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HEALTHY KIDS DAY  
a FREE Community Event  
 THIS Saturday!  
 1:00-4:00PM  

Special offers ONLY on Healthy Kids Day… 

�� MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL:  no Joiner’s Fee ($100 value!) 

�� CAMP SPECIAL:  5% off paid-in-full traditional camps 

�� PROGRAM SPECIALS: sports classes, parties, and personal training! 

Special activities include … 

Inflatable Obstacle Course · 

Carnival Games · Arts & Crafts · 

Aquaducks Synchronized Swim 

Show @1:15PM ·  NEW live show: 

Austin the Unstoppable! 

@2:00PM · Healthy Treats & 

Other Giveaways · Toddler 

Playhouse · Health Screenings · 

Fitness Testing · Camp Open 

House · Overlook Teddy Bear 

Clinic (bring a stuffed animal!) · 

Community Partners Information 

… and more! 

SP GOP Discusses Obamacare, Local Issues
At Fundraiser at Shady Rest Clubhouse

Fanwood to Mark 25th
Earth Day Cleanup Event

Courtesy  of Brian Horton
RIBBON-CUTTING...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr cuts the ribbon to offi-
cially open the new offices of The Scarlett Marketing Group at the Executive
Quarters at 141 South Avenue in Fanwood. Mindy Scarlett, right, along with her
business partner, Jill Ryan, who is the membership chairwoman of the TriCounty
Chamber of Commerce, will provide full-service marketing to small and medium-
sized businesses, with an emphasis on social media and online marketing. Also
pictured is Fanwood Business and Professional Association President Jeni
DiVirgilio.

An America’s Top Dentist
by

Consumer Research
Council of America

2014

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) and medical doctor Alieta
Eck, the Republican candidate for the
12th Congressional District, headlined a
$100-per-plate campaign fund-raising
dinner last Wednesday evening at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, where they
both reiterated their staunch opposition
to the Affordable Care Act (ACA), better
known as Obamacare, and touched upon
national and foreign-policy issues.

Scotch Plains Republican Committee
Chairman Al Smith kicked off the “2nd
Annual Geri Smith Spring Conference,”
and told the crowd of about 60 support-
ers, including several former Scotch
Plains mayors in attendance, that the
event raised $12,000, net of expenses.
He said that in addition to the money
paid to attend the event, the party re-
ceived donations from various sponsors
and benefactors.

Before Rep. Lance and Dr. Eck arrived,
Mr. Smith introduced the three current
township council members — Michael
“Mickey” Marcus, Llewellyn Jones and
William “Bo” Vastine — chosen to repre-
sent the Republican ticket in the June
Primary Election for the three council
seats that are up for election this year. Each
spoke briefly about local issues.

Deputy Mayor Marcus, who ran and
won as a Democrat in 2010, said he made
the “switch to the right party,” to laughter
from the audience. He said the 2014
municipal budget “is a sensible, compre-
hensive, well thought, and fair budget for
the municipality.”

Mr. Jones, the newest member of the
council having won election last Novem-
ber to fill an unexpired term, said the
collective leadership of the three Repub-
lican council members led to full restora-
tion of seven-day services at the
township’s library.

Mr. Jones also said it is important for
the State Legislature to renew the 2-
percent cap on arbitrator-awarded pay
increases for unionized employees. He
said the version of the bill passed in
March by the State Legislature was a
“watered-down” version that would not
effectively keep unionized employee cost
increases in check.

Mr. Vastine said he believes all three
Republicans need to be re-elected to main-
tain stability on the council. He said if one
seat is lost, the township will be “subordi-
nated to the Fanwood Police Department
and (Fanwood Mayor) Colleen Mahr” per
a proposal to merge the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood police departments.

Mr. Vastine noted that the council ap-
proved the renaming of the Scotch Hills
golf course to “The Shady Rest at Scotch
Hills.” Many years ago the club was known
as the Shady Rest Golf and Country Club,
the first African-American owned and
operated country club. Mr. Vastine said a

tar coating will be applied to the roof of the
clubhouse as a temporary measure to ad-
dress the leaking problem.

Rep. Lance, whose remarks elicited
several rounds of applause over the next
20 minutes, predicted, “We (the Repub-
lican Party) are going to gain control of
the United States Senate in November.”

He said after Republicans gain a ma-
jority, the Senate will vote along with the
House to repeal Obamacare, and Presi-
dent Barack Obama “will be forced to
negotiate with us.”

Rep. Lance said the Republicans “fa-
vor a 40-hour work week” as the defini-
tion of a full-time employee, as opposed
to the 30-hour work week language in-
cluded in the ACA, in order “to help
small and midsized businesses.”

