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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mo Wright retired 12 straight
batters in a row and shut out the
Netherwood Bar & Grill in the
final six innings, while the Stage
House bats came quite alive in
the middle innings to gallop to a
20-3 victory in Game 2 of the
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League A Division championship
series at Jerseyland Field in
Scotch Plains on August 5.

The second-seeded
Netherwood had humiliated the
top-seeded Stage House 25-18

in a comedy of errors, so Game 3
would determine which team
would rule the A Division roost
until next year.

For two teams with power per-
sonified, Wright’s brilliance on
the mound was stunning. After
yielding eight hits and no walks
in the first three innings, he per-
mitted just two singles and a
walk in the next six of the nine-
inning game. In fact, all 10 hits
that the Netherwood had were
limited to singles.

Kevin Woodring had two of
those singles, while scoring once,

and Billy Aumenta singled twice.
Kevin Spellman rapped a two-
run single. Steve Brainard and
Gus Alvarez each singled and
scored the other runs. Joe Tufaro,
Jarrod Pence and Brady Lau each
added a single and Jeff Bendix
drew the sole walk.

The Stage House had plenty of
horses in their 27-hit barrage.
Todd Simo (3 hits, 3 runs) blasted
a grand slam home run and added
an RBI single. Tony Wargo
homered, tripled, singled twice,
scored four times, had five RBI
and drew an intentional walk.
Tim Rasch rapped a pair of RBI

singles and an RBI double and
scored twice. Wright singled four
times and scored once. Aaron
Richards hit everything but a
home run, walked, scored three
times and had two RBI.

Wargo opened the scoring with
a solo home run to right-center in
the top of the first. Stage House

added a run in the second when
Richards plunked a double over
first and scored on Pete Brown’s
RBI sacrifice fly to center.
Netherwood promptly tied the
score when Alvarez and Woodring
both singled and scored on
Spellman’s single to left.

After Netherwood centerfielder
Lau made a sliding catch for the
first out of the third inning, Simo
singled and scored on Wargo’s
triple that landed on the basket-
ball court and deflected back into
play. Brainard and Lau led off the
Netherwood third with singles,
but Simo, playing second base,
fielded a grounder, tagged Lau
and fired to first to complete a
double play, while Brainard’s
pinch runner scored.

With the scored tied entering

SIMO HAMMERS GRAND SLAM, GETS 5 RBI; WARGO WHACKS HR, 3B, 5 RBI, GOES 4-FOR-4

Stage House Awakens, Stuns Netherwood, 20-3, in Game 2

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader


