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SP Council Approves Parking
Limits On Homestead Terrace
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council voted last week to ap-
prove new parking restrictions on
Homestead Terrace near Brunner El-
ementary School in an effort to in-
crease traffic safety and student safety.
But the council reserved the right to
re-visit the ordinance later in the 2014-
2015 school year to assess its effi-
cacy.

By a 4-to-1 vote, with Council-
woman Colleen Gialanella dissent-
ing, the council enacted an ordinance
that prohibits parking on the north
side of Homestead Terrace from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. on school days from
Cedar Brook Road to Muir Terrace

and on the south side of Homestead
Terrace from Cedar Brook Road to
Westfield Road. An identical ordi-
nance for Homestead was proposed
several years ago but failed to gain
support

Police Chief Brian Mahoney told
the council that the issue of student
drop-off and pick-up has been a safety
concern for “a number of years.” He
said the police department is trying,
through the ordinance, to “move the
parking and spread the parking” to
adjacent streets. At the council’s pub-
lic hearing on the ordinance on Au-
gust 12, a half dozen Homestead Ter-
race residents spoke, with most op-
posing its enactment. One home-
owner said the restrictions would

“take away from the charm of the
neighborhood” while another said all
that would result is increased parking
on neighboring streets, adding that
the ordinance would “not resolving
anything.” Another Homestead Ter-
race resident called for a solution that
did not affect Homestead Terrace
homeowners in favor of what the
resident termed “some entitled school
parents.” William McLaughlin,
though, supported the ordinance, say-
ing similar restrictions on nearby
Redwood Terrace were working.

Mrs. Gialanella said she opposed
the new restrictions because she did
not believe they were the only solu-
tion. “I don’t believe [the ordinance]
makes it any safer for the kids,” she
said, and she predicted that the prob-
lems currently seen on Homestead
Terrace will be seen on other streets
near the school.

Others on the council favored the
change, with Councilman William
Vastine saying that “the safety of small
children” was his focus in deciding to
support the ordinance. But he cau-
tioned that the restrictions were “not
the end-all answer,” but more of a
“stop-gap measure” until a more per-
manent solution can be found. Deputy
Mayor Michael Marcus said that while
he was sympathetic to the concerns of
Homestead Terrace residents, “safety
is of paramount importance.” He said
he was “wary” of opposing the recom-
mendations of the police department.

After Councilman Llewellyn Jones
asked whether sunset provisions
could be added to the ordinance so
that the restrictions would expire af-
ter a certain period of time, the coun-
cil instead agreed to evaluate how
well the new restrictions are working
later in the school year. “If it doesn’t
work,” Mayor Kevin Glover said, “we
can repeal it.”

DeTrolio Retires, Cryan In;
County OK’s Briant Pk. $

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County Un-
dersheriff Vincent DeTrolio will re-
tire at the end of the month after 36
years in the sheriff’s department, the
last 13 years as undersheriff.

With his retirement, the depart-
ment will be under the leadership of
Undersheriff Joseph Cryan, who is
serving as acting sheriff since the
death of long-time Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich on July 20, and Undersher-
iff Gerry Green, Jr.

Mr. DeTrolio earned an associate’s
degree from Union County College
in 1978 and a bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from Kean University. He
served in the United States Army in
Vietnam from 1970 to 1971, where
he held the rank of sergeant.

He joined the county sheriff’s de-
partment in 1978 as a sheriff’s of-
ficer. Prior to being named undersh-
eriff, Mr. DeTrolio was a sheriff’s
office captain from 1997 to 2000 and
was a lieutenant and sergeant for seven
years prior to that. As undersheriff he
supervised the department’s identifi-
cation bureau from 1995 to 2014, the
firearm’s unit from 1993 to 2001, and
the emergency medical response team
from 1997 to 2014. He served three
years as president of the Superior
Officers Association FOP Lodge 103
and three years as president of the
Sheriffs Policemen’s  Benevolent
Association Local 108.

“We thank you so much for every-
thing you have done,” Freeholder
Chairman Chris Hudak said. He also
thanked the undersheriff for the “ut-
most professionalism from which you
conducted your duties over so many
years.”

Mr. DeTrolio said it was “an honor
and a privilege to work in Union
County for the last 36 years.”

“I’ve seen how government can CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

work and how it can work well,” he
said.

In other business, the freeholders
awarded a $308,294 contract to Rich
Picerno Builders, LLC of Kenilworth
for improvements to Briant Park in
Summit. Additional engineering costs
will be determined pending the re-
sults of the bidding process for that
aspect of the project.

New improvements to the park will
include a gazebo to provide a shel-
tered seating area, a new nature trail
laid with wood chips, new plantings
and soil restoration, new benches in-
cluding wheelchair access to seating
areas, period sign posts, restoration
of a retaining wall on the west slope,
and aesthetic improvements to an
existing footbridge.

Two members of the Briant Park
Olmsted Conservancy from Summit
thanked the freeholders for matching
a $275,000 grant the conservancy
received from the New Jersey Open
Space/Green Acres Program. A total
of $550,000 will now be available for
improvements for the 51-acre park.

According to a county press re-
lease, the park was designed in the
1930s by the Olmsted brothers, sons
of the renowned landscape architect
who designed Central Park in New
York, Frederick Olmsted.

Michael Vernotico, vice-president
of the conservancy, said the project
will be of “great importance to the
county, particularly the residents of
Springfield and Summit.”

Anton Evers, past president of the
conservancy, said the group has been
working for the past 12 years to get
improvements to be made to Briant
Park.

