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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

‘Magic in the Moonlight’
Casts its Spell

3 1/2 popcorns

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

It is an annual cinema treat Woody
Allen fans anticipate with gleeful
curiosity. First rocking our funny
bones with “Take the Money and
Run” (1969), like Old Faithful the
director has knocked them out like
sausages. Approaching octogenarian
status, with “Magic in the Moon-
light” he again sets us to categoriz-
ing. Is it full genius funny, whimsi-
cally philosophical, filled with meta-
phors alluding to his controversial
relationships, or just generously witty
and wise?

 Of course this newest offering,
like almost all of Woody’s films, has
love at the heart of its intelligent
ruminations. You know… the con-
founding mysteries, the effervescent
joys, the nagging uncertainties, and a
liberal sprinkling of the je ne sais
quoi. You see, he’s going to discern
this wondrous enigma yet, this vex-
ing bliss that hath no true synonym,
or die trying. Should he be success-
ful, we’ll be the first to know.

 Attempt 49 takes us to the Roar-
ing Twenties where Colin Firth’s
brilliant magician, Englishman
Stanley Crawford, in the stage per-
sona of Wei Ling Soo, plies his illu-
sions to worldwide acclaim. He suf-
fers no fools. Save for a small cote-
rie limited to a childhood friend, a
favorite aunt and his fiancée, he dis-
dains everyone. A nonetheless lik-
able snob, he is a Henry Higgins,
certain of his take on life and doubt-
lessly cruising for a comeuppance,
if not a bruising. We hope his ex-
pected epiphany is painless.

Allen paints the backdrop with
gentility and subtle splendor. It’s
an era of good feeling and prosper-
ity for those characters with whom
we’re apprised, the makings of an-
other world war hardly imagin-
able. Into this playground for the
bourgeoisie and better, Mr. Allen
injects a charming little tale of
intrigue, which soon commands
our highbrow prestidigitator’s at-
tentions.

 It starts as a challenge…a bit of
detective work only a wizard of
Stanley’s virtuosity might undertake.
Howard Burkan (Simon McBurney),

fellow magician and only pal, brings
it to light. You see, there are these
swells he knows, Grace Catledge
(Jacki Weaver) and her son Brice,
nouveau riche Pittsburghers lavish-
ing their steel wealth across England
and the continent. Well, they might
be the unwitting victims of a con, a
self-professed seer who’s ingratiated
herself.

 Gee…Emma Stone’s Sophie, by
every other estimation the girl next
door from Kalamazoo, sure doesn’t
seem like an opportunistic fraud.
But then neither did Barbara
Stanwyck’s Jean Harrington in “The
Lady Eve” (1941), and it wasn’t
long before she won the affections
of Henry Fonda’s heir to a brewery
fortune. In any case, asking a favor
whilst appealing to Stanley’s ego,
Howard entices the cynical realist to
unmask the lass.

 In what plays like a parlor
dramedy, we are witness to no less
than two of the séances Sophie con-
ducts for the well-to-do Catledges.
There, Grace’s vanity is pleased, her
loneliness temporarily allayed when
contact is purportedly made with
her deceased spouse. The tycoon
assures the matron he was faithful.
Everyone but Stanley is amazed, al-
though on first blush he can’t detect
a ruse. Rich boy Brice is given to
effusive compliment, his adulation
bubbling in an unabashed froth of
puppy love.

 It’s not hard to figure where this is
going… or so you think. We are po-
litely placed on tenterhooks. Miss
Stone and Mr. Firth establish win-
ning chemistry, thrusting and parry-
ing their wits and emotions within
the Eden-like aura Woody Allen is so
adept at fashioning. Jaunting about
the English countryside in a period
proper Alfa Romeo sports car, blithely
second-guessing each other’s strata-
gems to a jazz score accompaniment,
the winsome duo pique our romantic
sensibilities.

