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Rake and Hoe Earns Awards,
Plans Holiday House Tour

WESTFIELD — The Rake and
Hoe Garden Club of Westfield earned
multiple awards on the club, state and
national level during the past year.
They were awarded at the Garden
Club of New Jersey Annual Meeting
on June 5 and at the end-of-year club
luncheon at Echo Lake Country Club
in Westfield on June 11.

At the national level, the club won
the first-place award for its monthly
newsletter from National Garden Club,
Inc., produced and edited by Inge
Bossert. On the state level, the club
won for a club with over 50 members,
The Doris I. Cavanaugh Membership
Participation Trophy for having the
highest percentage of membership par-
ticipation in state events, a Certificate
of Merit to a Junior Garden Club for
Civic Achievement-Youth Butterfly
Garden, Certificate of Merit with Gold
Seal for Junior Gardening, Certificate
of Merit for Junior Gardening Objec-
tives, and Certificate of Merit with
Gold Seal for an Excellent Yearbook.

On the club level, individual awards
were as follows: Judy Kampe Award
— Marylyn Straight; Nancy Wallace
Award — Barbara Mullin; Kay Cross
Award — Diana Kazazis, for chair-
ing the State Flower Show, and the
Agnes Eggimann Award – Inge
Bossert, for her outstanding Bloomin’
Times monthly club newsletter,
Facebook page, photography and
communications work for the club.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield has a long-term reputation
for its service to the community and
donations to worthy causes. The club’s
Holiday House Tour of four distin-
guished homes in Westfield is sched-
uled for Saturday, December 6, 2014,
and has been in the planning stages for
many months. Each home will be deco-
rated with a different theme depend-
ing on the character of the dwelling.
This event is only presented every
four years because of the intense plan-
ning and execution of detail. It is the
primary source of revenue for the

group’s many service projects in
Westfield and Mountainside.

Federated with the National Coun-
cil of State Garden Clubs, and the
Garden Club of New Jersey, the Rake
and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield
has between 50 and 70 members. For
more information, call Karen Jolley-
Gates, club president, at (908) 233-
5125, or visit facebook.com/
rakeandhoe and rakeandhoe.org.

AWARD WINNERS...Marylyn Straight, Barbara Mullin, president of the Gar-
den Club of New Jersey; Pat Wilson, Diana Kazazis and Inge Bossert, pictured
left to right, accept their awards during the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield’s Annual Luncheon June 11 at Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield.

GOING GREEN...Sporting bright green T-shirts for the Green Mountain State,
45 members of the First Congregational Church in Westfield, including students,
clergy and chaperones, recently returned from a week of service in Rutland, Vt.
as their annual summer mission trip. For information on the church’s youth
fellowship and outreach opportunities, call (908) 233-2494.

FCC Youth Volunteers
Return From Vermont

WESTFIELD — Representatives
of the First Congregational Church
(FCC) of Westfield returned recently
from their annual mission trip, a week
of volunteerism and fellowship that
has continued for seven consecutive
summers. The group of 45 middle-
and senior-high students, chaperones
and clergy traveled to Rutland, Vt. to
partner with YouthWorks, a non-profit
organization that runs programs for
church volunteers.

“We had a great week in Rutland
working in teams at service sites as
diverse as building new trail entrances
in a local state forest to serving at a
thrift store/soup kitchen to helping in
a nursing home. We also painted
bleachers at the Vermont State Fair-
grounds, helped run a Vacation Bible
School and worked at a Salvation
Army site,” said the Reverend Joy
Mounts, FCC youth minister. “I could
not be prouder of the hard work and
enthusiasm of our group.”

The FCC contingent of 32 youth,
four college students and nine adults
was led by the Reverend Mark Boyea,
senior minister; Reverend Mounts,
associate minister, and Joe Regan,
assistant music director. Chaperones
included Cindy Boyea, Karen
Federico, Marion Gordon, Geoff
Marino, Debra Volz and Brian Yarvin.

