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Cranford Fire Department
Holds Ceremony for Staff

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford Fire
Department held a ceremony, to
a packed town hall, for new hires
and advancements within the de-
partment Tuesday at the Town-
ship Committee meeting. The fire
department hired two new pro-
bationary firefighters, Mark
Bagniewski and Jason Kardel;
Arthur Anderson and Brian
Ingraham were advanced to lieu-
tenant; and Jonathan Wojcik and
Andrew Stratton were advanced
to captain.

Captains John Talbot and Will-
iam Merwede retired effective
August 1.

Capt. Stratton and Capt. Wojcik
are 16-year veterans of the de-
partment.

Lt. Anderson holds 15 years of
service to the department and Lt.
Ingraham has served 12 years
with the department.

Probationary Firefighter
Bagniewski holds a degree in civil
engineering and Probationary
Firefighter Kardel is a certified
mechanic.

The committee also presented a
proclamation for Barbara Ragone’s
service to the Cranford Volunteer
First Aid Squad to her daughter,
Barbara Cicalese Ragone, and First
Aid Squad member Art Nathan.
Ms. Ragone passed away July 9.
She was a 40-year active member
of the squad.

Mayor Andis Kalnins and Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato noted the
death of Larry Furho, the town-
ship historian and a retired
Cranford High School history
teacher. “He created some of the
history of Cranford,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

Derek Brooks, a 32-year resi-
dent of Cranford, asked the com-
mittee to attend the Wednesday,
August 20 planning board meet-

ing, where an application will be
heard regarding a proposed
mixed-use building that seeks
variances, including parking. Mr.
Brooks said that parking on
Buchanan Street, where he re-
sides, is congested and “has
caused accidents.”

“This is a serious situation,” he
said.

The applicant for the mixed-use
building has stated that residents
and customers could park off-
street, including Buchanan Street,
since his application does not sup-
ply sufficient on-site parking.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said she is working with the traf-
fic division of the police depart-
ment on the matter of parking on
Buchanan Street.

Mr. Brooks also invited the com-
mittee to attend a block party on
Saturday, August 30, to meet
other residents on the street to
discuss their concerns.

Mayor Kalnins said he, along
with other officials, will go to
Congress on Wednesday, Sep-

tember 10, to present the peti-
tion supporting the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ Study on the
Rahway River Basin Flooding Re-
duction. The mayor asked area
residents to sign the petition. The
link is found on the homepage —
cranford.com/township.

Salaries and wages for certain
positions in the township were
passed under an ordinance as part
of an ongoing effort to “bring some
stability and certainty to positions,”
Deputy Mayor Adubato said.

Paley Construction was awarded
the low bid contract of $766,708
to complete renovations to the
exterior and first floor of the
municipal building. This is funded
by an insurance settlement from
damages caused by Hurricane
Irene, Mayor Kalnins said.

The township’s audit of its fi-
nancial records for 2013 was filed
under resolution. Commissioner
Tom Hannen, Jr. said, “Too many
of the recommendations on the
report were carryovers from the
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GARWOOD – Emergency man-
agement coordinator Emmit Gar-
ner hopes to complete an up-
dated “hazard communications
plan” by November, the first re-
vision since 2010 that will con-
form to new federal guidelines
and regulations.

Mr. Garner, a Marine veteran of
the Vietnam War and nearly 30-
year Garwood resident, took over
the position earlier this year at
the request of Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi, and undertook the
update, which will be submitted
to county officials. They, in turn,
will combine it with other munici-
palities’ submissions before for-
warding it to the New Jersey
State Police and federal authori-
ties.

“The 2010 program focused on
the 21 (Union County) borough/
cities together as hazards, county
wide,” Mr. Garner told the
Garwood council Tuesday during
the work session of its semi-
monthly meeting. “The focus for
2014, or 2015, when it’s imple-
mented, will be jurisdictional. In
other words, my main concern
and plans will cover with what we
have here in Garwood that we
deal with.”

Mr. Garner has identified the
borough’s primary hazard as
flooding along South Avenue as
well as the Center Street under-
pass, and flash flooding. Further
work on what he called mitiga-
tion will be to meet with engi-
neers, scheduled for Thursday.
But he also noted that the 2014
focus includes a broader approach
of regionalization and “mutual
aid,” drawing on resources avail-
able in neighboring municipali-
ties.

The plan will be made available
to the council before being sub-
mitted to county officials.

Mr. Garner will be able to incor-
porate two military surplus
Humvees, acquired by the police
department at no cost to the
borough. Councilman and police
committee chairman Mike Mar-
tin alerted the council that the
department recently had ac-
quired the two diesel vehicles,
valued at approximately $40,000
each, along with four additional
mounted tires, through a website
that makes available surplus
military equipment to munici-
palities at little or no cost.

Police department personnel
took possession of the Humvees
at Fort Dix and have stored them
at the Department of Public Works
property on South Avenue. They
are not for everyday use, Mr.
Martin said, but were acquired
for emergency purposes: floods,
snow, hurricanes, etc.

While a 2.5-ton transport truck
also was available, Chief Bruce
Underhill and his senior staff de-
cided against that, determining
it was too big for the borough’s
purposes.

In other matters, the council
said it hoped to have a resolution
ready for consideration at its next
meeting on August 26 that will
ask Cranford to widen the capac-
ity of the Orchard Brook.

At its last meeting in July, the
council was told by Borough En-
gineer Don Guarriello that the
main cause of recent flash flood-
ing experienced by residents on
the south side of the town, par-
ticularly Spruce Avenue, was due
to the relatively narrow culverts
along the Garwood Brook. He
specifically identified the two
under the bridges at both ends of
the Pathmark parking lot, under
the Raritan Valley rail line and
under the intersection at Lincoln
and South Avenues.

Garwood has been prohibited
Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

PACKED HOUSE...Cranford residents pack the room Tuesday night at the
Township Committee meeting for the special fire department ceremony with
promotions, retirements and new hires.
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Garwood to Update Hazard
Plan, Hears Field Delays