 A storied master of casting, the
auteur populates his scenario with
superbly painted subordinates. Each
adds a character-driven oomph to the
exposition. Hamish Linklater’s hu-
morously supercilious Brice, dog-
gedly seeking Sophie’s hand, knows
no world other than the one he prom-
ises her…a decadent idyll filled with
yachts and exotic locales. Simon
McBurney is classical as the Brit
sidekick, appropriately sycophantic
in his professed adulation of the vo-
cational superior.

Supplying the all-important moral
anchor, Eileen Watkins is Vanessa,
Stanley’s dowager aunt, a loveable
old gal who raised him, and hereto-
fore his only object of reverence.
She knows her little boy and consid-
ers it a duty to regularly remind him
of his overbearing snobbery, lest it
become a tragic flaw. The relation-
ship serves as a catalyst, spurring
the gambit at hand to unleash a bevy
of Allen’s favorite contemplations,
but tellingly excluding death this
go-round.

 I’ve noted ad nauseam that if
Woody Allen had lived before the
invention of film, he would have
surely gained fame as a playwright/
philosopher. Via his comedies and
dramas, he tackles the stuff of what
it’s all about, this business of being
human. With “Magic in the Moon-
light” the sorcerer proves he still has
a delightful trick or two up his cin-
ema sleeve.

…
 “Magic in the Moonlight,” rated

PG-13, is a Sony Pictures Classics
release directed by Woody Allen and
stars Colin Firth, Emma Stone and
Eileen Atkins. Running time: 97 min-
utes.

Carpenters Continue
Repairs at Deserted Village

COUNTY — As they hammered
away, repairing the gaping hole cre-
ated when a falling tree ripped through
the roof at House No. 7 at The De-
serted Village of Feltville, the three
carpenters knew this was not just any
other home repair.

On the floors below were murals
painted by celebrated Nicaraguan/
Mexican artist Robert de la Selva, a
student of the Mexican artist Diego
Rivera. And the murals, painted by
de la Selva during a summer stay in
the 1920s, had to be protected before
rain did any further damage.

Just as this was not just simply any
other house, these were not just any
carpenters. The three — John Deleski
Jr. of Metuchen, Todd Bariso of But-
ler and Salvador E. Ramos of North
Plainfield — are all instructors with
the New Jersey Carpenters Appren-
tice Training and Educational Fund
who volunteered their time this sum-
mer to fix the roof.

They worked on the house for sev-
eral days, following up on initial re-
pairs made in the spring as part of the
program’s training for apprentices in
the union’s educational program.

“We appreciate all the time and
effort put in by the many volunteers
here at the Deserted Village,” said
Union County Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski. “Many of our treasured
historic buildings would be lost for
future generations to enjoy if not for
the individuals and organizations who
give of their time to help out.”

 “The carpenters really came
through for us on this project and
their work is deeply appreciated,”
Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak.

“Stabilizing and rehabilitating The
Deserted Village is a major challenge,
both in the work that is required and
the funding that will be needed for
the restoration work,” Freeholder

Hudak said. “But it is an irreplace-
able historic site in our county and
we will work to see that the Deserted
Village remains a place for future
generations to visit and learn about
our past.”

While the carpenters addressed
some of the needed emergency re-
pairs, the county is looking for fund-
ing to restore House No. 7, following
the restorations of Masker’s Barn and
the Church/General Store.

Last year, Preservation New Jersey
cited the home as one of the top 10
most endangered historic sites in the
state.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, the New Jersey His-
toric Trust, the Union County Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund; and other con-
tributors help the Union County De-
partment of Parks and Recreation
maintain the Deserted Village of
Feltville/Glenside Park and all its his-
tory.

The Visitor Center in the Church/
Store Building at the Deserted Vil-
lage is open weekends to the public,
featuring exhibits of artifacts, photo-
graphs, maps and paintings explain-
ing the history of the Deserted Vil-
lage of Feltville since the settlement
of the area in 1736. The Visitor Cen-
ter will be open on Saturdays and
Sundays and holidays, year-round,
from noon until 5 p.m. each day.

