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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

They May Be a Legacy,
But They’re Not Flounder

If you say “legacy,” I immediately
think of the movie “Animal House”
and the part of Kent (Flounder)
Dorfman, played by Stephen Furst.
When George Kapner hears “legacy,”
he thinks of his current WHS tennis
team.

When Kapner looks at his 2014
tennis team, he sees a strong team,
with a potentially outstanding future,
thanks to a definitely glorious past. In
other words, a good season right now
could become great later this year . .
. and next year … and next year …

Tennis at WHS has been a power
almost since the first varsity team
back in 1921. There have been over
1,350 wins and just over 300 losses,
the last losing season coming in 1948
(and that was 5-6). Since the Union
County Tournament started in 1971,
WHS has won 33 of the 43 team titles.
(They will be going for their 34th,
and 10th in a row, today at the Don
Van Blake Tennis Center in
Plainfield.) There are also 25 sec-
tional championships, 18 state cham-
pionships, five Public School titles
and five All Groups/Tournament of
Champions trophies.

And part of the storied past has
become part of the present, as fresh-
men “legacies” Noah Reich and Owen
Bartok are taking their turn at repre-
senting their family’s participation in
a rich tradition. The Bartok family
was a staple of WHS tennis in the late
1970s and early 1980s. Sylvia played
three years for coach Kathy Luckey’s
teams that went 51-2 and captured
three UCT, three sectional and one
state Group 4 title – in her senior year.
Sylvia earned three county titles – at
second doubles with Liz McManigal,
then at third singles and finally at
second singles. Her senior she
captained a 20-0 team, and had a 19-
1 record.

Younger brother Ricky Bartok
came along in 1981 and was captain
of the team in 1984. The team’s four-
year record was 87-11, winning four
UCT, three sectional and three state
Group 4 titles. They had a ridiculous
amount of depth in 1981, including
four top singles players and four qual-
ity doubles teams, and Bartok played
doubles. But the next three years he
won three county singles titles, once
filling in for the injured Gary Shendell
and winning at No. 1.

Since Noah is the son of Sylvia –
joining older siblings Nikki and Adam
as WHS stalwarts – and Owen is the
son of Ricky, you can understand
Kapner’s joy at watching practice
every day. Oh, and Matt Bernstein is
No. 8 on the seven-man varsity lad-
der. He is a legacy, too, being the
younger brother of former standouts
Lee (’06) and Scott Bernstein (’10).

“Noah reminds me a lot of his
brother Adam,” Kapner said. “He is
smart, well-trained and much tougher
than his outward, quiet freshman
countenance would lead you to be-
lieve. His game is similar to Adam’s.
But Adam wasn’t able to break into
the lineup that we had here when he
was a freshman.”

That would’ve been the talented
2008 team that went 30-0 and won
every tournament they were entered.
That lineup featured Kevin Shallcross,
Dean Thompson and Greg (Pong)
Luppescu at singles, Ravi Netravali,
Justin Snyder, Graeme Stahl, Evan
Eisenberg and James Chu at doubles.
Reich and Bernstein occasionally saw
time at second dubs.

“Adam and Scott were part of the
second wave of talent in that period,”
Kapner said, “when we won four
consecutive Group 4 titles and played

in four Tournament of Champions
finals, winning two. Noah is like Kevin
(Shallcross) or Joey Deer (’88), play-
ing second singles as a freshman with
an unlimited future.

“I am not looking forward to the
challenge matches the next two years
between Noah and Tyler (Roth), but I
am looking forward to running them
both out there as two of our singles
players. That’s an incredible 1-2
punch. If some other Westfield player
grows enough to beat either of them
… we will be almost unstoppable.”

And that somebody would prob-
ably by Owen Bartok.

“He’s not as accomplished as Tyler
and Noah, meaning he hasn’t com-
peted in as many (age-group) tourna-
ments as he grew up,” Kapner said.
“All that means to me is that he will
grow and develop faster in the next
year or two and likely push both Tyler
and Noah for a position higher in the
lineup. He has untapped potential.
But I can’t compare his game with his
father’s because I was the jayvee la-
crosse coach back in the ’80s and
didn’t see the tennis team compete.”

