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WF Candidates Explain Why They
Are Running for Board of Ed.
By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: The Westfield Leader
contacted candidates for The
Westfield Board of Education and
other towns within in our coverage
area this past week who had not submitted information on their candidacies. Those candidates who we were
not able to reach or for which we had
no contact information are invited to
submit information on their candidacies to editor@goleader.com.
WESTFIELD — Westfield candidates this week explained why

they want to serve on the board and
the qualifications they bring to the
table. Eight candidates have filed
for three seats on the board.
A Westfield resident since 2007,
Anastasia Harrison said that if she
is elected to the board, one of her
priorities would be helping to create an “acceptable” budget.
“At budget time I would like to
insure that the needs of the children
are met and not the first to be cut,
improving the facilities in which
they learn, and develop partnerships
to continue this work,” she said in a
letter to the editor.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

PAYING TRIBUTE…Danny V’s 52nd Street, a Billy Joel tribute band, entertains a large crowd on July 30 at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside during the
Union County free Summer Arts Festival. The concerts continue all summer long
every Wednesday beginning at 7:30 p.m.

MS Council Discusses
Changes to FD Regulations
By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Proposed
revisions to the regulations governing the operation of the borough’s
fire department and a continued debate over the current restrictions on
home and lot size (aka Floor Area
Ratio or FAR) dominated the borough council’s Tuesday session.
Councilman William Lane, who
serves as the community’s liaison
with the fire department, reported on
his recent discussions with Fire Chief
Peter Esemplare on proposed changes
to the current fire department regulations regarding term limits and appointments.
According to Mr. Lane, historically the fire chief has severed for a
one-year term and the members of
the department are considering a revision, which would provide for a
term of three years. The benefits of a
longer term include improved governance and continuity. In addition, a
longer term would be more effective
and efficient than the current election
cycle.

The second change would impact
the procedure for section of the deputy
chief. Presently, there are two deputy
chief positions, one is elected by the
members while the other position is
automatically reserved for the outgoing chief. The members of the fire
department have proposed amending the regulations so that both deputy
chiefs are elected by the members
rather than having one appointed
position reserved for the former chief.
Council members and Mayor Paul
Mirabelli discussed the issues and
after reaching no agreement agreed
to investigate the proposed revisions
further and discuss them again at the
September council meeting.
The council continued the animated
discussion which began several
months ago over whether the community had “gone too small” when it
restricted the FAR to 22.5 percent for
new homes several years ago. Council members debated the issues raised
by the reports received from the
borough’s planner and attorney, but
made no final decision on whether to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

PROPER DISPOSAL…Workers sort items during the Union County hazardous
materials collection event held Saturday morning at Union County VocationalTechnical Schools in Scotch Plains.

The mother of three daughters in
the public school system, Ms.
Harrison said she also wants to work
on maintaining and funding the
schools’ older facilities to continue
to provide opportunities for the students.
“I believe that my time and talents as an architect and facility planner can be of assistance to the
Westfield Board of Education with
managing our aging schools,” Ms.
Harrison said.
Ms. Harrison is currently a board
member/officer for the New Jersey
Chapter of the U.S. Green Building
Council, where she said she learned
how to serve on a team.
Currently a healthcare IT solutions provider, Michael Bielen has
used his experience to help improve
Westfield’s online presence. He
helped recreate the town’s website
with several town departments and
introduced social media to communicate with residents.
Mr. Bielen said the town’s emphasis on social media platforms
was particularly useful after Hurricane Sandy, with information distributed through Twitter and the
website.
“I look forward to bringing my
background, creativity and problem-solving experience, together
with fiscal prudence, to the board
of education for the benefit of our
students, teachers, school administrators and, ultimately, for all
Westfield residents,” he said in a
letter to the editor.
Mr. Bielen has lived in Westfield
for 15 years with his wife and twin
daughters, who will enter middle
school this fall.
“As a parent myself, I want to
help ensure that they and all
Westfield students continue to have
the resources, instruction and physical environment to excel academically in a rapidly changing world,”
Mr. Bielen said.
Serving as a board member since
April 2011, Mark Friedman hopes
to continue to serve on the board
because he said there is still unfinCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

NIGHT OUT…The Cranford Police Department held its National Night Out event Tuesday night at Patrolman Robert F.
Hand Plaza. Police and emergency vehicles, including a marked police patrol car, a zodiac jet-powered rescue boat, a police
motorcycle, emergency services unit utility vehicles and equipment from the Union County Office of Emergency
Management were on display.

Mayor Kalnins Discusses Flood
Project, Birchwood, Road Repairs
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford Mayor
Andis Kalnins discussed issues ranging the Rahway River flood control
project, and the Union County College
(UCC) athletic facility to the Riverfront
and Birchwood development projects
during and a recent interview with The
Westfield Leader.
“Flooding has always been an issue
in Cranford, (so) we are definitely looking to see what we can do to resolve
that,” the mayor said. “One of the ways
is to fight some of this overdevelopment that is going on in our area and
particularly also upstream.”
He said Cranford has been working

Parties Have Until Sept. 10
To File Sheriff Candidates
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Following the passing of long-time Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich two weeks ago,
officials are reviewing the legal process of holding a special election to
fill the vacancy. State Assemblyman
Joseph Cryan (D-20th, Union), who
serves as undersheriff, has been
named acting county sheriff in the
interim.
Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi told The Westfield Leader
her office is in the process of reviewing the legal state statutes for holding
the special election. She said the election, to be on the General Election
ballot in November, will be for a full,
three-year term and not for the two
years left on Sheriff Froehlich’s unexpired term. There also will not be
any Primary for the position, Ms.
Rajoppi explained.
“We are proceeding. The General
Election ballot will be drawn on
Monday according to statute. The
political parties have to September
10 to select sheriff candidates,” Ms.
Rajoppi told The Leader through an
e-mail.
According to state statute 40A: 9102, the election has to occur this
November as Sheriff Froehlich’s
death occurred more than 37 days
prior to the General Election. Had it
occurred within 37 days or less, the
election would have occurred in November of 2015.
All candidates for sheriff have to
by state statute be a resident of both
New Jersey and Union County for at

least three years.
Union County Republican Chairman Glenn Mortimer said his party
is looking for sheriff candidates.
“We are actively seeking a candidate for sheriff, but no one has come
forward yet,” Mr. Mortimer said. He
said the committee is looking for
someone “preferably with a law enforcement background.”
Mr. Mortimer invites any registered Republican to call the county
GOP headquarters if they are interested in running.
“I am happy to have them call
me,” Mr. Mortimer said. He added
that if multiple people apply the
GOP will screen the candidates and
decide on a candidate to appear on
the ballot.
Calls to Assemblyman Jerry Green
(D-22nd, Plainfield), Union County
Democratic Committee chairman,
were not returned.
Sheriff Froehlich passed away July
20 at Trinitas Regional Medical Center. He had served as sheriff since
1978 and was the longest-serving
sheriff in state history.
Assemblyman Cryan is one of
three undersheriffs who served under Sheriff Froehlich and is regarded
as the most likely candidate on the
Democratic ticket for sheriff.
If he is elected sheriff he would
have to resign from the state Assembly and the party would appoint a
new Assembly member to serve until the next General Election in November 2015. The 20th Legislative
District includes Elizabeth, Hillside,
Roselle and Union.

through the Mayors’ Council on
Rahway River Watershed Flood Control to get other towns to pass ordinances to put stormwater management
plans in place that contain “more stricter
controls.”
He said the township “continues to
fight” for federal and state funding for
the Army Corps of Engineers’ feasibility study of flood abatement projects
under consideration. A total of $1.2
million is needed to finish the study,
officials have said. The township is
looking to get the funding within three
years.
“We are trying to get it as quickly as
possible while it is fresh on people’s
minds to keep the momentum going,”
he said.
The state Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) and the
Army Corps have endorsed Alternative No. 4, which involves channel
improvements with modifications to
outlet pipes in the Orange Reservoir,
andAlternative No. 7A, which involves
raising homes in Cranford.
“Both the federal government and
the state have said they are committed
to getting us the money (for the story).
We just have to make sure that happens,” the mayor said.
He said the next step would be to

have Congress fund the project. In that
regard, the Rahway Mayors Council
has hired a lobbyist in Washington,
D.C. “to keep this on the front burners.”
“They (Rahway Mayors Council)
have limited funds and Cranford has
agreed to continue that (funding lobbyist) until at least the rest of this year
once they run out of money,” Mayor
Kalnins said.
When asked about the status of the
proposed 360-apartment development
at 215-235 Birchwood Avenue, 60 of
which would be “affordable” housing
units, the mayor said he assumes a
court date on the township’s appeal “is
still months away.” Cranford Development Associates (CDA) had sued the
township via a Builder’s Remedy Lawsuit, and in December of 2011, Judge
Lisa Chrystal decided in favor of the
developer. Cranford is appealing the
court ruling as well as permits issued to
CDA by the DEP.
“We think we have some really good
issues (in the township’s appeal of the
Birchwood development) as opposed
to some of the other development that
is occurring downtown,” he said, citing
the Riverfront development on South
Avenue across from the train station
and 555 South Avenue, located within
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SUMMER LEARNING…Westfield Public School teachers voluntarily returned
as students attending instructional technology workshops this summer. The 65
teachers that attended focused on honing their skills under the guidance of
Westfield’s Master Technology teachers Jeanine Gottko, at podium, and Adam
Pizzi. See story on page 17.
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WF Board of Ed. Candidates
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield school system, Peggy
ished business.
“I want to make sure that the kids Oster said she is running to serve on
who are in school now and the ones the board because she believes in
public education.
who will be with us for
“I chose to run to leyears to come will have
verage my personal exthe same, perhaps even
periences with the
better, opportunities
Westfield school systhan my kids had,” Mr.
tem to continue to give
Friedman said in a letback to the community
ter to the editor.
and to work to provide
Although there is a 2the best education pospercent budget cap each
sible for our children,”
year, Mr. Friedman said
said Ms. Oster, who has
the district was still able
lived in Westfield since
to fund roof repairs,
1988.
technology investments
Ms. Oster said one
and other infrastructure
Mark Friedman —
of her main priorities
investments.
Incumbent
is to collaborate with
“I believe that we are
good at cost control, but we must state legislators and examine the
look for alternative methods of state’s current funding formula to
bringing the outstanding services ensure its accuracy and look into
other options.
that we currently pro“I feel it is important
vide in the future,” he
for the future for pubsaid. “Costs are always
lic education in
going up and we cannot
Westfield to analyze
continue to pass these
those formulas and see
costs along to the taxif we can bring up more
payer.”
equality across all disMr. Friedman curtricts,” she said.
rently serves on the
While living in
board’s Finance ComWestfield, Ms. Oster
mittee as chairman and
served as president of
as a member of the
the parent-teacher orTechnology and Faciliganizations at Franklin
ties committees.
Peggy Oster
Elementary School and
“With your support
and three more years, we certainly Westfield High School. She is also
will be able to continue to improve currently treasurer of the College
on what is already one of the most Woman’s Club of Westfield, which
provides scholarships
outstanding school disto high-school stutricts in New Jersey,” he
dents.
said.
With two children alIn a letter to the ediready in the Westfield
tor published in The Alpublic schools and the
ternative Press, David
other joining in a few
Sexton said he has exyears, Christopher B.
perience in education as
Langhart said he wants
a high-school and comto be involved in the
munity college teacher
school system.
as well as covering lo“I want to have a
cal school systems for
voice in providing kids
several newspapers.
in Westfield with the
“Having spent some
Chris Langhart
best system possible,”
time reporting on local
school systems in the past, I was said Mr. Langhart, who works for a
impressed with how much quiet ef- law firm in Roseland.
Mr. Langhart said one of his confort the board members make every
cerns is losing good
month to ensure that
teachers who plan to
Westfield’s tradition of
retire due to changes
education is maintained
in the pension system
and improved,” Mr.
impacted by recent
Sexton said in the letstate legislation. He
ter.
also hopes to maintain
A software engineer
funding for extracurfor the past 20 years
ricular programs inwith children in the
cluding athletics, mupublic schools, he said
sic and art.
he has attended several
“I think a lot of
Westfield Board of Eduqualified people are
cation meetings.
Anastasia Harrison
running, and I look for“I will do my utmost
to help uphold the excellence of the ward to trying to be on the board,”
Westfield schools and bring my own he said.
Also running are Evan Molloy
experience and education to bear to
help continue and improve on that and Noreen Coleman.
tradition,” he said.
A retired mother of five children
www.goleader.com
who are in or have been through the
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Cranford, Garwood Cands.
Seeking School Bd. Seats
Mr. Shaw said. “I think the biggest thing I
bring is the ability to challenge long-standCRANFORD — Six Cranford residents
ing ideas.”
are seeking three seats on the board of
Mr. Shaw said board members and resieducation in this November’s election while
dents should question and challenge issues
four incumbents are runincluding unfunded mandates,
ning for the Garwood
the operation of public schools
school board.
and the role of standardized
A retired lawyer who is
tests.
now a teacher, Michael
“We have different chalCaulfield has served on the
lenges and the solutions are
board since 2003. Now
not always the same,” he said.
vice-president of the board,
“I would like to see us comhe has been a part of the
municate a little better as a
Policy and Curriculum
district with parents and famicommittees.
lies.”
“What’s motivating me
Mr. Shaw has lived in Cranto want to continue waving
ford since 2001 with his wife
a flag for any particular
and two children, who are both
issue is I want to continue
in the school system.
to participate and contribLisa Carbone, Daniel
JoAnn Boyle —
ute as a citizen of Cranford
DeMarco and Jacqueline Carr
Cranford
and participate in public
are also seeking seats on the
education endeavors,” said
Cranford board.
Mr. Caulfield, who has lived in Cranford
Serving on the Garwood board since
since 1988.
1991, Linda Koenig said four generations
Although he has several areas of interest,
of her family have lived in Garwood. She
he said that special education is one of his
has no children, but other members of her
main focuses since he is currently a specialfamily are currently in the school district.
education teacher in Irvington.
“The school district here has done well
“Overall, my guiding principles are to
for us, so it is my turn to give back,” she
make sure residents of Cranford and their
said.
children are all served in the school system
Ms. Koenig explained that due to cuts in
and getting the very best provided to them,”
funding, Garwood schools had to limit
he said.
some of their local programs, including less
Mr. Caulfield also wants to continue
language and AP courses. She said the
tracking each student’s progress and ensurschool also has to charge for student particiing that all students — regardless of their
pation in sports and other activities.
academic achievement — receive equal
“The students are getting less and the
attention.
taxpayers are paying more,” she said. “We’re
Serving on the board for the past nine
trying to make things better here and cutyears, JoAnn Boyle described education as
ting expenses without cutting programs.”
a “shared responsibility” that must involve
Ms. Koenig is also involved in education
both parents and community members.
on a county and state level, serving on the
“I am a parent and member of the comDelegate Assembly of the New Jersey
munity, and I have a core belief that giving
School Boards Association (NJSBA). She
back to your community, whether it is the
said she handles issues including teacher
schools, church or town, is imperative,”
evaluations and superintendent salary caps.
said Ms. Boyle, who has lived in Cranford
After attending enough educational profor 19 years and works as a health insurance
grams, she said she became a master board
broker.
member this past year.
Ms. Boyle emphasized the focus on perAaron Watkins said he has served on the
sonalized learning as a long-range endeavor
board for the last three years because he
that will customize students’ education to
loves Garwood and its residents. A resident
fit their strengths and weaknesses. She
for the past 18 years, he said he enjoys
believes the district has established effecserving his community.
tive programs even with funding concerns.
“Garwood is a beautiful town, and I
“I think even if we’re doing well, we
know a lot of good people,” said Mr.
need to keep it up because there are always
Watkins, who currently teaches social studnew challenges thrown at you,” she said.
ies and religion in Elizabeth. “That’s why
“What I’ve learned in the business world is
I’m a school teacher and love education.”
that you have to have the right leadership to
Mr. Watkins emphasized communicatlead people through that.”
ing with the students and continuing to
In addition to receiving high rankings,
improve education and making the schools
she is proud that the school district has
more “pro-child” as his reasons for running
expanded performing-arts opportunities for
for another term.
students.
Aside from serving on the board, he
Trevor Shaw has spent 20 years working
volunteers at soup kitchens with his church
in education and said he believes those
and is an officer at Knights of Columbus.
experiences bring different views to the
Also running are incumbents Christine
board. Serving for the past three years, he is
Guerriero and Kimberly Ficarra.
a former English teacher who is currently
Mountainside Board of Education inthe director of technology at Dwightcumbent Dante Gioia is the only borough
Englewood School in Bergen County.
candidate to file his candidacy as Cathy
“I feel like I still have a lot to contribute,”
Jakositz did not file for re-election.
By LISA HAGEN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Mayor Kalnins
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

a half-mile of the train station. “You
know that’s where development belongs — in the downtown, where people
can walk to the train, walk to the restaurants, walk to the stores. Birchwood
doesn’t make sense to put four stories,
360 units in the middle of a singlefamily, residential neighborhood secondary, tertiary streets (with) no real
stores.”
The mayor said the Birchwood development would result in its residents
having to take their cars to go into town,
thus utilizing what he called “ill
equipped” streets “and on top of that it
is in a flood zone.”
“You couldn’t have picked a worse
spot,” he said.
Speaking of the Riverfront development, he said the township’s new engineer, Maser Consulting of Red Bank, is
looking at plans associated with the
development, following recent flooding there after heavy rain deluged the
area in June.
“That area has always been a chronic
flooding issue. So they are going back,
making sure the development was built
to the specs and, assuming it is, come
with some recommendations on how
we can improve on that situation as
well as several other locations where
we’ve had much more severe chronic
flooding,” he said, citing Cranford’s
intense thunderstorms that have occurred over the past few months.
The township has asked Maser and
the Department of Public Works to see
if the flooding is because of a maintenance issue such as clogged storm sewers or if it is caused by design issues,
which would require “a longer-term
fix.”
Also, PSE&G will elevate its equipment at its South Avenue substation
above flood levels that resulted during
Hurricane Irene in 2011, a storm that
caused severe flooding in Cranford.
The mayor said he also hopes that
some of the substation’s infrastructure
will be upgraded.
The township has allocated $4 million in its capital budget this year to
focus on deteriorating roads in the township that have not been worked on in a
number of years. He said the money

will be used for both resurfacing as
well as drainage improvements. Mayor
Kalnins said road improvement projects
approved over the past few years are
being worked on this summer, with the
2014 roads projects expected to begin
in September.
Speaking on the UCC athletic complex, he said Cranford “fully supports”
the college in its efforts to build the
athletic complex for its soccer, lacrosse
and track programs at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark after the college opted not
construct the complex at its Cranford
campus following heavy opposition
from the township and neighbors. He
said details of UCC’s plans at Oak
Ridge still have to be worked out.
“I have not heard anything that would
lead me to believe that they (UCC) are
coming back to Cranford,” he said.
The mayor said Cranford has settled
contracts with all six of its employee
unions, which include police,
firefighters, public works and whitecollar unions. He said all the contracts
were settled within the state’s 2-percent cap on salary increases.
“I think it was fair. We made some
headway on some of the insurance
issues,” he said. He said the township
was able get some concessions on the
cashing in of sick days and duplicative
coverage.
He said he hopes with a new chief
financial officer in place that Cranford
can begin to do some longer-term financial and debt planning, “where we
can look ahead and continue some of
these capital programs so that this (the
2014 $4-million capital budget) is not
a one-time shot that we spend [a lot of]
money and fix the streets and don’t do
anything for 10 years and end up in a
worse spot than we are today.”
Mayor Kalnins said the goal is to
“maintain a decent capital program
without driving taxes up.”
On Cranford’s downtown, he noted
that the township’s vacancy rate “remains extremely low” at below 3 percent, noting that storefronts at the
Riverfront have been leased including
to a new Italian grocery store, Starbucks
and Subway, which moved from North
Avenue.

Photo courtesy of Rich Elbert

HOMETOWN NEWS...Kristie and Justin Elbert of Westfield enjoy The Westfield
Leader while on a recent vacation in Positano, Italy in June.

BH BOE Discusses SelfAssessment, Anti-Bullying
By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The board of
education met July 24 and saw two
PowerPoint presentations, one on the results of a district self-assessment program
on anti-bullying and the other on the Mary
Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center.
The anti-bullying report was presented
by Michael Riley, a Columbia Middle
School teacher, and anti-bullying coordinator Mary Ann McAdam, supervisor of
special education.
The report consisted of a district selfassessment outlining reported cases of HIB
(harassment, intimidation and bullying),
investigation and confirmed cases. District
investigations for the 2012-2013 school
year totaled 106, with only 35 confirmed
cases. In the 2013-2014 school year, 103
reports were investigated, resulting in 38
confirmed cases.
Last year’s assessment rubric was revised and distributed by the New Jersey
State Commissioner of Education. The district HIB specialists met with the HIB coordinator to review changes to the document.
The HIB specialists met with their school
safety teams to complete the assessment.
Results were scored and forwarded to the
anti-bullying coordinator. The results are
included in an electronic report due to the
New Jersey Department of Education
(NJDOE) by the end of September. Once
the reports are reviewed and approved by
the NJDOE, districts are required to post
the score on the district website.
In meeting the goals of the program, a
perfect score would be 78. The district
average in 2012-2013 was 62/75, which
equals 83 percent of the goals being met. In
2013-2014, the district average was 67/78,
which equals 86 percent of the goals met.
Student programs and staff training consisted of the school-based group Rachel’s
Challenge; Paula Rust; a parent group, as
well as suicide-prevention and bimonthly
coordinator meetings.
Board member Doug Reinstein asked
why there is a surge in incidents in the upper
grades. Ms. McAdam said, “That’s when
the students, for the first time, have their
own phones and a lot of the HIB incidents
are done on the Internet.”
“A lot of this is beyond our control; it’s
difficult to explain. There are new
websites out there. Many things happen
on social media. At the high school, we
had a problem with texting. We met with
small groups. The kids have to know
what their legal responsibilities are,”
she added. She said, “last year was our
first year for self-assessment.”
District Superintendent of Schools
Judith Ratner said, “The results this year
are 50 percent lower.” She added, “There
were fewer cases in the lower grades and
in the high school; they were tied to
social media. We’re responsible to investigate what takes place on the weekends, even if the kids are on vacation.
The good news is it hasn’t gotten worse.”
When asked by Mr. Reinstein how
the district can judge the effectiveness
of the programs, Ms. McAdam replied,
“We do it on a monthly basis, piece by
piece. It’s impossible to know everything that’s going on.”
The next PowerPoint presentation was
given by Anne Corley-Hand, the principal of the district’s Early Childhood
Center (preschool through first grade).
The presentation was based on field and
informed position statements by the National Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC), the
Children’s Defense Fund, the NJDOE
Division of Early Childhood research
review and observational data.
Ms. Corley-Hand said the NJDOE is
asking the district to be in a pilot program and to consider what students need
for first-grade success. The state pilot
program is asking districts to consider a
full-day kindergarten, transitional primary programs, and putting k-1 back in
elementary schools.
The state now expects kindergarten
students to be able to solve addition and
subtraction word problems, and to add
and subtract within 10 numbers. Ms.
Corley-Hand said the expectation used
to be within five numbers. The state also
wants the children to be able to analyze and
compare two- to three-dimensional shapes
in different sizes and orientations.
A half-day program starts at 8:45 a.m.
and goes until 11:45 a.m. A full-day program begins at 8:45 a.m. and goes until 3:10
p.m., with a 30-minute lunch break.
A survey of parents shows that most feel
that children would be better prepared for
first grade if they attended a full-day kindergarten. The Children’s Defense Fund in

2013 stated that a full-day kindergarten is a
necessary component of a comprehensive
early learning continuum to boost children’s
cognitive learning, creative problem-solving and social competence.
Included in the presentation was a quote
from Dr. Ellen Wolack of the NJDOE, “A
half-day program is inadequate to teach the
common core, let alone master it.”
Ms. Corley-Hand, however, disagreed
with that statement and said, “Common
Core is changing what we expect from a
child. I feel that the demands of the Common Core Curriculum are too much for the
kindergarten students. They need time to
play together, to get to know one another
and learn to interact with one another. That
is very important. It’s not for the children at
risk. They show signs of stress by acting
out. I am thrilled that we are part of the pilot
program, but there are a lot of things to talk
about and consider.”
Ms. Ratner said, “This is the first time
the community is seeing this. I don’t know
if we have all the answers this evening.” It
was suggested by board members that
there should be a committee within the
district to do in-depth research about enhanced readiness for first grade.
Regarding the full-day kindergarten
idea, the board felt there are many considerations, such as space, personnel and
costs.
The state suggests that the district form a
committee of board members, administrators, staff and parents, look at space and
costs, possibly restructure school configuration (k-2, 3-5) and develop a plan by June
of 2015 regarding full-day kindergarten.
The Berkeley Heights Board of Education will meet next on Wednesday, August
27, with an executive meeting at 7 p.m. and
combined conference and regular meeting
at 8 p.m., in the Columbia Middle School
music room, located at 345 Plainfield Avenue.

MS Council
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increase the FAR. Mayor Mirabelli
noted that a possible compromise,
which might ensure that homes “fit
nicely” on their lots would be to link
any increase in the FAR to a corresponding increase in the side-yard requirements.
The council also considered a report
from Borough Engineer Michael Disko
on a proposed change to the Rahway
Valley Sewage Authority (RVSA) ordinance. Mr. Disko explained that
Mountainside had, over several years,
expended a considerable amount of
financial resources and personnel to
insuring that the borough was fully
compliant with the regulations regarding discharge outflow. Mr. Disko expressed concern over the proposed
RVSA revisions, which would increase
member municipality outflows without any concomitant increase in fees.
Borough Attorney John Post noted
that an across the board increase could
potentially have a disparate impact on
smaller communities such as Mountainside and noted the borough had
never exceeded its contractual capacity with the RVSA. The council agreed
further investigation and analysis of
the issues associated with the proposed outflow increase was required
before any further action could be
taken.
In other business, council members
heard reports on the planning, which
is underway to commemorate New
Jersey’s 350th anniversary. Among
the activities which will occur in
Mountainside on Saturday and Sunday, October 18 and 19, include
children’s art projects, a pumpkin carving contest, and the creation of a portrait of the state flower with community member’s thumbprints placed on
each flower petal. Mayor Mirabelli
noted that the council and TV 36 would
fully support and publicize these efforts.
The council also voted to authorize a
$500 donation to PTA Fall Festival and
also approved raffle applications from
the Our House Foundation, the Mountainside PTA, Our Lady of Lourdes,
Community Access Unlimited and
ARC of Union County.
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FW Rejects Curbside Recycling Bids;
Hikes Non-Resident RR Station Fees
By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At an agenda meeting featuring several spirited exchanges among its members Tuesday night, the borough council rejected bids received for the curbside
collection of recyclables and for the
construction of the proposed skateboard park, and discussed significantly increasing annual permit fees
for non-residents parking at the
Fanwood train station. All permits
currently are held by Fanwood and
Scotch Plains residents.
The three-year curbside recycling

pickup bid submitted by Joseph
Smentkowski, Inc. of Jersey City
stipulated a cost of $265,614 in year
one, escalating roughly $3,000 per
year to $271,334 in year three.
Councilman Kevin Boris, advocating for the bid’s approval, said the
cost per household would equate to
about $106 per year, or $9 per month.
“I would pay $9 a month to get
curbside pickup. I’m just putting it
out there. Listen, I think there’s got to
be a lot of public discussion about
this. And we can’t just up and redo
the recycling center. There are a lot of
people that would say, ‘Oh sure, I’ll

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

YOUNG RIDER...A future officer tries on a police motorcycle for size at
Tuesday’s National Night Out celebration in Scotch Plains.

BH BOE Discusses SelfAssessment, Anti-Bullying
By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
board of education met July 24 and
saw two PowerPoint presentations,
one on the results of a district selfassessment program on anti-bullying and the other on the Mary Kay
McMillin Early Childhood Center.
The anti-bullying report was presented by Michael Riley, a Columbia Middle School teacher, and antibullying coordinator Mary Ann
McAdam, supervisor of special education.
The report consisted of a district
self-assessment outlining reported
cases of HIB (harassment, intimidation and bullying), investigation
and confirmed cases. District investigations for the 2012-2013
school year totaled 106, with only
35 confirmed cases. In the 20132014 school year, 103 reports were
investigated, resulting in 38 confirmed cases.
Last year’s assessment rubric was
revised and distributed by the New
Jersey State Commissioner of Edu-

cation. The district HIB specialists
met with the HIB coordinator to
review changes to the document.
The HIB specialists met with their
school safety teams to complete the
assessment. Results were scored and
forwarded to the anti-bullying coordinator. The results are included
in an electronic report due to the
New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) by the end of September. Once the reports are reviewed and approved by the
NJDOE, districts are required to
post the score on the district website.
In meeting the goals of the program, a perfect score would be 78.
The district average in 2012-2013
was 62/75, which equals 83 percent
of the goals being met. In 20132014, the district average was 67/
78, which equals 86 percent of the
goals met.
Student programs and staff training consisted of the school-based
group Rachel’s Challenge; Paula
Rust; a parent group, as well as
suicide-prevention and bimonthly
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PROPER DISPOSAL…A worker in a protective suit helps out during the Union
County hazardous materials collection event held Saturday morning at Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools in Scotch Plains.

pay $9 a month,’” Mr. Boris said.
As a retort to Mr. Boris’ comment
that the issue of funding the recycling
center was “swept under the rug,”
Councilman Dennis Levine, finance
committee chairman, said the
borough’s 2-percent budget-cap constraints necessitate rejection of the
bid.
“We’re at the cap limit. If you add
this to the budget you will have to
reduce by some like amount something else. And that’s the issue,” Mr.
Levine said.
Mr. Boris said he believes Mr.
Levine unilaterally decided to keep
this line item out of the budget. Responding again to Mr. Boris, Mr.
Levine said the issue of recycling
expenditures was raised at the time
the budget was being prepared earlier this year and will be raised again
in future budget preparation meetings.
Councilmen Jack Molenaar and
Tom Kranz, siding with Mr. Boris,
vigorously called for further discussion, including public hearings, on
this topic next year. Mayor Colleen
Mahr, seeking to mediate the debate,
agreed that the council should consider all recycling options going forward and be prepared to address the
matter as part of next year’s budget
process. She said in the meantime,
the council will reject the bid and
continue to subsidize the FanwoodScotch Plains Recycling Association
to the tune of $40,000 this year.
During the public safety report,
the council contemplated increasing the annual fee to park at the train
station to as high as $800 for nonresidents, while slightly lowering the
annual rate to $350 for borough residents. The borough currently charges
a yearly rate of $648 and $360 for
non-residents and borough residents,
respectively.
Mr. Levine and Councilman
Russell Huegel said the law of supply
and demand allows the council the
opportunity to raise rates significantly
for non-residents. Mr. Huegel said
the borough bears all the expenses of
maintaining the parking lots. “It’s
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Brian Horton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

JUNIOR FIREFIGHTER...Firefighter Dan Piccola of the Fanwood Fire Department helps 7-year-old Devin Pedrero of
Fanwood as he tries on a fireman’s helmet with his friends in Fanwood’s Ladder 1 at the National Night Out observance
in Fanwood’s LaGrande Park Tuesday night.

SP Candidates Explain Why
They Want to Serve on BOE
By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Editor’s Note: The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times contacted candidates
for school board in our coverage
area this past week who had not submitted information on their candidacies. Those candidates who we were
not able to reach or for which we had
no contact information are invited to
submit information on their candidacies to editor@goleader.com.
REGION — As the summer begins to wind down and the November election approaches, candidates
have recently filed to run for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education. Candidates explained
why they want to serve on the board
and the qualifications they bring to
the table.

Parties Have Until Sept. 10
To File Sheriff Candidates
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Following the passing of long-time Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich two weeks ago,
officials are reviewing the legal process of holding a special election to fill
the vacancy. State Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-20th, Union), who
serves as undersheriff, has been named
acting county sheriff in the interim.
Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times her office is in the process of reviewing the legal state
statutes for holding the special election. She said the election, to be on
the General Election ballot in November, will be for a full, threeyear term and not for the two years
left on Sheriff Froehlich’s unexpired term. There also will not be
any Primary for the position, Ms.
Rajoppi explained.
“We are proceeding. The General
Election ballot will be drawn on
Monday according to statute. The
political parties have to September
10 to select sheriff candidates,” Ms.
Rajoppi told The Times through an
e-mail.
According to state statute 40A: 9102, the election has to occur this
November as Sheriff Froehlich’s
death occurred more than 37 days
prior to the General Election. Had it
occurred within 37 days or less, the
election would have occurred in November of 2015.
All candidates for sheriff have to
by state statute be a resident of both
New Jersey and Union County for at

least three years.
Union County Republican Chairman Glenn Mortimer said his party
is looking for sheriff candidates.
“We are actively seeking a candidate for sheriff, but no one has come
forward yet,” Mr. Mortimer said. He
said the committee is looking for
someone “preferably with a law enforcement background.”
Mr. Mortimer invites any registered Republican to call the county
GOP headquarters if they are interested in running.
“I am happy to have them call
me,” Mr. Mortimer said. He added
that if multiple people apply the
GOP will screen the candidates and
decide on a candidate to appear on
the ballot.
Calls to Assemblyman Jerry Green
(D-22nd, Plainfield), Union County
Democratic Committee chairman,
were not returned.
Sheriff Froehlich passed away July
20 at Trinitas Regional Medical Center. He had served as sheriff since
1978 and was the longest-serving
sheriff in state history.
Assemblyman Cryan is one of
three undersheriffs who served under Sheriff Froehlich and is regarded
as the most likely candidate on the
Democratic ticket for sheriff.
If he is elected sheriff he would
have to resign from the state Assembly and the party would appoint a
new Assembly member to serve until
the next General Election in November 2015. The 20th Legislative District includes Elizabeth, Hillside,
Roselle and Union.

Four Scotch Plains residents are
seeking two seats on the board while
one incumbent is seeking reelection to her Fanwood seat.
Warren McFall has served six
years on the board, but with all of
the changes in Trenton that have
impacted funding, he feels that there
is more to accomplish. He said

schools are not receiving enough
funding to meet the demands for
special-education services.
“There is a lot more to do on the
board,” Mr. McFall said. “We have
to satisfy the people of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.”
The father of three children who
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Cranford, Garwood Cands.
Seeking School Bd. Seats
By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Six Cranford residents are seeking three seats on the
board of education in this November’s
election while four incumbents are running for the Garwood school board.
A retired lawyer who is now a teacher,
Michael Caulfield has served on the
board since 2003. Now vice-president
of the board, he has been a part of the
Policy and Curriculum committees.
“What’s motivating me to want to
continue waving a flag for any particular issue is I want to continue to participate and contribute as a citizen of Cranford and participate in public education
endeavors,” said Mr. Caulfield, who
has lived in Cranford since 1988.

