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Become Part Of The Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Sales Team.
At Coldwell Banker, There Are No Sales Positions...Just Exceptional Real Estate Careers

Brian Branch Price for The Westfield Leader
EASTER FUN...Children, assited by their parents, race to find eggs left by the Easter Bunny during the Westfield Lion’s
Club Easter Egg Hunt held Saturday in Mindowaskin Park.

Photo courtesy of Alex Hutchinson
FINALLY SPRING...Alex Hutchinson, 9, snapped this photo of a flower in the
Watchung Reservation. If you have taken a photo depicting the arrival of spring,
send it to press@goleader.com for inclusion in an upcoming edition of the paper.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
QUESTIONS ON UCC FIELD...Cranford Township Commissioner Robert
D'Ambola holds up the phone number of Stephen Nacco, administrative services
vice-president and executive assistant to the president of Union County College
asking for people to call Mr. Nacco with questions regarding the sports complex
proposed on the Cranford campus.  Mr. Nacco’s  phone number is (908) 709-7005.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
COMEBACK KIDS…Westfield Blue Devil second baseman, Tyler Bowman,
attempts to tag Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Raider, Christian Zazzali
(No. 3), as he slides into second in the first inning during the match-up on Tuesday
at Brewster Field. Westfield came back to win 8-4. See story next week.

Cranford Passes $35 Mil.
Budget; Taxes Up .56 Percent

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee unanimously approved
a nearly $35-million 2014 budget,
Tuesday, that would raise taxes 0.56
percent. An average assessed home
of $181,600 would see approxi-
mately an $11 increase in taxes.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen,
Jr. said he had concerns with the
budget process, including “not find-
ing out what our actual cap was
going to be until early March…It
puts us behind the eight ball.”

“Another concern I have is the
aggressive anticipation of revenues
we used this year to balance the tax
levy. This may put us in a position
next year of not being able to use

money out of surplus to keep the
tax levy down, as we were able to
use this year,” he said.

“We can only anticipate revenues
that are actually received,” Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato responded.

She said the new chief financial
officer has since established new
guidelines for the budget process.

“We feel we are on solid foot-
ing,” Ms. Adubato said. “I do un-
derstand the concerns, but I do not
feel they are well founded.”

Mayor Andis Kalnins added, “I
think we are in much better finan-
cial shape than in 2010.” He said
the township had a $500,000 sur-
plus in 2010.

In other business, after Union
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

WF BOE Hears Proposals to Renovate
Lockers, Construct Wrestling Building
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of educa-
tion on Tuesday heard proposals for
raising money for improvements to the
facilities for Westfield High School
athletes.

Frank Fusaro, a past president of the
Westfield Booster Club, told the board
that the club would like to renovate the
locker rooms at Kehler Stadium. “The
lockers are out of date and in need of
repair. They were constructed in the
1950s,” he said. “We [the club] put
money aside for capital projects to re-
place the lockers, refurbish the space,
paint it and change the flooring,” he
added.

“The budget for the project would be
$95,000, with another $50,000 to
$200,000 for the gym at Westfield High
School,” he said. “We are asking the
board for approximately one-third of
that,” he said. Mr. Fusaro also said that

the lockers to be installed on the home
side would have seats in them. He said
that the visitor’s side lockers would be
two tier.

Board President Richard Mattessich
thanked Mr. Fusaro for the presenta-
tion. Board member Ginny Leiz, of the
facilities committee said, “We didn’t
have a slated project, we are in need of
alternative funding. We need to have a
larger conversation.” Mr. Fusaro re-

sponded by saying, “We are late in
coming to the board. They need to be
installed by August 15.”

Mr. Fusaro suggested that the Booster
Club contract a firm to do the work.
Board Business Administrator/Secre-
tary Dana Sullivan responded, “There
is an issue; our cost will be higher than
if they do it, but can we turn to an
outside group, that is the issue.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

WF Council Hears Presentation
From Friends of the WF Clocks

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its regular pub-
lic meeting on Tuesday evening, the
Westfield Town Council heard a pre-
sentation from the Friends of the
Westfield Clocks (FWC), a non-profit
organization dedicated to “fostering
community pride.”

During the council’s conference
portion of the meeting, representa-
tives from the Friends of the Westfield
Clocks presented their vision of hav-
ing two street clocks installed in the
downtown area. The clocks would be
paid for entirely from donations.

The clocks, one approximately 11
feet tall and the other approximately

17 feet tall, would cost between
$117,000 and $125,000 for the pur-
chase and installation of both mecha-
nisms.

The proposed locations are on the
corner of Elm and Quimby Streets on
the north side of town and at the
Westfield Train Station on the south
side of town.

The FWC previously delivered its
presentation to the Code Review and
Town Property Committee and the
Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee.

Jayne Bernstein, a member of the
FWC, stated there were also several
presentations delivered to the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC),

the management entity of the Special
Improvement District (SID) located
in the downtown area.

The FWC representatives delivered
their presentations to the DWC board
for design and location consultation
as a courtesy. The Westfield Town
Council has final approval on the
design, location and even whether or
not the project will go forward.

Councilman James Foerst, a mem-
ber of the Public Safety, Transporta-
tion and Parking Committee and
chairman of the Code Review and
Town Property Committee, stated that
there are two separate issues con-
cerning the street clock to be located
on the north side of town.