Roth has blossomed quickly into a
solid No. 1 guy, after a 28-1 season at
third singles last spring that included
a UCT crown.

“He has made great strides in the
last year and is a legitimate first singles
player,” Kapner said. “When a team
believes that its first singles can win
on any given day, against any given
opponent, the confidence just oozes
through the entire lineup. We’ve had
Dan Matro (’97), and Kevin and Adam
and Scott, and back in the ’80s it was
Joey Deer. Now it’s Tyler’s turn.”

With veteran doubles units – Ben
Cymbala and Jack Siegel at No. 1,
Will Kelly and captain Chris Algarin
at No. 2 – this is a team on the rise.
Algarin is the lone senior in the lineup.

WHS beat defending state Group 3
champion Moorestown 5-0 last Sat-
urday at the Delbarton Invitational,
before falling 4-1 to eventual winner
Newark Academy.

“We go to tournaments like that to
test ourselves against some of the
best programs in New Jersey,” Kapner
said. “I expect that the boys now
understand that they are among those
best programs. We are capable of
beating any and every team out there,
on any given day.”

The current team is 7-2. Kapner
entered his 24th year as coach with a
508-112 record, including 16 county,
9 sectional and 4 state titles.

The Westfield Tennis Club will host

the 17th Westfield Invitational Satur-
day (rain day is Sunday). The event
has been held every year since 1997
except 2001, when it was rained out.
Participating teams are WHS,
Moorestown, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and McNair Academy. WHS has won
the title eight of the 16 times. It faced
Moorestown in the last three finals,
winning in 2011 and 2013.

McGRORY TO GEORGIA
Luke McGrory is a Bulldog. But

we already knew that, didn’t we?
McGrory shook off the disappoint-

ment of not getting to attend West
Point on a technicality – a peanut
allergy – and will now be going to the
University of Georgia.

“West Point was my first choice,”
said McGrory, who wanted to follow
the footsteps of his brother Dan (’06)
as a WHS swim captain and a West
Point graduate. “When I went up there
for an overnight I learned that my
peanut allergy could be an issue. I
had my senatorial nomination and
everything I needed – physical, ex-
tracurricular and academics – but be-
cause of the peanut allergy I wasn’t
allowed admission.

“I picked UGA because it had a
great college feel. It’s great academi-
cally, the school spirit is fantastic and
I’ll be able to play club water polo.
When I went down there, I didn’t
want to leave. I’m excited to be there
the next four years.”

Ironically, Georgia is the No. 1
peanut-producing state in the coun-
try.

THIS AND THAT
Halley Brewster, daughter of Daryl

Brewster (’75), was wearing bib No.
12764 at Monday’s running of the
Boston Marathon.

WAY BACK MACHINE
The 1957 tennis team was

Westfield’s first to win a state title –
we were in Group 3 back then – on the
court. Before that, WHS had been
awarded state titles in 1931, 1941 and
1942 by the NJSIAA to the “best
team.” The state tournament began in
1950, although it was just three
matches: two singles and one doubles,
until expanding to the current five
flights format in 1970.

Westfield beat Don Bosco, Linden,
Millburn and Montclair to reach the
state final, where it defeated Jersey
City Dickinson, 3-0. That avenged a
2-1 loss to the Rams in the 1956 state
tournament.

Playing first singles was Tom
Richardson, the younger brother of
Ham Richardson, one of the world’s
top tennis players in the 1950s and
’60s. Baby brother Dave starred on
the ’62 WHS team.

STATE CHAMPS 1957...The state champion 1957 tennis team; front row (from
left): Terry Bentley, Bob Kolodny and coach Sam Bunting; back row, Steve Falk,
Tom Richardson and Perry Fisher.

goals. Owen Smith (assist), Matt
Donovan and Matt Loparo each net-
ted two goals. Andrew Seitter had a
goal and an assist, and Ryan Kelly
added an assist.

The majority of the Maroon’s goals
were unassisted wraparounds, begin-
ning with Shipee, who slipped in a
wraparound just after Prybylski gave
the Blue Devils a 1-0 lead with 9:43
left in the first quarter. Less than a
minute later, Loparo scored unas-
sisted then with 0:05 on the clock,
Donovan slid in an underhand shot,
making the score 3-1.

