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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s
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Shady Rest Report

Are you 
registered  
for fall?

UNION COUNTY COLLEGE
FALL 2014 CLASSES 
BEGIN SEPTEMBER 3

W W W. U C C . E D U / W L
REGISTER BY 9/2 FOR CLASSES STARTING 9/3/14

WHARFING AROUND...Evelyn Bleeke and Norma Nieto are Westfield resi-
dents vacationing in Kennebunk, Me. They are having lunch overlooking the
river at The Arundel Wharf in Kennebunkport. They make it a point to have The
Westfield Leader follow them on their  travels.

HELLO FROM NEW ZEALAND...Westfield resident and former
TownAdministrator Ed Gottko takes time to catch up on The Westfield Leader
outside the Auckland, New Zealand museum during a recent trip to New Zealand.
Mr. Gottko, who is serving as president of the American Public Works Associa-
tion, was in Auckland to deliver the keynote address to the Institute of Public
Works Engineering of Australasia Conference.

icon would be provided on how to
vote. She said campaign finance dead-
lines for candidates also will be pro-
vided. District maps for voting dis-
tricts in the county will be provided
as well. A candidate section will in-
clude information on where to get
nominating petitions and election
officials with whom they will be
working.

A link will be provided to the Union

County Board of Elections where
information will be provided to per-
sons who would like to be poll work-
ers.

Ms. DiRado said access to the
county clerk’s election results web
page as well as Americans With Dis-
abilities (ADA) access to polling
places also will be offered through
the election app.

In other business, the freeholders
are to award a $381,000 contract to
Netta Architects of Mountainside to
provide architectural and engineer-
ing services and construction and
inspection for the Warinanco Park
rink and new clubhouse improve-
ment project in Roselle.

The freeholders also are expected
to vote on awarding a $43,000 con-
tract to CME Associates of Howell to
provide professional planning and
design services for the preparation
and development of the Watchung
Reservation Trails Plan.

Also on tonight’s agenda will be a
resolution to award a $308,294 con-
tract to Rich Picerno Builders, LLC
of Kenilworth for improvements at
Briant Park in Kenilworth.

The board additionally will vote
on laudatory resolutions to John’s
Meat Market of Scotch Plains on its
75th anniversary and to Mobile Meals
of Westfield on the occasion of deliv-
ering its millionth meal.
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Freeholders

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JERSEY FRESH...Fresh Jersey tomatoes from Donaldson Farms from
Hackettstown are just some of the fresh fruits and vegetables that can be found
at the Westfield Farmers’ Market held every Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
through October in the train station parking lot on South Avenue.

roof material as well as more exten-
sive amounts in the building’s base-
ment, and estimated the cost for re-
moval of that material at about
$327,000. He told the council and the
estimated 75 residents in attendance
last week that this task need not be
addressed immediately. “Asbestos is
only dangerous when it is airborne,”
he said. “As long as it is not disturbed,
it won’t hurt you.” He said the asbes-
tos can be addressed whenever the
major rehabilitation of the building’s
interior gets underway.

For now, he recommended that,
first, the roof be addressed — includ-
ing repairing the flashing around the
chimney and clearing gutters and
downspouts — followed by work on
the building’s exterior, including new
windows and doors and a repainting,
and then by the extensive refurbish-
ment of the interior.

Three other options included in the
report were much more extensive,
including the addition of an annex in

one option and, in another option, the
building of a new senior center and
moving the existing building to an-
other location. The costs for Options
B through D ranged from $3.9 mil-
lion to $5 million.

Members of the preservation com-
mittee expressed their support —
vocally and with placards — for the
$3.05-million Option A at last week’s
meeting. Committee member Elmer
Terry urged action to save what he
called an “irreplaceable icon,” a sen-
timent echoed by Committee Presi-
dent Sylvia Hicks who, like others in
the audience and on the council,
praised Mr. Ross’ efforts. Mayor
Glover said that “this has been a
long-going process” as he urged im-
mediate action to fix the roof. He also
called the report’s Options B, C and
D “extraneous” and said they were
“throwbacks” to plans in earlier years
by previous administrations to raze
the existing building and replace it
with a new facility.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PACKED HOUSE...Cranford residents pack the room Tuesday night at the
Township Committee meeting for the special Fire Department ceremony with
promotions, retirements and new hires.

ing the township’s land-use ordi-
nances to see if any changes might
need to be made, although Mr. Doyle,
a member of the planning board, said
it did not appear that there is any
“pressing need” for alterations.