“There were four proposed loca-
tions originally talked about, with
one being located in front of Urban
Outfitters (corner of East Broad and
Elm Streets). That was one (location)
we definitely did not like. Public
safety (would be affected) by ob-
structing sight lines,” stated Mr.
Foerst. “The opinion of the commit-
tee was, that may be the same situa-
tion with regards to the one at Quimby
and Elm. Is it going to block sightlines,
is it going to be run over? So that’s
something we have to review.”

The proposed backup location for
the north-side clock would be at the
Westfield train station near the loca-
tion of the town tree.

Mr. Foerst stated the second issue
concerns the proposed backup loca-
tion. The state has proposed a plan to
improve the area in front of the train
station on the north side which could
possibly force the clock to be moved
if it is installed there. The proposed
state project could be “years away,”
according to Mr. Foerst.

The council decided to have Chief
of Police David Wayman and Fire
Chief Daniel Kelly inspect the pro-
posed location at Elm and Quimby,
determine its suitability and make a
recommendation to the Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Commit-
tee, the Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee and the town coun-
cil.

Depending on the recommenda-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Garwood Council Adopts
$7.6 Mil. Municipal Budget

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood Bor-
ough Council adopted a $7.6-million
budget on Tuesday, approving the
spending plan that will raise taxes
approximately $39 on an average
home assessed at $100,000.

The council passed the measure 5
to 1 after rejecting a suggestion by
the lone dissenter, Councilman Jim
Mathieu, and three residents, who
wanted to reduce the surplus by an
additional $57,493 and eliminate any
tax increase.

“It would be historic,” Willow Av-
enue resident Bruce Paterson said,
being first to offer the suggestion.

The borough has seen tax increases
every year since 2001, according to
Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer
Sandy Bruns. This year’s budget in-
crease of more than $144,000 is 1.03
percent over 2013, the smallest hike
since 2001.

Garwood posted a surplus of

$734,532 at the end of 2013, and the
adopted budget allocates $468,500
of it for spending this year.

After Mr. Paterson proposed the
idea of allocating another $57,000,
Mr. Mathieu quickly seized upon it
by offering a motion to adopt it. But
he did not receive a second – even
after two more residents implored
the council to do so. Only three resi-
dents addressed the council about the
budget, all asking for the reduction.

Finance Chairwoman Sara Todisco
said her committee, which also in-
cluded fellow council members Lou
Petruzzelli and Mike Martin, consid-
ered the proposal but ultimately de-
cided against it on the recommenda-
tion of Auditor Warren Korecky. She
said was “very cautious” about low-
ering the budget surplus to below
$266,000.

Ms. Bruns urged maintaining the
surplus as recommended in the bud-
get, since it often is used as operating
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MS Council Approves $12.4M
Budget; Taxes Up $334,463

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The bor-
ough council adopted a municipal
budget Tuesday night of $12, 302,057
of which $8,216,557 will be raised in
taxes. According to a copy of the
borough budget, published on the
borough’s website, the spending plan
is an increase of $566,966 over last
year with taxes up $334,463.

Council members highlighted sev-
eral of the financial adjustments, the
majority of which, Councilman Keith
Turner noted were beyond the con-
trol of the community. For example,
premiums on health insurance and
the cost of waivers increased by
$44,000, the borough’s share of the
Joint Insurance Fund premiums in-
creased by $10,000. The harsh win-
ter weather required an increase in
the snow removal budget of approxi-
mately $198,000 and a successful tax
appeal by the AMC movie theater
complex located on Route 22 resulted
in the community having to issue a
refund check for approximately
$94,000. There was also a short fall
of $6,500 in recreation department
program fees.

The materials prepared by Chief
Financial Officer Jill Goode demon-
strated continued cost containment
measures such as decreased pension
contributions of approximately
$48,000, a reduction of $9,000 to the
Rahway Valley Sewage Authority, and
total salary increases for municipal
employees (other than police offic-
ers) of less than $2,500.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli also noted
that the community benefited from
several revenue increases including
reimbursement of approximately
$30,000 from the Federal Emergency
Management Administration
(FEMA) for responses costs incurred
during Hurricane Sandy and cable
franchise fee increase of approxi-
mately $5,147.

The council detailed how the im-
position by the state of a 2 percent
cap on municipal budget increases
has made it increasingly more diffi-
cult for municipalities to prepare their
annual budgets. In order to comply
with the mandatory restrictions, while
at the same time continuing to pro-
vide essential services, local govern-
ments can adopt an ordinance to es-
tablish a “cap” bank which allows the
community to “bank” the difference
between its final appropriations and
the 3.5 percent increase authorized
by the Local Government Cap Law.
At Tuesday’s meeting the council
approved an ordinance to “bank”
$237,927.

In other business, Judy Wargaski
received the Mabel Young Good
Neighbor award. The award was es-
tablished in 1982 and is given annu-
ally to someone who has made Moun-
tainside a better place to live.

 Mrs. Wargarski and her family
have resided in Mountainside for 12
years. She is the mother of four chil-
dren, all of whom are present or fu-
ture students in the community’s
schools. Mrs. Wargaski is a den leader
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