
Page 2  Thursday, August 14, 2014 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Photo courtesy of Rich Fortunato
ON HOLD...Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor Mickey Marcus, left, Councilman Bo
Vastine, center, and Councilman Llewellyn Jones inspect the Terry Lou Zoo property.
Work on soil  remediation and turning the property into a passive park is delayed until
agreement by the township council can be reached on the capital bond ordinance.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT...Union County Freeholder Bruce Bergen, left, joined
Acting Union County Sheriff Joseph Cryan, center, and Union County Public Safety
Director Andrew Moran at the National Night Out event hosted by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders on August 5 in Meisel Park in Springfield. National Night
Out, sponsored by the National Association of Town Watch, is a campaign geared
toward generating drug and crime awareness and prevention throughout the country.

N.J. to Distribute Funds for
Defective Bulletproof Vests

Bramnick Bill Creates
Strategic Planning Panels

TRENTON – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) has introduced legislation
(ACR-184) that would create strate-
gic long-term planning committees
to focus on fiscal priorities important
to taxpayers.

“Successful businesses plan for
long-term challenges,” Asm.
Bramnick said. “Executives are con-
stantly asking themselves what goals
to set in order to further their
company’s success. The Legislature

needs to do the same for taxpayers.
Let’s start by creating strategic plan-
ning committees that will think about
the steps we need to take now to
achieve better results in the long term.”

Asm. Bramnick’s bill creates four
bipartisan committees that would ex-
amine issues such as the school aid
funding formula, the public employee
pension system, business incentives,
and taxes that drive residents to live
in other states such as the inheritance
tax, estate tax and income tax.

TRENTON — The New Jersey
Division of Consumer Affairs and
the Division of Law will soon distrib-
ute a total of $173,778 to 63 New
Jersey law enforcement agencies that
purchased defective bulletproof vests
made by Second Chance Body Ar-
mor, Inc., a manufacturer that filed
for bankruptcy in 2004 after it was
discovered that the vests’ protective
armor failed and deteriorated over
time.

No New Jersey police officers are
known to have suffered injuries as a
result of failed bulletproof vests
manufactured by Second Chance

Body Armor, according to state offi-
cials. However, in two separate inci-
dents in 2003, an Oceanside, Calif.
police officer and a Forest Hills, Pa.
police officer were both shot and
suffered significant injuries when
their Second Chance Body Armor
vests reportedly failed. The Califor-
nia officer died from his injuries.

New Jersey, through the Division
of Consumer Affairs and Division of
Law, began pursuing restitution on
behalf of New Jersey law enforce-
ment agencies before Michigan-
based Second Chance Body Armor
filed for bankruptcy protection in
2004. The matter remained pending
in the United States Bankruptcy Court
over the past decade. New Jersey
received an order for the distribution
of funds in August 2013, and recently
received the payment that is in the
process of being distributed.

Clark and Roselle are among the
police departments that will receive
the money.
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Christie Appoints Members
To Health Benefits Panel

TRENTON – Following through
on his commitment to move forward
with serious solutions for New
Jersey’s entitlement crisis, Governor
Chris Christie has named nine mem-
bers of a non-partisan commission to
evaluate how the state can create an
affordable and sustainable retirement
and health benefits system for New
Jersey taxpayers, retirees and current
and future public employees.

“This commission’s work cannot
be about politics, it must be about the
cold hard facts which is why I have
not appointed politicians to this
group,” Governor Christie said. “It’s
time to think out of the box and be
prepared to abandon the sacred cows
that have long been off limits in re-
forming our entitlement programs to
make them permanently affordable
and sustainable. Only by bringing
together such a non-partisan group –
none of whom are impeded by spe-
cial interests – can we truthfully as-
sess the problem, its roots and its
potential remedies. I thank each of
them for their willingness to lend
their experience and valuable time to
the Commission.”

The members of the New Jersey
Pension and Health Benefit Study
Commission are: Thomas J. Healey
of Healey Development LLC, a
former assistant secretary of the U.S.
Treasury for domestic finances un-
der President Ronald Reagan. Mr.
Healey will coordinate the work of
the study commission; Tom Byrne,

managing member and founder of
Byrne Asset Management and vice-
chairman of the New Jersey State
Investment Council; Raymond
Chambers, philanthropist, United
Nations special envoy for financing
the health millennium development
goals, and founding chairman of the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center.

Leonard W. Davis, chief financial
officer at SCS Commodities Corpo-
ration; Carl Hess, managing director
of The Americas for Towers Watson;
Ethan Kra, Ethan E. Kra Actuarial
Services; Ken Kunzman, partner with
Connell Foley and co-Counsel since
1978 of the pension and welfare funds
for Locals 472 and 172 Heavy and
General Laborers Fund of New Jer-
sey; Larry Sher, October Three Con-
sulting, member of the senior leader-
ship team for a actuarial, consulting
and technology firm; Margaret
Berger, consulting actuary and prin-
cipal for the retirement practice of a
global consulting firm.

