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l'ennemi du journaliste

MAROTTA 5-FOR-5, HR, 3 RBI; WHITE 5-FOR-5, 3 RBI, 3 RUNS WIELD THE ‘HAMMER OF THOR’

AJ ‘Jersey Boys’ Rally, Stun Rosie’s Wine Bar, 10-9, in 8th
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hard luck befell Rosie’s Wine
Bar, the softball team that is, for
the second game in a row when
shortstop Dave Ciarrocca pulled
off a spectacular diving play that
prevented what would have been
the winning run and allowed AJ
Jersey to come up with a dra-
matic eight-inning 10-9 victory
in Game 2 of the Union County
50+ Softball League B Division
playoffs at Jerseyland Field in
Scotch Plains on August 14.

The AJ Jersey Boys won Game

1, 7-6, with the help of Mark
Marotta’s home run then in Game
2 with the score knotted 9-9 in
the seventh, Rosie’s Wine Bar
had runners on first and third
with two outs. Jim Massarelli
rapped a ground ball that ap-
peared to have the making of an
RBI single, but Ciarrocca made a
chest-diving slide to his left,
snagged the ball and shuffled it
to second baseman Jordan Scher
for the third out. Since Rosie’s
also held the Jersey Boys score-
less in the bottom of the inning,
thanks to a double play initiated

by pitcher Mike Garcia, that run
would have been the game win-
ner.

The two big guns who held the
“Hammer of Thor” offensively for
AJ Jersey, Leo White and Marotta,
were also involved in the produc-
tion of the winning run. After
Rosie’s went down in order in the
top of the eighth, White drilled a
leadoff single over second and
one out later Marotta crushed a
walk-off triple.

White and Marotta both went
5-for-5 in AJ Jersey’s 23-hit at-
tack. White scored three times
and had three RBI. Marotta, who
also had three RBI, launched a
solo home run in the fifth. Pat
Keenoy went 4-for-4 with two

runs scored. Scher tripled, singled
and scored once. Mike Rosenberg
poked three singles, scored once
and had three RBI.

Rosie’s Wine Bar whipped up
16 hits, half came in one inning,
and leadoff hitter Joe Hrubash
had three of them, while scoring
once. Rich Conklin and Steve
Falco both went 2-for-4 with an
RBI and a run scored. Pete Osborn
tapped a pair of singles, drew the
only walk of the game and scored
once. Paul Newton had an RBI
single and an RBI sacrifice fly.
Anthony Abbaleo singled and
scored twice.

Rosie’s scored once in the top
of the first. Abbaleo reached on

an error, Osborn yanked a single
over third and Newton swatted
an RBI single to right-center.
After Rosie’s third baseman Artie
Issler absorbed a line shot from
Ciarrocca for an out, White ripped
a single down the third baseline.
Dave Rizzo and Marotta both
singled up the middle and Paul
Sherman lofted an RBI sac fly to
knot the score.

Rosie’s plated two runs in the
second to take a 3-1 lead, thanks
to a pair of errors and Tom
Murray’s RBI groundout to White
on the mound.

As AJ Jersey walked in to bat,
Scher expressed his concern.
“Guys! Let’s show them how to
play the game.”

Well! Not just yet, but in the
third the AJ Jersey boys eked outProbitas Verus Honos
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