The Deserted Village is located
within the 2,142-acre Watchung
Reservation, the largest of 36 parks
in the Union County Park System.
The site is listed on both the State
and National Registers of Historic
Places.

To learn more about the Deserted
Village, visit ucnj.org/dv. For more
on programs in the County parks and
facilities, go to www.ucnj.org/fun.

Gallery U Announces
September Events

WESTFIELD — Gallery U, located
at 439 South Avenue West, Westfield,
has announced three upcoming events.

On Friday, September 12, from 6
to 8 p.m., a musical performance
featuring The Fractal Ensemble will
be held. Proceeds from the sale of
art from Seasons of Waiting, featur-
ing a new collection of work by
Central New Jersey artist Michael
Kovacs, will benefit the Center for
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care of
Union County, a local non-profit
that provides terminally ill patients
with natural, humane care and their
families or loved ones with physi-
cal, emotional, and spiritual support
during their time of need. The art-
work will exhibited through Sun-
day, September 14.

Seasons of Waiting uses his largest
canvases with organic materials such
as oxidized copper and rusted iron.
The works were made during both a
time of mourning and awaiting the
news from a close friend across the
country struggling with cancer.
Michael is a member of The Fractal
Ensemble, a contemporary group of
musicians and spoken word artists
from New Jersey. Select members of
The Fractal Ensemble will be per-
forming at this special event.

Gallery U Boutique will host Wild
Ginger, an exhibition of recent art-
work— some being exhibited for the
first time — by Westfield abstract
artists Francesca Azzara and Gail
Winbury with an opening reception
on Friday, September 19, from 6 to 8
p.m. The artwork will be exhibited
through Saturday, September 29.

Ms. Azzara has been working in the
medium of encaustic paint since 1998
and has had numerous solo exhibi-
tions over the past decade. She has
also been the recipient of two
H.E.A.R.T. grants from the Union
County Division of Cultural Affairs
and featured “Artist of the Month” on
the Discover New Jersey Arts web\site.

Ms. Winbury is a painter who regu-
larly exhibits in solo and juried shows

in the tri-state area. Her work is in
collections throughout the United
States and Italy. She recently was
awarded and completed an interna-
tional residency in painting and mixed
media at the School of Visual Arts
(SVA) in Manhattan. In May of this
year she had work in the Ellarslie
Museum in Trenton. In the past she
studied with internationally-ac-
claimed artist Dorothy Yung for nearly
15 years, and at SVA in Manhattan.

On Thursday, September 25, from
7 to 9 p.m. the gallery will feature its
monthly reading series, Poetry U: An
Evening of Spoken Word By Local
Writers. This month’s Poetry U fea-
tures the writings of Joy Ann Cabanos,
Leona Seufert and Ann Ormsby who
will be reading from her book, “The
Recovery Room.” Light refreshments
will be served.

Friction Farm to Perform
Sept. 13 at Kuran Center

FANWOOD — Modern-folk duo
Friction Farm will perform on Satur-
day September 13 at 7 p.m. at the
Patricia Kuran Cultural Art Center,
located 75 North Martine Avenue in
Fanwood. The concert is presented
by the Fanwood Cultural Arts Coun-
cil. There is a suggested donation of
$15 or $10 for seniors and students.
Refreshments will be available for
purchase.

Friction Farm is a husband and
wife team of traveling troubadours
touring the country. The duo com-
bine storytelling, social commentary
and humor to create songs of every-
day life, local heroes and quirky ob-
servations. From ballads to anthems
each song is filled with harmony and
hope. Their lastest CD, “I Read Your
Book,” is a collection of songs each
inspired by a book. Guitarist/vocalist
Aidan Quinn and bassist/vocalist
Christine Stay spend a lot of time
traveling and performing. In their
down-time they do a lot of reading.
They decided to turn it into a project,
discussing the book, seeing where

the story would take them, and writ-
ing a song. It was fun and frustrating,
invigorating and exhausting, but al-
ways interesting.

