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Man Indicted For Stealing
$4 Mil. From Employers

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — A
Union County grand jury has returned
an indictment against a Berkeley
Heights man charged with stealing
millions of dollars from his employ-
ers during the course of approxi-
mately eight years, acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park
announced last week.

Albert Thomson, 48, was indicted
on a single count of second-degree
theft by deception. Thomson was ar-
rested in March following a prolonged
Elizabeth Police Department investi-
gation that ultimately revealed the
pattern of theft from the Elizabeth-
based New England Motor Freight, a
large trucking company, and two re-
lated companies, Eastern Freightways
Inc. and Carrier Industries Inc., ac-
cording to Union County Assistant
Prosecutor Ann Rubin, who is pros-
ecuting the case.

 Part of Thomson’s duties previ-
ously involved registering many of
the companies’ thousands of vehicles
in the various states where they oper-
ate, Ms. Rubin explained.

Yet at various times from 2005
through 2013, Thomson would al-
legedly put in registration requests
for vehicles that had already been
registered, then pocket or spend the
checks cut by his employers to cover
the costs. Thomson ultimately used
the misappropriated funds to pur-
chase a Mercedes-Benz, to rent a
residence at the Jersey Shore, to
provide himself with a personal
trainer, and to pay credit-card bills,
among other things, according to
Ms. Rubin.

The total value of the stolen funds
topped $4 million, Ms. Rubin said.
Thomson currently remains free on
$250,000 bail.

KEEPING KIDS SAFE... Union County Freeholder Chairman Christopher
Hudak, left, and Freeholders Vernell Wright, second from left, and Linda Carter
met with Ron Esposito from the New Jersey Automobile Club (AAA) and
Christine Marcantonio, right, from the Union County Police Department at the
Child Safety Seat Inspection station before the Union County “Family Fun and
Flix” drive-in movie night at the Galloping Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth. For
information about the Union County Child Safety Seat Inspection Program, visit
www.ucnj.org/government/child-safety-seats or call (908) 789-6830.

Crime Victims No Longer to
Be Charged for Police Reports

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Senate, Assembly Pass Bail Bills,
Pre-Trial Release System Bill
In a special summer session of the

State Senate last Thursday ordered
by Governor Chris Christie, lawmak-
ers passed a constitutional amend-
ment to allow judges to deny bail to
some offenders (SCR128) along with
legislation (S-946) to establish an
alternative pre-trial release system so
that poor defendants are not held in
jail because they cannot afford bail.

SCR128 passed in the Senate by a
tally of 31 to 0 while S-946 passed by
a vote of 29 to 5. The Assembly on
Monday passed SCR128, 60-0-8, and
S-946 by a vote of 53-7-9.

In addition, the Assembly passed a
resolution (SCR84), 58-9-1, to ask
voters to amend the constitution  to
increase the amount the government
spends to acquire and preserve open
space. The resolution was passed by
the Senate in June. Monday was the
deadline to put constitutional amend-
ment questions on the ballot this
November.

Judge Rules In Favor of BH
Mayor In Lawsuit Filed  By Chief

A Superior Court judge has ruled
against Berkeley Heights Police Chief
Mike Mathis in his lawsuit against
Mayor Joe Bruno to be reinstated to
his job, The Star-Ledger has reported.

Mr. Mathis had argued that he had
been forced out as chief after he first
announced his intention to retire, but
then changed his mind.

Judge Mark Ciarrocca shot down a
temporary restraining order Mr. Mathis
had sought, which the former chief
had sought to stay in office while the
case was decided in the courts.

The paper reported that Mr. Mathis
had filed retirement paperwork with
the state Division of Pension and
Benefits, but later withdrew it and
told the mayor he planned to stay on
he job. Mayor Bruno said he had
started the process to hire a new po-
lice chief, and had offered Mr. Mathis
24 hours window to reconsider, but
the chief recanted days after that the
deadline.

Mr. Mathis told The Ledger he
would “absolutely” continue seek-
ing reinstatement. His attorney, Vito
Gagliardi, said Judge Ciarrocca’s rul-
ing was against the motion that would
have kept Mr. Mathis as police chief
through the trial, and not a final deci-
sion on his employment. He had been
chief for four years and with the
department for more than 29 years.

Mayor Bruno said he will appoint
an acting chief to serve until the case
is “a permanent done deal,” The Led-
ger reported.

Final arguments are expected in
december.

CNN Poll: Christie Leads Paul
For ’16 Nomination for President

A new CNN polls has Governor
Chris Christie with a one percentage
point lead over Kentucky Senator

Rand Paul with 13 percent of the vote
among likely Republican candidates
President in 2016, newsmax.com has
reported. Gov. Christie poll numbers
were up five points from a June sur-
vey. The poll has a three-percentage
point margin of error.