Although he has several areas of
interest, he said that special education
is one of his main focuses since he is
currently a special-education teacher
in Irvington.
“Overall, my guiding principles are
to make sure residents of Cranford and
their children are all served in the school
system and getting the very best provided to them,” he said.
Mr. Caulfield also wants to continue
tracking each student’s progress and
ensuring that all students — regardless
of their academic achievement — receive equal attention.
Serving on the board for the past
nine years, JoAnn Boyle described
education as a “shared responsibility”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PAYING TRIBUTE…Danny V’s 52nd Street, a Billy Joel tribute band, entertains a large crowd on July 30 at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside during the
Union County free Summer Arts Festival. The concerts continue all summer long
every Wednesday beginning at 7:30 p.m.
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Brian Horton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FUN NIGHT OUT...Artist Evie Klotz of Fanwood works on the details on a face
painting for 7-year-old Hailey Flood of Fanwood, as her sister, Julia, looks on at
right, at the National Night Out observance in Fanwood’s LaGrande Park
Tuesday night.

Berkeley Heights BOE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

coordinator meetings.
Board member Doug Reinstein
asked why there is a surge in incidents in the upper grades. Ms.
McAdam said, “That’s when the
students, for the first time, have
their own phones and a lot of the
HIB incidents are done on the
Internet.”
“A lot of this is beyond our control; it’s difficult to explain. There
are new websites out there. Many
things happen on social media. At
the high school, we had a problem
with texting. We met with small
groups. The kids have to know what
their legal responsibilities are,” she
added. She said, “last year was our
first year for self-assessment.”
District Superintendent of
Schools Judith Ratner said, “The
results this year are 50 percent
lower.” She added, “There were
fewer cases in the lower grades and
in the high school; they were tied to
social media. We’re responsible to
investigate what takes place on the
weekends, even if the kids are on
vacation. The good news is it hasn’t
gotten worse.”
When asked by Mr. Reinstein how
the district can judge the effectiveness of the programs, Ms. McAdam
replied, “We do it on a monthly
basis, piece by piece. It’s impossible to know everything that’s going on.”
The next PowerPoint presentation was given by Anne CorleyHand, the principal of the district’s
Early Childhood Center (preschool
through first grade). The presentation was based on field and informed
position statements by the National
Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC), the

SP BOE
Candidates
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

have all completed their master’s
degrees, Mr. McFall said he is satisfied with the job on completing
the turf fields and the expansion of
the high school’s Mandarin-language program.
Although he had an unsuccessful
candidacy last year, Evan Murray
said he is excited to run again and
committed to serving the community he has lived in for the past
three-and-a-half years.
“This time around coming back
again, I am committed to try to get
on board and make change,” said
Mr. Murray, who works at Prudential in Newark. “I’ve been very vocal at the board of education last
year, and I’m really excited trying
to get involved in as much as I can.”
The father of two children, Mr.
Murray said his motives to run remain the same — focusing on fiscal
responsibility, full-day kindergarten, athletic programs and relationship management.
“Full-day kindergarten programs,
I believe, really prepare children
for future education and socialization,” he said. “I am a true believer
in youth athletic programs as the
foundation for successful highschool programs.”
During the time leading up to the
election, Mr. Murray hopes residents take the time to get to know
the candidates and understand their
positions.
“Ultimately, what I want is to
make sure people are voting for the
right candidate for the right reasons,” he said.
Michelle and Richard Polhamus
are the other two candidates seeking the Scotch Plains seats. Jeanne
Cleary is unopposed in her reelection bid for her Fanwood seat on the
board.

Children’s Defense Fund, the
NJDOE Division of Early Childhood research review and observational data.
Ms. Corley-Hand said the NJDOE
is asking the district to be in a pilot
program and to consider what students need for first-grade success.
The state pilot program is asking
districts to consider a full-day kindergarten, transitional primary programs, and putting k-1 back in elementary schools.
The state now expects kindergarten students to be able to solve
addition and subtraction word problems, and to add and subtract within
10 numbers. Ms. Corley-Hand said
the expectation used to be within
five numbers. The state also wants
the children to be able to analyze
and compare two- to three-dimensional shapes in different sizes and
orientations.
A half-day program starts at 8:45
a.m. and goes until 11:45 a.m. A
full-day program begins at 8:45 a.m.
and goes until 3:10 p.m., with a 30minute lunch break.
A survey of parents shows that
most feel that children would be
better prepared for first grade if
they attended a full-day kindergarten. The Children’s Defense Fund
in 2013 stated that a full-day kindergarten is a necessary component
of a comprehensive early learning
continuum to boost children’s cognitive learning, creative problemsolving and social competence.
Included in the presentation was
a quote from Dr. Ellen Wolack of
the NJDOE, “A half-day program is
inadequate to teach the common
core, let alone master it.”
Ms. Corley-Hand, however, disagreed with that statement and said,
“Common Core is changing what
we expect from a child. I feel that the
demands of the Common Core Curriculum are too much for the kindergarten students. They need time to
play together, to get to know one
another and learn to interact with
one another. That is very important.
It’s not for the children at risk. They
show signs of stress by acting out. I
am thrilled that we are part of the
pilot program, but there are a lot of
things to talk about and consider.”
Ms. Ratner said, “This is the first
time the community is seeing this. I
don’t know if we have all the answers this evening.” It was suggested
by board members that there should
be a committee within the district to
do in-depth research about enhanced
readiness for first grade.
Regarding the full-day kindergarten idea, the board felt there are
many considerations, such as space,
personnel and costs.
The state suggests that the district form a committee of board
members, administrators, staff and
parents, look at space and costs,
possibly restructure school configuration (k-2, 3-5) and develop a plan
by June of 2015 regarding full-day
kindergarten.
The Berkeley Heights Board of
Education will meet next on
Wednesday, August 27, with an
executive meeting at 7 p.m. and
combined conference and regular
meeting at 8 p.m., in the Columbia
Middle School music room, located
at 345 Plainfield Avenue.

that must involve both parents and com- since 1991, Linda Koenig said four
munity members.
generations of her family have lived
“I am a parent and member of the in Garwood. She has no children,
community, and I have a core belief but other members of her family are
that giving back to your community, currently in the school district.
whether it is the schools, church or
“The school district here has done
town, is imperative,” said Ms. Boyle, well for us, so it is my turn to give
who has lived in Cranford for 19 back,” she said.
years and works as a health insurMs. Koenig explained that due
ance broker.
to cuts in funding, Garwood
Ms. Boyle emphaschools had to limit
sized the focus on persome of their local prosonalized learning as a
grams, including less
long-range endeavor
language and AP
that will customize stucourses. She said the
dents’ education to fit
school also has to
their strengths and
charge for student parweaknesses. She beticipation in sports and
lieves the district has esother activities.
tablished effective pro“The students are getgrams even with fundting less and the taxing concerns.
payers are paying
“I think even if we’re
more,” she said. “We’re
doing well, we need to
trying to make things
JoAnn Boyle —
keep it up because there
better here and cutting
Cranford
are always new chalexpenses without cutlenges thrown at you,” she said. ting programs.”
“What I’ve learned in the business
Ms. Koenig is also involved in
world is that you have to have the education on a county and state level,
right leadership to lead people serving on the Delegate Assembly
through that.”
of the New Jersey School Boards
In addition to receiving high Association (NJSBA). She said she
rankings, she is proud that the school handles issues including teacher
district has expanded performing- evaluations and superintendent salarts opportunities for students.
ary caps.
Trevor Shaw has spent 20 years
After attending enough educaworking in education and said he tional programs, she said she bebelieves those experiences bring dif- came a master board member this
ferent views to the board. Serving past year.
for the past three years, he is a former
Aaron Watkins said he has served
English teacher who is currently the on the board for the last three years
director of technology at Dwight- because he loves Garwood and its resiEnglewood School in Bergen dents. A resident for the past 18 years,
County.
he said he enjoys serving his commu“I feel like I still have a lot to nity.
contribute,” Mr. Shaw said. “I think
“Garwood is a beautiful town, and I
the biggest thing I bring is the ability know a lot of good people,” said Mr.
to challenge long-standing ideas.”
Watkins, who currently teaches social
Mr. Shaw said board members and studies and religion in Elizabeth. “That’s
residents should question and chal- why I’m a school teacher and love
lenge issues including unfunded education.”
mandates, the operation of public
Mr. Watkins emphasized communischools and the role of standardized cating with the students and continuing
tests.
to improve education and making the
“We have different challenges and schools more “pro-child” as his reathe solutions are not always the sons for running for another term.
same,” he said. “I would like to see
Aside from serving on the board, he
us communicate a little better as a volunteers at soup kitchens with his
district with parents and families.”
church and is an officer at Knights of
Mr. Shaw has lived in Cranford Columbus.
since 2001 with his wife and two
Also running are incumbents Chrischildren, who are both in the school tine Guerriero and Kimberly Ficarra.
system.
Mountainside Board of Education
Lisa Carbone, Daniel DeMarco incumbent Dante Gioia is the only borand Jacqueline Carr are also seeking ough candidate to file his candidacy as
seats on the Cranford board.
Cathy Jakositz did not file for re-elecServing on the Garwood board tion.

Fanwood Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

our police that patrol it and our DPW
(Department of Public Works) that
cleans it,” Mr. Huegel added.
Mr. Molenaar noted that a daily
parking permit costs $5 and that the
current non-resident annual rate of
$648 equates to about $2.70 per day.
If the yearly fee were hiked to $800,
the daily cost of parking would still
amount to less than $5 per day, Mr.
Molenaar said.
“When people drive to our train
station, they create traffic, they create
pedestrian hazards, so I think people
that are coming from out of town
should be paying more, and should
be paying substantially more,” Mr.
Molenaar said.
Mr. Kranz said he believes charging non-residents $800 is “a money
grab” and contradicts what the borough has been promoting recently. “I
think it’s crazy. On the one hand
we’re telling people we want them to
use mass transit. We have the oneseat ride. On the other hand you want
to penalize them to park their car? So
you can come in and use the one-seat
ride. Go ahead, Scotch Plains people,
but you’ve got to pay 800 bucks to
park here. That’s a lot of money,
man,” Mr. Kranz said.
Given the excess demand for parking, Mr. Molenaar suggested eliminating the wait list for permits. Mayor
Mahr said this could add approximately $19,000 in additional revenue
and that vehicles can be diverted to
park on neighboring streets such as
La Grande Avenue. Mayor Mahr said,
however, she would defer to Police
Chief Richard Trigo regarding ve-

Fanwood Night Out by Christina M. Hinke

hicle overflow in the lots.
After other members offered their
viewpoints, the council decided to
support increasing the annual fee for
non-residents to $700, maintaining
the $360 yearly rate for Fanwood
residents and eliminating the permit
waiting list for at least a year.
During the recreation portion of
the meeting, Borough Chief Financial Officer Fred Tomkins said the
total bids for the skateboard park
totaled $310,000, or $60,000 above
the $250,000 budgeted for the project.
Citing the reasons for the higherthan-expected total bid, Mayor Mahr
said Adams, Rehmann & Heggan
(ARH), the engineering and consulting firm managing the project, “underestimated certain line items,” and
that the bid from the skate park designer, Spohn Ranch Skateparks, also
came in higher than expected.
As reported in the June 12 edition
of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
Recreation Commission Executive
Director Bob Budiansky told the
council that the design plans would
be a fixed cost because the materials
for the ramps were being provided by
Spohn, a state-approved contractor.
The council rejected the two bids
and authorized to re-bid the project.
Mr. Tomkins said that if a second
round of bids is rejected, the borough can then enter into negotiations with a contractor.
In other reports, Borough Engineer Peter Bondar provided an update on several road projects, including Hunter Avenue/Phase 2 and
the additional cleaning and paving
of Tillotson Road, from Westfield
Avenue to Midway Avenue, which
should be completed by Labor Day.
Mayor Mahr, exasperated over the
slow pace of various road projects in
the borough, including two being
handled by Fischer Contracting Inc. of
Scotch Plains, urged Mr. Bondar to
help expedite the process. She also
expressed her displeasure to Mr. Bondar
over off-duty police patrol or flagman
expenses on certain roads being charged
to the borough’s budget when they
should be an “all-encompassing” part
of a contractor’s bid.

Photo courtesy of Rich Elbert

HOMETOWN NEWS...Kristie and Justin Elbert of Westfield enjoy The Westfield
Leader while on a recent vacation in Positano, Italy in June.

CF Mayor Discusses Flood
Project, Road Repairs
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Cranford Mayor
Andis Kalnins discussed issues ranging from the Rahway River flood
control project and the Union County
College (UCC) athletic facility to the
Riverfront and Birchwood development projects during a recent interview with The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times.
“Flooding has always been an issue
in Cranford, (so) we are definitely
looking to see what we can do to
resolve that,” the mayor said. “One of
the ways is to fight some of this overdevelopment that is going on in our
area and particularly also upstream.”
He said Cranford has been working through the Mayors’ Council on
Rahway River Watershed Flood Control to get other towns to pass ordinances to put stormwater management plans in place that contain
“more stricter controls.”
He said the township “continues
to fight” for federal and state funding for the Army Corps of Engineers’ feasibility study of flood
abatement projects under consideration. A total of $1.2 million is
needed to finish the study, officials
have said. The township is looking
to get the funding within three years.
“We are trying to get it as quickly
as possible while it is fresh on
people’s minds to keep the momentum going,” he said.
The state Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) and the
Army Corps have endorsed Alternative No. 4, which involves channel
improvements with modifications to
outlet pipes in the Orange Reservoir, and Alternative No. 7A, which
involves raising homes in Cranford.
“Both the federal government and
the state have said they are committed to getting us the money (for the
study). We just have to make sure
that happens,” the mayor said.
He said the next step would be to
have Congress fund the project. In
that regard, the Rahway Mayors
Council has hired a lobbyist in Washington, D.C. “to keep this on the
front burners.”
“They (Rahway Mayors Council)
have limited funds and Cranford has
agreed to continue that (funding lobbyist) until at least the rest of this
year once they run out of money,”
Mayor Kalnins said.
When asked about the status of
the proposed 360-apartment development at 215-235 Birchwood Avenue, 60 of which would be “affordable” housing units, the mayor said
he assumes a court date on the
township’s appeal “is still months
away.” Cranford Development Associates (CDA) had sued the township via a Builder’s Remedy Lawsuit, and in December of 2011, Judge
Lisa Chrystal decided in favor of the
developer. Cranford is appealing the
court ruling as well as permits issued to CDA by the DEP.
“We think we have some really
good issues (in the township’s appeal of the Birchwood development)
as opposed to some of the other
development that is occurring
downtown,” he said, citing the
Riverfront development on South
Avenue across from the train station and 555 South Avenue, located within a half-mile of the train
station. “You know that’s where
development belongs — in the
downtown, where people can walk
to the train, walk to the restaurants, walk to the stores. Birchwood
doesn’t make sense to put four stories, 360 units in the middle of a
single-family, residential neighborhood secondary, tertiary streets
(with) no real stores.”
The mayor said the Birchwood
development would result in its residents having to take their cars to go
into town, thus utilizing what he

called “ill equipped” streets “and on
top of that it is in a flood zone.”
“You couldn’t have picked a worse
spot,” he said.
Speaking of the Riverfront development, he said the township’s new
engineer, Maser Consulting of Red
Bank, is looking at plans associated
with the development, following recent flooding there after heavy rain
deluged the area in June.
“That area has always been a
chronic flooding issue. So they are
going back, making sure the development was built to the specs and,
assuming it is, come up with some
recommendations on how we can
improve on that situation as well as
several other locations where we’ve
had much more severe chronic flooding,” he said, citing intense thunderstorms that have occurred over the
past few months.
The township has asked Maser
and Cranford’s Department of Public Works to see if the flooding is
because of a maintenance issue such
as clogged storm sewers or if it is
caused by design issues, which
would require “a longer-term fix.”
Also, PSE&G will elevate its equipment at its South Avenue substation
above flood levels that resulted during Hurricane Irene in 2011, a storm
that caused severe flooding in Cranford. The mayor said he also hopes
that some of the substation’s infrastructure will be upgraded.
The township has allocated $4 million in its capital budget this year to
focus on deteriorating roads in the
township that have not been worked
on in a number of years. He said the
money will be used for both resurfacing as well as drainage improvements.
Mayor Kalnins said road improvement projects approved over the past
few years are being worked on this
summer, with the 2014 roads projects
expected to begin in September.
Speaking on the UCC athletic complex, he said Cranford “fully supports” the college in its efforts to
build the athletic complex for its soccer, lacrosse and track programs at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark after the
college opted not to construct the
complex at its Cranford campus following heavy opposition from the
township and neighbors. He said details of UCC’s plans at Oak Ridge
still have to be worked out.
“I have not heard anything that
would lead me to believe that they
(UCC) are coming back to Cranford,” he said.
The mayor said Cranford has settled
contracts with all six of its employee
unions, which include police,
firefighters, public works and whitecollar unions. He said all the contracts were settled within the state’s
2-percent cap on salary increases.
“I think it was fair. We made some
headway on some of the insurance
issues,” he said. He said the township
was able get some concessions on the
cashing in of sick days and duplicative coverage.
He said he hopes with a new chief
financial officer in place that Cranford can begin to do some longerterm financial and debt planning,
“where we can look ahead and continue some of these capital programs
so that this (the 2014 $4-million capital budget) is not a one-time shot that
we spend [a lot of] money and fix the
streets and don’t do anything for 10
years and end up in a worse spot than
we are today.”
Mayor Kalnins said the goal is to
“maintain a decent capital program
without driving taxes up.”
On Cranford’s downtown, he
noted that the township’s vacancy
rate “remains extremely low” at below 3 percent, noting that storefronts
at the Riverfront have been leased
including to a new Italian grocery
store, Starbucks and Subway, which
moved from North Avenue.
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Man Indicted For Stealing
$4 Mil. From Employers
BERKELEY HEIGHTS — A
Union County grand jury has returned
an indictment against a Berkeley
Heights man charged with stealing
millions of dollars from his employers during the course of approximately eight years, acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park
announced last week.
Albert Thomson, 48, was indicted
on a single count of second-degree
theft by deception. Thomson was arrested in March following a prolonged
Elizabeth Police Department investigation that ultimately revealed the
pattern of theft from the Elizabethbased New England Motor Freight, a
large trucking company, and two related companies, Eastern Freightways
Inc. and Carrier Industries Inc., according to Union County Assistant
Prosecutor Ann Rubin, who is prosecuting the case.

Part of Thomson’s duties previously involved registering many of
the companies’ thousands of vehicles
in the various states where they operate, Ms. Rubin explained.
Yet at various times from 2005
through 2013, Thomson would allegedly put in registration requests
for vehicles that had already been
registered, then pocket or spend the
checks cut by his employers to cover
the costs. Thomson ultimately used
the misappropriated funds to purchase a Mercedes-Benz, to rent a
residence at the Jersey Shore, to
provide himself with a personal
trainer, and to pay credit-card bills,
among other things, according to
Ms. Rubin.
The total value of the stolen funds
topped $4 million, Ms. Rubin said.
Thomson currently remains free on
$250,000 bail.

Crime Victims No Longer to
Be Charged for Police Reports
TRENTON — Bipartisan legislation sponsored by Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) that prohibits a government agency from charging the victim of a crime for copies of reports
relating to the offense was signed
into law last week by Governor Chris
Christie.
“This bill continues New Jersey’s
strong policy of assisting victims
of crimes by not charging them fees
for access to their own records.
Moreover, as the Superior Court of
New Jersey has already recognized
[that] disclosure of any person’s
Open Public Records Act requests
implicates privacy, confidentiality,
and competitive advantage concerns. Because disclosure of crime
victims’ record requests raises the
additional concern of their physical safety, the bill makes explicit
for crime victims the previously
established general policy that
record requests made under the
Open Public Records Act are not
subject to disclosure,” the Governor said in a statement.
“Victims of crimes endure emotional anguish and physical pain,”
Asm. Bramnick said. “Providing them
copies of documents related to the
crime at no charge is the least we can
do. An injured party should not have
to pay to obtain access to information
relevant to their case.”

Under the bill, A-1676, a victim
would not be charged for any law
enforcement agency report, domestic
violence offense report, or temporary
or permanent restraining order. Currently, the Open Public Records Act
(OPRA) does not contain an exemption from fees for victims of crime.
Mr. Bramnick’s bill is also sponsored by Assembly Republicans Jay
Webber (R-26th, Parsippany),
Nancy Muñoz (R-21st, Summit),
Anthony M. Bucco (R-25th,
Randolph)
and
Caroline
Casagrande (R-11th, Freehold), and
Assembly Democrats Gordon
Johnson (D-37th, Teaneck) and
Carmelo
Garcia
(D-33rd,
Hoboken.)
“It is fair and reasonable that
someone who is victimized by a
criminal act should not be required
to pay for documents related to the
alleged crime,” Asm. Webber said.
“Victims have legitimate reasons to
obtain copies of police reports or
other legal documents. This legislation rightly removes a financial
burden that an injured party should
not have to consider in order to
access relevant information to their
case.”
“It was just adding insult to injury
when a crime victim was told they had
to reach into their pockets to pay for a
police report or a copy of a restraining
order,”Asw. Casagrande said.

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

KEEPING KIDS SAFE... Union County Freeholder Chairman Christopher
Hudak, left, and Freeholders Vernell Wright, second from left, and Linda Carter
met with Ron Esposito from the New Jersey Automobile Club (AAA) and
Christine Marcantonio, right, from the Union County Police Department at the
Child Safety Seat Inspection station before the Union County “Family Fun and
Flix” drive-in movie night at the Galloping Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth. For
information about the Union County Child Safety Seat Inspection Program, visit
www.ucnj.org/government/child-safety-seats or call (908) 789-6830.

GOP, DEMs Losing Ballot
Advantage This Year
TRENTON — The two left-most
columns on New Jersey election ballots have been reserved for the Democrats and Republicans. This year,
however, Democrats and Republicans will be losing the electoral advantage, according to a press release
from the New Jersey Libertarian Party
(NJLP).
New Jersey law requires that to
have a party column, a political
party must “poll at any Primary
Election for a General Election of
at least 10 percent of the votes cast
in the state for members of the General Assembly at the next preceding
General Election.” This year, Democrats and Republicans fell short.
During the 2013 General Election
there were 3,726,973 votes cast for
New Jersey General Assembly. In
the following Primary, the unofficial results show that just fewer
than 200,000 votes were cast in the
Democratic Primary, and only
152,000 votes were case in the Republican Primary.
Since neither party met the required
threshold to have their own column
in the November 2014 General Election, on Monday, August 11 at 3 p.m.,
each county will be holding a drawing to determine ballot position. This
year the establishment parties will
not get a separate drawing for the first
two columns.

“While we are happy that this ballot disparity is coming to an end,
there is still work to be done. No set
of candidates should ever receive preferential treatment over other candidates based on past support,” says
NJLP Chair Patrick McKnight. “Giving an advantage to one set of candidates is not the way to run fair elections, nor the way a free society
works.”
In the past three years the number
of registered Libertarian Voters has
grown 61 percent while the number
of registered Republicans and Democrats as a percentage of total registered voters has been declining, according to the NJLP.

Lance Issues Statement
On Passage Of VA Bill
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) released
the following statement following
passage of the bipartisan compromise on reforming the Veterans
Administration, the Veterans’ Access to Care through Choice, Accountability, and Transparency
Act.”
“This is the first step in a long
road to true transformation of the
Veterans Administration that must
restore the confidence our nation’s
heroes have lost in the desperately
broken bureaucracy. Today’s package will immediately allow veterans experiencing long wait times
to have access to the timely and
high quality care they need and
deserve, make critical improvements to facilities, hold executives
and managers accountable for poor
performance and hire more doctors and staff with expertise in
PTSD, brain injuries and sexual
assault.”

DWI Charges?

Senate, Assembly Pass Bail Bills,
Pre-Trial Release System Bill
In a special summer session of the
State Senate last Thursday ordered
by Governor Chris Christie, lawmakers passed a constitutional amendment to allow judges to deny bail to
some offenders (SCR128) along with
legislation (S-946) to establish an
alternative pre-trial release system so
that poor defendants are not held in
jail because they cannot afford bail.
SCR128 passed in the Senate by a
tally of 31 to 0 while S-946 passed by
a vote of 29 to 5. The Assembly on
Monday passed SCR128, 60-0-8, and
S-946 by a vote of 53-7-9.
In addition, the Assembly passed a
resolution (SCR84), 58-9-1, to ask
voters to amend the constitution to
increase the amount the government
spends to acquire and preserve open
space. The resolution was passed by
the Senate in June. Monday was the
deadline to put constitutional amendment questions on the ballot this
November.
Judge Rules In Favor of BH
Mayor In Lawsuit Filed By Chief
A Superior Court judge has ruled
against Berkeley Heights Police Chief
Mike Mathis in his lawsuit against
Mayor Joe Bruno to be reinstated to
his job, The Star-Ledger has reported.
Mr. Mathis had argued that he had
been forced out as chief after he first
announced his intention to retire, but
then changed his mind.
Judge Mark Ciarrocca shot down a
temporary restraining order Mr. Mathis
had sought, which the former chief
had sought to stay in office while the
case was decided in the courts.
The paper reported that Mr. Mathis
had filed retirement paperwork with
the state Division of Pension and
Benefits, but later withdrew it and
told the mayor he planned to stay on
he job. Mayor Bruno said he had
started the process to hire a new police chief, and had offered Mr. Mathis
24 hours window to reconsider, but
the chief recanted days after that the
deadline.
Mr. Mathis told The Ledger he
would “absolutely” continue seeking reinstatement. His attorney, Vito
Gagliardi, said Judge Ciarrocca’s ruling was against the motion that would
have kept Mr. Mathis as police chief
through the trial, and not a final decision on his employment. He had been
chief for four years and with the
department for more than 29 years.
Mayor Bruno said he will appoint
an acting chief to serve until the case
is “a permanent done deal,” The Ledger reported.
Final arguments are expected in
december.
CNN Poll: Christie Leads Paul
For ’16 Nomination for President
A new CNN polls has Governor
Chris Christie with a one percentage
point lead over Kentucky Senator

Rand Paul with 13 percent of the vote
among likely Republican candidates
President in 2016, newsmax.com has
reported. Gov. Christie poll numbers
were up five points from a June survey. The poll has a three-percentage
point margin of error.
A new Fox News poll has Hillary
Clinton ahead by 10 points ahead of
every Republican candidate. Mrs.
Clinton leads Gov. Christie by a 50 to
40 percent margin in the poll.
The former First Lady also leads
Sen. Paul, 52 to 41 percent. and former
Florida Governor Jeb Bush, 52 to 39
percent.
GOP Needs to Gain Six Seats
To Take Senate Majority
Republicans need to gain six seats
this November to take control of the
United States Senate. Fox News First
readers feel the states most likely to
flip are: Arkansas (13.6 percent),
Louisiana (11.9 percent), Montana
(11.9 percent), West Virginia (11.2
percent), South Dakota (10.5 percent) and North Carolina (10.0 percent).
James Brady Dies; Shot During
Reagan Assassination Attempt
James S. Brady, the press secretary
to President Ronald Reagan who was
shot in the head during an assassination attempt on the President on
March 30, 1981 and who faught for
less access to guns in American society, died Monday at age 73, according to a Washington Post report.
President Reagan had just addressed
a gathering of the AFL-CIO at the
Hilton Hotel in Washington and was
walking to his limousine with Mr.
Brady and other staffers when he was
fired upon on by John W. Hinckley Jr.
Mr. Brady was left partially paralyzed
after the shooting. Legislation known
as the Brady Bill was passed and sihned
by President Bill Clinton in 1993 requiring background checks for handguns bought from federally licensed
dealers.
Mr. Brady had also worked in the
administrations in the 1970s of Presidents Richard M. Nixon and Gerald
R. Ford as special assistant to the
secretary of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), special assistant
to the director of the Office of Management and Budget and as an assistant to then-Defense Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld.

Christie Signs Bills
TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie last week signed the the following pieces legislation:
A-2444/S-2129, allows a person to
request voluntary exclusion from gaming activities without acknowledging
being problem gambler and A-3346/
S-2138, allows re-employment by
school district of Teachers’ Pension
and Annuity Fund (TPAF) retirees as
coaches of athletic activities when
compensation is under $10,000.

Comparing Retirement Communities?

Call Jon Bramnick
And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
www.jonbramnick.com
The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Dentistry Today
by Scott B. Schaffer, DMD

HOW STRESS AFFECTS YOUR ORAL HEALTH

Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)
Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions
Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
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Stress not only harms your heart and
digestive tract, induces hypertension, and
causes skin problems, it can also affect
the soft tissues of the mouth, teeth, and
gums. To begin with, stress (as well as
fatigue and allergies) increases the risk of
developing canker sores, which, although
not contagious, can be painful. They usually disappear in seven to ten days, during
which time over-the-counter topical anesthetics may help quell discomfort. Additionally, stress causes tooth-grinding (bruxism), which has the potential to chip and
even fracture teeth. Finally, extreme stress
may cause some people to overlook brush       

even short-term stress increases the likelihood of “gingivitis” (bleeding gums), which
can progress to serious gum disease.

While there are promising treatments
for stress, the management of the same
is mostly dependent on the ability and
willingness of a person to make the
changes necessary for a healthy lifestyle. There is an abundance of innovative technologies and devices available
to help us improve the quality and comfort of care we deliver. We emphasize
preventive dentistry for the entire family.
When was the last time you had a dental
checkup? Please call us to schedule an
appointment. Smiles are our business.
We are the proud recipient of the 2013
Best of Clark Award in Dentistry.
P.S. Cold sores (or “fever blisters”), which
        
    
     

Valley Road Dental Excellence
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Visit our website at www.thesmileclub.com
for more details about Dr. Schaffer.

Fellowship
Village
Stands Out from the Rest
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community with gabled roofs
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on 72 scenic acres.
A vibrant, active lifestyle
Outstanding dining options, stimulating cultural,
educational and social opportunities as well as health,
fitness and wellness programs.
Tried and true
A trusted and much sought after, not-for-profit
continuing care retirement community with a solid
financial position.
Outstanding on-site healthcare
Peace of mind knowing that the area’s
most complete continuum of healthcare
services is on-site.
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event, more information
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New Workforce Training
Integrates Libraries as Partners
By Rep. Rush Holt
Congressman for The 12th District

Sixteen years ago, the Workforce
Investment Act was signed into law to
ensure job seekers could access
trainings necessary to develop their
skills in ways that matched employers’ needs. This federally-supported
job training and job search assistance
had previously only been available in
New Jersey’s 30 One-Stop Career
Centers located across our 21 counties. It was a good bill, but it was never
reauthorized or brought up to date
until last week. The 1998 version of
the law did not mention computers,
and it did not include libraries.
In 2012, I visited the East
Brunswick Public Library to announce the Workforce Investment
through Local Libraries (WILL) Act,
legislation I introduced to include
public libraries in these job training
efforts. Libraries are often the first
places Americans go to for skill development and job search assistance,
and particularly in New Jersey, libraries and librarians have been leading this effort to help job seekers.
According to a recent survey, 95 percent of our libraries already help
people access and use employment
resources, including assistance with
job searches, creating resumes, and
submitting employment applications.
This week, I returned to the East
Brunswick Library to join state and

Assembly Passes Open
Space Legislation
STATE — NJ Keep It Green has
praised the state Assembly for its 589 vote to pass legislation (SCR84) to
establish a long-term source of sustainable funding for the preservation
of New Jersey’s open spaces, parks,
waterways and historic sites. The
Senate voted 36-1 in favor of the
legislation in June. The measure will
appear on the November ballot.
“The Assembly clearly understands
the critical importance of investing in
programs that protect our water supply, preserve our family farms, provide for parks and other spaces, and
safeguard our historic treasures,” said
NJ Keep It Green Chairman Tom
Gilbert. “With little to no funds left
for these programs, we are incredibly
grateful that the Assembly recognized
the urgent nature of the situation and
voted to advance the measure to the
ballot this November.
Under the ballot question, preservation programs would receive approximately $71 million annually the
first five years, and then $117 million
annually thereafter.

national library advocates in celebrating the new workforce training law
that I helped write. The new law
integrates local libraries as full partners in the nation’s One-Stop system,
providing funding to support job
search services at the more than 300
libraries in our state. Libraries now
may be paid for what they have already been doing, and job seekers
will benefit from expanded and improved job search services.
Facts vs. Rhetoric
For the past five years, Republican
rhetoric on the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) declared that the ACA has
ruined our healthcare system. Republican Members of Congress bemoaned these reforms, as if the old
healthcare system that kicked people
off insurance after reaching an arbitrary spending cap or denied coverage to individuals with pre-existing
conditions was a system worth keeping. Paul Krugman recently described
this effort in The New York Times.
In reality, the ACA has successfully improved our healthcare system. For example, Medicare spending since the passage of the ACA,
adjusting for inflation, has been flat
or negative. So while our economy
has expanded, spending on healthcare
has actually declined and now the
Medicare trust fund will be solvent
for five additional years.
The Department of Health and
Human Services reported over 8.2
million seniors have saved more than
$11.5 billion on prescription drugs.
Additionally, 42,000 New Jerseyans
will be receiving a total of $3.4 million in refunds this year from insurance companies who had overcharged
them for their healthcare.
The facts show that healthcare reform is working. We can build on
these successes to improve healthcare
for all Americans.
Working for You
Recently, I was contacted by a constituent who found himself without a
valid Passport just days before scheduled travel despite having applied in
advance to renew his Passport. When
I inquired with the National Passport
Center (NPC), I discovered they had
misplaced documents the constituent had previously submitted. At my
request, the NPC expedited the passport renewal and agreed to waive the
fees associated. I am happy to report
that the constituent received his renewed Passport the following day
and was able to make his trip.
If you are experiencing issues with
the federal government and you think
I can help, please contact me by calling 1-87-RUSH-HOLT.

