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Lance  Tupper for The Scotch  Plains-Fanwood Times
JUNE PRIMARY CAMPAIGNS...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) visits with fellow
Republican Scotch Plains Township Council members at a campaign fundraiser on
April 16 at the Scotch Hills Country Club Clubhouse. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Councilman Llewellyn Jones, Deputy Mayor Michael "Mickey" Marcus, Rep.
Lance and Councilman William "Bo" Vastine. See story on page 3.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
BUDGET HAWK...Fanwood Chief Financial Officer Frederick Tomkins goes
over some figures as the borough council discussed items relating to the 2014
borough budget at the April 16 council meeting. A public hearing on the budget
will be held next month. Pictured at left is Borough Attorney Dennis Estis.

Photo courtesy of Alex Hutchinson
FINALLY SPRING...Alex Hutchinson, 9, snapped this photo of a flower in the
Watchung Reservation. If you have taken a photo depicting the arrival of spring,
send it to press@goleader.com for inclusion in an upcoming edition of the paper.

Fanwood Council Introduces
Budget With 3.2-Percent Tax Hike

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil introduced the borough’s munici-
pal budget of $9,461,180 with a tax
levy of $5,943,138 for 2014 and dis-
cussed plans for capital spending at
its meeting on April 16.

Sixty percent of Fanwood’s total
property-tax bills are for school taxes
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education while the mu-
nicipal tax is slightly less than 20
percent, with the rest falling to the
borough’s library and the county gov-
ernment.

Municipal taxes will see an in-
crease of 3.20 percent, or $183,000,
in 2014, which will result in the aver-
age assessed home in Fanwood,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

$87,531, seeing an increase of about
$72 for a total of $2,278. Total spend-
ing is up $254,372, based on calcula-
tions from the municipal budget pub-
lished on April 17 in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on page 16.
The average assessed home is pro-
jected to pay $2,148 in county taxes,
$139.24 in library taxes and $6,858

in school taxes.
Based on information obtained by

The Times, overall property taxes are
projected to increase $864,473 in
Fanwood, with school taxes going up
$575,114, county taxes $109,857, and
the library tax going down $3,401.
Based on these estimates, the aver-

Photo courtesy of Mike Taylor
COLE’S CUP…Players pose at the conclusion of the First Annual “Cole’s Cup,” a lacrosse game played in honor of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School senior goalkeeper, Cole Weber, who was diagnosed with cancer last year. The Raiders took
possession of the Cup after a 9-8 win over the Cranford Cougars in overtime  at Wexler Field in Scotch Plains on April 17.
See story on page 13.
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SP Council Unveils Budget; Mayor
Favors Zero Tax Rate Increase
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council introduced its 2014
municipal budget last week, and
Mayor Kevin Glover promptly said
he favored using an additional
$90,000 in surplus funds to reduce
the planned increase in the munici-
pal property-tax rate from nine-
tenths of a cent to zero.

A public hearing and vote on the
$24.3-million spending plan will be
held on Tuesday, May 20, although it
is not clear that a majority of the
governing body will go along with
the mayor’s zero-tax rate increase
proposal. While Mr. Glover, in put-

ting forth his tax proposal at last
Thursday’s council meeting, said the
township has an “ample surplus,”
Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus coun-
tered that the council was already
being asked to use more than $2.7
million of the $3.44 million surplus
this year—nearly $500,000 more than
was used in 2013. He said it was
important not to drain the surplus
balance too much because of the ef-
fect on surplus levels in future years
amidst economic uncertainty.

When Mr. Marcus pressed Town-
ship Manager Jerry Giaimis for his
opinion of the mayor’s idea, Mr.
Giaimis said he did not agree with it,
saying he also did not want to see the

remaining surplus get too low and
also wanted to see a more consistent
pattern of high property tax collec-
tion rates before considering using
additional surplus funds.

Mr. Giaimis’ budget and tax pro-
posals portray a brighter picture than
was initially expected when he sub-
mitted his preliminary budget to the
council in late January. He said last
week that various insurance expenses
turned out to be lower than expected,
the township’s bill for the state pen-
sion plans was also lower than first
thought and police department over-
time was reduced. In addition, the
township’s library will be funded
adequately enough to allow it to re-
sume its normal Sunday and Monday
operating hours that were cut a year
ago amidst a tighter budgetary envi-
ronment.

Mr. Giaimis said he anticipates
about $14.7 million to be raised via
municipal property taxes and expects
$650,000 in construction code fees,
$23,000 from interest on township
investments and $154,000 in rents
received from telephone companies
for the use of township-owned cell
towers. State aid of $2,227,587 will
be equal to last year’s level.

Mayor Glover derided warnings
last year from council Republicans
and their backers who criticized what
they had termed “gimmicks” used to
keep the municipal property-tax in-
crease low while warning of negative
consequences for this year’s budget.
“Our surplus is better than it’s been in
many years,” he said as he noted that
the library will be fully funded this
year and the township’s bond rating
remains healthy.

Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella,
while saying she was “pleased” that
the municipal tax rate increase will
be low this year, expressed her dis-
pleasure that additional funds were
not being allocated to other areas.
Earlier this month, she had made a
pitch for increased funding for recre-
ation programs—namely as a way to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

State Senator Greenstein in
Primary Run for Congress

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — State Senator
Linda Greenstein (D-14,
Middlesex) says her motivation to
run for U.S. Congress in the 12th
Congressional District comes from
the “great need” she recognizes for
legislators in Washington, D.C. who
have the “conviction to stop tea
party politics from dismantling 80
years of progressive politics.” Sen.
Greenstein hopes to fill part of that
need.

First, though, she has to win her
party’s primary on Tuesday, June 3.
Her main contender in the primary
is Assemblywoman Bonnie Watson-
Coleman (D-15, Mercer). Both
women identify as progressive poli-
ticians, and either, if elected, would
be the sole female representative at
the federal level for New Jersey.
Other Democrats seeking the seat
are Assemblyman Upendra J.
Chivukula (D-17th, Somerset) and
plasma physicist Andrew Zwicker
of Kingston, N.J. Alieta Eck of
Somerset County, a medical doc-
tor, is the Republican candidate for
the seat.

Sen. Greenstein says she believes
that women should be represented
in every group, ideally in a 50/50
ratio, and she would be proud to
ensure that “a woman’s point of
view would be present in the del-
egation.”

“We have to fight hard to make
sure that women are not treated as
second class citizens,” the senator
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. She is concerned about what
she views as a “war on women”
waged by the Christie administra-

tion, which has cut $7.5 million
from the budget in order to de-fund
family planning clinics that Sen.
Greenstein says are crucial for the
working poor.

Asked why she would make a
stronger female representative that
Assemblywoman Watson-Coleman,
Sen. Greenstein replied that she has
taken more leadership positions
than her contender, having been a
prime sponsor for paid family leave
legislation and Meghan’s Law, for
example. She also highlighted her
willingness to vote against the
crowd, citing her vote against a bill
to raise New Jersey’s sales tax, even
though it was supported by then
governor and fellow Democrat, Jon
Corzine.

Issues that are especially impor-
tant to Sen. Greenstein include: la-
bor rights, campaign finance re-
form, consumer protections (par-
ticularly for seniors), and environ-
mental advocacy. She is one of only
six or seven state legislators, she
says, to receive early endorsement
from the Sierra Club, which means
that the club bypassed their normal
vetting process to endorse her auto-
matically.

Sen. Greenstein views Medicare
and Social Security as “two of the
most successful programs we’ve
ever had,” and would continue to
fight against their privatization as a
congresswoman.

Regarding the Affordable Care
Act/Obamacare, the senator opined
that, “We need to give it a chance,
tweak it. The idea of having univer-
sal healthcare is a good one.” She
lamented that Republicans have

WF BOE Hears Proposals to
Build Wrestling Building

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation on Tuesday heard proposals
for raising money for improvements
to the facilities for Westfield High
School athletes.

Frank Fusaro, a past president of
the Westfield Booster Club, told the
board that the club would like to
renovate the locker rooms at Kehler
Stadium. “The lockers are out of
date and in need of repair. They were
constructed in the 1950s,” he said.
“We [the club] put money aside for
capital projects to replace the lock-
ers, refurbish the space, paint it and

change the flooring,” he added.
“The budget for the project would

be $95,000, with another $50,000 to
$200,000 for the gym at Westfield
High School,” he said. “We are ask-
ing the board for approximately one-
third of that,” he said. Mr. Fusaro
also said that the lockers to be in-
stalled on the home side would have
seats in them. He said that the
visitor’s side lockers would be two
tier.

Board President Richard
Mattessich thanked Mr. Fusaro for
the presentation. Board member
Ginny Leiz, of the facilities com-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fw Rec. Confronts High
Price of Skateboard Park
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The recreation
commission met with engineers
Chuck Lee and Sue Banzon from
ARH Engineering Tuesday night to
discuss cost estimates for construct-
ing a skateboard park in Forest Road
Park.

The engineers presented their pric-
ing projections for plans from two
skateboard design firms, Spohn
Ranch Skateparks and American
Ramp Company (ARC.) The pricing
for both companies was similar and
in both cases it was far higher than the
commission had envisioned.

The commission has a 2012 Kids
Recreation Matching-Funds Grant
from Union County that totals
$124,000. At the last meeting Recre-
ation Director Bob Budiansky said
he expected to have to raise another
$20,000 to $40,000 to fund the
skatepark. ARH, however, presented
an estimate of around $230,000 at the

low end, and closer to $300,000 at
the high end.

Commissioners considered
whether to forgo the project in light
of these high figures. They worried,
however, that if they do not proceed,
they might lose the 2012 Union
County grant money and see those
tax dollars go to development in other
towns instead of Fanwood.

Mr. Budiansky noted that Fanwood
only recently became active about
pursuing county grants. “Now we’re
part of the game,” he said, “and if you
want to stay part of the game, the
money’s there, spend the
money…[Union County’s] not gonna
sit on it forever,” he said.

Three options might supplement
the grant money. The first is to
repurpose money from another
county grant, which was originally
given for ice skating rink upgrades. If
a cheaper solution has been found,
perhaps the county would allow Fan-