A new Fox News poll has Hillary
Clinton ahead by 10 points ahead of
every Republican candidate. Mrs.
Clinton leads Gov. Christie by a 50 to
40 percent margin in the poll.

The former First Lady also leads
Sen. Paul, 52 to 41 percent. and former
Florida Governor Jeb Bush, 52 to 39
percent.

GOP Needs to Gain Six Seats
To Take Senate Majority

Republicans need to gain six seats
this November to take control of the
United States Senate. Fox News First
readers feel the states most likely to
flip are: Arkansas (13.6 percent),
Louisiana (11.9 percent), Montana
(11.9 percent), West Virginia (11.2
percent), South Dakota (10.5 per-
cent) and North Carolina (10.0 per-
cent).
James Brady Dies; Shot During
Reagan Assassination Attempt
James S. Brady, the press secretary

to President Ronald Reagan who was
shot in the head during an assassina-
tion attempt on the President on
March 30, 1981 and who faught for
less access to guns in American soci-
ety, died Monday at age 73, accord-
ing to a Washington Post report.

President Reagan had just addressed
a gathering of the AFL-CIO at the
Hilton Hotel in Washington and was
walking to his limousine with Mr.
Brady and other staffers when he was
fired upon on by John W. Hinckley Jr.
Mr. Brady was left partially paralyzed
after the shooting. Legislation known
as the Brady Bill was passed and sihned
by President Bill Clinton in 1993 re-
quiring background checks for hand-
guns bought from federally licensed
dealers.

Mr. Brady had also worked in the
administrations in the 1970s of Presi-
dents Richard M. Nixon and Gerald
R. Ford as special assistant to the
secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD), special assistant
to the director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget and as an assis-
tant to then-Defense Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld.
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by Scott B. Schaffer, DMD

Dentistry Today

HOW STRESS AFFECTS YOUR ORAL HEALTH

Visit our website at  www.thesmileclub.com 
for more details about Dr. Schaffer.

   Stress not only harms your heart and 
digestive tract, induces hypertension, and 
causes skin problems, it can also affect 
the soft tissues of the mouth, teeth, and 
gums. To begin with, stress (as well as 
fatigue and allergies) increases the risk of 
developing canker sores, which, although 
not contagious, can be painful. They usu-
ally disappear in seven to ten days, during 
which time over-the-counter topical anes-
thetics may help quell discomfort. Addition-
ally, stress causes tooth-grinding (brux-
ism), which has the potential to chip and 
even fracture teeth. Finally, extreme stress 
may cause some people to overlook brush-
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even short-term stress increases the likeli-
hood of “gingivitis” (bleeding gums), which 
can progress to serious gum disease.

   While there are promising treatments 
for stress, the management of the same 
is mostly dependent on the ability and 
willingness of a person to make the 
changes necessary for a healthy life-
style. There is an abundance of innova-
tive technologies and devices available 
to help us improve the quality and com-
fort of care we deliver. We emphasize 
preventive dentistry for the entire family. 
When was the last time you had a dental 
checkup? Please call us to schedule an 
appointment. Smiles are our business. 
We are the proud recipient of the 2013 
Best of Clark Award in Dentistry. 
P.S. Cold sores (or “fever blisters”), which 
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And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

                DWI Charges?

A Part of Fellowship 
Senior Living

8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
www.FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

The setting of our one-of-a-kind
community is second to none in
North Jersey
Our traditional American
community with gabled roofs
and inviting porches is situated
on 72 scenic acres.

A vibrant, active lifestyle
Outstanding dining options, stimulating cultural,
educational and social opportunities as well as health,
fitness and wellness programs.

Tried and true
A trusted and much sought after, not-for-profit
continuing care retirement community with a solid
financial position.

Outstanding on-site healthcare
Peace of mind knowing that the area’s 
most complete continuum of healthcare 
services is on-site.

Like us on

Call 877-395-1715 for the
date of our next public

event, more information 
or a personal tour.

Stands Out from the Rest

Where staff and neighbors share
your core values

Fellowship 
Village

Comparing Retirement Communities?

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

GOP, DEMs Losing Ballot
Advantage This Year

TRENTON — The two left-most
columns on New Jersey election bal-
lots have been reserved for the Demo-
crats and Republicans. This year,
however, Democrats and Republi-
cans will be losing the electoral ad-
vantage, according to a press release
from the New Jersey Libertarian Party
(NJLP).