Assembly Passes Bail
Reform, Pretrial Bills
TRENTON — The State Assembly on Monday granted final legislative approval to bipartisan legislation
that will overhaul the criminal justice
process in New Jersey by creating a
fairer bail system.
The measure, S-946/A-1910,
would reform the way in which bail
and pretrial release determinations
are made; provide courts with the
authority to deny pretrial release;
establish speedy trial deadlines; and
authorize the judiciary to revise fees
to help fund a pretrial risk assessment and monitoring program, legal services for the poor and other
court-related programs and services. The bill was sent to the
Governor’s desk.
“We cannot afford to allow the
current system to continue,” said
Annette Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth).
“There is near universal agreement
that it doesn’t work. We see violent
repeat offenders back on our streets
too soon, while others wait in jail for
months on end for their trial. Common sense reform like this is very
clearly needed.”
Also passed on Monday was
SCR-128, which would authorize
a court, under certain circumstances, to order the pretrial detention of a person in a criminal case
by changing the current constitutional right to bail. The question
will be appear on the November
General Election ballot.
“I am glad the Senate and Assembly have approved virtually the
same legislation I sponsored in June,
2012 that will keep violent people

Bramnick Supports
Denying Bail to
Violent Criminals
TRENTON – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) and Speaker Vincent Prieto
(D-32nd, Secaucus) worked together
to permit judges the option to keep
violent criminals in jail. Legislators
approved a measure (SCR-184) to
ask voters in November if the state
constitution should be amended to
give judges the authority to deny bail
to dangerous offenders.
“Today, the Assembly passed legislation that gives judges the ability
to deny bail to dangerous offenders.
With this authority, courts can keep
our families and communities safe. I
am confident voters will support this
important change,” Asm. Bramnick
said.
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Eck Accepts Invitation
To Debate on Sept. 18th

off the street. This amendment is a
common sense measure that will
help protect the public. The
safety and welfare of our citizens is one of the most important responsibilities for legislators. There are too many instances of violent offenders released on bail who continue to
be a menace to society. With the
overwhelming support of the
Legislature and the public, I am
confident this question will be
approved in November and our
communities will become safer,”
Assemblywoman
Donna
Simon(R-16th, Flemington)
said.
Assemblywoman Mary Pat Angelini
(R-11th, Ocean), whose husband is a
former detective, said, “By providing
judges with an option to deny bail to the
most ruthless, dangerous criminals, we
can stop a cycle of violence and bloodshed that has become all too common.”
The Senate passed both pieces of
legislation on Thursday.

REGION — Alieta Eck has accepted the invitation of The League
of Women Voters of Hopewell Valley to their Thursday, September 18
congressional debate. Dr. Eck has
called on her opponent, Assemblywoman Bonnie Watson-Coleman (D15th, Mercer) to also accept the invitation to debate the pressing issues
facing the voters of New Jersey’s
12th Congressional District.
“Residents of the 12th district are
entitled to hear from the candidates
about our views on the important
issues facing the nation. Obamacare
is hurting working families, our
friends and neighbors are out of work,
and we face renewed violence in the
Middle East. Just as I am discussing
solutions to these issues every day
with Central New Jersey voters, I
look forward to discussing them with
Assemblywoman Watson-Coleman
in public forum on September 18th,”
the candidate said.
The League of Women Voters debate will be held on at 7:30 p.m. at

Senators Applaud Passage
Of VA Reforms Bill
NUTLEY – U.S. Senators Robert
Menendez and Cory Booker (both DN.J.) last Thursday met with New Jersey
military veterans and applauded the reforms passed by Congress to restore
accountability within the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and increase
health care access for veterans.
“The bipartisan Veterans’ bill we
passed yesterday (July 31) in Congress is an essential step forward,”
Sen. Menendez said. “Our brave
men and women did not wait to
sign up to serve this country, and
they should not have to wait to get
the benefits they have earned defending it. I will continue to closely
monitor the ongoing investigations
at VA hospitals serving New Jersey veterans to make absolutely
certain that they will be able to
access the quality care they need
and deserve.”
“Our brave men and women in the
service were willing to put their lives
on the line for our country. It’s not an
option – it’s our obligation – to take
care of them when they return home,”
Sen. Booker said. “This comprehensive legislation ensures that veterans
can see a doctor more quickly and
veterans with severe brain injuries continue to get the critical care they need.”
The Veterans’ Access to Care

through Choice, Accountability, and
Transparency Act is designed to help
fix some of the issues arising from
the scandal at the Phoenix, Ariz. Veterans’Affairs facility and address the
problem of long patient wait times at
Veterans Healthcare Facilities across
the country.
The legislation provides: $5 billion to increase access to health
care by hiring more physicians and
medical staff to clear the patient
backlog; $10 billion to establish a
Veterans’ Choice Fund to pay for
eligible veterans to get private medical care; an expedited process to
remove incompetent managers at
the VA; authorization to construct
or expand 27 VA medical facilities
in 18 states and Puerto Rico, including in Brick, N.J.; extensions
to pilot programs for Access Received Closer to Home (ARCH),
rehabilitation, quality of life and
community integration services for
veterans with complex-mild-to-severe traumatic brain injury; G.I.
Bill improvements through a requirement for public colleges to
provide in-state tuition to veterans
and eligible dependents and an expansion of full scholarships to the
spouses of service members who
died in the line of duty post-9/11.

Har Sinai Temple, located officially at 2431 Pennington Road in
Pennington. The debate will be
videotaped
by
G e o rg e
McCollough of Princeton Community TV. The video will be made
available to media and will be
posted on League websites. The
collaboration among the three
leagues and Princeton TV encompasses the western edge of the
12th Congressional District.
Dr. Eck is a graduate of the St. Louis
University School of Medicine and a
private practitioner in Piscataway since
1988, has been involved in health care
reform since residency and realizes
that the government is a poor provider
of medical care.
In 2003, she and her husband
founded a free clinic for the poor and
uninsured that currently cares for 300
to 400 patients per month utilizing
the donated services of volunteer
physicians and nurses. In 2004, she
testified before the Joint Economic
Committee of Congress about better
ways to deliver health care in the
United States. Dr. Eck is the 2012
past president of the Association of
American Physicians and Surgeons.
In addition, she serves on the board
of Christian Care Medi-Share, a faithbased medical cost sharing ministry,
and she is also a member of Zarephath
Christian Church. Alieta and her husband have five children, one of whom
is a physician in ophthalmology training in St. Louis, Mo.

Rible: Open Space Bill
Bad for Taxpayers
TRENTON – Assemblyman David
P. Rible (R-30th, Wall Twp.) commented on Monday’s state Assembly
passage of SCR-84 which dedicates a
portion of revenues from the Corporation Business Tax to open space, farmland and historic land preservation.
“While I support the goal of preserving open space, the bill passed
today is bad policy that will have
serious ramifications on our state’s
finances for decades. Constitutionally dedicating more revenues for a
specific purpose will only hamper
our ability to fund necessary programs during the next budget cycle.
“Although open space is an important
initiative, our priorities should be putting our state on sound fiscal footing and
providing tax relief to all of our taxpayers. This constitutional amendment will
only make our state more unaffordable
for businesses and taxpayers who are
desperate for tax relief.”

FREENACE FEST
2 FOR 1

LIMITED
TIME!
Offer
© WOVEN CONCEPTS ATTAR - SPICE

expires
9.30.14

FREE FURNACE

with air conditioner purchase!
SUMMER CLOSEOUT SALE

INTRODUCING THE RUMI SILK RUG COLLECTION
HAND KNOTTED SILK PILE
EXCLUSIVLEY AVAILABLE AT

If your air conditioner and furnace
are over ten years old, they may soon
become the ultimate party poopers.
They’re more prone to breakdowns
and they’re also inefficient energy
wasters. But here’s something to
shout about – A free furnace when
you purchase a new air conditioner!

BONUS OFFERS!
•
•
•
•

A year of free filters
Life-time warranty available
$0 down/60 months financing
First 50 callers will receive a free
programmable thermostat with
purchase

ANTIQUE  MODERN  TRANSITIONAL  CUSTOM
AREA RUGS  BROADLOOM  HARDWOOD
12 MT. KEMBLE AVENUE MORRISTOWN, NJ 07960
(973) 605-5225  INFO@JSDESIGNERFLOORING.COM

888-603-2182
WeltmanHomeServices.com
D. Weltman Plumbing Lic. #6440 G. Nowicki Electric Lic. #6808 HIC #13VH04948800
Call for details. Cannot be combined with other offers.
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SP Council Needs to Put Politics
Aside, Get Brookside Work Done
Back in January the Scotch Plains Recreation
Commission approved the building of an A-frame
pavilion at Brookside Park after the township council approved $60,000 in 2013 to fund the project. The
pavilion was purchased in the spring for $46,272 and
was expected to be installed in time for the recreation department’s summer camp program to give
children attending day camp, which began June 30,
a place to eat. Here we are now in August and still the
pavilion has not been completed.
As we reported last month, the vendor who was
awarded the contract for the project started the work,
but did not have the required permits, and a work
stop order was issued by the township’s zoning
officer. At the July recreation commission meeting,
it was noted that Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta said
the commission should have secured approval for
the pavilion from the planning board as he considered the pavilion a “quality of life issue,” an opinion
Recreation Director Ray Poerio and the commission
rejected, with Commission Chairman Robert
Giordanella calling it “selective enforcement.”
This seems like a pretty simple project and should

have been completed by now. Even if work resumes
soon, it will be too late for the summer camp season
as school opens in less than a month. While the
pavilion was not among projects in the township’s
defeated capital budget, the engineering and permitting phases for the cleanup of Brookside Pond was
in the capital plan.
In our view, Mayor Kevin Glover and the township
council need to put politics aside and come up with
a way to fund the Brookside Pond improvement
project so it can be completed. Work on the pond also
requires environmental permits from the state, which
will take time to secure. As for the pavilion, the work
must be inspected to ensure it meets building and
safety requirements. Hopefully, township, planning
board and recreation commission officials can resolve this issue and get the work completed by the
fall if not sooner.
Unfortunately, it looks like the Brookside Pond
project will have to wait for the November General
Election, when three of the four township council
seats will be on the election ballot, to end the political
stalemate, as neither side seems to want to budge.

Letters to the Editor
Garwood Planning Board Member Explains His
Eminent Domain Views and Commuter Parking Goals
The Westfield Leader editor’s July
31 editorial entitled ‘Local Towns
Should not Use Eminent Domain to
Seize Land’ showed me that I had not
explained well enough the purpose
behind the Garwood Boro Council’s
decision to retain eminent domain
powers that all government bodies
have. I hope that this letter does better.
First off, something the Mathieu/
Piarulli team may not understand; I
agree with every eminent domain
statement the editor wrote. Especially
the last one, “taking land from one
private entity and giving to another
can never be a good thing in a civilized society. A bit strong, and I have
a problem with ‘never’, but I do agree
with the concept.
Government taking (paying for
with just compensation) private property for a public purpose, however, is
a different story. Governments have
purchased private property to build
firehouses, schools, police stations,
parks, libraries, and other public uses
many times. This is legal and is continually upheld in courts. I, and even

Councilman Mathieu, agree with that
government use of eminent domain.
Five members of the Council have
listened to Boro residents along Willow Avenue tell us many times that
there is inadequate parking in the
area. Especially after winter snows
when residents have to remove their
autos from the street. Indeed this past
winter, Mayor Quattrocchi fostered
an agreement with the owner of the
Casale parking lot (oh my God –
That’s the potential redevelopment
site itself)! to allow residents to park
there after the snow. We have listened
to residents along Second Avenue tell
us that train/bus commuters park in
front of their homes because there is
inadequate commuter parking near
the transit stops. We have listened to
NJ Transit advise us that they will not
provide additional Garwood train
stops until there is more commuter
parking.
Acting responsibly, and in response
to Boro resident concerns, 5 Council
members decided to retain eminent
domain power because the Boro may
have to purchase privately owned

Casale/Petro property land in order
to provide much needed public parking. Parking for residents and commuters. Hopefully, through the plan
that the Planning Board develops if
the Council finds the area in need of
redevelopment, the developer will
provide public parking. If not, the
Boro can through a land purchase.
That’s why we retained the power.
Just in case.
Boro Council has NO intent whatsoever of buying private property and
selling or giving it to another private
property owner. But a smart player
doesn’t give away leverage before
the process starts. Mathieu/Piarulli
may not want to listen to Boro resident needs, and they may want a
developer to prepare their own redevelopment plan for the Boro, but
thankfully five elected Council members prefer to provide for resident
and commuter needs and continue
our quest for more Garwood train
stops.
Councilman Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Planning Bd. member
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Letters to the Editor
From WHS Class of 1954 - Kudos
To South Moon Under
Let me tell you how I became acquainted with Cynthia and Gina,
managers of South Moon Under. I
was attending my class re-union of
1954 — the first graduating class of
the newly built Westfield High.
At that time, Westfield was a small
and charming town. Lining Broad
Street were such stores as
Woolworth’s, Shades, an ice cream
parlor hang-out, and Johnny Franks,
a men’s clothing store. My father,
David Berse, had his business, a
Chrysler Dealership, known as Berse
Brothers, located where Wells Fargo
and the 9/11 Memorial stand today.
My classmates Warren Rorden,

Diane Johnson Haag, and Marjorie
Staub Mosher planned a beautiful
event and South Moon Under provided gifts, gold earrings for the ladies. When I returned home, I contacted Cynthia and Gina. They agreed
to exchange the gift for something in
silver. After several very pleasant
conversations, they mailed me pretty
pave silver earrings. That’s great customer service.
Thank you South Moon Under.
You made my weekend perfect.
Ellen (Dixie) Berse Fiorito
University Park, FL

Asm. Bramnick, Please Introduce
Bill to District County Freeholders
Assemblyman Bramnick, I read
your latest “News from District 21”
missive to your constituents. Thanks
for keeping us apprised.
Your hallmark in the missive is that
you are creating bipartisan legislative panels and one initiative is to
revisit state districting of the legislative districts.
In your re-districting push, can you
also introduce the idea of an easier
process for attaining counties to be
from at-large to district? Our Union
County government’s budget is over
$half-billion dollars, and there is
minimal accountability to show for
that huge expenditure for all of the
county’s constituents.
Union County has veered away
from the true purpose of what county
government is supposed to do, and
now has so many costly yet ineffectual tepid social programs one has to
wonder if they are a county government at all. County movies, catering
halls, parade donations and music
fests? Meanwhile, the freeholders’
county budget transferred $1 million
out of the county paving program to
create a redundant new division for a
connected politician Fanwood Mayor
Mahr that just happens to be the
county level political boss overseeing their freeholder campaigns. So
potholes from the worst winter in 20
years don’t get filled on the county
roads just because she was out of
work for eight out of 10 years. One of
her tasks is to interface financially
with grants to the 21 towns. Note that
since she is a county level Democrat
political boss, Republicans are her
mortal enemy. So how attentive will
she really be to say a GOP Summit or
Westfield, or even Kenilworth and
Garwood?

Districting of counties would put
our freeholders’ accountability directly to certain areas of the county,
would have them be more directly
responsive to that district’s towns
constituents as to proper expenditures, and would create some oversight by having one district’s freeholder having to vote on another
district’s expenditure, so county appropriations would be more evenly
distributed and not lopsided and
wasteful like the “at-large” system
we have now. That last one is similar
duties to what Assembly elected officials perform. And it isn’t at all partisan, since in our county we have
three to four different Democrat-oriented parties and at least two Republican ones. I don’t care if it ends up
two to three Democrat parties sharing the districts, there would certainly be more accountability and
fairness than the one party that is now
in control, which is really questionable as to whether it is Democrat and
not just some self-serving organization. One of their freeholders, (Dan)
Sullivan, publicly declared that districts are for losers. He subsequently
became embroiled in a secret pay
scandal he created under the table. So
this is their example of a winner.
My guess since for 10 years I have
observed our Union County freeholders in action, if this county becomes
districted, the $half-billion-budget
would probably drop to below $400
million and at least 500 patronage
jobs would be removed from county
employment. One can hope, and I
look toward my representatives to
bring that hope to reality. Thank you.
Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Borough Representatives Need to
To Start Listening to Taxpayers
As we are all hopefully enjoying
the summer with friends and family,
it has been politics as usual for
Garwood’s leadership. On July 23, I
attended the Planning and Development Board meeting where, yet again,
borough officials made decisions
against the best interests of the taxpayers.
Two issues stood out that will have
a big impact on the borough and its
residents. First, is the re-development
of the property on South Avenue,
across from, and next to, Borough
Hall. I give the Planning Board and
the Council credit for trying to get
something done because there is a
tremendous opportunity here to move
our town in the right direction. The
problem is that the Planning Board
approved the flawed resolution passed
by the Borough Council, which allowed for eminent domain to be used
in what is supposed to be a private
project on private property. Even
though the approving Planning Board
members virtually guaranteed eminent domain would not be used, they
still passed a resolution allowing for
it. If they don’t intend to use it, why
approve a resolution allowing for it?
The answer is quite simple, as one
Planning Board member so articulately put it, “We (the board) dictate
what we want.”
Eminent domain was never intended to be used to forcefully take
property from one private owner and
give it to another private owner, but
that is exactly what it would do in this
situation. Now, the Planning Board
and the Borough Council have broad
powers to abuse private property
rights for an as-yet-undetermined

“public need.” Such broad discretion
in the hands of politicians and political appointees usually does not bode
well for the private property rights of
our friends and neighbors.
The other issue was the Planning
Board rushing through a use variance
related to the purchase of property
located at 494 4th Avenue at the end
of Walnut. This variance allows for
nine townhouses to be squeezed into
that property that had previously been
judged suitable only for three singlefamily houses. While I have no doubt
that the purchaser intends to build a
nice development and I have no problem with someone taking advantage
of an opportunity to make some
money, the project approval was
forced through in one session in June
that was extended after the usual 11
p.m. cutoff for the meetings, just so
the vote could be completed. Most
residents in the immediate area are
not happy with the decision to build
such a dense number of townhouses
in an area already bedeviled by traffic
problems. More concerning is that
similar development projects were
flat out rejected in prior years. So
what changed in the interim to make
this project suddenly acceptable and
why the rush to approve it? Again, as
one board member said, “We (the
board) dictate what we want.” The
residents of Garwood need to have
their say on this controversial project
and send a message that we will no
longer tolerate the town representatives dictating, it’s time to start listening to the taxpayers.

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Abacist – One who casts accounts
with a calculator
2. Tassie – A small cup
3. Yach – To come up suddenly
4. Spoliate – To plunder or rob
HIPPARCH
1. An arena for horse racing
2. The Trojan horse
3. An ancient war horse
4. An ancient Greek calvary commander
HILUS
1. The anklebone
2. A basin with a drain, near the altar of
a church, for the disposal of holy water
3. In anatomy, a small notch or opening where vessels and nerves enter an
organ
4. A diagrammatic representation of
something; a summary; a scheme; an
outline
LUETIC
1. Grayish blue
2. Syphilitic
3. Pertaining to white blood cells
4. Producing blood
YURT
1. A Siberian hut
2. To jerk or flinch
3. Violating faith or allegiance
4. To limp

See more letters on page 5

Letters to
the Editor
Mayor Glover Owes
Bill McClintock
An Apology
This weekend I watched a video
on-line of the last Scotch Plains Council meeting of July 22nd. I was completely embarrassed and outraged at
the language Mayor Glover used
when describing former Mayor and
Councilman Bill McClintock. To disparage Mr. McClintock’s involvement in the Rotary organization as a
private citizen was beyond civility,
good manners and the decorum that
should accompany the office of
mayor. It also demonstrated Mayor
Glover’s bias towards Republicans in
general.
Mr. McClintock has been out of
political office for many years. However, his love for our town and community has continued with his volunteer service, in this case with the
Rotary and most especially with the
Rotary’s efforts toward preserving
the historic Frazee House. I believe
Mayor Glover’s rush to judgment
and the maligning of Mr. McClintock
is a result of his perception that anything done by someone of the opposition party is always circumspect or
political, or as the Mayor stated, “disgusting and despicable.”
Is this the proper manner for a
sitting mayor to conduct himself in
public and at a televised council meeting? Is this how Mr. McClintock is
referred to after serving over 20 years
of service to our town as an elected
official and a private citizen? Is this
what we want to see in our elected
officials?
I hope Mayor Glover realizes he
spoke out without knowing the truth.
I hope he realizes that he owes an
apology to Mr. McClintock who has
done nothing wrong, but has only
worked to help our community in a
completely non-political manner.
Mayor Glover, there actually are
people of both parties who work to
better our town without any thought
of “politics.”
Paulette Coronato
Scotch Plains

PENN STATE VS RU
SEP 13 AT 8:00 PM
PISCATAWAY

Sal Piarulli, Garwood
Republican Candidate for Mayor

Verizon VP Responds to AARP
Advocate’s Letter on Communications

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark and
Linden.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

AARP advocate Ken Lindhorst
plainly doesn’t recognize how advanced communications services and
technologies enhance a customer’s
communications experience and
greatly improve network reliability.
Verizon uses the best technologies
– fiber, wireless and copper – to provide its customers in New Jersey reliable services to meet their current
and future telecommunications needs.
We understand that voice service is a
vital means of communication and
we are committed to providing the
best customer experience possible.
Verizon hasn’t abandoned its service
obligations; nor have we forced customers to take services that don’t
meet their needs.
Mr. Lindhorst is needlessly critical

of Verizon’s wireless home phone
offering, which is ironic considering
AARP promotes to its own members
a home wireless service called “Wireless Home Phone” that is marketed
and sold by Consumer Cellular.
AARP receives royalties from Consumer Cellular in exchange for pushing the product to its members.
Our customers have best-in-class
communications services available
to them because Verizon invests in its
networks, its services and its employees. That commitment has never
wavered, and Verizon will continue
to innovate and invest in New Jersey
for the benefit of all our customers.
Sam Delgado
Vice-President of External Affairs
Verizon New Jersey, Newark

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
www.goleader.com/help
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Thompson’s Personal Attack on Poerio
is Objectionable, Disrespectful
I am responding to John
Thompson’s letter in last week’s paper. I have no quarrel with Mr.
Thompson’s right to object to the
proposal for the community center at
Scotch Hills, however I do object to
his personal attack on Ray Poerio.
As a coach and member of the
Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Committee and Scotch Plains Day Committee, I have had the opportunity to
work with Ray for many years. In
that time I have seen Ray as a loyal
township employee who wants nothing more than make Scotch Plains a
better place to live. Mr. Thompson’s

characterization of a community center to benefit our entire community as
“Poerio’s Palace” is completely out
of line and shows a tremendous
amount of disrespect for someone
who has served our community well
for the past 14 years.
Thank you, Ray and your staff for
putting together great recreational
programs for all Scotch Plains residents. I believe that a large majority
of my fellow Scotch Plains friends
and neighbors feel the same way that
I do.
Steve Goldberg
Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains Poorly Served By
Belligerent Antics of Vastine
Councilman Vastine’s letter to the editor of July 31st reveals his public character in a number of ways. He displays a
hallmark total lack of respect by refusing
to even address Mayor Glover as mayor
in his letter. However, this passive-aggressive insult on paper pales in comparison to the pattern of personal verbal attacks and distasteful negativity that Councilman Vastine regularly publicly displays at town council meetings. If you
think I’m exaggerating, pick any council
video and watch Councilman Vastine’s
unacceptable bombastic behavior.
I know there is a better class of Republicans in this town that are capable of
working as a congenial bipartisan team
for the mutual benefit of our town. It’s a
shame that the Republican Party in this
town seems to be dominated by such
mean-spirited people. It also seems Councilman Vastine is not above bending the
facts. With the wording he employs, he
attempts to dump the SID failure on Mayor
Glover’s lap. But the failed SID, a Republican initiative from the beginning,
was wildly unpopular among town businesses that never received any demonstrable benefit from its existence and
considered it an unfair supplemental tax
on Scotch Plains businesses. Indeed, the
SID was terminated because it was an
abject failure; even Councilman Vastine
admits this in his letter. The SID ran for
several years yet Councilman Vastine
quotes ZERO SID accomplishments, instead referring only to some vague and
intangible hypothetical future value.
The truth is Mayor Glover has won
widespread support for his position on
termination of the failed SID. Councilman Vastine’s letter is also notable for his
use of unsupported statements. He complains about how bad Mayor Glover has
been for the town yet fails to offer even a
single concrete example. We know from
the July 22nd Town Council meeting that
Councilman Vastine equates “progress”
with unbridled and wasteful higher spending which inevitably triggers higher taxes.
It seems being mindful of the town’s
budget is riding “roughshod” in Councilman Vastine’s eyes. Councilman Vastine
also contradicts himself when he states
no one from the governing body should
be involved with the Downtown Development Committee, yet then lays claim
in the same letter to organizing the committee himself. The Downtown Development Committee was apparently formed
by secret invitation without vetting either
the idea or the secretly nominated members through the Town Council, which
after all is the elected governing body of
our town.
It is important to remember that Mayor
Glover was elected by the largest majority of voters of any mayor in recent history. He received a whopping 57 percent
of the vote in 2012, higher than President
Obama’s 54.8 percent in town. Only 31.7

percent of registered voters in Scotch
Plains are registered Democrat. Thus,
Mayor Glover is arguably the most bipartisan-popular mayor in Scotch Plains history. So in attempting to bypass the Mayor
and Town Council, Councilman Vastine
is also thumbing his nose at the voters of
Scotch Plains and attempting to rule
Scotch Plains by a hand-picked secret
society.
It’s hard to argue that this committee is
anything but a Republican partisan activity designed to help re-elect the most
invidious voice currently on the Town
Council. I believe that Scotch Plains is
poorly served by the belligerent antics of
Councilman Vastine and look forward to
a more business-like atmosphere of mutual respect in Town Council meetings
when Mr. Vastine is gone.
John Thompson
Scotch Plains

Cypresses at Brookside
Block View of Park
Regarding Recreation Director Ray
Poerio’s statement on the Brookside
Park pavilion during his presentation
on December 3, 2013 to the commission that metal structures are not as
easily vandalized as wooden models:
All of Brookside Park would be less
likely to be vandalized if that ridiculous berm of Leland Cypresses had
not been installed two years ago
blocking the street view of all that
goes on in the park.
And I am not surprised that calls to
Mr. Poerio went unanswered, as numerous e-mails that I have sent to
him have also been ignored. I guess
that’s my taxpayer dollars at work!
Cathy Smith
Scotch Plains
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Garwood GOP Chair Neglected to
Endorse Council Candidate

Letters to the Editor
Scotch Plains Needs to Publicly
Denounce Pilgrim Pipeline Proposal
The July 10 and July 17 issue of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
reported the proposal by Phillips Oil
Company to build a bi-directional oil
pipeline from Albany to Linden. It
will go through Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Westfield and other towns.
The proposed Pilgrim Pipeline represents a real danger to the residents
of Scotch Plains and other Union
County towns. The Bakken crude oil,
which would go in the pipeline from
Albany to Linden, is highly corrosive, and it is the most explosive of all
crude oils, according to a February
23 article in The Wall Street Journal.
Also, the refined products going back
from Linden to Albany would include gasoline, diesel fuel, kerosene,
and aviation fuel. This is too risky!
Phillips 66 has been vague about
the exact path of the pipeline. Moreover, as reported in The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times, the company met

behind closed doors with the mayors
of Union County on June 18. Vagueness, secrecy. This does not bode
well for the safety of residents in
densely populated communities.
Thus, the political leaders of
Parsippany-Troy Hills have passed a
resolution stating that they do not
want the pipeline going through their
communities.
On July 22 I went before the Scotch
Plains Township Council and requested that the members pass a similar resolution. No definite answer
was given at that time.
If our Township Council says and
does nothing, Phillips 66 will probably proceed quietly with its dangerous project. I hope our Township
Council protects us residents by publicly decreeing the Pilgrim Pipeline
is not wanted in Scotch Plains.
Otto Picard
Scotch Plains

Local Politics Created A Parallel
Universe In Scotch Plains
A delusion is a “belief held with
strong conviction despite superior
evidence to the contrary.”
This year, the municipal portion of
property taxes went up $11 on the
average home. That is the lowest increase in over a decade while maintaining financial prudence and more
than fully funding the library!
This year the capital bond ordinance was the lowest proposed in
almost half a decade at $1.5 million.

Reforming Legislative
Re-Districting
TRENTON - Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) on Monday introduced legislation (ACR-183) to
make legislative elections more competitive by reforming the re-districting process.
"We need legislators who appeal to the
middle ground and are problem solvers,"
Mr. Bramnick said. "The current legislative map makes it harder for bipartisanship. In competitive districts, parties will
be forced to work together."
The bill asks voters to approve a constitutional amendment that would make the
state's legislative districts more competitive. Mr. Bramnick believes this would
result in more lawmakers willing to find
common ground on important issues.
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It included very important items for
progress and safety in Scotch Plains
including upgrading the township’s financial accounting software from a
DOS-based system to a more modern
system, new HVAC equipment for the
library and improved leaf pickup, pothole repair and snow removal equipment. It also included money for the
replacement of antiquated and broken
down township equipment and vital
upgrades to police and fire technology.
When compared with last year’s
budget increase — which cut the library budget and last year’s bond
ordinance which was $3.7 million —
how can anyone be under such delusion to say that this year’s budget and
bond ordinance are “bloated” and
last year’s was perfectly fine?
Local politics has indeed created a
parallel universe in Scotch Plains.
Councilman Bo Vastine
Scotch Plains

The Garwood Republican Party
Chairman, Jim Mathieu, wrote a long,
detailed endorsement in last week’s
paper of his hand-picked mayoral
candidate, but failed to even mention
the name of the Republican woman,
Carol Kearney, who is running for a
seat on the Garwood Council. He
should have noted that Republican
Carol Kearny continues to be the
business and industry liaison to the
Garwood Council; that Carol Kearney
re-vitalized the Chamber of Commerce and brought Garwood businesses together; that Carol Kearney
is the first vice-president and board
of director member of the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce; that Carol Kearney has owned
a business in Garwood for the past 14

years; and that Carol Kearney was
the event creator and event director
for Garwood Rocks, that highly successful Garwood street festival that
brought thousands of visitors to
Garwood.
Carol Kearney received an award
from the Borough of Garwood for
her Garwood Rocks efforts and Carol
presented a check from the GWACC
for $1,000 to the Garwood Council to
help pay for new Welcome to
Garwood pole banners. Carol also is
the Republican District One District
Leader. Now that is what you would
expect the Garwood Republican Party
chairman to be writing about.
Gene Jannotti, Garwood
Republican District Leader

SP Mgr. Should Put Forward Capital
Budget of Compromise, Not His Own
When Scotch Plains Republican
Party partisan politics is allowed to
rule with the support of Township
Manager Jerry Giaimis, we all lose.
Mr. Giaimis’ refusal to support a
compromise on the municipalities
2014 capital ordinance proposed by
Mayor Glover and Councilwoman
Gialanella shows a blatant disregard
for the public safety by rejecting important purchases for our police and
fire departments, long neglected recreational improvements at Brookside
Park and the former Terry Lou Zoo
property, the long overdue replacements of the libraries problem with
central air conditioning units and finally, providing adequate funding to
begin the preservation of the Shady
Rest club house that was and continues to shamefully fall into disrepair.
Mr. Giaimis said recently, “you
can’t cherry pick,” well of course you
can Mr. Giaimis, it’s called compromise, and with the entire council in
agreement on several significant
matters that promote public safety,
our parks and the library. Why
wouldn’t you or the Republicans stop
the gridlock and move on their passage. Your refusal to put forth such a
compromise brings into question a

lack of professionalism, experience
and reaks of partisan politics. Maybe
you need to be reminded that you are
to work to implement policies and
not make them. Your statement that
this year’s plan is “dead” clearly indicates that you have lost sight of your
responsibility to community, which
if not altered, should result in a formal rebuke of your job performance
by the entire governing body. You
cannot and should not use your position to promote your own agenda at
the expense of holding hostage public safety essentials, recreational
needs and improvements to the public library. Therefore, let me suggest
that you immediately put forth a capital plan that reflects areas of agreement, and not your own.
Michael Brien
Scotch Plains

Negligence Cases

Home Financing By
OWEN BRAND

Jon Bramnick

NMLS# 222999

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000

SM

Local: 908-789-2730
Cell: 908-337-7282

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

Member
FDIC

owen.brand@pncmortgage.com

PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”). PNC Mortgage is a division of PNC Bank,
National Association, a subsidiary of PNC. All loans are provided by PNC Bank, National Association and are subject to credit
approval and property appraisal. 2014 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
Think “Superior” For:
•
•
•
•

A FRACTION OF THE COST
OF TRADITIONAL DIVORCE
· Divorce Mediation
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

www.jonbramnick.com

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.
Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

(908) 232-8787
· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Oil To Gas Conversions
Steam and Hot Water Boilers

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

908-654-1818

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

scottseibplumbing.com

kaplowlaw@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548
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John E. Engelhart, 78, Family Man;
Merck Retiree, Active In Community
John E. Engelhart passed away
at his home in Westfield on Thursday, July 31, 2014, at the age of 78.
John was born on December 19,
1935 in New York City, to Frederick
and Marie Engelhart, the youngest
of their three children. Growing up
in Woodhaven, N.Y., John enjoyed
playing sports, piano and working
hard at school, home and work, a
trait he carried throughout his life.
He attended Bishop Loughlin
High School in Brooklyn, where
he was an excellent student, winning grants and scholarships and
gaining admission to St. John’s
University. While a student there,
he met the love of his life, Mary,
who also grew up in Woodhaven.
After achieving a Bachelor of Science at St. John’s, he was awarded
a post-graduate fellowship at the
prestigious Massachusetts Institute
of Technology in Cambridge, Mass.,
where he began work on his Ph.D.
in Organic Chemistry. John wed
Mary in 1959, the beginning of a
beautiful 55-year marriage between
them. His sons John and Robert
were born while they were at MIT
— James and Michael followed in
1963 and 1968.
The award of John’s Ph.D. was
followed by a teaching position at
St. John’s, after which John began
his business career in research and
development at Exxon. After many
successful decades in the petroleum and pharmaceutical industries, John retired in 1993 as Senior Director of Project Planning
with Merck & Co., Inc.
But to John, his community and
family were always what drove him

and inspired him every day. He
was a devoted husband, father and
friend, and throughout his 50 years
in Westfield was active in St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
along with volunteering with the
Westfield Rescue Squad, Audubon,
the Boy Scouts and numerous Little
League coaching positions. Piano
remained a passion throughout
John’s life, leading to charity performances at local nursing homes
and hospices, bringing the beauty
of music to the residents. His charitable contributions to a wide range
of organizations were a lifelong
commitment.
John’s family grew to include four
daughters-in-law and 11 grandchildren: John and his wife Denise’s
Eric, Avril and Allison; Robert and
his wife Michele’s Brian, Kimberly
and Katherine; James and his wife
Lisa’s Pamela, Michael and Christopher; and Michael and his wife
Anne’s Dilyn and Shay.
A voracious reader and lover of
music in his retirement, John also
enjoyed golf and travel and being
with his large family. In addition to
his wife, sons and grandchildren, John
is survived by his sister, Virginia, of
Southport, Conn. His brother,
Frederick, passed away in 2006.
A Funeral Mass was held on
Monday, August 4, at St. Helen’s
Church in Westfield, followed by
interment at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield. Memorial donations can
be made to the Westfield Rescue
Squad. Arrangements were by
Dooley Colonial Home of
Westfield.

