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FRENCH CUISINE...Amuse, a new casual French bistro, has opened at 39 Elm
Street. Proprietors CJ Reycraft and his wife-to-be, Julianne Hodges, met while
working at Chez Catherine.

Photo courtesy of Rich Keri
SPRING BREAK...The Keri family enjoys the beach and The Westfield Leader
while at Club Med in Port St Lucie, Fla. last week during spring break. Pictured,
left to right, are: Rich, Alex, Nina and Sofia Keri.

Brian Branch Price for The Westfield Leader
FURRY FRIEND…Ronin and Ava Mcguire of Westfield pose with the Easter
Bunny during the annual Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt held Saturday in
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SPRING ASSEMBLY...The Westfield Historical Society held its annual spring
assembly on April 15 at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.  The guest speaker
was historian Ken Ward who delivered a talk on "Sugar, Oysters and War"
noting the contributions of Elizabeth to the American Revolution.

County College (UCC) last week
made a statement that it was post-
poning its plan to remove some 700
trees on its Cranford campus to
make way for an athletic field com-
plex, residents of Colby Lane asked
the township committee Monday
how they can stay informed of
UCC’s future actions on the project.
They feel UCC has not been a “good
neighbor” and are afraid the col-
lege will act without notifying the
township or residents.

Pittsfield Street resident Barbara
Krause said UCC had sent out in
late March a request for bids to tree
companies, asking for bids to re-
move 700 trees.

Mayor Kalnins said the township
is continuing to research the project,
including determining if the for-
ested land is protected and the back
fees owed by UCC to the township
for services rendered. Commis-
sioner Thomas Hannen Jr. added
that the college may not have full
immunity from the township zon-
ing laws and is being looked into.

“I want to prevent seeing tons of
personal property thrown into the
garbage again,” Commissioner
Robrt D’Ambola said. “UCC is a
learning institution, yet they have
not learned anything from Irene and
Sandy.”

As a part of FEMA funding for
flood mitigation efforts as a result
of Hurricane Irene, the township
has designated homes in the mu-
nicipality to be raised above flood
levels that would be included in a
grant by FEMA, which pays 75
percent of costs. Christine Laherty,
a resident of Edgar Avenue, which
is slotted to be elevated, asked if
she is responsible to pay the two
permit fees, totaling some $7,500,
that are itemized on her bill, because
as she understood it, the permit fees
were waived. She said the total cost
of the project is $250,000, of which
she would pay 25 percent, and the
permit fees are over and above that
cost. The mayor said he needed to
look into it, but in order to get reim-
bursed by FEMA, the permit fees had
to be included in the bill.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. said the new lining has
been installed inside the Hillside Av-
enue tunnel, which is used by people
as a crossing area to get to the Hill-
side Avenue School, and should be
complete by the end of next week.

Township Administrator Terence
Wall discussed the township’s 2014
capital budget being discussed by the
sub-committee. The police depart-
ment had requested a $535,000 dis-
patching system and a $29,000 alarm
panel while the parks and recreation
budget totaled $250,000 to include
work done at Sherman, Roosevelt,
Lincoln and Memorial Parks.

The Department of Public Works
requested over a million dollars, to
include a variety of vehicles to be
replaced, and the fire department re-
quested a new rescue vehicle, valued
at approximately $500,000, and an-
other ambulance for 2015.

“My recommendation is zero dol-
lars for 2014 based on the priority of
road improvements,” Mr. Wall said.

The township committee ap-
proved unanimously for the police
department to begin the process for
interviewing and hiring new police
officers. Police Chief James Wozniak
requested to fill three openings and
make additional promotions in the

force. The committee did not decide
on the number of new hires or pro-
motions.

“We had consensus on one hire. I
don’t know if I agree with the two
additional (hires),” Mayor Kalnins
said.

Chief Wozniak explained that the
hiring process will be changed, per
the request of the committee in past
years.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
discussed again the parking situa-
tion on Lincoln Park East near the
Mill. Police Lieutenant Edward Dav-
enport said the police department
recommended in 2013 to eliminate
parking altogether on part of the
street because when cars are parked
on both sides of the street it closes
the driving lanes to about eight  feet,
which is not wide enough for safe
driving. There are also sightline is-
sues around a curve in the road there,
he said.

“Eventually something bad is go-
ing to happen there,” Commissioner
O’Connor said. The committee will
revisit the topic at the next meeting.