The college students included Kelsey
Boyea of Scotch Plains, Brandon
Gloeggler of Clark, Lia Gordon of
Fanwood and Chandler Robertson of
Westfield. Student representatives in-
cluded Emily and Mary Norwine of
Cranford, Laurel Elkin, Ian Gordon,
Samantha Gorman, Sean and Dylan
Voltz of Fanwood, and Mike Bonnell,
Ben Evans, Daniel Federico, Ani Hsu
Obrock, Isaac and Taylor Scott, and
Kate Traina of Scotch Plains. Westfield
residents included Carly and Taylor
Bechtloff, Grace and Nora Brindle,
Melissa Endy, Charlotte and Ceci Foun-
tain-Jardim, Samantha Gargiulo, Isabella
Gelfand, Alison Jaruzelski, Madeline
Motyczka, Jordan, Logan and Kendall
Robertson, Hope Rothenberg, and
Jonathan Saminski. Zachary Volz of
Kenilworth and Chris Zdenek of Balti-
more, Md. rounded out the group.

Fundraisers held throughout the
year, including a tag sale, pancake
breakfast, spaghetti supper and talent
show, and ShopRite gift card sales,
help underwrite the cost of travel.

First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. For additional informa-
tion on youth activities and other
outreach opportunities, call (908)
233-2494 or visit fccofwestfield.org.

Gretchen Voorhees

Gretchen ‘Chris’ Voorhees, 77, Was
Speech Therapist, Active Volunteer

Gretchen “Chris” Voorhees, be-
loved wife, mother and grand-
mother, speech therapist and dedi-
cated community volunteer, died
on Thursday, August 7, 2014, at the
age of 77.

Chris was born on
March 4, 1937 in Boston,
Mass. to Martha
Catherine Nash and
Myron Arthur Myers. She
graduated from high
school in White Plains,
N.Y. She began studies at
the State University of
Iowa and received her
bachelor’s degree from
Penn State University. A
master’s degree in Speech
Pathology was awarded
in 1961 from Penn State.

Chris lived and worked in
Wilmington, Del., Westfield, N.J. and
Greensboro, N.C. She worked prima-
rily in elementary and preschool-age
settings, assisting children with
speech-language impairments. A mu-
sical soul, Chris spent many years
singing with her church choir and held
a degree in music. She served as presi-
dent and co-founder of the Westfield

Tennis Association. Chris dedicated a
considerable amount of her time to
volunteerism and community service.

In 1966 Chris married Robert Fait
Voorhees in a Philadel-
phia suburb. She is sur-
vived by her husband,
three children, Jill
Voorhees Vick of Denver,
Colo., Karen Lura
Voorhees of Boston,
Mass. and Kenneth Rob-
ert Voorhees of Vienna,
Va., and seven grandchil-
dren, Curran, Catie and
Lauren Vick, Carey and
Madeline Christa
Voorhees and Austin and
Cameron Voorhees.

A memorial service
will be held at 2 p.m. on

Sunday, August 17, 2014, at the Uni-
tarian Universalist Church, 5603
Hilltop Road, Jamestown, N.C.
27282.

Memorial donations in Chris’
honor can be sent to The Unitarian
Universalist Church at the address
above.

August 14, 2014

JCSS to Welcome
Families at New Site

WESTFIELD — Westfield fami-
lies coming to the Jewish Cultural
School & Society (JCSS) will head to
a new site as of the start of the new
school year on Sunday, September 7.

The adult and children’s Sunday
morning education programs, which
reinforce Secular Humanistic Jewish
identity, have been relocated to rented
space in Glen Ridge High School.
The new board has approved an inte-
grated curriculum for the Holiday
Workshop Program (Grades K to 2)
and the Sunday morning Five-Year
Program (Grades 3 to 7), culminat-
ing in a Graduation-B’nai Mitzvah.

Holiday celebrations for the 56-
year-old organization will continue
to be in a variety of other community
venues. For more information, visit
jcss-nj.org or call (973) 200-8309.

– Obituaries –
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Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.A.G.

HISTORIC TRAIL...Union County became the first New Jersey county to mark
the Washington-Rochambeau National Historic Trail with a dedication cer-
emony July 14 at the Mountain Avenue entrance to Echo Lake Park in Westfield.
The 600-mile trail commemorates France’s contribution to the American Revo-
lution. Two historic Westfield houses, the Miller-Cory House Museum and the
Reeve House of the Westfield Historical Society, are located on the trail. Pictured
at the ceremony are Fran Gold, left, former president of the Miller-Cory Board
of Volunteers, and Nancy Priest, president of the Westfield Historical Society.

Ethel Decker, 88, Westfield Resident;
Was Employed With Bell Telephone

Ethel Decker (Oldis), 88, of
Westfield passed away peacefully on
Monday, August 11, surrounded by
her loving family.