Raymond Schnitzer, 88, Decorated Vet.;
Was Mayor and SPFHS Vice-Principal
Raymond Lawrence Schnitzer, 88, science and coached basketball, socpassed away on Tuesday, July 29, cer and track and field at Scotch
2014, in Melbourne Beach, Fla. with Plains-Fanwood High School and was
the Vice-Principal and Athletic Dihis children by his side.
rector from 1965 until
He was born Septem1991. He served a threeber 24, 1925 in Jersey
year term as Mayor of
City, N.J. to Minnie and
Scotch Plains from 1967
Benny Schnitzer. He atto 1969.
tended Lincoln High
In the 1960s he spent
School in Jersey City
his summers as the manfrom 1939 to 1943, where
ager of Willow Grove,
he participated in soccer,
Brook Hill and Manor
baseball, band and orPark Swim Clubs. In 1989
chestra. He entered the
and 1990 he was the sumU.S. Navy in 1943 as a
mer restaurant manager in
Radio Airman. He was
Provincetown, Mass. with
awarded the Distinhis son, Steven. From
guished Flying Cross for
1994 until 2009 he owned
bravery in low flying
bombing missions as an Raymond L. Schnitzer “Good Guys” car dealership with John Wilansky
Aerial Photographer and
later received the Air Medal for out- in Melbourne, Fla. In July of 2001 he
standing courage as a gunner and a was a multiple Track and Field Medradio operator in air strikes against alist at the National Senior Games.
He is survived by his children,
the Japanese home islands. He served
aboard the USS Randolph and was Steven, Christine, Raymond and Beth
Schnitzer, Jaimie Westley and Thohonorably discharged in 1945.
He attended Panzer State College, mas Catalon; two grandchildren, Jus1945 to 1950, in New Jersey, where tin and Lexi Westley; and Bette
he played basketball, soccer and base- Schnitzer.
A scholarship fund will be estabball. In 1951 he married Elizabeth
(Bette) Dubey. From 1950 until 1951 lished in his honor. A Celebration
he was the Athletic Director and bas- Service will be scheduled in New
ketball coach at Paterson State Col- Jersey in the fall. Please see
lege in New Jersey. From 1953 until raymondschnitzer.com for details.
August 7, 2014
1965 he taught physical education,

Westfield Newcomers Club
Volunteers at 9/11 Memorial

August 7, 2014

DAY OF SERVICE...Members of The Newcomers Club of Westfield, joined by
some family members, take part June 28 in a day of service at the September 11th
memorial in Westfield, where they volunteered working the grounds, planting
shrubs and mulching beds. A non-profit organization for women and their
families, The Newcomers Club welcomes those who are new to Westfield, have
recently experienced a lifestyle change or wish to become more involved in their
community.

Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897

WESTFIELD — Members of
The Newcomers Club of Westfield
participated in a day of service on
June 28 at the Westfield September 11th Memorial. The volunteers
worked on the grounds, planted
shrubs and mulched the beds.
Westfield Newcomers expressed
appreciation to Williams Nursery,
Bagel Chateau and Casa de Pizza
for their generous donations.
This service opportunity was one
of many scheduled by The Newcomers Club of Westfield, as part
of its ongoing commitment to community service. Recent events also
have included in service days at
Children’s Specialized Hospital
and the collection of winter coats
and clothing to benefit the
Westfield Red Cross.
Since 1944, The Newcomers
Club of Westfield has served as a
vehicle for new residents to get to
know one another and to feel at
home in their new town. Activities
offered include a book club, numerous social occasions, children’s
activities, playgroups and volunteer opportunities.
A non-profit volunteer organization for women and their fami-

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

MASTER
MEMORIALS
524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ (908) 233-2350
www.mastermemorials.com

Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or
cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
(908)-233-0143

lies, the club also welcomes those
who are not new to town, but who
have had a recent lifestyle change
— such as marriage, adoption or
birth of a child – or anyone looking to become more involved in
the community. For more information,
visit:
meetup.com/
westfieldnewcomers.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14003291
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-024564-13
Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION
VS.
Defendant: KARINE ERAMILE; RESERVE AT
SCOTCH PLAINS CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC.
Sale Date: 08/13/2014
Writ of Execution: 06/11/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Forty-Eight Thousand Six Hundred Sixty-One
and 19/100*** $448,661.19.
Municipality: Township of Scotch Plains
Street Address: 1087 Donato Circle, Building
1001, Unit D1, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
Tax Lot: 3 C0108, Tax Block: 4901.01
Approximate Dimensions: Condominium Unit
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Fifty-Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty-Four and 09/100***
$458,854.09 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff
Attorney:
PLUESE, BECKER & SALTZMAN, LLC
20000 HORIZON WAY
SUITE 900
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-1700
4 T - 07/17, 07/24, 07/31
& 08/07/14
Fee: $153.00

SHERIFF’S SALE

Designer • Builders of fine

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
(908)-276-0092

MONUMENTS
MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned

Tim Doerr
Sally Bauer Doerr

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones
N.J. Lic. #4869
Director

(established 1939)

Also: 300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

N

ow Offering the New
Willow View Mausoleum,
A Unique Concept in
Memorial Properties.

B

eauty, Dignity & Peace
Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums
Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

Fairview Cemetery
Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

908-232-0781

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14003558
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-022184-13
Plaintiff: ONEWEST BANK, FSB
VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH E. SOBOLTA, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; RICHARD HUTCHINSON; CAVALRY SPV
I LLC, ASSIGNEE; BANK OF AMERICA/FIA
CARD SERVICES NA; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; RARITAN
BAY MEDICAL CENTER; AMERICAN TRADING COMPANY; CAPITAL ONE BANK
Sale Date: 08/27/2014
Writ of Execution: 05/05/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundrd
Fifteen Thousand Two Hundred Thirty-Five and
32/100*** $315,235.32.
Property to be sold is located in: Borough of
Fanwood, County of Union, in the State of New
Jersey
Premises Commonly Known As: 31 old South
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
Tax Lot # 18.01, Block # 66
Approximate Dimensions: 75 x 120
Nearest Cross Street: Locust Avenue
Taxes: Deliquent for 2nd, 3rd and 4th quarter
of 2013, and 1st and 2nd quarter of 2014. Balance = $11,950.43 (good through 6/23/2014)*
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and
sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
This sale is subject to the right of redemption
of the federal government.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Twenty-Five
Thousand Two Hundred Seventy-One and 52/
100*** $325,271.52 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff
Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 07/31, 08/07, 08/14
& 08/21/14
Fee: $193.80

JERSEY BOYS...Through the sponsorship of American Legion Post No. 209 in
Scotch Plains, John Cavaliere and Jack Musso represented Scotch PlainsFanwood High School during the American Legion Jersey Boys State convention
in June at Rider University. Pictured, from left to right, are: John, Boys State
Chairman for Post No. 209, Joe McCourt, and Jack.

Two SPFHS Students Among
Jersey Boys State Attendees
SCOTCH PLAINS — American
Legion Post No. 209 of Scotch
Plains sponsored two delegates to
the American Legion Jersey Boys
State (ALJBS) convention in June.
John Cavaliere and Jack Musso
represented Scotch PlainsFanwood High School at the event.
ALJBS is a mythical 51st state
organized and administered for
citizenship training purposes under the auspices of The American
Legion, Department of New Jersey. ALJBS has a strong tradition
of education, patriotism and excellence in the development of
tomorrow’s leaders during a weeklong, hands-on program.
A total of 924 young men participated in this year’s event, held
at
Rider
University
in
Lawrenceville. The delegates had
the chance to govern and interact
with some of the top high-school
juniors from across the State of
New Jersey and run their own city,
county and state governments.
They had a unique opportunity to

not only learn about but try to find
solutions to the real-life problems
facing municipalities, counties and
the state as a whole.
Joe McCourt, Boys State chairman for Post No. 209, stated that
John and Jack were selected to
attend this prestigious program
based on their outstanding qualities of leadership, character, scholarship, loyalty and service to their
school and community.
John and Jack noted that their
attendance at ALJBS was a rewarding experience and expressed their
appreciation to American Legion
Post No. 209 for the opportunity to
participate.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14003322
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009267-11
Plaintiff: HUDSON CITY SAVINGS BANK
VS.
Defendant: YASWANT PATEL; MINAXI
PATEL; MIDDLESEX COUNTRY BOARD OF
SOCIAL SERVICES; STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
UNIVERSITY PADIOLOGY GROUP PC
Sale Date: 08/13/2014
Writ of Execution: 11/22/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Seventy Thousand Eighteen and 96/100***
$870,018.96.
Property to be sold is located in: Township of
Scotch Plains, County of Union, in the State of
New Jersey.
Premises Commonly known as: 1 Wilshire
Run, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
Tax Lot # 50.0201, Block # 14801
Approximate Dimensions: 1.8467 AC
Nearest Cross Street: Wellington Downs
Taxes: Current through 2nd Quarter of 2014*
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and
sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset: ***Nine Hundred Eight Thousand
Nine Hundred Sixty-Nine and 04/100***
$908,969.04 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff
Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 07/17, 07/24, 07/31
& 08/07/14
Fee: $169.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14003347
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-038243-13
Plaintiff: CITIMORTGAGE, INC.
VS.
Defendant: MADELINE R. GRAY, CITIBANK,
FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK, LIBERTY HOME
IMPROVEMENT
Sale Date: 08/20/2014
Writ of Execution: 06/25/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Twenty-Seven Thousand Four Hundred SixtySeven and 11/100*** $227,467.11.
Concise Statement of Description of Real Property to be Sold:
Municipality: Scotch Plains Township
County: Union
State of New Jersey
Street & Street No: 449 Farley Avenue
Tax Block: 501, Tax Lot: 20
Dimensions of Lot: 50 feet x 106.30 feet
Nearest Cross Street: 139.64 feet from Northwesterly side line of East Second Street
Superior Interests (if any):
Scotch Plains Township holds a claim for
taxes due and/or other municipal utilities such as
water and/or sewer in the amount of $377.78 as
of 12/31/14.
Total Upset: ***Two Hundred Thirty-Six Thousand Five Hundred Ninety-Six and 01/100***
$236,596.01 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff
Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 07/24, 07/31, 08/07
& 08/14/14
Fee: $175.44

MILESTONE...Miller Rees Shulman
of Cranford, son of Ira and Kathleen
Shulman, was among 11 students of
the Jewish Cultural School & Society
(JCSS) who had their Graduation/
B’nai Mitzvah on May 31 and June 7
in the JCC Auditorium in West Orange. The events were highlighted by
songs, parent reflections and the readings of student research papers. Miller
studied the life of Jewish baseball player
Hank Greenberg. JCSS offers a fiveyear weekly education program for
grades 3 to 7. There also are kindergarten to grade 2 holiday workshops.
The curriculum concentrates on history, literature and holidays. Sunday
morning classes will recommence on
September 7 in rented space in Glen
Ridge High School. For more information, see jcss-nj.org or contact
communications@jcss-nj.org or (973)
200-8309.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14003320
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-029237-13
Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, FOR CSFB MORTGAGEBACKED TRUST SERIES 2005-3
VS.
Defendant: LISA A TOTH A/K/A LISA A.
FISCHETTI; MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMINEE FOR
GMAC
MORTGAGE
CORPORATION;
AMERICREDIT FINANCIAL SERVICE, INC.;
CAPE ATLANTIC ORAL AND MAXILLO; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 08/13/2014
Writ of Execution: 05/22/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Forty-Five Thousand Sixty-Nine and 99/100***
$445,069.99.
Property to be sold is located in: Town of
Westfield, County of Union, in the State of New
Jersey.
Premises Commonly known as: 403 Prospect
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Tax Lot # 13, Block # 1004
Nearest Cross Street: Cowperthwaite Place
Approximate Dimensions: 75 x 189
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Fifty-Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty-Six and 84/100***
$459,736.84 together with lawful interest and
costs.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessmentss. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condominium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.
All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to ascertain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff
Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 07/17, 07/24, 07/31
& 08/07/14
Fee: $214.20
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Buffet from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., a full
round of golf, on-course refreshments,
a cocktail hour from 6 to 7 p.m. and a
dinner buffet from 7 to 9 p.m. The cost
of $255 per golfer includes greens
fees, electric carts, access to locker
room services and practice range privileges. Prizes will be awarded for winners of competitions for the “longest
drive” and “closest to the pin.” Nongolfers can attend the dinner buffet
separately for $90.
The deadline for sign-up is Monday, August 25. More information on
signing up, as well as potential sponsorship opportunities, can be had by
calling the Main Office at (908) 8892100 during normal business hours.
These events are part of a yearlong celebration by IHM of its Golden
Jubilee. Information on all scheduled or planned events can be found
on the parish website, ihmparish.net,
or by calling the Main Office. Inquiries about specific events may be sent
by e-mail to IHM50th@gmail.com.

TRIBUTE TO GRETA...The second annual Greta’s 5K Run/Walk/Roll will take
place on Sunday, September 14. Registration currently is underway. Pictured are
participants in the 2013 event.

Registration Is Underway
For Second Greta’s Run
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y has announced that registration for the second annual Greta’s
Run 5K Run/Walk/Roll is now open.
A USATF Certified event, Greta’s
Run will be held on Sunday, September 14, 2014.
The event was created by Jayne
Ruotolo and Ben Nanna, childhood
friends of Greta Shoenemann, a
Westfield High School freshman
who died from injuries sustained
on September 11, 2002. She was
eating lunch with friends when a
tree branch fell onto their table.
In its inaugural year, Greta’s Run
had 900 registered runners, 200plus volunteers and an extraordinary show of community support.
People of all abilities traveled from
11 states and Germany to participate on race day, with donations
coming in from all over the United
States, Europe and Canada. This
local cause became a global event.
All proceeds benefit new and existing programs for people with special needs at the Westfield Area Y.
Samplers have been held with proceeds of last year’s event to gauge
community need. Based on the success of the initial samplers, a second group of samplers has been
scheduled for August and September and includes fitness classes,
yoga classes and a social.

The Greta’s Run starting line will
be in front of the Westfield Area Y,
220 Clark Street in Westfield. Registrants by Tuesday, August 12, are
guaranteed race shirts. Awards will
be given to overall and age group
winners. Participants will have a
chance to win a BMW bicycle and
other prizes. Refreshments will be
served.
Individuals may register to run,
walk, roll, volunteer, donate or
sponsor at the Westfield Area Y
Welcome Center or online at
w e s t fi e l d y n j . o rg / c o m m u n i t y /
gretasrun. For more information,
contact Ben Nanna at (908) 2332700, extension no. 279, or
bnanna@westfieldynj.org.

Class to Be Held
On Natural Birth
AREA — Relaxing Birth Class, a
mini-workshop specifically for those
planning a natural birth, will be held
on Saturday, August 16, from 9 to
11:30 a.m. at Saint Barnabas Medical Center, located at 94 Old Short
Hills Road in Livingston.
Topics to be covered include nonpharmacological coping skills,
birthing ball, water therapy and other
holistic modalities. A fee applies.
Interested persons are asked to call
(973) 322-5360.

NEW BOOK COLLECTION...A new Chinese-language book collection is available at the Westfield Memorial Library. Pictured holding some of the new books,
from left to right, are: Kelly Jiang and William Chen, who spearheaded the idea
for a collection; Head of Adult Services Jen Schulze, whose staff organized and
catalogued the collection; Board of Trustees President Douglas Stokes; Jill Ji,
whose school donated $500 to expand the collection; Maggie Chen, William’s
mother, and Jason Jiang, Kelly’s father. Not shown are Jin Chen and Lei Zhou,
whose donation to the library made the collection possible.

Westfield Library Presents
Chinese-Language Collection
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced
that it has a new Chinese-language
collection available, made possible
by a donation from Westfield resident Jin Chen and Lei Zhou. The
library is located at 550 East Broad
Street.
Housed on the second floor outside the Reference Office, the collection currently consists of 125 books
that reflect current and classic fiction, mystery and non-fiction titles.
Fiction includes some of the bestselling authors in China, such as Yan
Geling and Mo Yan. The collection
also includes books on Chinese history, politics, medicine and biography, plus popular titles such as “Steve
Jobs” by Walter Isaacson, as well as
the “Game of Thrones” trilogy by
George R.R. Martin.
According to Mr. Chen, the drive
to start a Chinese-language collection is due to the efforts of his son,
William, a Westfield High School
senior. In addition to spearheading
this effort, he and Kelly Jiang, a
junior at the Union County Magnet
High School; Albert Chen, a
Westfield High School junior, and
Cindy Qian, a Westfield High
School sophomore, recently raised
$218 to further the collection at a
weekend gathering held at
Tamaques Park.
Head of Adult Services Jen
Schulze commented that the library
will offer a large collection of various Chinese-language e-books as
well in the near future. They will
have similar themes such as fiction
and mystery, cooking and health.
Jill Ji, co-founder of the Spring
Academy in Garwood, also gave a
$500 check to Board of Trustees
President Douglas Stokes to help
the library expand the collection.
The Spring Academy is a new school
in Garwood that offers a 50-percent
Montessori and 50-percent Chinese
immersion program to children 2½
to 6 years old.
“We are pleased to be able to
expand the library’s collection to
meet a need in the community that
we could not have otherwise addressed,” said Library Director Phil
Israel. “We look forward to working with Mr. Chen and Mr. Zhou to
help maintain and grow the collec-

tion.”
Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday,
and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and
Saturday. The library is closed on
Sundays until September 21.
For more information, call (908)
789-4090, visit the library’s website
at wmlnj.org and sign up for the
monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956

FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

PAVING

Lawn Sprinklers

(908) 276-1062

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades
Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations
Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business
908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

DAR ESSAYISTS...Principal Michelle Vella, far left, of Orange Avenue School
in Cranford joins winners from her school in the recent Cranford Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR) 2014 American History Essay Contest. Pictured with Mrs. Vella, from left to right, are: William Lentz, Grade 8, second
place; Alexis Brophy, Grade 6, second place; Claire Callahan, Grade 6, first
place (also second-place NJ DAR contest winner); Katherine Stoche, Grade 8,
third place, and Barbara Krause of Crane’s Ford DAR. Absent is Allison Licks,
Grade 6, third place.

Vera’s Birthday
We are celebrating Vera Bradley's namesake.
Help us celebrate by joining us on

Thursday, August 7 10am-8pm
at J. Winthrop & Co.
233 North Ave. East,
Westfield, NJ
908-232-8199

Receive 25% off

OLIVER A

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

ing, Relearning Strings, a chamber
ensemble of musicians who either
played when in high school or recently started as beginners.
Violist Robert Paoli is the director
of the Summit Strings, president of
the Plainfield Music Club and a prolific composer and arranger.
Violinist Lubove Schnable has
her home studio in Fanwood and is
the director of the Woodland Quartet as well as director of the Blue
Hills Junior Chamber Orchestra.
Ms. Schnable performs with the
Central Jersey Symphony, the
Plainfield Symphony and the Summit Symphony.
Violinist Mariana Webster is a
graduate of Temple University. She
plays throughout the tri-state area
on viola and violin as a freelance
musician and also works in emergency management for FEMA.
All library programs are free and
open to everyone. Registration is not
required for this program and seating
will be on a first-come, first-seated
basis, commencing at 6:30 p.m.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township. Driving directions and more information can
be found on the library website,
scotlib.org, or by calling (908) 3225007, extension no. 204.

all in stock Vera Bradley merchandise.

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

BLACK TOP

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Woodland String Quartet Plus One will
perform their 45th annual “Mozart
and More” concert on Thursday,
August 21, at 7 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Public Library.
This year’s theme will be “2014:
The Year of the Horse, an Equestrian Heyday,” and will include
music by Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart, Aaron Copland, Antonin
Dvorak, Carlos Gardel and others.
First violinist Debra Biderman has
been performing with the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra since 1967
and is a private instructor of violin
and viola at the Biderman Academy
of Music in Edison. Ms. Biderman is
a frequent soloist and recitalist. She
is on the board of trustees of the
Education Outreach and Marketing
committees of the New Jersey Symphony, on a steering committee for
M.A.S.H (mutual and self-help) in
North Edison and serves as fundraising vice-president for the National Council of Jewish Women.
Cellist Linda Fink also is a private
teacher and freelance performer
throughout the tri-state area. She is a
member of the Orchestra of St. Peter
by the Sea, the Plainfield Symphony,
the Monmouth Symphony, the Baroque Orchestra of New Jersey and
the Central Jersey Symphony. Ms.
Fink is the director of The Return-

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14003416
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-37870-13
Plaintiff: BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: TULAY SENCAR; TD BANK, N.A.
Sale Date: 08/27/2014
Writ of Execution: 06/23/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundrd
Eighty-Five Thousand One Hundred Eleven and
11/100*** $385,111.11.
The property to be sold is located in the Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 2087 Portland Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Tax Lot No. 11 in Block No. 2502
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 60 x 100
Nearest Cross Street: Watchung View Place
BEGINNING at a point on the Northwesterly
Right of Way line of Portland Avenue (66.00 feet
wide), said point being located 68.5 feet Northeasterly from the intersection of the aforesaid
Northwesterly sideline of Portland Avenue with
the Northeasterly Right of Way line of Watchung
View Place (60.00 feet wide), if same were extended to form an intersection, said beginning
point being also described in Deed Book 5086
Page 337; thence running
Prior Liens / Encumbrances:
Sewer Open Plus Penalty $308.56
Total as of July 1, 2014: $308.56
This sale is subject to the right of redemption
of the federal government.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Ninety-Four
Thousand Four Hundred Thirty-Three and 42/
100*** $394,433.42 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff
Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 07/31, 08/07, 08/14
& 08/21/14
Fee: $189.72

Goods & Services You Need

30 Years
Experience
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Woodland String Quartet
Plans 45th Year Concert

IHM to Celebrate Jubilee
With Picnic, Golf Outing
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) Parish, located at 1571 Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains, invites the local
community to two upcoming events
celebrating its 50th anniversary.
The parish’s annual family picnic
will be held Saturday, September 6,
rain or shine, behind the Main Church
from noon until 4 p.m. Family-friendly
games, a disc jockey, hot dogs, burgers,
soda and water will be featured. Everything will be free, but people are
encouraged to bring salads or a specialty dessert. To ensure that there will
be enough for all, interested persons
are asked to respond by Tuesday, September 2, to the Main Office at (908)
889-2100 or by e-mail to
IHM123@aol.com, with the number
of adults and children to be expected.
Scotch Plains’ own Shackamaxon
Country Club will host the IHM Golf
Tournament on Monday, September
15, from 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Highlights will include a Grill-Out Lunch

Thursday, August 7, 2014

Andy's Seal Coating
Commercial & Residential
Why Pave Your Driveway
When We Can Save It?
We use an asphalt base sealer that is
sprayed on with a high pressure machine.
Free Estimates • All Work Guaranteed

201-561-5859

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com
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SPORTS

POLINITZA 3-FOR-3, 2 RUN, 2 RBI; McDEDE DBL, 1B, 2 RBI
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More photos at Ballyhoo Sports

Rosie’s Wine Bar Men ‘Flag’
AJ Jersey in UC Softball, 13-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No whining for Rosie’s Wine Bar
this time as they put together a topshelf performance to slam the door
on AJ Jersey with a 13-3 jolting in
Union County 50+ Softball League
action at Jerseyland Field in Scotch
Plains on July 31.
After a decent beginning very early
in the season, the representatives of
Rosie’s Wine Bar of Garwood found
themselves on the bottom end of several tight decisions. But not this time
as Rosie’s blended 14 hits well with
four free passes.
Veteran Rich Polinitza led Rosie’s
charge with three singles, two RBI

and two runs scored in his three atbats. Keith McDede came through
with a double, an RBI single and an
RBI groundout. The crafty Tom
Murray served up a pair of singles,
walked once, had an RBI and scored
all three times. Pitcher Mike Garcia
singled in his first at-bat then walked
in the next two and finished with two
runs scored. Steve Falco rapped an
RBI single, walked and scored twice.
Steve Tansey reached base safely all
three times, which included a pair of
singles and an RBI. Frank Scarfuto
had a pair of RBI.
AJ Jersey had several members on
its roster from the now defunct
Westfield Softball League and the

Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Association, both modified pitch leagues.
Jeff Hoffman topped the charts for
the Jersey Boys’ 15-hit parade with
three hot singles and an RBI in four
at-bats. John Robertson, Jordan Scher
and Howie Greco each scored once
and had two solid hits. Dave Rizzo
also had a pair of hit singles. Greg
Hopson, Paul Sherman, Mike
Scacifero and Pat Keenoy each contributed a smashing single. Mark
Marotta tapped the ball to somebody
in all four of his at-bats.
Although some limited flexibility
may have played a role in some cases,
there was no lack of defensive bril
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

More photos at Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SET TO CATCH THE BALL...Autoland second baseman Brad Belford gets ready to catch the ball as Vickie’s leadoff hitter
Jason Hoynowski, No. 44, slides into second in the eighth inning at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on August 4.

DELLE DONNE WHACKS KEY SOLO HOME RUN IN TENTH

Autoland Scores Two in 10th
To Ward Off Vickie’s, 19-17
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Game 1 of the best of three series
for the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League B Division championship
between second-seeded Autoland and
top-seeded Vickie’s at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains on August 4
had some similarities, with two particular exceptions, to their regularseason league championship game at

the same location on July 21.
Both teams produced plenty of hits
and plenty of runs. Both teams demonstrated their ability to make impressive defensive plays. And like the
July 21 game, the outcome was decided with an interesting play in the
final inning. The two exceptions, there
were far less walks being permitted
and, this time, it was the Autolanders,
who took the lead in the 10th inning

and held on to snatch a 19-17 victory.
With the score knotted at 17 runs
apiece heading into the top of the
10th, Autoland’s Doug Delle Donne
slipped a long drive between the
leftfielder and the centerfielder and
chugged all the way around the bases
for a solo home run. A little cushion
was added when Angelo Richichi
sliced a double to left and Jay Everitt
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING TO THIRD IN TIME...Rosie’s Wine Bar player Keith McDede slips into third in time as AJ Jersey third baseman
Dave Rizzo is about to catch the throw in Union County 50+ League softball action at Jerseyland Field on July 31.

ROTH, PENCE, TUFARO, JAMES DiNIZO RULE ON ‘O’

Netherwood Nudges Diva’s
In ‘A’ Division Game 2, 14-12
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Twenty six runs may have been
scored, but it was superb defense that
caught everyone’s eyes and called the
shots in Netherwoods’ 14-12 victory
over Diva’s in Game 2 of the Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League A Division semifinal round at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on July 29.
Netherwood, the second seed, earlier defeated the third-seeded Diva’s,
19-11, in Game 1, so next on the
agenda will be a best of three showdown with the top-seeded and defending champion stallions of the
Stage House for the A Division championship.
Outstanding defensive plays were

made in all nine innings of Game 2
and most of that defensive wizardry
came from both teams’ shortstop positions. Diva shortstop James DiNizo
wasted little time demonstrating his
agility with a great lunge to land a
liner off the bat of Billy Aumenta in
the first inning. DiNizo went on to
make several difficult plays look routine. Netherwood shortstop Jeff
Bendix performed his magic on several occasions, which included a rangy
reach in mid-leftfield in the fifth and
a leaping, diving stab in the sixth. He
also gathered a deflection off the foot
of pitcher Kevin Woodring and
stepped on second for a force play.
After Bendix made another fine
scoop that he converted to a putout in

the ninth, teammate Tom Straniero,
who was brought down from the
Union County 60+ League to fill in
for an inning, shouted to him in a
jokingly manner, “Well! When you
can’t hit, you got to contribute someway.”
Straniero, however, did make good
use of his one at-bat by drawing a
walk and scoring in the first inning.
Netherwood’s two third basemen,
Steve Brainard made a diving stop in
the second inning, and Dan Samila
dove to his left and fired to second for
a putout in the crucial ninth. While in
centerfield, Joe Tufaro hauled in a
tough shot in the first, then Brady Lau
made a running snag in the eighth.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEGGING OUT A DOUBLE...Netherwood speedster Brady Lau, center, legs out a double in the second inning as Diva
pitcher Ron Germinder, No. 99, gets the relay and second baseman Andrew Lynch covers at Brookside Park on July 29.

HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!
Scan to
View All
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Houses

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2013
email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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Netherwood Nudges Diva’s, 14-12, in ‘A’ Division
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

David B. Corbin (August 11, 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING OF A RALLY…AFP’s Mike Petriarca, left, collides with Sofa King catcher Will Towles to score the first of
four runs in the bottom of the ninth inning to tie the score and send the game into extra innings. Sofa King scored a run in
the 10th and held on to win 10-9 at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on August 3, 2005.

