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AJ Jersey Boys Stun Rosie’s Wine Bar, 10-9, in 8th
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August 19, 2009: Eying the sec-
ond seed for the playoffs in the Saints
Division of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League, St. Jude
jumped all over St. Patrick in the third
and fourth innings then held off a bit
of a surge to emerge with a 16-9
victory at Jerseyland Field. St. Jude
sluggers Jason Fiore, John Deitch
and Dave Weishadle, along with wily
leadoff hitter Dan Nigro saw to it that
the Pats would remain in their dire
straights. The formidable foursome
combined for 11 hits, including a
towering home run and a triple, 10
RBI and 10 runs scored. Fiore blasted
a two-run homer, an RBI double and
an RBI single, while Deitch drilled a
two-run triple and an RBI single.

August 22, 2008: St. Anne seem-
ingly allowed fourth-seeded St. Jo-
seph to jump to a 6-1 lead before
unloading with nine runs in the final
four innings en route to a 10-7 tri-
umph in the first round of the play-

offs. Frank Chupko’s RBI double in
the top of the seventh inning turned
out to be the game winner.

August 16, 2007: Game 2 of a
doubleheader, perhaps the first in St.

Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League history, ended in a nine-in-
ning, 10-10 deadlock between St.
Joseph and St. Patrick at Brookside
Park. After being trounced, 20-11, in
the opener, the Joe boys battled back
from a 9-5 deficit with four runs in the
top of the seventh inning then added
another run in the ninth to take a 10-
9 lead. After the Pats tallied a run in
the bottom of the inning, the game
was called due to darkness. Marty
Marks (RBI, run scored) blistered
three singles and a double. Bob Guy
contributed heavily to the Pats’ 24-hit
barrage with a pair of singles, a triple
and a double to go with an RBI and a
run scored.

August 24, 2006: Top-seeded
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also held the Jersey Boys scoreless in
the bottom of the inning, thanks to a
double play initiated by pitcher Mike
Garcia, that run would have been the
game winner.

The two big guns who held the
“Hammer of Thor” offensively for AJ
Jersey, Leo White and Marotta, were
also involved in the production of the
winning run. After Rosie’s went down
in order in the top of the eighth, White
drilled a leadoff single over second
and one out later Marotta crushed a
walk-off triple.

White and Marotta both went 5-
for-5 in AJ Jersey’s 23-hit attack.
White scored three times and had
three RBI. Marotta, who also had
three RBI, launched a solo home run
in the fifth. Pat Keenoy went 4-for-4
with two runs scored. Scher tripled,
singled and scored once. Mike
Rosenberg poked three singles, scored
once and had three RBI.

Rosie’s Wine Bar whipped up 16
hits, half came in one inning, and
leadoff hitter Joe Hrubash had three
of them, while scoring once. Rich
Conklin and Steve Falco both went 2-
for-4 with an RBI and a run scored.
Pete Osborn tapped a pair of singles,
drew the only walk of the game and
scored once. Paul Newton had an
RBI single and an RBI sacrifice fly.
Anthony Abbaleo singled and scored
twice.

Rosie’s scored once in the top of
the first. Abbaleo reached on an error,
Osborn yanked a single over third
and Newton swatted an RBI single to
right-center. After Rosie’s third
baseman Artie Issler absorbed a line
shot from Ciarrocca for an out, White
ripped a single down the third
baseline. Dave Rizzo and Marotta
both singled up the middle and Paul
Sherman lofted an RBI sac fly to knot
the score.

Rosie’s plated two runs in the sec-
ond to take a 3-1 lead, thanks to a pair
of errors and Tom Murray’s RBI
groundout to White on the mound.

As AJ Jersey walked in to bat, Scher

expressed his concern. “Guys! Let’s
show them how to play the game.”

Well! Not just yet, but in the third
the AJ Jersey boys eked out a run after
White singled and scored on Marotta’s
single to left. During that inning,
Rosie’s shortstop, Hrubash, executed
a fine force play at third.

Rosie’s threatened in the fourth,
and after Murray ripped a single to
left, Massarelli attempted to score
from second, but the relay got to
catcher Greco in time for him to make
a sparkling grab for the third out.

Despite a great running catch by
leftfielder Newton, AJ Jersey man-
aged to retie the score after four in-
nings when Keenoy singled and
scored on White’s single to center.

In the fifth inning Rosie’s came up
smelling like roses and sprouted the
maximum six runs on eight hits to
seize a 9-3 lead. Conklin slashed a
hard RBI single off the arm of the first
baseman, Newton lifted an RBI sac
fly to right and Issler hopped an in-
field single then scored on Moore’s
two-run single to center. Massarelli
chopped an RBI single, Garcia sliced
a single to right and Falco punched an
RBI single to right.

As Rosie’s took to the field,
Hrubash reminded his team, “Guys!
We still need the outs. Let’s go!”

But Rosie’s was still down on its
luck and Marotta stepped to the plate
and hammered his solo homer to left.
Scher added a triple to left and scored
on Jeff Hoffman’s grounder to sec-
ond that was muffed.

“Come on! They are getting all the
runs back. Let’s play some defense,”
Hrubash said.

The AJ Jersey boys did get all the
runs back to re-knot the score, 9-9,
when Rosenberg and White each
hopped a two-run single to set up the
exciting finale.
Rosie’s Wine Bar 120 060 00 9
AJ Jersey 101 160 01 10

David B. Corbin (August 25, 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPOTTING THE PHOTOGRAPHER…Lombardi & Greenkeepers catcher Larry
“Young Yogi” Berra, left, tells D&K Associates’ Lenny Yenish to smile while they
are getting their picture taken at Memorial Field in Westfield on August 16, 2005.
L&G won, 15-4, in Game 1 of the Union County 50+ Softball League playoffs.
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BEATING THE THROW...Rosie’s Wine Bar speedster Anthony Abbaleo beats out the throw to AJ Jersey first baseman
Pat Keenoy in the first inning of the 50+ B Division game at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on August 13.