Rep. Lance said sarcastically he was
surprised that the President, given his back-
ground as a constitutional law professor,
attempts to rewrite laws unilaterally.

“Doesn’t he know that it’s only Con-
gress that can pass legislation?” he asked,
to a rousing ovation.

Rep. Lance said he supports the fed-
eral budget plan proposed by House Bud-
get Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-
Wis.). “The Ryan budget is a blueprint
for moving forward to fiscal responsibil-
ity,” Rep. Lance said.

He said the Democrats have not pro-
posed a budget plan. “Do you think it is
irresponsible not to pass a budget?” Rep.
Lance asked loudly, to more applause
and heads nodding in agreement.

Rep. Lance shifted his comments to
foreign policy. He said the reason Vladmir
Putin, president of Russia, took over
Crimea and is now threatening eastern
Ukraine is because of the perceived weak-
ness of the Obama administration.

“We are viewed in the world as being
weak in our international responsibili-
ties,” Rep. Lance said. “We need a
President…to hold the line.”

Rep. Lance said the GOP needs to
elect a strong Republican president in
2016. In order to win, he said, “We need
to attract Independents and discerning
Democrats.”

“I’m not going to name names, but his
initials are Chris Christie,” he said, again to
laughter. Rep. Lance said he believes Gov-
ernor Christie would be a strong presiden-
tial candidate who will continue his re-
forms agenda, including pension reforms.

While answering a question from the
audience, Rep. Lance said he is not opti-
mistic about the Palestinian and Israeli
conflict. He said he believes the Palestin-
ians will continue to refuse to recognize
Israel’s right to exist, and exist as a Jew-
ish state, which are two non-negotiable
conditions.

Rep. Lance expressed his support for
Dr. Eck in the upcoming election, and in
closing, he said he looks forward to rep-
resenting “the entire municipality” of
Scotch Plains when he is re-elected. Most
of Scotch Plains is in the 12th Congres-

sional District represented by retiring
Rep. Rush Holt (D).

Incumbent Lance is facing a Primary
challenge in June from David Larsen for
the third consecutive election cycle. The
district includes part of Scotch Plains, and
all of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside
and Westfield. The winner will battle Demo-
cratic Clinton Mayor Janice Kovach in
November.

Mr. Smith introduced Dr. Eck and said,
“You can see that Rep. Lance is pushing
hard,” for her to win in November.

Dr. Eck told the audience the story,
which appeared in The Courier-News
in February, about Debra Pasnak, an
Edison woman who broke her hip and
femur in a household accident in 2011.
When Dr. Eck met her last year, Ms.
Pasnak’s leg was still broken and she
was unable to walk. Ms. Pasnak said
doctors rejected her case because of its
complexity. Dr. Eck found a local doc-
tor to perform the surgery to repair Ms.
Pasnak’s injuries.

“Healthcare should be quick and effi-
cient and compassionate,” Dr. Eck said.

Dr. Eck and her husband, John, oper-
ate the Zarephath Health Center, located
in Somerset, a free clinic for the poor and
uninsured. Doctors donate four hours a
week in exchange for medical malprac-
tice protection from the state government
for their private practices.

“We set up the clinic to care for people
falling between the cracks,” Dr. Eck said.

She also does not accept insurance at her
private practice in Piscataway. Dr. Eck said
patients who can afford care would pay out
of pocket for most visits and use high-
deductible insurance for major issues.

Dr. Eck said she believes the ACA is
disruptive and “user-unfriendly for doc-
tors and patients.”

Dr. Eck said the state spends $13 bil-
lion on Medicaid, which represents al-
most 40 percent of the state’s overall
budget of $34 billion. She said half of the
$13 billion is dedicated to long-term nurs-
ing care, which cannot be affected. She
said of the remaining half, the state could
save $2 billion to $3 billion if it adopted
her plan. “We could balance the state
budget,” she said.

Dr. Eck said she endorses health care
savings accounts (HSAs) and would like
to “move away from employer-based
healthcare.” She said she prefers a
smaller federal government. She said
she is concerned about the government’s
“mounting debt” and “handing it off to
future generations.”

She said she believes the educational
system should be run by individual states.

“Adding layers of bureaucracy makes
it worse,” she said.

Dr. Eck said she is heartened by her
first campaign finance filing totaling
$100,000. She noted that her campaign
raised more money in the first quarter this
year than the campaign of State Senator
Linda Greenstein (D-14th, Middlesex),

who is vying for the Democratic nomina-
tion for the 12th District with three other
candidates.