Commissioner O’Connor asked to
begin a routine informal meeting
with residents at locations around
the township. “I think anytime we
can open up dialogue is a good
thing,” she said. She and Deputy
Mayor Adubato said they will host
the first meeting and come up with a
date and place.

Commissioner O’Connor also said
a farmers’ market is being discussed
by a joint committee of the Down-
town Management Corporation,
Centennial Village and Chamber of
Commerce, to be held every Thurs-
day evening from May through Au-
gust in the parking lot by the fire
station.

Mr. Wall said the World War I
memorial in the downtown will be
repaired at the request of Ms. Krause.
She said it has been a year since she
asked to have the memorial repaired.

Mayor Kalnins said the state’s
Blue Acres program had some in-
terest in purchasing an abandoned
home on Park Drive.
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tion, the FWC may need to seek an-
other location on the north side of town
or decide to install the clock on the
south side of town first.

In other news, the council approved
the demolition of single-family dwell-
ings located at 62 Tamaques Way, 204
Wyoming Street and 219 Golf Edge
and a detached garage located at 622
Dorian Road.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is scheduled
for Tuesday, May 6, at 7 p.m. at the
municipal building. The conference
session will be immediately followed
by the council’s regular public meeting
at 7:45 p.m.

The board intends to contribute
$10,000 for each of the coming two
years, not the requested $30,000 to the
Booster Club, to partially fund projects.
Any proposed donation from the board
will have to be approved and reviewed
by its legal counsel.

During the board’s open workshop
meeting, which followed the regular
meeting, a PowerPoint presentation
and proposal was given by Tom Miller,
a member of the Westfield wrestling
community, which is willing to launch
fundraising activities for construction
of a stand-alone building for wrestling
on the property of Edison Intermediate
School. The idea is that the $750,000 it
would cost to fund such a project would
be raised by the wrestling community
and gifted to the board for the project.
The timeline for the fund-raising and
actual construction is two years, as
stated by Mr. Miller.

“While we have proposed that site
[Edison] we are open to other sites,” he
said.

The presentation supported the need
for the proposed facility with rational
and pictures. Mr. Miller said, “The kids
are doing well. The program is going in
the right direction.”

The board meeting room was filled
with parents of wrestlers, who ex-
pressed concern about the cleanliness
of the mats and the constant fear of
contracting skin diseases because the
present wrestling room is used for other
activities. Westfield High School wres-
tling coach Glen Kurz was there to
support the proposed facility.

The proposal for the 120-by 40-foot
one-story wrestling facility would have
six sections of mat, proximity to plumb-
ing, electrical, sewer and HVAC with
street access. The specific suggested

site is the southside of the Edison School
property, adjacent to the rear parking
lot and east of the softball field.

Ms. Sullivan said, “In the short term,
we are working on funding to clean the
mats, which are eight to 10 years old.
She also said, “Once you tell us you
have the funds, we have a whole lot of
things we have to do.”

Mr. Mattessich said, “By the end of
the school year we’ll tell you if we can
support the project.” Board Vice-Presi-
dent  Rosanne Kurstedt commented
that, “We need an estimate about the
cost to maintain such a facility” to
which Ms. Sullivan said, “It wouldn’t
be difficult to get.”

The next board meeting open to the
public with a hearing on the final
budget for the 2014-15 school year. It
will be held on Tuesday, April 29, at
7:30 p.m. at the administration build-
ing, 203 Elm Street.
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capital in the early months of the year
before tax revenues are realized.

She also said surpluses are looked
upon by bond rating agencies as a
positive, and that a fall sale was pend-
ing.

Another resident echoed Mr.
Paterson’s comment saying he moved
to Garwood because of the taxes and
now is considering leaving for the
same reason. Mr. Mathieu was the
only member of council who took up
the challenge. “Zero for me is not
political,” he said. “It means real things
to people’s lives.”

But Mr. Petruzzelli, who along with
Ms. Todisco is up for re-election this
fall, took exception. “It sounds good,
but I don’t want to be so lean that we’re
not able to pay the bills,” he said.

After Councilman Bill Nierstedt
noted that any decision had political
ramifications, Council President Ann
Palmer said she did not see the issue as
political.

Ms. Todisco submitted that popular
or not, she was remaining steadfast to
the committee’s recommendation. “I
have to worry about Garwood, not
about being re-elected,” she said.