D. Blair Corbin’
Corbin’ss
Blue Devils

Raiders

Walk Down Memory L
ane
Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood
Times
—
www.goleader.com
August 5, 2010: Playoff spirit was
certainly in the air with two teams full
of players, who had a refuse-to-lose
attitude, in Game 3 of the Union
County Senior 50+ Softball League
A Division quarterfinals at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains.
With the bases jammed in the bottom of the 10th inning, Bob D’Meo
watched four straight pitches fall away
from the strike zone to give the Brew
Crew, formally known as Buffy’s and
before that Antone’s, an 8-7 victory
over Awnings Galore. Crewman Don
“the Count of” Montefusco charged
and made a sliding, game-saving catch
to salvage the evening.
August 6, 2009: Two runs in the
sixth inning nailed down a 9-8 victory for the Watson Avenue men over
Willoughby in the Fanwood Old
Men’s Softball Association League

at La Grande Park. The victory
boosted Watson’s record to 8-2 to
keep them as the team to beat heading
into the playoffs. Jimmy McKeon (3for-4, 2 RBI) ripped a two-out single
to win the game in the bottom of the
sixth inning. Jay Cook and John
Leonardi each hammered a double, a
single and scored a run.
August 6, 2008: Defense stole the
show and overshadowed the 17-hit
attack of the Sofa Kings in their 11-3
victory over DefCon Sauces in Game

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

3 of the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League B Division semifinals at
Brookside Park. Age certainly did
not slow down veteran shortstop Ed
Belford of the Sofa Kings. Well known
as one of the best shortstops ever
from the area, Belford showed no
signs of losing his finesse in the third
inning, as he covered for a force play
at second then, instead of making a
“no chance” throw to first, he fired in
the opposite direction, nearly nailing
the lead runner at third.
August 1, 2007: Fifth-seeded
Delasal stalled the first-seeded DJ
Limo machine, 17-14, in Game 1 of a
three-game series in the B Division of
the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League at Brookside Park. Doug
Polisa had three-run shot in the sixth
and Frank DiGiovanni (3-for-4)
clubbed a solo blast and scored twice.
August 3, 2006: After employing a
“duck call” mechanism to hustle the
visiting Canada Geese off the playing
field at Brookside, St. Nick pitcher
Frank Chupko proceeded to “sleigh”
St. Aloysius, limiting them to just five
singles and one run in four innings.
St. Nick held a 13-1 lead and received
home runs from Damon Roth, Nick
DiNizo and Mike Walch but the game
ended abruptly when the shorthanded
Als had to forfeit after an injury left
them without enough players.
August 4, 2005: Darkness mercifully concluded a game in the sixth
inning that had the hungry pillagers
of St. Aloysius sacking St. Stephen,
21-9, in St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Diva third baseman Pat Ford made
two fine plays in the second inning.
Diva’s entire outfield staff consisting
of Kyle Gates, Mike DiNizo, Marc
Rusin and John Howart combined for
numerous snares of difficult liners.
Damon Roth with three singles, a
double, four runs scored and two RBI,
along with Jarrod Pence with four
singles, an RBI and two runs scored,
led Netherwood’s hit parade of 22
raps. Tufaro led with four RBI, while
rapping a triple, two singles, walking
once and scoring once. Woodring had
three RBI and two singles, and Lau
lashed a two-run double, singled and
scored twice.
Diva’s Howart hacked four hits in
his five trips to the plate and scored
once, but James DiNizo held the
“Hammer of Thor” with a two-run
homer in the first, while adding an
RBI single, walking and scoring another run. Mike DiNizo ripped three
singles, scored once and added two
RBI. Ford singled twice, scored twice
and had two RBI. Rusin singled twice,
scored once and had an RBI. Pitcher
Ron Germinder was credited with
two runs scored, a single and an RBI.
Andrew Lynch had a pair of singles.
Netherwood scored three runs on
three hits in the top of the first with an

RBI single from Pence, followed with
RBI sacrifice flies from Tufaro and
Woodring. Diva’s matched the score
with DiNizo’s two-run shot over the
left-centerfield fence and Ford’s RBI
single past short.
A seven-run second gave
Netherwood a 10-3 lead and visions
of an early evening. All 11 batters
stepped to the plate. Tufaro whacked
a two-run triple to center, Lau ricocheted a two-run double into right
and Roth ripped a two-run single into
left, while Woodring wiggled an RBI
single past short.
Diva’s answered with two runs with
RBI by the DiNizo’s in the second
then added three in the third to tighten
the score to 10-8. Ford, Rusin and
Mike Cornacchia provided the RBI.
Netherwood’s Roth crossed the
plate on Tufaro’s RBI single over
second in the fourth, but Diva James
DiNizo scored on Matt Canfield’s
RBI sac fly in the bottom of the inning. Aumenta led off the fifth with a
single to left and Gus Alvarez slashed
a ground-rule double to right. Matt
Walsh (2 hits) added an RBI
groundout, Mike Parkhill (2 hits)

Probitas Verus Honos

singled and Samila sent an RBI sac
fly to center. Ford singled and scored
on Germinder’s sac fly in the Diva’s
fifth.
Roth doubled and scored on
Woodring’s single in the sixth, but the
Divas failed to answer thanks to
Bendix’s leaping stab.
“Nice play Jeff! That’s big right
there,” bellowed Brainard
On the verge of a silent seventh,
Diva Cornacchia chanted,” We got to
score! It’s getting late. Bottom 7!”
His serenade fell upon deaf ears
even into the top of the ninth then
Roth reminded, “Let’s open it up.
Let’s go!”
Still nothing!
Down to their last chance and trailing 14-10, Diva’s Gates and Mike
DiNizo tapped RBI singles to bring
home Jay Cepparullo and
Germinder’s courtesy runner and had
the winning run at the plate in the
name of James DiNizo.
Aware of his towering homer in the
first, a conference on the mound ensued. Netherwood’s decision was to
test their luck against him and it paid
off when he grounded out to Samila
at third.
Netherwood
Diva’s

370 121 000
323 110 002

14
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAGGING UP AND SLIDING INTO THIRD...Netherwood’s Gus Alvarez, No. 55, tagged up on a fly ball and slides safely
into third as Diva third baseman Pat Ford gets the throw at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on July 29.
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TEAM
Deegan Roofing
Roselle American Legion
Contact Lens & Vision
Liberty Lighting
Linwood Inn
Top Line Appliance
50+ B DIVISION
TEAM
Awnings Galore
Cranford VFW
DeBellis Associates
AJ Jersey
Rosie’s Wine Bar
Driftwood Bar & Grill
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0
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W
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6
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5

L
6
11
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16
17
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Liberty Lighting 18, DeBellis 4
LLG lit up with 24 hits led by Rob
Stratton (3-for-3). Winning pitcher
Dan Nigro and coach Willie Jackson
both contributed three-run homers.
Top Line 11, Cranford VFW 10
Top Line came back in the seventh
inning. After a leadoff walk by Lou
Collins, winning pitcher Bob Greco
reached base on a miscue and a big
base hit from Joe Cittadino produced
the tying run. A ground out plated the
winning run scored by Bob D’Meo.
Top Line hitters Whitey McCormack,
Ron Kulik, Don Montefusco, Duck
Ball, Bob D’Meo and Bob Greco
each had two hits. Cranford had Bob
Ghiretti, Dave Drechsel, Juan Moreno
and Ken Murray all going 3-for-4.
Frank Verducci was 2-for-4 with 4
RBI.
Roselle Am. Leg 22, Linda’s II 12
Winning pitcher Harry Streep (3
hits), received offensive support from
Jeff Baier (2-run HR), while Gene
Antonucci, Larry Cuzzi, Ed Lubas
and Pat Mooney added two hits each.
Deegan Roofing 19, Awnings 4
Roofers Nick Russo, James
“Knobby” Nardello and Marty Marks
all contributed four hits. Randy
Tarnofsky (2 hits, 2 RBI), John
Rachko, Gary Cuttler, Mike Kovach
and Angelo Melillo (each with 2 hits)
led Awnings.
Contact 7, Rosie’s Wine Bar 6
CL&V scored twice in the bottom
of the seventh to win. The Lensmen
were led by Kerry Gelb, Joe Lynch,
Solo Meola, Dave Rothenberg and
Eddie Quinn with two hits each. An-

thony Abbaleo and Mike Garcia had
two hits apiece for Rosie’s.
Awnings 16, Cranford VFW 10
Angelo Melillo (3-for-3, 4 RBI)
led Awnings in what was a seesaw
game until nine runs were scored in
the fourth inning to break the game
open. Tom Breen, Dave Kirsch and
John Campanella each had three hits,
and Neil Granstrand went 4-for-4 with
2 RBI. Winning pitcher Tommy
Colandro shut out The VFW in the
final four frames. Vic Trindade (4for-4), Carl Gamba (3-for-3) and Jim
Capizzi and Dave Drechsel (both 2for-3) led Cranford.
Linwood Inn 17, Contact Lens 9
A balanced hitting attack led by
Mac Kowaleski (3 hits), Nicky
Mennona (4 hits) and Joe Sarica (3
hits) supported a solid pitching performance from Tommy Siano and
some stellar defensive plays by
leftfielder Ed Gryzbowski and shortstop Mike DiRienzo. Brian Latham
and Dave Rothenberg with (3 hits
each) and Bob Beiner (3-run triple)
led Contact.
Top Line 19, Roselle Am. Leg. 13
Ron Kulik (3 hits) and Don
Montefusco, Tom DeRocco, Greg
Hartnett, Duck Ball, Lou Collins,
Rory Caldwell and Joe Cittadino (2
hits each) led Top Line’s 22-hit attack. Gene Antonucci, Larry Cuzzi
and Jeff Baier each had two hits,
while Pat Mooney and Bill Dugan
had RBI doubles for Roselle.
Rosie’s Wine Bar 13, AJ Jersey 3
Rich Polonitza (3 hits), and Steve
Tansey, Tom Murray and Keith
McDede (2 hits apiece) led Rosie’s.
Howard Greco and Jordan Scher collected 3 hits each for AJ. (See exclusive story)
Deegan Roofing 13, Liberty 11
This nail biter was in doubt right up
to the final swing of the bat. John
Garced, Pat Nigro and Marty
Bernstein (all 3-for-3) led Deegan.
LLG, in support of a great game
pitched by Danny Nigro, had Dave
McFall (4-for-4), Don Miller (3-for4, HR) and Jeff Maglietta (3-for-4,
triple).

SUCCESSFUL SEASON...Westfield Baseball League In-Town 2/3 Grade Summer
League Team Orioles celebrated the end of a successful season. Pictured are the
Orioles players and coaches at Westfield Gumbert Baseball Complex on July 31.
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Commissioner ‘Z’ Comments
On Softball League Playoffs

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:
As of August 3:
50+ A DIVISION
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LEAGUE CHAMPS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood 7U team celebrates after
winning the New Providence Green League 8U title. The team is comprised of
Domenic Erbafina, Colin Mahr, Ryan Watt, Cooper Stahley, Chris Harris, David
Camba, CJ Bates, Jack Sponheimer, Bobby Christensen, AJ Saccento, Tyler
George, Sam Beirne, and Coaches Rob Christensen, George Camba, Michael
George, and Manager Chris Bates.

SPF 7U Raiders Top Pioneers
For N. Pr. Green League Title
The 7U Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders capped an impressive summer season with a New Providence
Green League (NPGL) 8U Championship, finishing with a 10-2-3 record.
The top-seeded Raiders defeated
Long Hill, 11-10, in eight Innings in
the quarterfinals and got past Summit, 6-4, in the semifinals setting up
a finals match-up with second-seed
New Providence Pioneers on July 30
in Scotch Plains.
“This team has come so far since
our first practice back in May and
each and every player developed leaps
and bounds from where they were on
the first day of practice to now be able
to take home a Championship trophy
– that is something they will never
forget,” Coach Bates said.
Raider starter Sam Beirne pitched
into the third inning allowing only
two runs; AJ Saccento relieved and
kept the Pioneers in check with two
strikeouts and no runs. Jack
Sponheimer relieved in the top of the
fifth and shut down the Pioneers
throwing a perfect one and two-thirds
innings to close out the game. Offensively the Raiders scored all four of
their runs in the bottom of the fourth
inning, helped by Colin Mahr’s single.
Beirne made the defensive play of
the season, stabbing a hard hit one
hopper at third base and throwing a
laser to a stretching CJ Bates at first to
record the first out of the top of the
sixth. Shortstop Bobby Christensen
recorded the second out, corralling a
popup, and Sponheimer struck out
the final batter.
“All season we stressed the importance of throwing strikes and making
the routine plays in the field. We did
that and we needed to do that to
defeat a very good New Providence
team. The most important thing is
friendships were made and a solid
foundation was set for each player to
continue to build off of the success
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OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 8/10 1-4pm

136 Jefferson Avenue, Westfield
Beautifully appointed, 7 year young Wychwood colonial offers every amenity. Five bdrm/5 bth, des. kit
w center island, family rm w wood burning fpl, finished basement w bath, front porch, walk up attic,
patio, fenced yard and more. Dir: East Broad to Jefferson Avenue. Offered at $1,550,000

821 Village Green, Westfield

Stunning new colonial, 5 bdrms/5 baths, over 4,200 sq. ft of living space. Designer kit, family rm w/
coffered ceiling & fpl, formal liv rm and dn rm, 1st flr bdrm and bath. Beautiful finishes. MBR w/
sitting rm, fpl, 2 WIC & spa bath. Fin bsmt w/full bath. ȱȱǞŗǰśŚşǰŖŖŖȱ
ȬȱȱȣȱŜŖŖȱȱȱǰȱęȱȱȣȱşŖŞȬŘřřȬŖŖŜśȱ
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker© is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

they had this summer as a team and
also on an individual basis moving
forward. As a coach there is no better
feeling than helping a player succeed
at something they feel that can’t; to
help build their confidence and give
them the knowledge to be a better
player/teammate is an awesome experience to watch unfold,” Coach
Bates said.
Coach Bates added, “All season
our boys battled, never were once
intimidated by playing up in an age
group and, often times, used it as a
motivation. Each and every one of
the boys on this roster made an impact. To see those 12 smiles on their
faces after winning the Championship, makes everything we do as volunteers worth every second of it.
Proud doesn’t begin to describe how
I feel for this team. It was a great run.
The challenge now is to continue to
keep that momentum going as we
springboard into the future. The baseball program in Scotch PlainsFanwood has a long and proud tradition. These kids are excited to be a
part of that and wear that Raiders
proudly on their shirts.”
The Raiders also went 2-0 at the
Ridge Summer Jamboree in July.

The Stage House has been waiting
patiently for a week in the A Division
of the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League playoffs, and the Netherwood
made sure their nemesis would see
them one more time before the summer ends.
After cruising to a first game victory,
Team Netherwood jumped out of the
gate on July 29 to a quick lead by
scoring often and early in the first two
innings. Mike Rusin organized his Divas one last time and, while they had the
right folks up in crucial situations, they
could not get that breakthrough hit that
put them over the top, as the Nail Clippers slipped out to an early fishing trip
this year, losing 14-12.
Netherwood understands that hitting for only half the game will spell
instant doom against the Stage House
Tavern, who has a hard time NOT
scoring 20 runs these days. Hopefully
we have enough softballs to entertain
a 9 inning game pitting the two strongest hitting teams against each other.
For the Monday night finals, rumors of Vicki’s demise was greatly
exaggerated. After losing the first
game of the series to Oh Brian’s, the
Diner re-ignited their bats, and
reached deep into their souls to find a
way to reach the promised land.
Earlier this week they won 27-18
to set up Game 3 with the winner
moving into next week. July 30 was a

clinic on jumping out early, and not
resting on the lead by providing timely
two-out hitting that never let Oh
Brian’s back into the game. The score
was 22-9, but every time Vicki’s got
up with multiple players on the bases,
they found a way to deliver hit-afterhit that had Oh Brians reeling.
Oh Brians had opportunities, but
they were not prepared to crawl out of
the early 11-1 deficit that Vicki’s put
them in. Hopefully, Al Dente and
Vicki’s can stop pulling hamstrings
and groins long enough to limp
through the Finals.
If Vicki’s thinks for a second that
Autoland feels sorry for them after
Vicki’s took the regular season title
away from last year’s champs they
better think twice. Autoland made
quick work of Darby Road in the
semis after being down 2-0 after three
innings.
Autoland simply screamed away
from Darby by putting up a quick 20
runs in the next four innings, while
cruising to a 24-5 victory at Farley
Park. Kyle Adams was seen last night
scouting the Diner game for Autoland
so the brain trust of Schiller and Everitt
can create the game plan for victory.
Can Matt Hoynoski find enough
healthy players for Vicki’s for those
elusive last two victories of the season?
Humorous comments from Mr. “Z”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING SOUTH...St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball League Commissioner
Tom Kucin, flanked by Dean Talcott, St. Anthony, and Tom Grycan, St. Joseph,
will soon be retiring in the great state of North Carolina.
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Union County Senior 60+
Softball League Standings:
As of August 3:
60+ A DIVISION
TEAM
Awnings Galore II
Creative Industries
Kilkenny House
Li’l John’s Pizza
60+ B DIVISION
TEAM
Robin’s Nest
The Office
Creative Industries Too
Associated Auto Parts
David B. Corbin (August 12, 2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GLIDING INTO THIRD TO SET UP THE FIRST RUN…Trinity Electric’s
Mike Bernardo slides safely into third in the first inning as Sofa King’s Chris
Houlihan makes a tag and pitcher Craig Gatto, No. 44, backs him up. The Sofa
Kings rose to the occasion and pulled out a dramatic, 10-9, playoff game victory
on August 4, 2004.

D. Blair Corbin’s Memory Lane
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Softball League action at Brookside
Park. Steve Brainard went 3-for-3
with a two-run homer, a two-run triple
and an RBI single. John Simpson also
went 3-for-3, with two doubles, and
scored three runs. Randy Grizzard
hammered a three-run homer and
Brian Mahoney homered, doubled
and scored twice.
August 5, 2004: Comcast
Cablevision clinched first place in
Division 1 of the Union County 50+
Softball League for the third consecutive year, but not without a battle,
by containing Antone’s Pub & Grill,
11-8, at Jerseyland Field. Al Betau
went 3-for-3 with two RBI and two
runs scored, Bill Mirto went 3-for-3
with a double, three RBI and a run
scored, and John McLaughlin went
3-for-4 with two RBI and a run scored.
August 3, 2002: The 19-3 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PAL Junior American Legion team brought 13-4 Park
Ridge Post 153 to its knees, 5-1, in the
first round of the American Legion
State baseball championship in Linden. Kyle Baker pitched six strong
innings. Matt Powers had a pair of
singles and an RBI. Sean McNelis
punched an RBI triple.
August 5, 2001: Red Thunder defeated Mitch Aronson’s Club 40, 2116, in JCC Softball League action at
Tamaques Park. Thunder man Jon
Applebaum went 4-for-5 with two
homers and two RBI. Gary
Wasserman homered three times and
had seven RBI.
August 4, 1999: St. Patrick kept its
flame blazing with a 14-1, victory
over St. Jude in a showdown of first
place teams in the Saints Division
and the Angels Division, respectively,
of a St. Bart’s Oldtimers Softball
League game at Forest Road Park.
Power hitter Bob Guy pounded two
solo home runs and Erik Baum
bombed a grand slam homer for St.
Patrick.

August 7, 1998: Chaos took control early and held on to defeat the
Mattress Factory, 6-4, in the third game
of the Westfield Men’s Softball League
Championship series at Tamaques
Park. The victory gave Chaos a 2-1
edge in the best of five series. Bill
Harcourt smashed a crucial two-run
homer for Chaos and Ron Shovlin
hammered a two-run homer to give
the Mattress Factory some hope.
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Creative Too 14, Li’l John’s 9
CIT jumped to a 9-4 lead after
three innings at Unami Park. Fred
Zebro had a rocky game but pitched
well when needed. Leading hitters
for CIT were Demo Cervelli (R, H,
2BH, 2RBI), Bob Berger (2R, 2H,
2BH, RBI), winning pitcher Fred
Zebro (2R, 3H, RBI), Rich Vitaliano
(R, 3H), Bill Dougherty (R, 3H, SF,
4RBI, 3BH), Charlie Lehman (R, 2H,
2BH, RBI), Emil Ranaudo (H, 2BH,
RBI) and Howard Gerber (R, 3H,
2RBI).
Creative 14, The Office 12
Leading the Creative offense were
Dennis Watson (4H, 2R, 3RBI), Tom
Straniero (3H, 2R, 2BH), Joe
DePierro (3H, 3R, 2RBI), Brian Williams (3BH, 2BH, 2R), Frank Pepe
(2H, 2R), Frank DeLuca (3H, 3R,
3RBI), Rick Wilson (3H, 3RB) and
Tom Lombardi (3H, R, 2RBI).

Robin’s Nest 20, Associated 6
For Associated, Pat Sarullo, Ron
Horinko, Jim Price, Paul Brody and
Dave Levine each had two hits and
Bill Moore had three hits. Pitcher
Alan Schachman started a nifty
pitcher-to-second-to-first double
play.
Awnings II 6, Kilkenny House 3
Kilkenny turned three double plays,
but Awning clinched the “A” Division title. Leading the Awning men
were Wally Dusko (3-for-3), while
Bob Lorincz, Rich Polonitza and Neil
Granstrand each had two hits.
Creative Too 16, The Office 15
In a wild game, filled with timely
hitting, poor fielding and a never
give up attitude, Creative Too came
from a 9-1 deficit to tie the game,
and in the seventh after giving up
six runs, came back with seven to
win. Leading hitters for Creative
were Demo Cervelli (2R, SF, RBI),
Bob Berger (R, 2BH, RBI), winning pitcher Fred Zerbo (2BH, RBI
and game-winning base hit), Floyd
Roberts (R, 2RBI) and Al Notchey
(2R), all with three hits. Howard
Gerber (R, 2H, SF, 3RBI) and Mike
Caputo had a double and two hits.
Leading Officers were Bill Early
(2R HR, 3H, 2RBI, 3BH, 3R).
George Merlo (3R, 2RBI), Gary
Schaller (2R, RBI), Gerard
McDermott (R, RBI), Bob Renaud
(2BH, R, 2RBI), Chip Weiss (2BH,
2RBI), Jim Darcy ( R), Ken
Dunbar(2R) and Bill Hinkle (3R,
2BH in 7th) each had two hits.
Robin’s Nest 9, Associated 5
Bill Moore (3-for-3, HR), Pat
LoPiccolo and Paul Brody (2 hits
each), and Robert Maley, Phil Fink
and Richie Krov (contributing RBI)
led Associated.
Awning’s II 13, Li’l John’s 6
The Pizza men were leading after
three, but AGII scored eight in the
fourth to put the game away. Gary
Cuttler (2BH, RBI) and Rich
Polonitza (3BH, 4RBI) each had three
hits, and Wally Dusko, Bob Lorincz,
Tom Colandro and winning pitcher
Tom Pasko each had two hits for the
winners.

FLYING HIGH AT NATIONALS...Westfield Area “Y” Flyers pictured clockwise, from upper left, are: Melissa Endy, Nicole Massa, Grace Endy and Paul
Koizumi.

Flyers Track Club Competes
At National Championship
Nine athletes from the Westfield
Area “Y” Flyers Track Club competed in the AAU and USATF Track
and Field National Championships.
Eight were among the more than 8,500
athletes that competed at the USATF
National Junior Olympics July 21
through 27 in Humble, Tex. and one
competed in the AAU National Championships in Des Moines, Iowa. Six
Flyers finished in the top-10 and three
brought home All-American honors.
FLYERS IN TOP-10:
USATF: Humble, Tex.
3,000m Race Walk Girls’ Ages 1314 Division: Melissa Endy – Silver
Medalist, All-American; 1,500m
Race Walk Girls’ Ages 11-12 Division: Grace Endy – Six Place, AllAmerican; 1,500m Race Walk Boys’
Ages 11-12 Division: Paul Koizumi –

Eighth Place, All-American; 1,500m
Race Walk Girls’ Ages 11-12 Division: Lauren Henkel – Ninth Place;
1,500m Race Walk Boys’Ages 11-12
Division: Matthew Ackerman – Ninth
Place.
AAU: Des Moines, Iowa
Javelin Girls Age 13 Division:
Nicole Massa – Fourth Place
In addition, Madeline Walters
placed 14th in 11-12 girls mini-javelin. Eamon Mason and Andrew
Vilarin finished in the top-35 in the
8U boys 1,500m race.
The Westfield Area “Y” Flyers
Track Club is a USATF certified club
that serves over 700 athletes throughout the year. For inquiries about the
Flyers programs, call Greg
Hatzisavvas at (908) 233-2700 or visit
YFlyersTrackClub.com.

David B. Corbin (August 13, 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO FIELD A TOUGH GROUNDER…Babooshka first baseman
Joe Massimino attempts to field a tough grounder as second baseman Keith
Gibbons prepares to back him up at Jerseyland Field on August 6, 2009.

The 17th annual All-Corbin
Team will appear in either the September 4 issue or the September
11 issue of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

named to the prestigious Under
Armour Underclass Elite All-Tournament Team honoring the 12 best
players at the tournament.

Mallory Weisse

Probitas Verus Honos

Nomahegan Braves Record
Strong Swims at UCOSL

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES IN SEPT.

WF’s Mallory Weisse Makes
National Lacrosse U19 Team
This week Mallory Weisse, soon to
be a senior at Westfield High School,
was the only player from the state of
New Jersey awarded a position on
U.S. Women’s National Lacrosse
Under-19 Training Team. In a try out
process that started in May, Mallory
competed against over 800 girls Nationwide for a chance to make the 25player roster. Mallory survived two
rounds of cuts to get the invitation to
compete in the final three-day try out
with 110 other players in Maryland.
As the competition approaches, the
25 player training roster will be reduced to 18 players, who will compete for its 5th World title at the
Federation of International Lacrosse
(FIL) Under-19 World Championship, in Edinburgh, Scotland next
summer.
Earlier in the summer Mallory competed in the Under Armour All American Underclass tournament in Maryland on the New Jersey Team and was
the only player from New Jersey
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The Nomahegan Braves swim team
led by Head Coach Brooke Smith and
Assistant Coaches Caroline Kupfer,
Charlotte Milford and Tyler Lessner
recently capped their winning season
with a very solid performance at the
Union County Outdoor Swim League
(UCOSL) Championships held at
Westfield’s Memorial Pool on July
25 and 26.
Floyd Conlin finished first in the
10U 100-meter individual medley
(IM), 9-10 25-freestyle, 9-10 25breaststroke, and anchored the winning 9-10 100-free relay with teammates William Crall, Peter Youssef
and Cameron Linenberg. During the
season he also set team records in the
100IM (1:21.87 vs. 1:24.47 set by S.
Blum in 1999), 25-freestyle (15.05
vs. 15.10 set by J. Ribecky in 1976),
and 25-breaststroke (19.52 vs. 19.74
set by S. Blum in 1999).
Double winners included Jake
Lessner (13-14 200-free relay, 50breaststroke), Gwyn Devin (15-18
scotch 200-free relay, 50-breaststroke), Emily McGann (15-18
scotch 200-free relay, 50-freestyle),
Nick Youssef (15-18 scotch 200-free
relay, 200IM) and Griff Morgan (1518 scotch 200-free relay, 50freestyle).
Single winners in an individual
event included Ava Benson (age 7 25freestyle), Kate Giglio (8U 25-backstroke), and Julia McGann (11-12
50-backstroke. Also, Alex Sherwood,
David Sherwood, Tim McGann and

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate
Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally
Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite
#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email: hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct: (908) 301-2015
Cell: (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Jake Lessner won the 13-14 200-free
relay.
Second, Third Place:
Kate Giglio (2nd 8U 25-free); Ava
Benson (3rd 8U 25-butterfly); Danny
McGann (3rd 8U 25-free, 2nd 25backstroke); Peter Youssef (2nd 9-10
25-backstroke, 3rd 25-butterfly); Julia
McGann (3rd 11-12 50-free); Zach
Youssef (2nd 11-12 100IM, 2nd 50free, 2nd 50-butterfly); Spencer
Linenberg (3rd 11-12 50-breaststroke); Tim McGann (2nd 13-14 50free, 2nd 50-breaststroke); Alex
Sherwood (3rd 13-14 50-free, 3rd
50-breaststroke);
Emily McGann (2nd 15-18 50backstroke); Gwyn Devin (2nd 1518 50-butterfly); Andrew Baker (3rd
15-18 50-free, 3rd 50-butterfly); Nick
Youssef (2nd 15-18 50-breaststroke);
and Jesse Liu (2nd 15-18 50-butterfly). Also, Ted Crall, William Heinze,
Rafael Morin and Danny McGann
took second in the 8U 100-free relay.
Awards also given for individuals
placing from fourth through ninth:
Ava Armento (7th 6U 25-free); LJ
Conlin (5th 6U 25-free); Nicholas
Benson (9th 6U 25-free); Rafael
Morin (4th 7 year 25-free, 4th 8U 25backstroke, 6th 8U 25-butterfly); Ted
Crall (7th 7 year 25-free); Danny
McGann (5th 8U 25-butterfly); Keira
Troy (9th 8U 25-breaststroke); Ava
Benson (5th 25-backstroke); Patience
Conlin (7th 8U 25-freestyle, 7th 25breaststroke);
William Heinze (6th 8U 25-free,
9th 25-backstroke); William Crall (8th
10U 100IM, 9th 9-10 25-free);
Cameron Linenberg (9th 10U 100IM,
4th 9-10 25-free, 4th 9-10 25-butterfly); Peter Youssef (5th 10U 100IM);
Andrea Morin (4th 11-12 50-free,
7th 50-breaststroke); Julia McGann
(7th 11-12 50-butterfly); Benton
Cummings (9th 11-12 50-breaststroke); Spencer Linenberg (9th 1112 50-freee, 8th 50-backstroke); Alex
Sherwood (4th 13-14 100IM); David
Sherwood (6th 13-14 100IM, 6th 50free, 4th 50-breaststroke);
Stewart Pollock (9th 13-14 50-butterfly); Caroline Felix (6th 15-18
100IM, 7th 50-free, 5th 50-breaststroke); Emily McGann (4th 15-18
50-breaststroke); Griff Morgan (5th
15-18 100IM, 6th 50-butterfly);
Gavin Conlon (5th 15-18 50-free, 5th
50-breaststroke, 7th 50-backstroke);
Andrew Baker (4th 15-18 50-backstroke); and Nick Youssef (6th 15-18
50-butterfly).
There were two additional team
records set this season. Aedan Collins
set a record in the 15-18 boys 50freestyle of 25.67 vs. 26.07 set by M.
Oster in 2010. And the 15-18 scotch
200-free relay team of Gwyn Devin,
Aedan Collins, Emily McGann and
Tyler Lessner established a new mark
of 1:48.93 vs. 1:52.78 set by M.
Kaveney, K. Bangs, M. Daniel, and
M. Oster in 2010.

LEAGUE CHAMPS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Baseball League’s 13U summer
travel team pose with their trophies after defeating Cranford, 12-8, for the New
Providence League 13U Championship. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row;
Matty Margaritondo, Kyle Tannenbaum, Justin Walsh, Graham McAlindin and
Spencer Moran; top row, Coach Doug Ackerman, Ryan Ackerman, Drew Burfeindt,
coach Bruce Moran, Zack Zimmerman, Angelo DiNizo, coach Craig Burfeindt,
Danny Wright, Nick Hiel, Aidan Nolte, JJ Stueck and manager Brian Gechtman.

SPF 13Us Defeat Cranford
For New Prov. League Title
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Baseball League’s 13U summer travel team
captured the championship of the New
Providence League on July 29, when
the Raiders defeated Cranford, 12-8,
in the title game that was played at the
Union County Vo-Tech field in Scotch
Plains.
The Raiders rallied from a 7-3 deficit in the second inning and completed the summer with a 12-4-2 overall record, which included the playoffs, regular season and the
Branchburg Tournament. The Raiders, who were comprised of players
who just completed their seventh
grade in school in June, had knocked
off Branchburg, 12-7, in the semifinals on July 28.
The Raiders were the top seed in
the nine-team playoffs since Scotch
Plains Fanwood had won the regularseason title.
The Raiders were managed by

Brian Gechtman and were coached
by Doug Ackerman, Craig Burfeindt
and Bruce Moran. The Raiders were
made up of Ryan Ackerman, Drew
Burfeindt, Angelo DiNizo, Nick Hiel,
Matty Margaritondo, Graham
McAlindin, Spencer Moran, Aida
Nolte, JJ Stueck, Kyle Tannenbaum,
Justin Walsh, Danny Wright and Zack
Zimmerman.

Reading is Good For You
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The WSA Announces
New Director of Coaching
Effective August 1, the Westfield
Soccer Association (WSA) Board of
Directors has announced that Ruben
Vloedgraven will join the WSA as
the new Director of Coaching.
Coach Vloedgraven has previously
worked for more than seven years,
with Soccer Centers LLC of Somerset,
NJ – the Home of Dutch Total Soccer.
He has had a variety of managerial,
coaching and training responsibilities with Soccer Centers and served
for five years as its Assistant Director
of Coaching. Additionally, he has
coached at the high school level and
led multiple teams to State Cup Finals.
“We have searched for the right
candidate for nearly two years to fill
this new Club position,” said WSA
President Steve Aronson. “Ruben
brings all of the qualities, passion and
experience needed to help us take the

WSA to an even higher level of excellence.”
Coach Vloedgraven was raised and
educated in the Netherlands. He holds
a Bachelor’s Degree in Education from
Christelijke Windesheim University
of Applied Arts and Sciences. He currently holds the NSCAA Premier diploma, the NSCAA Director of coaching diploma, several licenses from the
USSF, KNVB youth licenses and
coaching certificates from US Futsal.
“I look forward to advancing the
strong training, programs, sense of
community and soccer culture in my
new role here in Westfield,” Coach
Vloedgraven said.
The role of the Director of Coaching (DOC) within the WSA is to raise
the technical development of all players, and the coaching effectiveness
and consistency of our parent volunteers and paid professionals.
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Rosie’s Wine Bar Men Flag AJ Jersey, 13-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

liance. Rosie’s shortstop Joe
Hrubash made several fine defensive plays and initiated six putouts.
Steve Falco made three key putouts
at third base. Centerfielder Rich
Conklin made a diving catch in the
first inning, and third baseman Bill
Moore ended the game with a slick
snag of a liner off the bat of Scacifero
in the seventh.
AJ Jersey third baseman Rizzo
absorbed a steaming liner in the third
inning. Scacifero hustled to haul in a
difficult fly ball in centerfield. Keenoy
made a pair of unassisted scoops for

Garcia’s back-spinning pitches
kept AJ Jersey off-balance most of
the game, with the exception of the
fifth inning when they scored their
first two runs with a five-hit outbreak, beginning with Hobson’s
single up the middle. Sherman
drilled a hot shot off the shortstop.
Greco singled and Robertson
reached on a force out. Both scored
on Hoffman’s RBI single that was
also followed by a throwing error.
Rosie’s scored twice in the bottom of the first inning. Hrubash
bashed a leadoff single to leftfield

to short.
Two more of Rosie’s Wine men
scuffed the plate in the second. Falco
and Murray drew free passes. Falco
scored when Tansey’s grounder was
butchered then Scarfuto sizzled an
RBI groundout to short.
The deciding inning, however,
was the third when Rosie’s Wine
Bar served up the “Special of the
Day”, a six-run roasting of the Jersey Boys. McDede, Paul Newton,
Falco, Murray and Tansey garnished
the roast with RBI singles to make
the score, 10-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPLETING THE PUTOUT...Vickie’s first baseman Matt Hoynowski completes the putout of Autoland’s Ed Belford
for the third out of the fourth inning at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on August 4.

Autoland Scores 2 in 10th to Ward off Vickie’s
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RIPPING A SINGLE OVER SECOND...Rosie’s Wine Bar hitter Steve Tansey ripps a hard single over second base in the
third inning against AJ Jersey in Union County 50+ League softball action at Jerseyland Field on July 31.

putouts at first base. Scher’s quick
reflexes awarded him with a fine catch
on the mound, and shortstop Hobson’s
alertness allowed him to snag a deflection off the pitcher and toss to
second for a putout.

See more photos of the
Rosie’s Wine Bar vs AJ
Jersey Softball Game
at Ballyhoo Sports
www.goleader.com

and Garcia sliced a single over first
base. Polinitza chopped an RBI
single past first and McDede did a
good deed with an RBI groundout

Reading is Good For You

In the bottom of the fifth, Garcia
walked and scored on Polinitza’s
single over first. McDede doubled,
but the relay sailed out of play,
allowing Polinitza’s courtesy runner to score. AJ Jersey answered
with its final run in the sixth when
Scher scored on an error. Rosie’s
matched that run in the bottom of
the inning when Murray singled and
scored on Scarfuto’s groundout to
short.
AJ Jersey
Rosie’s
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Probitas Verus Honos

followed with and RBI single to left.
From his shortstop position, Delle
Donne also played the starring role in
the exciting finale. After Vickie’s Pat
Peterpaul poked a single to left, Carlos
Rego ripped a wicked shot off pitcher
Ed Belford’s glove, but Delle Donne
scooped the deflection, stepped on
second and fired to first to complete a
double play (DP). Then Brandon Cuba
tagged a line shot that Delle Donne
absorbed for the game ender.
Both teams amassed 25 hits and
Richichi contributed four, including
his double, with three RBI and two
runs scored. Delle Donne finished with
three hits, two RBI and three runs
scored. Dom Centanni cracked a pair
of two-run doubles and added an RBI
sacrifice fly, while scoring twice. John
Lyp lashed three singles, scored three
times and had two RBI. Kyle Adams
singled twice and scored three times.
Vickie’s had three players with four
hits — Al Genova (3 runs scored,
RBI), Al Dente (3 RBI, 2 runs scored)
and Rich Banasiak (3 RBI, run scored,
2 walks). Jason Hoynowski (3 runs)
singled, walked twice and hammered
a key two-run homer in the ninth
inning. Alberto Cortez smacked a solo
homer in the sixth. Cuba finished
with three hits and two runs scored,
and Mookie Fronzak singled twice

and scored twice.
Two of the finest fielding plays
came in the first inning. Fronzak
chased down a long shot to leftfield
off the bat of Delle Donne in the top
of the first then Adams cradled Jason
Hoynowski’s shot in right field near
the basketball court.
For the first four innings, Autoland
was either spinning their wheels or
idling as not one tread scarred home
plate. During that span, second
baseman Dente initiated a second-tofirst DP. But Delle Donne had also
initiated a DP in the second inning.
Vickie’s plated the first five runs in
the third, highlighted by Dente’s tworun double into shallow right,
Banasiak’s RBI slap shot to right and
Matt Hoynowski’s RBI sac fly to center. Autoland centerfielder Brian
Schiller probably made the best catch
of the evening with a chest sliding
snag of John Gordon’s low liner.
Vickie’s cooked up three more runs
in the fourth to grab an 8-0 lead.
Gordon wiggled an RBI single over
second, Genova added an RBI
groundout and Dente dribbled an RBI
single by third.
Autoland finally revved their engines in the fifth and screeched with
six runs. During that time, Centanni
rapped a two-run double, Lorenz

looped an RBI double, Josh Finkelstein
yanked a two-run single and Richichi
plopped an RBI single over first.
Autoland was racing with high octane and poured on seven more runs
in the sixth to take a 13-8 lead.
Centanni added his second two-run
double, while Billy Mariani, Lyp and
Delle Donne tacked on RBI singles.
Vickie’s responded with Cortez’s solo
blast to right-centerfield.
In the seventh, Autoland boosted
their lead to 17-9 with four runs on
five hits. Richichi lined a two-run
single to right, Lyp punched an RBI
single to left and Centanni lofted an
RBI sac fly to center.
Autoland began to run out of gas in
the eighth, but Vickie’s came up with
a recipe for runs on three straight
singles from Jason Hoynowski,
Genova and Dente, respectively, an
RBI single from Banasiak and a tworun triple from Matt Hoynowski to
eventually place five runs on the dish.
With Autoland still silent, Vickie’s
responded with three runs in the ninth
thanks to Jason Hoynowski’s tworun shot with Fronzak on base, and
Banasiak’s chopping single that
scored Genova with the tying run,
setting up the dramatic finale.
Autoland
Vickie’s
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Make the Smart Move with DavidRealtyGroup.com

Cranford

9 Short HillsLane

Scotch Plains - For Sale

$919,000

Fanwood

$379,900

Lush and luxurious grounds surround this
amazing display of architectural detail.
Endless list of upgrades!

