
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, August 21, 2014 Page 3

NEW BRIDAL SHOP...Exquisite Bride has opened in Westfield at 217 North
Avenue. The salon offers a modern mix of classic elegant and sophisticated
couture dresses for a bride’s special day. Picture at their grand opening, from left
to right, are: with Sherry Cronin, executive director of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC); Robert Algarin, architect; Diane Barabas of David Realty
Group; Gene Jannotti, executive director of the Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (GWACC); Jeff Armstrong; Remy Quinones, Exquisite Bride
owner; Keith Loughlin, Westfield town councilman; Dale Warn and Evelyn
Caruso of Exquisite Bride, and Sam Della Fera, Westfield councilman.

County Receives $275 K
Grant for Briant Park

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders have
announced that a grant of $275,000
has been awarded toward the restora-
tion of Briant Park in Summit and
Springfield. The grant, from the
Union County Open Space, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund, will match a state Green Acres
grant received by the Briant Park
Olmsted Conservancy.

The Union County parks system
includes 36 parks totaling more than
6,700 acres. Briant Park is 51 acres.

“Briant Park is relatively small, but
it occupies a key place in the history
of our system as an Olmsted Park and
one of the original parts of the sys-
tem,” said Freeholder Bruce Bergen,
chairman of the Union County Open
Space Trust Fund. “These improve-
ments are consistent with its historic
nature.”

Union County was among the very
first counties in the U.S. to preserve
land for public recreation, and Briant
Park was designed in the 1930’s by
the Olmsted brothers, sons of the
renowned landscape architect who
designed Central Park in New York,
Frederick Olmsted.

Like other original Union County
parks, Briant Park shares the historic
Olmsted legacy of serene natural set-
tings in the midst of a developed
urban area. Briant Park features a
paved walking path with fitness sta-
tions. The path meanders through
large grassy fields and towering trees,
and around a generously proportioned
pond.

In addition to the walking path,
activities in the park include fishing
and a tree-shaded picnic area with
grills. In past years, when colder win-
ters were the norm, local residents
also used the pond for ice skating.
Sledding is still a favorite winter ac-
tivity on the park’s gentle western
slope.

The new improvements will in-
clude a gazebo to provide a sheltered
seating area, and a new nature trail.
The new trail will be laid with wood
chips to complement the natural feel
of the park environment. Other im-
provements will include new
plantings and soil restoration, prun-
ing and removal of dead trees, new
benches including wheelchair access
to seating areas, period sign posts,
restoration of a retaining wall on the
west slope, and aesthetic improve-
ments to an existing footbridge.

Earlier this year, the Briant Park
Olmsted Conservancy (BPOC), an
independent non-profit organization,

secured a grant from the State of New
Jersey Open Space/Green Acres Pro-
gram in the amount of $275,000 to-
wards rehabilitation of the park. With
the matching Trust Fund grant ap-
proved by the freeholder board, the
total of available funding will be
$550,000.

Rich Picerno Builders, LLC of
Kenilworth has been awarded a con-
tract for the Briant Park improve-
ments in the amount of $308,294.
Additional engineering costs will be
determined pending the results of the
bidding process for that aspect of the
project.

The Union County Open Space,
Recreation, and Historic Preserva-
tion Trust Fund was established by
referendum in 2000 with overwhelm-
ing support from Union County vot-
ers. Since its inception, the Trust Fund
has enabled Union County to restore
and improve services at county parks,
contribute to local preservation and
recreation efforts, and add hundreds
of acres of preserved open space to
xounty parklands including
brownfields reclaimed for public rec-
reation.

For information on all Union
County parks and recreation activi-
ties, visit ucnj.org/parks.

Union County Completes
Strategic Recovery Report

New Report Finds Older
N.J. Pedestrians at Risk

STATE – New Jersey pedestrians
60 years and older are disproportion-
ately at risk of being killed in colli-
sions with vehicles while walking,
according to a new study by Tri-State
Transportation Campaign.

From 2003 through 2012, 453 pe-
destrians aged 60 years and older
were killed on New Jersey roads,
according to Tri-State’s report, “Older
Pedestrians at Risk: A Ten-Year Sur-
vey and Look Ahead.” Though com-
prising only 18 percent of the state’s
population, people aged 60 and older
accounted for 30 percent of the total
pedestrian fatalities during the 10-
year period. Those aged 75 years and
older represent just 6.5 percent of
New Jersey’s population, but almost
14 percent of pedestrian deaths. The
pedestrian fatality rate for New Jer-
sey residents 60 and older is nearly
twice that of residents under 60. For
residents 75 and older, the pedestrian
fatality rate is 2.5 times that of those
under 60.

“In 10 years, the share of New
Jersey residents 60 and older in-
creased from 17.3 percent of the popu-
lation to 19.7 percent— 2.4 percent-
age points,” said Renata Silberblatt,
Tri-State Transportation Campaign’s
senior analyst. “As our population
ages, it is imperative for municipali-
ties and state officials to design com-
munities with the needs of active
older residents in mind.”

Tri-State’s research showed that
Union County had the sixth highest
average older pedestrian fatality rate
of the 21 counties in New Jersey.
During the 10-year span, Union
County had 32 pedestrian fatalities
of people aged 60 and over. Atlantic
County had the highest average older
pedestrian fatality rate of any county
in New Jersey.