Born in Newark, Mrs. Decker was
raised in Irvington and lived in
Westfield since 1951. She had worked
for Bell Telephone in Cranford, retir-
ing in 1993.

She was the beloved wife of the
late Thomas J. Decker, Sr. (1984) and
the devoted mother of Deborah
Killian and her husband, Walter, Tom
and his wife, Kim, and Peter and his
wife, Tricia. She was the loving sister
of Mildred Oldis. She also will be

deeply missed by her six grandchil-
dren, Caroline, Paul, Kailey, Patrick,
Matthew and Peter.

Friends may visit Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield, today, Thursday, August
14, from 3 to 7 p.m., with a prayer
service at 6:30 p.m.

Please make donations in her
memory to the Foundation for Dia-
betes Research, 513 W. Mt. Pleasant
Avenue, Suite 220, Livingston, N.J.
07039.
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ECF Seeks Vendors
For Outdoor Market
FANWOOD — The Emmanuel

Cancer Foundation (ECF), which
serves children diagnosed with
cancer and their families, is look-
ing for vendors, artists and crafters
for its outdoor Vendor Market on
Saturday, September 13.

Open to the public, this event
will take place from 9:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. on the south side of the
Fanwood Train Station on South
Avenue in Fanwood. The rain date
is Sunday, September 14.

Each vendor will have a 12-foot
by 10-foot space equal to 144
square feet or two parking spaces.
Vendors will be allowed to arrive
and set up at 8:30 a.m.

Admission to the Vendor Market
will be free for the public. Interested
vendors are asked to call Barbara at
(908) 322-4323, extension no. 17.

Madge E. Wittel, 77, Lived In Westfield;
Cranford Dramatic Club Past President
Mrs. Madge E. Wittel, 77, of

Westfield died on Monday, August
11, at Overlook Medical Center in
Summit after a brief illness. She went
home to be with The Lord surrounded
by her loving family.

Mrs. Wittel was born in Jersey City
and lived in Westfield for 45 years.

She was a longtime member and
past president of the Cranford Dra-
matic Club, where she loved to act,
direct, produce and write for adult
and children’s theater. She also was a
faithful attendee of the First Baptist
Church of Metuchen.

Mrs. Wittel is survived by her lov-

ing husband of 55 years, Edward;
sons, Edward C. and Keith; daugh-
ter-in-law, Claudia; grandchildren,
Lauren, Luke and Julia, and brother,
William, and sister, Joan.

Madge’s Life Celebration will be
today, Thursday, August 14, from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m., and tomorrow,
Friday, August 15, from 9 to 10 a.m.,
at Gray Funeral Directors, A Life Cel-
ebration Home, 318 East Broad Street,
Westfield, where her funeral service
will begin at 10 a.m. on Friday, August
15, 2014. Interment will follow at
Hollywood Memorial Park in Union.

August 14, 2014

Maternity Orientation
Set at Saint Barnabas
AREA — A free Maternity Ori-

entation seminar and tour will take
place on August 19, 22 and 26, at 7
and 8 p.m., and on August 24, at 2
and 3 p.m., at Saint Barnabas Medi-
cal Center, located at 94 Old Short
Hills Road in Livingston.

The program and tour are de-
signed for expectant mothers inter-
ested in or planning to deliver at
Saint Barnabas. To provide a per-
sonalized experience, class size is
limited. Online registration is re-
quired at barnabashealth.org/
sbmcevents.

Trip Is Slated to Visit
Newark Cemeteries

AREA — The Jewish Federation
of Greater MetroWest NJ will spon-
sor a Newark Cemetery Visiting Day
on Sunday, September 28, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Participants will have
an opportunity to visit the cemeteries
and the graves of loved ones in the
Grove Street and South Orange Av-
enue area, and also the McClellan
Street area near Newark Airport.

Detailed cemetery information
will be available at the office of
Raiken Monuments, 308 Grove
Street in Newark. There is no charge.
For more information, contact
crc@jfedgmw.org or (973) 929-
3064. Information also is available
at jfedgmw.org.

Westfield
Monday, August 4, police re-

ceived a report alleging fraud and
theft on the 100 block of Elm Street.
A local business owner claimed to
have been defrauded of $350 by
someone unknown who falsely
claimed in a telephone call to be a
bill collector.

Tuesday, August 5, John J. Eckel,
Jr., 67, of Iselin was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) following a motor ve-
hicle accident on the 1000 block of
Central Avenue. He was held at
police headquarters pending his
sober release.