The announcement comes shortly
after Governor Christie created the
“New Jersey Pension and Health
Benefit Study Commission” via Ex-
ecutive Order 161. The commission
members are tasked with examining
the history of the state’s pension and
health benefits systems and causes of
the current crisis, the work already
undertaken by the treasury depart-
ment to devise reform options, and
reforms in other states and benefits in
the private sector.

Foreclosure Task Force
To Hold Forum Oct. 9
COUNTY - The Union County Hu-

man Relations Commission (UCHRC)
and Union County Foreclosure Task
Force, in cooperation with the New
Jersey Public Defender’s Office of
Dispute Settlement and the Union
County State Superior Court, will
present a free educational program
called, “Foreclosure: Moving From
Fear to Positive Action.” The program
will be held Tuesday, September 9,
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Grace Lutheran
Church, 2222 Vauxhall Road, Union.
Key players will provide  information
on funding, legal assistance, housing
assistance, and mediation.

 Forinformation,  call (908) 889-
9028.

NJSBA Thanks Christie for
Veto on Subcontracting Bill

TRENTON — The executive di-
rector of the New Jersey School
Boards Association this week
thanked Governor Chris Christie
for his absolute veto of legislation
that would have restricted school
district and local government ef-
forts to save taxpayer funds by sub-
contracting services. Gov. Christie
announced the veto of the union-
backed legislation, S-770/A-2873,
on August 8.

In a 2009 survey conducted by
NJSBA, school boards reported over
$34 million in annual savings through
the subcontracting of non-instruc-
tional services, such as maintenance,
transportation, and food services.

“Local school boards have directed
the savings achieved through sub-
contracting to classroom activities,
including hiring and retaining instruc-
tional staff, and to help control prop-
erty taxes,” said Lawrence S. Feinsod,
NJSBA executive director. “We thank
Governor Christie for rejecting this
legislation, which is clearly not in the
interest of taxpayers and the educa-
tional programs they fund.”

In his veto message, the Governor
stated that, by creating “an onerous
and overly bureaucratic, process-
laden system for privatizing govern-
ment services,” the legislation would
frustrate state and local efforts to
save taxpayer dollars. These restric-
tions include what the Governor
termed an “arbitrary prohibition” on
contracts longer than five years, as
well as a requirement that a
subcontractor’s employees receive

wages and benefits “equal to or ex-
ceeding those of the agency employ-
ees currently performing the services.”

Elizabeth Gas: Call
8-1-1 Before Digging
UNION – Elizabethtown Gas re-

minds homeowners and contractors
planning any outdoor digging projects
to call 8-1-1. Underground utility lines,
such as natural gas, electric, telecom-
munications and cable, are often lo-
cated just inches below the ground.
Accidentally striking any underground
facility can cause serious injury and
costly service interruptions.
Elizabethtown Gas is providing the
following safe digging guidelines for
homeowners and contractors:

Call Before You Dig: Customers
are advised to contact New Jersey
One Call at 8-1-1 or 1-800-272-1000;
Wait the Required Time: Before do-
ing any digging, customers are urged
to call 8-1-1. The approximate loca-
tion of underground utility lines will
be marked; Respect the Marks: Once
the lines are marked; dig no closer
than 24 inches from the marked util-
ity lines; Dig with Care: Make sure
the marks remain visible during the
project. If the lines are damaged or
removed, call 8-1-1. If a natural gas
line is accidentally damaged or the
distinct odor of gas is present, call 1-
800-492-4009 from a safe location.
Do not operate any machinery or any
equipment that might cause a spark.

For information about natural gas
safety, visit elizabethtowngas.com.

News 12 Coming to
Westfield Friday

EDISON – News 12 New Jersey’s
“On The Road” series of live broad-
casts will visit Downtown Westfield
this Friday, August 15. The live seg-
ments with News 12 New Jersey
personalities Carissa Lawson and
Dave Curren will highlight the
people, businesses and landscape of
Westfield.

The “On The Road” series will visit
a total of 14 New Jersey cities and
towns each Friday at 5 p.m. during the
summer and showcase different News
12 New Jersey personalities.

“This year is all about how New
Jersey continues to recover and to
celebrate the progress since
Superstorm Sandy,” said Randal
Stanley, News 12 New Jersey news
director. “Each year, ‘On The Road’
captures the genuine Jersey spirit
unique in each community. Our News
12 New Jersey viewers invite us into
their hometowns to share what makes
them ‘Jersey Strong’.”

The live broadcast will take place
on August 15 at 5 p.m. in Downtown
Westfield.


