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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Guardians of the Galaxy”
Defenseless

2 popcorns

By Michael S. Goldberger

film critic

If director James Gunn’s “Guard-
ians of the Galaxy,” the latest action
adventure to spring from Marvel
Comics’s voluminous library, had to
list its content in FDA style, the first
ingredient, occupying fully 90 per-
cent of the film, would read Special
Effects. Then, in descending order
by quantity, would be listed: Typical
Rehashed Plot; Numerous Familiar
Intergalactic Characters, synthetically
modified; Entertainingly Anomalous
Rock Tunes to get the oldsters tap-
ping their toes; and 4 percent par-
tially redeeming witticisms.

Adherents and fanatics of the Mar-
vel Empire who’d doubtless skip
Grandma’s funeral to attend Comic-
Con, will see this modern efferves-
cence in pilgrimage droves, mostly
to be amused, but also to ensure that
the adaptation from page to reel meets
kosher standards. The rest of us, the
Great Unwashed inescapably re-
minded by such fare that we are no
longer the guardians of popular cul-
ture, must wonder what circumstance
caused our presence in the theater
where this contemporary calliope was
spewing its steam.

Serving as the Lewis and Clark for
others who share my beside the point
status, I am here to report that, alas, a
viewing of the colorful cacophony,
which might have been a real boon
back when we were dropping out and
tuning in, has no Ponce De león ef-
fect. Gazing into the mirror the morn-
ing after straining my gray matter
trying to assimilate all the places and
characters in the “Guardians of the
Galaxy” realm, there they still
were…Mom and Dad. Ah, who wants
to look like Errol Flynn in his prime
anyway?

However, approaching the point of
the review where I proclaim truth be
told, it would take little stretch of the
imagination to propose that this so-
called cutting edge, sci-fi fantasy is
merely a repurposed, space-aged ver-
sion of “The Maltese Falcon” (1941).
The protagonist, Peter Quill, aka Star-
Lord, played by Chris Pratt, even
alludes to the similarity when inquir-
ing into the mysterious powers of the
orb he has just stolen…that objet d’
obsession Hitchcock dubbed the
McGuffin.

Yep, everyone from here to infinity
is after it. While we’re not exactly
sure what it does, the aggressive por-
tion of the universe is counting on it
facilitating world domination, while
those on the idealistic side of the aisle
hope it holds the secret of life. Of
course Pete, our all-American drifter
antihero, rebuffs any ambitions other
than a quick buck, or unit, as money
is now called. For reasons scatteringly
outlined in the prologue, he is a cynic,
beholden to no ethos or creed other
than his survival. Think that’ll
change?

 Putting his iconoclastic stance in
perspective, we are soon introduced
to those multifarious life forms per-
haps even more roguish than he. This
includes four disparate sorts who,
proving that politics makes strange
bedfellows even in the Brave New
World, will form the title alliance.
Some join in for the possible fortune,
others to settle a score.

 Supplying the potential love inter-
est, Zoe Saldana is Gamora, discon-
tent adopted daughter of the
supervillain, Thanos. She’s got a
grudge. Seeking plunder, Rocket
Raccoon, a genetically engineered
curmudgeon described as a freelance
criminal by those websites in the
know, has loyalty only to his body-
guard/foil, Groot, who Joyce Kilmer
would more or less agree is a tree.
Rounding out our motley worthies is
Drax, a Skull Murphy look-alike who,
were he an Earthling, would prob-
ably wrestle professionally.

The Guardians travel the galaxy
hither and thither, hesitant to relin-
quish their mutual mistrust. Either
running toward or away from those
evil powers that would vaporize them
in a Neptunian minute, they make
stops at locales and watering holes
reminiscent of those imagined in “Star
Wars” (1977). Along the way, direc-
tor Gunn feeds us crumbs of lore and
exposition in Hansel and Gretel fash-
ion.

 The metaphors run rampant as the
curious quintet exchange barbs, bon
mots and, in the unintentional pursuit
of egalitarian comradery, verbalize
every begrudging conciliation short
of singing “Getting to Know You.”
Too bad the wit that results from the
gang’s incessantly sarcastic repartees
is compromised by the same old,
same old.

 The example in movie history is
obvious. The Westerns of the 1920s
and ‘30’s were reconfigured into the
detective/film noir movies of the
1940s and ‘50’s, and ultimately im-
pressed into service for this genre.
While this is all well and good for
those who haven’t yet burned a few
decades of storylines onto their hard
drives, there just isn’t enough varia-
tion on the theme to pique the interest
of more educated cinema palates.

 Still, it behooves to note that my
young emissary to the generation for
whom this film was intended informs
that his high priests have deemed the
space opera a proper homage to its
comic book source. A respectful tear
in his eye, he evidently despaired
that, in my distant and unperceiving
world, “Guardians of the Galaxy” is
just a derivative mass of special ef-
fects.

...
“Guardians of the Galaxy,” rated

PG-13, is a Walt Disney Motion Pic-
tures release directed by James Gunn
and stars Chris Pratt, Zoe Saldana
and the voice of Bradley Cooper.
Running time: 121 minutes.

Free Lessons Available
In Beginning Bridge

AREA — Essex Bridge Center
will offer Beginning Bridge Les-
sons starting in September. The
morning sessions will begin Mon-
day, September 8, and will run from
9:10 to 11:40 a.m. Evening ses-
sions also will begin September 8
and will run from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
The first six weeks of this series
are free.

No partner is necessary and free
light refreshments will be served.
Essex Bridge Center is located up-
stairs at VFW Post 2856 at 95 W.
Mount Pleasant  Avenue in
Livingston. For further informa-
tion, visit essexbridgecenter.com
or call (973) 535-9262.

St. John’s Reveals Debut
Of Summit Concert Series

SUMMIT – The St. John’s Sum-
mit Concert Series (SJSCS) has
announced that its inaugural 2014-
2015 season will begin on Sunday,
October 19, with a performance by
the Vienna Boys Choir and will
subsequently include eight con-
certs, ending in May 2015. Each
concert will take place at St. John’s
Lutheran Church, located at 587
Springfield Avenue in Summit.

The SJSCS is sponsoring a di-
verse array of musicians in addi-
tion to the Vienna Boys Choir, in-
cluding the Princeton Brass Band,
the New Jersey Symphony Cham-
ber Orchestra, Yale University’s
The Baker’s Dozen and interna-
tionally-renowned pianist Haochen
Zhang. Shows are typically sched-
uled to occur once a month over
the course of the season.

“We are very excited to have
attracted such accomplished mu-

sicians to launch our first season,”
said Kenneth Bryson, president of
SJSCS and the inspiration for the
SJSCS’ formation. “These are tal-
ented and well-recognized per-
formers who have expressed their
eagerness to support our mission.”

SJSCS was established in 2014
as a non-profit, church-sponsored
organization dedicated to bringing
a variety of musical genres to the
surrounding community that will
appeal to a broad audience, re-
gardless of faith, background or
tradition.

“This is a great opportunity to
use music as a means to deepen the
spirit of community among the resi-
dents of Summit and the surround-
ing area,” Mr. Bryson continued.
“The ultimate success of the St.
John’s Summit Concert Series will
depend on the support of local
families and businesses, and we
are confident that the people of
Summit and the neighboring towns
will respond positively to our ef-
forts.”

For the full concert schedule and
information on how to support the
organization, visit the SJSCS
website,  s t johnssummit.org/
concertseries or facebook.com/
stjohnssummitconcertseries.

Photo Courtesy of Liberty Hall Museum
OLD FASHIONED FUN...The Liberty Hall Museum at Kean University in
Union will hold its second Summer Family Fun Day on Saturday, August 23, from
noon to 3 p.m.

Liberty Hall Museum at Kean
To Open Gardens to Yoga

UNION – For the first time in its
celebrated 240-year history, Liberty
Hall Museum at Kean University,
located at 1003 Morris Avenue in
Union, will open its formal gardens
to yoga enthusiasts for Yoga in the
Gardens.

Led by certified yoga instructor
Jessica Anderson, Yoga in the Gar-
dens will be offered once a month
beginning this Sunday, August 10,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Additional
dates are Sundays, September 14
and October 12; in the event of in-
clement weather, yoga will be held
indoors. Admission is $5 per per-
son, and reservations are suggested.
To make a reservation, call (908)
527-0400 or e-mail
libertyhall@kean.edu. Participants
are encouraged to bring a yoga mat,
towel and bottle of water.

For those looking for a slightly
more luxurious outing at the mu-
seum, limited reservations are avail-
able for “Dining on the Titanic” on
Saturday, August 16, from noon to 3
p.m. Guests will sample a menu in-
spired by the Titanic’s sumptuous
bill of fare, served on replica china
from the ship, while taking in the
serene vistas of Liberty Hall’s formal
gardens from the museum’s glass-
enclosed porch. Admission is $55
per person and includes a guided tour
of the ongoing exhibit “Bon Voyage!
200 Years of Luxury Travel.” Reser-
vations are required, as space is ex-
tremely limited; call (908) 527-0400
or e-mail libertyhall@kean.edu.

A Child’s View of History, Lib-
erty Hall’s popular educational tour
for ages 7 to 12, is running Tuesdays

and Thursdays through August 28,
at 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. Young
people see the museum through the
eyes of its youngest former occu-
pants: the children who resided at
Liberty Hall over the past two centu-
ries. Each room will feature a vari-
ety of artifacts young people are
welcome to touch, and tours also
will include outdoor games, activi-
ties and light refreshments. Admis-
sion is $8 per child and $10 per
adult; call (908) 527-0400 or e-mail
libertyhall@kean.edu to reserve.

Liberty Hall’s second Summer
Family Fun Day is scheduled for
Saturday, August 23, from noon to 3
p.m. This event features Colonial-
and Victorian-era lawn games, a cro-
quet tournament, relay races and
crafts, among other offerings. Light
refreshments will be served. Admis-
sion is $12 per child and $10 per
adult. Reservations can be made by
calling (908) 527-0400 or e-mailing
libertyhall@kean.edu.

Children can learn about farming
through hands-on activities they can
take home with them at this month’s
Junior Farmer’s Club on Thursday,
August 28. The club meets the fourth
Thursday of every month. In this
month’s session, children will dis-
cover how to properly pick what they
grow, how produce is delivered and
what bugs are good and bad for plants
with Market Manager Susan Beddia.
Two sessions are offered: 12:30 to
1:30 p.m. for ages 2 to 5 and 3:30 to
4:30 p.m. for ages 6 and up. Admis-
sion is $3 per child and reservations
are required. For more information,
e-mail farmersmarket@kean.edu.

Bugsy Malone, Jr. to Be
Presented in Cranford

CRANFORD – Seventeen New
Jersey kids will present the musi-
cal Bugsy Malone, Jr., this year’s
presentation by Theater Project Jr.
in Cranford. Each summer, the pro-
gram takes students ages 8 and up
through an eight-week course that
culminates in three performances
for friends, family and the com-
munity. Along the way, students
learn acting, build confidence in
themselves and make friends.
Bugsy Malone, Jr. will run Friday
through Sunday, August 15 to 17,
at the Jardine Academy, located at
61 Myrtle Street in Cranford.

“I have seen my son grow as an
actor year after year with the The-
ater Project Jr. group right in front
of my eyes,” said parent Mindi
Kaunfer of Springfield. “At 15,
Adam has been acting for five years
and has several school leads from
the confidence the summer theater
has provided him.”

Ten-year-old student actor
Gerald Lang of Westfield said,
“Acting is the chance to learn new
things and meet new people. I love
acting and am really glad I audi-
tioned for Theater Project Jr. Our
director, Mary, and all the kids are
so nice!”

“My son is getting a great intro-
duction to theater, meeting new
kids with similar interests, and
overall having a wonderful time.
He can’t wait to get to rehearsal
each night!” said parent Judy
Dougherty Lang.

Bugsy is based on the Jodie Fos-
ter film of the same name, where a
“Little Rascals” troupe of child
actors played the gangsters and
gun molls of the roaring ’20s, us-
ing lemonade for liquor and silly
string shooters instead of side arms.

Directed by Theater Project Gen-
eral Manager Mary A. Iannelli, the
cast includes young people from
seven area towns — Cranford:
Chris Brightman, Isabel Graceffo,
James Lynch, Mark Lynch, Mia
Papapietro,  Nina Papapietro,
Amanda Poszyler,  Ashleigh
Poszyler,  Sophie Zacharda;
Gillet te:  Shaye Bundonis;
Mountainside: Michael Mezzo;
Piscataway: Alexis Page, Jason
Page; Springfield: Adam Kaunfer;
Summit: Brooke Beckett, Stella
Ferra, and Westfield: Gerard Lang.

