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Part 1...In a recent Gallup Poll,
Hillary Clinton led the field of 16
potential Presidential candidates as
not only the best known but the best
liked too; however, Gallup also says
her favorability rating clearly peaked
as secretary of state in 2012 and has
been trending steadily lower since
then. As a recent proxy for current
public interest, Hillary’s bumpy book
tour and unspectacular sales has to be
worrying her political advisors, as
well as the increasing media scrutiny
of the crony job bank and rapacious
money machine that is the Clinton
Foundation. While Clinton’s positive
rating has peaked for now, so has
Governor Chris Christie’s recent
slide. The Gallup Poll finds Gover-
nor Christie’s national image is re-
covering sharply from the Bridgegate
scandal last fall, a trend that is likely
to continue if the ongoing investiga-
tions fail to produce any evidence of
complicity. Can Christie recover to
his peak popularity and be the formi-
dable opponent the Clinton camp
once feared?  Yes, if you believe
Gallup’s observation that American
voters  “are quick to forgive-or per-
haps to forget.”   No matter who the
Republican nominee is, the sad fact
remains that the Tea Party can easily
render that candidacy moot.

History tells us that the Republican
nominee in 2016 has a zero chance of
winning the presidency if it’s insur-
gent Tea Party faction splits off after
losing in the Republican Presidential
primaries and sponsors its own third-
party candidate in the General Elec-
tion. The history of third-party Presi-
dential candidates in close elections
is that they have been ruinous to the
chances of the major party they have
spun from.  In 2000, Al Gore’s fate
was tied to Florida’s electoral votes
which he lost by a contested margin
of 537 popular votes. While history
will remember the Supreme Court
challenge, it will also not forget the
fact that more than 97,000 Florida
votes went to third-party liberal can-
didate Ralph Nader.  Another recent
third-party candidate in the spoiler
role was H.Ross Perot who in 1992
received over 19 million votes (19per-
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cent of the total) in the race won by
Governor Bill Clinton against  in-
cumbent President George H.W.
Bush.  In a striking resemblance to
today’s Tea Party, Perot’s United We
Stand campaign was a populist move-
ment born within the Republican
Party over its failures to address defi-
cit spending and unbalanced bud-
gets.  Though he did not win any
electoral votes, Perot weakened Presi-
dent Bush’s electoral total in the same
way Nader weakened Gore’s by de-
priving him of Florida.

  The most famous third-party epi-
sode in American history is back in
the news too, with a recent book by
Pulitzer prize biographer Doris
Kearns Goodwin called “The Bully
Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt, William
Howard Taft, and the Golden Age of
Journalism.” It is the story of the
complex relationship between these
two Republican presidents, and ex-
plains how a third party come-back
attempt by  Roosevelt in 1912 against
the incumbent - his former friend and
successor Taft - effectively handed
the election to New Jersey Governor
Woodrow Wilson in a four-way race
that also included the Socialist candi-
date Eugene Debs. With only 41per-
cent of the popular vote, Wilson won
82 percent of the electoral votes, and
the election of 1912, marked the last
time a candidate (Roosevelt) who
was neither a Republican nor Demo-
crat came in second in either the
popular vote (27 percent) or the Elec-
toral College vote (16 percent).  This
100-year-old record may never be
broken, now that elections are domi-
nated by the financial prowess and
permanent fundraising apparatuses
of our two major parties.  A second
place finish for a national third-party
candidate today would be just as im-
probable as a first place finish.

To be continued next week.

Gone are the days when parents
and their children could hold bake
sales at school to raise money for the
band, the choir, the soccer team. The
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of
2010 makes sure of that!

According to “Put Down the Cup-
cake: New Rules Hit School Bakes
Sales” by Stephanie Armour in The
Wall Street Journal of August 2,2014,
even Girl Scout cookies are out. Imag-
ine! And homemade baked goods
give way to processed food because
process food provides specific nutri-
tional information.

Treats must meet calorie, sodium,
fat, and other requirements. Schools
that do not comply may be fined.
Davis High School in Kaysville, Utah
was fined more than $15,000 during
the 2012-2013 school year for sell-
ing certain snacks and carbonated
beverages near the student lunchroom
while meals were being service, but
the fine was later reduced to $1,297.

Each state can mandate the num-
ber of daytime fundraisers held each
year that do not meet the law’s nutri-
tional standards, but some states on
their own have adopted limits on the
sale of baked goods.

Schools, they have enough to do to
teach reading, writing, and arithmetic,
must monitor food sales in order to
prevent being fined.

What may happen to the public
schools in Westfield?

Yes, childhood obesity is a major
public health problem. According to
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, nearly 18 percent of chil-
dren 6 to 11 in 2012 were obese! An
increase from 7 percent in 1980!
Obesity in adolescents aged 12 to 19
has gone from 5 percent to 21 percent
during this same period. More than
33 percent of children and adoles-
cents in 2012 were overweight or
obese! Obesity increases the risk of
cardiovascular disease, high choles-
terol, high blood pressure, diabetes,
bone and joint problems, sleep ap-
nea, and social and psychological
problems such as stigmatization and
poor self-esteem.