Enjoy life in this fenced 4BR/2BA Cape Cod.
Cathedral ceilings, new baths, 2 car garage,
patio/deck, fenced yard & more!

Ileen Cuccaro

MLS: 3157382

Anne Weber

MLS: 3153486

Scotch Plains

$429,000

Scotch Plains

$689,000

NOW $899,000

Welcome to this beautiful and recently renovated home situated on an expansive 1 acre lot. First floor
offers an open floor plan with a grand foyer, state of the art eat-in kitchen with 13ft center island,
top of the line stainless steel appliances with custom cabinetry. The kitchen is open to a family room
with a woodburning fireplace. Also featured is a den/office with an additional fireplace. Convenient
mudroom and first floor laundry room. Second level offers 5 bedrooms, 3 full baths, with an exquisite
and large master suite with a private balcony, oversized shower, custom walk in closet. Highly sought
after neighborhood – this is one you won’t want to miss!

1 Pitching Way

Scotch Plains – For
or Sale

Spacious Colonial w/open flr plan, fabulous
kit w/brkfst bar, granite,& SS appls. 1st flr
bdrm, fin bsmt, move-in ready!

Joyce Taylor

MLS: 3152577

Patricia Connolly

MLS: 3147453

Westfield

$719,000

Westfield

$799,900

670 Vermont Street

NO
NOW$599,000
OW$599,
9 000
00 Westfield – For Sale

Come see this young colonial with an amazing
floor plan. First floor features a bedroom with
an adjacent full bath, perfect for in-law or nanny
suite. Enjoy an eat-in kitchen with sliders to deck
overlooking Shackamaxon private golf course
with amazing views, and two story family room
and cozy living room. There is a mudroom and
laundry on first level at garage entry. Second floor
offers four bedrooms including a master bedroom
suite. Finished basement plus additional storage
space. Come see this home as soon as possible!

Beautifully maintained 2BR/2.1BA end unit w/
patio. 1st flr MBR w/full bath & WIC. Updt
kit w/granite open to FR w/fpl.

$1,395,000

Amazing new construction home in a lovely
neighborhood. This five bedroom, three full bath
custom Colonial is one of two homes at the end of
a private road. Enter to an elegant main staircase
with colonial oak railings. Upstairs is a generous
master suite with Jacuzzi tub and extra large closet.
Multi-zone gas heating and central air conditioning.
Features include hardwood floors throughout,
large eat-in kitchen open to a family room with
gas fireplace and access to a large deck. Outside is
a stone patio surrounded by tall shade trees. Come
experience this one-of-a-kind home today!

Contact(908)264-8843 or info@davidrealtygroup.com

Nicely renovated 4BR/2.1BA Colonial with
open flr plan, kit w/brkfst bar, granite & SS
appls. Great location must see!

Custom 4BR/3BA Split Level great for
entertaining! Fabulous outdoor BBQ/kitchen
& heated in-ground pool with jacuzzi!

Jessica Marino

Julie Murphy

MLS: 3153270

Westfield West Office:
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-0065

DavidRealtyGroup.com • Residential Brokerage • (908) 264-8843

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

©2014 David Realty Group LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by David and Lorena Barbosa

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

MLS: 3149414
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CLASSIFIEDS
HONDA S2000 - $20,999

STORAGE WANTED

2005 - ONLY 32,800 mi.
(one owner). Convertible, leather
interior, great condition. FUN TO
DRIVE. Contact Katherine
(908)313-9557
reynoldsk26@gmail.com
$20,999 or best offer

Wanted Local to Westfield: A secure one-car garage or bay to rent
month-to-month or longer to house
an average sized classic car. No
work will be performed there; it's
just for storage & will be driven in/
out occasionally. Reasonable
rates are needed. Please call (908)
654-8625 & leave a msg please.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out, Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-043484-13
FILE NO. 17919-13
NOTICE TO REDEEM
US BANK CUST FOR TOWER
DBW; PLAINTIFF VS. JOSEPH REAVES; BOBBIE
REAVES, WIFE OF JOSEPH
REAVES;
BANK
OF
AMERICA, NA; PAMELA
REAVES;
STACIE
A
FRASIER; UNION CO BD SOCIAL SERVS; DEFENDANT(S)
TO: PAMELA REAVES; STACIE A
FRASIER;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on July 30, 2014, the Superior Court
Fixed September 16, 2014 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:
LOT 45 BLOCK 131 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 11081 is
$18,408.96, together with interest from
March 31, 2014 and costs of $1,245.99.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 8/7/14, The Leader
Fee: $49.98

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES
Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices
Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available
(908) 510-2542

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

LABORER: F/T

55+ Adult Community. Clark, NJ.
No exp. necessary. Must be able
to perform strenuous manual
labor. Background check done.
Please call (732) 340-0069.
PT FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS

P/T Office Assistant: Ideal for
college students, our modern,
friendly and high quality dental
office is seeking a friendly,
enthusiastic, responsible and
dependable individual for a
position as a part time office
assistant to assist our dental
treatment staff. We have a very
family friendly practice in Clark
that prides itself on providing
excellent patient care in a
comfortable environment. Our
office will train you on all basic
duties. Flexible hours; 10-12 hours
per week Monday-Wednesday.
Please email
rjmdds0914@gmail.com
if interested.
SUPERINTENDENT

editor@goleader.com

55+ Adult Community. Must be
experienced in all phases of
apartment repairs; able to handle
emergencies. Must have valid
driver’s license, own vehicle and
tools. No exceptions. Apt. plus
salary and benefits. Please fax
resume to Fax: (732) 333-6351.

Reading is Good For You

Button Society Posts
Fall Show-Competition

goleader.com/subscribe

AREA — The New Jersey State
Button Society Fall Show and Competition will take place on Saturday,
September 13, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
It will be held at the Union Fire Company fire hall, located at 1396 River
Road (Route 29) in Titusville.
Admission will be $2 for adults at
the door. For more information, email slmulford@verizon.net, call
(856)
275-6945
or
visit
newjerseystatebuttonsociety.org/.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-017285-14
FILE NO. 18569-14
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
SQUILLANTE ENTERPRISES
INC.; ISAAC MEDAS;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which ACE PLUS LLC is the plaintiff and
ROBERT LEE HAYES, ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-01728514 within thirty-five (35) days after August
7, 2014 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be rendered against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may communicate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:
1. A certain tax certificate 11-047, sold
on 5/26/2011, dated 5/31/2011, and was
recorded on 8/23/2011 in Book 13164 at
Page 386, made by JOSEPH P. SKELLY,
Collector of Taxes of HILLSIDE, and State
of New Jersey to ACE PLUS LLC and
subsequently assigned to plaintiff, ACE
PLUS LLC. This covers real estate located
in HILLSIDE, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 3 BLOCK
422 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of HILLSIDE and
concerns premises commonly known as
1531 COMPTON TRAIL, HILLSIDE, New
Jersey.
YOU, SQUILLANTE ENTERPRISES
INC., are made party defendant to the
above foreclosure action because on July
10, 1997, a judgment was entered in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Monmouth
County, by Squillante Enterprises Inc.
against Robert Hayes and Sandra Hayes
disclosing a debt in the amount of
$23,572.52, plus costs. Said judgment was
entered as Judgment No. J-323840-1997.
Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, ISAAC MEDAS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on April 26, 2005, a judgment
was entered in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Monmouth County, by Violent
Crimes Compensation Board, Isaac
Medas, High Point Insurance, and State of
New Jersey Treasurer against Robert
Hayes Jr disclosing a debt in the amount of
$4,107.00. Said judgment was entered as
Judgment No. J-103707-2005. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: July 31, 2014
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 8/7/14, The Leader
Fee: $77.52

Christina M. Hinke for The Leader and The Times

PIANO MAN…Danny V’s 52nd Street, a Bill Joel tribute band, hits a high note
on July 30 at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside during the Union County free
Summer Arts Festival Concert. The concerts continue all summer long every
Wednesday beginning at 7:30 p.m.
PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

Office of the Business Administrator
Board Secretary
Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education
Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
ATTENTION: Ms. Deborah S. Saridaki,
Business Administrator/Board Secretary
2. Plainly identify on the outside of the
sealed envelope “CS2015-E BID.”
3. A Bid Bond or Certified Check for ten
percent (10%) of the bid amount must
accompany the Bid, but not in excess of
$20,000.
All bids will be opened and read publicly
at that time by the School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, or her designee.
The Board reserves the right to reject
any or all bids and waive any informality in
the process if it is in the best interest of the
Board. No proposal may be deemed accepted until the adoption of a formal resolution by the Board.
By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education in the County of Union,
New Jersey.
Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 8/7/14, The Times
Fee: $67.83

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union

AWARD WINNERS...Union County Freeholder Chairman Christopher Hudak, left, and Freeholder Sergio Granados,
right, congratulate Jason Weaver, second from left, of Roselle Park and Billy Lentz of Cranford on being named
outstanding players in the Union County Baseball Association’s summer youth leagues during the end-of-season picnic
in Warinanco Park in Roselle. They are joined by Union County Manager Alfred Faella. They each received the John
“Butch” Henry Award for their respective leagues. The Union County Freeholder Board helps fund the league though
a grant from the Kids Trust Fund.

NJ Council for the Humanities
Awards over $100,000 in Grants
TRENTON — From prison art to
Latino foodways to recreation in
Delaware Bay, New Jersey residents
will have a lot to talk about this fall as
local institutions work with authors,
artists, and humanities professors to
bring new ideas and experiences to
their communities. The New Jersey
Council for the Humanities (NJCH)
recently awarded $110,405 in grants
to eleven institutions, including colleges and universities, nonprofit history and cultural organizations, and a
public library. The grant funds will
support a range of free events for local
residents.
Grants were awarded to: Seton Hall
University Walsh Gallery in South
Orange ($2,965), for an exhibit and
panel discussion, “Strangers in a
Strange Land.”
Epic Actors’ Workshop in Old
Bridge ($2,980), for a performance
discussion, “Life with Equality and
Dignity for Women of the South Asian
Community in New Jersey.”
The Center for Historic American
Building Arts in Bridgeton ($2,950),
for a public conversation, “Cultural
Justice in an Era of Climate Change:
Lester Brown Brings the Issue Home.”
The Newark Public Library
($2,755), for a celebration and exhibit, “Hispanic Heritage Celebration
2014.”
Bayshore Center at Bivalve
($10,000), for a new permanent exhibit, “Play on the Bayshore.”
Rutgers University Mason Gross
School of the Arts in New Brunswick

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF AUDIT REPORT FOR PUBLICATION

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR BIDS
Notice is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education (hereinafter
referred to as the “Board”) in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-4.5 at the Board
offices located at Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076, from interested vendors for Electrical Supplies (herein referred to as the
“Vendor”) in accordance with the Bid Requests prepared by the Board.
A copy of the Bid Requests may be
inspected and picked up at the Board
offices between the hours of 8:30AM and
4:00PM, except Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays. Further information may be obtained by calling Ms. Deborah S. Saridaki,
School Business Administrator/Board Secretary at (908) 232-6161 ext. 4013. Bid
Requests may also be e-mailed to interested providers upon request.
All vendors submitting bids must use
and complete all forms in the manner designated and include all information required
in the Bid Requests. The Board assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdirected in delivery. No bid may be withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days after
the date set for the opening thereof.
Pursuant to P.L. 2004, c. 57, all bids
must be accompanied by a New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate (BRC)
issued by the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue. All vendors are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127, “Law
Against Discrimination” and the Affirmative Action statutes and regulations,
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
17:27-1.1 et seq.
Bids must be submitted to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education no
later than 2:00PM on Tuesday, August 19,
2014.
1. Submit three (3) copies of the completed bid package, one (1) with original
signatures and two (2) copies in an envelope addressed to:

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF 2013 AUDIT REPORT OF
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD AS REQUIRED BY N.J.S. 40A:5-7
COMBINED COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS - REGULATORY BASIS
DECEMBER
31, 2013

DECEMBER
31, 2012

Cash and Investments
Taxes, Assessments, Liens and
Utility Charges Receivable
Property Acquired for Taxes Assessed Value
Accounts Receivable
Deferred Charges to Future
To Revenue of Future Years
Deferred Charges to Future Taxation General Capital
General Fixed Assets

$ 3,050,899.25

$ 4,431,625.41

314,935.04

314,303.38

12,279.00
872,916.33

12,279.00
715,834.90

200,942.82

555,000.00

16,140,069.20
9,434,208.06

14,834,729.20
9,190,069.32

TOTAL ASSETS

$ 30,026,249.70

$ 30,053,841.21

ASSETS

LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND FUND BALANCE
Bonds and Notes Payable
Improvement Authorizations
Other Liabilities and Special Funds
Reserve for Certain Assets Receivable
Fund Balances
Investment in General Fixed Assets

$ 10,565,146.00
4,397,455.11
3,581,538.22
440,577.61
1,607,324.70
9,434,208.06

$ 10,816,629.00
5,459,966.62
3,443,910.03
375,037.55
768,228.69
9,190,069.32

TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES
AND FUND BALANCE

$ 30,026,249.70

$ 30,053,841.21

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS AND CHANGE
IN FUND BALANCE - CURRENT FUND-REGULATORY BASIS
YEAR 2013

YEAR 2012

$ 232,000.00

$ 215,000.00

2,864,946.85
295,917.24
28,626,120.30

2,723,570.04
328,673.70
27,867,332.85

$ 32,018,984.39

$ 31,134,576.59

$ 8,723,894.17
5,501,262.50
17,134,362.91
147,655.70

$ 9,028,754.41
5,241,213.54
16,944,403.70
31,549.27

$ 31,507,175.28

$ 31,245,920.92

Excess (Deficit) in Revenue
$ 511,809.11
Adjustment to Income Before Fund Balance:
Expenditures Included above which are by Statute
Deferred Charges to Budgets of Succeeding Years
0.00

$ (111,344.33)

REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED
Fund Balance Utilized
Miscellaneous - From Other Than Local
Property Tax Levies
Collection of Delinquent Taxes
Collection of Current Tax Levy
Total Income
EXPENDITURES
Budget Expenditures:
County Taxes
Regional High School Taxes
Miscellaneous
Total Expenditures

Statutory Excess to Fund Balance
Fund Balance
Balance, January 1

$ 443,655.67

691,791.33
$ 1,203,600.44

463,135.66
$ 906,791.33

Decreased by:
Utilized as Anticipated Revenue
Balance, December 31

555,000.00

$ 511,809.11

232,000.00

215,000.00

$ 971,600.44

$ 691,791.33

RECOMMENDATIONS
*That funds be encumbered prior to ordering of goods and services and all vouchers
contain the required support documentation and approvals prior to their payments.
*That the Current Fund General Ledger be accurately maintained.
*Prior Year Recommendation
A Corrective Action Plan, which outlines actions the Borough of Fanwood will take to
correct the findings listed above, will be prepared in accordance with federal and state
requirements. A copy of it will be placed on file and made available for public inspection
in the Office of the Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Fanwood.
The above summary or synopsis was prepared from the report of audit of the Borough
of Fanwood, County of Union, for the calendar year 2013. This report of audit, submitted
by Suplee, Clooney & Company, Registered Municipal Accountants and Certified Public
Accountants, is on file at the Borough Clerk’s office and may be inspected by any
interested persons.
Eleanor McGovern, Clerk
1 T – 8/7/14, The Times
Fee: $132.60

($10,000), for a symposium, “Sara
Levy’s World: Music, Gender, and
Judaism in Enlightenment Berlin.”
Rutgers University Institute for Research on Women in New Brunswick
($17,757), for a conference and exhibit, “Marking Time: Prison Arts and
Activism.”
Camden County College Center for
Civic Leadership and Responsibility
in Blackwood ($7,950), for a lecture
and teacher program, “World War I:
The War that Didn’t End All Wars.”
Montclair State University Sprague
Library ($20,000), for a public program series, “Rescue in Budapest: The

70th Anniversary of Raoul
Wallenberg’s Mission to Save the Last
Jews of Europe.”
The College of New Jersey School
of Humanities and Social Sciences in
Ewing ($19,965), for a public program series, “Exploring Economic
Justice: New Jersey, the Nation, and
the World.”
The Richard Stockton College of
New Jersey, Department of Historical
Studies in Galloway ($13,083), for an
exhibit and curriculum project,
“Marching from Atlantic City to
Washington and Beyond: Civil Rights
Activism in New Jersey.”

TROOPER YOUTH WEEK…On July 28, the New Jersey State Police hosted
commencement exercises for the graduates of the 96th New Jersey State Police
Trooper Youth Week police training program. Included in the class was Cranford Police Explorer Brendan McSharry. Brendan is pictured with New Jersey
State Police Detective II Eric Greener, class coordinator.

McSharry Graduates From
Police Trooper Youth Week
CRANFORD – On July 28, the
New Jersey State Police hosted commencement exercises for the graduates of the 96th New Jersey State
Police Trooper Youth Week police
training program. Included in the class
of junior and senior high school students from across New Jersey was
Cranford Police Explorer Brendan
McSharry.
Brendan is a senior at Cranford
High School where he is a member of
the track and cross country teams and
the PRIDE Leadership Program.
Brendan has been a member of the
Cranford Police Explorer Post 74 for
over four years and assists the instructors at the Cranford Police Department Youth Police Academy each
summer.
During the 96th Trooper Youth
Week, Trooper Youths took part in
physical training, learned and practiced military drill, and gained knowledge about the New Jersey State Police and its many specialized units.
The weekend, although grueling at
times, was very enjoyable and established in the Trooper Youths a sense
of discipline and decorum.
The weekend was conducted
through a rigid schedule where the
Trooper Youths were expected to be
punctual and organized at all times
and accountable for their actions.
Individuals had to be up at 5:30 a.m.
to be ready for roll call at 6 a.m. and
PUBLIC NOTICE

begin the day. Time was set aside for
military drill and physical training
throughout the week where individuals learned basic formation and facing movements.
Specialized units within the State
Police put on demonstrations in the
hopes of expanding the Trooper
Youths’ knowledge and understanding of the agency as a whole. These
units included Crime Scene, Aviation, and K-9 as well as the Bomb/
Arson unit. Members of the State
Police exposed the Trooper Youths to
certain training tactics including that
of firearms and driving. Driving while
intoxicated (DWI) and its dangers was
a topic at certain points during the
weekend.
Trooper Youths were given the opportunity to utilize “drunk goggles”
and see firsthand how dangerous drinking and driving can be. The Trooper
Youth Week instilled in the youths the
meaning of the agency’s core values:
honor, duty, and fidelity and created
disciplined and well-rounded individuals fit to embark on life’s endeavors.
The Cranford Police Explorers are
now accepting new members. Anyone interested between the ages of 14
and 21 may call police headquarters
at (908) 272-2222 for more information. The next meeting is 7 p.m. on
Monday, September 15, at Police
Headquarters, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford.
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
COUNTY OF UNION
TAKE NOTICE, The undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in accordance
with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following motor
vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department through
abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.
All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose.
Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at time
of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.
The public auction shall be held on August 13th, 2014 in accordance with the laws of
the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.
The following vehicle may be examined at A&M Auto, 410 Elmer Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, at 9:15 am. Public Auction will commence at 9:30 am.
MAKE
Ford Epr

YEAR
2002

1 T - 8/7/14, The Times

VIN NO.
1FMZU72E12ZB39139

MINIMUM BID
$2880.00
Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk
Fee: $37.74
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Westfield Teacher Presents
At NJ Tech Conference

TO LEAD…The Washington Elementary School fifth grade class selected
Katherine Seery as their annual scholarship recipient. Pictured, Katherine reads
her essay “To Lead or not to Lead” to the entire student body, faculty and fifth
grade parents.

WESTFIELD — Adam Pizzi,
Master Technology Teacher (grades
6 – 12) in the Westfield Public
Schools, was a speaker at the NJ
Educational
Computing
Cooperative’s (NJECC) final meeting of the school year held at
Montclair State University recently.
At the meeting, where Instructional Technologists came together
to share best practices and highlights from the 2013-14 school year,
Mr. Pizzi presented what the
Westfield Public Schools accomplished.
He described how he and K-5
Master Technology Teacher,

Jeanine Gottko, supported the
district’s launch of a new website,
Google Apps, various professional
development offerings, and a new
Summer Institute for teachers. He
explained the student centered
learning model that guides the
district’s technology initiatives.
“As one of Westfield’s instructional technologists, I was honored
to address a group of educational
leaders and teachers at NJECC on
how our district is meeting the challenges of 21st century teaching and
learning, and to summarize our accomplishments and milestones,”
stated Mr. Pizzi.

Washington Announces
Scholarship Recipient
WESTFIELD — Each year, the
fifth grade class at Washington Elementary School in Westfield operates a school store selling school
supplies and novelty items. In the
past, 100 percent of the profits have
been donated to a charity of the
class’s choice.
Four years ago, the fifth grade
class established a scholarship to
be awarded to a graduating high
school senior who completed their
elementary academic education at
Washington School.
Each applicant answers the question, “What was the most important
lesson you learned in elementary
school and how has that made you
the person you are today?” Each
essay is blindly read to the fifth

grade class and each student casts
their anonymous vote.
So many life lessons have been
shared by many graduating seniors
and past scholarship recipients
Daniel Eliades, Madeline Chandler,
and Courtney Weiss.
This year, the Washington Elementary School fifth grade class
selected Katherine Seery as their
annual scholarship recipient.
Katherine was presented with a
$500 check at the Fifth Grade
Awards Ceremony at Washington
School on June 20 and read her
winning essay “To Lead or not to
Lead” to the entire student body,
faculty and fifth grade parents.
Katherine will attend Ohio State
in the fall.

WHS Principal Attends
National Forum on Education
WESTFIELD — Peter Renwick,
Principal of Westfield High School,
the only school principal and one of
the few educational administrators
invited to attend the ECSA National
Forum on Education Policy, found
the experience an honor and rewarding. Following his appointment to
ECS – the Education Commission
of the States – earlier this year, Mr.
Renwick joined lawmakers, practitioners, and policy experts in Washington, D. C. for three days this
summer to find common ground on
tough education issues.
“The many nationally recognized

presenters at this forum provided
me with meaningful information and
timely research on a number of relevant educational issues that will
have a direct impact on the Westfield
Public Schools in the next few years,”
stated Mr. Renwick. “I was pleased
to bring my unique perspective to
the important educational issues that
were discussed and evaluated,” he
added. “I was very impressed with
the good work of this highly respected organization and look forward to representing the state of
New Jersey as an ECS Commissioner in the future.”

Mother Seton Regional
Celebrates 50 Years

MASTER TEACHER…Adam Pizzi, Master Technology Teacher (grades 6 – 12)
in the Westfield Public Schools, was a speaker at the NJ Educational Computing
Cooperative’s (NJECC) final meeting of the school year held at Montclair State
University.

Mountainside Rotary
Presents Awards
MOUNTAINSIDE — In keeping
with their long standing tradition the
Mountainside Rotary presented
awards to four deserving Mountainside students.
Rotary member, Constance
Aloupis, presented two Deerfield
School students with the Elmer and
Emily Hoffarth Service Award,
named after one of the founding members of the Mountainside Rotary and
his wife. This year’s recipients are
Katherine Zimmerman and Samuel
Bakaletz. Each student received a
certificate and a $200 check.
Jensen Butler and Ryan Vargo each
received a Mountainside Rotary
Scholarship presented to them by
Mountainside Rotary President Rose
Marie Sinisi. A $1,000 scholarship is
presented annually to one male and
one female Mountainside student of

Loyola University
Announces Dean’s List

University of Rhode
Island Awards Degrees
KINGSTON, RI – At the University of Rhode Island’s 128th Commencement on May 17-18, about
3,000 undergraduate and 680 graduate students became the University’s
newest alumni.
Students who received the honor
summa cum laude graduated with a
cumulative grade point average
(GPA) of at least 3.7; students who
received the honor of magna cum
laude graduated with a GPA of at
least 3.50; and students who received
the honor of cum laude graduated
with a GPA of at least 3.3.
The following students from your
area graduated from the University
of Rhode Island:
Michelle Burdi of Mountainside,
received a Bachelor of Arts, Psychology; Kristen Labbate of Cranford,
received a Bachelor of Science, Communicative Disorders; Matthew
Frediani of Cranford, received a Bachelor of Science, Marine Affairs and
Alexander Binder of Cranford, received a Bachelor of Science Ocean
Engineering, Ocean Engineering.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

Moravian Announces
Dean’s Honor List
BETHLEHEM, Pa. – Moravian
College announced that Genevieve
Chaleff, Class of 2014, from Cranford earned Dean’s Honor List standing for the Spring Semester of the
2013-2014 school year.
Students who carry three or more
course units during a fall or spring
term and attain a QPA for the term of
3.50 or higher are placed on the
Dean’s Honor List.

William Paterson
Announces Dean’s List
WAYNE – The following students
at William Paterson University have
been named to the Dean’s List for the
Spring 2014 semester.
Jonathan Decker, Matheus Demelo
and Annemarie Jablonski of Cranford; Anna Digiacomo of Garwood;
Bria Barnes of Scotch Plains; Matthew Adams and Luke Dimatteo of
Westfield.
In order to qualify, a student must
carry a minimum of 12 credits for the
semester and earn a grade point average of 3.45 or better.

BALTIMORE, Md. — Loyola University Maryland has announced the
members of its spring 2014 Dean’s
List. The following local students
have achieved this honor:
Amanda Adsit, a member of the
Class of 2015 from Westfield; Christopher Cardone, a member of the
Class of 2017 from Mountainside;
Alex Furlong, a member of the Class
of 2014 from Westfield; Michael
LaRose, a member of the Class of
2016 from Cranford; Jessica Mattera,
a member of the Class of 2017 from
Mountainside; Catherine Serzan, a
member of the Class of 2017 from
Westfield; Emily Snyder, a member
of the Class of 2016 from Cranford
and Vienna Vitollo, a member of the
Class of 2016 from Mountainside.
In order to qualify for the Dean’s
List at Loyola, a student must have a
GPA of at least 3.5 with a minimum
of 15 credits.

Cirrotti Named NJSTA
Simmons Scholar
MOUNTAINSIDE – Cathy Cirrotti,
an eighth grade teacher at Deerfield
School in Mountainside, was one of 24
New Jersey educators selected to participate in a week-long professional
development institute entitled “The
Next Generation in Life Sciences Instruction.”
The New Jersey Model Curriculum
for Science was the foundation for
activities investigating how organisms’
cell structures enable them to live, ecosystems, heredity and biological evolution. The participants plan to incorporate the engaging, hands-on, life science activities that were the foundation
for the foundation of this summer experience.
Cathy also received an invitation to
attend a follow-up session at the New
Jersey Science Convention (NJSC) in
October 2014, where she will be recognized as an “NJSTA Simmons Scholar.”
This professional development opportunity was part of an ongoing initiative
of NJSTA and its Maitland P. Simmons
Memorial Award fund. NJSTA’s mission is to promote excellence and innovation in science teaching and learning
for all.

CLARK — Mother Seton Regional High School in Clark announced it will host a “50th Anniversary Gala Evening of Celebration and Recognition” on Thursday, September 18, at 6 p.m. at The
Gran Centurions, 440 Madison Hill
Road, Clark.
Six women with long-standing
bonds and over 200 years of combined service to the school will be
honored. Sister Regina Martin
Keane, principal from 1975 until
2014, will be honored posthumously.
The other honorees include Sister Jacquelyn Balasia, Sister Theo
Furniss, Joan Barron, Maureen
Serzan Connell, and Marge Egan.
The evening will feature an open
bar, continuous hors d’oeuvres,
pasta and carving stations, and dessert. A silent auction will follow the
festivities.

Alumnae, family, and friends are
invited to attend.
For more information, visit
www.MSRGala.org. To purchase
tickets, contact the school at (732)
382-1952
or
email
gala@motherseton.org.

UW-Madison
Announces Grads
MADISON, Wis. – Approximately
6,500 students received degrees during the University of WisconsinMadison’s May 17 commencement
ceremony.
Olivia Catherine Magnanini of
Westfield earned a Bachelor of Arts –
History, Spanish.

the graduating class of the Governor
Livingston High School. Ryan will
attend Lehigh University in the fall
studying mechanical engineering.
The Mountainside Rotary is proud
to support deserving students.
To become a Rotarian, visit
www.rotary.org. Members will enjoy a complimentary lunch paid for
by the club, at the Grillestone on
Route 22 East in Scotch Plains the
first Monday of each month or Famous Dave’s Restaurant in Mountainside on Route 22 East other
Monday’s (except legal holidays) from
12:15 – 1:15 p.m.

Holy Cross Announces
Dean’s List

NATIONAL FORUM…Westfield High School Principal Peter Renwick was
invited to attend the ECSA National Forum on Education Policy. Mr. Renwick,
left, is pictured with Brian Sandoval, the Chairman of ECS and Governor of the
State of Nevada.

Photo courtesy of Dana Richter

FINAL FIELD DAY…Franklin School students participated in a day of fun
athletic activities during the school’s annual Field Day. Pictured are fifth graders
in Julianne Doto’s class enjoying their final Field Day before moving up to middle
school. Pictured, clockwise from left, are: Kareena Ghandi, Casey Heintz, Brooke
Scheuermann, Jack Kiely, Matthew Storms, Dan Dulinski, Ryan Richter and
Aidan McLane.

WORCESTER, Mass. – Ryan P.
Elliot, a second year student at the
College of the Holy Cross has been
named to the Dean’s List for the
second semester of the 2013-14 academic year.
Ryan is majoring in economics and
mathematics.

Lafayette College
Announces Grads
EASTON, Pa. — The following
local residents have graduated from
Lafayette College. They were among
590 undergraduate students in the
Class of 2014 awarded degrees during the College’s 179th Commencement held May 24.
Erica Gennaro of Mountainside,
graduated magna cum laude and
earned a bachelor of science degree
in biology; Justin Butler of Westfield,
graduated and earned a bachelor of
arts degree in film and media studies/
English (double major) with honors
in film and media studies and Michael
Kelley of Westfield, graduated and
earned a bachelor of arts degree in
economics.

Lafayette College
Dean’s List
EASTON, Pa. — The following
Lafayette College students were
named to the Dean’s List for outstanding academic achievement during the spring 2014 semester. Each
student achieved at least a 3.60 semester grade point average on a 4.0
scale.
Morgan Miller of Cranford. Morgan is a graduate of Cranford High
School.
Christine Shanahan of Cranford.
Christine is a graduate of Mount St.
Mary Academy.
Megan Kaveney of Westfield.
Megan is a graduate of Westfield
High School.
Mia Spitz of Westfield. Mia is a
graduate of Westfield High School.
Erica Gennaro of Mountainside.
Erica is a graduate of Governor
Livingston Regional High School.

EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR…Joanne Ryan, standing, supervisor of the
Extended School Year Program in the Westfield Public Schools, meets with
pictured, left to right, Dianne Smith, school librarian and program paraprofessional; Mary Ann Morrison, teacher of the hearing impaired and Robin Ince,
registered nurse, to discuss the services the district is providing this summer to
help special needs students advance toward attaining their goals.

Westfield Summer Program
Strengthens Academic Skills
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Public School District’s Extended School
Year Program for pre-school through
high school students is coming to a
close. The five-week program is designed for targeted students with special needs. In addition to fulfilling a
state mandate intended for all public
schools, Westfield’s program focuses
on maintaining and strengthening students’ academic skills to prepare them
for the new school year by providing
special education and related services
during the summer.
According to Michael Weissman,
Assistant Superintendent of Pupil Personnel Services, “For the most part, our
own faculty and related service providers work with the children in the summer, resulting in consistency and efficiency all year round. The added benefit to the in-district program is that it
continues to save us hundreds of thousands of dollars, since we would otherwise be required to find out-of-district
facilities for these students.”
This summer the program enrolled
142 students. Twelve classrooms are
utilized at Washington Elementary
School for children in pre-school

through fifth grades. Westfield High
School is the location for four classes
of students in grades six or higher.
“Students were selected to the program based on an established regression-recoupment analysis which demonstrates that a student experiences
significant regression over breaks from
school,” explained Joanne Ryan, Supervisor of the Extended School Year.
“The maintenance of academic skills is
vital, as well as the social and therapeutic activities offered to our students.”
Related and supplemental services are
an integral part of the program that
helps students advance toward attaining their annual goals.
The program, which is in its twelvth
year in Westfield, runs Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. through
Tuesday,August 5. Specialists are available in speech, occupational therapy,
physical therapy, behavior/social skills,
along with special education teachers,
paraprofessionals, and a registered
school nurse.

Emory University
Announces Grads
Curry College
Announces Dean’s List
MILTON, Mass. — Curry College
is announced that Alexandra
Caggiano of Westfield has been
named to the Dean’s List for the
Spring 2014 semester.
To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must earn a 3.30 GPA, have no
incompletes, and have no grade lower
than a “C” for the semester. Full-time
students must carry 12 or more graded
credits for the semester.