The council also approved resolu-
tions setting salaries for borough em-
ployees and two appropriations re-

garding the $3.2-million Athletic Field
Complex (AFC) by the same 5 to 1
margin.

Mr. Mathieu objected to the salary
resolution, which set compensation at
$126,490 for Police Chief Bruce
Underhill, $88,119 for Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma and $96,942 for
public works head Fred Corbitt, on the
grounds that while increases should
be offered to borough employees, he
did not believe it should be every year.

He also opposed an AFC work
change order that cost approximately
$6,000 for additional flood vents, addi-
tional framing for the foundation
change of the clubhouse and a crawl
space hatch door, on the basis that the
work was agreed to and completed
prior to council approval.

His loudest objection concerned a
$45,675 closed-circuit video security
system at the AFC, $20,000 of which
was included in the 2014 budget passed
earlier in the evening. Mr. Mathieu said
he believed the $20,000 was only the
first of several items that will be added
to unanticipated costs of the field.

Another ordinance approved by a
unanimous vote was the increase in
the rate charged to industrial sewer
users to $3,049 per million gallons of
waste.
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Brian Branch Price for The Westfield Leader
COLORFUL COLLECTION...Volunteer  Emily Serpico helps to distribute the
eggs during the annual Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt in Westfield’s Mindowaskin
Park on Saturday.

Garwood BOE Receives
Approval of Budget

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The county execu-
tive superintendent of schools has ap-
proved the borough’s proposed 2014-
2015 school budget, said Michael
Donow, interim business administra-
tor, at Tuesday’s board of education
(BOE) meeting.

Mr. Donow said the BOE is expected
to vote to adopt the $8.53-million bud-
get, which includes an approximate
$228,000 tax levy increase, at the bud-
get hearing meeting scheduled for Tues-
day, April 29, at 7:30 p.m. at Lincoln
School, located at 400 Second Avenue.

The budget was published in the
April 17 edition of The Westfield Leader
and also is available on the BOE’s
website, garwoodschools.org.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Thomas Spera, supervisor of buildings
and grounds, said the chair lift in the
Lincoln School lobby “is broken again.”
He said replacement parts are difficult
to find for the 10-year-old “mechani-
cal-screw-unit” and that it would cost
approximately $5,000 to repair. Mr.
Spera noted that $3,600 was spent last
year to repair the chair.

He said the chair is typically “used
multiple times a day by a couple of
students” who now must go outside in
order to transfer between the two build-
ings.

Mr. Spera asked the board to con-
sider replacing the mechanical-screw-
operating chair and installing a hydrau-
lic chair lift. He said he believes hy-
draulic chair lifts are quieter and more
efficient. Mr. Spera told the board that
a mechanical-screw chair manufacturer
advised him to “stay away” from using
those types of chairs in the future.

Based on a conversation he had with
one contractor, Mr. Spera said the total
cost for removing the old chair and
installing a new hydraulic chair would
amount to about $20,000.

Responding to Mr. Spera, Board
President Christine Guerriero said he
needs to provide additional price quotes
before the BOE can legally award a
contract to replace the chair. Mr. Spera
agreed to report back to the board next
month.

Later in the meeting, resident John
Conlin of Hemlock Avenue compelled
the board to replace the chair as soon as
possible.

“I was originally going to talk to-
night about the science programs at the
school, but after listening to Mr. Spera,
I would like to see the $20,000 ap-
proved (to replace the chair),” Mr.
Conlin said. He added that the BOE
should “take some type of action to-
night.”

Mr. Donow, responding directly to
Mr. Conlin, reiterated that more quotes
and information are needed before the
BOE could authorize replacing the
chair. Board Attorney John Geppert
affirmed that it is illegal for the BOE to
take action at this time.

Ms. Guerriero said she agreed with
Mr. Conlin’s sentiment, but said, “We
want to fix it, but in a financially appro-
priate way.”

In a separate matter, Mr. Spera re-
ported that graffiti, covering an area of
about four feet by six feet, was discov-
ered on the “far side” of the school
building last week. He said a nearby
residential home was also victimized
and that a report had been filed with the
police regarding both incidents. Mr.
Spera said the graffiti was removed and
the area was painted over to remove
any residual.

In addition, Mr. Spera told the board
he is working with Borough Council-
man William Nierstedt to obtain more
recycling containers, which will be
“more visible” around the school.