“That’s just guys not doing their
job defensively. We know that’s com-
ing. We plan for it, and guys are just
not doing their job. And that’s what
happened there at the end too,” Coach
Tuohy said.

Four minutes into the second quar-
ter, Smith scored then Donovan
stretched the Maroon’s lead to 5-1
with 6:27 left in the quarter. Within
15 seconds, Boyle gave the Maroon a
dose of their own medicine with a
wraparound goal then he set up Chris
Aslanian with a goal a minute later.
Seitter and Loparo answered to give

Ridgewood a 7-3 lead at the half.
The biggest lead of the game came

only 21 seconds into the third quarter
when Shippee scored from the left
side to up Ridgewood’s lead to 8-3.

“The kids played well and they
played hard. We made too many mis-
takes. We made too many turnovers.
You can’t win games when you give
up four goals on ‘man down’. We had
eight penalties in that game. We gave
them too much of a spread. It’s hard
to come back when you are down five
goals. We got to get better, and we got
to stop having these lulls. We put
together a full game against West
Morris then we come out here and put
together a half. You can’t win games
like that against talented teams,”
Coach Tuohy said.

Prybylski initiated a string of four
unanswered goals with two straight
wraparound stuffs. He then set up
Chris Aslanian on a goal then Chris
set up his brother Pat to make the
score, 8-7. With 0:1.7 left in the third,
Shipee scored his third goal.

Decker (Bohlinger assist) scored
midway through the fourth. Just after
two Blue Devils were sent to the
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penalty area, Smith gave the Maroon
a 10-8 lead. Capuano scored his first
goal with 19.6 left in regulation then
Prybylski fired a desperation shot
from behind the net to Capuano, who
slammed home the game-tying goal.

“We have talented players. There’s
not one particular player that really
came back. Our last two goals were
scored by a guy who may have two
assists on the season. That’s what we
need. We need contributions from
everybody,” Coach Tuohy said.
Ridgewood 3 4 2 1 1 11
Westfield 1 2 4 3 0 10
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING CLOSE TABS ON A MARO0ON...Blue Devil sophomore defender Owen Colwell, No. 16, keeps close tabs on
Ridgewood Maroon midfielder Matt Donovan, No. 15, during the Imagine Fundraider at Kehler Stadium.
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2012 Birch Street, Scotch Plains $449,000
Impeccably maintained, beautifully updated Cape Cod; Formal LR w/gorgeous large bay window,
& both the Formal LR & DR boast crown molding & hdwd flrs. Renovated EIK open to FR w/
skylight, slider to patio & door to attached garage. 1st floor offers 1 BR & full bath; 2nd floor
features 2 BR's, hall bath & generous closet storage space. Newer windows; CAC; Partially finished
LL w/Rec. Room. Super convenient location - close to down town Scotch Plains for shopping,
dining & NYC transportation. Absolute move-in condition…a wonderful opportunity to own!

551 Bradford Avenue, Westfield $929,000
Quintessential 4 BR, 2 full, 2 half bath Colonial radiates charm, character and grandeur of years gone
by with all the modern amenities of today.  A pretty home w/gleaming hardwood floors, period
details, soothing colors and decor.  LR w/fplc & built-ins’; formal DR; Spacious EIK w/breakfast bar;
1st floor den & powder rm.   2nd floor features: MBR w/private bath & 2 closets;  2 BR’s and a hall
bath.   3rd floor is home to 4th BR.  LL w/rec. room, powder room, laundry and storage. Deep lot w/
detached garage in the Gardens section of Westfield, this stylish home awaits you!

536 Birch Avenue, Westfield $1,099,000
Delightful Colonial boasts quiet elegance, charm & polished details. Gracious formal
rooms & exceptional outdoor space for entertaining. MBR w/private bath; 3rd floor BR
Retreat w/en-suite bath. LL rec room & office w/ beautiful custom cabinetry & built-ins,
updated laundry & powder room. Veranda style back porch, accessible from the Dining
Room and Kitchen, overlooks beautiful private yard and patio; plus screened porch off
LR. 2 gas fireplaces. CAC. Updated baths.  A warm & inviting home!
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