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Are you 
registered  
for fall?

UNION COUNTY COLLEGE
FALL 2014 CLASSES 
BEGIN SEPTEMBER 3
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REGISTER BY 9/2 FOR CLASSES STARTING 9/3/14
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Union County Freeholders
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Garwood Lawsuit

a number of people.”
Freeholder Bruce Bergen said

Briant is the only park conservancy
in the county that has the ability to
receive Green Acres funding.

The freeholders adopted a $6.7-
million capital bond ordinance. In-
cluded in the ordinance is $3.1 mil-
lion for synthetic turf athletic fields
at Mettano Park in Elizabeth, Madi-
son Avenue Park in Rahway and
Cedar Brook Park in Plainfield. Also
included is $3.5 million for road,
bridge and culvert improvement
projects at various locations in the
county.

The board also approved a two-
year contract with Ontario, Canada-
based Purple Forge at a cost of
$35,000 to design an election app for
the Union County Clerk’s office. The
vote was 8-1, with Freeholder  Hudak
casting the lone dissenting vote.

Freeholder Hudak said he voted
no on the app resolution because he
believes the county will wind up
spending more money on the project
in the long term. He said the Christie

administration has shown an “un-
willingness to expand voting acces-
sibility in the State of New Jersey”
such as for early voting and by not
allowing electronic signatures.

“It’s a very antiquated system we
have pushing paper and it’s just kind
of silly in 2014,” Freeholder Hudak
said.

Freeholder Bergen said he believes
if the county “is going to interest
young people into voting, (and) get
them involved in the system, you
need to communicate the way they
communicate.”

“Websites don’t do it anymore. I’m
told websites are passé. If it’s not on
Facebook, if it’s not on your smart
phone it’s not going to get to them
(young people.) I think this is a fabulous
thing,” Freeholder Bergen said.

On another matter, Garwood resident
Bruce Paterson said the board should
consider reviewing the annual $75,000
appropriation to the H.E.A.R.T. (His-
tory, Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) grant program as it has not been
increased in 10 to 12 years.

In other business, the council by a
3-to-2 vote approved a resolution urg-
ing the governor and the Legislature
to approve a law mandating fire sprin-
kler systems in all newly-constructed,
one- and two-family homes as well
as townhouses. Township Construc-
tion Official Robert LaCosta made a
presentation to the council as part of
the effort by the New Jersey Building
Officials Association and the New
Jersey Fire Protection Association to
garner support for the legislation.
Councilmen Jones and Vastine voted
against the resolution, with Mr.
Vastine expressing concern about the
added expense to the cost of building
a new home.

The council is set to discuss a pos-
sible expansion of the scope of the
township’s contract with Duke Multi-
media Productions to include broad-
casting on Scotch Plains Television
not only council conference meetings
but also meetings of the planning board
and zoning board. The council last
week was set to vote to renew Duke’s
contract for another year, but at the
behest of Councilman Jones, tabled
the vote pending further discussions.
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SP Parking
claims a reduction in salary because
the council failed to cover the 1.5
percent of her salary going to her
health care benefits under new legis-
lation.

It alleged that former Police Chief
William Legg did not have to pay the
1.5 percent for his health insurance
and also was given a 3.90-percent
salary increase in 2011, which ac-
cording to the suit, violates state law
that “prohibits sex discrimination in
employment.” That charge was dis-
missed last year when the court ruled
that Ms. Ariemma and the police chief
were not equal employees.

Judge Cassidy dismissed the per-
sonal charges against Mr. Mathieu,
but he remains a defendant as a mem-
ber of council. The case is scheduled
to go to trial in October on several
counts, including a violation of CEPA,
failure to increase salary and a prohi-
bition against Ms. Ariemma receiv-
ing future longevity increases.

Ms. Ariemma currently receives
longevity payments of 6 percent over
her base salary. She is entitled, ac-
cording to the lawsuit, to receive 7
percent over her base as of 20 years
of service to the borough and 8 per-
cent over her base once she has 23
years with the borough.