According to the AARP, de-
creased bone density exacerbates
injuries sustained by seniors.
Coupled with mobility issues that
hinder their ability to cross a road
quickly, this age group is particu-
larly prone to critical injuries from
car collisions.

“Despite older pedestrians’ in-
creased risk of being killed while
walking, simple roadway improve-
ments – clearly marked crosswalks,
longer crossing signals and wider
pedestrian islands – make walking
safer and easier for older residents
and younger residents alike,” noted
Veronica Vanterpool, executive di-
rector of the Tri-State Transportation
Campaign.

Tri-State recommends that: New

Jersey should prioritize roadway im-
provements in areas with high con-
centrations of older residents and
along roads with high concentrations
of pedestrian fatalities.

Tri-State says the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation
(NJDOT) should continue to
incentivize municipal and county-
level adoption of Complete Streets
policies that require the design of
all roads to accommodate the needs
of all users, including older pedes-
trians and that municipalities and
counties that have passed Complete
Streets policies should create imple-
mentation plans.

They also recommend that road
resurfacing projects should consider
including Complete Streets ele-
ments, such as sidewalks and bike
lanes, consistent with NJDOT’s
Complete Streets policy. Tri-State
also says New Jersey State Legisla-
ture should pass a vulnerable users
bill that would stiffen penalties for
drivers who kill or injure pedestri-
ans, bicyclists, highway workers or
other non-motorists using the road-
way as well as a safe passing bill that
clearly indicates how motorists
should act when passing a vulner-
able user on the roadway.

In addition, they recommend that
communities across the state should
pursue transit-oriented development,
which ensures that housing, shops
and offices are in proximity to exist-
ing bus and rail routes.

The full report, as well as county
fact sheets and maps showing the
locations of pedestrian fatalities
throughout the region can be found at
www.tstc.org.

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced the completion of the Stra-
tegic Recovery Planning Report, part
of Freeholder Chairman Christopher
Hudak’s “Union County 2030” plan-
ning initiative. The report is provides
an overview of the steps needed to
prepare for and mitigate the impact
of severe storms such as Superstorm
Sandy.

“The adage ‘if we fail to plan, we
plan to fail’ is especially relevant
given that destructive events like
Superstorm Sandy are becoming the
norm,” Freeholder Hudak said.
“Union County needs a blueprint for
the future to compete in the global
economy, and part of that involves
updating our infrastructure and emer-
gency response capabilities to face
the challenges posed by climate
change.”

Union County 2030 is a plan-
ning initiative that focuses on the
long-term creation of jobs, sus-
tainable development, transporta-
tion, and economic competitive-
ness issues.

As part of Union County’s post-
Sandy planning efforts, the report
was produced through a state Depart-
ment of Community Affairs grant
with monies obtained from federal
Sandy recovery funds. The actions
outlined in the report will enable
Union County to secure additional

funding for specific long-range plan-
ning goals.

The report will serve as a blue-
print to reduce Union County’s vul-
nerability to destructive storms
while promoting balanced eco-
nomic growth. As provided for by
the Department of Community Af-
fairs, the report focuses on “com-
munity livability” principles in-
cluding affordable housing, eco-
nomic competitiveness, support for
existing communities, and coordi-
nation with federal policies and
funding.

The report identifies a number of
areas that are candidates for addi-
tional state funding for planning pur-
poses: evacuating or providing aid to
vulnerable neighborhoods and popu-
lations; recommendations to urban
coastal towns about resilient land uses
and land use planning practices;
analysis of the Raritan Valley stream
corridor to provide recommendations
based on existing best practices; im-
proving the system for documenting
work done during an emergency and
developing a virtual “emergency op-
eration center” with full communica-
tion to all county and municipal per-
sonnel.

The report was prepared for Union
County by T&M Associates of
Middletown. To view the report or
download a free copy, ucnj.org/gov-
ernment/public-notice/

Nirvana
in our showroom today!

Summer is
ending and school

is almost here.

So, turn those
zzz’s into A’s...

ShovlinMattress.com
Shovlin Family

Your Local Mattress Makers Since 1972

GIANT LABOR DAY 

WAREHOUSE SALE 
J&S OUTLET CENTER 

Traditional � Modern � Transitional 

Antique � Runners � Rounds 

SATURDAY         8/30          10AM-5PM 

SUNDAY             8/31          12PM-5PM 

MONDAY        9/1          10AM-5PM 
BRING THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE DOOR MAT! 

52 HORSEHILL ROAD  

CEDAR KNOLLS, NEW JERSEY 07927 

RUG SALE �

UP TO 70% OFF 
3 DAYS ONLY 

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

Christie Cond. Vetoes
Bill to Bracket

BOE Candidates
TRENTON — Governor Chris

Christie has conditional vetoed a
bill that would permit two or more
candidates for school board to cir-
culate petitions jointly and be brack-
eted together on ballot for same
term.

The legislation, S-387/A-1363, is
sponsored locally by Senator Nick
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) and As-
semblywoman Linda Stender (D-
22nd, Scotch Plains) and Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20th, Elizabeth).

In his veto message the Gover-
nor said, “I am concerned that this
bill may risk the integrity of our
school elections by politicizing
them.”

He has recommended language be
included to have the New Jersey Sec-
retary of State do a review of brack-
eting BOE candidates in consulta-
tion with the Commissioner
ofEducation and to report back to the
Governor within one year of the ef-
fective date of the legislation which
is January 1st following the bill’s
signing inti law.


