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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two breakout innings accounted
for all of the Blue Devils’ runs as
the Westfield High School soft-
ball team grabbed an 11-1 vic-
tory over the Cranford Cougars
in the season opener at Adams
Field in Cranford on April 1.

Despite the difference in the
score, both teams managed to
put the bat on the ball with nine
hits apiece. The 1-0 Blue Devils,
however, put seven of their hits
into those two big innings.

“Our pitching was solid. They
were putting the ball in play the

whole time. I think our defense
had to be on their toes. We did a
pretty good job of that. As far as
offense goes, I would like to see
a little more consistency. It seems
like we got real hot in a couple of
innings then real cold, so we got
to do a better job of working
some counts and figuring out
some situations,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Caitlin MacDonald said.

“Overall, I think we did really
well. They [Cougars] put the ball
in play. We’ve got to straighten
out some of the hits, but they got
the bat on the ball. They weren’t
watching strikes go by,” Cougar

Head Coach Sarah Beck said.
Another major factor was that

Blue Devil pitcher Elena Scarano
yielded no walks, while striking
out three Cougars. Cougar pitcher
Theresa Wetherell allowed seven
hits and five walks before being
relieved in the seventh inning by
Katie Delsandro.

“No walks! That’s something
that Elena is good at. She really,
really controls in the zone. When
she is wild, she is wild on purpose
and with a purpose, which is
something that not a lot of high
school pitchers can do. She man-
aged to spread around nine hits
and tightened up when she
needed to,” Coach MacDonald
said.

“Some pitches were on. Some

pitches were off. It’s the first
game, so I have to keep tighten-
ing up spots and going after each
batter. That middle lineup in the
top was pretty strong, but to-
ward the end we figured out how
to get around it and make the
right decisions on pitching,”
Scarano said.

That middle of the lineup began
with Kerry Wischusen, batting in
the No. 3 spot. Wischusen went
3-for-3 and scored the Cougars’
only run. Next was Allie Verrilli,
who went 2-for-3, and the No. 6
hitter, Candice Durant, also went
2-for-3.

“They have been hitting line
drives from the beginning of
scrimmages. They have been
working really hard to straighten
those out and not have pop-ups.
They have been long ball hit-
ters,” Coach Becker said.

Senior Julia Criscuolo inflicted
the majority of the damage on
the Cougars with a bases-loaded
two-run single that actually
cleared the bases after an error
in the second inning and a two-
run double in the seventh, while
scoring once.

“She has the smoothest swing,
quickest bat. It doesn’t even look
like she’s trying very hard, but
she hits the ball hard every time
she is up. She came through for
us big in two situations, four RBI.
It’s a different game without her,”
Coach MacDonald said.

Blue Devil Elena Elliott rapped
a two-run single and doubled,
while scoring twice. Chrissy
Ferraro slapped a couple of in-
field singles and added an RBI
sacrifice fly. Cali Chambliss
walked twice and scored twice.

WF’S CRISCUOLO RAPS 2B, 1B, 4 RBI; ELLIOTT 2B, 1B, 2 RBI; WISCHUSEN WHACKS 3 HITS

Blue Devils Score in Chunks to Top Softball Cougars, 11-1
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