New Jersey law requires that to
have a party column, a political
party must “poll at any Primary
Election for a General Election of
at least 10 percent of the votes cast
in the state for members of the Gen-
eral Assembly at the next preceding
General Election.” This year, Demo-
crats and Republicans fell short.
During the 2013 General Election
there were 3,726,973 votes cast  for
New Jersey General Assembly. In
the following Primary, the unoffi-
cial results show that just fewer
than 200,000 votes were cast in the
Democratic Primary, and only
152,000 votes were case in the Re-
publican Primary.

Since neither party met the required
threshold to have their own column
in the November 2014 General Elec-
tion, on Monday, August 11 at 3 p.m.,
each county will be holding a draw-
ing to determine ballot position. This
year the establishment parties will
not get a separate drawing for the first
two columns.

“While we are happy that this bal-
lot disparity is coming to an end,
there is still work to be done. No set
of candidates should ever receive pref-
erential treatment over other candi-
dates based on past support,” says
NJLP Chair Patrick McKnight. “Giv-
ing an advantage to one set of candi-
dates is not the way to run fair elec-
tions, nor the way a free society
works.”

 In the past three years the number
of registered Libertarian Voters has
grown 61 percent while the number
of registered Republicans and Demo-
crats as a percentage of total regis-
tered voters has been declining, ac-
cording to the NJLP.

Lance Issues Statement
On Passage Of VA Bill
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.

Leonard Lance (R-7th) released
the following statement following
passage of the bipartisan compro-
mise on reforming the Veterans
Administration, the Veterans’ Ac-
cess to Care through Choice, Ac-
countability, and Transparency
Act.”

“This is the first step in a long
road to true transformation of the
Veterans Administration that must
restore the confidence our nation’s
heroes have lost in the desperately
broken bureaucracy. Today’s pack-
age will immediately allow veter-
ans experiencing long wait times
to have access to the timely and
high quality care they need and
deserve, make critical improve-
ments to facilities, hold executives
and managers accountable for poor
performance and hire more doc-
tors and staff with expertise in
PTSD, brain injuries and sexual
assault.”

Christie Signs Bills
TRENTON – Governor Chris

Christie last week signed the the fol-
lowing pieces legislation:

A-2444/S-2129, allows a person to
request voluntary exclusion from gam-
ing activities without acknowledging
being problem gambler and A-3346/
S-2138, allows re-employment by
school district of Teachers’ Pension
and Annuity Fund (TPAF) retirees as
coaches of athletic activities when
compensation is under $10,000.

TRENTON — Bipartisan legisla-
tion sponsored by Assembly Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) that prohibits a govern-
ment agency from charging the vic-
tim of a crime for copies of reports
relating to the offense was signed
into law last week by Governor Chris
Christie.

“This bill continues New Jersey’s
strong policy of assisting victims
of crimes by not charging them fees
for access to their own records.
Moreover, as the Superior Court of
New Jersey has already recognized
[that] disclosure of any person’s
Open Public Records Act requests
implicates privacy, confidentiality,
and competitive advantage con-
cerns. Because disclosure of crime
victims’ record requests raises the
additional concern of their physi-
cal safety, the bill makes explicit
for crime victims the previously
established general policy that
record requests made under the
Open Public Records Act are not
subject to disclosure,” the Gover-
nor said in a statement.

“Victims of crimes endure emo-
tional anguish and physical pain,”
Asm. Bramnick said. “Providing them
copies of documents related to the
crime at no charge is the least we can
do. An injured party should not have
to pay to obtain access to information
relevant to their case.”

Under the bill, A-1676, a victim
would not be charged for any law
enforcement agency report, domestic
violence offense report, or temporary
or permanent restraining order. Cur-
rently, the Open Public Records Act
(OPRA) does not contain an exemp-
tion from fees for victims of crime.

Mr. Bramnick’s bill is also spon-
sored by Assembly Republicans Jay
Webber (R-26th, Parsippany),
Nancy Muñoz (R-21st, Summit),
Anthony M. Bucco (R-25th,
Randolph) and Caroline
Casagrande (R-11th, Freehold), and
Assembly Democrats Gordon
Johnson (D-37th, Teaneck) and
Carmelo Garcia (D-33rd,
Hoboken.)

“It is fair and reasonable that
someone who is victimized by a
criminal act should not be required
to pay for documents related to the
alleged crime,” Asm. Webber said.
“Victims have legitimate reasons to
obtain copies of police reports or
other legal documents. This legis-
lation rightly removes a financial
burden that an injured party should
not have to consider in order to
access relevant information to their
case.”

“It was just adding insult to injury
when a crime victim was told they had
to reach into their pockets to pay for a
police report or a copy of a restraining
order,”Asw. Casagrande said.