The group additionally is consid-
ering economic incentives to offer
to merchants to assist them as part of
a general upgrading of the business
district. Mr. Doyle also said the com-
mittee was reviving discussions
about a jitney service, something
that was considered more than a
decade ago. And the group also is
examining details of the Main Street
program, the nationally-based ef-
fort for revitalizing downtowns that
has been used successfully by towns
such as Westfield and Somerville.
Mr. Doyle said the downtown busi-
ness group also will look to see what
ground might have been covered by
the now-comatose Special Improve-
ment District and whether “any pro-
ductive work they did” might be
able to be implemented.

Mayor Kevin Glover questioned
Mr. Doyle about what the mayor
called a “troubling” memorandum
that was sent by committee member
Jeffrey Lehrer, who also is the town-
ship attorney, to Councilman Will-
iam Vastine and Mr. Giaimis that
included ideas for the committee to
work on. Besides saying that the
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SP Council Approves Roof
memorandum should have been
shared with all members of the coun-
cil, the mayor pointed to several spe-
cific items including one that called
for the municipal building to be
moved from Park Avenue to the prop-
erty now occupied by the Jade Isle
restaurant on Terrill Road or behind
Park Middle School.

The mayor also cited references in
the Lehrer memorandum to there
being “no sacred cows,” telling Mr.
Doyle, “None of us know how far-
reaching you might be.”

Mr. Doyle assured the mayor that
the memorandum was not an official
committee document, and pointed
out that the notion of relocating the
municipal building had been dis-
cussed several years ago. Because it
is located in the business district,
Mr. Doyle said, it is a “legitimate”
issue to discuss. Referring to the
town hall site, he said, “This is a
valuable piece of property.” But Mr.
Doyle said that before any serious
discussion of moving the municipal
building could be held, the down-
town business district must first be
attractive and vibrant.

Any possibility of moving the
municipal building will come about
not from the committee, he said, but
as a result of a flourishing downtown
that is enticing to both shoppers and
businesses.

Cranford Fire Department
Holds Ceremony for Staff

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The Cranford Fire
Department held a ceremony, to a
packed town hall, for new hires and
advancements within the department
Tuesday at the Township Committee
meeting. The fire department hired
two new probationary firefighters,
Mark Bagniewski and Jason Kardel;
Arthur Anderson and Brian Ingraham
were advanced to lieutenant; and
Jonathan Wojcik and Andrew Stratton
were advanced to captain.

Captains John Talbot and William
Merwede retired effective August 1.

Capt. Stratton and Capt. Wojcik
are 16-year veterans of the depart-
ment.

Lt. Anderson holds 15 years of
service to the department and Lt.
Ingraham has served 12 years with
the department.

Probationary Firefighter
Bagniewski holds a degree in civil
engineering and Probationary
Firefighter Kardel is a certified me-
chanic.

The committee also presented a
proclamation for Barbara Ragone’s
service to the Cranford Volunteer First
Aid Squad to her daughter, Barbara
Cicalese Ragone, and First Aid Squad
member Art Nathan. Ms. Ragone
passed away July 9. She was a 40-
year active member of the squad.

Mayor Andis Kalnins and Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato noted the death
of Larry Furho, the township histo-
rian and a retired Cranford High
School history teacher. “He created
some of the history of Cranford,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

Derek Brooks, a 32-year resident
of Cranford, asked the committee to
attend the Wednesday, August 20
planning board meeting, where an
application will be heard regarding a
proposed mixed-use building that
seeks variances, including parking.
Mr. Brooks said that parking on
Buchanan Street, where he resides, is
congested and “has caused accidents.”

“This is a serious situation,” he
said.

The applicant for the mixed-use
building has stated that residents and
customers could park off-street, in-
cluding Buchanan Street, since his
application does not supply suffi-
cient on-site parking.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said she is working with the traffic
division of the police department on
the matter of parking on Buchanan
Street.

Mr. Brooks also invited the com-
mittee to attend a block party on
Saturday, August 30, to meet other
residents on the street to discuss their
concerns.

Mayor Kalnins said he, along with
other officials, will go to Congress on
Wednesday, September 10, to present
the petition supporting the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ Study on the
Rahway River Basin Flooding Re-
duction. The mayor asked area resi-
dents to sign the petition. The link is
found on the homepage —
cranford.com/township.

Salaries and wages for certain po-
sitions in the township were passed
under an ordinance as part of an on-
going effort to “bring some stability
and certainty to positions,” Deputy
Mayor Adubato said.

Paley Construction was awarded
the low bid contract of $766,708 to
complete renovations to the exterior
and first floor of the municipal build-
ing. This is funded by an insurance
settlement from damages caused by
Hurricane Irene, Mayor Kalnins said.

The township’s audit of its finan-
cial records for 2013 was filed under
resolution. Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. said, “Too many of the
recommendations on the report were
carryovers from the previous year.”
He said he hopes by next year that,
“all of the recommendations that have
been highlighted by the auditing
firm…will go away completely.”

