and the bars.

Then I watched Asbury Park die. By
the mid-1980s, the rides were gone.
Soon, the boardwalk was empty, the
food stands and shops and arcades
were boarded up, just like much of the
downtown business district. By the late
1980s, the city was an unsafe ghost
town. A developer tried to revive things
in the early 1990s by building a mas-
sive beachfront high rise but only got as
far as putting up the skeletal beams
before quitting. Then the legendary
Stone Pony, my second home in the
late ‘70s and early ‘80s, closed down in
1991. Soon after, on a cold, rainy night,
I drove over and used a long stick to
knock one of the large plastic letters off
its marquee as a souvenir for myself.

I would always drive through Asbury
Park a few times a year, sometimes
with an out-of-town visitor in tow, just
to show them what used to be and tell
them how much fun it had been—and
to wonder if it would ever come back.
By the early 2000s, when I would drive
through with my young son, the place

was barren, a boarded-up wasteland
even in the summer when the beach
and boardwalk were empty except for
a few brave folks and a flock of seagulls.

In about 2006, a friend who lived in
next-door Ocean Grove mentioned that
he had gone to dinner at a nice restau-
rant in Asbury Park. Figuring he must
have gotten his towns mixed up or was
pulling my leg, I pressed for details and
he told me two or three new restaurants
had opened in a downtown area that for
the past 20-plus years had been a neigh-
borhood one did not want to find them-
selves in—day or night. A year later, on
a late spring weekend, I took a ride
down and when I came to the
beachfront, I could not believe what I
saw: Signs of actual life. Someone had
planted flowers all along Ocean Av-
enue. Some of the boardwalk buildings
looked to have been freshly painted,
and a few of them even had small shops
that were open and selling beach gear
and souvenirs.

I walked on the boardwalk and saw
that, at its southern end, a small restau-
rant had opened and, shock of shocks,
people were sitting at tables outside on
the boardwalk and enjoying the sunny
day. There were people on the beach as
well. I walked through Convention
Hall—where 27 years earlier I had
graduated high school—and at the north
end of the boardwalk, I saw a new
multi-story condo development near-
ing completion. Asbury Park seemed
to be rising from the dead.

In 1982, Bruce Springsteen sang that
“everything that dies some day comes
back.” His prophecy has certainly

proven true in his adopted home town
where he first burst on the scene in the
late 1960s at The Upstage, a downtown
coffee house located above a shoe store.
It was there where local musicians in
their teens and 20s came to play music,
and where the famed E Street Band
began to come together.

Asbury Park’s renaissance has moved
fairly rapidly over the past half-decade.
Success has bred success downtown
and more restaurants and cafés have
opened, along with art galleries and
shops selling everything from vintage
household items to paranormal books
to fine wines. The streets on summer
nights, I saw on a visit there this month,
can be as clogged with people and cars
as the streets in Greenwich Village.
Developers have strived, it seems, to
preserve as much of the old Asbury
Park as possible. It was gratifying to see
the old Asbury Park Press building,
whose façade remains as it was back
when I used to spend time there as a
teenager, and the gigantic Steinbach
department store building still standing
but now home to new retail stores and
apartments.

On the boardwalk, Convention Hall
has interesting shops inside while its
expansive outdoor veranda is now a
place to stop for a drink as you look out
over the beach and the ocean. The old
Howard Johnson’s restaurant has been
sold and re-opened under a different
name but still retains its familiar orange
retro exterior. There is a wonderful
spray park for the kids. Mini golf is
back. The Stone Pony, the Wonder Bar

Chansonettes Ready
To Harmonize For

The Holidays
WESTFIELD — With the start of

September, The Chansonettes of
Westfield will begin rehearsals for
their “Holiday Harmony” winter con-
cert tour. The all women’s singing
group will perform their holiday con-
cert series this December at various
locations in the area.

Past performance venues for the
group have included Westfield Se-
nior Housing, Chelsea Fanwood, and
Runnells Specialized Hospital. The
choral program will feature songs
celebrating the holiday season in-
cluding “Celebrate This Day To-
gether,” “An Angelic Christmas Med-
ley,” “A Happy Joyous Hanuka” and
“Let There Be Peace on Earth.”

The Chansonettes, in existence for
over 60 years, performs a holiday
concert series in December and a
spring concert series in May of each
year. The women rehearse once a
week on Wednesday nights at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield lo-
cated on Mountain Avenue under the
direction of Jean Schork and accom-
panied by Mel Freda.

Anyone needing more information
regarding joining the group or book-
ing a future concert may call Amy
Herrington at (908) 317-5910.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WELCOME BACK…The revitalized downtown neighborhood in Asbury Park
offers restaurants, shops, cafes, galleries and new condos and apartments.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OLD SCHOOL…The Silverball Museum on the Asbury Park boardwalk pro-
vides a haven for pinball and arcade game aficionados.