Children and adolescents who are
obese, according as well to the CDC,

are likely to be obese adults and so
will be at greater risk for heart dis-
ease, type 2 diabetes, stroke, several
types of cancer, and osteoarthritis.

All this is granted but there is an-
other issue, one having to do with
freedom and liberty — the very cor-
nerstones, the very foundations of
our beloved democracy. Is it the re-
sponsibility of government to man-
date what people may and may not
eat or drink? Was Mayor Michael
Bloomberg of New York City over-
stepping bounds when he had his
health department mandate the size
of soda drinks sold by street vendors,
stadiums, movie theaters, restaurants,
and delis? A decision the Court of
Appeals the highest appellate court
of New York State in June of this year
held that the health department had
exceeded its administrative author-
ity.

What other governmental bans may
be in the offing?

James Madison political theorist,
sometimes called “the father of the
Constitution, and the fourth Presi-
dent stated in a speech to the Virginia
legislature on June 16,1788, “I be-
lieve there are more instances of the
abridgment of freedom of people by
gradual and silent encroachments by
those in power than by violent and
sudden usurpations.”

President Thomas Jefferson in his
first inaugural address, March 4,1801,
said, “Sometimes it is said that man
cannot be trusted with the govern-
ment of himself. Can he, then, be
trusted with the government of oth-
ers?”

Put another way, good intentions
may breed bad results.

How well and true that the country
should no longer suffer obesity but
how well and true too that a country
that for some social good loses a part of
the freedom of choice is a country that
may someday lose that even more ba-
sic health which is liberty and freedom.

There are other ways to limit the
consumption of fatty, salty, and sugar
filled desserts. Education, parental
supervision and teaching, the advice
of the physician. But to impose lack
of choice is to walk the path that leads
to ends that no freedom loving people
would want.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield
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Congress Candidate Norcross Calls for
End of Corporate Tax Dodge Loophole

REGION — State Senator Donald
Norcross (D-5th, Camden), Demo-
cratic candidate for the U.S. House of
Representatives in New Jersey’s First
District, has called on Congress to
take action when it reconvenes in
September to permanently close cor-
porate tax ‘inversion’ loopholes al-
lowing big business to avoid paying
their fair share in taxes at the expense
of America’s middle class. Several
stories and editorials in recent days in
The New York Times highlighted how
some of America’s largest compa-
nies were exploiting the tax code
after the Senate Permanent Subcom-
mittee on Investigations exposed
complex transactions designed to
dodge tens of billions of dollars in
taxes.

“Inversions, which are at the heart
of the issue, allow American compa-
nies to set up shop overseas, to rein-
corporate there, and avoid paying
American taxes even if its leadership,
shareholders, and operations are still
based here in this country,” said Sena-
tor Norcross. “That’s beyond wrong.
Some of these corporations haven’t
paid a dime in federal taxes in years
because of this tax avoidance loop-
hole and it needs to stop.”

“When people who teach school,
wait on tables, feed nursing home
patients, and wire up buildings pay
more than their fair share of taxes, it
is just plain wrong that huge corpora-
tions can just change their addresses
and pay nothing or next to nothing.
Yet the CEOs of these same compa-
nies expect our sons and daughters to
defend their interests around the
world, and our first responders here

at home to protect their families and
properties. Their free ride has gone
on long enough,” Sen. Norcross said.
“Congress should pass a law to im-
mediately close this loophole, and
compel these corporations and banks
who earn big fees on the deals to
return to the U.S. Treasury what
they’ve been avoiding in federal taxes
retroactive to January 1, 2014.

Senator Carl Levin’s (D-
Mich.)‘Cut Unjustified Tax (CUT)
Loopholes’ legislation would take
concrete steps to close offshore tax
havens, including eliminating sweet-
heart tax incentives for offshoring
U.S. jobs, stopping American-man-
aged companies from claiming for-
eign status, expanding authority at
the treasury to break up these tax-
dodging arrangements, and establish-
ing guidelines for companies to prove
their legitimate offshore status, rather
than simply relying on creative ac-
counting. The Joint Committee on
Taxation in Congress and the
President’s Office of Management
and Budget have estimated that imple-
menting these reforms would yield at
least $155 billion in deficit reduction
over 10 years.

“This is not a Republican or Demo-
cratic issue — it is an issue of eco-
nomic patriotism. All of us who love
our country have an obligation to pay
our fair share to support it,” Sen.
Norcross said.
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Atlantic City
Casinos Plight

According to NJ.com — Atlantic
City’s Revel Casino Hotel will close
its $2.4 billion doors on Sept. 10.
During its two years, it has never
turned a profit. The closure will mean
the loss of more than 3,100 jobs.

Atlantic City gambling has fallen
to third place behind Nevada and
Pennsylvania. Since 2006, Atlantic
City’s casino revenue has dropped
from $5.2 billion to $2.86 billion last
year.

Revel filed for bankruptcy in 2013,
a little over a year after opening.
Revel’s most recent Chapter 11 fil-
ing listed assets of $487 million and
liabilities of $476 million.

It joins four Atlantic City casinos
to shut down this year. The city started
this year with 12 casinos. The Show-
boat will close on Aug. 31, and Trump
Plaza is closing Sept. 16.
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