ATLANTA, Ga. – The following
received a degree from Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, at its 169th
commencement ceremony.
Rebecca Berger of Westfield, received a Doctor of Medicine from the
School of Medicine and a Master of
Public Health from the Rollins School
of Public Health.
Suzanne Lemberg of Westfield,
received a Bachelor of Arts from
Emory College of Arts and Sciences.
Maxwell Schuster of Westfield,
received a Bachelor of Business Administration from the Goizueta Business School.
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SAGE Eldercare Announces
Change In Leadership
Ms. Sullivan attended New York
SUMMIT — Effective July 31,
SAGE Eldercare, a non-profit organi- University and received a Bachelor of
zation that has served older adults, their Science degree in Health Policy, Planfamilies and caregivers for 60 years, ning and Administration from the Stern
accepted the resignation of Executive School of Business. Upon graduation,
Director Jessica Rosenzweig Gruber, she worked for Morgan Stanley in the
Equity Department. She
who served the organizacontinued her career at
tion for nine years.
New York Presbyterian
The organization has
Hospital-Weill Cornell
named Angela Sullivan
Medical Center while
as interim executive diearning a Master of Pubrector. Ms. Sullivan, who
lic Administration in
has a background in
Healthcare Finance at
healthcare administraNew York University’s
tion, previously served
Wagner Graduate School
as a member of SAGE’s
of Public Service.
Board of Trustees and
During her career at the
will assume day-to-day
hospital, she worked in the
leadership of the agency.
Department of Medicine,
“Given her devotion to
Division of Cardiology and
SAGE’s mission, we
Angela Sullivan
Hypertension, and in the
know this was a difficult
decision for Jessica to resign so she Department of Pediatrics, Division of
could focus on her family. We wish Hematology/Oncology. As the Adminher well and celebrate her contribu- istrator for the Division of Pediatric
tions to the organization. Her enthusi- Hematology/Oncology, she managed
asm, leadership and energy will be the finances and operations of the
deeply missed,” stated SAGE division’s clinical practices and research
Eldercare Board President Carol King laboratories, and she assisted on deBarrow. “In the meantime, our board partmental level financial projects.
has created a transition committee to During her tenure with the hospital and
ensure a smooth transition for SAGE’s medical center she also was involved in
future as we go through the process of policy research and decisions.
Ms. Sullivan and her husband, Peselecting a permanent replacement.”
Besides naming an interim execu- ter, have raised their four children in
tive director, SAGE’s board has re- Short Hills for the past 18 years.
Located in Summit, SAGE
tained the philanthropic consulting
firm m3 Development to focus on Eldercare serves residents throughrecruiting a permanent replacement out Union, Essex, Morris and
and to work closely with the board to Somerset Counties. For more inforensure that there is a fluid transition mation, call (908) 273-5550 or visit
as the organization goes through the sageeldercare.org.
search process.

Westfield Area Y to Begin
Fall Program Registration
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y’s fall session program registration will begin at 6 p.m. on Thursday, August 14, for Gold and Silver
members and at 7:30 a.m. on Monday, August 18, for Program and nonmembers. The Fall 1 Session will run
from September 2 to October 25.
New classes for adults this fall include Body Barre, Cardio & Strength
Circuit, Cycle & Sculpt, Circuit, and
Kickbox Fit. Youth and teens can
enjoy new classes this fall such as
Advanced Basketball, Pillo Polo and
Pre-Season Basketball Clinics.
Special health groups this session
include Delay the Disease: Exercise
to Fight Parkinson’s Symptoms; Arthritis Exercise Program; Aquatics
for People with Disabilities; Project
Healthy Bones and Special Population Personal Training.
Active Adults can come together
and discuss current and classic literature, play bridge and even take a trip
to the Culinary Institute of America.
On Wednesday, October 15, the Y

will celebrate the Feast of San
Gennaro with an Italian Festival.
Additionally, the Y continues to
offer swim lessons and competitive
swim teams.
A wide selection of childcare options is available to accommodate the
needs of busy parents participating in
programs in Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood and Cranford.
The Westfield Area Y also offers a
variety of youth sports programs ranging from flag football, climbing and
soccer to Tae Kwon Do, t-ball and
fencing. Participants in the Y’s Flyers
Cross Country Track Club learn proper
distance running technique and building cardiovascular endurance through
interval training, games and drills.
For more information on any Y
programs or to receive a complete
Program Guide on all programs, services and events taking place at the
Westfield Area Y, call (908) 233-2700
or visit the Y online at
westfieldynj.org. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.

NEW TREE FOR CENTENNIAL...Union County Freeholder Sergio Granados,
second from right, visits Black Brook Park in Kenilworth earlier this summer to
help celebrate a nationwide 100-year milestone for Cooperative Extension service
programs. Mr. Granados joined members of the Union County Third Grade 4H Club, front row; Teen Council, back row; 4-H Agent Jim Nichnadowicz, left,
and Rutgers Extension Department Head Karen Ensle, right, who planted a new
flowering magnolia in the park to commemorate the occasion.

Master Tree Stewards Help
Connect Youth With Trees
COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders welcomes residents to join the Master
Tree Stewards, a volunteer group
dedicated to preserving Union
County’s natural heritage by reaching out to children and youths. The
upcoming schedule of classes to
become certified as a Master Tree
Steward is now available on the
county website at ucnj.org/rce. No
previous experience in tree care or
horticulture is required to join.
“Every year our Master Tree Stewards fan out across Union County to
help children learn about how trees
benefit our neighborhoods and the
environment,” said Union County
Freeholder Chairman Christopher
Hudak. “The program is a great way
to connect youngsters with local role
models for nature conservation.”
The Master Tree Stewards is a
program of the Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Union County,
supported in part by the Freeholder
Board. The Union County Extension is one of almost 3,000 countybased Cooperative Extension Service offices established nationwide
through the 1914 Smith-Lever Act.
The mission of the Cooperative
Extension System is to reach the public with science-based information
on nutrition and health, youth development, agriculture, horticulture and
animal husbandry as well as small
business and personal finance.
Earlier this summer, the Union
County Extension joined in a nationwide celebration of the 100th
anniversary of the Smith-Lever Act,
with a ceremonial tree planting at
Black Brook Park in Kenilworth.
“Union County is very proud to
continue the historic tradition of

Smith-Lever. The Extension system
enables residents to help strengthen
our communities, by learning from
the experts and passing their knowledge along to children, teens and
adults,” said Mr. Hudak.
The Cooperative Extension of
Union County is a program of the
New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station of Rutgers University,
supported by the Freeholder Board
with offices at the county’s Colleen
Fraser Building in Westfield.
For more information about joining the Master Tree Stewards, visit
ucnj.org/rce or contact 4-H Agent
Jim Nichnadowicz at the Extension offices by calling (908) 6549854 and pressing “3” or e-mailing jnichnadowicz@ucnj.org.

ECF Seeks Vendors
For Outdoor Market
FANWOOD — The Emmanuel
Cancer Foundation (ECF), which
serves children diagnosed with
cancer and their families, is looking for vendors, artists and crafters
for its outdoor Vendor Market on
Saturday, September 13.
Open to the public, this event
will take place from 9:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. on the south side of the
Fanwood Train Station on South
Avenue in Fanwood. The rain date
is Sunday, September 14.
Each vendor will have a 12-foot
by 10-foot space equal to 144
square feet or two parking spaces.
Vendors will be able to arrive and
set up at 8:30 a.m.
Admission to the Vendor Market
will be free for the public. Interested
persons are asked to call Barbara at
(908) 322-4323, extension no. 17.

Garwood Library to Host
‘Music Journalist’ Author

SMILE OF SUCCESS...Christine Haerie-Pyo, a graduate of the Class of 2011 at
Westfield High School, was among 27 college students who recently participated
in a 4000k run across America to benefit the Ulman Cancer Society. They started
on Father’s Day morning from San Francisco and finished running in Baltimore
on July 26.

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity. There are none who
can withstand your power. Show
me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).
Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.
Say this prayer on three consecutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.
L.R.

Attorney to Speak
About SSI Disability
AREA — The Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance will feature as
its guest speaker Agnes S. Wladyka,
an attorney in private practice, at its
monthly meeting on Wednesday,
August 27. Ms. Wladyka practices in
the areas of Veterans Administration
Claims and Social Security matters,
with about 90 percent of her practice
devoted to litigation. Her talk will be
entitled “Social Security Disability:
an Aid to Healing and not necessarily
needed forever.” Audience questions
will be welcome.
These educational meetings typically take place the last Wednesday of
every month at 7:45 p.m. at the facilities of the Morristown Unitarian Fellowship, located at 21 Normandy
Heights Road, about one block east of
the Morris Museum, in Morristown.
The public is invited to attend all meetings; a nominal donation is requested
from non-members, if possible.
In addition to the educational lecture series, peer group support sessions led by experienced facilitators
are held every Tuesday evening of
the month, also using the facilities of
the Morristown Unitarian Fellowship,
at 7:30 p.m. Family and friends are
always welcome. A Young Adults
Group for ages 18 to 30 also is held
on the first Tuesday of each month, at
7:30 p.m. For more information, visit
dbsanewjersey.org/morristownarea
or call (973) 994-1143.

GARWOOD — Maryanne
Christiano-Mistretta will visit the
Garwood Public Library on
Wednesday, August 27, at 7 p.m. to
present a reading from her book,
“On the Guest List: Adventures of a
Music Journalist.” A question-andanswer period will be followed by a
book signing of her memoir.
A review of the book at
amazon.com stated, “‘On the Guest
List: Adventures of a Music Journalist’ is a fun, upbeat memoir about
a girl who loves music and life in
general. Maryanne paints a vivid
picture of being a teenager in the
1970s and young woman in the
1980s — and how the punk, new
wave and rock scene was from a
young fan’s viewpoint. Life truly
comes together for Maryanne once
she creates a career for herself reporting on the music she loves,
writing for publications such as The
Aquarian Arts Weekly, music.com

and Punk magazine. Unlike other
music memoirs, there is no downward spiral into drugs and addiction, nor is it a groupie ‘tell all.’ ‘On
the Guest List’ is simply a compilation of mostly happy memories
straight from the pages of
Maryanne’s diaries — and of
course, her heart.” Registration is
required for this event.
The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue, behind
the Lincoln School complex. Hours
of business are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday, and 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fridays. The
library is closed on Saturdays during the summer until after Labor
Day. Registration for this program
may be done in person at the library, by calling (908) 789-1670,
or at the library’s interactive calendar page found on its website,
youseemore.com/garwood.

NAMI Chapter to Present
Family Education Program
AREA — The Union County Chapter of NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness) has announced that
its fall Family-to-Family Education
Program will meet on Wednesdays
beginning September 3 and continuing until November 19.
Classes will meet at St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church, located at 332
Madison Hill Road in Clark. Offered
free of charge, the course will take
place from 7 to 9:30 p.m. over a 12week period. All necessary materials
will be furnished at no cost.
This course will be offered specifically to the parents, siblings, spouses,
teenage and adult children, and significant others, of individuals with
severe and persistent mental illness. In
a confidential setting, loved ones will
learn how to understand and support
their ill relative while maintaining their
own well-being. The program is not
appropriate for individuals who, themselves, suffer from one of the major
mental disorders. NAMI members

who have completed intensive training will teach the course.
Curriculum topics will include
schizophrenia, bipolar disorder
(manic depression), clinical depression, panic disorder, obsessive-compulsive disorder and other such conditions; the clinical treatment of these
illnesses and how caregivers can learn
to cope more effectively.
Attendees will learn about the biology of the brain, new research, medications, skills needed to successfully
communicate with a relative and how
to deal with critical periods. Other
topics will include advocacy, fighting
stigma and problem-solving. Refreshments will be served.
Registration is required prior to the
beginning of the course. To register,
call (908) 233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com. If
responding by e-mail, include in the
subject line: F2F class. A Family-toFamily teacher will contact individuals with the details.

Westfield
Monday, July 28, an incident of
ATM fraud was reported involving
a bank on the 200 block of West
North Avenue. The victim stated
that an unknown suspect somehow
attained $300 from her account.
Monday, July 28, Cynthia C.
Crane, 49, of Westfield responded
to police headquarters to satisfy
two traffic warrants from Westfield,
with total bail of $110. She was
released after posting bail.
Monday, July 28, Joe Caldwell,
70, of Union was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) following an investigation on the 1700 block of Central
Avenue. He was held at police headquarters pending his sober release.
Friday, August 1, a resident of
the 600 block of Saint Marks Avenue reported that someone unknown damaged a front-yard light
fixture, valued at $400. There were
no suspects at the time of the report, authorities said.
Mountainside
Monday, July 28, police responded
to an area on Route 22 near Lawrence
Avenue on the report of damage to a
motor vehicle. According to police,
the victim stated he was driving on
Route 22 when a dump truck hit a
bump, causing stone to fly out of the
back of the truck, which struck his
vehicle, causing damage to the hood
and bumper. The dump truck did
have a trap over the material and the
victim was advised to file a property-damage report with police.
Tuesday, July 29, Jean M. Antoine,
39, of Newark was arrested on a
warrant out of Weehawken in the
amount of $145 after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.
Tuesday, July 29, Jocelyn L.
Ravago, 38, of Westfield was arrested for driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22 at Lawrence Avenue.
She was issued two summonses
and her vehicle was impounded,
police said.
Wednesday, July 30, Hoang K.
Nguyen, 32, of Springfield was
arrested for driving with a suspended license after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22. He was
processed and released at the scene.
Monday, August 4, police responded to a dispute at a gas station on Route 22. According to
police, a patron of the station stated
that he had asked for $40 worth of
gas but was given $52. The victim
stated he paid for the gas and was
told by the manager to “go to hell”
when he reported the incident. The
employee stated that he heard the
victim ask for $40 but said the
pump must have malfunctioned;
however, this is the seventh time
police have been called to the station for the same issue this year,
authorities reported.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, July 29, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported that
sometime overnight someone attempted to enter her motor vehicle
by damaging the lock on the door.
Tuesday, July 29, the manager
of a Route 22 gas station reported
that an unknown suspect had purchased gas and paid with a counterfeit $50 bill.
Tuesday, July 29, a resident of
Donsen Lane reported that someone had opened up a credit card in
his name without his authorization. According to police, no purchases were made.
Wednesday, July 30, Joel Borom,
24, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with lewdness. According
to police, in the early morning

Newcomers Car Wash
On Tap Saturday
MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Newcomers Club will
host a car wash this Saturday, August
9, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the
Mountainside Public Library, located
at One Constitution Plaza. All proceeds will benefit the library. The
cost will be $10 per car. The rain date
is Sunday, August 10. On the day of
the car wash only, the Newcomers
Club will offer $5 off of the $25
registration fee for the Town Wide
Garage Sale, which will be held on
Saturday, September 20, from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. For more details, call the
library at (908) 233-0115.

hours of July 5, the Scotch Plains
Police patrol division responded
to a Westfield Avenue convenience
store on a report of a male who
walked into the store and exposed
his genitalia to the female clerk
before leaving the store.
The clerk immediately contacted
police and a subsequent investigation revealed his identity, authorities reported. Borom was taken into
custody at his place of employment without incident. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released with a criminal complaint
for lewdness, which is a disorderly
person’s offense.
Wednesday, July 30, a resident
of Princeton Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone removed his iPhone, valued at approximately $300, from a bench
when he left it for a few minutes.
Thursday, July 31, Elissa
Bouchoux, 25, of Colonia was arrested and charged with possession of suspected marijuana after a
motor vehicle stop on Raritan
Road. She was transported to police headquarters, processed and
released.
Thursday, July 31, Ingrid Castle,
41, of Piscataway was arrested after a motor vehicle stop on East
Second Street on an outstanding
$1,189 warrant issued by the
Scotch Plains Court. She was transported to police headquarters, processed and released.
Thursday, July 31, a resident of
Rahway Road reported that someone had made approximately $600
in purchases on his credit card without his authorization.
Saturday, August 2, a resident of
Jackson Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone stole
her motor vehicle, which was
parked in her driveway.
Sunday, August 3, a resident of
Laurie Court reported that sometime overnight someone smashed
the glass on the driver’s-side window of her motor vehicle.
Garwood
Friday, July 18, Angel Castillo,
35, of North Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue. After
failing several field sobriety tests,
he was transported to police headquarters, where he was processed
and released with a court date.
Tuesday, July 22, Matthew
Misiuk, 25, of Kenilworth and Robert Collins, 31, of Clark were arrested and charged with disorderly
conduct after police received a report of a fight in progress at a bar
on North Avenue. Patrol units responded and determined that the
two suspects had engaged in a verbal dispute prior to police arrival,
authorities reported. They were
processed, charged and released
with a court date.
Saturday, July 26, Tyler
Sorrentino, 18, of Scotch Plains
was arrested and charged with underage consumption of alcohol after an officer observed a motor
vehicle turn onto North Avenue
from a gas station without its headlights on. Further investigation
found that the passenger had consumed alcoholic beverages while
being under the legal age to do so,
police said. He was processed and
released pending a court date.
Monday, July 28, David
Hilinsky, 53, of Cranford was arrested on charges of disorderly
conduct and hindering apprehension after an officer on routine
patrol observed Hilinsky riding his
bicycle on the sidewalk in front of
Pathmark holding what appeared
to be a beer contained in a brown
paper bag. The suspect, later identified as Hilinsky, ignored the
officer’s verbal commands to stop
and fled on foot, police reported.
He was transported to police headquarters, processed and released
pending a court date.
Tuesday, August 5, Kelly Zavala,
27, of Cranford was arrested and
charged with DWI and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS) under 50 grams after
a motor vehicle stop on the 100
block of North Avenue. She was
transported to police headquarters
for processing and released with a
court date.

Paul Lachenauer for The Leader and The Times

CLEANUP…Workers sort disposed items during the Union County household
hazardous materials collection event held Saturday morning at Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools in Scotch Plains.
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POPCORN
“Lucy”
Mind over Matter
3 and ½ popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

If through some time warp Albert
Einstein happened to be in the theater
where you were enjoying the thrills,
wit and wisdom of auteur Luc
Besson’s “Lucy,” chances are you’d
hear the physicist pause from his
popcorn munching and yell, “That’s
what I’m saying.” There is a grand
conceit in this finely directed amalgam of action and intelligence, exhilarating on both counts. You leave
the cinema thinking that finally you
understand the theory of relativity
and the very essence and meaning of
life. So, that’s good.
More heartening yet, in one scene,
after imbibing what is essentially a
modern equivalent of the forbidden
fruit Eve chomped back in the Garden of Eden, Lucy informs, “We never
truly die.” Hmm, this seems promising, too. She also pungently relates
that one and one aren’t two, but don’t
try that thought on your creditors.
Other provocative theories abound in
what is essentially a feature length
clearing house for a kaleidoscopic
array of hypotheses about our existence mixed in with a shoot-em-up
gangster/drug saga.
If Mr. Besson’s imaginative grand
tour of practically everything under
the sun had been produced in the late
1960s, odds are it would have
spawned a religion, maybe a cult, or
some such group that ate sprouts and
granola while spouting the film’s existentialism. But as we’ve pretty much
moved away from such faddish adulation, after a respectable amount of
mulling, coffee table discussion and
perhaps wishing we had matriculated
at M.I.T., the only thing we’re sure of
is that this is one heck of an entertaining movie.
Meet Lucy, the common woman
tossed into extraordinary circumstances, superbly imagined by
Scarlett Johansson. Studying in
Taipei, she’s fallen in with the wrong
kind of dude, a disingenuous, two-bit
drug runner who tricks the unsuspecting gal into making one of his
deliveries. Hoodwinked, she’s shanghaied and becomes a mule for Mr.
Jang, a Korean drug lord venomously played by Min-sik Choi. Gosh,
this looks inextricably bad.
However, as one of the film’s many
philosophical threads assures, knowledge is everything. In short, even
despicable Mr. Jang doesn’t know
what this new drug, CPH4, he plans
to unload on young folks throughout
the world is really capable of wreaking. Unfortunately or fortunately for
Lucy, depending on your point of
view, we’re about to get an education
into the substance’s properties. When
a bag of the chemical that’s sewed
into her tummy breaks, she becomes
the guinea pig-turned-explorer. Hold
on to your hat.
Lucy is soon getting smarter by the
second. CPH4, you see, derived from
the belly of women in their sixth
month of pregnancy, is the ultimate
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before August 27,
2014 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be
reached, for “ Rental of Equipment and
Operators for Snow Plowing” in accordance with the Specifications and Information to Bidders prepared by the Township. At that time and place, such bids will
be publicly opened and read aloud. No
bids shall be received other than at the
time and place herein designated for their
receipt, unless mailed to the Township
Clerk for receipt at the designated time
and place.
Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk upon payment of
$25 for each complete set of documents,
which sum is non-refundable. Written questions regarding the bid specifications may
be submitted to Bozena Lacina, Township
Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 no later than five (5)
days before the date set forth in the foregoing paragraph for receipt of bids.
A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten percent (10%) of
the bid, but in no case in excess of twenty
thousand dollars ($20,000), must be submitted with the bid guaranteeing that if a
contract is awarded, the bidder shall execute the contract. Because bidders will
be proposing an hourly rate as their respective bid, the Township has determined
that the bid bond under these circumstances should be in the amount of $5000.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other applicable statutes, laws or regulations.
Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue.
Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bidder, upon which shall be designated:
“Rental of Equipment and Operators
for Snow Plowing”
The Township reserves the right to reject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-13.2.
BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
Jerry Giaimis
Township Manager
Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk
1 T - 8/7/14, The Times
Fee: $58.14

teacher…the stuff by which all known
information is transferred. Synthesized to an astronomical potency by
evil scientists, we’ve no idea where
its powers might lead. But a careening roller-coaster with our title character at the controls is soon taking us
on a scintillating trip…a frightening,
enlightening and ultimately satisfying sojourn into the realms of human
possibility.
To put things in perspective and
eventually supply Lucy with a counselor/mentor, the story introduces
Morgan Freeman as Professor
Norman, M.D., Ph.D., who, in the
opening scene, addresses an august
body on the potentiality of the human
brain. Stating that we currently only
use 10 percent of our gray matter, he
proposes what our abilities might then
be at 20 percent, 30 percent, and so
forth. Lucy becomes unexpected
proof of his extrapolations.
I won’t spoil it by outlining just
what feats of strength and intellect
Lucy is soon capable of performing.
But to borrow a mode of comparison
from “Annie Get Your Gun,” whatever the superheroes can do, Lucy
can do as well…if not better.
Matters get rather complicated. Because words probably don’t yet exist
that might describe what heavy
changes Lucy is soon going through,
a stupendous display of special effects replete with no small amount of
psychedelia zooms us up and down
the theoretical time continuum. Such
is Lucy’s awesomely challenging
Wonderland.
Although there are some stated conclusions, matters are generally left
open to conjecture…a humanistic plot
stratagem that allows both creationists and evolutionists to form their
own postulations. It’s all part and
parcel of the film’s scientific
spiritualism…a devotion to our species that both discounts and celebrates
the very idea of us.
It is all achieved in an efficient 90
minutes. This includes oodles of murder and mayhem sure to please bloodthirsty folk who couldn’t care less
about cerebral content while simultaneously illustrating why it behooves
us to evolve from such proclivities.
Though director Besson deserves
kudos for balancing the right and left
brain elements of the story with notable aplomb, I’d be hard put to think
of an actress who could have mixed
the crime yin with the sci-fi yang
better than Miss Johansson does. Her
award-worthy performance sees to it
that “Lucy” improves our minds.
…
“Lucy,” rated R, is a Universal Pictures release directed by Luc Besson
and stars Scarlett Johansson, Morgan
Freeman and Min-sik Choi. Running
time: 90 minutes

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before August 27,
2014 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be
reached, for “Rental of Equipment for
Leaf and Branch Pick Up” in accordance
with the Specifications and Information to
Bidders prepared by the Township. At that
time and place, such bids will be publicly
opened and read aloud. No bids shall be
received other than at the time and place
herein designated for their receipt, unless
mailed to the Township Clerk for receipt at
the designated time and place.
Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk upon payment of
$25 for each complete set of documents,
which sum is non-refundable. Written questions regarding the bid specifications may
be submitted to Bozena Lacina, Township
Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 no later than five (5)
days before the date set forth in the foregoing paragraph for receipt of bids.
A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten percent (10%) of
the bid, but in no case in excess of twenty
thousand dollars ($20,000), must be submitted with the bid guaranteeing that if a
contract is awarded, the bidder shall execute the contract. Because bidders will
be proposing an hourly rate as their respective bid, the Township has determined
that the bid bond under these circumstances should be in the amount of $5000.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other applicable statutes, laws or regulations.
Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue.
Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bidder, upon which shall be designated:
“Rental of Equipment for Leaf and
Branch Pick Up”
The Township reserves the right to reject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-13.2.
BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
Jerry Giaimis
Township Manager
Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk
1 T - 8/7/14, The Times
Fee: $57.63
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WF Teachers Hone Tech
Skills Over Summer
WESTFIELD — Westfield Public
School teachers may have closed their
classroom doors in June, but 65 of
them voluntarily returned as students
themselves in instructional technology workshops this summer. The
teachers focused on honing their skills
under the expert guidance of
Westfield’s Master Technology teachers Jeanine Gottko and Adam Pizzi.
“I took two of Jeanine Gottko’s
Tech Professional Development
workshops this summer, one in June,
and one in July, and was really glad
that I did,” stated Carole Stavitski,
school nurse/health educator at
Westfield High School, a participant
in the ‘Guide to Getting the Most out
of Your iPad’ workshop led by Ms.
Gottko.
“The workshop was chock-full of
ideas for apps for classroom use for
enrichment, or projects, or research,”
continued Ms. Stavitski. “I also attended ‘Social Media for Professional

Development,’ which focused on
Twitter, Pinterest, and Google Plus. I
loved this workshop! Today everyone is making connections within the
educational field via Twitter. It was
interesting to learn the implications
for education.”
Courses taught by Ms. Gottko and
Mr. Pizzi also included Classroom
Collaborative Tools K-12; Google
Apps for Beginners: Docs, Forms
and Presentations; Elementary Online
Curriculum Resources; Digital
Storytelling K-12, which explored
the latest platforms to utilize in student produced videos; and Flipping
your K-12 Classroom, which utilizes
technology to enhance student learning inside and outside the classroom.
Mr. Pizzi and Ms. Gottko continue
to offer Professional Development
courses during the school year after
dismissal, as well as to provide assistance to teachers with projects in the
classroom.

LOCAL ARTIST...The Essex Water Color Club announced its monthly meeting
will feature a demonstration by New Jersey artist, Paul W. McCormack on
Sunday, September 14.

Essex Water Color Club
Hosts Paul McCormack
SOCIAL BRAWL…Katy Cockrell of Scotch Plains, as Aunt Eller, stops the box
social brawl in New Jersey Youth Theatre’s summer production of Oklahoma!
Morgan Mack from Matawan and Jacqueline Daaleman from Westfield assist
Niamh O’Donovan from Cranford as she recovers from a swoon. For more
information on NJYT visit www.njyouththeatre.org.

Hudson Shakespeare Co.’s
Pericles, Prince of Tyre
KENILWORTH - A wandering king
looking for love and family, a jousting
tournament for a princess’ hand, Greek
dances, bold assassins, goofy pirates,
and a visit to a down on its luck brothel
with a dash of divine intervention punctuate Hudson Shakespeare Company’s
production of Pericles, Prince of Tyre,
by William Shakespeare and George
Wilkens.
The final installment in its 23rd
season of Traveling Shakespeare in
the Parks program, directed by Noelle
Fair, will be performed at the
Kenilworth Public Library on Thursday, August 14, at 7:30 p.m. The library is located at 548 Boulevard,
Kenilworth.
The production is the final installment of the 11th annual “Bard on the
Boulevard” series at Kenilworth Library.
Shakespeare’s great adventure story
is about the King of Tyre who travels
to exotic lands in search of a bride and
the unexpected turns of fate which
steers his life in remarkable ways.
Pericles is full of exotic locales and
provides a visual feast for the audience as we sail from coast to coast
meeting an eclectic cast of characters.
Pericles is full of murder plots, jousting knights, belly dancing, magic, love,
loss, hope – and – most of all – pirates!
According to director, Noelle Fair,
this quote from the show perfectly
encapsulates her vision take on the
show: “And what ensues in this fell
storm, Shall for itself perform. I will
relate, action may conveniently the
rest convey; Which might not what by
me is told. In your imagination hold...”
(Gower, Act 2, v)”
Ms. Fair adds, “One could choose
to let these speeches serve as they are,
but we thought it would be more fun to
tell you, and show you, said Noelle
Fair, the director of the production.
“We’re using music and physical
storytelling to help the audience along

the way. We create shipwrecks and
other magical feats by using simple
elements like wooden dowels, pretty
umbrellas, blue scraps of fabric and
variety of international music. I’m
hoping to deepen certain character
moments, elaborate on other points
within the story, and to also display
the depth of these events and show
how integral they are to the pay off at
the end.”

LIVINGSTON — The Essex Water Color Club, now in the 83rd year
of continuous activity in the watercolor painting community, announced its monthly meeting will
feature a demonstration by New Jersey artist, Paul W. McCormack. The
meeting will be held on Sunday, September 14, from 2-4 p.m. at the
Livingston Senior Community Center, 204 Hillside Avenue, Livingston.
The demonstration is open to the
public and is free to members and $5
for non-members and guests. Refreshments will be served. For further information, contact John Wolff, (973)
994-1597 or visit www.ewcclub.com
Paul W. McCormack was born in
Rahway and received his formal art
training at DuCret School of the Arts
where he later became a faculty member. Displaying equal skill and depth
with his works in both oils and watercolors, he has exhibited widely with

Travel: Off to Europe
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

is up to Zurich followed by four
days in Milan. From there, he will
head to Ljubljana, the capital of
Slovenia, and then on to the Bulgarian capital of Sofia. As long as
there are no security concerns, my
son will take a train to the Turkish
town of Cerkezkoy and then board
a bus for the three-hour ride to
Istanbul.
From there, he will head up to
Romania and spend some time with
family friends who live in
Transylvania. Then it is on to
Budapest, Vienna, Prague and Berlin before a stop in Bonn, Germany,
birthplace of my son’s favorite composer, Beethoven. Then he will head
to Belgium before backtracking to
Strasbourg and Paris. From there,
he plans to trek up through
Amsterdam and Copenhagen. Then
he will catch a train to the northern
tip of Denmark from which he will
take a 24-hour boat ride at the end
of October to the Faroe Islands, a
small archipelago situated midway
between Iceland and Norway. After
a week there, he will find his way
back to London, where a plane ticket
awaits him for a mid-November
flight back to the U.S.A.
What’s the appeal of traveling?

For my son, I am betting it is a
combination of exploration, education, intellectual stimulation and
experiencing cultures far different
than —and in some cases, far superior to —suburban New Jersey and
the U.S. Over there, people converse rather than engross themselves in their smart phones. They
eat meals at a leisurely pace. They
actually take vacation time, and
enjoy it. Their drivers are as awful
if not worse than ours, but their
day-to-day lives do not seem as
stressful as ours. No wonder so
many European countries score at
the top in polls measuring the happiness of their citizens.
I kept teasing my son that I would
be happy to accompany him on his
grand tour of Europe but I knew
that after years of traveling together,
it was time for him to go off on his
own. Hopefully, he picked up a few
tips along the way that will help
him deal with any mix-ups, foulups, cancellations and other problems along the way. I am already
counting down the days until his
November return but after years of
being the most well-traveled member of the family, I am happy to pass
the torch to the next generation.

various establishments; these include
the National Arts Club (NYC), the
Salmagundi Club (NYC), the American Watercolor Society, the Montclair
Arts Museum (N.J.), the Noyes Museum (N.J.) and the Butler Institute
of American Art (Ohio). Mr.
McCormack is also an elected member of the Allied Artists of America,
the New Jersey Watercolor Society
and the Hudson Valley Art Association.
Mr. McCormack’s 30 years of experience in painting portraits has
earned him national recognition as a
fine artist. His heartfelt dedication to
his art has earned him representation
among some of the top portrait artists
in the world at “Portraits Inc.” in New
York City. Paul is also the current
President of ACOPAL, America
China Oil Painting Artists League.
Throughout the years he has been the
recipient of many awards, and his
paintings and articles on portraiture
have been published in some of
America’s leading art magazines and
books; most recently being given the
Silver Medal Award by the Oil Painters of America.
Mr. McCormack currently resides
in Beacon, N.Y. where he teaches
watercolor and oil portraiture. For
more
information
visit
www.mccormackstudios.com.