 They were inspired by true tales
The Voyage of the Beagle and fic-
tional works The Cellist of Sarajevo,
a gift from a friend Abraham Lincoln
Vampire Hunter, and a recommenda-
tion from a stranger The Glass Castle.
Occasionally real life filtered in and
begged them to re-read books Read-
ing Lolita in Tehran and A Walk in the
Woods.

Friction Farm’s songwriting has
garnered accolades in the folk com-
munity – they have been Kerrville
New Folk Finalists and Falcon
Ridge Folk Festival Emerging Art-
ists. The stage is where they shine
the brightest. Their live perfor-
mance is full of funny and poignant
stories, spontaneous diversions, au-
dience participation, good music, and
lots of fun.

Additional information at
www.frictionfarm.com or
www.fanwoodperformanceseries.org.

PROTECTING HISTORY... Murals painted by celebrated Nicaraguan/Mexi-
can artist Robert de la Selvade la Selva during a summer stay in the 1920s at what
is known as House No. 7 at The Deserted Village of Feltville, had to be protected
before rain did any further damage.

Deutscher Club Plans
Biergarten August 29
CLARK — The Deutscher Club of

Clark, located at 787 Featherbed
Lane, will present an Authentic Ger-
man Biergarten on Friday, August
29, from 5:30 to 10 p.m.

This event will feature an Ameri-
can Classics Auto Show with DJ Hot
Rod Mike. There also will be a spe-
cial appearance by
Hornbergmusikanten from Germany.

The Biergarten will be open to the
public, rain or shine, and a large
covered pavilion will be available.
Admission will be $2 per person;
children under age 12 will be admit-
ted for free. German and American
food and beverages will be available.
No outside food or beverages will be
permitted. No bicycles, skates, skate-
boards, scooters or glass containers
will be permitted and no pets are
allowed at any time.

The Deutscher Club of Clark may
be reached from Exit 135 on the
Garden State Parkway. For more in-
formation, call (732) 574-8600 or
visit deutscherclub.us.

The Nerds Close Out
Summer Arts Festival

CLARK — The Union County Sum-
mer Arts Festival concert series con-
cludes its 54th season of music this
Wednesday evening, August 27, with
a performance by The Nerds. The
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders invites the public to attend this
free concert that begins at 7:30 p.m. in
Oak Ridge Park, located in Clark.

Sometimes called New Jersey’s
hardest working, hardest rocking
party band, The Nerds perform a blend
of soul, classic rock and TV theme
music. The band is loosely based on
an old skit from Saturday Night Live
and have been performing together
for over 20 years.

In addition to the great music, resi-
dents are invited to come out early
and participate in Union County’s
Summer of Fitness. Free community
yoga classes will be held prior to the
musical entertainment, beginning at
6:30 p.m. This week’s class will be
conducted by Alluem Yoga of
Cranford.

For more information, call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Recreation at (908) 527-4900 or
visit the Union County website:
www.ucnj.org/summer. For program
and rain information call (908) 558-
4079 after 3 p.m. on the day of the
show.

Scavenger Hunt Celebrates
Wi-Fi Launch at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County Freeholder Chairman Chris-
topher Hudak last Friday announced
the official launch of the free Wi-Fi
network, and hosted a demonstration
of the technology upgrades at Union
County’s Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center.

The installation and activation of
the Wi-Fi network at Trailside marks
the completion of the Freeholder
Chairman’s free Wi-Fi initiative for
2014.