“And we finally have now been
successful,” Mr. Evers said. “I think
once it’s (improvements) done you’ll
see a beautiful park which is used by
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Mathieu Removed As Indiv.
Defendant In GW Lawsuit

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – A New Jersey State
Superior Court judge has removed
Garwood Councilman Jim Mathieu
as an individual defendant in a law-
suit brought by Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma that also named the
borough, the mayor and borough
council.

“I’m very happy,” said Mr. Mathieu
at last week’s council meeting. “It’s
just great to know that I can’t be held
personally liable for my political be-
liefs and my votes on council. The
effects otherwise would have been
devastating to home rule in New Jer-
sey.

“I was always confident it would
be dismissed,” he added. “But again,
it definitely can be terrifying for a
councilman and his family. I think
that was really the purpose all along.
To basically cow people who have
contrary views, and I’m just glad that
it didn’t work.”

Judge Karen Cassidy, Union
County’s assignment judge sitting in
Elizabeth, removed Mr. Mathieu in

an oral ruling from the bench, declar-
ing that Mr. Mathieu is not Ms.
Ariemma’s employer, according to
Ms. Ariemma’s attorney Daniel
Antonelli. Mr. Mathieu was named
individually in a count alleging vio-
lation of the New Jersey Conscien-
tious Employee Protection Act.

“We respectfully disagree with the
court’s decision and do believe he is
an employer. Obviously, the court
ruled differently,” Mr. Antonelli said.
“He is her supervisor. She reports to
him and to the others. He certainly
conducted himself as an employer by
making demands of her that she agree
to a freeze in wages, give up certain
benefits.”

The lawsuit was filed in 2012 with
claims that Ms. Ariemma was denied
pay raises two years in a row – 3.9
percent in 2011 and 3.75 percent in
2012  -  which she says is in violation
of a state statute.

The lawsuit asserts she is entitled
to the same increases given to mem-
bers of the police department and
department of public works. It also

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOMETOWN SOUND...Jersey Sound entertains the crowd at the final 2014 Village Green Summer Concert Series last
Thursday. Presented by the Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Committee, the concerts took place at the Alan Augustine Village
Green in Scotch Plains.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DANCIN’ TO THE MUSIC...Adults and kids show off their moves to the music
of featured band Jersey Sound during the final installment of the 2014 Village
Green Summer Concert Series last Thursday at the Alan Augustine Village
Green in Scotch Plains.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
IN GOOD VOICE...Angie Murano, 87, of Fanwood acts out the words during a
sing-along with her friends during the “Senior Shindig” ice cream social Monday
afternoon at The Chelsea Senior Living Center in Fanwood.

Fanwood Council Tables
Parking Permit Cost Increases

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At the borough
council’s regular meeting Tuesday
night, Mayor Colleen Mahr an-
nounced that the council has tabled a
resolution to increase the cost of
Fanwood Train Station parking per-
mits for out-of-towners for the time
being.

The mayor said she was “quite
dismayed to see what I felt was a very
inflammatory editorial in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times accusing this

council of playing politics when it
came to how we treat our friends in
Scotch Plains.”

The editorial noted that raising out-
of-town rates would disproportion-
ately affect Scotch Plains residents
who use the Fanwood lot, and sug-
gested that the rate increase might be
politically motivated, following set-
backs in the two towns’ attempts to
merge their police forces.

After conferring with Scotch Plains
Mayor Kevin Glover, and Council-
woman Colleen Gialanella, the
Fanwood Council has decided to in-
ternally review its decision to raise
rates before proceeding. Of the Times’
editorial, Mayor Mahr said, “I don’t
know what [The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times’] purpose was, but I
can say that they didn’t get anywhere
because we have a good working
relationship with the mayor and coun-
cilwoman [Gialanella.]”

Resolutions to reject bids for the
skate park that came in higher than
estimated, and to apply for a 2014
Union County Kids Recreation Grant
for a new park building freezer and
tennis court repairs, went through as
planned.

A resolution to reject a recent bid
for curbside recycling also passed as
planned. During the public portion of
the meeting, Fanwood Recycling
Center founder Alan Ebersole spoke
for 15 minutes in support of the recy-

cling center. He explained that while
the recycling center does not provide
curbside pickup, it does process haz-
ardous recyclables that would other-
wise be highly inconvenient to dis-
pose of.

Mr. Ebersole mentioned mercury-
filled electronic hearing aid batteries
as an example. It could take six
months for an individual to collect a
teacup-full of such batteries. A hear-
ing aid-enabled senior citizen would
have to drive to an unfamiliar loca-
tion for one of the bi-annual county-
sponsored hazardous waste days in
order to prevent these batteries from
being incinerated with other garbage
and spewing mercury into the air.

Mr. Ebersole added fluorescent
bulbs, CDs, DVDs, ink cartridges
and electronics to the list of things the
recycling center accepts and curbside
recycling would reject. He also said
that during the past month the center
processed four tons of appliances,
including propane tanks and lawn
mowers. The center requests a $5
donation to recycle such goods,
whereas garbage collection agencies
would charge a non-negotiable fee
closer to $35 to take them to the
landfill.

Finally, Mr. Ebersole spoke of the
volunteer community the center sup-
ports, which comes from county
courts and probation systems and
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Photo Courtesy of Eleanor McGovern
HIGH ACHIEVER...Kelsey O’Connor of Fanwood, an honor student at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School who also is a champion Irish dancer and very
involved in community service, received a special Achievement Award on
Tuesday from Mayor Colleen Mahr and the Fanwood Borough Council.