During her technology report, Board

Vice-President Susan Groning said the
district is preparing for next spring’s
Partnership for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers (PARCC)
testing. PARCC, which is aligned with
the Common Core State Standards, is
replacing NJ ASK.

Mrs. Groning noted that PARCC is a
browser-based (non-paper) test and the
district needs to decide whether to pro-
vide laptop computers or tablets to the
students. She said she is in the process
of obtaining prices to purchase or lease
the equipment. She did not mention
any potential amounts.

Mrs. Groning said she believes the
board should base its decisions “as part
of a five-year plan to update all the
technology” in the school building.
She and School Superintendent Teresa
Quigley said the computers in the tech-
nology labs are outdated. Mrs. Groning
added that a technology upgrade would
also necessitate increasing the number
of Wi-Fi ports in the building to ensure
an appropriate level of connectivity for
multiple users.

Mrs. Groning said the parents of
middle-school students have requested
a “parent portal” system, similar to the
system at Arthur L. Johnson High
School in Clark, where parents can
view their children’s test scores and
grades in real time.

Board member Barbara Greet, as-
signed to the education committee, said
the district will seek to hire an informa-
tion technology teacher for the next
school year due to a resignation in the
department.

During her superintendent’s report,
Ms. Quigley said that an incident
deemed Harassment, Bullying and In-
timidation (HIB) occurred in Lincoln
School this month. Superintendent
Quigley chose not to comment on the
nature of the HIB incident when asked
by The Westfield Leader.

While answering questions from sev-
eral board members about the
remediation steps taken in HIB cases,
Lincoln School Principal and Bullying
Coordinator Mary Emmons said she
will have a discussion with a child if it
is a first-time offense. If the bullying is
repeated, she would then arrange a
parent conference. In cases of persis-
tent bullying, Mrs. Emmons said puni-
tive measures, including in-school or
out-of-school suspensions, would be
imposed, and psychological counsel-
ing could be recommended for the
child.

Superintendent Quigley said the dis-
trict continues to educate students about
the harmful effects of bullying. She
said she recently observed a third-grade
class perform “a lot of role-playing,”
which she said helped raise awareness
among the students.

During the finance committee por-
tion of the meeting, Mrs. Emmons
displayed an oversized replica of a
$500 check awarded by
UnitedHealthcare (UHC) to the six sev-
enth-grade students of Lincoln School’s
“Smarticles Particles” team, which
placed second in the fifth annual UHC
Health Bee.

In other actions, the board unani-
mously approved the appointments of
33 certified staff – 28 tenured and five
non-tenured teachers – for the 2014-
2015 school year. Board members
Linda Koenig and Brendan X.
McDermott were not present.

After returning from a 45-minute
executive session near the end of the
meeting, Ms. Guerriero said the board
approved an “unpaid, upon exhaustion
of sick days” medical leave of absence
for Kathy Jackowski for approximately
12 weeks.

Due to a personal scheduling con-
flict, the BOE officially moved its regu-
lar June 17 meeting to June 24.

Courtesy of Grant and Linda Ashley
THE WESTFIELD RABBIT...WJ reads The Westfield Leader. WJ, an English
spotted rabbit who traces his family lineage to Kate Middleton, jumps into and
onto his Leader every Thursday evening. Rabbits are great year-round pets, not
Easter pets, says Safe Haven Rabbit Rescue, a great local organization.
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for two Cub Scout troops, co-presi-
dent of the Mountainside Education
Foundation, an active member of the
Mountainside PTA, where she headed
the school’s annual basket auction,
and coaches PAL soccer and Moun-
tainside Recreation Department bas-
ketball teams. In accepting the award,
Mrs. Wargaski reminded the audi-
ence that, “Great things can happen
when people get involved, we can all
make a difference in the lives of our
children.”

Mayor Mirabelli reminded area resi-
dents who have served in the nation’s
armed forces that a Veterans’ Out-
reach event will be held at Borough
Hall on Wednesday, May 7, from 2
p.m. to 3 p.m. The program will in-
clude presentations by representatives
from the Veterans Administration on
the various support services and other
programs which are available to veter-
ans and their families.

The borough will also host a Memo-
rial Day Parade on Monday, May 26.
The parade will start at Constitution
Plaza and end at the Deerfield School.

The council’s next meeting will be
Tuesday, May 20.


