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Is Switch to November Elections
Working for Bds. of ED, Public?
Two years ago, the State of New Jersey gave
school districts a choice to either continue to
hold elections in April and have the public vote
up or down on school budgets — the largest
piece of property-tax bills — or switch to November for electing officials and have no public
vote on school spending plans provided they
stay within the 2-percent cap on tax levies.
When Governor Chris Christie signed the law
in January 2012, all Union County public school
boards moved their elections to November and
no public vote on budgets was required and not
conducted. A report this week in The StarLedger finds that only 26 school districts were to
hold elections this month (scheduled for yesterday after this newspaper had gone to press) with
over 500 districts holding their elections in
November.
Is this change working locally for Westfield,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside Boards of Education? Is it working for the public? Or, with lackluster community interest in running for school board seats

and voter apathy at the polls, is this the time
when school districts should consider an appointed board system? School boards will have
a decision to make after the 2015 elections on
whether to stay with elections in November or
convert back to April.
Summit has found success over the years with
an appointed board where members of the community apply for board vacancies and are appointed by the mayor. The mayor receives input
from community leaders and the common council before making the decision.
Also, we question whether the state’s decision
to move the filing deadline from June until the
last Tuesday in July will actually increase the
number of candidates running for school boards
in suburban towns. Curiously, most of the interest seems to be in urban communities like Elizabeth, Plainfield, Roselle, Newark and Irvington.
Was taking away the public’s right to vote on
school budgets a wise decision? Should budget
questions be added to the November ballot or
should the system return to April voting?

Musing On Traffic Jams,
George Washington or Pulaski
As the media zing begins to fade on Bridgegate,
there is time to catch one’s breath to add up the
fallout and to develop a preliminary scorecard. Several people got fired or resigned for various reasons.
These include David Wildstein, Bill Baroni, Bridget
Anne Kelly, Bill Stepien and Port Authority Chairman David Samson. Few tears were shed.
A handful of state politicians have increased their
name recognition (does anyone know how to spell
Wisniewski?). As Asm. Jon Bramnick quipped, “It’s
Wizgate, not Bridgegate.” The self-appointed legislative committee has augmented their working knowledge of how to blanket the region with subpoenas.
Some of the targeted politicos have proven their
acumen at dodging the subpoenas (Wildstein and
Kelly).
A blue-ribbon panel has been appointed to look
over the operations of the Port Authority. This is a
good thing. Initial conclusions are: Yes, things are
not right at the Port Authority — changes are neces-

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark and
Linden.

sary.
For $1 million in attorney fees, Governor Chris
Christie was cleared by an investigation report prepared by a law firm hired by the governor’s office —
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher. Democratic rivals label
this as a whitewash.
A federal probe is underway by U.S. Attorney for
New Jersey Paul Fishman. No leaks have yet to
occur on the progress of this effort.
The Committee to elect the Governor has spent
$500,000 thus far on attorney fees defending itself.
The legislative attorney bills total $300,000 as of the
end of February. It’s anyone’s guess what the grand
total of all bills will be.
One thing that has been learned is that if one is to
legitimately stop traffic, do it for the right reason,
such as repairing the Pulaski Skyway.
It’s time for state government to get back to work.
Critically important things need to be done on the
people’s business.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org
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Letters to the Editor
Thank You to Area Residents for
A Job Well Done in Stopping UCC
Cranford residents in the Union
County College area formed a group
and started a website, www.ucnu.org,
to fight the proposed sports complex
at Union County College. The project
was to be built on top of a hill with the
removal of 700 trees and a flood zone
and many Cranford residents below.
It was one of the most irresponsible
proposals in Cranford’s history.
What these residents with the help
of many Cranford citizens accomplished in just three-and-a-half weeks:
– 1,115-plus signatures on petitions (online and at the Post Office
with old fashioned signatures on paper).
– 10,000-plus flyers mailed and
walked door to door.
– Flyers distributed in the early
morning at the Cranford train station.
– Union County Freeholder meet-

ings attended and statements made.
– Cranford Township meetings attended and statements made (televised on TV 35).
– Westfield Town meetings attended and statements made.
– E-mails sent with updated information and calls for help.
– OPRA requests for information.
– Cranford Radio Interview – Steve
Jandoli – (Great Job) vs. Dr. Nacco of
the College! (April 11).
– Letters to the Editors.
– Interviews with local reporters
that resulted in an editorial and articles in The Westfield Leader,
Cranford Chronicle, NJ.Com.
Let’s give credit where credit is
due and simply say thank you to
those residents for a job well done.
Ann Steinbach
Cranford