“Now, residents can have access to
e-mail, social media, and browse the
Internet while at six Union County
facilities: Fraser Building in
Westfield, Warinanco Park Skating
Rink in Roselle, Wheeler Pool in
Linden, Ulrich Pool in Rahway,
Nomahegan Park in Cranford, and
Trailside Nature Science Center in
Mountainside,” Freeholder Hudak
said. “The free Wi-Fi at Trailside is
especially exciting because it opens
up new opportunities to learn about
the exhibits and participate in activi-
ties.”

To help demonstrate the range and
versatility of the Wi-Fi network, 1st
and 2nd grade Trailside campers par-
ticipated in an interactive scavenger
hunt throughout the center using the
free Wi-Fi network to access video
clues by scanning QR codes with an
iPad.

The Wi-Fi initiative also brings
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added technology upgrades for
Trailside. This facility is now
equipped with SMART Boards in
four of its classrooms.

Included in the technology up-
grades at Trailside is the installation
of 5 smart TVs located throughout
the facility. In addition to the tradi-
tional functions of a TV, these flat
screen televisions have Internet ac-
cess built in allowing them to access
a range of online services with more
computing ability and connectivity.

left alone. The play features 21 actors
from throughout New Jersey.

Troupe of Friends has mounted
free Shakespeare-in-the-park produc-
tions for the past nine years, and was
recently nominated for three Perry
Awards – a prestigious recognition
from the New Jersey Association of
Community Theaters. Patrons are
encouraged to bring a lawn chair or
blanket. In case of rain, performances
will be held indoors in the Commu-
nity Room, located in the front of the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street.

All performances are free and start
at 8 p.m. Donations will be accepted.
Funding has been made possible in
part by the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts/Department of State, a
partner agency of the National En-
dowment for the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs.

For further information, call Joe
Penczak at (917) 299-5102 or visit
troupe-of-friends.com.

Fourth Fotos of FW
Contest Is Planned

FANWOOD — The 17th annual
Fanny Wood Day celebration is com-
ing up Sunday, September 28 and
that means it is time to start getting
your entries together for the fourth
annual Fotos of Fanwood photogra-
phy competition.

The contest is open to residents
and non-residents. New or vintage
pictures of people, places or things
are sought. Photos can have been
made anywhere. No Fanwood con-
nection is needed.

Pictures are to submitted mounted
and framed with hanging wire can be
black and white or color prints. The
framed prints should be at least 5" x
7” but no larger than 11” x 14”.
Photographers may submit up to five
photographs. Once submitted, pho-
tos can be donated to the Borough of
Fanwood or returned upon request.

Submit mounted and framed en-
tries by Friday, Sept. 19, at 3:30 p.m.,
to Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, N.J. 07023. Judg-
ing for the 2014 contest will take
place Friday, September 26, at Mara’s
Cafe, South and Martine Avenues.
Multiple winners will be chosen by
the Fanny Wood Day Committee.
Winners will be announced at Fanny
Wood Day on September 28.

For more information, check out
the Fanny Wood Day page on the
borough’s website.

PROMOTED... Anna Marie Gewirtz
of Fanwood has been promoted to vice-
president of development and strate-
gic partnerships at the State Theater
in New Brunswick. Ms. Gewirtz, who
joined the State Theatre last year, will
continue to lead the development of-
fice, generating charitable contribu-
tions to make up the difference be-
tween operating revenues and expenses
while strengthening and building new
institutional partnerships.

Master Gardener
Classes Offered

COUNTY – The Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension is once again offering
master gardeners classes for Union
County residents this fall. The regis-
tration deadline is Saturday, August
30. In this program, residents receive
in-depth and hands-on-training in hor-
ticulture from Rutgers, The State Uni-
versity faculty and professional staff.

Applicants agree to make a com-
mitment to provide 60 hours of vol-
unteer service in their community in
volunteer gardening committees
within a 12-to-18-month period.
Graduates become Certified Rutgers
Master Gardeners upon completion
of their volunteer commitment.

County residents can access the
application by visiting ucnj.org/rce/.
For information, call (908) 654-9854.

http://www.NazzaroMusic.com