After the meeting, Dr. Eck was asked
by The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times reporter what
her response is to some detractors who
have labeled her as “the healthcare can-
didate.”

“They think the only thing I know
about is healthcare. That’s not true. I
know about education, too. It’s just that
healthcare is the biggest issue in the coun-
try. And it ties into everything else, espe-
cially the economy,” she said.

Dr. Eck awaits the identity of her Demo-
cratic opponent in the 12th District, which
includes most of Scotch Plains and all of
Fanwood. Sen. Greenstein, Assembly-
woman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-15th,
Mercer), Assemblyman Upendra J.
Chivukula (D-17th, Somerset) and plasma
physicist Andrew Zucker will slug it out
for their party’s nomination to replace
Rep. Holt, who is retiring after serving
seven terms.

FANWOOD — Fanwood will host its
25th consecutive Earth Day Community
Cleanup this Saturday, April 26, with a
day of free fun and green activities for all
members of the family. Rep. Rush Holt
(D-12th) and Union County Freeholder
Al Mirabella will join Mayor Colleen
Mahr in marking the occasion.

 For 25 years, Fanwood residents have
turned out in numbers to pick up trash
around town and spread the word about
keeping the environment safe and clean.
“This is a great tradition,” Mayor Mahr
said. “And in honor of 25 years of resi-
dents working together for the town-
wide cleanup, it’s time for a party. We are

planning some special family-friendly
activities at the north-side train station
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., so be sure to stay
at the train station. After the hard work is
done, the fun will begin.”

Volunteers of all ages, including Girl
Scouts, Boy Scouts, various organiza-
tions, families and individuals, are in-
vited to assemble at 8:30 a.m. in the
South Avenue parking lot of the train
station, where Earth Day T-shirts, work
gloves, pick-up devices and plastic bags
will be distributed. The event will be
opened by Mayor Mahr reading a proc-
lamation of the council. Fanwood Ba-
gels and Deli has donated bagels, dough-
nuts and coffee for participants, who
also will receive a coupon for a slice
from Nick’s Pizza and Deli. Joanne
Gemenden, Union County recycling co-
ordinator, will provide participating chil-
dren with some “goodies.”

This year’s giveaways are T-shirts and a
reusable Earth Day grocery bag and “bare
root” trees. After the morning cleanup, a
mini-fair will begin at 11 a.m. in the North
Avenue parking lot. Opening with a resolu-
tion read by Freeholder Mirabella, the af-
ternoon will include kids’ crafts, music,
poetry readings, recycling giveaways and
instruction on composting and rain barrels.

The county information van will be on
hand and kids’ “Photos with the Earth”
will be offered. This event is funded
through grants from the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protection
and Sustainable New Jersey. Questions
concerning this event can be answered by
calling the Fanwood Public Works De-
partment at (908) 322-7404.

American Water Using
Chloramines to Treat Water in Region
REGION — New Jersey American

Water has resumed the use of chloramines
to treat water at its Canal Road and Raritan
Millstone water treatment plants.

The water utility says chloramines have
been used in the system for more than 25
years and are an effective method of
water disinfection meeting all U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (USEPA)
and New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (NJDEP) drinking
water standards. In mid-January, as part
of its system maintenance program, New
Jersey American Water temporarily
changed its treatment process from
chloramines to chlorine.

The three-month changeover to chlo-
rine enabled the company to perform

maintenance on its chemical feed sys-
tems and remove any residual ammonia
from the water distribution system. “Dur-
ing the transition to chlorine some cus-
tomers may have noticed a slight chlorine
taste and odor in their water. With the
resumption of the chloramination pro-
cess, the taste and smell of chlorine will
abate, the company said in a media re-
lease.

Municipalities that receive service from
the Raritan-Millstone and Canal Road
water treatment plants include: Clark,
Cranford, Elizabeth, Fanwood, Garwood,
Hillside, Kenilworth, Linden,
Mountainside, Plainfield, Roselle,
Roselle Park, Scotch Plains, Union and
Westfield in Union County.

Lance Denounces
Militant Tactics

WESTFIELD — Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th), co-chairman of the House Re-
publican Israel Caucus, last Thursday
issued a statement regarding reports that
pro-Russian militants are forcing Jewish
Ukrainians to register their names and
property:

“I am appalled by the news out of the
Ukraine that pro-Russian militants are
mandating Jewish citizens ‘register’ with
the forces who are trying to force Ukraine
to become part of Russia. Today’s news
harkens us back to some of the worst
times in human history. I immediately
call for the world community to denounce
these tactics and allow the Jewish people
to practice their faith freely.”