The Theater Project, a profes-
sional theater company in Cranford
and Maplewood, is celebrating 20
years of bringing productions of
the best contemporary plays to New
Jersey. Its mission is to enhance
the cultural richness of the com-
munity by producing new or lesser-
known plays on challenging
themes, by introducing children to
the joys of live theater, and by
providing avenues for creative ex-
pression for New Jersey play-
wrights.

For more information on the The-
ater Project Jr., call (908) 809-
8865 or visi t
www.TheTheaterProject.org.

Entries Due September 19
For ‘Foto’s of Fanwood’

FANWOOD — The Borough of
Fanwood has announced its Fourth
Annual Photography Contest,
“Foto’s of Fanwood.” Residents and
non-residents alike are invited to
enter new or vintage photographs of
the people, places or things that make
Fanwood special.

Participants may submit black-and-
white or color prints. Prints should
measure at least 5 inches by 7 inches
but no larger than 8 inches by 10 inches.
Photographers may submit up to three
photographs, one in each of the three
categories of person, place or thing. All
entries will become the property of the
Borough of Fanwood for its use.

Mounted entries should be sub-
mitted by Friday, September 19, by
3:30 p.m. to Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023.

Each piece should contain the infor-
mation provided on the registration
form or otherwise clearly marked with
the following information on the back:
Title, brief description of the person,
place or object in the photo, name, age,
address, telephone number and e-mail
address of photographer.

Age categories are as follows: 12
years and under; Ages 12 to 21; Over
21 years. Complete rules and entry
forms can be found at fanwoodnj.org.

Mountainside P.A.L. to Hold
Cop Trot/Tot Trot 5K Event

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Police Athletic League
(P.A.L.) will host the 15th annual
Cop Trot and Tot Trot 5K Run/Walk
on Saturday, October 18. This event
will take place rain or shine.

The festivities will start at
Deerfield School, located at 302
Central Avenue in Mountainside,
with day-of-event registration and
distribution of race packets, in-
cluding bib number race timing
and custom race T-shirts.

The Tot Trot, for children age 6 and
under, will kick off at 8:30 a.m.,
followed by the run/walk at 9 a.m. All
Tot Trot participants, as well as all
registered runners and walkers, will
receive a T-shirt and finisher medal.

The awards ceremony will begin
immediately after the run, with
medals being presented to the top
three male and female finishers of
the 5K and in various male and
female age groups ranging from 7
to 80 and older.

A local disc jockey will provide
entertainment. Bib prizes will be
drawn and distributed. Participants
must be present to win a bib prize.

Complimentary refreshments
will be provided to all, including

bottled water, bagels and oranges,
among other offerings.

To register,  log on to
mountainsidepal.com and click on
the Cop Trot registration box to
pay by credit card, or download a
registration form and mail in to
pay by check. Day-of-event regis-
tration will start at 8 a.m.

Proceeds from last year’s event
were used for  local Mountainside
P.A.L. community programs that
include cheerleading, family skate
night, microsoccer and Fourth of
July fireworks. For a complete list,
visit mountainsidepal.com.

Westfield Outdoor Tennis Club
Has Summer Junior Program

ON THEIR GAME...Liam Flynn watches as Owen Dembiec prepares to hit a
forehand at the Westfield Outdoor Tennis Club.

WESTFIELD — Owen Dembiec
and Liam Flynn are two of the
many kids enjoying the Westfield
Outdoor Tennis Club summer pro-
gram. This is an eight-week tennis
program that is open to junior mem-
bers who range from the beginner
player to the high school player.

Stroke technique is the main fo-
cus of the morning lessons. The
campers practice their strokes and
hone their skills during drills,
games and match play in the after-
noon. The more advanced tennis
player who wishes to have a more
intense tennis experience can par-

ticipate in the Advanced Develop-
ment Program (ADP), which in-
corporates a higher level of fitness
training and a greater focus on
match play.