County Auditors Seem to Have
‘Fudged’ Budget Numbers
It is true that I questioned how the
county’s open space debt went down
“exactly” a million dollars, but it was
not from $5.6 to $4.6 million but
rather from $5,639,826 in 2013 to
$4,639,826 in 2014, an exact reduction to the penny that is virtually a
mathematical impossibility in the
world of debt repayments without
the use of an all-too-common balancing technique that the county auditors seem to have adopted euphemistically referred to as ‘fudging.’
Since nobody at the state is going
to dig behind what is reported, the
county, through their well-paid auditors, can stick whatever numbers are
convenient in their budgets assured
that they will not be asked for backup
(and even if asked by the public in
open comment time at freeholder
meetings, county policy is not to answer).

Another example of an appropriation that one would think the auditors
would get right would be their fees.
In the introduced budget for 2013,
$188,950 was appropriated for the
annual audit and $145,225 for ‘Other
Accounting and Auditing Fees.’ This
total of $334,175 was the exact
amount paid in 2013 according to the
budget (which calls for an increase to
$394,331 in 2014). However, when
you go to the check registry, Suplee,
Clooney and Company (the auditor
for the county and its agencies per the
resolution hiring them) received
$430,047 in fees during 2013.
Where did that extra $95,872 come
from to pay the auditors? Open Space
Trust Fund money misappropriated
under the cover of debt?
John Bury
Kenilworth

Obamacare Is An Enemy to
New Jersey Seniors and Kids
Still think Obamacare is a friend to
New Jersey’s elderly and kids? If
that’s so and based upon what it’s
doing to them, with friends like that,
who needs enemies?
[I was] was referring to a recent
study that shows how Obamacare
continues to hammer away at health
benefits for New Jersey’s most vulnerable residents by reducing what
seniors receive from Medicare Advantage. The study was prepared by
the American Action Forum, a national, non-profit policy institute. The
study found that New Jersey senior
citizens will suffer benefit reductions
of 18.02 percent, or $2,335 per person, because of cuts mandated by
Obamacare. Couple these cuts with
the war Obamacare has declared on
Jersey’s middle-class kids, and you
see a brutal picture that’s callous in
its disregard for real people with real
needs, and typically high-handed and
bureaucratic in its Washingtonknows-best, one-size-fits all approach.
The program was conceived in
misstatements and dedicated to the
proposition that the American people
are too stupid to know when they’re

being suckered or how to use the
Internet, which is a shameful position for anyone in our government to
take. Benefit mandates in Obamacare
forced the cancellation of New
Jersey’s unique-in-the-nation
FamilyCare Advantage plan, which
covered most basic health needs for
children at a cost of $144 per month.
The plan was available to middleclass families who made too much to
qualify for subsidized care, but too
little to be able to afford market-rate
insurance. Some 1,800 families in
the state had coverage through the
plan.
Obamacare was peddled to the
American people as a means by which
more people would get health insurance coverage at affordable rates, but
as we all now know, that was never to
be the case, and we see that daily.
Obamacare is like a centipede because with all those legs there are
plenty more shoes to drop. Who
knows what the next piece of bad
news will be – who will be the next
victims of Obamacare?”
Murray Sabrin (R)
U.S. Senate Candidate

Internet Deluge Is Increasingly
Controlling Pathways of Our Minds
Here’s what I witnessed in the past
12 hours: Two children playing games
on their iPhones, watching TV and
having a conversation with guests, all
at the same time; a young man and
woman frequently checking their cell
phones while having dinner and a
grocery store clerk checking his hidden cell phone for messages while
checking out customers.
It is self-evident that the Internet
deluge is increasingly controlling the
pathways of our minds. Though there
are daily warnings about potential
dangers, we are succumbing to its
explosive expansion. Internet leaders, like the bong-loving marijuana
legalization advocates, are pushing
for total Internet immersion. The reality is that it is unstoppable but, as
with insulin in the treatment of diabetes, there are therapies which can
help control its destructive impact on
our quality of life. Surprisingly, Robert Louis Stevenson, the author of
Kidnapped, Treasure Island and Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, proposed such
therapy regarding the young.
In his insightful essay, An Apology
for Idlers, he extols certain virtues of
playing hooky. It’s a must read for
parents. He writes, “It is surely beyond a doubt that people should be a
good deal idle in their youth.” Compare this to the thrombosed calendars
of today’s youth. “Books (aka the
Internet) are good enough in their
own way, but they are a mighty bloodless substitute for real life… and he
(aka the student) will have little time
for thoughts.” While playing hooky
or being truant and alone in your own
mind observing nature and thinking
about it all, he, echoing Aristotle,
will, “See things in a new perspective.”
Stevenson’s point is that being idle
by playing hooky or otherwise from
unnecessary and excessive information input will make the young wiser