“From last year to this year, there is
an outstanding reduction in comments
from the auditors,” Deputy Mayor
Adubato said in response.

Annual members of the pool who
have Horizon insurance can be reim-
bursed $15 per month through the
Horizon b Fit program, per the
program’s rules, and as passed under
township ordinance.

This summer, the township began
a Farmers Market every Thursday
from 2 to 7 p.m. The market will now
have a new vendor, Four Sisters Win-
ery, from Warren County, and the
committee passed an ordinance to
allow wine tastings at the market
from August 21 to October 30.

solve the issue.
The council also approved the

demolition of single-family dwell-
ings located at 56 Tamaques Way, 47
Woodbrook Circle, 785 Lenape Trail,
881 Lamberts Mill Road, 509 Boule-
vard, 867 Willow Grove Road, 106
Surrey Lane and 1001 Harding Street;
a single-family dwelling and detached
garage located at 316 Saint Georges
Place and a detached garage located
at 712 Standish Avenue.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, September 2, at 7
p.m., at the municipal building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street. The
conference session will be immedi-
ately followed by the council’s regu-
lar public meeting at 7:45 p.m.
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Garwood to Update Hazard Plan,
Hears About Field Delays

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator Emmit Garner hopes
to complete an updated “hazard commu-
nications plan” by November, the first
revision since 2010, that will conform to
new federal guidelines and regulations.

Mr. Garner, a Marine veteran of the
Vietnam War and nearly 30-year
Garwood resident, took over the position
earlier this year at the request of Mayor
Pat Quattrocchi, and undertook the up-
date, which will be submitted to county
officials. They, in turn, will combine it
with other municipalities’ submissions
before forwarding it to the New Jersey
State Police and federal authorities.

“The 2010 program focused on the 21
(Union County) borough/cities together
as hazards, county-wide,” Mr. Garner
told the Garwood council Tuesday dur-
ing the work session of its semimonthly
meeting. “The focus for 2014, or 2015,
when it’s implemented, will be jurisdic-
tional. In other words, my main concern
and plans will cover what we have here in
Garwood that we deal with.”

Mr. Garner has identified the borough’s
primary hazard as flooding along South
Avenue as well as the Center Street un-
derpass, and flash flooding. Further work
on what he called mitigation will be to
meet with engineers, scheduled for Thurs-
day. But he also noted that the 2014 focus
includes a broader approach of
regionalization and “mutual aid,” draw-
ing on resources available in neighboring
municipalities.

Mr. Garner will be able to incorporate
two military surplus Humvees, acquired
by the police department at no cost to the
borough. Councilman and Police Com-
mittee Chairman Mike Martin alerted the
council that the department recently had
acquired the two diesel vehicles, valued
at approximately $40,000 each, along
with four additional mounted tires,
through a website that makes available
surplus military equipment to munici-
palities at little or no cost.

Police department personnel took pos-
session of the Humvees at Fort Dix and

have stored them at the Department of
Public Works property on South Av-
enue. They are not for everyday use, Mr.
Martin said, but were acquired for emer-
gency purposes.

In other matters, the council said it
hoped to have a resolution ready for
consideration at its next meeting on Tues-
day, August 26, that will ask Cranford to
widen the capacity of the Orchard Brook.

At its last meeting in July, the council
was told by Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello that the main cause of recent
flash flooding experienced by residents
on the south side of the borough, particu-
larly Spruce Avenue, was due to the
relatively narrow culverts along the
Garwood Brook.

Garwood has been prohibited from do-
ing any work on the Garwood Brook by
the state Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) until Cranford increases
the capacity of Orchard Brook, which the
Garwood Brook becomes when it enters
Cranford and flows to the Rahway River.

Several council members expressed
dismay when Councilman Lou Petruzzelli
informed them that the $3.2-million Ath-
letic Field Complex, more than 15 months
behind schedule, still has no projected
completion date.

Several issues remain, Mr. Petruzzelli
said, including the still awaited delivery
of two doors – one interior and one exte-
rior – along with roofing and drywall
installation at the clubhouse. Addition-
ally, standing water has been noticed on
the field, likely requiring the re-grading.

Mr. Petruzzelli wants the whole project
completed before the borough takes pos-
session.

“I won’t accept it just to be done with
it,” he said. “For all this time, it better be
perfect.”

In other actions, the council restored
Chief Financial Officer Sandy Bruns to
full-time status. At its June 24 meeting,
the council voted to retain Ms. Bruns for
an indefinite period at reduced hours
after she had informed them she was
taking another position.

“The other job didn’t work out,” said
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma.

TAKING HIS OATH...Cranford Probationary Firefighter Mark Bagniewski is
sworn in during a ceremony at Tuesday’s Cranford Township Committee
meeting.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times