The violation of CEPA claims that
Ms. Ariemma objected to the de-
mand that she accept a pay freeze,
objected to the “defendants’ viola-

tion of the Open Public Meetings
Act” with accusations they were us-
ing e-mail to “discuss and formulate
decisions” and objected to Mr.
Mathieu’s actions by “advising him
that a violation of the law occurs
when you underfund a budget.”

In the 21-page complaint, Ms.
Ariemma described Mr. Mathieu as
“angry, accusatory and excessively
authoritative” when in 2011, as fi-
nance committee chairman, he ex-
pelled her from a budget committee
meeting. It accused him of “intimi-
dation,” “harassment” and “retalia-
tion,” and after she complained about
his conduct, the complaint said his
“anger and hostility” against her con-
tinued to the point where she was
afraid to go to the grocery store.

The complaint also made note that
he moved her garbage cans from the
curb to the rear of her property.

Ms. Ariemma was on vacation and
could not be reached for comment.
Mr. Mathieu’s lawyer did not return
calls for comment.

Mr. Antonelli said last week that
the dismissal of the charges against
Mr. Mathieu individually does not
hurt his case. “As far as we are con-
cerned we are ready to proceed with
the trial. The most significant and
serious charges are going to trial, and
we don’t believe anything done to-
day has affected the merits of our
case.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALL-AMERICAN MUSIC...Visitors of all ages enjoy the music of Jersey Sound,
which performed during the final 2014 Village Green Summer Concert Series last
Thursday at Scotch Plains’ Alan Augustine Village Green. Courtesy Of Edward Orr

SERENE SCENE...Tristan and Adria Orr keep up with local news in The
Westfield Leader on Serenity Beach during their visit to The Dominican Republic
the week of August 10 through August 17.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SWEET RIDE...Visitors admire classic cars during Cruiser Night in Cranford
last Thursday. More than 150 vehicles were featured, along with music, activities
for all ages, demonstrations and free giveaways.

Neighbors in Dispute Over
Westfield Gatehouse Prop.

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The owner of a
much-loved Westfield building has
caused controversy after she revealed
plans to rebuild following a fire.

Lisa Varandas, owner of the
Gatehouse, in the historic Wychwood
area, had just bought the property
when an electrical fault caused a fire
that damaged the building in Decem-
ber 2013.

Earlier this month, Ms. Varandas,
aware of local affection for the
Gatehouse, organized a neighbor-
hood meeting to discuss her plans for
the property.

She told the gathering of around
30 people that she believed there
were two options.

The first was a subdivision of the
plot, which stands on the corner of
Wychwood Road and East Broad
Street, which would see two “sister
houses” of around 3,500 square feet
built, both reflecting, as much as pos-
sible, the characteristics of the origi-
nal building. The second option was
to demolish what remains of the
Gatehouse and to build a house of
around 7,000 to 8,000 square feet,
which would then be sold.

A number of people at the meeting
expressed their disappointment that
Ms. Varandas had no plans to rebuild
the original Gatehouse, but she said
this would not be possible as it would
be too expensive.

One attendee, who wished to re-
main anonymous, said, “I feel as
though she bought the house in good
faith but, after the fire, she has seen
an opportunity to make money out of
it and she is determined to do that
now.

“We weren’t given any informa-
tion about how much it would cost to
rebuild the house or how much insur-
ance she was expecting to receive.”

Amy Jester, who helped fight plans
to subdivide the sister gatehouse on
the other side of Wychwood Road,
said, “The Gatehouse at Wychwood’s
South Gate has been a landmark in
this community since 1928. Although
not protected as an historic home, it is
indeed a true, historic and treasured
landmark in the Town of Westfield. I
believe that when an individual pur-
chases such a landmark, there is an

inherent responsibility to maintain,
protect and as need be, to repair and
restore, as is the case with the
Gatehouse.” But Ms. Varandas
pointed out that, had she just wanted
to make money, she would not have
consulted her neighbors.

“I organized the meeting because I
knew people in Wychwood cared very
deeply about the Gatehouse and I
wanted to go forward with the sup-
port of my neighbors,” she said.