A highlight for many of the camp-
ers is playing matches against other
tennis clubs, as well as playing in
the club tournament. If you would
like more information about the Jun-
ior Development tennis program and
membership information, please go
to www.westfieldtennisclub.org.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Button Society Posts
Fall Show-Competition

AREA — The New Jersey State
Button Society Fall Show and Com-
petition will take place on Saturday,
September 13, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
It will be held at the Union Fire Com-
pany fire hall, located at 1396 River
Road (Route 29) in Titusville.

Admission will be $2 for adults at
the door. For more information, e-
mail slmulford@verizon.net, call
(856) 275-6945 or visit
newjerseystatebuttonsociety.org/.

Mr. Ungar to Perform
Songs of War Years

MOUNTAINSIDE — Skip
Ungar will play the piano and sing
songs of the war years, from the
American Revolution through the
War of 1812, the Mexican War, the
Civil War, the Spanish-American
War and both World Wars, during a
program at the Mountainside Pub-
lic Library.

This event will take place on
Thursday, August 28, from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. It will include unknown
lyrics to “Yankee Doodle,” the
lesser-known words of “The Star
Spangled Banner,” “Dixie,” “Over
There” and “This Is The Army,”
among others.

It also will feature pop songs of
those times, such as “Put On Your
Old Gray Bonnet,” “They’re Ei-
ther Too Young Or Too Old,” “I’ll
Be Seeing You” and many others.
There additionally will be Euro-
pean songs from wars in which
America was involved.

The Mountainside Public Li-
brary is located at 1 Constitution
Plaza. To register for this program,
call the library at (908) 233-0115.

Celebrations Singers to Hold
Adult and Youth Auditions

CRANFORD — The Celebra-
tion Singers will hold auditions
for its adult and youth choirs. For
adults, auditions will be held on
Tuesday, August 19, by appoint-
ment only, at the Cranford United
Methodist Church, located at 201
Lincoln Avenue, East. Auditions
for the youth choirs will take place
on Tuesdays, September 2 and Sep-
tember 9, by appointment only. To
schedule an audition, e-mail
jeninotemusic@gmail.com for the
youth choirs  and
celebrationsingersnewjersey@gmail.com
for the adult choir.

The Children’s Choir ranges in
age from 9 to 13, and the Middle C’s
is comprised of experienced choral
singers ages 13 and up (male changed
voices in eighth grade and up; fe-
male voices ninth grade and up).
The Youth Choirs offer a place where
children and adolescents can learn
and hone musical skills, experience
various styles of music and perform
with a wide range of ages. Rehears-
als for both youth choirs is Tuesday
evenings: Children’s Choir is 6:30
to 7:30 p.m. and Middle C’s is 7:45
to 8:45 p.m.

The Adult Choir welcomes sing-
ers age 18 and older, of all experi-

ence levels and of all vocal ranges,
to audition. The ability to read mu-
sic is a plus but not a requirement
as is prior choral experience. Re-
hearsals are on Tuesdays from 8 to
10 p.m. The Celebration Singers’
winter concert is scheduled for
Friday and Saturday, December 5
and 6, at St. Michael Church in
Cranford.

Begun in 1938 as the ESSO Cho-
risters, the Celebration Singers cur-
rently include members represent-
ing eight  different  counties
throughout New Jersey, and also
members traveling from New York
to sing with the group. The Cel-
ebration Singers perform many
musical genres, from classical to
Broadway, from pop and jazz to
gospel.

Funding for the Celebration
Singers is made possible in part by
the New Jersey State Council for
the Arts, Department of State,
through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs. For more
information, visit celebration-
singers.org or e-mail
celebrationsingersnewjersey@gmail.com.
Individuals also may leave a tele-
phone message at (908) 241-8200.

SummerFest to Include
Dance Recital Aug. 20
ROSELLE PARK — Planet

Dance, a family-owned business
that offers classes in various dance
genres, will present a dance recital
on Wednesday, August 20, from
6:30 to 7 p.m., at the Casano Com-
munity Center. The center is lo-
cated at 314 Chestnut Street in
Roselle Park.

The performance will be part of
the Borough of Roselle Park’s
SummerFest activities, designed to
publicize the community’s events and
highlight it as a destination for sum-
mer fun. For more information, visit
summerfestrosellepark.wordpress.com
or PlanetDanceStudios.com.