leading to a firmer grip on common
sense, both necessary tools for coping with life.
Largely because of the inexorable
but yet unknown impact of the Internet
on the brain’s intellectual and emotional performance, we have one of
two choices. Do nothing or do something. Regarding adults, it’s too late.
The cat is out of the bag, and there’s
little that can be done to impede their
surrender to the inescapable Internet
maelstrom. Regarding the young,
however, where parents still have
control, there is hope.
I propose the establishment of the
Robert Louis Stevenson Internet –
Hooky Program where boys and girls
from elementary school to high school
will be sent to camp in a forest for a
period of time sans communication
devices. These are prevention camps
and not treatment ones that now exist
for Internet addicts. The young will
then be forced to interact in a natural
verbal and body language way, skills
that are critical for the development
of a healthy mind. Most are not aware
that the total negative impact of heroin
addiction is a drop in the bucket compared to the damage that the Internet
is doing to our young.
In order to be effectively established, hooky programs must be generated by parents on a local level. The
NewYork City mothers who are fighting for charter schools for their kids
is an inspiring example of successful
parent power.
One unfortunate caveat: Make sure
these camps aren’t in Colorado or
Washington State and, if Rep. Scutari
has his way, add New Jersey to the
list!
Dr. Stephen DeFelice
Westfield
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Asomatous – Without a material
body
2. Foveolate – Marked by minute depressions or pits
3. Epulotic – Having a healing power
4. Capnomancy – Divination by the
ascent or motion of smoke
BIBELOT
1. A person who has a mania for collecting books
2. Book ends
3. A tippler; a man given to drinking
4. A small object whose value lies in its
beauty or rarity
PENNACH
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. A plume or bunch of flowers
3. In botany, furnished with branches
in pairs
4. Showing patience; calmness
INSOUCIANCE
1. Gay; lighthearted
2. Pertaining to plundering or looting
3. Idle babble or chat
4. Speech impediment; slurring
TITIVATE
1. To delude by flattery
2. To romp or frisk
3. To dress up
4. To nestle or draw close

See more letters on page 5

Letters to
the Editor
Thanks to All Who
Supported Our Gala
The Paul Jackson Fund held its
second annual “Giving Hope” gala
on Mach 22nd at the Grand Summit
Hotel. This year we were pleased to
honor long time Westfield resident
Paul Harbaugh for his tremendous
support of The Fund. Paul entertained
everyone with his reflections and
humorous acceptance speech.
We are deeply grateful to Children’s
Specialized Hospital and Hydro-Tek
for sponsoring the event. Our sincere
thanks go out to the many individuals
and businesses, locally and throughout the state, who generously donated items for our live and silent
auctions. This year’s gala raised over
$28,000, which will be used to assist
families who are in a financial crisis
because of a long-term illness or disability.
We would like to also extend our
appreciation to all the volunteers who
worked at the event or behind the
scenes. We could not have done it
without you!
And lastly, we thank all those who
were able to join us for the evening.
Your support means the world to the
families who are struggling and come
to us for assistance. You help ease
their burdens.
Thank you.
Mary Jackson
The Paul Jackson Fund
Westfield

Westfield Lions
Celebrate 90th Year
The Lions Club of Westfield would
like to thank The Westfield Leader,
James Gildea and the Department of
Public Works plus St. Helen’s Youth
Group, for their help in making the
clubs 79th annual Easter Egg Hunt a
success.
First held in 1936 when it was
covered by Life Magazine, the hunt
in Mindowaskin Park has become a
town tradition. Under the helm of
president Kirsten Zellner, the
Westfield Lions is celebrating it’s
90th year of dedication to sight conservation and helping the blind.
Mike Gordeuk
Westfield Lions Club

CASINOS IN CRIMEA

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