“It is too expensive to restore the
house exactly as it was but I am
looking to build two sister houses
that look as though they belong there.
I could just have sold the land and a
developer would put a 7,000-square-
foot house on there.”

Ms. Varandas said she planned to
discuss possible options with an ar-
chitect.

Opponents of the plans were urged
to attend public meetings to oppose
any application for a variance.

Garwood BOE Introduces
Larson as New Bus. Admin.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Eric Larson was
introduced as the Garwood School
District’s new business administrator
at Tuesday’s Board of Education
meeting, having begun his one-year
contract July 1 in a shared-services
agreement with the Mountainside
Board of Education.

With no regular meeting held in
July, school board President Chris-
tine Guerriero announced the hiring
of Mr. Larson to an audience of about
a half dozen in the foyer of Lincoln
School on Second Avenue.

The entranceway served as a make-
shift meeting room amid halls
stacked with chairs, desks, cleaning
supplies and other equipment be-
cause the cafeteria was being cleaned
in preparation for the opening of the
school year.

Mr. Larson, who works three days
a week at Mountainside and two days
a week in Garwood, replaces interim
business administrator Michael
Donow, who had served for the pre-
vious year following the resignation
of Janine Murray and short-term re-
placement Mark Resnick.

The Garwood board hired Mr.
Larson after he served the past one-
and-a-half years as the school admin-
istrator in Denville, and had worked
in the financial industry for Lehman
Bros. and Deloitte & Touche.

The board also disclosed Tuesday
that it was looking to hire a contractor
to repair a fallen ceiling in Washing-
ton School on East Street. Although
the school was taken “offline” in
2010-2011, it has been used by the
Garwood Family Center YMCA for
the past two years.

The ceiling, which fell in one class-
room in the early morning hours in
May, forced the YMCA to use Lin-
coln School during the summer. Mr.
Larson said the board received three
estimates, ranging from $170,000 to
$472,000.

However, board member Adele
Lewis and Ms. Guerriero noted that
none of the contractors that submit-
ted bids had their New Jersey Depart-
ment of Property Management and
Construction (DPMC) certification,
required for doing work on schools.

Mr. Larson said he expected at
least one bid by Thursday, and Mrs.
Lewis said only a little work remained,

leaving hope that the building can be
in use by mid-September.

In other action Tuesday, the board
approved spending $175,110 to
change Lincoln School from fluores-
cent lighting to light emitting diodes
or LEDs. The project will be financed
at 2.4 percent over five years. The
cost will be offset by $18,000 in state
subsidies. The money will be recov-
ered in reduced energy costs in three
years and 10 months, the board said.

Mr. Larson said he expected to
have the school retrofitted with the
LED lighting by October.

An $8,820 contract with Realtime
Information Technology for student
information software was renewed
with the inclusion of “Parent Portals”
– in essence a website parents can use
to access their children’s grades. The
portals should be available by the end
of the first marking period on No-
vember 5, Superintendent Teresa
Quigley said.

The BOE also approved a $5 in-
crease in the student activity fee to
$45. Each student will pay the fee for
each sport he or she participates in.
The $120 fee for the annual seventh-
grade, thee-day trip to Stokes State
Forest in Branchville remained un-
changed.

BOE Education Committee Chair-
woman Barbara Greet announced the
school had taken delivery of 250
“Chromebooks” for students’ use. A
Chromebook is essentially a laptop
computer that runs on the Google-
developed Chrome operating system
and is designed to run programs on
the Internet.

While largely intended for the
middle-school students, some will
be available for the elementary
grades. Ms. Guerriero said that some
issues regarding the devices had not
been resolved, like who would be
responsible for repairs if a student
took the computer home and it was
damaged. Therefore, it had not been
decided if the students would be
allowed to remove the computers
from the school.

And the board adopted a revised
school calendar that has the first day
of school on Thursday, September 4,
and finishing Wednesday, June 17.
The revisions included a change in
the “Back to School Night” from
Thursday, September 11, to Thurs-
day, September 18.

