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POLINITZA 3-FOR-3, 2 RUN, 2 RBI; McDEDE DBL, 1B, 2 RBI

Rosie’s Wine Bar Men ‘Flag’
AJ Jersey in UC Softball, 13-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No whining for Rosie’s Wine Bar
this time as they put together a top-
shelf performance to slam the door
on AJ Jersey with a 13-3 jolting in
Union County 50+ Softball League
action at Jerseyland Field in Scotch
Plains on July 31.

After a decent beginning very early
in the season, the representatives of
Rosie’s Wine Bar of Garwood found
themselves on the bottom end of sev-
eral tight decisions. But not this time
as Rosie’s blended 14 hits well with
four free passes.

Veteran Rich Polinitza led Rosie’s
charge with three singles, two RBI

and two runs scored in his three at-
bats. Keith McDede came through
with a double, an RBI single and an
RBI groundout. The crafty Tom
Murray served up a pair of singles,
walked once, had an RBI and scored
all three times. Pitcher Mike Garcia
singled in his first at-bat then walked
in the next two and finished with two
runs scored. Steve Falco rapped an
RBI single, walked and scored twice.
Steve Tansey reached base safely all
three times, which included a pair of
singles and an RBI. Frank Scarfuto
had a pair of RBI.

AJ Jersey had several members on
its roster from the now defunct
Westfield Softball League and the

Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-
ciation, both modified pitch leagues.
Jeff Hoffman topped the charts for
the Jersey Boys’ 15-hit parade with
three hot singles and an RBI in four
at-bats. John Robertson, Jordan Scher
and Howie Greco each scored once
and had two solid hits. Dave Rizzo
also had a pair of hit singles. Greg
Hopson, Paul Sherman, Mike
Scacifero and Pat Keenoy each con-
tributed a smashing single. Mark
Marotta tapped the ball to somebody
in all four of his at-bats.

Although some limited flexibility
may have played a role in some cases,
there was no lack of defensive bril

ROTH, PENCE, TUFARO, JAMES DiNIZO RULE ON ‘O’

Netherwood Nudges Diva’s
In ‘A’ Division Game 2, 14-12
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Twenty six runs may have been
scored, but it was superb defense that
caught everyone’s eyes and called the
shots in Netherwoods’ 14-12 victory
over Diva’s in Game 2 of the Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League A Divi-
sion semifinal round at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on July 29.

Netherwood, the second seed, ear-
lier defeated the third-seeded Diva’s,
19-11, in Game 1, so next on the
agenda will be a best of three show-
down with the top-seeded and de-
fending champion stallions of the
Stage House for the A Division cham-
pionship.

Outstanding defensive plays were

made in all nine innings of Game 2
and most of that defensive wizardry
came from both teams’ shortstop po-
sitions. Diva shortstop James DiNizo
wasted little time demonstrating his
agility with a great lunge to land a
liner off the bat of Billy Aumenta in
the first inning. DiNizo went on to
make several difficult plays look rou-
tine. Netherwood shortstop Jeff
Bendix performed his magic on sev-
eral occasions, which included a rangy
reach in mid-leftfield in the fifth and
a leaping, diving stab in the sixth. He
also gathered a deflection off the foot
of pitcher Kevin Woodring and
stepped on second for a force play.

After Bendix made another fine
scoop that he converted to a putout in

the ninth, teammate Tom Straniero,
who was brought down from the
Union County 60+ League to fill in
for an inning, shouted to him in a
jokingly manner, “Well! When you
can’t hit, you got to contribute some-
way.”

Straniero, however, did make good
use of his one at-bat by drawing a
walk and scoring in the first inning.

Netherwood’s two third basemen,
Steve Brainard made a diving stop in
the second inning, and Dan Samila
dove to his left and fired to second for
a putout in the crucial ninth. While in
centerfield, Joe Tufaro hauled in a
tough shot in the first, then Brady Lau
made a running snag in the eighth.
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LEGGING OUT A DOUBLE...Netherwood speedster Brady Lau, center, legs out a double in the second inning as Diva
pitcher Ron Germinder, No. 99, gets the relay and second baseman Andrew Lynch covers at Brookside Park on July 29.
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GETTING TO THIRD IN TIME...Rosie’s Wine Bar player Keith McDede slips into third in time as AJ Jersey third baseman
Dave Rizzo is about to catch the throw in Union County 50+ League softball action at Jerseyland Field on July 31.

DELLE DONNE WHACKS KEY SOLO HOME RUN IN TENTH

Autoland Scores Two in 10th
To Ward Off Vickie’s, 19-17

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Game 1 of the best of three series
for the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League B Division championship
between second-seeded Autoland and
top-seeded Vickie’s at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains on August 4
had some similarities, with two par-
ticular exceptions, to their regular-
season league championship game at

the same location on July 21.
Both teams produced plenty of hits

and plenty of runs. Both teams dem-
onstrated their ability to make im-
pressive defensive plays. And like the
July 21 game, the outcome was de-
cided with an interesting play in the
final inning. The two exceptions, there
were far less walks being permitted
and, this time, it was the Autolanders,
who took the lead in the 10th inning

and held on to snatch a 19-17 victory.
With the score knotted at 17 runs

apiece heading into the top of the
10th, Autoland’s Doug Delle Donne
slipped a long drive between the
leftfielder and the centerfielder and
chugged all the way around the bases
for a solo home run. A little cushion
was added when Angelo Richichi
sliced a double to left and Jay Everitt
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SET TO CATCH THE BALL...Autoland second baseman Brad Belford gets ready to catch the ball as Vickie’s leadoff hitter
Jason Hoynowski, No. 44, slides into second in the eighth inning at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on August 4.
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