Deutscher Club to
Host Sommerfest
CLARK – The Deutscher Club
of Clark will host Sommerfest on
Sunday, August 10, from noon to 6
p.m. The Deutscher Club is located
at 787 Featherbed Lane, Clark, Exit
135 off the Garden State Parkway.
Admission will be $5 per person, and free for children under 12.
The event is open to the public and
will be held rain or shine under a
large covered pavilion.
Music will be provided by
Bernie’s Orchestra. German and
American food and beverages will
be available. No outside food or
beverages will be permitted.
No skates, skateboards, scooters, bicycles or glass containers are
allowed. No pets are allowed at any
time. For more information, call
(732) 574-8600 or visit
deutscherclub.us.
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Marching Off To Europe —
Hopefully Prepared
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Summer Travel Series

We dropped our son off at Newark Liberty Airport last Saturday.
Six weeks after getting his high
school diploma, he flew to Lisbon—
his first stop on a three-and-a-half
month trek through Europe that will
take him to at least 22 cities in 17
countries.
When he first proposed this idea
during his freshman year in high
school, I gave the OK as long as he
came up with a plausible and specific itinerary and also earned some
of his own money to finance part of
the journey. In the meantime, he
and I traveled. We got the bizarro
world of Disney out of the way
early, when my son was seven. And
thankfully, he did not find the Magic
Kingdom all that magical so there
were no photos with Mickey or
Goofy. Instead, we mostly hung out
at our kid-themed resort and at
Disney’s fake beach and wave pool.
It is usually parents who take
their kids to interesting places and
open their eyes to the world. For
me, it was the reverse: my son took
me to places I never would have
imagined seeing. One year, we
ended up in the Dominican Republic, where, en route to our fancy
walled-off beach resort, we drove
through some of the most depressing poverty he had ever seen—a far
cry from comfortable and bubbled
Westfield—and I could see in his
face an appreciation for what he
had
at
home
and
an
acknowledgement of what too much
of the rest of the world endures
daily.
A few years ago, the two of us
went to Arizona and did some hiking in the mountains. At one point,
we were alone near the top of the
highest point and I told him to go it
alone for the final 50 feet to the
summit. From below, I snapped a
picture of him sitting alone at the
top of the mountain as he looked
out over Phoenix and the surrounding area — a 14-year-old who was
higher than anyone else for miles
and miles.
Later that year, we visited Italy

during a whirlwind 72-hour trip that
took us to Rome and Florence, during which we saw the Colosseum,
the Vatican, Michelangelo’s statue
of David and a very pretty Tuscany
sunset.
Scotland had never been on my
travel radar but in 2012, my son
chose it — and our first day took us
from Newark Airport to Edinburgh
to the northern English countryside
where we hiked Hadrian’s Wall, the
remnants of a 2,000-year-old fortification marking the northernmost
border of the Roman Empire. Then
we caught two trains that took us
back to Edinburgh where we collapsed at our hotel after a 40-hour
sleepless adventure involving two
continents, three countries and
3,500 miles worth of plane and train
travel.
The following day, we headed up
to Inverness, in northern Scotland,
for some hiking in the mountains
30 miles out of town. We ended up
stranded when our taxi cab failed to
show up as promised. So, with darkness setting in, we walked a few
miles to a village comprised of several small buildings—and a pub, of
course, where the locals cheerfully
pointed us to the last bus of the day
headed back to Inverness, which
we caught with barely a minute to
spare.
Last summer was our magical
visit to Iceland, with its glaciers,
stunning waterfalls, black sand
beaches, hot water springs, hikes in
the mountains and sunsets at 3 in
the morning.
Amidst our travels together, my
son also explored on his own. When
he was 11 years old, he flew solo to
Paris where he met up with cousins
and spent 10 days in the French
countryside. Two years later, he flew
over to spend three weeks in small
French villages. It was on that 2010
trip that he first got the idea for a
post-high school journey throughout the Continent.
Early this year, I wondered how
much actual trip planning he had
been doing; as it turned out, he had
done quite a bit. Thanks to his incessant research and talking with

others who had backpacked through
Europe, he found the most useful
Eurorail train pass and bought the
most highly-recommended backpack for a European excursion and
a few pairs of the most comfortable
shoes to wear. My son — unlike
dear old dad — did not overpack
for the trip; his fully-stocked backpack weighed a mere 17 pounds at
the airport last week. Nor was he
clueless about where the best and
most affordable hostels were located, what there is to see in each
country and how he could best get
to them, places to eat and neighborhoods to avoid. He also knew of the
90-day limit on tourist visits to EU
countries, something I had never
heard of.
In June, he presented me with his
ambitious itinerary, starting with
his August 3 arrival in Lisbon. From
there, he heads eastward, first to
Madrid and then on to Nice. Then it
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Lulu

Lost Dog
WESTFIELD – Lulu, a 1-year old
mini goldendoodle has been missing
for over a week. She was last seen on
Embree Crescent in Westfield on July
31 at 6 p.m. Lulu weighs 14 pounds
and is spayed with tags and a microchip.
She had on a red harness and a
white bandana around her neck. A
reward is being offered for her return.
Contact ginaanp@gmail.com.

Continuo Arts Foundation

Continuo Arts Foundation Hosts
Open Auditions for Singers
Members selected for the Continuo Symphonic Chorus will take part in the U.S. premiere of
The Hunchback of Notre Dame at Paper Mill Playhouse
MILLBURN — Continuo Arts
Foundation, (Candace Wicke, President and Executive Director) New
Jersey’s most comprehensive
intergenerational choral program
and Paper Mill Playhouse, (Mark S.
Hoebee-Producing Artistic Director, Todd Schmidt-Managing Director) one of the country’s premier
not-for-profit theaters, will partner
for Paper Mill Playhouse’s production of The Hunchback of Notre
Dame.
Selected members of Continuo
Arts Symphonic Chorus will be featured as the on-stage choir in the
musical’s United States premiere
from March 4 – April 5, 2015 at the
Millburn Theater. Individuals interested in being considered for the
Continuo Arts Symphonic Chorus
can schedule an audition by calling
Continuo Arts Foundation at (908)
264–5324.
Paper Mill Playhouse will once
again partner with Disney Theatrical Productions with which it has
previously partnered on Newsies
and High School Musical, to present
the U.S. premiere of The Hunchback of Notre Dame, inspired by
the classic Victor Hugo novel and
created for the stage by two masters
of stage and screen, composer Alan
Menken (The Little Mermaid, Beauty
and the Beast, Newsies, Pocahontas)
and lyricist Stephen Schwartz
(Wicked, Godspell, Pippin).
An intimate retelling of the fa-

mous love story scripted by Peter
Parnell, The Hunchback of Notre
Dame is produced in association
with La Jolla Playhouse (Christopher Ashley, Artistic Director/
Michael Rosenberg, Managing Director).
“After an extensive search of
choirs throughout the tri-state area,
we are thrilled that Paper Mill Playhouse and The Hunchback of Notre
Dame music team have selected the
Continuo Arts Foundation,” commented Mark S. Hoebee, Producing Artistic Director at Paper Mill
Playhouse. “It is always a thrill to
partner with neighboring not-forprofit arts organizations that share
a similar mission to Paper Mill Playhouse.”
“Our collaboration with The Paper Mill Playhouse and Disney will
offer Continuo Arts Members a
unique and once in a lifetime opportunity,” said Candace Wicke,
President and Executive Director
of Continuo Arts. “Continuo is honored to have been selected to be a
part of the US Premiere musical at
one of our nation’s leading regional
theaters.”
In addition to the collaboration
with Paper Mill Playhouse, singers
from Continuo Arts will also partner with the Cresent Choral Society
and the Plainfield Symphony for
the world premiere of renowned
Italian Composer Marco Frisina’s
Sinfonia Mysterium Paschale in

October and with Hometowne TV
and Central Presbyterian Church
for “The Wisdom of Broadway”
live broadcast in November.
The Continuo Arts Foundation
offers choral programs for children,
intermediate and advanced girls, advanced boys, adults, seniors, and a
professional ensemble. Auditions
for the many vocal ensembles of
Continuo Arts Foundation will be
scheduled throughout the day on
Wednesday and Thursday, August
13 and 14.
For the audition, prepare 32 bars
of an a capella selection that best
highlight the singer’s vocal range
and versatility. All auditions will be
held at Historic Twin Maples, 216
Springfield Ave, Summit.
Individuals interested in being
considered for the Continuo Arts
Choruses can schedule an audition
by calling Continuo Arts Foundation at (908) 264–5324. Singers will
be called or e-mailed if they are
selected for a callback. The Continuo Arts Choruses will begin rehearsals on Tuesday, September 2.
Rehearsals for The Hunchback of
Notre Dame will take place as scheduled and continue through the beginning of March 2015.
A 501 (c) 3 charitable organization, more information can be found
at www.continuoarts.com.

www.goleader.com

Open House Sunday, 8/10 from 1-4
538 Prospect Street, Westfield • $999,000

Ages 4 thru adult
Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Hip Hop • Lyrical• Pointe • Modern
Junior & Senior Company 2000

Register for our 25th Season
(908) 322-9696

Location, Location, Location
Welcome home to this unique Arts and Crafts style home featuring 4 bedrooms and 2.2 baths. This
charming picturesque home features a lovely entry foyer, a living room with gorgeous stone gas
fireplace, a formal dining room and a sunny, eat in kitchen overlooking a two-tiered deck and generous sized yard. This home is conveniently located near everything (schools, NYC transportation
& Westfield's award-winning downtown!) A must see!

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate
Cell: 908-279-4441
Direct: 908-233-5555 x113
Email: Jeanmarie.Morgan@CBmoves.com
Westfield East Office: 209 Central Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
(908) 233-5555
©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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POLINITZA 3-FOR-3, 2 RUNS SCORED, 2 RBI; McDEDE DBL, 1B, 2 RBI; MURRAY 2 HITS, 3 RUNS, RBI

Rosie’s Wine Bar ‘Flags’ AJ Jersey in UC Softball, 13-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No whining for Rosie’s Wine Bar
this time as they put together a
top-shelf performance to slam
the door on AJ Jersey with a 133 jolting in Union County 50+
Softball League action at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains
on July 31.
After a decent beginning very
early in the season, the representatives of Rosie’s Wine Bar of
Garwood found themselves on
the bottom end of several tight

Ballyhoo

decisions. But not this time as
Rosie’s blended 14 hits well with
four free passes.
Veteran Rich Polinitza led
Rosie’s charge with three singles,
two RBI and two runs scored in
his three at-bats. Keith McDede
came through with a double, an
RBI single and an RBI groundout.
The crafty Tom Murray served up
a pair of singles, walked once,
had an RBI and scored all three
times. Pitcher Mike Garcia singled
in his first at-bat then walked in
the next two and finished with
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

two runs scored. Steve Falco hit singles. Greg Hopson, Paul smashing single. Mark Marotta
rapped an RBI single, walked Sherman, Mike Scacifero and Pat tapped the ball to somebody in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
and scored twice. Steve Tansey Keenoy each contributed a
reached base safely all three
times, which included a pair of
singles and an RBI. Frank Scarfuto
had a pair of RBI.
AJ Jersey had several members on its roster from the now
defunct Westfield Softball League
and the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Association, both modified
pitch leagues. Jeff Hoffman
topped the charts for the Jersey
Boys’ 15-hit parade with three
hot singles and an RBI in four atbats. John Robertson, Jordan
Scher and Howie Greco each
scored once and had two solid
hits. Dave Rizzo also had a pair of

l'ennemi du journaliste
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all four of his at-bats.
Although some limited flexibility may have played a role in
some cases, there was no lack of
defensive brilliance. Rosie’s
shortstop Joe Hrubash made several fine defensive plays and initiated six putouts. Steve Falco
made three key putouts at third
base. Centerfielder Rich Conklin
made a diving catch in the first

inning, and third baseman Bill
Moore ended the game with a
slick snag of a liner off the bat of
Scacifero in the seventh.
AJ Jersey third baseman Rizzo
absorbed a steaming liner in the
third inning. Scacifero hustled to
haul in a difficult fly ball in
centerfield. Keenoy made a pair
of unassisted scoops for putouts
at first base. Scher’s quick re-

Ballyhoo

flexes awarded him with a fine
catch on the mound, and shortstop Hobson’s alertness allowed
him to snag a deflection off the
pitcher and toss to second for a
putout.
Garcia’s back-spinning pitches
kept AJ Jersey off-balance most
of the game, with the exception
of the fifth inning when they
scored their first two runs with a
five-hit outbreak, beginning with
Hobson’s single up the middle.
Sherman drilled a hot shot off
the shortstop. Greco singled and
Robertson reached on a force
out. Both scored on Hoffman’s
RBI single that was also followed
by a throwing error.
Rosie’s scored twice in the bottom of the first inning. Hrubash
bashed a leadoff single to left
and Garcia sliced a single over
first. Polinitza chopped an RBI
single past first and McDede did
a good deed with an RBI
groundout to short.
Two more of Rosie’s Wine men
scuffed the plate in the second.
Falco and Murray drew free
passes. Falco scored when
Tansey’s grounder was butch-

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

ered then Scarfuto sizzled an RBI
groundout to short.
The deciding inning, however,
was the third when Rosie’s Wine
Bar served up the “Special of the
Day”, a six-run roasting of the
Jersey Boys. McDede, Paul Newton, Falco, Murray and Tansey
garnished the roast with RBI
singles to make the score, 10-0.
In the bottom of the fifth, Garcia
walked and scored on Polinitza’s

single over first. McDede doubled,
but the relay sailed out of play,
allowing Polinitza’s courtesy runner to score. AJ Jersey answered
with its final run in the sixth when
Scher scored on an error. Rosie’s
matched that run in the bottom
of the inning when Murray singled
and scored on Scarfuto’s
groundout to short.
AJ Jersey
Rosie’s

000 021 0
226 021 x
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Netherwood Clips Diva’s, 14-12, in Game 2 of Scotch Plains Softball League Playoffs
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More on next page

Autoland Revs Up in Middle Innings Then Holds off Vickie’s, 19-17, in 10 Innings
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Autoland Revs Up in Middle Innings Then Holds off Vickie’s, 19-17, in 10 Innings

Ballyhoo
Mayor Kalnins Discusses Flood
Project, Birchwood, Road Repairs
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Cranford, Garwood Cands.
Seeking School Bd. Seats
members.
“I am a parent and member of
CRANFORD — Six Cranford resi- the community, and I have a
dents are seeking three seats on core belief that giving back to
the board of education in this your community, whether it is
November’s election while four the schools, church or town, is
incumbents are running for the imperative,” said Ms. Boyle, who
Garwood school board.
has lived in Cranford for 19 years
A retired lawyer who is now a and works as a health insurance
teacher, Michael Caulfield has broker.
served on the board
Ms. Boyle emphasince 2003. Now vicesized the focus on
president of the
personalized learnboard, he has been a
ing as a long-range
part of the Policy and
endeavor that will
Curriculum commitcustomize students’
tees.
education to fit their
“What’s motivating
strengths and weakme to want to connesses. She believes
tinue waving a flag
the district has esfor any particular istablished effective
sue is I want to conprograms even with
tinue to participate
funding concerns.
and contribute as a
“I think even if
citizen of Cranford
we’re doing well, we
and participate in
need to keep it up
public education enJoAnn Boyle —
because there are
deavors,” said Mr.
Cranford
always new chalCaulfield, who has
lenges thrown at
lived in Cranford since 1988.
you,” she said. “What I’ve learned
Although he has several areas in the business world is that you
of interest, he said that special have to have the right leadership
education is one of his main fo- to lead people through that.”
cuses since he is currently a speIn addition to receiving high
cial-education teacher in rankings, she is proud that the
Irvington.
school district has expanded per“Overall, my guiding principles forming-arts opportunities for
are to make sure residents of students.
Cranford and their children are
Trevor Shaw has spent 20 years
all served in the school system working in education and said he
and getting the very best pro- believes those experiences bring
vided to them,” he said.
different views to the board. ServMr. Caulfield also wants to con- ing for the past three years, he is
tinue tracking each student’s a former English teacher who is
progress and ensuring that all currently the director of technolstudents — regardless of their ogy at Dwight-Englewood School
academic achievement — receive in Bergen County.
equal attention.
“I feel like I still have a lot to
Serving on the board for the contribute,” Mr. Shaw said. “I
past nine years, JoAnn Boyle de- think the biggest thing I bring is
scribed education as a “shared the ability to challenge longresponsibility” that must involve standing ideas.”
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
both parents and community
By LISA HAGEN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford Mayor
Andis Kalnins discussed issues
ranging the Rahway River flood
control project, and the Union
County College (UCC) athletic
facility to the Riverfront and
Birchwood development projects
during and a recent interview
with The Westfield Leader.
“Flooding has always been an
issue in Cranford, (so) we are
definitely looking to see what we
can do to resolve that,” the mayor
said. “One of the ways is to fight
some of this overdevelopment
that is going on in our area and
particularly also upstream.”
He said Cranford has been working through the Mayors’ Council
on Rahway River Watershed Flood
Control to get other towns to
pass ordinances to put
stormwater management plans
in place that contain “more
stricter controls.”
He said the township “continues to fight” for federal and state
funding for the Army Corps of
Engineers’ feasibility study of
flood abatement projects under
consideration. A total of $1.2
million is needed to finish the
study, officials have said. The
township is looking to get the
funding within three years.

“We are trying to get it as quickly
as possible while it is fresh on
people’s minds to keep the momentum going,” he said.
The state Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
and the Army Corps have endorsed Alternative No. 4, which
involves channel improvements
with modifications to outlet pipes
in the Orange Reservoir, and Alternative No. 7A, which involves
raising homes in Cranford.
“Both the federal government
and the state have said they are
committed to getting us the
money (for the story). We just

Probitas Verus Honos

have to make sure that happens,” the mayor said.
He said the next step would be
to have Congress fund the
project. In that regard, the
Rahway Mayors Council has hired
a lobbyist in Washington, D.C.
“to keep this on the front burners.”
“They (Rahway Mayors Council) have limited funds and
Cranford has agreed to continue
that (funding lobbyist) until at
least the rest of this year once
they run out of money,” Mayor
Kalnins said.
When asked about the status of
the proposed 360-apartment development at 215-235 Birchwood
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Reading is Good For You

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
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NIGHT OUT…The Cranford Police Department held its National Night Out
event Tuesday night at Patrolman Robert F. Hand Plaza. Police and emergency
vehicles, including a marked police patrol car, a zodiac jet-powered rescue boat,
a police motorcycle, emergency services unit utility vehicles and equipment from
the Union County Office of Emergency Management were on display.
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Mayor Kalnins Discusses Flood Projects, Birchwood
Avenue, 60 of which would be
“affordable” housing units, the
mayor said he assumes a court
date on the township’s appeal “is
still months away.” Cranford Development Associates (CDA) had
sued the township via a Builder’s
Remedy Lawsuit, and in December of 2011, Judge Lisa Chrystal
decided in favor of the developer. Cranford is appealing the
court ruling as well as permits
issued to CDA by the DEP.
“We think we have some really
good issues (in the township’s
appeal of the Birchwood development) as opposed to some of
the other development that is
occurring downtown,” he said,
citing the Riverfront development on South Avenue across
from the train station and 555
South Avenue, located within a
half-mile of the train station.
“You know that’s where development belongs — in the downtown, where people can walk to
the train, walk to the restaurants, walk to the stores.
Birchwood doesn’t make sense
to put four stories, 360 units in
the middle of a single-family,
residential neighborhood secondary, tertiary streets (with)
no real stores.”
The mayor said the Birchwood
development would result in its
residents having to take their
cars to go into town, thus utilizing what he called “ill equipped”
streets “and on top of that it is in
a flood zone.”
“You couldn’t have picked a
worse spot,” he said.
Speaking of the Riverfront development, he said the
township’s new engineer, Maser
Consulting of Red Bank, is looking at plans associated with the
development, following recent
flooding there after heavy rain
deluged the area in June.
“That area has always been a
chronic flooding issue. So they
are going back, making sure the
development was built to the

specs and, assuming it is, come
with some recommendations on
how we can improve on that
situation as well as several other
locations where we’ve had much
more severe chronic flooding,”
he said, citing Cranford’s intense
thunderstorms that have occurred over the past few months.
The township has asked Maser
and the Department of Public
Works to see if the flooding is
because of a maintenance issue
such as clogged storm sewers or
if it is caused by design issues,
which would require “a longerterm fix.”
Also, PSE&G will elevate its
equipment at its South Avenue
substation above flood levels
that resulted during Hurricane
Irene in 2011, a storm that
caused severe flooding in Cranford. The mayor said he also
hopes that some of the
substation’s infrastructure will
be upgraded.
The township has allocated $4
million in its capital budget this
year to focus on deteriorating
roads in the township that have
not been worked on in a number
of years. He said the money will
be used for both resurfacing as
well as drainage improvements.
Mayor Kalnins said road improvement projects approved over the
past few years are being worked
on this summer, with the 2014
roads projects expected to begin in September.
Speaking on the UCC athletic
complex, he said Cranford “fully
supports” the college in its efforts to build the athletic complex for its soccer, lacrosse and
track programs at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark after the college opted
not construct the complex at its
Cranford campus following heavy
opposition from the township and
neighbors. He said details of
UCC’s plans at Oak Ridge still
have to be worked out.
“I have not heard anything that
would lead me to believe that
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CR, GW Seeks BOE Candidates

they (UCC) are coming back to
Cranford,” he said.
The mayor said Cranford has
settled contracts with all six of its
employee unions, which include
police, firefighters, public works
and white- collar unions. He said
all the contracts were settled
within the state’s 2-percent cap
on salary increases.
“I think it was fair. We made
some headway on some of the
insurance issues,” he said. He
said the township was able get
some concessions on the cashing in of sick days and duplicative
coverage.
He said he hopes with a new
chief financial officer in place that
Cranford can begin to do some
longer-term financial and debt
planning, “where we can look
ahead and continue some of these
capital programs so that this (the
2014 $4-million capital budget)
is not a one-time shot that we
spend [a lot of] money and fix
the streets and don’t do anything
for 10 years and end up in a
worse spot than we are today.”
Mayor Kalnins said the goal is
to “maintain a decent capital program without driving taxes up.”
On Cranford’s downtown, he
noted that the township’s vacancy rate “remains extremely
low” at below 3 percent, noting
that storefronts at the Riverfront
have been leased including to a
new Italian grocery store,
Starbucks and Subway, which
moved from North Avenue.

Mr. Shaw said board members
and residents should question and
challenge issues including unfunded mandates, the operation
of public schools and the role of
standardized tests.
“We have different challenges
and the solutions are not always
the same,” he said. “I would like
to see us communicate a little
better as a district with parents
and families.”
Mr. Shaw has lived in Cranford
since 2001 with his wife and two
children, who are both in the
school system.
Lisa Carbone, Daniel DeMarco
and Jacqueline Carr are also seeking seats on the Cranford board.
Serving on the Garwood board
since 1991, Linda Koenig said
four generations of her family
have lived in Garwood. She has
no children, but other members
of her family are currently in the
school district.
“The school district here has
done well for us, so it is my turn
to give back,” she said.
Ms. Koenig explained that due
to cuts in funding, Garwood
schools had to limit some of their
local programs, including less lan-

Reading is Good For You

BETHLEHEM, Pa. – Moravian
College
announced
that
Genevieve Chaleff, Class of 2014,
from Cranford earned Dean’s
Honor List standing for the Spring
Semester of the 2013-2014
school year.
Students who carry three or
more course units during a fall or
spring term and attain a QPA for
the term of 3.50 or higher are
placed on the Dean’s Honor List.
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Moravian Announces
Dean’s Honor List

guage and AP courses. She said
the school also has to charge for
student participation in sports
and other activities.
“The students are getting less
and the taxpayers are paying
more,” she said. “We’re trying to
make things better here and cutting expenses without cutting
programs.”
Ms. Koenig is also involved in
education on a county and state
level, serving on the Delegate
Assembly of the New Jersey
School Boards Association
(NJSBA). She said she handles
issues including teacher evaluations and superintendent salary
caps.
After attending enough educational programs, she said she
became a master board member
this past year.
Aaron Watkins said he has
served on the board for the last
three years because he loves
Garwood and its residents. A resident for the past 18 years, he
said he enjoys serving his community.
“Garwood is a beautiful town,
and I know a lot of good people,”
said Mr. Watkins, who currently
teaches social studies and religion in Elizabeth. “That’s why I’m
a school teacher and love education.”
Mr. Watkins emphasized communicating with the students and
continuing to improve education
and making the schools more
“pro-child” as his reasons for running for another term.
Aside from serving on the board,
he volunteers at soup kitchens
with his church and is an officer
at Knights of Columbus.
Also running are incumbents
Christine Guerriero and Kimberly
Ficarra.
Mountainside Board of Education incumbent Dante Gioia is
the only borough candidate to
file his candidacy as Cathy
Jakositz did not file for re-election.

Page S-8

Thursday, August 7, 2014
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Local Letters to the Editor
Garwood GOP Chair Neglected to
Endorse Council Candidate
The Garwood Republican Party
Chairman, Jim Mathieu, wrote a
long, detailed endorsement in last
week’s paper of his hand-picked
mayoral candidate, but failed to
even mention the name of the
Republican woman, Carol Kearney,
who is running for a seat on the
Garwood Council. He should have
noted that Republican Carol Kearny
continues to be the business and
industry liaison to the Garwood
Council; that Carol Kearney revitalized the Chamber of Commerce and brought Garwood businesses together; that Carol
Kearney is the first vice-president
and board of director member of
the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce; that Carol
Kearney has owned a business in
Garwood for the past 14 years;

and that Carol Kearney was the
event creator and event director
for Garwood Rocks, that highly
successful Garwood street festival
that brought thousands of visitors
to Garwood.
Carol Kearney received an
award from the Borough of
Garwood for her Garwood Rocks
efforts and Carol presented a
check from the GWACC for $1,000
to the Garwood Council to help
pay for new Welcome to Garwood
pole banners. Carol also is the
Republican District One District
Leader. Now that is what you
would expect the Garwood Republican Party chairman to be
writing about.
Gene Jannotti, Garwood
Republican District Leader

Borough Representatives Need to
To Start Listening to Taxpayers
As we are all hopefully enjoying
the summer with friends and family, it has been politics as usual
for Garwood’s leadership. On July
23, I attended the Planning and
Development Board meeting
where, yet again, borough officials made decisions against the
best interests of the taxpayers.
Two issues stood out that will
have a big impact on the borough and its residents. First, is
the re-development of the property on South Avenue, across
from, and next to, Borough Hall.
I give the Planning Board and the
Council credit for trying to get
something done because there is
a tremendous opportunity here
to move our town in the right
direction. The problem is that
the Planning Board approved the
flawed resolution passed by the

Borough Council, which allowed
for eminent domain to be used in
what is supposed to be a private
project on private property. Even
though the approving Planning
Board members virtually guaranteed eminent domain would
not be used, they still passed a
resolution allowing for it. If they
don’t intend to use it, why approve a resolution allowing for
it? The answer is quite simple, as
one Planning Board member so
articulately put it, “We (the
board) dictate what we want.”
Eminent domain was never intended to be used to forcefully
take property from one private
owner and give it to another
private owner, but that is exactly
what it would do in this situation.
Now, the Planning Board and the
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Garwood Planning Board Member Explains His
Eminent Domain Views and Commuter Parking Goals
The Westfield Leader editor’s
July 31 editorial entitled ‘Local
Towns Should not Use Eminent
Domain to Seize Land’ showed
me that I had not explained well
enough the purpose behind the
Garwood Boro Council’s decision
to retain eminent domain powers
that all government bodies have.
I hope that this letter does better.
First off, something the
Mathieu/Piarulli team may not
understand; I agree with every
eminent domain statement the
editor wrote. Especially the last
one, “taking land from one private entity and giving to another
can never be a good thing in a
civilized society. A bit strong,
and I have a problem with ‘never’,

but I do agree with the concept.
Government taking (paying for
with just compensation) private
property for a public purpose,
however, is a different story.
Governments have purchased
private property to build
firehouses, schools, police stations, parks, libraries, and other
public uses many times. This is
legal and is continually upheld in
courts. I, and even Councilman
Mathieu, agree with that government use of eminent domain.
Five members of the Council
have listened to Boro residents
along Willow Avenue tell us many
times that there is inadequate
parking in the area. Especially
after winter snows when resi-

Asm. Bramnick, Please Introduce
Bill to District County Freeholders
Assemblyman Bramnick, I read
your latest “News from District
21” missive to your constituents.
Thanks for keeping us apprised.
Your hallmark in the missive is
that you are creating bipartisan
legislative panels and one initiative is to revisit state districting
of the legislative districts.
In your re-districting push, can
you also introduce the idea of an
easier process for attaining counties to be from at-large to district? Our Union County
government’s budget is over
$half-billion dollars, and there is
minimal accountability to show
for that huge expenditure for all
of the county’s constituents.
Union County has veered away
from the true purpose of what
county government is supposed
to do, and now has so many
costly yet ineffectual tepid social
programs one has to wonder if
they are a county government at
all. County movies, catering halls,
parade donations and music
fests? Meanwhile, the freeholders’ county budget transferred

$1 million out of the county paving program to create a redundant new division for a connected
politician Fanwood Mayor Mahr
that just happens to be the county
level political boss overseeing
their freeholder campaigns. So
potholes from the worst winter in
20 years don’t get filled on the
county roads just because she
was out of work for eight out of
10 years. One of her tasks is to
interface financially with grants
to the 21 towns. Note that since
she is a county level Democrat
political boss, Republicans are
her mortal enemy. So how attentive will she really be to say a
GOP Summit or Westfield, or even
Kenilworth and Garwood?
Districting of counties would
put our freeholders’ accountability directly to certain areas of the
county, would have them be more
directly responsive to that
district’s towns constituents as
to proper expenditures, and
would create some oversight by
having one district’s freeholder
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

dents have to remove their autos
from the street. Indeed this past
winter, Mayor Quattrocchi fostered an agreement with the
owner of the Casale parking lot
(oh my God – That’s the potential redevelopment site itself)! to
allow residents to park there after the snow. We have listened to
residents along Second Avenue
tell us that train/bus commuters
park in front of their homes because there is inadequate commuter parking near the transit
stops. We have listened to NJ
Transit advise us that they will
not provide additional Garwood
train stops until there is more
commuter parking.
Acting responsibly, and in response to Boro resident concerns,
5 Council members decided to
retain eminent domain power because the Boro may have to purchase privately owned Casale/
Petro property land in order to
provide much needed public parking. Parking for residents and commuters. Hopefully, through the
plan that the Planning Board develops if the Council finds the area
in need of redevelopment, the
developer will provide public parking. If not, the Boro can through a
land purchase. That’s why we retained the power. Just in case.
Boro Council has NO intent
whatsoever of buying private
property and selling or giving it
to another private property
owner. But a smart player doesn’t
give away leverage before the
process starts. Mathieu/Piarulli
may not want to listen to Boro
resident needs, and they may
want a developer to prepare their
own redevelopment plan for the
Boro, but thankfully five elected
Council members prefer to provide for resident and commuter
needs and continue our quest for
more Garwood train stops.
Councilman Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Planning Bd. member
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More Letters to the Editor
* Assemblyman Bramnick Request *
having to vote on another
district’s expenditure, so county
appropriations would be more
evenly distributed and not lopsided and wasteful like the “atlarge” system we have now. That
last one is similar duties to what
Assembly elected officials perform. And it isn’t at all partisan,
since in our county we have three
to four different Democrat-oriented parties and at least two
Republican ones. I don’t care if it
ends up two to three Democrat
parties sharing the districts, there
would certainly be more accountability and fairness than the one
party that is now in control, which
is really questionable as to
whether it is Democrat and not
just some self-serving organization. One of their freeholders,

(Dan) Sullivan, publicly declared
that districts are for losers. He
subsequently became embroiled
in a secret pay scandal he created under the table. So this is
their example of a winner.
My guess since for 10 years I
have observed our Union County
freeholders in action, if this
county becomes districted, the
$half-billion-budget would probably drop to below $400 million
and at least 500 patronage jobs
would be removed from county
employment. One can hope, and
I look toward my representatives to bring that hope to reality. Thank you.
Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Borough Reps Need to Start Listening
Borough Council have broad powers to abuse private property
rights for an as-yet-undetermined “public need.” Such broad
discretion in the hands of politicians and political appointees
usually does not bode well for the
private property rights of our
friends and neighbors.
The other issue was the Planning Board rushing through a use
variance related to the purchase
of property located at 494 4th
Avenue at the end of Walnut. This
variance allows for nine
townhouses to be squeezed into
that property that had previously
been judged suitable only for three
single-family houses. While I have
no doubt that the purchaser intends to build a nice development
and I have no problem with someone taking advantage of an opportunity to make some money,
the project approval was forced
through in one session in June

that was extended after the usual
11 p.m. cutoff for the meetings,
just so the vote could be completed. Most residents in the immediate area are not happy with
the decision to build such a dense
number of townhouses in an area
already bedeviled by traffic problems. More concerning is that similar development projects were
flat out rejected in prior years. So
what changed in the interim to
make this project suddenly acceptable and why the rush to
approve it? Again, as one board
member said, “We (the board)
dictate what we want.” The residents of Garwood need to have
their say on this controversial
project and send a message that
we will no longer tolerate the
town representatives dictating,
it’s time to start listening to the
taxpayers.
Sal Piarulli, Garwood
Republican Candidate for Mayor
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McSharry Graduates From
Police Trooper Youth Week
CRANFORD – On July 28, the
New Jersey State Police hosted
commencement exercises for the
graduates of the 96th New Jersey
State Police Trooper Youth Week
police training program. Included
in the class of junior and senior
high school students from across
New Jersey was Cranford Police
Explorer Brendan McSharry.
Brendan is a senior at Cranford
High School where he is a member of the track and cross country teams and the PRIDE Leadership Program. Brendan has been
a member of the Cranford Police
Explorer Post 74 for over four
years and assists the instructors
at the Cranford Police Department Youth Police Academy each
summer.
During the 96th Trooper Youth
Week, Trooper Youths took part
in physical training, learned and
practiced military drill, and gained
knowledge about the New Jersey
State Police and its many specialized units. The weekend, although grueling at times, was
very enjoyable and established
in the Trooper Youths a sense of
discipline and decorum.
The weekend was conducted
through a rigid schedule where
the Trooper Youths were expected to be punctual and organized at all times and accountable for their actions. Individuals
had to be up at 5:30 a.m. to be
ready for roll call at 6 a.m. and
begin the day. Time was set aside
for military drill and physical training throughout the week where
individuals learned basic formation and facing movements.
Specialized units within the
State Police put on demonstrations in the hopes of expanding
the Trooper Youths’ knowledge
and understanding of the agency
as a whole. These units included
Crime Scene, Aviation, and K-9
as well as the Bomb/Arson unit.
Members of the State Police ex-

posed the Trooper Youths to certain training tactics including that
of firearms and driving. Driving
while intoxicated (DWI) and its
dangers was a topic at certain
points during the weekend.
Trooper Youths were given the
opportunity to utilize “drunk
goggles” and see firsthand how
dangerous drinking and driving
can be. The Trooper Youth Week
instilled in the youths the meaning of the agency’s core values:
honor, duty, and fidelity and created disciplined and well-rounded
individuals fit to embark on life’s
endeavors.
The Cranford Police Explorers
are now accepting new members. Anyone interested between
the ages of 14 and 21 may call
police headquarters at (908) 2722222 for more information. The
next meeting is 7 p.m. on Monday, September 15, at Police
Headquarters, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.

Lafayette College
Dean’s List

EASTON, Pa. — The following
Lafayette College students were
named to the Dean’s List for
outstanding academic achievement during the spring 2014 semester. Each student achieved
at least a 3.60 semester grade
point average on a 4.0 scale.
Morgan Miller of Cranford. Morgan is a graduate of Cranford
High School.
Christine Shanahan of Cranford.
Christine is a graduate of Mount
St. Mary Academy.
Megan Kaveney of Westfield.
Megan is a graduate of Westfield
High School.
Mia Spitz of Westfield. Mia is a
graduate of Westfield High
School.
Erica Gennaro of Mountainside.
Erica is a graduate of Governor
Livingston Regional High School.

TROOPER YOUTH WEEK…On July 28, the New Jersey State Police hosted
commencement exercises for the graduates of the 96th New Jersey State Police
Trooper Youth Week police training program. Included in the class was
Cranford Police Explorer Brendan McSharry. Brendan is pictured with New
Jersey State Police Detective II Eric Greener, class coordinator.
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