MS Council Votes to Limit
Political Contributions
By KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Good gover-
nance practices and personnel matters
dominated the discussions at
Tuesday’s meeting of the borough
council.

Council members approved an or-
dinance on second reading to regu-
late political contributions in the bor-
ough. The ordinance provides that no
professional entity that submits a bid
or provides professional services in-
cluding banking, consulting or insur-
ance coverage services to the com-
munity can contribute monetary or
“in kind” contributions in excess of
$300 in a Primary or General Elec-
tion and no group of individuals such
as principals, partners, or family
members living in the same home can
contribute more than $2,500 to all
borough council candidates, politi-
cal parties, or political action com-
mittees.

The penalties for violating the terms
of the ordinance include being dis-
qualified from eligibility to bid on
future contracts for a period of four
years and the immediate termination
of any contracts in effect at the time of
the violation.

In addition, the council voted to
require two signatures on any checks
issued on behalf of the borough. The
authorized co signors are Mayor Paul
Mirabelli, Council President Keith
Turner, Chief Financial Officer Jill
Goode, and/or James Debbie, the bor-
ough administrator.

The council unanimously voted in

favor of appointing Kenneth Mirabelli
to fill the vacant position as communi-
cations officer for the Mountainside
Police Department. The council also
approved salary adjustments for Ms.
Goode, and Mr. Debbie and approved
the appointment of Thomas McGowan
to the Mountainside Volunteer Fire
Department.

During the public comment portion
of the meeting a resident representing
several homeowners on Poplar Av-
enue described run off conditions
which have caused significant erosion
in the area and expressed concern about
the potential for the development of
sinkholes.

Mayor Mirabelli advised the group
that Michael Disko, the borough’s en-
gineer, had investigated the situation
and was in the process of preparing a
report. The Mayor noted that it was
possible the unique conditions in the
area, which include a river, may have
complicated the situation because it
might require the involvement of the
State Department of Environmental
Protection. The Mayor promised that
the council would continue to monitor
the area.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a $500 donation to the Deerfield
School PTA to support its Fall Festival
which will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 18, and voted to award the contract
for the repaving of Darby Lane to
Midwest Construction. The amount
of the amount of the contract is
$274,573.

The Council will hold its next meet-
ing on Tuesday, September 2.

Youth and Family Services in Lin-
den, as well as from Boy Scouts and
Honor Society students. “You can’t
do everything for a dollar,” Mr.
Ebersole stated. “You have to give
people who want to do the right thing
the means of safely getting rid of
dangerous things that we have in our
lives and homes.”

Mr. Ebersole joined three other
awardees as Volunteer of the Month.
All four represented The Flintlocks,
an association of former Boy Scouts
that Mr. Ebersole co-founded in 1988,
who mentor and provide community
service. Mr. Ebersole, who is 91, has
been involved with Boy Scouts for 79
years.

In other news, Councilman Tom
Kranz reported that the board of health
will introduce an ordinance at the
upcoming October meeting, which
will require any purveyor of elec-
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Fanwood Council
tronic cigarettes to purchase a $200
permit annually. The money would
be used to fund smoking enforce-
ment sting operations, in which un-
dercover minors attempt to purchase
cigarettes; if they succeed, the board
of health imposes a fine and citation
on the seller.

Mayor Mahr introduced a recently
produced “Fanwood Citizens’ Re-
port” that has been mailed to resi-
dents. She said that it is the “first of
its kind for a municipality in New
Jersey.” The report follows guide-
lines from the Association of Gov-
ernment Accounts, a national organi-
zation that promotes citizen-centered
communications. It is meant to pro-
vide easily understandable informa-
tion about government priorities and
budgets to citizens.

The next meeting of the Council
will be on Tuesday, Sept. 2, at 7 p.m.

Photo Courtesy of Eleanor McGovern
LOCAL TALENT...Greg Cummings, former Fanwood Planning Board chair-
man, was recognized by Mayor Colleen Mahr and the Fanwood Council Tuesday
for winning first place in the County Sr. Art Contest photography category.

Scotch Plains Road Work