Wednesday, August 6, Steven
Kelley, 55, of Westfield was ar-
rested on three Dover warrants, with
total bail of $1,300, after turning
himself in at police headquarters.
He was released after posting bail.

Friday, August  8,  Bilal
Muhammad, 27, of Plainfield was
arrested at Plainfield police head-
quarters on outstanding warrants
from Westfield and Pleasantville,
with bail totaling $900. Unable to
post bail, he was remanded to the
Union County jail.

Saturday, August  9,  Jason
Timmons, 27, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on a no-bail Union County
Sheriff’s Office warrant after turn-
ing himself in at police headquar-
ters. Timmons was processed and
turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Office.

Sunday, August 10, Kenneth
Wichosk, 28, of Westfield was ar-
rested near the South Avenue traf-
fic circle on open warrants from
Westfield, Garwood and Cranford,
with bail amounts of $478, $1,237
and $271, respectively. He was pro-
cessed and held pending bail.

Sunday, August 10, Patrick
McBrearty, 53, of Westfield was
arrested on an open Robbinsville
traffic warrant for $240 after turn-
ing himself in at police headquar-
ters. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 4, a resident of

Beverly Avenue reported being the
victim of a theft. The victim stated
that sometime overnight someone
unknown entered her motor vehicle,
which was parked in front of her
house, and removed an undeter-
mined amount of cash. Entry was
gained through an unlocked door.

Tuesday, August 5, a resident of
Washington Avenue reported be-
ing the victim of a theft. He stated
that sometime overnight someone
unknown entered his motor ve-
hicle, which was parked in the lot.
Multiple DVDs, valued at approxi-

mately $150, were removed. Entry
was gained through an unlocked
door.

Tuesday, August 5, a resident of
Harding Road reported being the
victim of criminal mischief. He
stated that sometime overnight
someone unknown broke the rear
window of his motor vehicle with
a rock.

Wednesday, August 6, a resident
of Michael Lane reported being
the victim of criminal mischief.
Sometime overnight, someone un-
known punctured all four tires on
the victim’s motor vehicle, which
was parked in the driveway.

Thursday, August 7, a resident
of Tisbury Village reported being a
victim of fraud. She stated that
someone unknown made approxi-
mately $900 in purchases on her
credit card without her authoriza-
tion.

Thursday, August 7, Fisnike
Marke, 26, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested on an outstanding
warrant for $1,000 issued by the
Union Court. Police stopped Marke
for a motor vehicle violation on
East Second Street and discovered
the warrant. He was transported to
police headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Friday, August 8, a resident of
Jackson Avenue reported being the
victim of criminal mischief. She
stated that sometime overnight
someone unknown threw paint on
her driveway and porch.

Saturday, August 9, a resident of
Spruce Mill Lane reported being
the victim of criminal mischief.
She stated that sometime overnight
someone unknown damaged her
front door.

Saturday, August 9, Alfred
Voelker, 20, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
for $2,078 issued by the Scotch
Plains Court. Police stopped Voelker
for a motor vehicle violation on
Linden Lane and discovered the
warrant. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, August 9, Malcolm
Pearson, 22, of Linden was arrested
on an outstanding warrant for
$1,300 issued by the Scotch Plains
Court. Police stopped Pearson for
a motor vehicle violation on Park
Avenue and discovered the war-
rant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, August 5, Anthony M.

Delledonne, 26, of Summit was
arrested for driving with a sus-
pended license following a motor
vehicle stop on Mountain Avenue,
on the Westfield border. He was
issued a summons and released at
the scene.

Wednesday, August 6, Courtney
A. Robinson,  23,  of  North
Plainfield was arrested in Union
Township on a Mountainside war-
rant in the amount of $183.

Thursday, August 7, Pinal A.
Patel, 28, of Piscataway was ar-
rested on Route 22, West, and
charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. Patel was a passenger in a
motor vehicle. Further investiga-
tion revealed the suspect to be in
possession of suspected marijuana,
according to police. Patel was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Caregiver Meetings
Continue Sept. 8

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those persons who are caring for
elderly or chronically ill loved ones
meets on the first non-holiday Mon-
day of each month, September
through June, at 7:30 p.m. in the
parish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.

The group will hold its next meet-
ing on September 8. These are infor-
mation and sharing sessions. For more
information, call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1214.

Probitas Verus Honos


